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***** 

But Iraq's reconstruction requires more than security, more than bricks 

and mortar, more than jobs. 

While this is a time for all Iraqis to work together on the future, some 

things must not be forgotten, must n:ot be forgiven. You have spoken to 

us on this subject, too. 

I know that memories of Saddam's tyrannies haunt many of you. I have 

stood at the edge of the mass graves in Hillah. I have looked into the 

faces of the survivors in Halabja. I have seen the torture chambers and 

rape rooms in Saddam's prisons. I have seen these things and I think 

about the horror of them. I think about them, but you have lived them. 

It is justice you demand and it is justice you will have. 

That is why the Governing Council created the Iraqi Special Tribunal-

to try those accused of grievous crimes during the past administration, 

people like Saddam, "Chemical" Ali and others. This Iraqi court, run by 

Iraqis, has just appointed seven judges and five prosecutors. As soon as 

the court asks us, the Coalition will turn these criminals over to face 

justice in this Iraqi court. 

To further the cause of justice for you, I pledge to give all possible 

assistance to the Iraqi Special Tribunal as it prepares for these trials. 

The United States will pay $75 million for the court's annual budget and 
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we will provide judicial training for the newly appointed judges and 

prosecutors. 

This Special Tribunal serves a purpose beyond bringing criminals to · 

justice. The Tribunal becomes a national remembrance for the 

hundreds of thousands murdered by Saddam's regime. 

We must attend to the spirit. We must recall suffering; we must honor 

sacrifice. 

To commemorate those who suffered the atrocities of Saddam's regime, 

I have directed the establishment of a National Commission for 

Remembrance. This Commission will be part of a broader effort to 

come to terms with Iraq's immediate past. The Commission will 

administer a $10 million fund for remembrance and will consider 

proposals from across the nation on how best to memorialize the 

suffering of Iraq's many communities under Saddam. In addition the 

Commission will seek to raise private funds to establish a national 

museum in Baghdad to ensure that the.nation forever recalls Saddam's 

depredations. The commission and museum will probably want to focus 

their efforts on the sufferings during the 1991 Intifada, the 1988 Anfal 

campaign and Saddam' s "Arabization" campaign that savaged Kurds, 

Arabs and Turcomans alike. 

Remembering is indispensable both as a comfort to the oppressed and 

tyrannized and as a cautionary tale for the future. It is necessary 

protection against future tyranny, but it is not enough by itself. 
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The Baath Party poisoned Iraqi political life. Baathism was one of the 

most brutal instruments ofSaddam's tyranny. There is no room in the 

new Iraq for Baathist ideology, for Baathist criminals. Banning the party 

and removing from public life those who used it to commit crimes was 

necessary and remains necessary if we a~ to achieve your vision of a 

democratic Iraq. 

But many Iraqis have complained to me that debaathification policy has 

been applied unevenly and unjustly. I have looked into these complaints 

and they are legitimate. The debaathification policy was and is sound. 

It does not need to be changed. It is the right policy for Iraq. But it has 

been poorly implemented. The requirement to join the party was 

strongly enforced among teachers and university professors. A group of 

teachers told me yesterday that poor execution of the debaathification 

process has had a severe impact on teachers and university professors. 

We cannot shortchangf; the children of Iraq. They are your future. I 

have discussed this matter with the Minister of Education, the Minister 

of Higher Education and with the Chairman of the Debaathification 

Commission. We have agreed that decisions made by local appeals 

committees of the Ministry ofEducation will be effective immediately. 

This will allow thousands of teachers to return to work. Thousands 

more will begin receiving pensions this week. Those primary and 

secondary school teachers formerly of the rank of firqab members whose 

appeals have not yet been heard will have their appeal adjudicated within 
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20 days. I have asked the Commission to handle the cases of hundreds 

of university professors with the same urgency. Professors who did not 

use their posts to intimidate others or commit crimes should be allowed 

to return to work prompdy. 

***** 

You have asked us about the future. 

In our consultations, many Iraqi groups asked whether the occupation is 

really going to end on June 30. They asked what kind of a government 

will follow. 

President Bush promis.ed the Iraqi people that the occupation would end 

on June 30. And it will end on June 30. But our military forces will 

remain, working alongside Iraqi forces as partners to provide security 

after that date. 

The Coalition Provisional Authority will dissolve. The Iraqi government 

that replaces it will be a fully sovereign one, invested with the authority 

to govern Iraqi until elections are held in January 2005. This 

government, described by UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi, will be made up 

of competent people of the highest integrity and reflecting the broad 

diversity of the Iraqi people. 
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You will determine what kind of government will follow this interim 

period. The process for you to create a government of your choice is 

explained in the Transitional Administrative Law. 

Under the Transitional Administrative Law, you will have free, fair and 

national elections for a National Assembly in January. That assembly 

will have responsibility for choosing a government. The same Assembly 

will also write Iraq's new, permanent Constitution. In writing your new, 

permanent constitution the National Assembly will guided but not 

bound by the Transitional Administrative Law. This will be your 

constitution. Your elected representatives will write it and you will 

approve it and it will determine how you are governed. 

* * * 

Much is going to happen in the 10 weeks before Iraqi sovereignty. 

In the days and months ahead the Coalition will work with you to 

provide security, justice and prosperity for all Iraqis. 

Such an Iraq will honor Iraq's history, a proud and ancient history 

stretching back to the beginnings of civilization. 

Such an Iraq will honor the generations who came before you. 

Such an Iraq will serve the generations who will come after you. 
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Such an Iraq will place Iraqis securely on the path to a future of hope for 

all. 

Mabruk aJ Iraq aJ fa deed. 

Aash al-Iraql 
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