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STATUS OF FORCES SURVEY OF ACTIVE DUTY 
MEMBERS (SOFS-A)

Since 2001, there have been two DoD surveys which covered attitudes 
and opinions of active duty members on employment issues
Details on survey administrations are as follows:

Survey Administration 
Dates 

Sample Size Response Rate Margin of 
Error 

August 2006 24 July – 31 Aug 06 39,389 28% +1.5% 
August 2004 26 Jul – 2 Sep 04 38,112 40% ±1.4% 
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# Significant difference from previous administration

Margins of error do not exceed ±2%SOFS-A Aug 06 Q69

Actions Taken During Past 6 Months To Explore Possibilities of Leaving 
the Military

Percent of All Active Duty Members
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Thought seriously about leaving the military Wondered what life might be like as a civilian Discussed leaving and/or civilian opportunities
 with family members or friends

Talked about leaving
 with your immediate supervisor

Gathered information on 
education programs or colleges

Gathered information about civilian job options

Attended a program that helps people prepare 
for civilian employment

Applied for a job Interviewed for a job

Prepared a resume
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# Significant difference from previous administration

Margins of error range from ±1% to ±2%

Primary Activity if Member Left Active Duty in Next 12 Months
Percent of All Active Duty Members

SOFS-A Aug 06 Q70
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Attend a college or university Work for a civilian company or organization
Work in a civilian government job Manage or work in family business
Become self-employed in own business or profession Become a homemaker/housewife/househusband

Not sure Other


	Status of Forces Survey of Active Duty Members
	STATUS OF FORCES SURVEY OF ACTIVE DUTY MEMBERS (SOFS-A)

