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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 
Secr~tary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 2030~ 

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld: 

I am Writing to you about an item of treme ous alld. urgent concern~ It bas 
been bought to my attention that there· are at pres nt approximately SO unsecured 
Iraqi munitions sites-·which are, and have been, lnerable to looting and pillaging 
by Iraqi civilians, paramilitary .groups an4 pos~ib • terrorists. These sites cont~in 
Soviet-era munitions', including bombs and bomb material~ shou14er-launched.. 
missiles, and Rocket Propelled Grenades (RPGs) The reasop. they have not been 
secured, I have bee;n told, is becau,se our current rce structure in Iraq is inadequate 
and no troops are available for the job. 

. I have been infonned that a story address" these qt.JCsiions will be iu The 
New York Times tomorrow. 

Altl1ougb U.S. forces have, rtpparently, SllC eeded in removing some of the 
munitions • .RPGs and missiles from a few of these sites, others apparently hav-e not 
been remediated, and none have been seemed. It my unqerstanding, for example, 
that U.S. forces in helicopters have observed lao · gat these sites using night·vision 
goggles. Clearly. these Q.IlSecured sites pose a c1e rand present danger to U.S. 
forces in Iraq, other international personnel, and t e Iraqi people. The ready access 
of munitions aud other weapons from t11ese sites t eatens efforts to bring stability 
to Iraq and our reconstruction efforts in that coqn . 

It is also my understanding that the FBI has found that Soviet-made munitions 
were used in the bombing of the United Nations h adquarters building in Baghdad, 
leading to very real concerns that the material use in that terrorist act were derived 
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from the very munitions sites in Iraq .that U.S. fi ces shollld have immediately 
secured as part of the post-conflict security and ecoristruotion effort. · . 

. . 
On May t. I wrote to Secretary Powe11 to express my concern about the 

proliferation of small arms and light weEtpcins in est-conflict Iraq. At that time, I 
urged that~ ~'requisite resources to address thi iss~ are alloc!lted. If we fail to 

· act c~mprehensiv~ly, we risk unde'flllilting the of order and stability in Iraq, 
the rebuilding proce~s, and the safety of U.S. tro ps tasked with maintaining the · 
peace." As this new evidence about these unsee ed sites indicates, there are clearly 
challenges that remain. · 

I believe that making sure that these sites e secure so that no additional 
mqnitions or small arms and light weapons find 1eir way into the hands of those 
who would do hann to oQT forces or our efforts · Iraq is critical I look forward tO 
your thoughts on this issqe~ and to worKing with au to ass'l.ll'e that this situation is 
addressed. 

Sincerely yours. 
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