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2 October 1964 

MEMORANDUM l'OR THE SECRETA.aT OJ" DEFENSE 

Subjectr. US Search ILDd Reacu• Operation• • 
Southea•t Ada (0~ 

1. The ,Joint Chief• of Sta££ have couldercd recommendation• 
from CtNCPAC and COMUSMACV with regard to ae•rch and reecue 
(SAR) operation• in aupport of Operation. Plan COPLAN) 34A actioiu 
and croa • border operation• lnto Lao• by Republic of Vleenam (R VN) 
!ore••· 

2. The Joint Chief• of Staff believe th.a.t exlatin.g SAR plan• ahould 
be expanded to include OPLAN 34'.A and RVN cro•• border operation• ill 
order to •nhao.ce the morale a.nd will of both 34A peraonnel and R VN 
fol'ce• en.gaged iii the•• operatiou. S\lbatanUal time and effort have 
already be•n iAveated in organiam1, planning, and training for crou 
border operation• in.to Lao•, and 1n builcling 34A resource• a.nd capa
bilitiea. Inaofar a• poaaible, the adclltional SAR ef!ort •hould be made 
to protect our intel'•ats. Ozi the other hand, care ahould be exercised 
to reduco tho rhk ol accidental US lnvolvemellt in DR V /R VN engage -
ment• whlcb may reawt bom 3-U. operation•. 

3. Tb• .ToiD& Chief• of St&!f recommend you approve expauuiori of 
SAR operation• in ac:cordanc:• with the condition• lilted iA th• Annex 
attached hereto. 

Attachment 

•or the Jobe Chi•h ot Staff: 

SIGNED 

EAR LE Ci. WHEELER 
Chairman 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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ANNEX 

SAR CONDITIONS/LIMITATIONS 

A.~ 

l. A rescue attempt will be made when the aircraft is doun 1 

· and it is evident a reasonable chance exists to rescue per- 2 

sonnel. 3 

2. US SAR resources cormnitted in Laos will be provided air 4 

cover suf'f1c1ent to insure protection or the US SAR force 5 

from hostile interference. Rules or engagement for the pro- 6 

tective force will be the same as the rules of engagement 7 

!'or· other US ·rorces operating ·1n · southeast Aa1a. 8 

3, No overt rescue attempt will be made if personnel are .9 

down 1n the DRV. 10 

4. Night SAR operations may be conducted at the discretion 11 

or commanders concerned. 12 

B. GULF OF TONKIN 13 

1. Rescue attempts will be made only when information exists 14 

that an aircraft or surface craft is 1n distress in or over 15 

international waters of the Gulf of Tonld.n. 16 

2. Every precaution will be taken to reduce the risk of 17 

accidental US involvement in DRV/RVN engagements which may 18 

result from 34A operations. 19 

3. US SAR resources committed in or over international 20 

waters of the Gulf of Tonld.n will be provided air and naval 21 

surface cover sufficient to insure protect~on of the US SAR 22 

force .from hostile interference. Rules or engagement for the 23 

protective force will be the same as the rules of engagement 24 

for other US forces operating 1n Southeast Asia. 25 

4. SAR operations by air and naval surface or subsurface 26 

craft may be conducted at night at the discretion of the 27 

commanders concerned. 28 

.-ffet 3£8PIID iilfH'iJ?Eii 
JCSM-d39-S4 1 Annex 
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a. Bnbance the morale and 11111 to r1a1i, or RVJt t'o:roea 1 
~ . . . . ~ ·. 

engaged 1n cross border operat1ons. and ~A·peraoanel; 

b. Provide the best possible plan tor aaa18tanct to HVN 

ground torcea, air and boat orewa, and &1r ere•• trail. 
l~9}~1!~i]I!!i!i!!!iiII]!iii!]!!!]Iii!i]iJ!!]!i!/!/!/I[!!i!!!III!i!!!i!!!li!I[i!I!{i!tII engaged 1n OPLAH 34A 
operations;_ 

c. Conserve to max1rm111 practicable. ~nt~ important and · 
.. . ~·t,! . .:.. .· ' . . •. . ~ 

expensive RVH and 34A aaaeta · ~· :·.-::- ;~J.:;::j\ f :-.~-:'; ·, · ·· '· 
• . { .: ; _":.:l~~;i~ft~\ ·.-' . .. . 

7. Aa CINCPAC 1nd1.cated, OPLAN J4A .. pttreo~aje~fabould not be 

brieted on sate areas in :w>a bec~-~-\i;.~: i-·1~~~~ ·.;~=c#:.~~rom1se 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

. ''!"•" ~ -. ;: :;. ";.~., • ' ·. ~~~~: : 1; .. ,· . ·-· 
in the event ot capture 1n t.he DRV. •. : : ,:;to· , t~i; ;,:it .:~'; ·:. . .-·}·0

- ll \ . 

- a; Recaiiiianded Action. ·· It~~~:~;: · ~ lf , 10 
12 .; 

a. 'lhe memorandum 1n t.he Ap , .. n · -~::-\ ··-;\,1lti :i ta 
. . _.. ,;i ~ ;ift:1 ., ~- f,-~ ~; 

Annex, be . t'orwarded to th& ~~~" ·~-~ ~, .· · : i"£ !) :: ·;~_ :·_._:_:._.:··-..-
• • ...... . 1.-;"':' ·· • .-;,,;"! ·.¥ ' .. !.. . .r " ·' 

b. Cop:lea ot this paper bw.' ro ~·.· · · . . . , .. i:; ;. 
. .:·~ ·- ~: :i{:~k ,J ::~~.ti~ :.:,_-.-.. 

c •. 'DlU. paper NOT be to~.. ., · aigne(.( 

to ~~~e~ ~:~j~~/'.. , , -:~/;'.f 
neie~ation;::~it~d: Nat1JJtJ-ri 
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. MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OP IBFBNSB 

Subject: US Search and Rescue Operations -
Southeast Asia (U) 

l. '!'he Joint Chief's of Staf't' have considered recomnenda- l 

t1ons trom CINCPAC and C01'11SMACV reopect1ng· search and ~ 

rescue (SAR) operations 1n support or Ope~t1on Plan ~ 

(OPLAN) 34A actions and Laos 

.. :~~- : ·r -; . .• : -~ : ~ ~ . 
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SAR CONDITIOHS/LIMI'U'l'IONS 

A.~ 

1. A rescue attempt ·W1ll be made· ldlen the a1rcratt 111 down l 

9.nd it 1.a evident a reasonable chance exiata to reacue per- 2 

~~~nel. 3 

2. US SAR resources coalld.tted 1n Laoa 1dll ·be .. pro~ed a1r 

C~Yer 8uf"f'1c1.ent to insure protection or U.,.~ i~ .rorce: 
,• 

4. 

5 

6 

.. 
~ 

I 

J. 

-~> -· a 

3. No overt rescue 

down 1n t.be DRV. 

B. 

~or other US rorcea ·operatilig 1n 

· 4. SAR: operatt~.: 117 a1r- aad -.. 
- · .. · ~··· · · -t·. ·~-~ ; .· ·~ ·_. ):/ ~;· ·• :rl ~:~~ 
cratt 1111Q' be conduc~ at night. at-'tlie~ 

~~~~:·!:::.:~~;::::,~::~_:_;,~ .. 
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!62 SEC!&! adiCSli!--. 29 September 1964 

Briefing Sheet for the Chainnan, JCS, on a report to be 
considered at the Op Deps meeting on 30 September 1964. 

Subject: JCS 2343/468-1 - US Search and Rescue 
Operations - Southeast Asia (U) 

Bac~round - ·en 18 Sep 64, COMUSMACV requested CINCPAC's 
aut<:>rity to include OPLAN 34A operations in existing search 
and rescue (SAR) plans for Laos and the Gulf or Tonkin. 

- On 24 Sep 64, CINCPAC requested authority from 
the JCS to include OPLAN 34A operations in existing SAR plans 
for Laos and the Gulf or · Tonld.n. He further expanded 
COMUSMACV 1 s requirement and included cross border operations 
1n the request. 

Current Report - TAB A -

a. Contains a memo for SecDef recommending approval 
or the cond1t1ons/lim1tations for us SAR operations. 
These conditions and l~tations have been collated with 
the current approved ru.es of en~agement (contained in 
JCS msg 7947, DTG 1513182 Aug 64), and coordinated with 
J-3. 

b. In essence, tne memo proposes us SAR operations 
in support or OPLAN 34A operations except in the DRV, 
and when circumstances are such as to likely involve 
the US in a combat action. 

-c. Provision or a SAR capability in support of OPLAN 
34A and RVN cross border operations is believed important 
in order to continue the existing close confidence between 
the US and various third country and RVN personnel engaged 
in these operations, to conserve these valuable assets, 
and to maintain and raise the esprit of these assets. 

Service Comments ·· ~e:i."'Vice Planners have corlcui .. red.' 

External Agencies - Consultation not appropriate. 

Comment and Recommendations - The memo ror SecDef is believed 
to include consideration or the minimum conditions and limita
tions necessary to modity ·ex1st1ng SAR plans for OPLAN 34A 
and RVN cross border operations. · SACSA recommends that the 
Chairman, JCS1 support the report as written. 

Approved by lf;-/r,.·_r.,,.,-{<~;_lfd,, SACSA 

Opinion as to Recornmen~~t1on: 

Director, Joint Staff ~~~~--~---<concur) (Nonconcur) 

~~ Briefing Sheet prepared by: Colonel John E. Van Duyn, USAF ,, 
Special Operations Division, SACSA/~·"'") 

;'\(\ Extensions 72650/72602 · 
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