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March 3, 2005

Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

1 know you have been hearing from community leaders across the country and from my
congressional colleagues about how the campaign against terror has stretched the resources of
our military and is affecting our troops and their families in ways not previously anticipated. I
appreciate that you and your advisors are continually assessing these concems, and, as a
member of the Senate Foreign Relations and Veterans Affairs Committees, I look forward to
participating in that evaluation process.

You should be aware that not a day goes by that I do not receive a letter, a phone call or an e-
mail from someone in my state asking about the status of their loved ones who have been
called to active duty. Over the last several weeks, a number of friends and family members of
Illinois National Guard units, two of which are currently at Fort Polk, Louisiana, have
contacted me to express their concern that our state’s units are receiving conflicting signals
about the length and location of their current deployment.

I am extremely concerned that despite the great sacrifices being made by these great
Americans and their families, this Administration is still not giving the troops and their
families the kinds of straight answers that will permit them to have some certainty about their
deployments. Thus, T am writing you today to ask for specific information about the nature of
the Illinois” 131% and 178" National Guard units’ deployment, and to express my concern and
frustration about the Pentagon’s treatment of our National Guard and Reserve forces.

Guard members and Reservists are facing a period of unprecedented mobilization. As the
military is stretched thin by duties in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere, they are facing longer
and less predictable mobilizations. And we have heard — including from very senior
leadership in the Reserve and Guard structures -- that the Guard and Reserve are receiving
substandard equipment and insufficient training to meet the challenges they confront on these
deployments.

Moreover, when these troops are called to active duty, their families often face severe
financial hardship as well as increased child care and health care costs. This problem is
exacerbated by the uncertain lengths of deployment. Families cannot plan for their financial
future without knowing when a Guard member or Reservist can return home and return to
work.
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Our citizen-soldiers deserve better. They risk their lives for our safety. Their families risk
financial ruin. The least we can do is let them know where they will be serving and when they
are returning home.

I look forward to receiving detailed information about the Pentagon’s plans for the Illinois’
131 and 178" National Guard units as well as an update of what the Pentagon is doing to
improve long-term planning for the assignment of the Guard, the Reserve and members of the
full-time military. While I understand the need to maintain sufficient troop strength in Iraq, I
also believe our leaders need to be more honest about what will be expected of our National
Guard and Reservists, as well as our Active Duty soldiers. I would like to let my constituents
know that in this difficult time, our leaders have their interests at heart and recognize their
deepest concerns.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Barack OBama

United States Senator

CCs: The Honorable Francis J. Harvey'
Secretary ol the Army
Lieutenant General H. Steven Blum
Chief, National Guard Bureau

Brigadier General Randal E. Thomas
Adjutant General, [llinois National Guard
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March 15, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Moore,

My constituent, -, contactetiii my office concerning an issue with the
Department of the Army. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this m is greatly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact with and will apprise him of your findings.
If you have any questions surrounding matter or require further information, please
contact David at (312) 886-0826. '

. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

S =

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506
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March 21, 2005 5 |

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
, For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

contacted my office concerning an issue with the

My constituent SN :
Enclosed you will ﬁnd: information surrounding my

Dcpartment of Defense.
constituent’s case.

Your assistance in addressmg this matter is grea'dy appreciated. David LeBreton, one of i
my staff members, is in contact with my constituent and will appnsc . of your
findings. If you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further |
i information, please contact David at (312) 886 0826 :

i.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely, : |

Barack Obama :
United States Senator .

230 S. Dearbom St.

! Suite 3900

! Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

] 0SD 05525-05

}

i. L00/200( YRAVEO0 NOvuved WOLVNHS yISE 988 TTE XVd ¢0:%#T S0/T2/€0 ,’




BARACK OBAMA
ILLINOIS

Anited Dt

March 25, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Legislative Affairs
U S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore,

My constituent,]

my staff members, is in contact with
contact David at (312) 886-0826.
Thank you for your assistance.

' Sincerely,

G

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3500

Chicago, Nlinois 60604
(312) 886-3506
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7 ] contacteq"iiny office concemning an issue with the
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will ﬁnt#informaﬁon surrounding his case.
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Your assistance in addressing this mw appreciated. David LeBreton, one of

and will apprise him of your findings.

If you have any questions surrounding this maﬂ_"?‘blj or require further information, please
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

my staff members, is in contact with
If you have any questions surrounding
contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

S

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900 -

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb
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My constit‘uent_ contacted my office concerning an issue with the

Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
B d Will apprise him of your findings.
1s matter or require further information, please
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

My constituem, g ) : 7;7 contaciéd my office conceming an issue with the
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will fid information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this matter is greatly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact withy I and will apprise him of your
findings. If you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further
information, please contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Soetbre. - 5

Barack Obama "”,
United States Senator '

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb
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Hon. Powell A. Moore ; j
Assistant Secretary of Defense ; :
For Legislative Affairs § i

U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon , i
Washington, DC 20301 :

Dear Mr. Moore: .i;

My constituent,| ; fi my office concerning an issue with the

ind information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this m eciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact with . land will apprise him of your
findings. If you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further

information, please contact David at (312) 83
Thank you for youf assistance.

Sincerely,

Barack Obama |
United States Senator

230 S. Dearbormn St. !}
Suite 3900 ;
Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506
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June 16, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

N el

Dear Mr. Moore:

My constituent, 7 I ontacted my office concerning an issue with the
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this is preatly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact wi and will apprise him of your findings. If
you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please
contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Coors

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Tllinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dlb
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Hon. Poweli A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense i o
For Legislative Affairs , . =
U.S. Department of Defense - o
1300 Defense Pentagon T i
Washington, DC 20301 ‘ D
Dear Mr. Moore:
My constituent, A contacted my office conceming an issue with the

Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this matter is greatly appreciated. David LeBreton, one of
my staff members, is in contact with | and will apprise him of your findings. If
you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please
contact David at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

s

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dib
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July 15, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

‘ !
information, please contact David at (312) 886-0826

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

Coers

| Barack Obama
| United States Senator

230 8. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Hllinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BOQ/Ib

@oo2

COMMITTERS:
ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

FONEIGN RELATIONS
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

cantacted my office concerning an issue with the

0SD 14454-Q5




COMMITTEES:
ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS

BARACK OBAMA
ILLINOIS

‘ﬁm[(ﬂ (%tﬂtm 5[“8{2 g : "0 VETERANS' AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 v e

July 26, 2005

Honorable Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing on'behalf of a fiumber of my constituents whose Ioved ones have made the ultimate
sacrifice for our great country. 1 am sure that you grieve as I do for every fallen soldier, and I
appreciate that the Department of Defense is continually assessing the ways in which the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan are affecting our troops and their families.

In the wake of these tragedies, our government should be doing everything possible to support
the family members of these heroes as they grieve. I commend the tremendous work of casualty
specialists who provide that support. I appreciate how important their empathy and compassion
are under these difficult circumstances.

For this reason, I am very distressed to hear from some of my constituents that their casualty
specialists have been called to serve in Iraq or Afghanistan before their duties to the grieving
families are complete. For a spouse or parent in the midst of planning a funeral and figuring out
how they are going to provide for their families, having their casualty officer called to active duty
makes their situation all the more difficult. When one of our soldiers gives his or her life in
service of our country, we can and must do better by their families, and we must be consistent in
the ways we assist them.

I am requesting that you provide information about the current process of assigning casualty

11% to the next of kin of fallen soldiers. I would like to be able ic ressdure my constituents —
thatevergthing possible is being done to ensure that this important relationship is working as it
should.

I sincerely hope that the Department of Defense is addressing this issue, and I look forward to
your timely response.

United States Senator

0SD 16809-05
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Hon. Powell A. Moore : \’) ,:
Assistant Sccretary of Defense o~ .
For Legislative Affairs o 0
U.S. Department of Defense = =
1300 Defense Pemtagon ! o m
Washington, DC 20301 =]
Dear Mr. Mcore
My constifuent, e

: b contacted my office concerning an issue with the
Department of Defensc. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressing this
my staff members, is in contact withigs
If you have any questions surrounding thi
contact David at (312) 386-0828.

matter o require further information, pleese

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely, -

oo

Barack Obama
United States Senator

230 S. Dearborn St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Nlinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

BO/dIb
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Hon. Powell A. Moore
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

: l contacted my office concerning an issue with the Department
of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding his case.

Your assistance in addressipg thi er is greatly appreciated. Jenna Pilat, one of my staff
members, is in contact withiSsland will apprise him of your findings. If you have any
questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please contact Jenna at (312)
886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Smcerely,

St

Barack Obama S .
United States Senator . o .

230 S. Dearborn St. -
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3506

05D 19636-05




MAnited States Denate 4737 <l

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

August 31, 2005

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The Defense Base Realignment and Closure Act clearly states that the number one
criterion for BRAC decisions is military value. Unfortunately, the report that has been
approved by the BRAC Commission failed to abide by that crucial standard. The set of
recommendations approved by the Commission substantially deviates from the criteria
established by law. As such, we urge you to return the report to the Commission for
further revision.

Specifically, we write to you today about a set of recommendations involving
Springfield’s Capital Airport and Rock Island Arsenal in Iilinois. As part of a larger vote
involving Air National Guard facilities, the Commission elected to send the 15 F-16s of
the Illinois Air Guard 183d Fighter Wing to Fort Wayne, Indiana. Capital Airport, home
of the 183d, has a higher military value than Fort Wayne; this fact alone marks a
deviation from BRAC criteria. In its evaluation, the Department of Defense alleged that
the downgrading of military value would be justified by superior recruiting in Indiana.
The evidence that members of the community and congressional delegation presented to
the BRAC Commission clearly exposed the fallaciousness of this justification: the 183d |
enjoys outstanding recruiting in Illinois and is over 100 percent critically manned.
Furthermore, as the U.S. District Court of Eastern Pennsylvania recently ruled, the |
Defense Department should have obtained the consent of the Governor before seeking to
deactivate a flying wing,

Decisions involving Rock Island Arsenal also defy the central criterion of military value
and the paramount objective of enhancing national security through the more effective
allocation of military resources. The Defense Financial and Accounting Services at Rock
Island was the top-ranked unit in the country. But the Commission decided to transfer
this agency from Rock Island to a substantially inferior facility, according to Department
of Defense data, while defending the retention of three lower-ranked sites, allegedly on
the basis of enhanced military value combined with economic impact. Shutting down a
top-ranked facility (which had am;))lle physical room and local capacity to grow) while
maintaining and expanding the 12™, 17™ and 19" ranked units flies in the face of all

logic. Moreover, the economic impact of this move on the communities in and around

Rock Island also outweighs the prospective impact at two of the three lower-ranked i
recipient sites. Similarly, the decision to move the Tank-Automotive and Armaments
Command from Rock Island to Michigan will fail to yield promised dividends: with
projected costs exceeding $150 million, the Department of Defense will never see returns
on this investment.




flawed. The inconsistencies, contradictions, and outright violations of BRAC criteria
outlined above demonsirate the need for further revision. In its current form, this is not a
report that advances our national interest. We urge you to return it to the Commission to
correct these and other fundamental errors.

Sincerely,

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator United States Senator

" We believe that the report submitted to you by the Department of Defense is deeply
|
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Hon. Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs

U.S. Department of Defense |

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

| contacted my office concerning an issuc with the

My constituent, 7 i
Department of Defense. Enclosed you will find information surrounding her case. '

is greatly appreciated. Scott Hooks, one of my

‘ |and will apprise her of your findings. If you
§ matter or require further information, please contact

Your assistance in addressing
staff members, is in contact wi

have any questions surrounding
Scott at (312) 886-0826.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Q=T

Barack Obama . '
United States Senator

230 S. Dearbom St.
Suite 3900

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 886-3306

0SD 19090-05
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Hnited States Smate .

WASHINGTON, DC 20610

September 28, 2005

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld :
Secretary of Defense :
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-4000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In the space of a few days, tens of thousands of National Guard and Rescrve members were
activated and deployed to the Guif States to assist in rescue and recovery operations during and
after Hurricane Katrina. While there are many quostions that remain to be answered about the
preparations for and response 1o that disaster, there is no question that every single state
responded to the call for assistance in Louisiana and Mississippi and that the men and women of
the National Guard demonstrated courage and fortitude in dangerous circumstances. Those |
circumstances inciuded prolonged exposure in many cases to a potentially toxic environment.
With petroleum products, heavy metals, household chemicals, biological contaminants, asbestos,
pesticides, and materials from Superfimd sites among a host of other toxic substances swirling in
the flood waters, National Guard members, along with others, wese likely exposcd to a wide
range of potential health hazards, Now, in the aftermath of Hurricane Rita, these concems are
further reinforced.

1 We understand that there are some scteening mechanisma in place. However, we request thet the
Department of Defense provide the resources and guidance to the States that will ensure that all
Neational Guard and Reserve members who have deployed to operations following Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita reccive medical screenings at the conclusion of their deployment, inchuding
those who were on duty for less than 30 days, due to the nature of the potential health risk.  Ata
minimum, such scroening shonld docurnent types of exposure experienced, injuries or illnesses
incutred, and medical treatment received. Appropriate diagnostic testing should be conducted.
Because of stressful and difficult conditions of service, thesc screenings should also address
mental health needs. In all cases, service men and women should receive information on how to
follow up on health issues that may emerge afler they retumn home, and the Department of
Defense should ensure that a reporting system is in place to detect any Katrina-related heaith
problems that may arisc in this population. Scroemings will help dotect and treat skin,
respiratory, or other ailments and also help document possible service comnections to symptoms
and ilincsses which may arise after Natiocnal Guard members return home.

‘Too often in the past, the United States Government has fallen short of its obligations to those
who have served our country by failing to acknowledge or address servico-related health
problems. Current law now requires pre- and post-deployment medical assessments for those
scrvice members deployed outside the United States, and we are plessed that the Department of
Defenso has recognized the need to extend that requirement to those wotkong on Joint Task
Force Katrina. As indicated, however, we believe it is important that such screenings include the
thousands of National Guard and Resexve members who may be activated for under 30 days.
Furtheymore, a report by the Government Accountability Office indicated that a disturbingly

0SD 19867-05
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high percentage of Army and Air Force sexrvice members missed one or both of their overseas
pre- and post-deployment health assessments. We hope and expect that record to improve for
those serving abroad and for similar care to be extended to those serving in this tough mission
here at home.

We are united in our commitment to help those affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita and our
admiration for those who have answered the call for rescue and relief missions to help those
stranded by the hwrricanes and to assist in the recovery and rebuilding effort. It is imperative that
they receive the proper health care necded as a result of their deployment. Recognizing that the
health repercussions of this service may not be immediately apparent, we regard the collection of
data and ipstructions on where to go for follow-up examinations or assistance as vitally
important, Thank you for your attention to these issues.

Sinceraly,
Richard J. Dutbin - Patrick Leahy Barack Obama
Senator

United States Senator United States United States Senator
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September 29, 2005 i

Hon. Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department Of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my consﬁtuent“
Attached you will find him letter which gives a more accurate description and
explanation of his issues.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings. |

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at (312) 886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

=T

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator

0SD 20632-05




Wnited States Senae. T

WASHINGTON, bC 20510 ST
October 19, 2005

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld: |
|

We are writing to express our concern about the lack of political balance in talk
radio programming on the Department of Defense’s (DoD) American Forces Network
and to request a definitive timeline by which we can expect DoD to correct this
imbalance.

More than a year ago, the Senate unanimously adopted a resolution offered by
Senator Harkin expressing the sense of the Senate that the Secretary of Defense should
ensure full implementation of the American Forces Radio and Television Service goal of
maintaining equal opportunity balance with respect to political programming.

AFN Radio carries the shows of a wide range of conservatives, including Rush
Limbaugh, Dr. Laura Schlesinger, and James Dobson, to the near total exclusion of
progressive talk radio hosts. This is in violation of DoD’s own guidelines on political
programming on the American Forces Network, specifically, DoD Directive 5120.20R,
which calls for political programming on American Forces Network that is “characterized
by its fairness and balance,” as well as news programming guided by a “principle of
fairness” that requires “reasonable opportumtles for the presentatlon of conflicting views
on important controversial public issues.”

On September 29, 2005, Manny Levy, Chief of the Radio Division of the
American Forces Network Broadcast Center, formally advised the syndicate that
distributes “The Ed Schultz Show” that AFN Radio would “begin carrying the first hour
., of ‘The Ed Schultz Show’ each day, beginning Monday, October 17, 2005 at noon PT/3
- R ET.” However, higher-level DoD officials subsequently backtracked on this
commitment. A Pentagon spokesman said that Mr. Levy “got ahead of the process,” and
that no decision had been made in a review of which programming to add to the network.

Inclusion of “The Ed Schultz Show” would have been a first, partial step toward
achieving balance in political programming on AFN Radio. Even that first step has been
abruptly canceled. Why, more than a year since the Senate passed its resolution, has
DoD not implemented any program changes to balance political programming? At this
late date; why is DoD still in violation of its own guidelines for political programming on
AFN Radio? Given the time that has passed since this issue was brought to the attention
of DoD by the Senate, the problem is not that Mr. Levy was *“ahead of the process.” The
problem is that DoD 1s woefully behind in addressing this imbalance and coming into full
compliance with its own guidelines and procedures.

0SD 21436-05




We request that you provide us with an action plan and timeline for achieving
greater political balance in AFN Radio programming as quickly as possible. We
respectfully request that you respond to this letter by November 1, 2005.

Sincerely,
Tom Harkin :
United States Senator Unite States Senat
Carl Levin Frank Lautenberg
United States Senator United States Senator !
Mark Dayton :
United States Senator ted States Senator i
I
Barack Obama ' Ron Wyden ;
United States Senator tates Senator
Daniel Akaka Christopher Dodd
United States Senator United States Senator
' ennedy Russell Feingold
tatessenat United States Senator
[ ]

United States Senato
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October 26, 2005

Hon. Powell A. Moore

Assistant Secretary of Defense For Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Moore:

_The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my consntu:nt,E
S Attached you will find his letter which gives a more accurate description and
explanatxon of his issues.

I'would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questious, plcase do not hesitate 10
contact Scott Hooks at (312) 886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this marter.

Stncerely,

Gos

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator

Office of U.S. Senator Barack Obama
230 S. Dearbora St., Suite 3900
Chicago, IL 60604 .

BO/sh
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Anited States Seate.
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 SRR :
October 27, 2005

. -t

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secrctary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Decar Mr. Sceretary,

We arc writing to urge you to ensurc that the ncxt supplemcental budget request for Iraq and
Afghanistan includes a request for full funding of the Common Remotely Operatcd Weapons
Station (CROWS) program. The Army has indicated a requirement for $206 million in FY06
supplemental funding to provide an additional 820 of these units to our men and women
overseas, and to ramp up for future production. We believe this request should be supparted by
the Administration and included in the formal supplemental funding request to Congress. We
further ask that you request full funding for this program in FY07 as a part of the DoD’s regular
budgct.

A few months ago Senator Salazar rcecived a letter from an Army Specialist serving in Iraq
whose friend was killed by an JED, His letter reads as follows:

Two days ago a good friend of mine was kilicd in action when an Improvised Explosive
Device (IED) detonated next to his Humvee, Hc was sitting in the gunner scat and pulling
rcar security. [ have seen automated guns that can go on the top of these same Humvees.
‘These guns arc controlled from inside the vehicle. Why are these guns not on every
Ilumvee?... The four people that were inside the vehicle were physically unharmed. If the
answer is money, then I would really like to know how much my friend’s lifc was worth.

With only a few systcms deployed, CROWS is already saving lives of soldiers in [raq today by
moving soldiers out of the exposed gunner’s scat and inside the protective shell of an up-armored
Humvee. We understand that during the last two weeks of September three CROWS units were
struck by Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs). Despite damage to the Humvees, the three
CROWS mounts remained operational to engage the enemy. More importantly, all 12 soldiers
including the gunners were inside, protected by armor, and received only minor injuries.

Funding the CROWS program at thc Army’s requested amount of $206 miltion will provide our
soldiers with roughly 820 of these impressive and life-saving systems, It is imperative for the
safety of our soldicrs that this program continue to move ahead with the utmost attention and
support from your Department and from Congress. '
We stand ready to work with you on this vitally important matter.

Sincerely,

Ken QO—QM/M

Senator Ken Salazar () Senator Richard Burr

Scnater Carl Levin QOF JonKyl ¥ gSD 21326.05
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Senator Lincoln Chafee

SenatofJon Corzine \_)

C 4 /u-—
Mm&i, Jomdl & daptd
nator Ric urbin -

Senator Russell Feingold

Gro ik %
Senator Frark Lautenberg : Senator Barack Obama

Se ack Reed
</ ‘
Senator Edward Kennedy . Sémator Debbi
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November 3, 2005

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As you prepare your budget request for Fiscal Year 2007, we ask that you include
funding which will fully equip the Army National Guard with combat equipment which has dual
use by the States for domestic emergencies.

We also ask the administration to address the recommendations of the Government
Accountability Office with respect to the need to improve National Guard equipment readiness
and its integration into Army transformation initiatives.

The Army National Guard plays a crucial role in State response to domestic emergencies.
The greatly diminished percentage of equipment on-hand in our Guard units carries with it the
risk of not only denying these units the equipment needed to conduct good training for their
combat mission but also leaves them with fewer tools to support State responses to natural
disasters, terrorist incidents or other emergencies. While it is possible to shift equipment from
State to State, it is clear that National Guard response will be faster if the needed equipment is
available for training and closer to the point of need.

Specific items of National Guard equipment are of particular value for homeland security
purposes. These include trucks of various sizes, communications equipment, night vision
devices, engineer equipment and helicopters. Unfortunately, the National Guard has troubling
shortages in all of these areas, Nationwide the Guard has only 2/3 of the Humvees, 3/4 of the
radios, half of the night vision devices and 1/4 of the modern medium trucks it needs to be
mission responsive. Moreover, due to combat wear and the operational need for returning units
to leave some equipment behind in the combat zone, these shortages are getting worse.

Please give full consideration to the homeland security value of National Guard
equipment and inctude in your budget request a plan to bring our Guard up to 100% of key

0SD 21800-05
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December 1, 2005

Tiie Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

v

.
-y

Dear Sgcretary Rurasfe'd:

I am writing to express my concern over reports of civil’an casualties arising from the
U.S. military’s use of white phospho-us in Iraq, and to urge your office to thoroughly investigate
these incidents.

I understand that while the United States is a party to the Convention on Certain
Conventional Weapons (CCW), it has niot raiified Protocol III of thai convention, which
regulates the use of incer.diary weapons, such as white phosphorus. £s a result, the United
States has not agreed to ban the use of white phosphorus against military targets. Nonetheless, i
any use of white phosphorous — or any other incendiary weapon which ignites on exposure to '
oxygen and can burn hurr an skin down to the bone if not extinguished — in an area with a large
civilian population is deeply iroubling.

Initially, the Department of Defense claimed that the white phosphorus was used only for
illumination purposes, but the Department later admitted that in fact it was used to target
insurgents in Fallujah. I do not question the honor and integrity of our brave nen and women
fighting in Iraq, but I ain concernea that the use of such a weapon in a highly populated location
like Fallujah may undermine a ciitical aspect of our mission there: winning the hearts and minds
of the Iraqi people.

Allegations that white phosphorus may have resulted in the death or injury of civilians
are serous, and I ask that your off ce make the investigatiou of this issue a priority, for the
people of Iraq, for our soldiers, and for the American public.

I'look forward to your response within the next ten days.

Sincerely,

Barack Obama
Uniied States Senator

0SD 24153-05
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March 17, 2006

The Honorable Daniel R. Stanley

Asstant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Assistant Secretary Stanley:

The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my constituent .’
Attached you wil] find her letter which gives 2 more accurate description and
explanation of the issues.

T would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Hooks, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
| contac: Scott Hooks at 312-886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerzly,
=>
L}
Senator Barack Obama
United, States Senator

BO/sh
) Watimoron 0FcE Crcaao Orrice SrRRORELD OFRcE Mamion OFFcE Buao Orvea OFFCE
7°3 HART SENaTE Oﬂlc:i BURLING 230 S, Dearnonn 607 EasT ADAmS 701 No#mw Caunr SmEeY 1811 62ND AVENUE
WaSHINGTON, DC 20510 SUITE 3800 SurTe 1520 Mamon, |L 62850 Moune, IL 81265
Ornice (202) 224-1064 &eaco, i, 60606 $PRNGFELD, I 62701 Oczicg (618) 8872402 OFsicE (308) 738-1217
Fax (202) 2284160 OfFi02 (312} B86-~3506 QFACE (217) 4925880 Fax (616) 8372050 Fax 1308] 730~1232
Fax {317) 220-3514 Pax [217) 4325088
MATY-14-2001 ©8:32 312 836 3514 954 P.@2







COMMITTEES:

OFFice (202) 224-2854
Fax {202) 228-4260

BARACK OBAMA
ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS
. FOREIGN RELATIONS
Nnited States Denate VETERANS' AFFATRS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510
May 16, 2006

Mr. Daniel R. Stanley

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon .

Washington, District of Columbia 20301

Dear Mr. Stanley:

The enclosed correspo e was delivered to my Chicago District office. [ have sent an
acknowledgment to EESINEGEEEE v i!lage Administrator of Lake in the Hills, Illinois and
have indicated that this matter would be referred to your attention.

I assured my constituent that you would give full consideration to his request in a timely manner.
I would appreciate any additional information that would ai Thank you for your
time and attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Cos

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator . . .

BO/sh
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United Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 7, 2006

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense '
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

We aze writing conceming the ongoing study on the effects of wind energy projects on
military readiness that the Department of Defense (DoD) is performing in response to Section
358 of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (P.L. 109-163). The study
was due no later than May 7, 2006, yet the Department bas missed this deadline and no report, to
date, has been released.

In March 2006, the DOD and Department of Homeland Security released an interim
policy that resulted in the Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) issuance of “Notices of
Presumed Hazard" to wind projects located within a radar line of site of the National Air Defense
and Homeland Security Radars. Many of the projects that received these notices are located in
the Midwest. Each day this report remains delinquent, these wind energy projects lose
opportunities for new investment, and may not be able to meet deadlines for completion.
Additionally, due to the limited number of companies with expertise in windmill farm
construction, the delay involving current projects indirectly affects a large number of proposed
projects. As a result, wind development has been halted in its tracks, with the threat of
permanent derailment.

Although we eagexly await the findings of the DOD study, we are concerned that the
study will report on interference from wind turbines on radar systems, but will not adequately
examine effective mitigation opportunities. Therefore, we are concerned about the impact of the
report on overall wind production.

We ask that you immediately expedite the completion of this report and that the report
include a clear articulation of any conflict between the windmill farms and military radar
installations. This is necessary to provide clarity for the industry and allow these companies to
move forward with their projects. We also ask that you ensure the report meets the requirements
of the National Defense Authorization Act by identifying any technologies that could mitigate
any adverse effects on the military operations identified.

We understand that the nomination of Mr. Robert L. Wilkie to be Assistant Secretary for
Legislative Affairs for the Department of Defense (DoD) is pending before the Senate. We have
placed a “hold” on this nomination because of the Department’s failure to meet the deadline for
completion and release of the aforementioned congressionally mandated report.
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’ Anited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

September 25, 2006

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20350

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We write to express our strong support for the E-10 Technology Development Program '
and its critical Multi-Platform — Radar Technology Insertion Program (MP-RTIP). This large
. radar will provide unique capabilities in the Global War on Terrorism and against threats for
| decades to come. Congress has long supported Joint STARS operations and the information it
\ provides to the warfighter. MP-RTIP will provide a quantum increase in capability over the
l current Joint STARS radar, and is required to increase our forces’ ability to detect, track and
| identify ground moving targets, as well as providing a key link in cruise missile defense
capability.

Congress has supported the development of the MP-RTIP radar with the commitment of
over a billion dollars to date for the development of this vital program. We believe that it would
be unwise for the Department of Defense to abandon this program after years of successful
development, especially when DoD is on the verge of actually characterizing and demonstrating
the radar's expected capability. Congress supports the plan to fly the large radar on an E-10, or
on an E-8 as originally envisioned, thereby validating the significant investment in developing
this critical technology.

We seek your assurance that the Department remains committed to fully fund this critical
capability in the budget for fiscal year 2008 as stated in your recent Quadrennial Defense Review
report that was submitted to Congress. The Department must continue to demonstrate and
characterize the MP-RTIP radar and validate, via live flight, the capability to complete the kill
chain against both air and ground moving targets.

Sincerely,
Al Sl —

CHRISTOPHER J. DODD JOSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN
United S enator United States Senator
SAXBY S KSON
United States tor ' United States Senator

i it

10/2/2006 2:40.02 PM




BILL NELSON MARTINEZ
United States Senator United States Senator
/ ! 04-/
* Lread _ .
BARBARA MIKULSKI PAUL SARBANES
United States S : United States Senato

DAVID VITTER

Unite States Senator

PATRICK LEAHY f

United States Senator

e

TRENT LOTT

RICHARD DURBIN
United States Senator

United States Senator

B D—

BARACK OBAMA
United States Senator




wuvz

00/26/2006 11:13 FAX 2174825099 Sen.Obama
ACK AMA COMMITTEES:
BaR n_ung'g ' ENVINONMENT AND
FUBLIC WORKS

FOREIGN RELATIONS

Anited States Henate VETERANE APPAIS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

United States Department of Defense

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Leg:slatwe Aﬁ‘ws
Hon. Robert Wilkie

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hon. Robert Wﬂkié,

B contacted my office concerning an issue with the
nclosed you will find information surrounding his concern.

Departmentofeme ]

Your assistance in addressing thys is areatly appmclatcd. Jamia Porter, one of my
staff memmbers, is in contact wi fand will appnsc him of your findings. If
you have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please
contact Jamia at (217) 492-5089.

Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,
Barack Obama
United States Senator
607 East Adams St.
Suite 1520
Springfield, IL 62701
(217) 492-5089
BOv-
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 3, 2006

Honorable Robert Wilkie

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

‘Washington, District of Columbia 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Wilkie:
The enclosed correspondence was received in my Chicago office from my consﬁtuent,“
Attached you will find his letter which gives a more accurate description and

explanation of his issues.

I would appreciate your looking into this matter at your earliest convenience. Please advise Scott
Books, who assists me in these matters, of your findings.

If you require any further assistance or have additional questions, please do not hesitate to
contact Scott Hooks at 312-886-3506.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

SN =

Senator Barack Obama
United States Senator
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Binited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 2, 2007 ' ;

Hon. Robert Gates

. Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We are writing to urge you to relieve from duty Lieutenant General (LTG) Kevin Kilcy, the
Army Surgcon General and Commander of Army Medical Command. LTG Kiley commanded Walter
Reed Army Medical Center from June 2002 to September 2004 and has scrved as Army Surgeon General
since that time. Both in his tenure as Commander at Walter Reed and as Army Surgeon Geaeral, LTG
Kiley was aware of the unacceptable living conditions for outpatients and the lack of assistance for our
nation’s injured service men and women fighting the military medical bureaucracy. By all accounts and
LTG Kjley’s own words, it is clear that he failed to address these problems.

Under the command of then Major General Kiley, a culture of neglect and indifference to
outpatient concerns developed at Waller Reed. LTG Kilcy’s recent statements indicate he is stubbornly
continuing to propagate this command climgte now as Army Surgeon General, even as seniot Army and
Department of Defense officials acknowledge the problems in the Army Medical Command. Simply
stated, LTG Kiley does not get it. It is my belief that the dismissive command climate established by LTG
Kiley is nothing short of 2 national disgrace and that a vital step in temedying the problem is his removal . [
from command. We notc that the removal of those suberdinate to LTG Kiley eerily mirrors the |
embarrassment of Abu Ghraib when underlings were scapegoated to ingulate thosg higher in the chain of
command.

We are aware that Major General (MG) George Weightman, the head of Walter Reed, was
relieved of his command at the facility. Yet M(: Weightman commanded the facility for just seven
months. LTG Kiley, on the other hand, cstablished mapy of the procedures and poligies that are in place
at Walter Reed and has had continuous oversight of the facility since June of 2002. It is evident that LTG
Kiley set the tone of indifference during his command at Walter Recd and aliowed this tone to now spread
through the full Army Medjcal Command.

We note in particular the contrast hetween MG Weightman’s responsg to the recent series of
Waskington Post articles about Walter Reed and LTG Kiley’s response. MG Weightman immediately
and publicly took personal responsibility for the problems at Walter Reed. Meanwhile, his commander
and predecessar, L1G Kiley, dismissed the problems outlined in the articles as minor. We know from
your public statements, those of Secretary Gates and my own personel inspection of Walter Reed earlier
this weck that the problems are not minor.

WIMMIIII'MIIIlllllllllﬂﬂll'illHIE'MNII
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Hon. Robert Gates
March 2, 2007
Page 2

You also likely share our astonishment in reading of the experiences ‘
House Defense Appropriations Subconimittee member Rep. Bill Young. She recently described to the
Washington Post (“Hospital Officials Knew of Negleet,” March 1, 2007) her and her busband's repeated
encounters with Kiley during his cominand at Walter Reed where they had raised concerns about what
they had scen at the hospital. EHEEE Isaid of LTG Kiley, “He has skirted this stuff for five years and
blamed everyone eise.” ‘

LTG Kiley's own public statements following the Washirigton Post serics 2lso reveal serious
problems in his command approach. LTG Kiley immediately suggested that the situation was blown out
of proportion, stating to the media on o tour of Building 18 on February 22, 2007 that the problems
“wereni’L seripus and there weren’t a lot of (hein.,” He also said Uiat the problems were not “emblematic
of & process of Walter Reed that has abandoned soldiers and their families.”

In an appearance on February 21 on the News Howr with Jim Lehrer, Kiley said, “We’re not
letting soldiers languxsh " He explained, “The issues ... have been about the quality of life, specifically
some of the issues in Building 18, and then the bureaucracy.” The next day LTG Kiley explained ata
press conference that “while we have some issues here, this is not horrific, catastrophic failure”’ Ttis a
catastrophic failure when disabled soldicrs and their familics are foreed to endure months and often years
of bureaucratic obstacles and iijured men and womcu are living in housing infested with vermin with
walls are covered in mold.

Lt. General Kiley musi be held accountable. The nation owces our military men and women who
have sacrificed for our country the very best in medical care, services and support, ot a new fight with a
Byzantine command climate and medical bureaucracy. That requires a senior commander who believes in i
establishing a command climate that dernands and delivers the best, not a culture of neglect and :
indifference. The problems in the Army Medical Command have occurred bath under L1G Kiley's
command and decause of LTG Kiley's command. One important step in fixing them is to terminate LTG
Kiley’s command.

We are hopeful that the Army will heed of the words of Vice Chief of Staff General Richard
Cody when he called the problems “u breakdown in leadership.” (“At Walter Reed, “We're Going to Pix
It,” Washington Post, February 22, 2007). All indications arc that the lcader most responsible for these
failures is LTG Kiley.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

SK r:c 2 BARACK OBAMA

Senator
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While we are pleased at this commitment, it is apparent that the challenges at Ft.
Carson cannot be solved by General Hammond alone. - Therefore, we urge you to easure
that Ft. Carson and every other military mstallation facing similar problems are given the
resources and direction necessary to provide an optimal level of care for our service
members. We will be following-up with a more detailed staff'report on Ft. Carson in the
near futare, and we expect the Department of Defense to immediately review thosc
findings and take appropriate action to'see that any and all problems are corrected,

Congress and the American people have made clear, especially following the
revelations at Walter Reed Army Medical Center, that substandard care for injured
scrwocmmbetswﬂlnotbetoletmd ‘These men and women have stood up for our
country, and we have no greater obhga‘qonﬂ:anto stand with them and their families in
their hours of greatest need.

Please respond as soon as possible to mdlcate your plans to address these issucs.

Sincersly,

é’m

Barbara Boxer
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September 19, 2007

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing with regard to an incident in Baghdad carlier this week involving the State
Department's security escort, which is made up of armed private contractors from the Blackwater
firm. During a firefight last weekend, Blackwater security contractors killed 8 people and
wounded 14 others,

This incident, which isuMerinvesﬁgaﬁon at the Department of State, raises larger
questions about the role of private security contractors. An estimated 48,000 private secarity
employees are operating in Iraq, and more than 1,000 contractors have died in Iraq since 2003,
As last weekend’s incident illustrates, little is known about what functions these security
contractors are performing, how much their services are costing, what military and safety
equipment they are provided, and what rules of engagement they are following. .

For that reason, in February, I introduced the Transparency and Accountability in !
Military and Security Contracting Act (8. 674). The bill would require federal agencies to report
to Congress on: the total number of security contractors; the total cost of the contractors; the
number of contractors killed or wounded; information about the military and safety equipment
provided to contractors; and a description of disciplinary action taken against contractors. The .
bill would improve coordination between security contractors and U.S. armed forces by requiring
the issuance of rules of engagement, clarify the legal status of contractors, and require
investigation of criminal misconduct engaged in by contractors.

In an effort to lemmoreaboutBlad:wdtefs'op«uuomm Iraq, I am intervested in getting
your reaction to several issues und&the:fm!sdlcﬁonof the Department of Defense.

1) The press has reported several other instances involving Blackwater, including a
reported shooting of the Iraqi Vice President's security guard, reported shootings of Interior
Ministry employees, and reported armed standoffs between Blackwater employees and Iragi
police. Has the Pentagon investigated these or other incidents? If yes, what were the results of
those investigations?

2) Last year, CongrmenactedmdthePresidents:@edmtolawapromonstaungd\at
contractors operating in contingency operations would potentially fall under the Uniform Code
of Military Justice (UCMY). Is it your view that any illegal actions by private secarity




contractors in Iraq would be punishable under the UCMJ? If not, under what legal process
would they be held accountable?

3) More than 13,000pﬁvateseuuityconu-wtouhavcbemroportedwomde/d(inlraqand
reports suggest that meny suffer from the same challenges that many of our soldiers, including
post-traumatic stress disorder, once they return home. What steps are their contracting firms
taking to ensure long term care for employees that require it?

4) Lastly, I am concerned about the impact of this incident — and similar incidents — on
our overall effort o end the war in Iraq, Has the Department of Defense conducted an analysis
of the consequences of turning over duch srmed fnctions in & war zone to contractors outside
mechamofomnmmdmdwhetha‘%his%uowcingmmdlyhmg.mﬂm'thmhdmn;om
counter-insurgency efforts, cspecially in winning local hearts and minds?

I'look forward to your prompt responses to these questions. Thank you.
Sincerely,

United States Senator




Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 17, 2007

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secrotary Gates:

As you know, in many cases, members of the National Guard and Reserves are
required to serve for 730 days in order to receive the level of educational
benefits afforded to their active duty counterparts. However, according to recent news
accounts, 2 number of returning service members have discovered that they will not
receive these benefits either because they served a few days less than 730 days, or
because their service orders were issued for a few days less than 730 days.

I believe that these members of the National Guard and Reserves are being
unfairly treated, and I ask that you review the prevalence of such cases, exercise some
flexibility and, where appropriate, grant waivers from this service requirement for
educational benefits. Iam particularly interested to receive from the Department an
aoccounting of orders issued to lllinois members serving in the Guard and Reserves to
determine whether any have fallen into this same predicament.

This problem is just one challenge presented by the complexity of the current
maze of educational benefits and the varying eligibility requirements facing our returning
sesvice members. Even as Congress works to update these benefits, slash red tape, and
ensure faimess and equity for our service members, I would ask that you respond to these
interim questions:

e What statutory authority, if any, does the Department of Defense currently have to
provide waivers for those cases in which members of the Guard or Reserves have
fulfilled their commitment to serve our nation but have falien short of receiving
benefits that are due to their active duty counterparts?

o What plans are underway to review orders issued since 9/11 to Guard members
and Reservists in other states, including llinois, to determine how widespread this
problem is, and does the Pentagon plan to provide waivers for these cases? If so,
what would be the military’s threshold for time served in order to grant the more
generous educational benefit to members of the Guard and Reserves until the law
can be revised?
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s What legislative changes would the Department recommend to correct the
inequities in the eligibility criteria for educational besiefits for our service
members? For example, would the Department support revising the applicable
statute so that our members of the National Guard and Reserves could use their
educational benefits upon separation, as their active duty counterparts can?

While there are different views of the war in our country, I know there is no
disagreement about the tremendous sacrifice being made by the men and women who are
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. They have performed valiantly under exceedingly
difficult circumstances, They have done everything that we have asked of them. And at
a minimum, we owe them educational benefits that are accessible and commensurate
with their noble service.

For that reason, I ask that you review the prevalence of cases of Guard and
Reserve members who have fallen a few days short of receiving the educational benefits
they deserve, exercise some degree of flexibility in addressing these cases and, wherever
appropriate, I ask that you graut waivers from this service requirement. Thank yon for
your consideration to this request.

Sincerely,

C(—

Barack Obama
United States Senator
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nited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 23, 2007

The Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Peatagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to request a full accounting from the Department of Defense on
the mmnber of psychological injuries sustained by service members since October 2001
and how the military reports on and jnvests in treating these less visible psychological
injuries. Recent media accounts indicate that the mumber of service members seaking
caze for Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) from the Veterans Administration (VA)
jumped 70% over s.12-month period, or an increase of some 20,000 cases. In addition,
reports of the total number of cases of PTSD treatment at the VA since 2001 - 50,000
cases — far exceed the number of wounded documented by (he Pentagon.

While the literature suggests that symptoms of psychological injuries such as
PTSD often surface afver the initial trauma, these reported numbers 1ot caly underscore -
the increase in demand for mental health resources zmong out veterans, but suggest that
many of our brave active duty service members are sustaining less visible psychological
injuries at a time when the militery faces a severe shortage of behavioral health
personnel. As a vesult, many of our warriors may Jack access to care just at a time when
carly treatment could be beneficial. In light of the fact thas mental health care is now the
second largest area of VA treatment songht by Iraq and Afghanistan veterans, it ia
incumbent on the military to ensure it is providing adequate treatment before our warmicrs
ever scparate from service. Especially in combat theaters, where recent reports also
suggest & spike in suicides, we mast ensure service members facing the strsss of combat -
operations have access 1o resonrces and care for psychological injuries.

For these reasons, we agk that you provide the following information:

o What js the total number of cases of PTSD among active duty service members
docomented by each military departraent since October 20017 Please distinguish
between those cases that were diagnosed in and cut of a combet theater. Is this

I number reparted in the Pentagon’s regular compilation of wounded/injured
’ : figures, whether or not cases require a medical evacustion? Of this number, how
many received treatment from a mental health professional?
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¢ What is the total nimber of other reported peychological injuries docamented by
each military department sinoe October 200127 Please distinguish between those
cases thet were disgnosed in and out of a combat thester. Is this aumber reported . - |
in the Pentagon’s regular compilation of wounded/injured figures, whother or not g
cases require a medical evacuation? Of this number, how many received
treatmen from a mental health professional?

s What procedures and referral mechanigms are in place in cach military
department for a service member who may want to seek counseling in a combat
theater? How are service members currently trained to identify symptoms of
combat stress?

o What is the zpproximate number of mental hezlth staff, differentizted by
specialty, deployed in Iraq and Afghenistan, by calendar quarter and military
department, since October 2001? Of this number, on aversge how many ere

. embedded with units in forward operating areas?

o What is the mxmber of mental health staff, differentiated by speciaity, for exch
major mobilization and demobilization Army and Marine Corps site? Please
provide the nomber ofmﬂimypersomel assigned to each ofthaemshlhmns

s What incentives are in place, or being considered, to attract additional behavioral
health specislists, differentiated by specialty?

s For Fiscal Year 2002 through 2007, what has been the total annual expenditure,
by quarter apd toilitary department, on mental health care for active duty service -
members? Of these totals, how much was apmdcdforstaﬁng,bothformthy

personnel and private contractors?

Caring for the meutal heaith of our service members shonldbeasi:npormas
caring for their phrysical wounds. Thank you for providing this information to our offices
by November 13, 2007.

Stncerely,

s Wm(

- Barack Obama , Chistopher S. Bond
' United States Senator United States Senator







BARACK OBAMA
LLINOIS

Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

United States Department of Defense

Acting Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Hon. Robert Wilkie

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hon. Robert Wilkie,

My constltuent,

Your assistance in addressing :___,_u er i
staff members, is in contact with [

Jamia at (217) 492-5089.
Thank you for your assistance.
Sincerely,

&@\

Barack Obama
Umted States Senator

COMMITTEES:
HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS

HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

FOREIGN RELATIONS
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

icontacted my office concermng an issue with her family now
serving in Iraq. Encloscd you will find information surrounding her concern.

preatly apprcciatcd Jamia Porter, one of my
Jand will apprise her of your findings. If you
have any questions surrounding this matter or require further information, please contact

607 East Adams St. e

Suite 1520

Springfield, IL 62701

(217) 492-5089 .
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Wnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

December 14, 2007

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are concerned over reports that members of our Armed Forces with
underlying mental health conditions are not receiving balanced, fair, and impartial
reviews when facing judicial punishment and administrative discharge for engaging in
misconduct that could be related to their conditions.

We understand and support the necessity of maintaining good order and discipline
in the military. At the same time, we are concerned that the decision to prosecute a
service member with serious mental health issues may, in some cases, be carried out
without appropriate consideration of recommendations made by uniformed mental health
providers. As such, we ask you to promptly review guidelines for the administrative
handling of such complex cases.

On December 2, 2007, The Washington Post ran a story entitled A Soldier’s
Officer” that clearly illustrates our concerns. The piece details the ordeal of Army First
Lieutonant Elizabeth Whiteside, who according to available reports, served honorably at
both Water Reed Army Medical Center (WRAMC) and in Iraq before experiencing
severe mental health symptoms and attempting snicide. During her apparent suicide

- attempt, Lt. Whiteside threatened a mumber of her fellow service members, and as a
result, we understand the Army is currently deciding whether to pursue a court-martial
against her.

What we find particularly troubling about this case is that military commanders
with no medical training derided the documented medical opinions as to Lt. Whiteside’s
mental condition and their bearing on the casc. Colonel Terrence J. McKenrick,
commander of the Warrior Transition Brigade at Waltcr Reed, charged that even though
medical professionals had determined Lt. Whiteside had a “severe mental disease or
defect, she knowingly assaulted and threatened others and injured herself.” Another
commander wrote that Lt. Whiteside’s “defense that she suffers from a mental disease
excusing her actions is just that...an excuse; an excuse to distract from choices and
decisions made by Lt. Whiteside.” These statements are contrary to the apparent
recommendations of Lt. Whiteside’s battalion commander in Iraq that disciplinary
actions not be taken, and show a callous disregard for the diagnosis of qualified
psychiatrists at WRAMC, who found that Lt. Whiteside suffercd from a “severe major
depressive disorder and a personality disorder” and “disassociation with reality.”
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We believe that service members should be held accountable for their actions, and
we recognize that the Manual for Courts-Martial provides procedures for handling mental
health issues in judicial proceedings. Howevet, this case highlights the need for the
Department to review its administrative procedurgs and training programs to ensure that
commanders give full and fair consideration of the recommendations made by trained
mental health providers before initiating disciplinary actions against soldiers suffering
from mental diseases. '

Additionally, as Senators who have worked extensively to improve mental health
care services for our armed forces, we find it unacceptable that officers with no medical
training—who are required by law to protect the impartiality of the military justice
process—would make dismissive statements regarding Lt. Whiteside’s mental health
condition. These comments only undermine respeot for the mental health profession and
increase the stigma associated with seeking mental health care.

According to the Congressionally-mandated report of the Department of Defense
Task Force on Mental Health, “every military leader bears responsibility for addressing
stigma; leaders who fail to do so reduce the effectiveness of the service members they
lead.” The Department is best served by ending policies that discriminate against service-
members who suffer from mental health problems and working to eliminate the stigma
that prevents too many from seeking care. That is why we strongly urge you to ensure
that the recommendations of qualified medical professionals play a clearly defined and
important role in proceedings to discharge or punish any service member with an '
underlying mental health condition.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,
Cusbe, BA %M@/
Barbara Boxer Christopher S. Bond
United States Senator - United States Seniator
&Y Y 2 i
Barack Obama John F. Kerry

United States Senator United States Sendtor




BARACK OBAMA COMMITTEES:
ILLINOIS HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS

'GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Anited States Senate FOREIGN RELATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 VETERANS® AFFAIRS
January 11, 2008
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am deeply troubled by news reports that Blackwater Worldwide dispersed CS gas, a riot control
substance, in an intersection populated by U.S. military personnel and Iraqi civilians in 2005.

Press reports indicate the CS gas was dispersed by both a helicopter and an armored vehicle and
that it temporarily blinded drivers, pedestrians, and at least 10 American soldiers operating the
checkpoint. U.S. military personnel reportedly said that there were no signs of gunfire or other
forms of violence at the checkpoint at the time the riot control agent was dispersed.

The seriousness of this incident, which appears to be part of a pattern of misconduct by
Blackwater over the last several years, emphasizes yet again the need to address serious
questions about the role and oversight of contractors operating in Iraq and the extent to which
their conduct could be jeopardizing our military’s efforts to bring this war to a responsible end.
Accordingly, I ask that you respond to the following questions:

1. Did the Department of Defense conduct an investigation of this incident, and if so, what were
the results? Was Blackwater authorized to carry and use CS gas or any other riot control agent?

2. What are the rules of engagement governing the use of riot control agents in Iraq by U.S.
military personnel and contractors? Who in the U.S. government can authorize the use of riot
control agents in Iraq? How many times have they been used in Iraq by U.S. military personnel
or contractors, and what were the circumstances?

3. What were the effects of the riot control agent, which can cause a severe burning sensation in -
the eyes, difficulty breathing, and in some cases nausea and vomiting, on U.S. military personnel ]
and Iraqi civilians who were exposed in this incident? SE
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Ilook forward to your prompt responses to these questions. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Barack Obama
United States Senator
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BARACK OBAMA

’ , HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR AND PENSIONS
"Jﬂmttﬂ 51.3‘15 5 enate FOREIGN RELATIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20810 VETERANS' AFFAIRS
February 11, 2008
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1400
Deer Secretary Gates:

I am troubled by news reports that the U.S. Army suppressed an unclassified stady of the
planning for postwar Irag prepared by the RAND Corporation because it was critical of the
‘White House, the Department of Defense, and other government agencaes.

Press reports indicate RAND submitted an unclassified version of the report titled “Rebuilding
Iraq” in 2005 in the hope that its publication would contribute to the public debate about how
best to prepare for future conflicts. The RAND study reportedly concluded that the
Administration miscalculated the requirements for reconstruction and that “there was never an
attempt to develop 2 single national plan that integrated humanitarian assistance, reconstruction,
govemance, infrastructure developmeat, and postwar security.” It also reportedly concluded that
poor planning had “the inadvertent effort of strengthening the insurgency” because of the lack of
sectmty and basic services for Iragis.

The conclusions of this report emphasize yet again the need for transparency in the management
of postwar efforts in Iraq to ensure that our current approach is not jeopardizing our military’s
efforts to bring this war to a responsible end, Accordingly, I ask that the Department of Defense
provide a copy of the unclassified report prepared by the RAND Corporation on “Rebuilding
Traq” to Congress. If the unclassified report will not be provided to Congress, I ask that you
provide a justification for this decision,

I look forward to-your prompt response. Thank you. : SECDEF CABLES
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Sincerely,

MR
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