OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1400

MAR 07 2012

PURALI AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF THE ARMY (ATTN: MG LANZA)
COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS
(ATTN: BGEN (S) KENNEDY)
SECRETARY OF THE NAVY (ATTN: RMDL MOYNIHAN)
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE {ATTN: BRIG GEN KODLICK)

SUBJECT: Interim Guidance for Military Participation in Parades and Civic Celebrations

References: (a) DoD Directive 5410.18, “Public Affairs Community Relations Policy,”
May 30, 2007
(b) DoD Instruction 5410.19, “Public Affairs Community Relations Policy
Implementation,” November 13, 2001
(¢) DoD Instruction 1334.01, “Wearing of the Uniform,” October 26, 2005

This memorandum provides interim guidance regarding support for parades and civic
celebrations until updated DoD community relations policies are published.

One band or choral group per Service is hereby authorized to participate in broad-based
community parades and events without seeking an exception to policy provided:

(1) the event is in a2 band’s geographical area of respansibility,

(2) secondary or tertiary bands do not decline other community relations events with no
military support,

(3) the event is of common interest to the community as prescribed in Reference (a)
paragraph 4.2.3 and its subparagraphs, and

(4) the event does not violate policy outlined in the subparagraphs of 6.7 in Reference (b).
One color guard (joint or single Service) per event is also permitted.

As a reminder, when troop formations are requested for parades and community events,
commanders must determine if military participation in the event is appropriate per DoD

community relations policies and does not violate the uniform policy outlined in Reference (c)
paragraph 3.1 and its subparagraphs.
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approval to march in uniform and correting record on SD Pride's misinformation:

>

shttp://www.sldn.org/blog/archives/sldn-issues-uniform-guidance-for-san-
>diego-pride-parade/#

>

>2) Also, interesting links below published today by San Diego Gay and Lesblan New regarding
the Navy email we discussed ({note in the second link below that a Navy Region Southwest PAO
(Mr. Brian QO'Rourke) is quoted as saying, despite the email, Navy members are permitted to
march in uniform.

>

>http://wew.sdgln.com/news/2012/07/18/breaking-news-san-diego-pride-mili
>tary-contingent-gets-mixed-messages-about-marching

>

>http://sdgln.com/news/2812/87/18/breaking-news-navy-ves-they-can-march-.

>pride-parade

>

>3} Here 1s the Facebook page for the military contingent
>http://www.facebook.com/events/315588521849386/

>

>4)And an article from LGBT Weekly quoting advice from a White House staffer;:

>

>http://lgbtweekly.com/2012/87/18/important-active-duty-servicemembers-w
>hite-house-says-ask-your-c-o-before-wearing-uniform-in-pride-parade/

>

>Important - active-duty servicemembers: White House says ask your C.O.

>before wearing uniform in Pride Parade Earlier today, a local Web site erroneously advised
active-duty servicemembers that the Pentagon had endorsed the wearing of military uniforms in
this weekend’s San Diego Pride Parade. Later, that same Web site attempted to disambiguate
its advisement to servicemembers with a warning that an unnamed, high-ranking officer had
forbade the wearing of Navy uniforms at Pride.

>As it happens, San Oiego LGBT Weekly’s publisher, Stampp Corbin, is past chair of the 2088
Obama for America National LGBT Leadership Council, and retailns close contact with the White
House. The following clarification comes directly from a White House official.

>*The policy has been and is likely always to be that when military personnel march or
participate in non-military sponsored events, they need to get the approval of their
commanding officer to wear their military uniform,” said Corbin, paraphrasing the official.
>After making history last year with the first active-duty military contingent in aPride
parade in the U.S5., San Diego LGBT Pride is organizing an even bigger contingent for this
year’sPride event. The theme for this first post-DADT Pride 1s America’s Pride and it will be
held July 2@-22.

»>San Diego Pride stated on its Military Contingent: San Diego Pride 2012Facebook page, “This
year we want to support our LGBT servicemembers even more! Qur theme this year is America’s
Pride because equality 1s an American value. Honoring our servicemembers and veterans and
LGBT military families is an important part of this message.”

>

>
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
1400 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1400
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PUBLIC AFFAIRB

MEMORANDUM FOR CHIEF, COMMUNITY RELATIONS DIVISION
NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU

SUBJECT: Request for Policy Determination on Military Support for Denver PrideFest Parade

This is in response to your request for policy guidance regarding military support of the
Denver PrideFest Parade, June 19, 2011, in Denver, Colorado. We understand from the
information provided that the event is sponsored by the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender
Community Center of Colorado, and that an honor guard and band from the Colorado National
(ruard have been requested to march in the parade. .

The DoD Community Relations Policy, DoD Directive 5410.18., paragraph 4.1.2., and its
subparagraphs, establish common criteria that all community relations activities must meet,
They state, in part, that execution of community relations activities shall be consistent with
(21 the interests of the Department of Defense (including the Military Services) and the
community as a whole [must be] supported; and (b) the association of the Department of
Defense, including the concemed Military Departments, with the event [must be] in the best
interest of the Department.

The DoD Public Affairs Community Relations Policy Implementation, DoD Instruction
5410.19., paragraph E13.3.1.2., provides a list of unauthorized community relations activitics,
Included among them are activities that involve or give the appearance of involving the
promotion, endorsement, or sponsorship of any individual commercial enterprises, religious or
sectarian organizations, ideological movements, and political campaigns and organizations.

Paragraph E13.3.2.2.3,, of the same instruction provides a list of unauthorized
sponsorship conditions. Included are events sponsored by an organization representing a
religious, ideological, or partisan political viewpoint.

Based on the event’s web site, the Denver PrideFest and its sponsor appear to have
established that a primary goal of the event is to celebrate, promote, and advance the interests of
a specific segment of Colorado’s population identified by its sexual preferences and gender
identity. While sexual preference and gender identity may not be ideological in nature, efforts to
promote and advance the interests of a community based on sexual preferences or gender identity
could reasonably be perceived as an ideological movement or viewpoint,

&



Therefore, military band and honor guard participation in the Denver PrideFest Parade is
inappropriate and not in the best interest of DoD. Military participation in this event is not

guthorized.
L n,@}&

arah S. Farnsworth
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Community and Public Qutreach






