
Separation and Common Allticfe 3 
Talk.fog Pol'nfS 

• Techmigue mee{S Common Articfe 3 Stamcfards 
o No suggestion of'"tarture."' umCess proromged 1soration Olisemsoryd'epl!MrtJon~ 

and severe mental suffering involved 
o Not "'cruel~ mnuman~ or degradimg ... as it is a tecinrdque wsedl exfenswety rm llJS 

prisons and does not '"shock the conscience"' 
o Been suf.>ject to numerous legal ca.views,, from DoO fo OOJ 

• SepaliafiQn may not he used oai EPWss foli imtemoaatie>m1. due fo tllte folCowimg 
GPW pmyisioms: 
o Amcfe 17 - '"Pffsonel'S wmo refuse fD amswer may not be Olneafenedl. fllswft'edl. 

or exposed to any unpreasanf ordisadvamtageo1.1s treatment of any tindL"' 
{emphasis added) 

o Amde 21 -sdject to d.i5¢iplfmallJ and tilealtb measures;, EPW's "may aot fie 
herd in clae confinement;; erase confinement means comfinememt to a celE 
or room~ 

o Alt!Cle 22 - EPW"s "'shall not be interned in pemtentfames;"' amd the matioms 
agree they "'shall assembCe prfsonera of war imi camps orr eamp compoumds 
accolidillg to their nationality. Cangwase amd customs~ pliovidedl that sl!lcllli 
prfsoners sltaU not be sepcuated from prisoners of war helongirng to the 
armed forces with wmcn they wete seNi11g at the time of thew capture., except 
with their consent."' 

• Ef?W treafmelilflstamdalids are tli!e rri'glilt: oolicy choice·: 
o DoDD 2311.1E. .. DoD law of War l?olicy,111 says that US fall'Ces will "compty 

with the raw of war during alE a1m1ed conflicts. however such com.flicfs ace 
dtafadefized. and in all otl'ler military operatfoms."' 

o Anny l!las dtosen to fi'ain to the !tighest stamdaRfs -tmose applicamre foi 
imtematioma~ amn.ed comflid. 

• Separation a mecessarttecfilnigue: " 
o "'Separation• was viewed by the COCOMs as an essemtiaE tao~ for 

iritenagafJ.ol/ll, particufafty in tine filiSt few weeb of imemmemt 
o There~. the '"sepamtJ.on"' teclmtque was added. as a catefuily confrolfedl. 

or ~cted"' tecf'tnfque. soleCy for t.mlawfid combatants [fo whom t.fi1e 
GPW does mot apply. bat who are covered! by Common Am:cre 3] 


