


ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301-1400

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ACTION MEMO
FOR: SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

THROUGH: ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (HEALTH AFFAIRS)
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PERSONNEL AND
READINESS)

UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (ACQUISITION TECHNOLOGY
AND LOGISTICS)
GENERAL COUNSEL, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

FROM: Victoria Clarke, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs

SUBJECT: Vaccination of Embedded Journalists

e My office has been working with military planners and news media bureau chiefs
to develop and implement plans and procedures to embed several hundred
journalists into military units if there is a decision by the President to use military
force in Iraq. In our discussions with bureau chiefs many have requested that DoD
vaccinate their journalists for anthrax and any other vaccinations we give our
deployed forces that are not commercially available to the general public such as

* anthrax and smallpox.

¢ Ibelieve it is reasonable and appropriate to support this request under the
following conditions: (1) that the news media would reimbuse the government for
the cost of the vaccine and (2) news organizations/ individuals must agree to
provide for indemnification for any adverse reactions arising from the use of these
vaccines.

RECOMMENDATION: 1recommend that you approve journalists’ vaccination.
COORDINATION: TAB A

SECDEF APPROVAL:

Approve ‘ Disapprove Other

Prepared by Jim Turner, (703) 697-5135
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e Ibelieve it is reasonable and appropriate to support this request under the
following conditions: (1) that the vaccinated journalists or their employers
reimburse the Department for the cost of the vaccine; and (2) that the
vaccinated journalists and their employers agree to indemnify and hold the
Department harmless against any adverse reactions or other negative effects
from the vaccine.
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3010 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-3010
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MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR PUBLIC
AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: Vaccination of Embedded Journalists

The Department of Defense (DoD) supply of anthrax vaccine, smallpox vaccine,
and vaccinia immune globulin is in limited supply and vaccination priorities are currently
being developed for U.S. service members, other government agencies, Allies, and other
foreign countries who have made requests for these products. Until a DoD decision is
made regarding how to prioritize all of these individual requests, it is not possible to

provide either vaccine or vaccinia immune globulin at this time.

S Halins

E. C. Aldridge, Jr.



