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Releasability: Cleared for public release.  Available on the Directives Division Website 
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Purpose: In accordance with the authority in DoD Directive 5135.02, this issuance: 

• Establishes policy and assigns responsibilities for the management and operation of the Defense
Acquisition Regulations System (DARS).

• Establishes the Defense Acquisition Regulations (DAR) Council.



DoDI 5000.35, September 17, 2025 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
SECTION 1:  GENERAL ISSUANCE INFORMATION .............................................................................. 3 

1.1.  Applicability. .................................................................................................................... 3 
1.2.  Policy. ............................................................................................................................... 3 

SECTION 2:  RESPONSIBILITIES ......................................................................................................... 4 
2.1.  Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment (USD(A&S)). .................. 4 
2.2.  Principal Director, DPCAP. .............................................................................................. 4 
2.3.  Secretaries of the Military Departments; Director, Defense Logistics Agency (DLA); 

and Director, Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA). ....................................... 6 
SECTION 3:  DAR COUNCIL ............................................................................................................. 7 

3.1.  DAR Council. ................................................................................................................... 7 
3.2.  DAR Council Director. ..................................................................................................... 7 

GLOSSARY ....................................................................................................................................... 9 
G.1.  Acronyms. ........................................................................................................................ 9 
G.2.  Definitions. ....................................................................................................................... 9 

REFERENCES .................................................................................................................................. 10 
 



DoDI 5000.35, September 17, 2025 
 

SECTION 1:  GENERAL ISSUANCE INFORMATION 3 

SECTION 1:  GENERAL ISSUANCE INFORMATION 

1.1.  APPLICABILITY. 

This issuance applies to OSD, the Military Departments, the Office of the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the Joint Staff, the Combatant Commands, the Office of Inspector General of 
the Department of Defense, the Defense Agencies, the DoD Field Activities, and all other 
organizational entities within the DoD (referred to collectively in this issuance as the “DoD 
Components”). 

1.2.  POLICY. 

DoD will maintain an organized system for the development and control of procurement and 
contracting policies and procedures.  The DARS develops and maintains acquisition rules and 
guidance for the contracting workforce as they acquire the goods and services DoD requires. 
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SECTION 2:  RESPONSIBILITIES 

2.1.  UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR ACQUISITION AND SUSTAINMENT 
(USD(A&S)). 

The USD(A&S) establishes policy, assigns responsibilities for the management and operations of 
the DARS, and delegates all responsibilities pertaining to DoD procurement to the Principal 
Director, Defense Pricing, Contracting, and Acquisition Policy (DPCAP). 

2.2.  PRINCIPAL DIRECTOR, DPCAP. 

Under the authority and direction of the USD(A&S) and subject to his or her authority, direction, 
and control, and in accordance with statutes, regulations, DoD issuances and policies, the 
Principal Director, DPCAP is delegated the authority to exercise, within assigned responsibilities 
and functions, all DoD procurement authority, except where specifically limited by statute to the 
USD(A&S).  The Principal Director, DPCAP is specifically delegated the responsibility to: 

a. Serve as the DoD representative on the Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council and attend 
Council meetings in accordance with Section 1302 of Title 41, United States Code (U.S.C.).  
This authority cannot be redelegated. 

b. Issue and maintain the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) jointly with the 
administrators of the General Services Administration (GSA) and the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) in accordance with Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C. 

c. Develop, coordinate, issue, and maintain any regulations issued by the DoD to supplement 
the FAR (also known and referred to in this issuance as the Defense Federal Acquisition 
Regulation Supplement (DFARS)) in accordance with Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C. through 
establishment of the DAR and appointment of the DAR Council Director. 

d. Review and approve revisions to the FAR in coordination with the other members of the 
Federal Acquisition Regulatory Council, the Civilian Acquisition Agency Council, and industry 
where appropriate pursuant to Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C. 

e. Ensure that DoD procurement and contracting regulations are consistent with the FAR, 
and any that are redundant with the FAR or are unnecessary are eliminated in accordance with 
Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C. 

f. Ensure transparency and efficiency in DoD procurement and contracting rulemaking in 
accordance with Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C. 

g. Review and approve revisions to the DFARS in accordance with Subpart 201.304 of the 
DFARS. 
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h.  Approve or disapprove regulations relating to procurement proposed to be issued by the 
DoD Components pursuant to Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C.  This authority may only be 
redelegated with the approval of the USD(A&S). 

i.  Approve any individual or class waivers or deviations from the FAR or DFARS that are 
required to be approved above the level of a DoD Component in accordance with Subparts 
201.402(1) and 201.404(b)(i) of the DFARS.  This authority may only be redelegated with the 
approval of the USD(A&S). 

j.  Review and approve DoD procurement and contracting policies, procedures, clauses, and 
forms that have a significant effect beyond DoD internal operating procedures or have a 
significant cost or administrative impact on contractors or offerors in accordance with Subpart 
201.304(1)(i) of the DFARS. 

k.  Review and approve DoD Component plans for the control of clauses, other than those 
prescribed by the FAR or DFARS as specified in Subpart 201.304(4) of the DFARS. 

l.  Ensure compliance with the publication requirements of Section 1707 of Title 41, U.S.C. 
for DoD procurement and contracting regulations, or waive these requirements in urgent and 
compelling circumstances. 

m.  Carry out DoD’s responsibilities set forth in Chapter 35 of Title 44, U.S.C. for each 
information collection request that relates to procurement rules and regulations pursuant to 
Section 1303 of Title 41, U.S.C. 

n.  Act as the head of agency or agency head for DoD Components other than the Military 
Departments for functions that are required by the FAR or DFARS to be performed by the 
USD(A&S) or another official within OSD. 

o.  Act for the USD(A&S) in making any determination and approving any waiver, 
exception, or exemption as authorized by statute that pertains to the conduct of DoD 
procurement.  This authority may only be redelegated with the approval of the USD(A&S). 

p.  Ensure uniform administration of DoD contract financing, including DoD contract 
financing policies in accordance with Subpart 232.070(a) of the DFARS. 

q.  Redelegate responsibilities that are vested in the USD(A&S) by statute or by delegation 
from the Secretary of Defense or Deputy Secretary of Defense that require implementation in the 
FAR or DFARS, except to the extent that further redelegation is not permitted. 
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2.3.  SECRETARIES OF THE MILITARY DEPARTMENTS; DIRECTOR, DEFENSE 
LOGISTICS AGENCY (DLA); AND DIRECTOR, DEFENSE CONTRACT 
MANAGEMENT AGENCY (DCMA). 

The Secretaries of the Military Departments; the Director, DLA; and the Director, DCMA 
provide: 

a.  A policy representative and a legal representative to participate on the DAR Council. 

b.  Members to serve on drafting teams on the DAR Council, as needed. 
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SECTION 3:  DAR COUNCIL 

3.1.  DAR COUNCIL. 

The DAR Council is responsible for developing fully coordinated recommendations for revisions 
to the FAR, DFARS, and DFARS Procedures, Guidance, and Information (PGI) that are 
responsive to overall DoD needs.  The DAR Council consists of: 

a.  The DAR Council Director, who serves under the authority and direction of the Principal 
Director, DPCAP. 

b.  The DAR Council Deputy Director, who serves under the direction of the DAR Council 
Director. 

c.  A policy representative and a legal representative from each Military Department, DLA, 
and DCMA. 

(1)  These representatives are nominated by the contracting principal or the appropriate 
legal principal for their DoD Component and are approved by the Principal Director, DPCAP. 

(2)  These representatives will have at least a SECRET clearance and will serve as the 
permanent representative for their agency on the DAR Council for not less than 2 years. 

(3)  On behalf of their respective DoD Components, they will be empowered to develop 
and present fully coordinated positions on all matters brought before the DAR Council.  

3.2.  DAR COUNCIL DIRECTOR. 

The DAR Council Director will direct the activities of the DAR Council, the DARS Directorate 
within DPCAP, and the DFARS drafting teams.  In conjunction with the administrators of GSA 
and NASA, the DAR Council Director promulgates government-wide acquisition regulations 
with the FAR System.  Additionally, the DAR Council Director will: 

a.  Establish operating procedures for the DARS to facilitate development and processing of 
procurement and contracting policies, procedures, clauses, and forms for approval by the 
Principal Director, DPCAP. 

b.  Determine what matters are appropriate for consideration by the DAR Council. 

c.  Act as the DoD point of contact for all proposed FAR, DFARS, and DFARS PGI cases 
submitted from: 

(1)  Senior officials responsible for DoD acquisition matters. 

(2)  Senior officials from other Federal agencies designated to represent their agency on 
FAR matters. 
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(3)  Authorized representatives of private sector entities. 

d.  Determine the need to open or close a DFARS or DFARS PGI case and, in conjunction 
with GSA and NASA, the need to open or close a FAR case. 

e.  Establish schedules based on the perceived urgency of the case for the completion of each 
DFARS or DFARS PGI case and, in conjunction with GSA and NASA, each FAR case. 

f.  Determine the appropriate scope of industry input to the development of DFARS 
regulations and, in conjunction with GSA and NASA, FAR regulations. 

g.  When appropriate, establish ad hoc drafting teams to work unusual, special interest, or 
high priority cases.  The DAR Council Director may request participation of representatives from 
OSD staff elements, the Military Departments, the Defense Agencies and, in coordination with 
GSA and NASA, the civilian agencies. 

h.  Refer to the Principal Director, DPCAP for resolution of any matters or issues where a 
consensus of DAR Council policy members is not achieved after a reasonable period of debate or 
where the DAR Council consensus appears contrary to established DoD policy.  The decision of 
the Principal Director, DPCAP, consistent with any applicable guidance from the Secretary of 
Defense, the Deputy Secretary of Defense, or the USD(A&S), will be adopted as the DoD 
position without further coordination. 

i.  In conjunction with GSA, NASA, and the Office of Federal Procurement Policy, establish 
permanent interagency FAR drafting teams to consider proposed FAR revisions within specific 
functional areas.  The Military Departments, DLA, and DCMA will provide members to serve on 
those teams as needed. 

j.  Establish permanent DFARS drafting teams to consider proposed DFARS and DFARS 
PGI revisions within specific functional areas.  The Military Departments, DLA, and DCMA will 
provide members to serve on those teams as needed. 

k.  Provide information on FAR cases and DFARS cases for the biannual Unified Agenda of 
Regulatory and Deregulatory Actions and annual Regulatory Plan in accordance with Section 4, 
Paragraphs (b) and (c) of Executive Order 12866. 

l.  Maintain permanent records of DAR Council activities. 

m.  Maintain electronic official case files and perform case management functions. 

n.  Refer matters for appropriate coordination within OSD and present the views of OSD on 
all matters discussed by the DAR Council. 

o.  Publish DFARS and DFARS PGI and notices of any changes thereto. 

p.  Serve as liaison with the Civilian Agency Acquisition Council, the FAR Secretariat, the 
Federal Register, and the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs. 
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GLOSSARY 

G.1.  ACRONYMS. 

ACRONYM MEANING 
 

DAR Defense Acquisition Regulation 
DARS Defense Acquisition Regulations System 
DCMA Defense Contract Management Agency 
DFARS Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement 
DLA Defense Logistics Agency 
DPCAP Defense Pricing, Contracting, and Acquisition Policy 

 
FAR Federal Acquisition Regulation 

 
GSA General Services Administration 

 
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

 
PGI procedures, guidance, and information 

 
U.S.C. United States Code 
USD(A&S) Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment 

G.2.  DEFINITIONS. 

These terms and their definitions are for the purpose of this issuance.   

TERM DEFINITION 
 

case A recommended revision to the FAR, the DFARS, or DFARS PGI 
that has been formally accepted by the DAR Council Director for 
consideration by the DAR Council. 
 

clause A contract or contract solicitation term, condition, or provision, of the 
type found in Part 52 of the FAR or Part 252 of the DFARS. 
 

DARS A directorate within DPCAP responsible for developing and 
maintaining the FAR and DFARS. 
 

regulation The FAR, DFARS, and any DoD Component supplements to the 
FAR or DFARS, including any contracting policy letters, clause 
books, automated systems, written instructions, or similar 
instruments. 
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