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The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 20, 2012 

We are writing to express our concern over the future of the U.S. combat vehicle 
industrial base. 

The Defense Strategic Guidance you unveiled in January calls for significant reductions 
in the armed forces, especially in the Army and Marine Corps, as well as sacrifices in 
investment programs. Regarding the U.S. industrial base, the guidance calls for 
protecting critical industries as the nation adapts to the new defense posture. You and 
your leadership team have referenced tactical aviation and shipbuilding as just two 
industries that require continuous national support to remain viable. 

However, the strategy neglects the U.S. combat vehicle industrial base. The combat 
vehicle industrial base is a unique asset that consists of hundreds of public and private 
facilities across the United States. Despite this, the FY 2013 President's Budget request 
proposes to terminate U.S. tank production for the first time since before World War II. 

The Army specifically proposes to shut down the tank industrial base and then 
reconstitute it in 2017 to produce further upgrades to the M 1 Abrams tank as well as the 
new Ground Combat Vehicle. While international sales opportunities for Abrams appear 
stronger than prior years, they are inadequate to sustain the industrial base and in some 
cases uncertain. In light of this, modest and continued Abrams production for the Army 
is necessary to preserve the industrial base. 

Another important tenet of the Defense Strategic Guidance notes that because the future 
Army and Marine Corps will be smaller and leaner, they must retain the quality and 
capability that will allow them to fight and win on future battlefields. Indeed, to quote 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Martin Dempsey, "capability is more 
important than size." We agree. To that end, we support the continued production of the 
M1A2 SEP tank, which is the world's most capable tank featuring survivability and 
seamless connection to the digital network and of far higher quality than the older M 1 A I 
Abrams tank. 

The debate over the fate of the U.S. combat vehicle industrial base is not new. The 
Congress in bipartisan fashion supported additional tank upgrades in the FY 2012 
Defense Authorization and Appropriations Acts to forestall shutdown of the industrial 
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base into 2014. Despite this support and the emphasis on maintaining the health of the 
industrial base in the Strategic Guidance, the Army continues to stand by its decision to 
shutter U.S. tank production. 

We ask that you work with the Con~ss to sustain U.S. tank production in the FY 2013 
budget. Thank you for your continued leadership and commitment to this nation. 

Sincerely, 
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Abrams Letter Signature Key 2011 4/23/2012 

Member District Member District 

Page 1 Sandy Levin Ml-12 Mike Rogers AL-03 

Candice Miller Ml-10 March Kaptur OH-09 

Terri Sewell AL-07 Jim Jordan · OH-04 

Michael Turner OH-03 Tim Holden PA-17 

Norm Dicks WA-06 John Dingell Ml-15 

Mike Rogers Ml-08 Peter Visclosky IN-01 

Tom Latham IA-04 Jo Bonner AL-01 

Page2 Dale Kildee Ml-05 Mike Mcintyre NC-07 

JoAnn Emerson M0-08 Jim Moran VA-08 

Silvestre Reyes TX-16 Mac Thornberry TX-13 

Robert Aderholt I AL-04 Walter B. Jones NC-03 

Jeff Miller FL-01 Nick Rahall WV-03 

J. Randy Forbes VA-04 Ed Pastor AZ-04 

Steven LaTourette OH-14 Robert Andrews NJ-01 

Steven Rothman NJ-09 Dave Loebsack IA-02 

Dave Camp Ml-04 Dutch Ruppersberger MD-02 

Page3 Joe Barton TX-06 Fred Upton Ml-06 

Howard Coble NC-06 Lois Capps CA-23 

Jerry Lewis CA-41 Joe Wilson SC-02 

Pete Sessions TX-32 Spencer Bachus AL-06 

Thad McCotter Ml-11 Elijah Cummings MD-07 

Robert Goodlatte VA-06 Donald Manzullo IL-16 

Collin Peterson MN-07 Melvin Watt NC-12 

Corrine Brown FL-03 Mike Simpson ID-02 

G.K. Butterfield NC-01 Carolyn McCarthy NY-04 

Page4 ~unyan NJ-03 Laura Richardson CA-37 

n Clarke Ml-13 Bob Latta OH-05 

Robert Wittman VA-01 Rick Crawford AR-01 

Tim Ryan OH-17 Peter Welch AT-L 

Tom Rooney FL-16 Renee Ellmers NC-02 

Billy Long M0-07 Bill Flores TX-17 

Raul Grijalva AZ-07 Reid Ribble Wl-08 

Robert Hurt VA-OS Richard Nugent FL-05 

Betty Sutton OH-13 Mo Brooks AL-05 

PageS Mark Critz PA-12 Ted Deutch FL-19 

Steve Stivers OH-15 Devin Nunes CA-21 

Marcia Fudge OH-11 Vicky Hartzler M0-04 

leonard Boswell IA-03 Yvette Cia rke NY-11 

Lynn Jenkins KS-02 Geoff Davis KY-04 

Morgan Griffith VA-09 David Schweikert AZ-05 

Doc Hastings WA-04 Adam Kinzinger IL-11 

Frank Guinta NH-01 Michael Fitzpatrick PA-08 

Steven Southerland FL-02 Tim Griffin AR-02 
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Member District Member District 

Page 6 Bennie Thompson MS-02 Joe Baca CA-43 

Steve Austria OH-07 Jim McGovern MA-03 

Mario Diaz-Balart FL-21 Gerry Connolly VA-ll 

Bill Owens NY-23 Tim Walberg Ml-07 

David Rivera FL-25 Martha Roby AL-02 

John Carter TX-31 Tom Marino PA-10 

Dennis Ross FL-12 David McKinley WV-01 

Steven Palazzo MS-04 Colleen Hanabusa Hl-01 

Bill Shuster PA-09 Kevin Yoder KS-03 

Page 7 Patrick Tiberi OH-12 Joe Heck NV-03 

Bill Johnson OH-06 Bob Gibbs OH-18 

William Keating MA-10 Peter King NY-03 

Tim Bishop NY-01 Martin Heinrich NM-01 

Scott Rigell VA-02 Aaron Schock IL-18 

Joe Walsh IL-08 Mike Doyle PA-14 

Doug Lamborn C0-05 Paul Gosar AZ-01 

Lou Barletta PA-ll Michael Grimm NY-13 

Pat Meehan PA-07 Dan Benishek Ml-01 

Page 8 Stephen Lynch MA-09 Steve Chabot OH-01 

Charles Bass NH-02 Chris Smith NJ-04 

Elton Gallegly CA-24 Jerry Costello IL-12 

Ralph Hall TX-04 Mike Ross AR-04 

Trent Franks AZ-02 Frank LoBiondo NJ-02 

Sanford Bishop GA-02 K. Michael Conaway TX-11 

Jim Gerlach PA-06 Todd Platts PA-19 

Steve Israel NY-02 Brian Higgins NY-27 

Jean Schmidt OH-02 Bobby Schilling IL-17 

Page 9 Joe Courtney CT-02 Erik Paulsen MN-03 

Sandy Adams FL-24 Jeff Duncan SC-03 

David Scott GA-13 Mike Pompeo KS-04 

Peter Roskam IL-06 Mary Bono Mack CA-45 

James Renacci OH-16 Chris Murphy CT-05 

Chip Cravaack MN-08 Mike Kelly PA-03 

Ander Crenshaw FL-04 Leonard Lance NJ-07 

Andre Carson IN-07 Lee Terry NE-02 

Rosa Delaura CT-03 Thomas Petri Wl-06 

Page 10 Sam Johnson TX-03 Steven Womack AR-03 

Bill Huizenga Ml-02 Larry Kissell NC-08 

Henry Johnson GA-04 Gregory Meeks NY-06 

Gary Peters Ml-09 John Culberson TX-07 

Ann Marie Beurkle NY-25 Dan Boren OK-02 

Bruce Braley IA-01 Ben Quayle AZ-03 

Allen West FL-22 Frank Lucas OK-03 

Blaine Luetkemeyer M0-09 




