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B. Coalition authorities should offer amnesty or reward
to those returning stolen objects, or records of such
objects. There should be rewards for those providing
information on the whereabouts of stolen material.

C. Coalition authorities should provide security for
remaining objects and for other high-value cultural
sites. Of special importance are gold items stored in
the National Bank building in Baghdad.

D. Coalition authorities should secure records at the
Ministry of Finance, where there may be duplicates of
the museum records.

E. Make an immediate contacts with Interpol, UNESCO,
and governments in art market centers to ensure that
any objects of Mesopotamian origin offered for sale on
the international art market without proof of
provenance will be considered to have been looted and

must be turned over to the Iragi authorities -- with
rewards offered for items of special value or
significance.

G. Countries where there is an important internmational
art market should make public announcements similar to
that in A above.

4. Following is the suggested text of a public statement
that could be issued both in Iraq in the U.S.

The people of the United States value the archeological and
cultural heritage of Irag that documents over 10,000 years
| of the development of civilization. In recent days, the
National Museum in Baghdad has been looted as well as the
museum in Mosul and possibly archaeological sites and other
cultural institutions. Such looting causes irretrievable
loss to our understanding of history and the efforts of
Iragi and internaticnal scholars to study and gain new
insight into our past.

Objects and documents taken from mugeums and sites are the
property of the Iragi nation under Iragi law. They are
therefore stolen property, whether found in Iraq or the
United States or other nations, and anyone knowingly
possessing or dealing in such objects is committing a crime
both in Irag and in the United States. Such individuals may
be prosecuted under Iragi law and under the United States'
National Stolen Property Act. The Iraqgi people, as well as
members of the Coalition forces and others, are warned not
to handle these artifacts. In particular, Americans are
asked not to purchase or otherwise trade in such objects as
they beloOng to the nation of Iraq and are stolen property.

Office of Reconat
dtance {(CRAAR]}, mobile phone no
Please slug cable responses for him.

End Cable Text
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of this riverside area is the site of building debris that was presumably left over from the
building of the Saddam Palace. The track at the base and to the west of the Saddam
mound has been ‘prepped’ (ie. Skimmed, earth dumped, watered, compacted) and
graveled. It is regularly watered to keep the dust down.

Gravel has been added to an area west of the tarmacked car park that is immediately west
of the Greek amphitheatre. Presumably this area was prepped also. A couple of fuel
tankers are parked on this area close to the fence with the car park. An extension of this
graveled area was obscrved in progress on 17" July up to the fence of the Hammurabi

jer tly alamung with bulldozing, steam rollering to compact the

An area nerth of this was starting to be used to store containers from trucks and these
have now been moved to the paved car park at the east entrance to the site. In the area
west of the amphitheatre where archaeological deposits are right at the surface the
trucking of heavy machinery is hkely to cause considerable damage. On the 25™ July a
‘ditch witch’ was observed in use in this area, cutting into an area of mound to lay a
cable. The driver was asked to desist and agreed, his work does not seem to have
authorized byE:l‘ CIENDE

To the north west of the amphitheatre are two fuel bladders surrounded by earth birms
(ridges). It is not entirely clear where the earth for these came from, whether it was
trucked in from outside the camp or the result of earth moving within the camp. Also in
this area is a possible Iragi army bunker position the construction of which is different to
the Coalition bunkers.

Helicopter landing zones

It is in these areas that some of the most extensive surface bulldozing took place. The
northern landing zone or LZ is NW of the amphitheatre, east of the processional way and
west of one of the lakes. One part of this LZ is an already tarmacked area, this was then
extended by bulldozing areas of the mounds flat and compacting them etc. One of these
areas was described as clumpy or lumpy. I do not know if these were the remains of
excavated mud brick walls that were eroding or the irregular surface of unexcavated
mounds, either way the surface was bulldozed flat. It seems likely that this will have
damaged archaeological deposits as they are generally close to the surface in this part of
the site.

The southern landing zone near the southem ECP (entry check point) to the west of the
road was apparently mostly gardens with ridges and ditches for irrigation like the
remaining area immediately north of it. These ridges were bulidozed flat, red earth
dumped and compacted and watered, It is then watered each day. A number of bunkers
were dug into this area especially on its northern and western sides. The sections in all of
these were scrutinized and none had any archaeological deposits in them. All seem to be
agricultural soil/river silt. Some of the bunkers utilized the concrete bunker sections
which reduce greatly the amount of digging that is done. In other areas of the site,
concrete above ground bunkers are the norm.
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