
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20516 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is to authorize Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) to lead the 
Congressional fact-finding CO DEL to India during the time period of Friday, 
February 13through Sunday, February 22. The House is not scheduled to be 
in the session at this time. 

The purpose of this fact-fmding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a 
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Carretta Scott King's visit to study the roots of non-violent 
philosophy and 20th Century freedom movements. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds· for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

Chairman 

CBR/jg 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, DC 20516 

February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is to authorize Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA) and Jim McDermott 
to participate in the Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time 
period of Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not 
scheduled to be in the session at this time. 

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a 
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50th anniversary of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott. King's visit to study the roots of non-violent 
philosophy and 20th Century freedom movements. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 
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Febmlry 10. 2009 

Sccreraty of Defense Robert Gates 
Department of Defense 
The Pemagon 

Dear Sccretaty Oates, 

Please revieW- the attached letter dated FebruatY s. 2009 &om PMmedbc, a business in my 
district. 

Panmcdix specializes in telemedicine smeemng applicariou for diso;rders of the central 
nervous system. an important medical capability for our modeDl military. ~you een 
sec. their letter details a list of questions they have mgazdina their work with the 
Department ofDof'euc dadDa back to 2001. 

The letter raises cODCemJ regardiDg the worlc of the Deplrtmellt and its dealing! with 
P•nmedlx.. Please review their letter md provide a response. I would appdCiate rmswem 
to their qvesdons in the attached Jetter to tho s;reatest extent possible. 'Ibamk you in 
advance for your attention to this matter. 

Please do not hcsitat.e to contact me if,vtt have aay questions or concems. 

SiJJccnly. 

y~,yc.~ 
euold Nadler 

Member of Consress 

OSD 01402-09 
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HARRY TEAGUE 
2D DISTRICT, NEw MEXICO 

<l!nngrtss nf t4t llluittb i'tatts 
D;nust of ltpresentatiurs 

11asQingtnn,ll<£ 20515-1102 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 9, 2009 

1007 LoNGWORTH Housl O•I'IC£ Bulu:.IQ 
(2021 225-2385 

I would like to call to your direct attention that William Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Texas 
recently announced that Army personnel had used an Improper procedure to administer Insulin shots 
from August 2007 to January of this year. This has resulted in over 2,000 persons potentially exposed to 
blood-borne disease, such as Hepatitis C, Hepatitis Band HIV. As the Congressman from Southern New 
Mexico, many of whose veterans and military personnel are served by William Beaumont, and as a 
Member of the House Veterans' Affairs Committee, 1 was very concerned about this Incident. According 
to the hospital, 31 percent of those exposed were veterans who received the shots on an Inpatient 
basis. The Veterans' Clinic In El Paso routinely works with William Beaumont to help treat veterans. 

Last week I sent the enclosed letter to William Beaumont Commander Colonel James Baunchalk 
regarding this Incident and requested a response by this Friday, February 13. Commander Baunchalk did 
quickly acknowledge receipt of my Inquiry and 1 await his response. The purpose of my Inquiry is to get 
to the mot of what went wrong at William Beaumont so that we can take appropriate steps to prevent 
this from ever happening again. 

As we learn more about what exactly transpired at the hospital, I look forward to working with you to 
ensure accountability for the errors made at William Beaumont and to ensure high levels of medical care 
for our veterans and military personnel. 

Additionally, I know you are aware that my district Includes several military facilities, Including White 
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, that are of the utmost Importance to both our 
national defense and Southern New Mexico communities. 1 would very much like to have you visit us in 
Southern New Mexico to see these Installations and the great work In which our service members are 
engaged. 

Sincerely, 

.4k""AA!//O.,. ~~ 
':"~ 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

OSD 01403-09 
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7. can you positively Identify all patients who may have received insulin shots through the 
Incorrect procedure? 

8. It Is my understanding that this Incorrect procedure began in August of 2007. What happens in 
the event that you do not have up-to-date contact Information for patients who may be at risk? 

9. If an Individual believes he or she may be at risk due to an insulin shot he or she received at 
WBAMC, what steps should an Individual take to determine whether or not they may need 
medical testing or treatment? 

10. I bave been Informed that roughly 9% of those affected are residents of New Mexico and may 
live a great distance from WBAMC. What steps are you taking to facilitate testing and further 
treatment for patients who live far away from WBAMC? 

11. ·what specific steps Is WBAMC taking to ensure that this does not happen again? 

I would also like to thank you In advance for your responses to my questions. I look forward to working 
with you to ensure our veterans receive only the highest level of medical care. 

Sincerely, ~ 

;r~ ~u.e_ 
Member of Consress 
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GARY G. MillER 

ASSISTANT WHIP AT LA~GE 

COMMlT'TEE ON FINANCIAl SEIWICES 

COPJ1Min£E ON TRANSPORTA'nQN 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

BUtLDING A BE"''THH AMI! RICA CAUCUS, 
CI-IAIRNMI 

Congressional Liaison 

UNITED STATES 

HOUSE. OF REPI<ESENTATIVF..S 

Febnwy .5, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

RE: Coastal Defeue Products, Inc. 
TIN •. . . 
Dear Congressional Uaison: 

No.3552 P. 2 

24381'!A '1'8<.11\1'1 liouSE OfFICII Bvu.lll NG 
WASitiNGTOt-1, DC 21)51!1 

TEL: (202} 2Z5-3201 
FAX: (202) 226-6962 

1800 eAST LA~t.~••I'IT Ao""· SurrE 160 
B"IA. CA 92821 

n~: 17141257·1142 
flAX: (714)257-9242 

200 CllllC CIONTVI 
hlltWON Vn;.JO, CA 92691 

TEL; (949)470-6484 

This letter is on behalf of my constituent, Donald Clark, concerning his business. Coastal 
Defense Products, Inc, which has a government con~ct with the United States Air Force. Mr. 
and Mrs. Clark have not received their progress payments and arc therefore unable to make 
payroll. Mr. Clark also noted that the DCAA has not released the audit to the DCMA to be able 
to make the payment and they are very concemed about this. What is the status of this situation? 
Any infonnation or assistanu you can provide will be greatly appreciated 

I would be appreciative if you or a member of your staff would review the enclosed 
. documents pertaining to my constituent's case and provide assistance in resolving this situation. 

Please direct your correspondence to the attention of my staff member, Lisa King, in my Brea 
office. My fax nwnber is (714) 257-9242. 

Thank you in advance for your assistance. I look forward to your reply. 

Sincerely, 

h-A~ 
GARY G. MILLER 
Member of Congress 

OSD 01404~09 
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GENE TAYLOR 
o4111 Ollmllc:Y, ........... 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES -· 

CHAIRMAN 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPoWEA AND 

!XI'EDITIONARY FORCES 

Congress of tflt llnittb ~tatts 
COMMITTEE ON TllANSI'ORTAllON 

AND INFRASTilUCTURE 

-ou•t of 1\tprestntatibes 
Rla~tngton~ D€: 20515-2404 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 3, 2009 

22ti8 RAV8URN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 2D51&--a404 

1202) 225-6712 
FAX: 1202) 225-707• 

DIS1lUCf OfFICE& .. 
24M 14nt STREET 

GUU:PORT, MS M01 
C228l 8&4-7870 

701 MAIN STREET 
SUITEZ15 

HATIIESBURO. MS38401 
111011~ 

21100 GOVERNMENT SlJIEET. SUITE B 
OCEAN SPIWIIGS. MS 3I5M 

12281872-71150 
127 CENTRAl.. AVENUE 

LAI.IAEL. MS 3N40 
16011~ 

•12 tNiV 10, SUITE 8 
BAY ST. LOUIS. MS 38520 

CZZBI-481HJ231> 

I write to express my concerns about the acquisition and subsequent sale of real property 
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) at Gulfport, Mississippi, occurring in . 
2003. 

I have recently received copies of letters sent by fmmer Principal Deputy Under 
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles S. Abell to the chairmen of the 
House and Senate Armed Services Committees (dated August 6, 2003) notifying them 
that theAFRH intended to sell"tWo beachfront properties" located at 1804 and 1814 
Beach Drive,· Gulfport, Mississ-ippi. For your review, I have attached copies of the 
aforementioned letters. 

Mr. Abell's letters state that the properties "were acquired earlier this year as part of a 
larger property acquisition." The letters explain that the ''original acquisition was for 

· 10.02 acres of land on the eastern border of the Gulfport facility" and that the purchase 
price for this aereage was "$5-.692 million." . 

According to Mr. Abell's letters, the "AFRH is currently in receipt of two offers to 
purchase the property from Messers. Brent Warr and Gene Wm" and he had "decided to 
accept these offers" which would "result in $1 million, which will be deposited into the 
AFRH Trust Fund ... The letter, however, distinguishes that the two properties being 
resold to the Wam'are "smaller" than the original10.02 acre parcels. 

As I review this transaction, the following. questions come to mind: 

1. At the time that AFRH purchased the original 10.02 acres, what was the 
property's total appraised value, including acreage and all structures on the 
property? . 

2. What was the size of the "smaller'' parcels soid to the Warrs? What, if any, 
portions were retained by AFRH after the sale? 

3. What was the appraised value of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs? 
4. What was the sale price of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs? 
S. According to the 2003 letters, "$1 million was to be deposited into the AFRH 

Trust Fund." If there was a discrepancy between the sale price and the sum I 
deposited in the AFRH Trust Fund for these properties, what became of the ~~ 
balance? 

llllfllllliifll1111 ' 



6. Mr. Abell•s letter described the parcels that the AFRH sold to the Warrs as 
beachfront properties. Where are these properties located with respect to the rest 
of the original purchase? Are these parcels within the boundaries of the 10.02 
acres in the original purchase? · 

I would greatly appreciate if you could furnish answers to the questions posed above and 
any relevant documents on which they are based including but not limited to appraisals, 
deeds, financial transactions, property descriptions, sale papers, etc. 

I request that you furnish the information within two weeks of receipt of this letter. If you 
need additional time to provide answers to these questions or have any questions 
regarding this matter, please do·not hesitate to contact me. 

GT:sp 
Enclosures (2) 

cerely,f~ 

GENETk~~-
Member of Congress 

CC; Hon. Ike Skelton, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee 
Timothy Cox, Chief Operating Officer, AFRH 



«ongress of t}f.e Jlniteil ~tates 
Ba.sfJbtgtnn, D« 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1 0()0 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretmy, 

February S, 2009 

We write in support ofDr. Solomon Passy's nomination for the position ofSecretaiy 
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We respectfully request that the 
United States lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select 
NATO's next Secretary General as the torrent term of Secretary General lapp de Hoop 
Scheffer expires later this year. 

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergcy Stanishev ofBulgaria proposed Dr. 
Pauy as a candidate for the Secre1ary General position during a meeting with Presideat Bush 
on June 18, 2008. 

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy has demonstrated a clear vision and solid 
leadership in international relations, particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of 
Bulgaria's parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw 
Pa<:t and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also founded the 
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NOO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. · 
Years later~ Dr. Passy's vision was achieved when, while serving as BuJgaria 's Foreign 
Minister, he negotiated and signed the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full 
Member ofNA TO in 2004 and the EU in 2005. 

International ciroumstances present a window of opporbmity for advances in both 
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary 
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would sUengthen ties 
between NATO and the United States as weD as serve the important cause of continued 
European integration. 

Thank you in advance for your kind consideration. 

Sincerely, 

PRJNTEO ON RECYClED PAPER 



Signed·by: 

Rep. LinColn Diaz-Balart (R-FL) 

Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT) 

Rep. Mike Mcintyre (D-NC) 

Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) 



DEMOCRATS 

- FIUIIR. CAUfOIINIA. ~ 
COflRINE BROWN, FlORIDA 
VIC SNVOER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEl H. IAICHAUO. MAINE 
STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDliN, SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY E. IAITCHEll. ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALL. NEW YORK 

'M.~. l}oust of ~tprtStntatibts 
DEBORAH l. HAlVORSON, ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELlO. VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIAO D. RODRIGUEZ. TE~AS 
JOE DONNElLY. INDIANA 
JERRY IAcNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J . WALZ. MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIR(PATRICK. ARIZONA 
GlENN C. NYE. VIRGIN IA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE 0FFICf BUilOONG 

WASHINGTON , DC 20515 

http://lleterans. house.gov 

February 5, 2009 

III'PUBUCANS 

STEVE BUYER. *DIANA.­
Cliff STeARNS. FlQflii>A 
JERRY MORAN,l<ANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. Jft, SOUTH CAAOLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FlOfliO" 
JOHN BOOZMAN, ARI<"NSS<S 
BRIAN P 81LBHAY. CAliFORNIA 
DOUG lAMBORN, COLORADO 
GUS M. B<URAl(IS, PI.OftDA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FlORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E SMnH 
REPUBLICI.N STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEl 

As part of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs responsibilities, I authorize 
Geoffrey Bestor and Arthur Wu, staff on the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, to travel on official government business to Albuquerque, NM 
during the period ofFebruary 17-18,2009. 

The primary purpose of their visit is to observe the joint venture between VA and 
the Air Force at Kirtland Air Force Base; and to review the Research and 
Development Cooperative Studies Program operations in Albuquerque. 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in New Mexico. It would be appreciated if 
the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, 
including transportation to facilitate' this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payme?t of actual and n.ecessai1f~x~ses ~nd. ~spo~~ion as may be required is 
authonzed pursuant to title ll, 'ttS.C, $ectH~~l'!~~g). · _;, 

.... ·" ·: 
·.· 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

MS/tc 

Sincerely, 

'-6.6-
BOB FILNER 
Chairman 

OSD 01439-09 I 
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The HOllOlBble Robart Oates 
Secretaty ofDefeuse 
The Pemaaon 
WashJnaton. DC 20301-1000 

'Dear Secretary Oates, 

February 12, 2009 

It Is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our azmual 
weekend issues confelence, which will be held the weckCDd of May 1, 2009 .in BedfonJ Springs, 
Peunsylvania. 

l · This is the cma time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside ofWasbfuaton to 
! braiDstorm BDd stratep on the most prossJna challcqes taema our nadon. Our Caucus is very 

interested to hear your strategies tor addressing 1be multiple uatioDa1 security challenps fachls 
the United States. 

My sta:ffwill work with your offtce to. schedule a time for you to speak. either on Friday 
aftemooD. May 1 or Saturday momin& May 2. President Obama has oonfirmcd his attcndaucc at 
the confeJence. 

I lcDow my colleapes will be tbriDed if you are able to join us. Please let me 1a1ow 
whether you will be able to attead, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper It the Democratic 
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637. 
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DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, C1w11MAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PEliiNSY\.VANIA 
NORMAN O. OICI<S, WAS~INGTON 
A1.AH 8. MOU.OI<AN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MAACV KAPTUR, OHIO 
~A J . VlSCI.OSKY, Ill! DIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY. IIIEW YORK 
JO~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L O.LAURO, COIIINECTlCVT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

~ngrrss of the tinittd ~tatm 
JO~N W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NOR~ CAROLI~ 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICII J, KENNEOY, R~DE ISlAND 
MAURICE 0 . ~INCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYIIAL·ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., IWNOIS 
CAROl. YN C. KllPA TIIICK, MIOiiGAN 
AU£N BOYD. FI.OIUOA 
04AKA FATTAH, PENNS'!\. VANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SAAIFORD D. BISMOP, JR_ GeORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
IARIIAAA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFf, CALifORNIA 
MIC~EL ~DA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER. MARYLAND 
~ CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASst:RMAN SC~UL TZ, FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TEIIINESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 1Rqlftsmtatiors 
~mmittrr on appropriations 
Washin_gton, Bet 20515-60J5 

February 5, 2009 

JERAV LEWIS, CAUFOANIA 
C. W. 8IU YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANI(R. WOLF, VIRGINA 
JACK KINGSTON. ~EORGIA 
RODNEY P. FR£UN~N. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHIIT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBEIIT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TE)(AS 
MICHAEl K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNeY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIIK. UINOIS 
ANDER CRENSMAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARl£11. l£XAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFOANIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LoTOUAETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AHD STiofF DIRECTOR 
BEVfiii.V PHETO 

l ELEPHOIIIE: 
(202122&-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Ms. Jennifer Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. 
Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to 
travel on official business to Vienna, Austria and Paris, France during the approximate 
tiw..: }A;r:od of February 15-21 ~ 2009. The puipose of this trip is to- review matters 
relating to the CIA, NSA and counter-terrorism operations and activities.' 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

:g~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
c. W. BI.L YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
fRANICR. WOlf, VIRGINIA 
JACK KJHGSTIDN, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
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ZACH WAIM', TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
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JO ANN ~MERSON, MISSOURI 
ICAY GR.t.NGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IUINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN H. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. lOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIRJIINIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C.UTOUIIETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STIII'F DIRECTOR 
BEVEAl Y PHEtO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) U~;-IDI 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John T. Salazar, a 
Member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Mexico, Nicaragua and 
Jamaica during the approximate time period of February 16 - 22, 2009. He will 
be joining a delegation led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. The purpose of this trip is to 
meet with government and non government officials regarding political and 
economic developments, and general bilateral relations with each.country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in 
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to 
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense 
to the government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be 
conducted via military aircraft. 
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February 13, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Adam Harris, staffmembe:rs of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of February 19-23, 2009, to Israel 
The purpose of this trip is to meet with Intelligence Community perso~mel to discuss conditions 
in Israel. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs io connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for exa.ullnation of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1 I O&(g). . 

It will be appreciated if you will have pe.rsonnel from the Department assist in maJdng 
whatever arrangements are necessary for th.is traveL The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft 

Sincerely, 

F~E:-17-2001 (14: 2'3 97% P.01 
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February 12,2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. I 
believe it to he a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to 
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and 
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the 
Department of Defense. 

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authorized 
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, which was passed in the 110111 Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use 
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended. or whose 
eligibility for retirement is suspended. due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend 
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five­
hwufred doUars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense 
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It 
has recently been called to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to 
this group of soldiers. 

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as 
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those 
whose service is extended. I feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men 
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully 
urge your attention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment 
to this great nation. 

LD:TG 

410 CANNOOt Hous• 0FFIC( BuiLDING 
w .. s .. NGTON, DC 20515 

(202122~31 
FAX: 12021226-5172 

629 NoRTH MAIN STREET 
JAMESTOWN, TN 38666 

(931187$-2361 
F..,x; 19311 879-2389 

477 NORlll CWANC£~~V STREET 
SuiTE A-1 

MCMINNVILLE, TN 37110 
19311 473-7251 

FAX; (931) 473-7259 

www.house.gov.nincolndavia 

1064 NORTH GAUWAV AVENUE 
RocKWOOD, TN 37854 
(8661~23 

F.ox: 186513&4-3318 

1804 CARMACK BOULEVARD 

SUITt! A 
ColUMBIA. TN 38401 
(9311~99 

. FAX; 19311491H1675 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Dr. Gates: 

Febmary 11, 2009 

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for 1he E-2D program as a 
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal 
attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform 
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to zeceive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Y car 2009, however, we are concerned 1hat current funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition ftom development to low rate production. 
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft. 

Therefore, we request that you reprogram fimds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRlP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Y car 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third LotH aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes 
procurement funding for all three LRJP Lot ll aircraft. 

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we Io6k forward to your 
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D 
program. 

sincerely, 

STEVE IS 
Member of Congress 

IIIII 



c. .. w ac.==1 CAROL cCARniY 
Member of Congress 

• 

~~~ TIM~~ 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief ofNaval Operations 

~G06·--·~ . GAR . ACKERMAN 
Member of Congress 

d.u~ 
MICHAEL A. ARCURI 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable ~ert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDcfense 
Department of Defense 
1000 DcfCDIC Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 18. 2009 

Thank you for your ongoing service and commitment to the defense of our country. 1 am 
extremely proud that my Congressional District is home to the Fort Knox military installation. 

Located at Fort Knox is Ireland Army Community Hospital. Tho hospital provides a vital 
service to the entire community. Built in 19S7. Ireland Army Community Hospital (IACH) 
provides top quality h~th care to Fort Knox and six. surrounding states. IACH serves the Fort 
Knox community with primary and specialty care providers. In addition to Kentucky, IACH"s 
area of responsibility also includes Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Wisconsin. The 
hospital is also home to Camp Memorial Blood Center and an Optica1 Fabrication Laboratoey. 

As you know~ included in The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 (H.R. 1) 
are substantial funds for infioastructurc improvements at Department of Defense facilities. I urge 
you to give Ireland Army Community Hospital full c:onsideratiOl) when deciding how to allocate 

. these infrastructure invcstmellt funds. 

Thank you for your consideration of this important request. Should your staff have any 
questions or need more information please contact John ConneD in my Washington office at 
(202) 225~3501 if you have any questions .. 

Pdf' 
BREIT G,....J.:L .. IJ ... "-1, "" • .w 

Member of Congress 

-~~.;w 

THIS MAILING .WAS PREPARED, PUS.LISHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPENSE. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secrt:t:lly of Defense 
Wasb.ingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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::mJiJnhingron, BQ: 20515-6015 

February 6, 2009 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John P. Murtha and the Honorable 
Norman Dicks, member of the Conunittee on Appropriations, and Paul Juola and Timothy 
Pr.ince, staff n1embers of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time 
period ofF ebruary 15- 18, 2009. to Seattle, Washington and Colorado Springs. Colorado. The 
purpose of This trip is to visit ?vfurJigan Army Hospit.al to obtain briefs on military health care and 
visit wounded Servicemen; to visit and tour Department of Defense and contractor installations 
in prepJ.ration for the fiscal year 2010 budget markup. Authorization is also granted for Mr. 
Munha to be returned to Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of 
protocol at no expense to the government. 

It will be appr~ciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arr::..ngements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

FEE-17-2081 0.;1: 2'3 

David Obey 
Chairman 

97% P.02 
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The Hono.rable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Wasbjngton~ DC 20301 

Dear Jv!r. Secretary: 
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Authorization is hereby grnnted to Sarah Young, staff member ofthe Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of Feb~ 16- 18,2009, to 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. The purpose of this trip is to join CO DEL Murtha. for his visit to 
Fort Carson, and to receive briefings on fiscal year 2010 budget and current status of the Missile 
Defense Agency . 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $1 09 per day. or the rate specified for High Cost 
G~ograpbical Areas, whichever is bieber, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

OSD 01716-09 
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KEvlN BRADY 
MoeER or CoNGAaa 
SlH D!SlftiCT or Tt;l~AS 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES' 
HOuSE. OF' REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 

February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Michael Gates 
SeCretary ofDefense 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

CoMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

.)01111 EcoNOMIC COMMITTU 

I write to you again to urge the Department ofDefense (DoD} to produce a full 
accounting for each facility in Iraq that was involved or associated with an electrocution 

· death or injury of any U.S. personnel or contractor. Smce Congressional attention was 
focused on this issue, the response from DoD and related departments SQCh as the DoD 
Office of Inspector General (DoD IG} have been less than satisfactoly. 

AB you lcnow.last year in the IlrJll ConSfeSS, government representatives from DoD, 
DoD 10, and the Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) testified before the 
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee regarding deficient electrical 
systems in Iraq. During that hearing, I directly asked each agency to identify who was 
responsible for the installation and maintenance of electrical generator that caused 
accidental electrocutions of U.S. persoDilel. One of the deceased was a twenty-three year 
old Army National Guard soldier, Staff Sgt. Chris Everett ofHuntsville. Texas. Staff 
Sgt. Everett was my consti~ent, and his untimely death oocumxl~ not because of emmy 
fire, but because the power-washer that he was using to wash a Rum.vee was improperly 
grounded. These arc not isolated incidents, as the Army has aoknowledged at least 16 
possible cases of electrocution. 

Moreover, recently I was extremely dismayed to learn that there has been yet another 
report of an American soldier reoelviug shocks from fil.cilities installed and maintained by 
U.S. contractors in Iraq. The Associated Press (AP) reports that Pfc. Justin Shults was 
tendered unconscious and suffered severe burns while showering in Tanniyah, Iraq. That 
these incidents continuo to threaten the lives and safety of our fighting men and women 
are unacceptable. 

Mr. Secretary, I believe you are as outraged as I am by these incidents, and I strongly. 
urge that the Department of Defense and its related agencies provide me a detailed 

3or c .. H- Hou• o,.,_ SU.LorNG, w ..... rHGTON. o.c. i!OBI& * 2o.a.aas-4ao1 
http:J/www.ll-•.aovlbr•dv 
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accounting regarding the chain of custody for the operation and maintenllllcc of electrical 
equipment and 18cilities that are comected to dectrocutions. Also, pJease provide an 
estimate as to when this report will be available. 

· Thank you for your Jeadersbip and service to our oountly, and your prompt attention to 
this important and tragic issue. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Brady 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Eighth District ofTexas 

Cc: The Honorable Gordon S. Heddell, Acting Inspector General Department ofDefeose 

t 



02/09/2009 ION 14:10 FAX 2549331650 Congressman John Carter ~002/003 

JOHN R. CARTiiR 
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MOUSE REPUBUCAN CONFERENCI: 
S!CRETAAY 

IIIIPUBUCAN STEERING COMMITTES: 

COMMimE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
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Hon. Robert Willdc 

Congms of tbt 1Jnittb 6tatr• 
l»out of 1\epteftntatibd 
'IIBWtJOrgton. J)t: 20515-4331 

Februazy 9, 2009 

Assistant Seoretary of Defense 
for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Depanmcnt of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentago,n 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Hon. Wilkie: 

G c.ta.1aN 110U8E OR'ICEIIIUI­
WIIII_It,OC 2CIII15o 

CZOZ122r.4814 

lmp;/lantar.hou&e.gov ---1717 N.llhW, 5ofl& :JOG 
-RGa<.TX7IGiol 

1512) ~ .. ttoO 

Mr. )ohn Roclcey, President of Rockey Entetprises regarding requests a copy ofthe 
lease criteria bid for GSA Lease, Solicitation Order 8TX242SA, has recently contacted 
me. GSA desires to lease approximately 50,000 square feet of office space in San 
Antonio to accommodate DOD Tricare Management Activity Center. He is coru::e.ms why 
his viable Class B property offoring is not considered. 

I have enclosed, for your review, copies of the correspondence I received. I would 
appreciate any infonnation you can pro~de so that I may pass it along to my constituent. 
I trust that this ease will receive your full consideration. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cheryl, Bell County Office, 6544 
B South Gene:ral Bruce Drive, Temple, TX. 16S02, phone 254·933-1392. Thank you for 
yourtimc. · 

Sincerely, 

JobnCarter 
· Member of Congress 

JC:ch 
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Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~ngrrss of thr tinittd ~tatrs 
'!\oust of tuprumtatiots 

ttommitttr on Slppropriations 
Dlashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

February 17,2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. IIIU YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROlD ROGeRS, KE~TIJCI(Y 
fAAijK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSE~. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH W!oN.P, l£NNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MIClHAEL IC. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
llliNMS R. REHBERG. MOOITANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFOIINIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LAlOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

Q.ERK AND STAfF DIIIECTOR 
SEVERLV PHETO 

TELEPHONE, 
(2021225-oa1'11 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 12,2009, granting authorization to the Honorable 
Rush Holt, Chainnan of the Select Intelligence Oversight Panel, and Mr. Adam Harris, staff member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Israel on February 20-23,2009. The purpose of this trip is 
to lJlt\et with Intelligence Community t}ersonnol to discuss conditions in Israel. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to change the dates of travel for the Honorable Rush Holt 
to February 19-23, 2003, and to February 18-23, 2009 for Mr. Adam Harris. 

It will be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 
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DcpW1menl of Dcfenst" 
Attn: Congre~ional Liaison 
1300 Dctensc Pentagon 
Washingtc:m, DC 20301 

February 16, 2009 

RE: Dale Lautenbach - Visions Upholstery and Canvali 

Dear Congressional Liaison. 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent. Mr. Dale Lautenbach, owner of Visions 
Upholstery and Canvns, a contractor for the Department of Defense. Mr. Lautenbach 
contacted my office for assi~1ance with correcting what he bet;eves to he an inju.CJtice 
regarding the acceptance of a recent bid Lo pnlduce gloves for the 000. 

1'(11 ,1 f W.,•t 11M "'L~\.(JN~~tl. 

. SOO· 77:!-4579 

Mr. Lautenbach sent a bid to the DOD on January 12, 2009, which was the deadline to 
bid on the project. Unforluna.tely. the fax was not received and/or processed by the DOD. 
A hlU'd copy ofthe proposal was aJso submitted via U.S. Mail. Mr. Lautenbach has 
already furnished a copy of his fax history that pmves UU!t he sent the proposal on time, 
however this bid is still being beld up by lhe legal department. 

T respectful.ly request thal you look into this znatter to detcnnine if me propo:W submitted 
by Visions Upholstery and Canvas c.an be accepted by th~ DOD. Mr. Lautenbach wishe.s 
to continue his good working relationship with the DOD and also put people b11ek to 
work here in northeast Wisconsin. Thank you for your time and con.c;ideration in this 
matter. 

SK/rl 

Sincerely, 

s.u r;r-, MJ 
Steve K.agen, MD 
Member or Congress 

Iiiii~·~ I'IIWI\'~ t otJ •'•I'Jtl~ tdltfe5" ''If nrt: wc;I I'U I'IIW'n:O 
,,,, .. ~ ........ 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 9, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 7, 2009, regarding Codel 
Tanner. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN) and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner 
The Honorable JoAnn Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) and Mrs. Leslie Gordon 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 
The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-:-KS) and~- Stephene Moore 
The Honorable John BooZman. (R-AR) 8nd :MrS:· Cathy Boozman 
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Charlie Melancon (D-LA) and Mrs. Peachy Melancon 
The Honorable Baron Hili (D-IN) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tanner . 
Mr. Paul Belkin, CRS Detailee to House Committee on Foreign Affairs 



Please note that Mr. David Hobbs, NATO PA Secretary General, has been invited 
to travel with the delegation from Paris to Vienna. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n ON\"'-f v~ 
NANCY PELtbSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



February 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: • 

This i$ in further reference to my letter of January 1 S, 2009, regarding Codel John Lewis. 
Please note that Turkey, Greece, and the United Arab Emirates have been added to the itinerary. 
The foJlowing Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Jolm Lewis (D-GA) 
The Honorable Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and Mr. Stuart Bachus 
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-WA) and Mrs. Therese Hansen 
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee (D~TX) 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable At Green (D-TX) 
The Honorable Andre Carson· (D~IN) and Mrs. Miriarna Carson 

Mr. Michael Collins, Floor Asst to the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip 
Mr. Michael Staley, Chief of Staff to Rep. Bachus · 
Ms. Iamila Thompson, Senior Policy Advisor to Rep. Lewis 
Ms. Brenda Jones, Communications Director to Rep. Lewis 

Please note that Mr. Stuart Bachus will be traveling with the delegation on a reimbursable 
basis per DOD directive. 

cc: 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this.inatter. 

Sincerely, n(lM r~ 
NANCYPE~I ·. 
_Speaker ofth~-:-iouse . . . 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller,, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of 'Rqnnmtatiors 
ttommitttr on S)ppropriations 
Washington, B~ 20515-6015 

February 10,2009 

J/EffRYlEWI&, CAUFOIINIA 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill YoUDg, Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, Mike Simpson, and Ken Calvert, members of the Conimittee on Appropriations 
and Tom McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel 
on a CODEL led by Representative Carolyn Maloney to Naples, Rome, and Venicet Italy M1d 
Dublin, Ireland during the approximate time period of Aprill4-20, 2009. The purpose of this 
trip is -to meet with Defense officials at A viano Air Force Base and Vicenza Army Base to view 
operations and discuss resource requirements. In additio~ we will meet with US Ambassadors 
to Italy and Irel~ as well as senior Italian officials for poJitk:alloperational updates. Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no expeuse to the 
governmem. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U .S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have persounel from the Department assist in makin& 
whatever arrangements are necC$881Y for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 



HOUSE COMMITI'EE ON ARMED SERVICES 

11.6. l(to~t of 1\tpr~tntattb~ 
UIIUllinaton, il€ 20515-6035 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONEHUNDREOTENTHOONGRESS . 

February 23, 2009 

AB the new Administration prepares its fiscal year 2010 budget request for missile defense, I hope 
you will make providing our combatant commanders sufficient theater missile defense capability your 
highest priority within the existing missile defense budget. · 

The threat from short- and mediwn-range missiles represents the overwhelming ballistic missile 
threat to United States interests, its deployed forces, and friends and allies around the world. Our military 
commanders recognize this point. The Joint Capability Mix Study II (JCM ll), conducted by the Joint 
Staff in 2007 to examine theater upper-tier missile defense requirements, concluded that to meet their 
minimmn warfighing requirements, combatant commanders require nearly twice as many interceptors as 
the 96 Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptors and 133 Standard Missile-3 (SM-3) 
interceptors currently planned. 

In testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee in 2007, General James Cartwright 
stated that his priority with regard to missile defense was to expand, "beyond long-range intercontinental 
ballistic missiles to start to address those that hold at threat our forward deployed forces, or allies and our 
friends. Those are more in the short- and m.edimn-range ballistic missiles, things that Patriot, Standard 
Missile-2 and [Standard Missile]-3 will be able to address, and THAAD as it comes on." 

Over the past several years, Congress has consistently directed the Department of Defense to 
devote greater priority within the existing missile defense program toward countering the short- and 
medium-range ballistic missile. threat. Commenting on the JCM II recommendations in the Joint 
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2009 [Public Uw 110-417], the bill's managers stated they were, "deeply disappointed that 
the Department of Defense has not planned or budgeted for. even this minimmn requirement, and we 
believe that achieving this IDinimum inventory should be the highest priority for the Missile Defense 
Agency. We expect the Department of Defense to budget accordingly starting with the budget submission 
for fiscal year 2010." 

I fully agree with President Obama's position that we should only deploy missile defenses that 
have been sufficiently tested and proven to work. Theater missile defense systems, such as Patriot PAC-3, 



Secretary Robert M. Gates 
February 23, 2009 
Page Two 

THAAD, and Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (Aegis BMD) meet the President's criteria. The Director of 
Operational Test and Evaluation's (DOT &B) Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Report stated that "the inherent . • 
BMDS defensive capability against theater threats incJ:eased during the last fiscal year and DOT&E 
expects this trend to continue." Furthermore, in 2008, the commander of the Navy's Operational test and 
~aluation force declared the Aegis BMD 3.6 system to be operationally effective and suitable .. 

In addition to the JCM IT recommendations, there are other ways to focus our limited investments 
in mature systems that address near term threats. The Department should examine the feasibility of 
upgrading additional Aegis criiisers and destroyers to be able to· conduct ballistic missile defense 
·operations. Under the current program of record, only 22 Aegis cruisers and destroyers are phinned to be 
upgraded by the Missile Defense Agency. Given the existing operational demands on these. vessels, and 
growing requirement by combatant commanders around the w9rld for ballistic missile defense-capable 
ships, this assessment should be a priority. I would also encourage you to explore the options for 
deploying a land-based V!l'l'Sion of the SM-3 missile. Such a capability has the potential to expand missile 
defense coverage for U.S. deployed forces and our friends and allies around the world 

: : I recognize that the Administration will likely be forced to make tradeotrs as it develops the fiscal 
year 2010 defense budget. Given the need to fund other high priority defense programs, ~uctions to the 
missile defense prograin may be required. However, due to the existing threat from short- "and medium­
.range ballistic missiles, the requirements of our regional combatant commanders, and the strong testing 
record of theater missile defense systems, I believe that addressing the recommendations outlined in the 
JCM IT study (i.e., doubling the number of1HAAD and SM-3 interceptors) should be the Departmenfs 
highest priority within the missile defense budget. I ask that you take this into 8ccount as you develop the 
fiscal.,year 2010 budget request. · · 

Thank you for }'Our consideration and attention. I look forward to your response. 

Ellen 0. Tauscher 
Chairman 
Subconimittee on Strategic Forces 
Committee on Armed Services 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Honorable Johit Young, Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics 
Honorable Michelle Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy 
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief ofNaval Operations 
General James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

· General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Col'lJIWind 
Ueutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, Director, Missile Defense AgenJ;y 



DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYlVANIA 
NORMAN 0 . DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8 . MOlLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PETER J. YJSCLOSKV. INDIANA 
NITAM. lOWEV. NEWVORK 
JOSt E. SERRANO, NEW VOflK 
ROSA 1- O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 
JOHNW. Ol\I£R. t.AASSACHUSEnS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVD E. PRICE. NORTH CAAOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J . KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VORIC 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA 'ATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, AAICANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
AIJAitA SCH~F. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
8ETT'f McCOlLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. 'DUTCH' RUpPEASBEAGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
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February 4, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS.CAUFOANIA 
C. W. Bill YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. K£NTUO<Y 
FRANK ft. WOU'. VIRGINIA 
JACI( KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P FIIEUNGHUVSI!N,- JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSCE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOlT, AlABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK SlEVEN KIRK, IlliNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, fLORIOA 
DIENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY Al£XANDER, lOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTl:, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAR' DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PI<ETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(2021225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, a Member of 
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Australia and New Zealand, during 
the approximate time period of February 13- 22, 2009. The purpose of this trip is 
to meet with government officials, to review intelligence and energy programs. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this 
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in 
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to 
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense 
to the government. 

ltwill be appreciated if you will h~ve p~rsonnel from the Department assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this' travel. The travel will be 
conducted via military aircraft. · 

Sincerely, 

~b~ 
Chairman . 

II 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN. CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURnl.ll, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLI.O>IAN. WEST IIIAGINIA 
MAJICY KAI'l\IR, OHIO 
PI'TER J. VISCLOSKV. INDIIINA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA 1.. Do!LAURO, OONNEC'IlCUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

[on11rrss of thr tinitrd ~tarrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
EO PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTW CAJIOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YOAK 
LUCILLE ROVIIAL·MLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARA, CAUFOIINIA 
JfSSE L. JACKSOI'l. JR., IlliNOIS 
CAROl VN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN 80YD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, I'I!NNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BEARY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CAliFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAUI'ORNIA 
BETTY M<:COI.i.UM, MINNESOTA 
SlUE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH' AUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUtT.!, FLOIIIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZIUI, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

house of RQJrtsrnmtiots 
<tommittt£ on S!pproprtk!tions 
Wkishington, B~ 205l5-60J5 

February 17~ 2009 

JfRRV LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
c. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
I-WIOLO ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FIIANK FL WOLF, VIIIC!INIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGKJVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAilRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, r;NI/A 
IIOBaiT 8. ADERHOLT. AI.ABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSOI'l. MISSOURI 
KAY GiiANGEFL TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIAK.ILLINOIS 
ANDER Cllfi\ISHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS Fl. REteEAG, MONTANA 
.JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LO\JISIAHA 
treN CALVERT, CAUFORIIIA 
JO BONNER. 11UoUNA 
STEVEN C. LATO\METTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF Ot~ECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
!2021 '26-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member ofthe Committee on 
Appropriations. to t::ra.vJel· during the approximate time period of March 4 - 6, 2009, to San Jose, 
California. The purpose of this trip is to receive an overview of the plan that authorizes the 
creation of a new Enterprise Architecture (EA) to comprehensively resolve persistent electronic 
health record issues. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $1 09 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost · 
Geographical Areas. whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have pers01mel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIII, CHAIRMAN . 
JOHN P. MURniA. PENNSYlVANIA 
NOAMAN D. DICKS. WASHI'IGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, MST VIAGI'IIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PifER J. VISCLOSKY. INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERIIANO, NEW YO!l~ 
ROSA L OELAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. WIGINIA 

~ngrrss of the iinitrd ~mtrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSf.TTS 
EO PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DA'IIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAIIOUNA 
CHET Ell'INARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. ~NNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. ttNCHEY. NEW YOIIK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CAliFORNIA 
JESS£ L. JACKSON. JR .. ILLINOIS 
CAROLYl\1 C. KilPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTl-IMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SAm()llQ D. lltSHOI'. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAs 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFOFlNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAUFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
SlEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIN RYAN, OHIO 
C.A "DUTCH" RUPI'ERSBEAGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASsalMAN SCHUL 1Z, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of R£Prtsrntatium 
~mmittt£ on 2lppropriations 
fllashington, llct 20515-6015 

February 23, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLO ROG£JtS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOlF. VIIGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FFIEUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZAai WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. M~ 
KAY GRANG£11. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY ())LBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK.ILUNOtS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CART'EII. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, lOUISIANA 
KEN CAL VERT. CAI.IFOANIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVE"' C. L.o.TOURETIE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AOO STAFF DIRECTOR 
BeVERLY PHHO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 22!>-27'11 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization 
for members and staff to travel on a CO DEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples, 
Rome, and Venice, Italy and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of 
Aprill4- 20,2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Representative 
Steven LaTourette to travel on this CODEL. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

~07 David R. Obey 
Chairman 



. . . . \. 

(ltnngre.a.a nf tlfe lttnfteh ~fates 
I!Jasl1ingtnn, ~~ 2U515 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the 
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and 1 wel'e the lead sponsors 
ofdlis bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the 
Congre"ssional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in 
World Wa•· I or World War II. 

Found within the legislation is .a directive asking the Defense Department. along with the 
Treasury Department, to help fully fndentffy aU individuals who at-e deserving of this award. 

SectionS, subparagraph (b) states: 

The Secm~tary ofTreasuty. in co118ultation with the Scc•·etary of Defense and dlC ta·ibcs, shall: 

(I) Detennine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American 
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the 
exception of the Navajo Tribe. . 

(2) Include the name of each Native American trib~:~ identified under subparagraph (a) on a 
list 

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to d1e Smithsonian Institution for maintenance 

Over the last few months our otfJCeS have held meetings with officials from the 
Department of Defense and the Department ofthe Treasury in an attempt to move this process 
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of 
tl1e Anny Historian or some other archival depal'tment within the Department of Defense has a 
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed "Code Talkers" within the definitions of the 
recently passed legislation. 

l am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States 
Congress can move forward in honoring these bl'ave soldiers. I will enclose a copy ofrl•e public 
law peJtinent to this request fur your review. If you have any questions about our expedited 
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) oa· Clark Peterson (224-
4 721/Inhofe ). · 

Sincerely, 

Dan Boren 
Member ofthe House of Representatives 

PIWITED Ott RECY~EI) PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 10,2009 

This letter will authorize tbC Honorable Earl Pomeroy, a member of the Houae 
Dem0Cl8Cy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia on official business during the approximate time 
period of April 4-10, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of tbe Kosovo 
. Assembly and the Assembly of the Republic ofMacedonia in conjunCtion with tbc 
mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation will meet with members of the 
national parliament, the national executive, and other leaders to better understand the 
constitutional refonn process and to discusa HDAC efforts within the region. A Jist of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would fiunish such 
assistaDce as. is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, a 
well as Marine ~ and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of fimds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). • 

~ . . 
Thank yoU in advance for your prompt attention to this matkl'. 

Sincerely, 

.nCX\ · v~ 
NANCYP~SI 
Speaker . 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Milter~· Clerk · 
U.S. House ofRepl'esentati\res . · 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2b301 • 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 5, 2009 

This is in .further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel 
Boehner. Please note that the delegation will no longer be traveling to Turkey, but has 
added Belgium to the itinerary. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

rt ;?.J..w 
NAN~! 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honomble Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 2, 2009 

This is in further reference to m letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel 
Hoyer. Please note th (b)(S) has been requested as escort. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~7k NANCYP~-SI 
Speaker o;~House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller. Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
fiRST DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

1330 LONGWORTH HouSE Ornce BLNLO.NG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

1202) 22!;--5456 
(202) 225-5822 (FAX) 

33 lOWELL STREET 
MANCHESTER, NH 03101 

(6031 641-9536 
(603) 641-9561 (FAX! 

104 WASHINGTON STREET 
DoVER, NH 0382<1 
(603) 743-4813 

(6031 743--5956 (FAX) 

<!CongrtS'S' of tbt ltnittb ~tatt~ 
J(Jou!Se of lltptt~tntatibes 

Da5bington. Jil€ 20515 

February 17, 2009 

· The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMmEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
fi£ADIHESS 

MIUTAAV PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFORCE PROTeCTION 

HEALTHV fAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 

COMMITIEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSUlAR AFFAIRS. OCEAN& AND WILOLIFE 

NATIONAL PARKS, foRESTS ANO 
PUBLIC LANDS 

www.shea-pol1er.house.gov 

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of 
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects 
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the 
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in 
Iraq. 

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract fur building maintenance fur U.S. military 
facilities in Iraq· since 2003. During this -time, there have been numerous investigations 
into the dangers KBR's faulty l;'llectrical work is creating for our military personnel. The 
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution 
deaths of18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in K.BR-maintained facilities. 
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers 
in Iraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Reform conducted an in­
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the 
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower 
on January 2; 2008. The Conunittee's investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the 
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the 
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a "Level III Corrective Action 
Request" to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in "serious non-compliance." This 
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR's 
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is oot 
surprising that Capt. David J. Gfaff: conunander of the DCMA's International Division, 
was quoted in an Associated.Press article, stating that "many within DOD have lost or are 
losing all remaining confidence in KBR's ability to successfully and repeatedly perfurm 
the required. electrical support services mission in Iraq.'~ 

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a 
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perfunn adequately for 
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and 
negligent perfonnance of work are not acceptable. 



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR. 
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line fur us in a war zone, we not 
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their 
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our 
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits. 

Thank you fur your consideration, and we look forward to your response. 

Sincerely, 

• 

~~ 
~~.~ 





HARRY TEAGUE 
2ND OtsTNCT. NEW MEXICO 

WASttiNGTON OfRCE: 

1001 LoNGWORTH House OFFICE Bu11.oJNG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
f'HONE: (2021 221)-2365 

FAX: (2021 225-9599 
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~bington, J)C 20515-3102 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 17,2009 

COMWTTI!E&: 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

RAILROADS, l'lPELI ... S , AND 

HAzARDOUS MAURI4LS 

WATE"fl, ReSOURCeS AND ENVJftONM!NT 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
ECOOIOMIC 0PPOfiTVNitv 

HEALTH 

I am writing to update you on the.situation regarding the improper administration of insulin at 
William B:eaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC) in El Paso, Texas. · 

On February 5,. 2009, I wrote to WBAMC Commander, Colonel James Baunchalk, requesting 
answers to questions I had about the incident. Last Friday, February 13,2009, Colonel 
Baunchalk responded in writing to my list of questi()ns. Those responses are attached for your 
information. Colonel Baunchal.k • s staff has also been in contact with my office and has provided 
me with file following .p~eces of i~ol'Dl8:tiotl: , . 

Of the 2,114 persons that may have received an insulin injection with the "pen device", 
1,188 persons have been contacted. 

144 persons ~ave died due to conditions unrelated to this incident. 

. 630 _persons have had blood ~wn for testing. 

33.4%: (or 6~8 of the 1,970 living perso~) are veterans., 

782 (or 39.69%) have yet to be contacted. 

In addition, this Saturday, February 13,2009, I visited WBAMC and viewed the insulin injection 
device th8t was improperly used. I received a briefing on the proper procedure for the insulin 
pen, as well as a tour of the hospital. 

-------------------11051'11JCTOfflCES:-
200 EAsT BRoADWAY, SuiTE 200 

Hoeas, N M 88240 
PHONE: 1575) 393-0510 

FAx: 1575) 39:Hl025 

135 WEST GRIGGS AVENUE 
LAS CRUCES, NM 88001 
PHONE: (575) 622-3908 

fAX: (575) 523-8799 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

11 SCHOOL Of MINES ROAD 
SoCOfiR(J, NM 87801 

!'HONE: (5751 836-11719 
fAX: (575) 835-8931 



The events that have transpired at William Beaumont are unacceptable. Although I have been 
informed that investigations are planned, we still do not now have an understanding of how the 
mistake could have occurred. I believe that WBAMC patients who received the shots face· 
serious health risks, and I have made it clear that I view this situation with the utmost 
seriousness. 

I ask you to closely monitor the situation at WBAMC to make sure affected patients are 
contacted, tested, and, if necessary, expeditiously treated. Y 9ur oversight of the investigations is 
also important to ensure they are exhaustive and impartial. , 

I look forward to working with your office on a solution that prevents this from happening again. 

If you have any other questions in regards to this matter, please feel free to contact me at 202-
225-2365. 

~4¥/~~ 
Member of Congress 



Gtongress of tiJ.e Jtnit.eb §tat.es 
-.aslfingtDll, DC 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates· 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Seaetary Gates, 

February l 0;2009 

Congratulations on your reappointment as our nation~s Secretary ofDefense. I am extremely 
appreciative and grateful to you for your outstanding service to our nation as an Air Foree officer, 
senior intelligence official and wtyielding advocate for the men and women serving in our nation's 
Anned Servi(le&. In the coming years, I am confident that your leadership will guide the Department . 
of Defense to more actively promote the health and wellbeing of our men and women in unifonn. 

Recently, the United States Army announced that suicide rates among Active Duty, Reserve and 
National Guard troops reached a record high in 2008, surpassing nationwide civilian rates. While the 
cause for this dramatic increase is still being investigat~ it is evident that greater emphasis needs to 
be put on the mental health of our men and women in unifonn and tho6e retired veterans who preceded 
them. 

Today, we know more about post traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injwy and depression than 
we have at any point in our history. Medical professionals now have the ability to treat or ev-en prevent 
these disorders if they are addressed quickly. Unfortunately, many sufferers are uninfonned of their 
options, unable to access them or are too embmassed to seek help. · 

In light of these rising suicides, Congress and the current Administration have a responsibility .to 
promote and fund initiatives that make mental health care an ongoing process for all military 
per8()nnel, begirming at enlistment and continuing long after returning ftom combat. Our troops 800 
-Veterans should never be made to teet weak or abandoned when seeking professional help. By fully 
funding and properly prioritizing :nilitary and Veterans Administration mental health initiatives, we 
can c:ounteract the pervasive culture of denial and push a new culture of acceptanCe and treatment. 

In the coming months, I look forward to working with you and your staff in redoubling our efforts to 
provide quality mental health services to all service members, past and present. Thank you apin for 
all of your efforts and I look forward to working with you on this aitical issue. 

'"-..&&!'""--arson 
Member of Congress 

PRitm!D ON I'II!CYCLED PAPS! 



DEMOCRATS 

- FIUEA, CAUFORIIIIA, CHAI-AN 

CORRINE BROWN. FLORIDA 
\IIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD. MAINE 
STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDliN. SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY E. MITCHEll, ARIZONA 
JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK 
DEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILliNOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO. VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE. NEW MEXICO 
CtRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY. CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J WALZ. MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADlER. NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAfF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

m.~. J)ou~e of l\epre~entattbt~ 
COMMIITEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE 0FACE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http://veterans.house.gov 

February 9, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

Sli!VI! BUYER. INDIANA, IIAMliNG 

CUFF STEARNS. fLOfliOA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR .. SOIJil< CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN. ARI(ANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 
GVS M. SILIRAKIS. FLORIDA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUSIJCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AN(} CHIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director ofthe Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director ofthe Subcommittee on Economic 
Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight business to Sites in Florida from February 
16 to February 19, 2009. The purpose of the travel is to visit various Transition Assistance 
Program Workshops in Jacksonville, MacDill, and Key West. 

The expenditure of ftmds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is authorized by 
Title 31, U .S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up to 
business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Mr. Juan Lara at (202) 226-
5491 or Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

BF/ jl 

'> • • : .. ; 

'·"":. 

. '•. 

. . . ~ 

Sincerely, 

'-{S.~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 

.. · 



~Jelnm 
~oftlte~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 11, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 8, 2009, regarding my codel to 
Italy and Southwest Asia. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson 
The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) and Mrs. Cynthia Miller 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 
The Honorable William Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal 
The Honorable Michael Capwmo (D-MA) and Mrs. Barbara Capuano 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Mr. Michael Sheehy, Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker 
Mr. Nadeam Elshami, Deputy Communications Director to the Speaker 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Special Assistant to the Speaker 
Ms. Kate Knudson, Personal Assistant to the Speaker 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Director of Protocol to the Speaker 
Mr. Philip DeAndrade, Senior Advisor to the Speaker 
Mr. Steve Rusnak Office ofPhotography 

(b)(Sl DSS Agent 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

.l 
USAF 
SAF 
USAF 
USAF 



Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~-?~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense. 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 11, 2009, regarding my codel 
to Italy and Southwest Asia. 

Please note that Mr. Liam Wasley, US Department of State, has been invited to 
travel with the delegation in Italy. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~~1~ 
NANCYPEL SI 
Speaker of the ouse 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

·: ·· .; 



The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Director of the Office 
of Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Engel to 
Mexico, Nicaragua. and Jamaica during the approximate period of February 16-22;2009. 
The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government leaders in 
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica to discuss relations with the U.S., regional security and 
narco-trafficking, and balateral trade 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds fur 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, /.') 

()~ r~ct1.~~ 
NANCY PJLOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

.. ~ ' . . '• . ~ 

' .... . : 

·- ' . . 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 

March 3, 2009 

United States Department of Defettse 
1 00 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

ljiJ 002/002 

I want to flag a matter now before you, the oonstruction of the North Carolina 
National Guard's Joint Forces Headquartet·s jn Raleigh, NC. This facility will 
not only serve as the nerve center for our state Guard operations; it will aJso 
house our State Emergency Operations Center. This project and several 
million dollars in state funding have been on hold awaiting federal funding. 

I understand that a decision to provide funding for the project is now pending 
in your office; I strongly encourage you to approve the funding. J would be 
eager to discuss any questions you may have about the project 

t;tJ .J -(;t, h · f' Sincerely, 

J·Y~rJ.Q_y~ 
~ ·~ rt DAVID PRICE 
-r(;JQ _ f: MemberofCongn:s.s 

'-fiPt' / 
Jl.t····~,_ 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 13, 2008 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Shelley Berkley, Chairwoman of the 
Transatlantic Legislator's Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to 
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of April 13-
20,2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 66th meeting of the Transatlantic 
Legislators' Dialogue (TLD) and to meeting with government officials in each country to 
discuss bilateral relations, engagement with Russia, Jewish issues, and to observe the 
implementation of the Visa Waiver Program. For protocol purposes only, spouses may 
travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later 
date. 

It would he appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necess includin d rtation to fa ilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort (b)(S) ·d (b)(S) and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary 
expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attenti~~ to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~tU{?~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: :·The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentativ.es '· 

.. 
,· . . 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

_February 13,2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Lois Capps, a member of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Haiti on official 
business during the approximate time period of May 7-12, 2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Haitian 
Parliament in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. Meetings with executive 
branch officials and site visits to USAID/Haiti projects are also envisioned. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Deparbnent of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

cc: 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, n_, ?~ 
NANCY ::Losi 
Speaker 

The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives · · 

1,,: 

..... 
. : .. ~ . .' 

. : 
' 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23,2009 

We are writing to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of 
om Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy. 

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service duty contracts 
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and 
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss. 
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed 
much longer than they expected. Titis is ':VhY we introduced legislation in the 11 oth Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P .L. 11 0-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had their ....... / 
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will rcx:eive /.,/ 
compensation. The bill also allocated $72 million for the oompensation, thus providing enough to compensate 
each soldier with the full $500 amount. 

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense 
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country 
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so 
many have been called on to perfonn. 

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this important request. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Frank Lautenberg~ 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER Ill 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 23, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader, to lead a 
delegation to Denmark, France, Iraq and Afghanistan on official business during the 
approximate time period of May 29- June 5, 2009. The purpose of this trip will be to 
conduct bilateral discussions on national security and energy issues in Denmark; to meet 
with government officials regarding national security and human rights challenges in 
France; and to meet with government officials and US military commanders and troops in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. A list of authorized Members (approximately 8) and staffwill 
follow at a later date. For protocol puq)oses only, spouses of Members will travel at no 
cost to the government 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such ~istance 
as is nece inclu · und transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort (b)(S) and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerelyt ----- ------ -- --- ---- -- · 

n--~?.J.;_, 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller; Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

. : ,' 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

11.6. J~ouse of •~resmtatmei 
Mubinlt'Ou. JUt .2051.5-6035 

ONIIti.IMDRm TEH1H COtrolliSS 

March 4, 2009 

141001 

-c. lliiNA._,IraW Dllm:rall 

"l"he Honomblo Bmdc Obam• 
Tho White House 
Wasbinp.a.. D.C. 

Dear Mr. Prcaident: 
I 

If reports ut a.ccurate, it it our undeatandina that you acnt a letter to R1118illl President 
Medvedev last month sua;estinc your Admimttntian would balt the development of • Europoan missile 
dclease system in exchange for R'WIBian assistluc:e to stop Iran !rom dcvclopil,g nuclae.r warheads 8lld 
balJittic missile.. We are concemed that the Admioi&tntion may be undertaking a sutprisiqly UD11t.teral 
action. Thou&h. we sbare yo';lt strons dtNotion to our national security and. tbe security of our allia, we 
believe i' is unwise and. premature to offer .such a. conceuion. We urge you to clarify yO"Ur . 
Administration's position and respectfully ca\l1im1 apnat a policy ~tteliea too heavily on Rusaiaa 
cooperation. 

R.eportJ of the letter b disc:onurtin; for a 1\UUlber of reuons. ·FOremost. the poUcy ~not . 
adequately recognfzt the threat posed by .InD. Moraover, it re&ts on a questionable assumption that 
Russia cau effeotiveiy CUib Jrm'a uueleu ambitiona and wcabu our position in fUture bilawal 
negotiations. Lastly, it undermines NATO's eiJ.dorsement of the European missile dotmae proposal In 
panicular, it und~ta our allies-the Czech Republic and Poland-who received bipartisan wurances 
that onco they approved the missile defeos~ agreements, the U.S. would provide IUPPOrt and funding. 

bssia 'a aetiona, particularly in Bastem Buropc, give u.s little co:ofidc:oce that they c.n be rolie4 
upon to f'onow 1hroup with such a coimnitrllellt. Over 1h~ last yar, as yOu know. R.u.taia hal purw.d a. 

- divisive policy to re-exert its Sovi4Wrl. sphere of influence. During this tima,"ll.unia invaded Georgia. 
intimidated otbfrna.tiona fromjomma NATO, and tJuutened to target Baaum Elaropc with auelear 
missilea should the pro~ European missile def'enae sites be built Jlurtber. ami&bt a global DCODoml~ 
ctisis,llussia has di.unpted ~ta of ntotm1 ps to :Europe for the s.econd tbne in tbree: yem. Moat 
recendy, R\llsia uted 1maneial incentives to p=rmade Kyri)'ZStan to deny th11 U.S, aeceu tO iQ Manas 
military bue in order to support eoalitio11 operations iD Atibanistan. Given thCH events, wa teriously 
question reliance upon R.uSiia'• support for a common approach on Iran or miasile clofcnse. 

Iran bas clcly h~cated they bavo no imc.ntion ofhaltina their nuclear or ballistic missile 
programs. and their rceent actiQllll Substantiate this pOint Last month, they la.unchod a satclUte into orbi1 · 
'Usiq ciual-~- long-ratlge ballistic missile tcduaology. l.alt weekend, the: ChaiiUIID of tho Joint auer. 
of Staff lllnOliDCGd that Inn ba.t enough onrichcd 11tWum for a nuclear weepop. Two weeki .ago, thll 
Intc:awtonal Atomi~ Bner&Y AgeDq f'owd that h1m ~tlild by a third how much unniam it has 
e:onehcd and noted that lran pu a total of 5,600 centrifuges--en increue from the 3.800 lfJted in a 

UJ/ 
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November 2008 repO:!-despite three rounds ofUnited Nations Security Council sanctions. 

· Despite these devel~nts, Rua•ian leaders have iodicated. & l,imdamental disa~ with the 
Weat•s views on th6 threat poaed by InD. Simply Put. they apparently do not see a dlreat. Furthennorc, 
Moscow eontinue& to beaeflt economically. ftom its support of :Iran's nuclear ptogiam. spcci1lcally 
through the Buahehr nuclear reactor it ba. helped kan bwJd. For all these reasons, we remmn skeptical 
that R.UNia would be in a position to halt Iran's nuclear and ballistic mWUe ambitions, IDd cautious of a 
stratqy ~ relie~~ on that nation• a action vis-l-vis Inn to protect us and our allic.t. 

P1ll'thctmorc, we an~cipate bilateral arms contfol negations wilh R:usaia this year aud are 
caucemcd that any concessionr promised in this regald may prejudice favorable outcomes. AI Robert 
K.agan s:ectntly noted, "'If Russian leaden believe that the United States is looking for a way· out... they 
will ocsotiate &ccotdinaly. ~ n:Usht ad; why tbcy mould make IL doll ac all." JfRUlisia perceives it 
em gain U.S. COilCCIIsiona on rmssilc defealse now, will it be. more likely to dcmmcli['eater conceJSio• 
later i~ nesotiation1 011 arms conllol, nonprolifen~n, and cotmtc::r...tc.uorlsm? 

Las1ly, aa you know, the Buropean mitiile d~• propo.l&l 11 a NATO poliey. Dmwalut 
year's Bucbareat SUDDllit, its leaders eadorsed the proposal to place 10 int.~tora in Polalld and a radar 
In tho Czech Republic, citin; its .. subitantW contribution to 1hc protection of Allies." Aocordins to the 
studiea we've cecn. this proposal is cost-effective lind the technology, which is largely based on systems 
fielded to4ay in Aluka azad California. works. Should the UDited Statesj.uison this ptaposal, we .risk 
l.osin8 our credibility both in the alliance and as a global leader in buildio.e collective sec:unty. In tad&y"s 
c=plcx geopolitical cllviiO'mnerlt, our relationsbip with our allies and ftiends is paramolDlt to addfessiDg 
oar mutual security concerns. What message 4oes it send to out aiUes-spedfieally the Czech l.Upublic 
and Poland-that the United States may not carry out its security cozmninnenta? 

We strongly rapport the~~ olpr8'Vtlllting Jmn frOm. denlopins nucleu we~ md ballistic 
missiles. and bolleve it is in Russia • s mtemts to wod: with the international commwlity to achieve tbil 
goal. Howc=ver, we do not believe that tcm'linating tho EurQPCIIII miasilc deionse proposal In exdwlge 
for Ruaslan assistance with Inn i1 the best cource of action to moec ovr national security objectives. 

l:ofr, Presidct, jn the future, wo hope you will choose con.~ultatiou with the Congress and our 
allies' Jnstead: DfuDilateral amioo when cn.f\ing such important po1ic;y propa~al.s. There is bipartisan 
support in Cooanss for European mi1silc defense and we· look fo!wud to the clariftc:D.tiCJn of your 
poaiticm, on rbil vital issue. AI you dfseusa our collective security cballoqes with 1M intemarional 
commnnity, we encourage you to send a clear, tmtspax-ent, and coDSistcnt message to our allies rbat we · 

.\· will honor ow: coUcctiovc sccuri~ commitments. · . · 

M.Mcliu;b 
·naMbbor 

I 
Cc: The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Cc: Tbc Hon.orable Robert O.te.s 

Sincerely, 

Michul Tumer 
Member of Collgl'C8S 

141002 
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DEMOCRATS 

BOB RUlER.~ CHAI­

CORRINE I!IIOWN. FLORIDA 
VIC SNVDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEt H MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN. SOUTH DAKOTA 
HARRY E. MITCHEU.. ARIZONA W . .i>. Atouut of 1\tpreumtatibeu 
JOHN J . HAU.. NEW VOIIK 
DEBORA!< L HALVORSON. ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIAO 0. RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARVT. SPACE, OI<IQ 
TIMOTHY J, WALZ, MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK. ARIZONA 
GlENN C. NVE, VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

http:llveterans.house.gov 

February 18,2009 

REPUBLICANS 

STEVIIIUVIII.I-..., _.NG 

CUFf SlEAANS. RDfliPA 
JERRY !ACIRAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BAOWN. JR .. SOUn< CAROLINA 
JEFF MLLER. F1.0RIDA 
JOHN I!OOZMAN, ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BllBRAV, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COLORADO 
GIJS M. BII.IRAKIS, FLORIDA 
VERN BIJCHANAN, FLORIOA 
DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPIJBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director ofthe 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight 
.~usiness to sites in Washington from April6 to AprillO, 2009. The purpose of 
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis 
AFB, Bremerton AFB, McChord AFB, and F;airchildAFB, Washington . .. 

·. ~ .. •. ·- ~ . . . 
The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck-at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in 
this matter. · 

' ·-; 

JL/ot . . .• ·... : -· '. . 

. . . .. . . :.·· .. . :·.)·. 

. -. 

... . ·. 

·'. 

Sincerely, 

BOBFILNER 
Chairman. . 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1 000 

Dear Mr. Seeretary: 

W.iP. ~OUjt of l\eprestntatibtf 
~ommittn on §grituUurt 

'Ba!tbington, Jl€ 20515 

February 19, 2009 

This letter is to serve as an amendment to the authorization letter for an Agriculture Committee 
fact-finding Congressional Delegation to be lead by the Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, a member of this 
Committee, to Senegal. Mali, and Ghana during the period April 3 to April 17, 2009, (reference 
authorization letter dated December 31. 2008, changing countries from Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and 
airdrop in Sudan). 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation and 
military escort, as may be required to facilitate this trip. For purposes of protocol, Members' spouses 
may attend at no additional cost to the U.S. government. It is anticipated that a minimum of five (S) 
Members, plus spouses and staff, are expected to join the CODEL. The expenditure of fimds for the 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and of such transportation as may be required is authorized 
pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g). · 

It would be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel, including transportation. Furthennore, it is requested that 
the Army Liaison staff be authorized to accompany this CODEL. Thank you very much for your 
continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, please contact Wynn J Bott in the 
Comntittee's office at (202) 225-2171. 

CCP:wb 

Sincerely, 

Collin C. Peterson 
Chairman 

,... 
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OIST~'t O"'C&< 
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AGRICULfUAE 

~ERAI'IIS' ~FFAIAS :HoU.Bt .af lltprtseatattutll 
~ngnm.IClt ZD515 

March 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense .Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Honorable Willtie: 

VIA FAX 

SOUTH &Pto. IN .eo1 
111741~110 

FAX: ($741211-lSU 

WOlin CCIY"IfY COIIU'l.P 
809 STIIoTii STIIRT. 11000"601 B 

Uf'~IN4~ 
12111132i-OIOIIII<T-£14 

~AI(: (5741 t---· 
300US'T~V.Su"'ll102 
~-.IN o68147 

16141 '134S71 
h)(: 1117t)7N-J$1$ 

I am writing on behalf of my constituent Mrs. Kathc Kain. Kathe runs a business, Sports· 
O-Zone, lhat manufactures a Decon-Zone machine that reduces the odors, bacteria, 
viruses, and mold on gear after just one use. It is already in use by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Bases in Okanawa and Camp LeJeune, by the United States Air Force at Elmendorf Air 
Force Base and Peterson Air Force Base, by the Asymmetric Warfare Group at Fort 
Meade and the Total Force Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard Wood. With lhis 
proven track record, they fee\ that they have a valuable product for many other bases and 
-units. 

J write you to ask that you please grant every consjderation consistent with U.S. Jaw and 
applicable regulation in order to help in this case. If you have any further questions, you 
can contact my case manager Peter Gehred at petet:,gchred(a1ma!l.bouse.gov or call him at 
(574) 288-2780. 

9 

Joe Donnelly 
Member of Congress 

JD:pg 



MAJORITY lolEMBERS: 

OE~ MU..ER. CAUFORHIA. Challmon · 

DALE E. KI..DEE, MICHIQAN, 1/loo Cllolnnon 
DONALD 1.1. PAYNE. NEW JERBEV 
ROBeRT E. ANOR~. NEW JERSEY 
ROBeRT C. "BOBBY' 8C01T, VIRGINIA 
LYNN C. WOOLSEY, CAUI'ORHIA 
R\JBI!N HfiOJOSII, TEXAS 
CAROLYN McCARTHY, teN YORK 
JOHN F. TERNEV, W.SSACHU6ETTS 
D!N\IIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO 
DAVID WU. OREGON 
RUSH HOLT, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS. CAUFORNVI 
RAU.. M. GRIJAlVA, ARIZOW. 
T1MOTHV H. BISHOP. NI!W YORK 
JOESE8TAI<. i'EN'jSYL'\IANIA 
DAVID LOE8$ACI(, IOWA 
MAZII! HIRONO. HAWAII 
JASON ALTMIRE. PENNBVL VANIA 
PHil. >1ARE. ILUNOIS 
VVIlTI! O. CLARKE, Nelli YORK 
JOI! COURTNEY, CCNIECTICUT 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEWii.WI"SHIRE 
I.IARCIA L FUOGE. OHIO 
J.ARe0 POLIS, COI.ORADO 

· PAUl. TONKO, NEWYORI< 
PEDRO R PIERLUISI, PUERTO RICO 
GREGORIO S.O.BLlN. N. w.RIANA 181.ANil6 
OINVI TITUS. NEVADA 

Mr. Christian P. Marrone 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

2191 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE SIJJI.l)JNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

February 19, 2009 

Acting Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense - Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

MINORITY MEt4!!RS: 

HOWARD P. 'BUCK" McKI!Otl, C:ALFORHIA. 
senlar Repubi!Gin Member 

THOMAS 1!. PETRI. \IVISC:OHSIN 
PETER H:IEK$TRA, MICHIGAN 
MICHAEL N. CASTLE, DELAWARE 
MARK E. OOUDER INDIANA 
VERNOH J. EHLERS. UICHICiAN 
JUDY BIGGERT,ILLINOIS 
TODD R\188EU.. PLATTS. PENNSVL\IANIA 
JOi WILSON, SOUTH CARCIJNA 
JOHN KLINE. UINNI!SOTA 
CATH't McMORRIS RODGERS, W.O..SHNGTON 
TOM PRICE. GEORGIA 
ROB SIBHOP, VT"H 
BRETT GUTHRIE. K!NTIJCKV 
1!1LL CWISICY, LOUI81ANVI 
TOM U.CUNTOCK. CALIFORNA 
DUNCAN D. HUNTER, CAUFORNIA 
DAVID P. ROE, TI!NNESISEE 

I would like to extend an invitation to you to testify before the Committee on Education and Labor at the hearing 
entitled "Renewing America Through National Service and Volunteerism" to be held on Wednesday, February 25, 
2009 at 10 a.m. in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C. 

You will be given 5 minutes to testifY. The lighting system located at the witness table will indicate when you can 
begin your testimony and how much time you have left. The light will turn yellow when you have I minute 'eft 
and red when your time has expired. Once all witnesses have finished their testimony, the Members will have 5 
minutes each to comment and ask questions of witnesses. 

Also, pursuant to Hol.lse Rule XI, Clause 2(g), witnesses testifYing before the Committee must meet witness 
disclosure requirements. Please complete the attached "Truth in Testimony" form and return to Tylease Alii of the 
Committee staff via fax at 202-225-2350. Please provide the following 48 hours prior to the date of the hearing: a 
brief summary of your testimony, a brief biography, the "Truth in Testimony" form, and SO copies of your 
testimony. Please be advised that this 48 hour deadline for testimony is the absolute deadline •. Testimony 
should be submitted earlier to Alejandra Ceja of the Committee staff if she advises you to do so. H you have 
any questions reganling deadlines for the submission of testimony please contact Ms. Ceja. In addition, the 
Committee would like to make your written testimony available on our webpage, at http://edlabor.house.gov/. To 
do this, we ask that y()u send an electronic version of your statement in Microsoft Word fonnat as an attachment to 
an e-mail to Tylease ;Alli (tylease.alli@mail.house.gov). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 
Ms. Alli at 202-226-1848. 

I would like to thank you in advance for your time and interest in this matter. I look forward to hearing your 
testimony. 

Sincerely, 



O&MOCRAT$ 

-FIUIII.-=-II,c­
COIU'IINE8110WN.I'I.OIIIDA 
YlCaN\'DEII,NIKANSAC 
J«KAEI.H.IIIICH.t.IJO.I'IMINE. 
lmiPHAPIIE HEMeTH INIDUN. SOUlll DAICOTA 
HARRY 1. MITI:I!&LI., AIIZOII.I> 
JOHNJ.HALI.,NI!WYOIIK 

11.6. J~nuse of 1\tpreumtatfbtf 
CEIORAIU .. JW.IIORSON.IIa!DIS 
THOMAS 1-P. NIIRIEUO. YIIIGI-
HNIIIY nAGUC, NEW "'EICICO 
CIAO D. RODRIGUIZ. TElCAS 
JOE~LV.­
JERAY-,I:ALifOIIIol~ 
Z:.CIWW T. SPACE. OHIO 
ll"'OTN\' J. WALZ, IIIINNISOTA 
JOHN H. ADLIII, NEWJIIIRV 
ANN IQIIKPATIIICK,NI-.o. 
GLINN C. NVI!, VIRGINIA 

IWOICOM A. SHORTS! 
STAPF IIIRR:TOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE RUN DREC ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFice 8UILDIIIIG 

W45HIIIIGTON, DC 201515 

nttp:llwterans..house.gov 

March 9, 2009 

111'1VIIIU'IIII,-IIAIIIIIIIIG 
CIJFF STENINS. FlORIDA 
JERRY MOIIAN, ICANSAS 
HI!NRYE.IIRCI'MI. JR., SOUTKCMOUNA 
JEFF MIUBI, R.ORIDA 
JOHN BOOZIIAN. MICANSAS 
BRIAN f. BLliiRAY, CAUFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLOIWIO 
GUS M. BILmAKIS, FLORIDA 
IIEIIN I!UCHAIMN. fLtJIIIDI. 
DAVIDP.IIOf.~ 

KINGSTON 1!. CMITH 
RIPUIIUCAN STAPF DIIIICTOR 

AOIDatiEF COUNIII!L 

On Tuesday, March 17,2009, the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 
of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a hearing on The Vision 
Center for Excellence: What Has Been Accomplished in Thirteen Months. This 
hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office 
Building. 

The Subcommittee invites Ward Cascells, MD, Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense, and Colonel Donald A. Gagliano, 
USA, MD, Director, Military Eye Trauma Vision Center of Excellence, U.S. 
Department of Defense. Dr. Cascells and Colonel Gagliano will be recognized for 
five minutes each, and their complete written statement will be made part of the 
hearing record. Please confirm Dr. Cascell's and Colonel Gagliano's attendance 
by having staff contact Mr. Todd Chambers at (202) 225-3569. 

Please submit 75 copies of written testimony, and a biography, to Mr. Todd 
Chambers at 337A Cannon House Office Building by 3:00p.m. on Friday, March 
13, 2009. To reduce costs and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in 
the printed record of the hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony 
prepared in accordance with the enclosed formatting requirements. 

llll!~lllll 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 9, 2009 
Pagel 

Due to heightened seeurity preeautiou, pleue note that aU Congressioaal 
mail delivery is delayed and commercial delivery services are prohibited. 
Therefore, you must contact our staff at (202) llS-3569 to make 
arrangements for a representative from your organization to hand deliver 
your testimony. 

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet . 
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives 
<Irtm;//veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (http://thomas.loc.gov). 

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to 
Mr. Todd Chambers at Todd.Chambers@mail.house.gov. Ideally, the electronic 
copy should be in Microsoft Word format. Additionally, the hearings are now 
broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web site so 
they may be accessed following each hearing. 

We look forward to hearing the views of the organization on this matter. Please 
contact Geoffrey Bestor, Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Oversight and 
Investigations, at (202) 225-3569 if you have any questions. · 

GB/tc 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
HARRY E. MITCHELL 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations 



MELVIN L. WAIT 
12TH 01Slft1CT 

NORTH CAROLINA 

COMMITTEI5S 

ANANCIAL SERVICES 
CHAIRMAN, SuBCOMMITTEE ON 

0Vl!A$1GHT AND IN\It!STIGA'II()NS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON fiNANCIAL 
INS1TruTIONS AND CoNSUMER CREDIT 

JUDICIARY 
SuiiCOMMITT"U ON THE CONSTITUTION, 

CIVIL AIGifTS ANO CIYIL Liii£RTIE6 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS, QCongrtss of tbt 1\nittb ~tates 
.,oust of 1\tprtstntatibt~ 
DaJbington, -~ 20515-3312 

THE INTERNI!T AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

The Honorable Robert Gates . 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-0001 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 24, 2009 

_ .... --------

SuBCOMMITTEE ON COMMERCIAL AND 

-ISTRATIVE LAW 

My office is hosting the 12th Congressional District Annual Grants Conference on Monday, June 
15, 2009 from 8:00a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC. This 
Conference will provide my constituents throughout the 12th Congressional District an 
opportunity to meet with representatives from federal agencies and learn about the federal grant 
application process. 

I am writing to request your assistance by providing a representative from your agency to serve 
as a Conference presenter. Each presenter is asked to provide an overview of your agency's 
application process and funding programs. 

Please confirm your agency's participation by contacting my Grant Conference Coordinator, 
Tamara Stinson, at (704) 344-9950 or Tamara.Stinson@mail.house.gov by Friday, April3, 2009. 
I look forward to your agency's involvement. Thank you for your support of this effort. 

Sincerely, 

Melvin L. Watt 
MLW/ts 

PL£A$E ReSPOND To: 

11~111111~11 IIIII 
0 2236 RAYBURN House OFFICe BUilDING 

WASHINGTON, OC20515-3312 
h.._ 1230 W~~"!" MOREHOAD S_TAEET r ""'-Sum 306 

0 301 SouTH GREENE STREET 
SuoTE210 

(2021 225-1510 
F.o.x: (202t 225-1512 
nc12.publlc@mail.houae.gov 
http:llwww.house.gov/watt 

CHAI'ILOTTE, NC 282(16-5214 
(704t 344-9950 . 
FAX: (7041 344-9911 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

GReENS&DRO, NC 27401 
(336) 275-9950 
F-..c: (336) 3n.9951 



DANIEL B. MAFFEI 1630 LONGWORTH House OFAco I!UUDINO 
(202) 22!;-3701 

25TH Dos•ROCT, NEw VoRl< 

-.. 

Q!nugrr.ss nf t4.e lnit.eb ~fnfts 
l;ousr of itr.prrsrutatiue.n 

· 1lllhtsqtngtnn, 10! 20515-3225 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 25, 2009 

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye 
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 
2009. I am aware of significant undesired consequences fur the E-20 program as a result 
of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to 
this issue; 

As you know, the E-20 Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform 
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an 
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive 
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for 
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, I am concerned that current funding will be 
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production. 
I believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these 
aircraft . . 

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 201 0 request jnclud~ pro·curement 
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft. . . . -

I thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward.to your 
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-20 
program. 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

Alf.c. 

OSD 02569-09 

II~WIIIIIIIm~~l~lllllllllllll~l 



CAROL SHEA-PORTER 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

1330 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, 0C 205\5 

(2021 225--6456 
(202) 225-6822 (FAX) 

33 LOYJELL STREET 
MANCHESTER, NH 03\01 

(6031 641-9536 
I603J 641-9561 (FAX( 

104 WASHINGTON STREET 
DOVER, N H 03820 

(6031743-4813 
1603) 743-5956(FA><) 

(!Congrt!S!i of tbt Wnittb ~tatt!i 
J)oust of l\eprrsrntatibts 

'UiaSbington. 18~ 20515 
February 26, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
READINESS 

MILITARY PERSONNEL 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
WORKFORCE PROTECTION 

HEAL THY FAMILIES AND CoMMUNmES 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
INSUt..Aft AFFAIRS, OCEANS ANO WILDLIFe 

NATIONAL PARKS, foRESTS AND 
PuBLIC LANes 

www.shea-porter .house.gov 

I am writing to correct a sentence contained in my letter, oo-signed by 18 of my colleagues, 
which I sent to you on February 17, 2009. 

While the letter accurately stated that the Department of Defense Inspector General is currently 
investigating the electrocution deaths of18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors), my office 
inaccurately stated that all of the electrocutions were "in KBR-maintained facilities." It has come 
to my attention that some of these incidents did not occur in KBR-maintained facilities. This 
misstatement does not diminish my concern about a contract involving major electrical work 
being awarded to a company under investigation for the electrocution deaths of American 
soldiers. 

I hope this clarification resolves any confusion. 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 



~mttg~ 
~ttftltE~ 

February 25,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Oear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Mongolia, 
Indonesia, and Timor~Leste on official business during the approximate time period of 
May 22-31,2009. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Great 
State Hural of Mongolia, the House of Representatives in Indonesia, and the National 
Parliament ofTimor~Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel 
at no cost to the government for protocol p~oses only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in. advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, /:) 

rt~ett·~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: ·The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller,.Clerk 
U;S. House of Representatives · · · . ·· · · 

. ! .. 

···.·.· .. . ·. : .' .. . ·. 
. -:. 11~1111111 



COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

TRADE 

INCOME SeCURilY AND FAMILY SUPI'OIIT 

COMMITTEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 
Au~ AND lAND fORCES 

UNITED STATES GROUP OF THE 
NATO PARUAOIIENTARY ASSEMBLY 

kendrickmeek.houae.gov 

CONGRESSMAN KENDRICK B. MEEK 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

February 25,2009 

WA9HIN!lTON OFFICE: 

1039 LoNGWORTH HousE OFFICE BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

0 

0 

(202) 225-4506 
FAX: (202)226-0777 

OISTIUCT OFFICES: 

MIAMI-DADE 
111 N.W.183RDSTREET 

SUJTE315 
MIAMI GARDENS, FL 33189 

1305) 690-5906 
FAX: (306) 6110-5851 

BRowARO 
101 00 PINES BouLEVAAD 
8UIUliNG 8. 3110 FLOOR 

PeMSROI<E PINES, fl 33026 
(9154)4!50-G767 

FAX: (954) 450-8788 

In October of 2008, President Bush signed into law the National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. An essential part ofthat.Act was (he establishment of the 
Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Creation of this commission is the fruit of 
numerous meetings between senior members of the Pentagon, including former 
Undersecretary Gordon England and each of the Service Chiefst former Gene~ Officers, 
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus dating back to October of2007. 

We share the goal of making sure that our military and its senior. leadership reflects our 
larger American society; and to that end I have been iooking forw~d to the Commission 
beginning its task ~ "cpnducting a compr.ehensive evaluation and assessment o;f policies· 
that provide opportunities for th.e promotion and a:dvan~ement of.minpriiy .~e~bers of 
the Armed Forces, including minority members who are senior officers." 

The work of this Commission will give Congress a better idea of how to address the 
continuing issues hampering our senior military service members. 'The simple fact is that 
minorities are overrepresented at the enlisted level and underrepresented at the officer 
level. This discrepancy becomes more acute at the.General.and Flag Officer level. We all 
unders~and that .given the nature ofloag~vity· and time in grade ~:.equir~nts that·.. . , 
rectifying this discrepancy will be by definition a slow proces$.lt will take -ti:t~e tQ grew 
today•s junior officers into tomorrow•s senior leaders, That is a1I the mo:re incentive to 
act now and to act mpidly to ensure that militarY leadership 30 years from now more 
accurately reflects our society. 

The NOAA set a deadline for appoin~ent the conuni~sion's members of not iater than 
60 days after the date of enactment for the Commission's .establi~hment; it is .my 
understanding that only very recently did you receive nominations from all relevant 
services and that now the Commissiot;t awaits yotp" approval of these nominees. To me, 



the issue of diversity is also an issue of national security as we are better served by the 
wide range of talents, experiences and capabilities that each group can bring to the table. 
The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but 
we must continue to build on past successes. I know that the effort to build upon that 
diversity is a goal that you and I share, and I look forward to your response and to the 
timely forming of the Military Leadership Diversity Commission. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my staff for support, advice or 
recommendations. 

endrick B. Meek 
Member of Congress 



ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
fiRST DISTRICT. NEW JERSEY 

tot.tMi t'l'EES. 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 
~ SuiCOMMrTnE ON 

Hf:At..'TH, EWPLOVME"NT, lA110111 
AND PENOIONO (HELP) 

M•MUII, SUIICONIIIITTl'E ON HIGI-illiiiA EDUCATION, 

l.JPelO"KK I.EAAf\ll"fO, A.I'IID CCN•"tmTMNEss 

ARMED SERVICES 

M•M•Il,. SuecoMMmEE ON 
0vERSNlHT AIIIO l...vt;STJGA.TION$ 

f!ongre~s of tbt itlnttdr ~tate~ 
J$ou~t of l\epre~mtatibt~ 
Rlal'bington.19<t 20515-3001 

MI:Me£ .. SIJBCOMMfTTEE ON TEflltORtsatl ANO 

UNCONVENTIONAL T~TS ANO CA.PABUTIES 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

February 24, 2009 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

0 2439 FIAVIIURN HOUSE OFFICE BuiWNG 

0 

0 

WASH .. GTON, DC 205111 
(202122~1 

506-A WHITE HORSE PIKE 
HADDON HEIGHTS, NJ 0803S 

(856)646-6100 

63 NORTH BROAD STftEET 
WOOOBLJRV, NJ 08096 

1856)8411-3900 

WEBSITE: 

WNW.houae.govlandrewa 

We are contacting you today in support of a public-private partnership being developed between 
Stevens Institute of Technology and McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey that is successfully 
working to ensure our military becomes independent of foreign oil and fossil fuels. In addition, 
this work will foster new technologies, create jobs and spur economic development throughout 
Southern New Jersey, and we urge you to consider committing $3.5 million worth of defense 
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to this important initiative. 

As alternative energy technology matures, it Is imperative that new concepts of renewable energy 
production are tested and proven in the field. Military bases are ideally suited to serve as national 
test beds for the development of affordable alternative energy. Stevens Institute of Technology, 
in ~llaboration with the private sector, has developed innovative carbon neutral technologies that 
can be implemented now in the field to validate the concept of operations for distributed 
alternative energy systems that can meet a major portion of the demand of military bases. 
McGuire Air Force Base is committed to becoming a model base where alternative energy 
technology is tested at full scale and its efficacy is proven. The funding we are requesting would 
be used to install, operate and test proven biofuel alternative energy technology at McGuire Air 
Force Base. 

This program will demonstrate the efficiency and affbrdability of biofuel technology to our Nation's 
military bases, create hundreds of jobs in Southern New Jersey over the next two years, foster a 
n~ industry that creates thousands of jobs nationwide, and become the kernel of Innovation that 
can transfer best practices to the rest of our military establishments for years to come. We have 
attached additional information regarding this project to this letter for your consideration. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request Our offices are prepared to provide you with 
any additional information you may require or answer any questions you may have about this 
initiative. 

Cc: Way!le Amy, Undersecretary for Defense Installations and Environment 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
· Wasbingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTI-f CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HovSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http:/fvetenns.house.gov 

February 27,2009 

REPUBUCAN5 

STIVI •UYM. 1-.&o\, RANIONG 

CLIFF STOAIINS, FLORIDII. 
JERRY llilORAN, KANSAS 
~E. BROWN. JR., SOUTH CAIIOUNA 
JIFF MILLER. FLOAIDA 
JOtiN BClOZMAN. AIIKAN$A& 
!raAN P. BILBAAY. CAUFORNIA 
OOUG I.AMSOIIN, COlOAAOO 
GUS M. Ellt.lfiAKIS, FLOIIIOA 
VetiN BUCHANAN. fi.OIIIDA 
DAVID P. ROE. nNNU$&£ 

KINGSTON !. SMitH 
IIEPUB~ STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEF COUIISa 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority StaffDirector of the Subcommittee 
on E~nomic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight 
business to sites in Washington from April6 to AprillO., 2009. The purpose of 
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Bremerton 
Naval Base, Ft. Lewis AFB, McChord AFB, and .Fairc~ld AFB, Washington. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and a~· e~nse·~ ·and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. 

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assis~ce in 
this matter. 

. ~ .. .... . .. 
J #> -

t' ''.: •,.- · .• .. ' 

JLto~. · .. . . .-.. 

Sincerely, 

.. ~ 
BOBFILNER 

.Chainnan . . .. 



IKf SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAlRMAN 
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS 
GfNE TAYLOR. MISSISSIPPI 
N£1L ABERCROMBIE, HAWAII 
MARTY MEEHAN. MASSACHUSETTS 
SILVESTRE REYI:S, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON 
LORETTA SANCHEZ. CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA 
ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER. CALIFORNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ANDREWS, NeW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CAUFORNIA 
RICK LARSEN. WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

It~. AJou~t of JRtprts'tntatibes 
M:asbington, ~€ 205t5-6035 

Jl"' COOPER, TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL. GEORGIA 
MADELEINE Z. BORCALLO, GUAM 
M"RK E. UO"LL, COLORADO 
DAN BOREN. OKLAHOMA 
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA 
NANCY BOYOA, KANSAS 
PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEO~GIA 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DAVID LOEBSACK,IOWA 
KIRSTEN E. GILLISR .. ND, NEW YORK 
JOE SESTAK. PENNSYLVANIA 
GABRELLE GIFFOROS, ARIZONA 
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
KENDRICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA 
KATHY CASTOR, FLO~DA 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

March 10, 2009 

CUNCAN HUNTER. CALIFORNIA 
JIM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY 
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ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

We are writing to call your attention to the requirement that the Department of Defense (DoD) 
conduct a space-based interceptor study as mandated by the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, 
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329}. 

After the Appropriations bi11 became law, there appeared to be disagreement as to whether or not 
the DoD has the legal authority to obligate and expend funds for a space-based interceptor study. The 
Congressional Research Service (CRS) delivered a memorandum to Senator Kyl on October 31,2008, 
which concluded, "The Department of Defense appears legally required to obligate and expend $5 
million for this space-based interceptor study because section 8006 of the full-year Department of 
Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, which was enacted as Division C ofP.L. I 10-329, states that the 
obligation and expenditure of funds for projects for which amounts appropriated exceed amounts 
requested in the budget are required by law to be carried out in the manner provided in the tables to the 
same extent as if the tables were included in the text of the Act." 

In addition to the clarification provided by the CRS, we learned that in December of2008, the 
Director of the Missile Defense Agency, Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, in a letter to Chairman 
Skelton, then Ranking Member Hunter, Chairman Murtha, Ranking Member Young, Chairman Inouye 
and Ranking Member Cochran, affirmed that the DoD must, upon the advice of the DoD General 
Counsel, conduct the study. MDA proposed to award a contract to a Federally Funded Research and 
Development Center in the near future and anticipated the study would be completed as early as summer 
2009. We have also learned that Undersecretary of Defense John Young assured Senator John Kyl in a 
December 2008 letter, "the Department will comply with the statutory requirement and proceed with the 
study." Finally, the DoD General Counsel issued his opinion that the Department is legally required to 
conduct the study in a letter to Chairman Skelton dated February 10, 2009. 
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Despite the legal requirement to conduct the study and the aforementioned correspondence from 
Department officials that they plans to proceed with the study and award a contract, we have been 
recently informed that due to political pressure, the DoD has postponed proceeding with the study. We 
will not debate the merits of space-based interceptors in this letter because our political opinions on the 
matter are irrelevant at this juncture. The purpose of the study is to explore the feasibility and 
advisability of the concept. The Congress has already debated the issue and the bill appropriating funds 
for the study has been voted on by both chambers of Congress and enacted into law. The Department 
should not stall its plans for conducting the study due to political pressures and any such action would be 
perceived as such. 

This study was important to former Ranking Member Hunter and Strategic Forces subcommittee 
Ranking Member Everett, and this request continues their work. With a solid legal foundation, we see 
no reason to delay proceeding with the study in accordance with the Departmenfs original plans and 
intent. We request that you provide us with the timeline for which the Department plans to obligate and 
expend the $5 million to conduct the study and the intended recipient of the study contract. 

We are happy to discuss any questions related to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

Michael Turner 
Member of Congress 



+ T·456 P.002/002 F·153 
• 

DI!!AN HELLER 10Z3lONGWOII'TI' 14ou:ir. Oo:oiCI! Bu...-11 
261-225-11 5! 

Z.,QDIII'tiiiCT, NIIIIAC.t. 

O!mtgre.s.s nf tiJt ltlnttm &tatts 
Jlmtft of lhpruU1taliurJJ 

Bulftngt~m. IIQt ZR515-Z8DZ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Wqbington. DC 20301-l 000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

• 
March 11,2009 

I appreciate the work the Department of Defense does in providing employment 
to people with severe disabilities though service contra.ets under the AbilityOne Progtam. 
I have the pleasw-e of wortdng with Opportunity Village, a community rehabilitation 
program in southern Nevada that bas been providing job training and employmcot 
services in southern Nevada. 

For more than 35 years, Opportunity Village hii supported the airmen arul 
women at Nellis Air Force Base. Currently~ OpportllJlity Village has a food service 
attendant contract and postal service center contract with Nellis. As a result, 43 people 
with severe disabilities are employed under these contracts. 

1'hi5 partnership has provided valuable services at Nellis AFB, and has assisted 
people with disabilities. Given this information, I ask that the Department of Defense 
reaffinn its commitment to not em:er into contracts or agreements that will result in the 
loss of jobs created by the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act, or 
:small business programs. The AbilityOne Program should be part of the Air Force job 
creation effons, and I urge the Depanment of Defense to coordinate with AbilityOne 
representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job creation through both. the 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation program and the AbilityOne Program. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to my concerns and please feel free to 
COtltact me for further information. I look forward to working with you on this important 
issue. 

DEAN HELLER 
Member of Congress 
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AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of 
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on a fact-fmding visit 
to Afghanistan and Gennany from April13 to April18, 2009. The delegation will 
include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman Deborah L. 
Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; Congressman 
Thomas S. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe of Tennessee; 
Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and Dolores 
Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice Admiral 
Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General Eric 
Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance. 

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain 
of oare·of'OEF service members and see flrst-hand the level and· quality of health 
care being provided io active duty service members in Afghanistan. Participants 
will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities in order to 
better understand the challenges of combat health care in Afghanistan. They 
request briefings and updates from Defense officials knowledgeable on medical 
evacuation procedures and policy. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be 
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required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The 
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C., 
Section ll 08 (g). 

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legislative Liaison 
Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative and logistical· 
support. 

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline carriers 
when there has be~n a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not available to meet 
the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with the "Fly America Act.'' 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756. 

MS/jz 

'ncerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 
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I wiito with Rspect to tbc recent F~ Circuit Court of Appeals' ruling in tbC case of 
Rothe D.veloptMnt Corp. 1'. /Apartment of Defo111c and Department of the Air Fore.. I am 

· concemed how the Department ofDefense {DOD) will now conduct its con~& processes 
and how this determioation Will affeCt small businesses in the 20111 CongreSsional Distriet of 
Texas. · · ·. · 

. . IIi .1998, Rothe Development Inc., a woman owned small businesi, filed a lawsuit &~ainst 
DOD claiming it had lost a eon11act, for which it submitted the lowest bid, because of the racial 

: Set-aside ~gnim. The ease called into question the DOD's entire_minority~wned small 
bu~!is set-aside eontracting program. On November 4, 2008, the Federal ~ircuit Court of . . 
Appeals ruled that this contractin& program, whi~h sets aside S percent of DOD comracts, is 
~DSiitutiooal'bccause of a lack of evidence that minority companies had ever suffered fiom 
racial discrb:Dination in the DOD co~~· 

·. SllJ8)1 busmesses in my district ·have been iskmg_ what this decisfon will mean for the 
DOD minority-owned small business set aside co~ting program. I represent a cm:mnunity . · 
with a strong nillitary preseuce and with a great number of minority-owned small businesses that 

. hOld contracts with all the semce branches. Tbelcforc, DOD's contiacting process has a huge 
impact OD busine8S owners l repm;ent. My ~118iitucnts need gwdanec now on how DOD· 

. ·intends 1o move fOrwud in light of ~s ruling. 

I nt~ly request a meeting with senior officials to discuss how DOD inte.Dds tO 
addless this matta and when new guidance can be expected ftom the agency. To arrange for 
the meeting, please contact Jayne Ann Wolsey, my scheduler, at 202-225-3236. Thank you for 
your coDsideration of my request. · · · 

CAG:·am : . 

7'nnn t7nnn FIJI 

Sincerely, 

es A. Oouzal~ 
· Member ·of Congress 

ftTf'ITft ........... -
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Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman of the State, Foreign 
Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee, Committee on Appropriations, and The Honorable Kay 
Granger, Th(» Honorable Jesse Jackson, Jr., The Honorable Adam Schitl', and The Honorable Ben Chandler, 
Members of the Committee, to travel during the approximate time period of Apri1131h-19th, 2009, to Egyp~ 
Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to 
meet with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shaH be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U .S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via commercial and military aircraft. 
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Assist:mt Secretary of the Navy (InstaUations and Environment) 
1000 Navy Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20350-1000 

Dear Mr. Penn: 

~ 002/002 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SeCIJFUTY 
~ANICING MEMBE~ 

FINANCIAL SEfMCES COMMITTEE 

I am ·wTiting to you regarding the recent environmental investigation in and aroWld the 
Naval Weapons Reserve Plant (N\VlRP) in BeU1page, NY. As you know, this investigation has 
identified the presence of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in several homes. While I 
a.pphud the NJ.vy's pro-active eiforts in sampling certain homes and educating the community 
by holding public meetings, I believe more needs to be done. That is why I am joining \\li.th 
Nassau County Legislator Edward Mangano in requesting the Navy take the following actions: 

1. Provide immediate, free testing to all homeowners residing south ofNWIRP 
2. Ex.~dite in-ho.me remediation 
3. Expedite an on-sit~ remediation sV5lt!m 

4. Designate funding ro compensate.at"fected homeowners 
5. Expand the radius of neighborhood street testing and continue testing Wltil redundant 

nc.n-d~tected results are confirmed 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. I would appreciate the Navy keeping 
me regularly infonned of new develo1nneots regarding B~thpage. 

... 

. SinJdy, 

/tA--~~~ 
Member of Congress 

Cc: Dr. Rob~n Gates, S~reta.ry ofDefen!\e 
Ivf.r. Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 

96% P.B2 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,· DC ·2030.1 

Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

As you know, on September 9th, 2004 President Bush took an unprecedented step when he 
recognized that the atrocities occurring in Darfur constituted genocide. More than four years 
later, the genocide continues. In 2008 alone at least 300,000 people were displaced and there 
have been 43 reported aerial attacks by the Government of Sudan. 

The United States should work with our allies to ensure that the United Nations mission in 
Darfur has the critical resources it requires. I urge you to renew efforts to secure the helicopters 
which the UN mission needs if it is to save lives, create an environment amenable to the peace 
negotiations, and ensure uninterrupted humanitarian operations. 

Without helicopters, the current UN peacekeeping force's ability to respond quickly to events 
and fulfill its mandate to protect civilians is severely_compromised. More than 20 countries have 
surplus aircraft that could be made available for the mission. It is my understanding that the six 
countries best placed to provide transport helicopters, Italy, Ukraine, India, Spain, Romania and 
the Czech Republic, between them have an estimated 71 helicopters available, four times the 
requirement. 

Thank you for your leadership and your attention to this issue. 

~~ 
Member of Congress 

cc: General Jim Jones, National Security Advisor 
Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 
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I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program, and 
request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 2009. I am aware of 
significant Wldesired consequences for the E-20 program, as a result of the enacted funding 
levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to this issue. 

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program is the cornerstone of the Navy's 
Net-Centric Warfare concept, and is imperative for protection against theater air and missile 
threats. Unfortunately, since the Defense Appropriations Bill was not considered in regular 
order, there was little time to address misunderstandings and major issues before the final 
conference report was complete. This produced an appropriations mark that left the program at a 
level inadequate to sustain it in transition from development to low rate production. In addition, 
the current FY09 funding level might produce a delay in Initial Operating Capability (IOC) by 
two or more years. This is especially disappointing when the Advanced Hawkeye program 
continues to meet and exceed both cost and schedule goals, and is needed to address urgent 
threats. 

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the 
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in the Fiscal Year 
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 201 0 request includes procurement 
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft. 

Thank you for your consideration ofthis request. I look forward to your strong support for 
prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D program. 

Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy 
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 

PRINTED DN RECYCLED PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense, The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 5, 2009 

COM MimES: 

AGRICULTURE 
~. SoecO-Il"l'U ON lJwSTOOC, 

DAIRY AMJ PouL 11'IY 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

SIJIICOMMITTEE ON AVIATION 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON RAILROADS, PPEUNES 
AND HAZARDOUS M~>.TERIAL$ 

PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON INTEWGENCE 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERROfiiSM, HilMA" 

INTEWGENCE, ANALYSIIi I<ND 

COUNTERINTELLIOENa 

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabiJities working 
on Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I 
ask that you: 

1. Reaffirm the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum 
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAF/s shall not enter into contracts or 
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies or instrumentalities 
for the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to 
the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-0 'Day Act, or small business programs until 
a policy solution can be reached that encourages job crc:ation; 

2. Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air'Force solution; and, 
3. Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Myers, Principal Director, Military 

Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues. 

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to 
service members and lower costs. However, given ihe 'potential impact this challenge could have on 
the employment ofthousands of people with severe. disabilities in the Ability<?.ne Program, I strongly 
urge the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOnc representatives · to develop a policy solution ~at 
encourages job creation through both the MWR and the AbHiiyOne Programs. This is 1fcrucial step 
to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe 
disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic 
sector of our society. 

Thank you for your :early consideration· of this urgent request. ·If you have any questiori~· ·,on jhis 
issue, please feel free to contact me or my· staff, Katy Siddall, at 202-225-38.(>6.: · · . · · . , ., . 

~ . . ' . . . 

, . .. .i . ,: 

·~· ' -:·· Sinccre~y. ·~· ... . · ,. . . ' 

' . . 
' : . . . 

• . • '. ; l• '' ' ' 

.. .. 

LB:ks 
. Member of CongreSs 

.. ' ' · . 

·' '···' .. · .. 
' • • · I ' . •: ~ • • .. 
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NITA M. LOMY, NEW YORK 
JOsE E. SE~RANO. NEW YORK 
ft.OSA L. DEL.AURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MOR ... t.l. VIRGINIA 

(tongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatm · 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSAO<USElTS 
ED PASTOR, ARI20NA 
OAVI() E. PRICE. NORTH CAROliNA 
CHET iDWAROS, TEXAS 
PAT?IICK J . KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0 . HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUQUE ROYEIAL·ALlAR[), CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CAliFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKS()N, JR .. ILUNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
AllEN BOYD, R.ORICA 
CHAKA FATlAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOAO D. •sHOP, JR .. GEORGLA 

. MARION BEARY. ARKANSAS 
IIAIIBARA LEE. CAUF()RNI" 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAIJFORNIA 
BETTY McGOI.lUM. MINNESOTA 
SHVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. 'DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BE"' CHANOL~R. K~NTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL T2, FlORIDA 
CillO AOORIGUE2, TEXAS 
liNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SAI.AlAR, COLORADO 

~ ...... . 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!louse of Rtprtsmtatiots 
(iommittte on 2lppropriations 
illllashington, f)Q: 20515-6015 

February 20, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAllfOR"'IA 
C. W. Bill YOUNG, FLOAIOA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK A. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACX IClNQSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. mELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAIM', TENNESSEE 
TOM lAlHAM.I(ftNA 
ROBERT B. ADEFIHOI..T, AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLIOIOI$ 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. lEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
K£N CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OIUAHOUA 

a.ERK AND $1AFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202)221>4771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn 
C. Kilpatrick, members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on Apri13-8, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with 
Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and health exchanges 
with the U.S. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31 
u.s.c. 1108(g). 

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of 
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

1fQ~ 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation to Gennany, 
France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate period of April 
2-9, 2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend meetings with government officials 
in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Assembly. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable John Tarmer <D-rN> . 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professionat St~ }{ouse Committee on Foreign Affairs . . . ~ . . . 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, includin und transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort (ll (6) and military air transportation in-theatre. 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO P A, has 
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre. . 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sinc~ly, 

r,-:e(P~ · · 
. . : NANCY PELOSI 

Speaker 

cc: The Honorabl~ Lomune C. ,Miller, .~lerk 
U.S. Hou'se of Representatives 

Ill 
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JOHN T. SAlAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Roben Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlousr of 'JRtprmmmtiots 
ftommitt~r on 2lppropriations 
Washington, Blot 20515-6015 

March 9, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAliFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELI~VSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. AVERiiCII.T, ALAilAMA 
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KAY GRANGER, T1;XAS 
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DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOH'I R. CARTER. TEXAS 
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KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BO'INER. ALA8AMA 
STEVEN C. V.TOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKlAHOMA 

ClERK ANO STAff DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 225-2771 

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27-28,2009, to Leon, 
Mexico. The purpose of this trip is to participate in the US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce "A 
Vision for North America" Conference. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
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LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!1\ousr of 'Rqnumtatiurs 
Q:ommittee on 2lppropriations 
~ashington, ~~ 20515-6015 

March 10, 2009 

J'ARY LEWIS. CAUFORNIA 
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CLERK AND STAFf DIRECTOR 
BEVEAL Y PHETO 

TELEI'tiONE' 
1202122&-2771 

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee on 
Appropriations and Anne Marie Chotvacs, professional staff member ofthe Committee on 
Appropriations., to i.ravei on a CO DEL led by Representative Nita Lowey during the approximate 
time period of April 13- 19, 2009, to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip 
is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to meet with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~b~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY Pt£1'0 

TEUEPHONE: 
(202)~2n1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B. G. Wright, 
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period 
of March 27- April3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to 
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in c01mection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field Wlder authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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March 1 0, 2009 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright, 
staff members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period 
of March 27- April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to 
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 
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lOCO TIAttRT, ICANs.t.S 
VoCH WI>N.P. TENNESSEE 
TOM~THAM.IOWA 
R08ERT B. ADERtKIL T, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TliXA5 
MICHAEL IC. SIMI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEKAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLOAIOA 
DENNIS It REHBeliG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RDIDNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CAlVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 80-R. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COL£. OKLAHOMA 

CLERIC ANOSTAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PIETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202, 22!5-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, the Honorable Maurice 
Hinchey, the Honorable Tim Ryan, the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, the Honorable John R. Carter, 
the Honorable Rodney Alexander, and the Honorable John T. Salazar members of the Committee 
011 Appropriations, and Taunja Berquam and Terry Tyborowski, stsff members of the Committee 
on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Puerto Rico, and Brazil, during the time 
period of April3- April10, 2009. The Honorable James Clyburn will travel under separate 
authorization. The purpose of the trip is to inspect sustainable biomass plantations, renewable 
energy laboratories, hydropower production, flex-fuel, and hybrid vehicle manufacturing 
processes, and water infrastructure. They will also be meeting with officials and the Brazilian 
government to discuss national energy strategies and other issues of mutual interest. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for examination of 
estimates in the field. 

It would be appreciated in the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as 
may be required, including transportation, to facilitate this trip. It would also be appreciated if 
the Department of the Anny (SAFM-BUL) could be assigned to escort the delegation. 

Sincerely, 

David Obey 
Chairman 
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MARCY KAP'TUR, OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
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JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.IAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OlVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROliNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J.KENNEOY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-AllARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARA. CALIFORNIA 
..ESSE L JACKSO!';, JR .. ILUNOIS 
CAROl 'IN C. KILPATRICk, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKAFAITAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
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CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
UNCOI.N DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. 5-'LAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iltoose of 'RQJrtstntatiom 
(tommitttt on appropriations 
Washington, BQ: 205l5-60l5 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
H-'AOLO RCIGERS, kENTUCKY 
FRANk R. WOlf. VlfiGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOCO TWiiiT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT 1!. ADERHOLT, AlABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GIIANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN AIIIIEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN Kllll<, ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
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JOIHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
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STEVEN C. uTOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND ST AFI' Dill ECTOR 
BEVERLYPHETO 

TElEPHONE: 
1202! 225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to ~uthorize spouses to accompany Members for 
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chainnan 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

itousr of 'Rtprmmtatiurs 
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UGshington, 'B~ 20515-6015 

March 11, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
IIAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
fRANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
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ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM,ICftNA 
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CLERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERL V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 226-2711 

Authorization is hereby granted to Adrienne Ramsay, staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27, 2009, to Rochester, 
New York. The pwpose of this trip is to visit facilities to review the design and production 
capabilities and receive briefmgs on subsystems and payloads for national security space systems. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from approPriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Oftiee of the Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
WashinKtOn, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gatos: 

March 13. 2009 
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I am writing to req,uest that the Depar.tment of Defense (DoD) :finalize the inclusion of 
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy Program in federal procurement of phannaceuticals propoacd rule 
(73 PeeL R.eg. 43394 (July 25. 2008)); 32 CFR Part 199 [DoD-2008-HA-0029; 0720-AB22) as 
soon as possible. According to the proposed rule. making this tegulation final will .save DoD 
$2.4 billion in Fiscal Years 2009-2011. In addition to pxoviding badly needed savings to the 
DoD. the :finalization of tbia rule ends the need for current ot future TIUCAR.E policies that favor 
the TRICARE Mail Order Proaram (TMOP) over the TRICARE rew1 phannacy network. 

In Fiscal Year 2006, America's retail phannacics dispensed over SS million TRICARE 
prescripuons. more· than any other pharmacy practice setting. TRICARE beneficilrie.s, 
particularly retirees, have demonstrated a clear preference to obtain. their prescription dnlgs and 
phmnacy aerviccs ftom retail pharmacies. deapitc the tact that there are already incentives in the 
TRICARE program to encourage beneficiaries to usc mail order .. They arc our natioa•s ClDTent 
and retired armed services personnel and their families, and we need to honor them by providing 
them with quality, accessible health caro. I believe the choice of where to obtain prescription 
mediations is bost left to them. 

· Implementing the proposed rule would bring to ftuition the sensible policy that the DoDa 
with the support of tho Government Services Administration, bas pu:rsued for years. A final IUle 
will give full eft'ect to the intent and plain language of Section 703 of NDAA-2008(1)(1] by 
placing retail pbannacies an an equal footing with other TRICARB pharmacy programs. Section 
703 was signed into law one year ago. and as we await issuance of the final nlle, DoD loses 
hundred& of millions of dollars of savings because manufacturors arc not paying required 
staanory discomt~ on TRICARE prescriptions dispensed by retail phumaciea. Jn fact; the 
Co~onal Budget Oflicc catimated savinp of $3.2 billion over tho fivo--year period. 
including $719 miUion in FY 2009. · 
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I respeCttuny request that you quickly promulgate and implement a revised final mlc thit 
reflects the intent of Congress and DoD to achieve signifieant savings and enable TR.ICAR.E 
beneficiaries to choose where to obtain their prescription medications. This result will best 
honor TRICARE beneficiaries, promote quality health care, aDd preserve scarce govemm.Cilt 
resources. ThaDk you for your continued service to our countrya and for considering our 
request. 

Sincerely, 

'JI~~~ 
Member of Congress 

I 
I 
I 
! 
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March 13, 2009 

I'll WA~I!Irwi.I~ON AII£1WE 

... "''~"" ~ . 0" 9711!00 
fELE,HONE.I5'111 e:M--2~ 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn 
Director, .-r~nny National Guard 
NGB-ARNG 
111 South George Mason Drive 
Arlington, VA 22204 

Dear Secretary Gates and Lieuten:lnt General Vaughn: 

I v..Tite today to urge you to direct money from the $50,000.000 allocated for Anny 
National Guard Military Construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
of 2009 (PL 111·5) towards construction of The Dalles Armory located in The Dalles, 
Oregon. According to their FY20 1 0 appropriations request. the Oregon Military 
Department indicated that their federal request for this project is $17,023.000. ll is my 
hope that this project can be funded through the money available in PL 111·5 to allow 
construction to begin immediately. · 

The Oregc1n :t-.filitary Department has indicated that this project is ready to execute now 
a.nd will help the Joc::JI and state economy by providing jobs in construction and 
maintenance d'Jring the period of construction and supporting the local economy after 
construction, They estimate that construction projects of this scope average a total of 62 
sub-contracts with an average of 12 employees per contract. The total number of 
construction related jobs is estimated to be between 750 and 1 ,000. 

This project is vital ro the community in The Dalles because it is a unique partnership 
between the Oregon ~lilitary Department and Columbia Gorge Community College and 
will provide prolonged benefit to the local economy as part of the community college 
campus with classrooms available to the college ~uri.ng the week. 

It is import:mt that this proj~ct is completed as expeditiously as possjble. I can think of 
no better way to create jobs, stimulate the state and local economy, and also advance the 
mission of the men and women who have dedic3ted themselves to protecting our counny. 
Thank you for your time and full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law, 
rules. and regulations. I look forward to hearing from you on this issue. 

Sincerely, 

o~A-
~kl.lb::r of Congre.~s 

11AR-17-2001 04=46 P.02 
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COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

VIA FACSIMILJ -703-695-1219 
The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretaty 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Penta&on · 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secmwy. 

21181 RA"ttJUM HOU$I! OFFICE IIUI.DING 

WASHJt_«JJJN, DC 20615-8100 

Mareh 18, 2009 

Authorization is hereby grantod to 1be Honorable Man:ia L. Fudge to travel on a Conpsionll 
:Delcption (CODBL) led by the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, 
members of the Committee on Appropnations to Cuba on April 3-8. 2009. The purpose of the trip is 
to evaluate cwrent policies regarding trade and comm~ with Cuba, IDd to examine IWl promo4lC 

·proposals to iJUtiate cultural, ~ and healtb exchanges with the United ·Stas. 

P.02 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to ·furnish such assistaDce, including transpoltation. u may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual CXJ1CP1CS and traDipOI1'Jdioe is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g). Travel will be conducted by milituy aod'or commercial 
ain:raft up to business class,· including foreign flag anicrs wben U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL 
requests tbe U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegatioo. 

If you have any questions regardina Ibis matter, please contact Clifton Rooa1d St. Clair Williams m 
at 202-225-7032. Tbaak you for your assistance in this mauer. 

GM:ejh 

t'OTAL P.03 
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8Tli DISTRICT. ARIZONA 

WASHINGTON Ol'f'ICE: 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 226-2542 

DISTRICT OFAc:ES: 
TIJCSON OFFICE 

1e61 NORTH SWAti, $UITE 112 
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(620) &e1->35118 

COCHISE COUNTY OFACE 
77 CALLE PORTAl, SUITE B-160 

SIERRA VISTA, AZ 85635 
1520) <45$-3115 

The Honorable~~ ~.ates 

C!Congrt~U of tbe 1tnittb ~tates 
•oust of l\eprt5entatibe5 

Wfta.Ubington, jDC: 20515-0308 
····-March I 0, 2009 

~ecretary of~~ . . 
t 3QODefe~}~~n·· RO~m '3-E970 
Washi~g.:oli;p.e. ·'!o30 1-1300 

Dear Sect Gates: 

COio!MintES: 

ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON AHI AND 

lAND FORCES 
SUBCoMMITTiE ON MiliTARY READINESS 

SCIENCE AND "TECHNOLOGY 
CHAIR. SUBCOMMITIEE ON 
SPACE AND AERONAUTICS 

SUBCOMMITTE£ ON 
ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENT 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE 

I write regarding two studies mandated by the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2009 (NDAA), PL-11 0.417, which were recently due to be submitted to Congress but have not yet been 
received. These studies ofthe Department of Defense's renewa~le e~rgy pursuits, such as the use of solar 
power, are vital to progress on developing a comprehensive strategy on r~d~cing the Department's 
operational energy consumption. 

Section 333 of the 2009 NDAA requires your office to conduct a study examining the feasibility of using 
solar and wind energy to provide electricity for expeditionary forces. In particular, the study must examine 
the potential for solar and wind energy to reduce the fuel supply; the extent to which such reduction will 
decrease the risk of casualties associated with convoy operations; the overall costs and benefits of using these 
technologies; .the sustainabiUty and operatin,g requirements of.solar and wind. energy systems; and potential 
opportunities for experimentation within cun:.ent traini.ng envjroQ.uents. Thtl Nport wa,s due on 11 February, 
2oo9, 120 days after enactment of the 2009 NOAA, however the report has not yet been submitted to 
Congress. 

The second report, due I March, 2009, was required by the House Report accompanying the 2009 NDAA. It 
directed your office to report on technologies that are suitably mature to be integrated into reset and 
recapitalization programs that, if deploy~. could ~uce energy consumption. ~ikewise, this report bas not 
yet been recei"\fed, 

I ~spectfuUy request that copies of these studies. are irnmedi~tely furpished to dte Congress as they are lik~ly 
to provide imponant insights {or pOtential action du~ing this year's defense authorization cycle. I appreciate 
your immediate a_tt~ntion to this matte~. . . . . . . . 

• ~ • 1 

. ~ .. 
PI'IINTI!D ON IIICYCLEO PAPER 



su-oMNIYTII ON GINitiiiM. F'.utM CoMMOOITIU 

AND RISK MAIWAOIMCNT 

Su,..C:OMMtTTitl oN CoN•IIWATION, CllltOtT, 
EtU:ItCIY ANO RUI-"'CH 

SU•co .. MITTU: ON LtYI.,-OCII, DAIIIIY AND PoULT1W 

. . Cotot..,tTTEil oN 
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Su~OMMITT£C oN RAti.IIICIAo•. Pr~ll.tNI• 
AND HAliAftoou• M.o.T11t1-.s 

S.,.eONMIYTitl: ON !:CONOMIC D&YELO~MINT, 
Pu ... tc BurLOtNoa AND tMIItGINCT M.o,NAoQIUIII:NT 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secietary Gates: 

. BETSY MARKEY 

4TH 01STRICT, .COLO"ADO 

March 11, 2009 

WASHINGTON OFI"ICE: 
1229 LoNGWOfn'N ButLOIIWG 

WAaltiNGTOIW , DC 20515 
202·22~7· 

FAX: 202·22s-S8?0 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
123 N. COU.IGIE AYI., SutTI: 220 

Fo101T COLLIN•, CO 80152<4 
!P70.221-7110" 

F.u:: !i70-2li!I-7Zo40 

I am writing to express my outrage at the Anny's use of funds to purchase land to expand the 
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site in direct violation of clearly stated Congressional intent 

In 2008, Congress passed the Military Constnlction Appropriations Act with an amendment 
stating .. None of the funtb appropriated or otherwise made available in this title may be used for 
any aCtion that is related to or promotes. the. expan3ion of the boundaries or size of the Pinon 
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. •• The clear intent of this measure was to prevent the 
appropriation of funds for the proposed expansion of the Pinon Canyon site used by the U.S. 
Arm~ stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado. 

It bas come to my attention that the Anny has recently completed a deal with a Colorado 
landOwner for the acquisition of approximately 70,000 acres ofland near the existing Pinon 
Canyon facility. This acquisition comes less than six months after members of Congress 
expressed their intent to impose a ban on expansion. 

The expansion of the Pinon Canyon site has been adamantly opposed by Colorado Members of 
Congress as well as the farmers and ranchers in Southern Colorado because a larger training 
facility will result in the condemnation of private property, decreased land values, a devastating 
impact on the local economy, and on the environment 

The Pinon Canyon site has always been a bane for the local communities. When the initial land 
was purchased, some landowners complained of strong-arm tactics and fears of condenination. 
When the site was to open, the Army heralded construction jobs and long-term employment, but 
after twenty years the site·has not helped the local economies~ Additionally, many were led to 
believe that the site would not allow live-fire exercises, but that promise was also broken. 

Today, I am troubled that the Army has decided to not only violate the trust of the local 
community but has.also decided to skirt clearly defined Congressional intent that this facility not 
be enlarged. In January 2009, the Governri:lent Accountability Office released a report on the 
Department of Defense justifications· for the expansion of Pinon Canyon. This report 
recommended that the Army provide more information to Congress before further action be 



taken. Not only was no further information provided, it now appears that the Anny has decided 
to cllsregard Congress, intentions altogether. Please advise me on why the Army iS progressing 
forward on the pl.,U'Chase. I appreciate your attentiOt:I to this matter. 

Sincerely, 



Gtongre.&.a of tlte 11tniteb §tate.a 
llhtsl}ingt.on. ll« 20515 

Dr. R~ M. .Gates 
Sec:retaq q(l)i:;fense 
1 ooo Derenseien~ 
Washington, DC 20lQ14i}OO 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~.12,2009 

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a 
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet ofKC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this 
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accotmtability Office concluded last year, the 
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was deeply flawed. We write to you 
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future so~ selection process 
if it is to be successful. 

First and· foremost. a future· competitive source: selection must be fair to all parties while 
delivering the. best value. solution for the warfighter at a·reasonable cost fOr the taxpayer. ·In the 
previous somce selection, the·competition was not coadll'ICtec.t fairly .on several levels. The 
Department of Defense (DOD) must not-repeat past mistakes: . 

. > Do. ll()t al19w "compdition ~t all ~stS" to diStort the KC-X solicitation and source 
selection process.· In tlJe m~nths ~e'acJing up to the re~e of the final R-equest for 
Proposals (RFP) fot the previous KC-X sc>licit~ii'On; the Air Force bel)l to the . . 
com\)~nation of e~l pressw:e for "competition ai al1 costs, coupkd wi~ fefusal by 
one patential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfactiOn. This led 
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning 
System (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifying one offeror's 
proposal. 

)- Conduct the competition on a· level playing field for all p&rties. In the previous 
KC-X competition, the Northrop OrummaniEADS team benefited from unfair advantages 
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to 
products produced in the United States. Specifically, the Unite4 States government bas a 
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that~· A-330 
aircraft prodUced by EAO~/A~ benefi~ from $5 billion in jJJegal.government 
subsidies.· Note that Section 886 ofthe·FYio09 National Defense AUthorization Act 
requires DOD to condUct .• l:e~i~w of the ~mpactS o"f subsidies· 9n the aerial refuelins 
tanker competition upon completion ofthe piuceedi.ngs of the 'WTO." The KC-X 
competition also ~.hi_ghlighted the-unequal treatinent that American producers face 
· when.competing with products.from severalal:Ued nations. Our American produoers 
must abide by many regulations·{Be!ry Amendment, Buy America Act, Imemational · · 
Traffic in Arms Regulations; Foreign·CorruprPractices Ad, arid wst accounting · · 
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items prod\x'.ed in other 
countries. 

)> Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to 
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute 
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs 
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly. 
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it 
based estimates of Most Probable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather 
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required 
service life of the aireraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source 
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis. 
GAO concluded that "even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per,hour 
by a particular aircraft 'Would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel-costs." Well 
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 ai~raft consumes 24% more 
fuel per flight hour than does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant 
differences in operating costs. 

) Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In 
the previous K.C-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two 
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop OnunmaniEADS proposal 
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation. Specifically, GAO found that the 
Air Force .. improperly made award" when it "unreasonably determined that the 
awardee's refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support 
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance." GAO also concluded that "the 
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency's determination that the 
awardee~s proposed aerial refueling tanker could refuel all cummt Air Force fixed·wing 
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force~ as 
required by the solicitation." 

> Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in accordance with the 
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force "did 
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in aocordance with the evaluation criteria 
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the 
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into &ccount the fact 
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more "trade space" technical requirements 
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested otferors to 
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible." Furthennore, GAO 
concluded that the Air Force "violated the solicitation's evaluation provision that "no 
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] K.PP 
objectives" when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee propoted 
to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the 
protester." 

> Carefully consider ruitional security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given 
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD 
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and 
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the 
fragile economic conditions. and weak domestic employment environment Federal code 



(10 U.S.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in 
conjunction with major defense acquisitions. 

We also think that it is impoJ;tant to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker 
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is 
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government 
and industry eJtchange infonnation, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward 
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry. 

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to 
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air 
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-135 fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation 
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership 
team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program under 
way. 

Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely, 

7frM.A..:J.. 
NORM DICKS 
Member of Congress 

TODDTIAHRT 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretacyr: 

11\ou.sr of Rrprurntatiots 
Q:ommitttt on Slppropriations 
DJashin.uton, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 16, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFOIIMA 
C. W. BIU. VOUPIG. FLORIDA 
HAROlD AOOERS. KENTUCKY 
~RANK R. WOLF. VIRGINIA 
JAO( ICJNGSTOP.J. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHAT,I(ANSAS 
Z4CH W4MP, tnlN&SSE£ 
TOM lAlHAIII. IOWA 
IIOIIERT B. ADERHOLT, AL.ABAMA 
JO ANN EMIERSOO, WIBSOURl 
KAY GRANGER.li:XAS 
MICH4EL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUlBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN lORI(. IWNOIS 
ANDER CllENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONT ANA 
JOHN A. CAIITEit TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CAL\IERT. CALifORNIA 
J0 BONNER, AU>.IIAIAA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKL.AHQMA 

CLERK AIIID STAFF DIRECTOR 
IIEVEIIL V PHETO 

TE~PHON~: 

12D2t 2211-l771 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 9, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Kay Granger, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, to travel to 
Leon, Mexico during the approximate period of March 27-28, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel during the approximate 
time period ofMarch 27-29, 2009. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chairman Jey 7 



DEMOCRATS 

- RUIEI\ CAUFORMA, C~ 
COIIRINE BROWN, flORIDA 
VIC SNVOER, ARMNSAS 
MI~AEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPHAIIIIE HE:RSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA 
HAFiflY E. MITCHELL.. ARIZONA 
JOHN J . HAll. NEW YORK 

lt.~. ;l}ouse of 1\tprtfitntatibes 
OEIIORAII L HALVORSOOI, IWNOIS 
THOMAS sp: PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA . COMMITTEE '?N VET~RANS' AFFAI~S 
HAARY TEAGUE. NEW MEXICO 
CIRO D. RODI\IGUU, TEXAS 
JOE OONNELLV, INDI.ONA 
JERRY M~,;NEHNEY, CAlifORNiA 
ZACHAAY T. ~E. OHIO 
nMOTHY J . WI\LZ. MINNESOTA . 
JOHN H . .r.DUR, NEW JERSEY ' 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE" VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. ONE.HUNORED ELEVENTH COII!GRESs·. 

335 CANNON HOUSE 0FRCE. l)uii.DING 

:. WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

~ttp://veterans.housa.gov 

March 11; 2009 · · 

REPUBLICANS 

lnvl 8UVIII. IMIIIIAMA. -­
C~FF STEARNS, FLOIIIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN, JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEfF MIL~ER, FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZIMN. AR~ANSAS 
BRIAN P. 81l.BAAV. C.t.LIFORNIA 
DOUG lAMBOIIN, COLOIWlO 
GUS M. BIUR.\KIS, FlORIDA 

• VERN BUCKANAN, FLORIDA 
OAVIO P ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBliCAN STAFF OIRECTOII 

AND CHIEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of 
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans' Affairs on a fact-finding visit 
to Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Germany from Apri113 to April 18, 2009. The 
delegation will include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman 
Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; 
Congressman Thomas S. P. Perriello ofVirginia, and Congressman David P. Roe 
of Tennessee; Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and 
Dolores Dwm, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice 
Admiral Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General 
Eric Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance. 

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities _in the chain 
of care of OEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health 
care being provided to active duty serVice members in the countries to be visited. 
Participants will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities 
in order to better understand the challenges of combat health care. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department ofDefense could furnish such assistance as may be 

-- .. , _____ _ 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
March 11, 2009 
Page2 

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The 
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C., 
.Section 11 08 (g). 

I would also like to request military escorts from the Anny Legislative 
Liaison Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative 
and logistical support. 

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline 
carriers when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag canier not 
available to meet the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with 
the· "Fly America Act." 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further 
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756. 

MS/jz 

BOBFILNER 
Chainnan 
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otnngnss nf tlp.elnihil i'tates 
ma~n. DC! 2D515 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense· 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

March 19, 2009 

No. 2431 P. 2 

As a member of the United States House of Representatives, it is an honor to 
recommend Dr. Solomon Passy for the position of the next Secretary Genetal of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We ask that you give this request your full 
consideration. 

NATO as an institution is an important vehicle for keeping peace and stability in 
the region. With the expected return of France to the military organization will open a 
window of opportunity for major and profound reforms in the Alliance and a new NATO­
BU. Euro-Amerlcan cohesion. Therefore, we trust that a person like Dr. Passy, bringing 
the inspiration of New Eumpe, may syner(lize best with this momentum. 

Dr. Passy's credentials are very impressive. In 1990, as a member of parliament, 
be launched his idea for Bulgaria to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. At 
the time this goal was only supported by 15% of the population. The network he created, 
the Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, succeeded in its goal to reverse popular opinion: in 2004 
when Foreign Minister Passy raised the Bulgarian flag a1 NATO Headquarters, he gained 
the support of 80% of the Bulgarian people. Also, be successfully neJotiated and signed 
the Accession Treaty of Bulgaria with the European Union in 2005. Both ventures have 
made him one ~fthe most popular ministers in Bulgarian history. 

Another highlight of Dr. Passy"s distinguished career was his leadership during 
Bulgaria's term on the United Nation's Security Council, which lasted from 2002 to 
2003. During his tenure, he was able to demonstrate a remarkable ability to develop 
relationships in a way that permitted the passage of numerous resolutions and other 
important acts highlighting Bulgaria's successful term on the Council. . 

Also worth mentioning is his extensive experience in Afghanistan workinJ 
closely with President Hamid Karzai on election and economic issues that impact the 
nation as a wh'?le. As Chairman-in-Office for the Organization for Security and Co­
operation in Europe (OSCE), he directed the fust exporting of an election observation 
team to Afghanistan to monitor the 2004 presideruial election. Oiv=. the arowina: 

PAINT!O ON IIICYCLID li'APDI 
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narcotics concem that has deveJoped out of Afghanistan. he has wod:ed diligently on 
·assisting the people of Afghanistan to replace poppy crops with that ofrose.-A 
Bul&arian treasure. 

Dr. Passy has a proven track record in foreign relations. He has been one of the 
·main instruments ofbis: country's successes and there is no one better with his knowledge 
and experience to work in this capacity. 

. . 
If we cin be of fUrther assistance to you, please do not hesitate to contact either of 

our offices. 

Jt~ 
JOB WILSON 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely. 

~~~6,9~p. 
MADELEINE BORDALLO 

Member of Congress 

i 
· I 

! 
: 

' 
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«t'llngress or tht <Bnittd ~tatts 
flour of 'RqJrmmtatilm 

ctommittte on i(Jpropriatiou 
Uastdnpn, B~ 20515-6015 

March 20, 2009 

The Honorable R.obcrt M. Ga~ 
Secrdary oflleftmse 
1000 Defeose Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secrdary: . 

NO. 305 P. 2 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b), Public Law 601. 79fl Conaress (c:ocli:fi,ed at 
2 U.S.C. §72 a (b)), 1bis Staff has been directed by the Committee 011 Appopriations to make an 
inquhy of the a1fcQt of stop losS on-servi.cemcmbcrs. 

Please de&ipare an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtairW1i the data pertinent to this 
iDquiry and DOtitY my office by telephone witbiD .five business days oflhc receipt of this lett«. Jl 
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be concacted on (202) 225-3881. 

c:c - Comptroller of the Department of Defense 
cc - Secrdary oftbe Anny · 

;fot.~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Director 
Surveys aDd Investigations Staft' 
House Committee onAppmpriarlons 
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COMMITIEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
(202) 225-3625 

Dashington, B~ 20515-6>48 
http://'Naysandmeans.house.gov 

March 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAVE CAW, MICHIGAN 
WALLY HER GER. CAUFORMA 
SAM JOHNSON, TE><AS 
ltEWIIIRADY, TEXAS 
PAUL RYAN. WISCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA 
JOHN UNDER, GEORGIA 
DEVIN NUHES. CAUFORMA 
PATRICK J. TIBBll, OHIO 
GINNY BfiOWN.WAI'I'I!, I'I.ORI04 
GEOFf 04VIS. KENTUCKY 
DAVD G. REICHERT, WAS .. NOTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR., LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLER, NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSICAM. IWNOIS 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) to participate in 
the CO DEL being led by Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), to Brussels and 
Belgium. This travel will take place during the period of Thursday, March 19, 
through Monday, March 23, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session 
during this time. 

The purpose of this trip is to attend the 2009 Brussels Forum on 
transatlantic economies. Rep. Kind will also speak at the Forum and will meet 
with officials from European Parliament and the European Commission. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip: The expenditure ·of funds for the payment of the aclual and· iLtccssa..ry 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 
C1.e111C AND lfAIIII DIICioGftlll 

uOIIAI. 'I' NCO ,__ ... 
1211111 81-DI' 

I am writing to call to your attention the need to revise your Department's 
policy on outsourcing. Over the past eight years the Administration has misused 
the Office ofManagement and Budget Circular A-76, the policy which governs 
public-private competitions to potentially outsource work to the private sector. A-
76 became a mandate for pushing more and more work into the private sector, even 
work that is closely associated with inherently governmental functions, in order to 

meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The last Administration's push to outsource resulted in hWldreds ofbillions 
of expenditures with little to no oversight from the Department ofDefen5e (DoD). 
In fiscal year 2008, DoD obligated about $200 billion for contractor-provided 
services, more than doubling the amount it spent a decade ago when measured in 
real tenns. Yet the Defense Department is unable answer basic questions such as: 
how many contra.ctors and subcontractors there are, what is their average salary, 
and precisely what work are they doing? The responsibility for acquiring services 
within DoD is spread amona individual military commands, weapon system 
program offices, or functional units on military bases with no central oversight. 
The DoD Inspector General (I G) recently reported that your office pressured the 
Military Services to conduct outsourcing studies, and recently revealed to my 
subcommittee that contractors grant civilians access to military bases, including in 
highly sensitive areas like Iraq and Afghanis~ without evidence of appropriate 
background checks. 
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The House Appropriations Committee bas attempted for years to impose 
oversight of contract services and shift away from what has become an over 
reliance on contractors. The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act 
includes a one year govemm~wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or 
announcing any A-76 srudies. I was heartened by President Obama's recent 
Memorandum on government contracting in which he statos "Government 
outsourcing for services also raises special concerns." O:MB must " .•. clarify 
when governmental outsourcing for services is and is .not appropriate ... " 

. However, I found it disappointing when I learned of a response from your office to 
twenty Jnembers of Congress who had expressed concern about a particular k 76 
study; the response suggests that the concerns about outsourcing expressed by this 
subcommittee and by the President have not been understood by yoW' office. The · 
same official who had advocated outsourcing during the Bush administration St&.ted 
in a fetter (attached) dated March 9, 2009, that "Public Private competition under . 
OMB Circular-76 is a proven management tool that improves business efficiencies 
while generating significant savings to the wcpayer. •• 

In light of the Omnibus Appropriations Act, I advise you to cease to initiate 
or announce new A-76 studies. I also suggest that you halt A-76 studies pending 
OMB review of the A-76 program. 

I request a prompt response to this letter. 

Respectfully, 

c·· , .. ./~ 
............ - .:: 

John P. Murtha 
Chainnan 
·Defense Subconunittee 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
SeCidary 
Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 23, 2009 

2101 RA'tWRH HOUM OI'I"'QE IIUI.DIHO 
WASHIHG1CN. DC 2011W1f7 

I2D2t m-2816 

DII11IIC:T OfPICI8; 

5 HIGH STIIUT. SIJitE lOt 
MIDFORD, MAIIZI!i& 

11111311-21011 

1• CONC:OII08TIIEET, SUITI! tart 
I'II.UIINCIHAM, MA 017Q2 

lllliQI7 .. ZIIII 

I am wririn& to urge you to appoint fon:aer U.S. Representativ (b)(S) to 
serve on tho De&mae Policy BoaRt. L--~~~~-......J 

I have (b)(6) since I first arrived in CoJl8AIIII in 1976, and I workccl closely 
with bim durina the 1980s and early 19908 on numerous arms control and c:lefenae policy 
legislative initiatives. During bis serviec in the House, Lea was widely regarded u ODe 

oftbe most thoqhtful and etfectivo nadonalleaden on arms control issDeL He used bis 
position on the House Appropriations DeCease Subcommittee to advance several 
succea.ft&l anna control iDitiativea, including ~uoceaaful effort to ban the 
testing ofanli-saaeUite weapons in space. In additi~ one of the key Hone 
loaders oftbo effort to cut fimdina ill-advised 54Star Wars" strategic ballistic missile 
defense programs. aDd a stroag proponent of efforts to secure a stnfe&ic nucJcar ums 
reduction treaty with the Soviet Union. In addition to these initiatives, Lea was also a 
lonptanding advocate for amart defense procurement a realiltic testing of new 
conventional Weapons systems. 

In his poat~ioual ~ (bl<6l continued to be active iD Democratic politics 
and i11 policy diaeuaions on arms control and national aecority ieaucs. Aa our nation 
moves fOrward to grapple wi1h issues relating to recent <llinasolestS of anti-satellite 
weapons, what to do about propoaed missile detimses · and how to restart the 
arms control process with the RuaaiiDS, I believe that (b)(S) would provide the 
Defense Department with fi'lnk 8lld i.naightful.tvice and counsel. I belimt that Lea 
AuCoin would be ao invaluable addition to the Defense Policy Board, and I strongly urae 
~ to consider naming him to this important position. 

~~~s:g~ 
Co: Donaips LA/ 

Sinccrely, 

Bdwanl 1. Markey 
Member of Congress 

IIIII 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefetwe 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

This letter will a.Uthorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Carnahan to 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Cyprus, and Lebanon during the approximate period of April 3-11, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 120th meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Union and to meet with government officials in each country. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

'' ' ' 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

.. 
This letter will authorize Ms. Catlin O'Neill, Floor Assistant to the Speaker, to 

accompany Codel Tauscher (authorized by the House Anned Services Committee) to 
Israel and Egypt during the approximate period of AprilS-10, 2009. The purpose of the 
trip is to review Israeli Missile Defense Operations and participate in bilateral discussions 
with key allies in the Middle East. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S. C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

(\ '?~ 
~J::iws, 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

. .. .. 

· : . 



EOOLPtiUS TOWNS. NHV YOM 

CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDREU ELEVENTH C0N(1HESS 

<£ongress of tbt Unltrb .iltatrs 
l>ousr of l\rprrsrnt,lttur~ 

OA~'IFll I: ISSA, C:o\I IFORPIIII 

AAI\IKING MINOIII'V Mk:.,tiEil 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 Ao~oYhllkN H1W~f DF11n Bul' 1 ;tN:; 

WASHI'IClO~.;. DC 20515-6143 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

r~·-: .,,.,. ,·:1 ~: ~~- · 'n•.t . 
,.,,.,, :· •·, :1':1.1; ~·~ ·· . •. t:"l·l 

March 19, 2009 

We would like to ensure that the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign 
Affairs of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is included in the 
Administration's Congressional briefings reJated to the results of the strategic review of 
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan you have commissioned. 

As you are well aware, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is 
the principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives and has broad 
oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(S), 
the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction 

· encompassing oversight of national security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. Our 
Committee has the significant role of oversight of interagency activities in the national 
security arena. 

Beyond manifest jurisdictional oversight interests, our Subcommittee has devoted 
significant time and energy on the oversight ofU.S. policy, programs, and resources 
related to our efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over the past two years, our Chairman 
has personally led three Congressional delegations to Afghanistan an4 Pakistan. During 
that same period, the Subcommittee has held eight related hearings. 1 

· 

Last month, we held a· hearing on the U.S. mission to train and equip the Afghan 
police and anny with a focus on the accountability of arms and other sensitive military 
equipment. Over the last two weeks, we have held a public hearing and hosted a 
classified briefmg on the nature of the complex threat environment within Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. We are currently planning oversight hearings on the proposed troop 

1 Formore infonnation on these activities, please go to: http://nationalsecurity.oversight.house.gov. 



buildup and civilian surge in Afghanistan, as well as on regional players and 
considerations that are fundamental to U.S. efforts in South Asia 

Our work on this subject, both in the hearing room and on the ground, has 
allowed the Members of this Subcommittee the opportunity to acquire a depth of 
understanding on the natlire of the security threat in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We stand 
committed to continue constructive oversight of U.S. plans and activities in this 
strategically important~ and troubled. region. 

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and look forward to working 
with you as we move forward in creating more effeCtive foreign policy in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, while making sure that every dollar entrusted to us by the American 
taxpayers is wisely spent. 

John F. Tierney 
Chairman 

· Sincerely, 

Subcommittee on Nf!.tional Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

cc: Vice President Joseph R. Biden 
Secretary Hillary Clinton 
Secretary Robert Gates 
National Security Advisor James L. Jones 
Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke 
Under Secretary Michele Flournoy 
Mr. Bruce Riedel, Brookings Institution 

fl1f! ?fpd/.-_ .· 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURniA, fENNSYLVAN~ 
NOI'MAN 11. DO;tcS, WASHWGTON 
AlAN B. MOLLOIV\N, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSICY, INOI.t.NA 
NITA lit LOWEY. NEW YORK 
~ E. 61<RRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAUAO. CONNEcnCUT 
JAM£S P. MOAAN, VIRGINIA 

crongrrss of tht ilnittd ~tattS 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSE-ml 
Ell PASTOR. ARIZONA 
IIAVIO E. PRICE. NORTH CAIIOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
ROBERT E. 'BUD" CRAMER. JR •• ALABAMA 
PATIVCilJ.IlENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, I£W YORK 
LUCILLE ROVBAL-AI.LAIIO. CALIFORNIA 
SAM F~. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON. JR., ILLINOIS 
CAfiOL VN C. Kill' A TRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYO. FLORIDA 
CHAM FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROtHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SAIWOOIO D. 8I$HOP, JA .. GEORGIA 
MARtON BEPIRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEii, CAl.FOANIA 
TOM UDALL. NEW MEXICO 
loDI>M SOIIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
8£rTY McCOLLUM. MIIINESOTA 
STEv£ ISRAEl, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C:.A. ' 0\ITCH" RUFPERS8ERGER, MARYLANil 
BEN CHANDLER, KENllJCKY 
DEB81f WASSERMAN SCHULlZ, FLORIDA 
CII'O RODAIGUE2. TEXAS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!lonst of 'Rtprtstntatiuts 
~mmitttf on S!pproprtations 
Washington, 39<t: 20515-6015 

March 19, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
RAli'H REGUlA OHIO 
IWIOI.D ROGERS. KENJUCI(Y 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JAMES T. WALSH, NEW VORil 
DAVID L HOBSON. OHIO 
JOE llNOLLEN-0. MICHIGAN 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
ROONliY P. FRELINGHUVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TlAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAJM, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBEPIT B. AOERHOL T, AU-llAMA 
JOANN EMERSON. MI$SOURI 
KAY DRANGEII. 1EXAS 
JOHN E. PETERSON. PENNSYlVA­
VIRGIL H. GOOD£, JA. VIRGIN~ 
RAY LtoHOOD, LLINotS 
DAVE WEUlON. fLDfllllA 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON,IOAHO 
XIHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK.ILL"OIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. AliHIWIG, MONT NlA 
JOHN ft. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFOfiNIA 
XIIIONNER. Al.ABAMA 

CLBIK AND STAFf DIRECTOII 
ROBNAIIORS 

TEJ.EPHON£: 
~02)225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn letter is to authorize the Honorable Michael Honda, also a 
member of the committee, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~01 
Chairman 



otnngreBs nf tip~ lltniteil §fates 
ma.ulfin!lltln, ll« ~0515 

President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

March 16, 2009 

We write to voice our support for the VH~71 presidential helicopter replacement program. 

The Marine One presidential helicopter is more than just a symbol of the office or a simple means of 
transport; it is integral to the safety and security of our president and thus our nation. That is why 
we urge you to resist any attempt to politicize the VH-71 presidential helicopter program by 
singling it out among the large number of major programs that have exceeded their original 
budgets. This program is too important to be derailed by politics. 

We share your strong commitment to increasing accountability in the use of tax dollars and applaud 
your promise to reform the broken defense acquisition system. In recent years, too little attention 
has been paid to ensuring the wise management of major defense priorities. ·Inc many cases, 
excessive requirementS are packed into programs at enormous expense and with little ultimate 
value to the warfighter. 

However, we are alarmed by the political controversy surrounding the VH~71.program and.fear it 
could lead to a decision that- jeopardizes the security of our Commander in Chief and wastes 
valuable taxpayer money. There is little doubt that the need to replace the aging legacy fleet of 
presidential helicopters is real, urgent, and thoroughly documented. The current fleet has been in 
service more than 35 years and it is time for an upgrade to best protect the President and his family. 
This country cannot afford its President to be vulnerable or cut off from communications in a time 
of emergency. 

VH-71 was initiated by the White House in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks and 
was awarded to the current industry·team in 2005 after one of the most rigorous and scrutinized 
competitions in history, which was not protested by the losing contractor. Congress has repeatedly 
noted that excessive requirements coupled with unrealistic price and schedule estimates have 
driven current cost projections for the program's second phase beyond what is reasonable . 

. Nevertheless, we believe canceling the program entirely would be irresponsible and self-defeating. 

To date, $3 billion· has been invested in the VH~ 71 program and yielded notable results. Eight of the 
nine aircraft comprising the first phase of the program, Increment 1. have achieved flight and are 
meeting or exceeding all performance parameters. The fiscal year 2009 House Defense 
Appropriations bill noted that Increment 1 is a "marked improvement" that "exceeds the 
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performance of the current fleet in virtually every respect:" Based on the outstanding performance 
. of this aircraft, we urge you to consider expanding the Increment 1 fleet to· make it the long-term 
solution if the more advanced Increment 2 aircraft cannot be procured in a cost-effective manner. 

Furthermore, we beHeve the Navy could purchase a full fleet of 23 Increment 1 helicopters within 
the original budget profile. Doing so would send an important message that security and fiscal 
responsibility are compatible when it comes to our national defense. Without question, slmpJy 
canceling VH-71 at this advanced stage would be the least responsible alternative both· for the 
safety of your office and the investment of the American taxpayer. 

Marine One is an important national security asset serving the Office of the President and is directly 
linked to the security of our. nation. The VH-71 Marine One program was initiated by a previous 
administration, wiil enter service during your administration, and will serve future presidents for 
decades to come. You will have our complete support- and the support of the American people - as 
you move fotward with this critical program. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Bill Shuster 

~~6 
Rep.MichaeiArpwri 

~~ Rep. D Lamborn 



Cc: 

The Honorable John J. Young 
UnderSecretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 

The Honorable B) Penn 
Acting Secretary of the Navy 

The Honorable Rahm Emanuel 
White House· Chief of Staff 

Gregory B. Craig 
White House Couns~l 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN,~ 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. liCKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLlOHAN. wt:ST VIRGINIA 
MARCY ICAI"r\JR. OHIO 
PETER J. VISO..DSKY, INDIANA 
NITA U. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSt E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L OoLAUfiO, CONNECT1CUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

~ngrrss of tht tinittd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
OAVIO E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON. JR, ILliNOIS 
CAROL VN C. KU..PA TRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN 80VO, nORIDA 
CHAKA FATlAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOIIO D. BISHOI'. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
IIAftiiAM LEE, CALIFORNIA 
AOAU SOIIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
lETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYI\1<, OHIO 
C.A. •ouTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DU81E WASSERMAN SCHULlZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T SAL.AlAR. COLORI\00 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

il\ous~ of RQJrmrntatioes 
ftommittt:t on gppropriations 
illlashington, B(t 205l5-60l5 

March 19, 2009 

JERIIY lEWIS, CAUfOIINA 
C. W. BILl YOUfjG, FLORIDA 
HAIIOLD AOOERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANilR.WOL.F. VIRGINiol>. 
JACK KINGSTON. GEOIIGI'o 
RODNEY P, FRELINGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOl) TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LA THAI.&. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOl. T, Al.AIIAMA 
JOANN EMERSON.Io11550URI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUlBERSON, TEXAS 
MAliK STEVEN KIRK.IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, nDIIIDA 
DENNIS R. REH8ERG. MONTANA 
JOHN H. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANOER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
..10 BONN! II. N.A8I>JAA 
Slt\IEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAfF DIRKTOR 
.VCRLY PHETO 

TEUPHONE.: 

C20ZI221>-W1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer 
Miller, and Mr. Jeff Shockey, professional staff members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and Frankfurt, 
Germany and Vienna, Austna during the approximate time period of April4-10, 2009. 
The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to the CIA, NSA and counter­
terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be· appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

IJ:R0:! 
Chairman 
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(U}ngrrss of thr ttnitcd ~tatrs 
JOHN W. Ot.VER, MASSAC>iUSETTS 
ED PASTOO, ARIZONA 
DAVID ( . PftiCE, NORni CAROLINA 
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PATRICK J . KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICI! D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
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MARION BERRY, ARIIANSAS 
IAAaARA LEE, CAlifORNIA 
TOM UDALL. NEW MIJIICO 
ADAM SO<IFF, CAlFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CAI.IFORNI4 
lETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA 
STeVE ISRAEl. NEW YOfll( 
TIMIIYAH, O...O 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPI'ERSIIEIIGER, MARY1.AIIO 
BEN CHANDLER, KEN'NCKY 
DEBIIE WASSERM4N SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
ClflO ROOOIGUEZ. TEXAS 

Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iltonst of 'Rrprr.smmllots 
~mmittt£ on 2lpproprtatlans 
'tll)ashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

March 19. 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BIU YDUNG, FLORIDA 
RAL1'1t AEGUlA. OHIO 
HAROlD ROGERS, KEifTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIIIGNA 
J4MES T. WALSH. NEW YORK 
DA\110 L IIOBSON, 01110 
JOE KNOLLENBERG. MICHIGAN 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
IIODNEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN. NEW JERSI:Y 
TODOTIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAW'. lE-SSEE 
TOM LATKAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHDL T, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
JOHN E. PETERSON. PENNSYLVANIA 
VIRGIL H. GOODE. Jll., WIGIHIA 
RAY l.AHOOO, ILLINOIS 
DAilE WELDOIII. FlORIDA 
MICHAEL K. SIMI'SON.IOAHO 
JOHN ABIIEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KRC, O.UNDIS 
ANDI:II CRENSHAW, A.ORIDA 
DENNIS R REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEJIANDEA, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 IOIIINER. ALABAMA 

CLERK N«J STAFF DIRECTOR 
AOBNASOAS 

TELEPHONE: 
120212211-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Sam Farr, member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to join a CODEL led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chainnan of the Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, to Trinidad and St. Vincent on Apri117-21, 2009. The 
purpose {1fthe trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the Americas and meet with government and non­
government officials regarding poJitical and economic developments, and general bilateral relations 
with each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field Wider authority of 31 
u.s.c. 1108(g). 

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of 
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely. 

~Rr;:;, 
Chairman 



.. 

frongrt~~ of tbt ltnittb ~tattfi 
AJotljt of l\tprttitntatibt' 
~ington, 11€ 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 18, 2009 

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United 
States Anny Garrison, West Point. 

The A-76 program was shut down· by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the 
president signed into law earlier this month because of longstanding concerns. Two Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued· last year detail how poor guidance ftom the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated 
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil 
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years, A-76 proponents are still·unable to "reliably assess 
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer., 

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense 
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization 
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point 
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006,30 months ago. However, 
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement-- but when preliminary planning 
begins. when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their 
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We 
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually 
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants. 

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense 
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive 
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to 
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works 
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for · · 
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be ·"less disruptive" than the A-76 
privatization review, but yet "yield efficiency·and real savings," and thus be "a win-win for West 
Point and the West Pointcommunity." Nevertheless, this· petition was rejected. Even OMB during 
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the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be considered the 
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive 
sourcing, calling it "commercial management," and emphasized bus~ess process reengineering 
instead of contracting out. 

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, which means 
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a 
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in Congress 
have already recognized the failure ofOMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews by eliminating 
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76 
privatization review. 

~~ 
MAURICE~~~y a-

ember of Congress 

Sincerely, 



CHARLES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGRESSIONAl DISTRICT 

NEWYOAK 

. . ·· 

CO .. MITTEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

(ongrt£i1) of tbt Wnittb ~tattl) 
f!}o~e of l\tpr~entatibt~ 

March 3, 2009 

Mr. Christian Marrone 
Acting Assistant Secretary I Legislative Affairs 
Department of Defense 
1300 De,fense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

To carry out my Congressional duties in the area of national defense, I am 
seeking your assistance in receiving information regarding the stationing of 
U.S. troops at U.S. military installations overseas. 

In view of plans for changes in troop deployments in Iraq and Afghanistan 
announced by President Obama, this information would be helpful to me in 
understanding the President's plans in the larger worldwide context. 

Therefore, I would appreciate a comprehensive report from DoD listing all 
military bases abroad where U.S. troops are stationed, the number of troops 
at each installation, and the cost of maintaining each of these bases. 

In view of the urgency of this request, I would appreciate a personal 
response as soon as possible. If the information cannot be made public, I 
would be willing to schedule a personal classified briefing in an appropriate 
venue on Capitol Hill. 

Thank you for your considerati 

CBR/em 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

D 2354 RAYBURN HOUSE OfFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 &-3216 

TELEPtlONE: (202) 225-4365 

DISTRICT OfFICE 

FAX: (202f 225-0015 PLEASE RESPOND To OFFICE CHECICED 

0 163 WEST 125TH STREET 

NEW YORK, NY 10027 

TEUEPHONE: {212) 663-3900 
fAX: (212) 663-4277 
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JEFF MILLER WASHINGTON OffiCE: 

1ST 01ST111CT, FLORIDA 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM, 

UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS AND CAPA81UT1ES 
IIANKINCI--

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTElliGENCE 
SuBCOMMIYTEi ON 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 
IIANKING .. MJIII 

f!ongre~~ of tbe Wnittb Si>tatts 
.,oUS't of l\eprrstntatibd 

UamJington, llC: 20515 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

The Honorable William Lynn 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

March 17, 2009 

2439 RA'1'9URN HOUSE OFFICE BUILOIIIIG 
WASHINGTON. DC 20!>15 

1202122&-4136 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 
4300 SAVOU BoULEVNID 

5UITE13 
PENS,.COlA, R. 32503 

18!!01479-1183 

348 s.w. MIRACLE SllliP PARJC.WAV 
Sum;24 

FoRT WALTON BEACH. R. 32548 
ISSOI fl64.-12641 

htlp:ltjolff1ni-.--­
Toll Frer. 1-8116-38'1-1114 

I am writing to you regarding the need for an overpass on State Road (SR) 85 at 
Eglin Air Force Base, near the 7th Special Forces Group (SFG) cantonment area. SR 85 
is the only highway connecting southern Okaloosa County with northern Okaloosa 
County. Today's daily commute traffic is already at the top end of capacity. The Air 
Force decision for beddown of the BRAC-mandated move of the 7th SFG results in 
unacceptable degradation of traffic flow. 

I have been advised that the Army, Air Force, SOCOM, and the 7th Special Forces 
Group all have identified the need for this overpass. In addition, I am told that no Service 
has proglammed for this overpass in the Future Year's Defense Plan (FYDP). This is 
especially disappointing given that it will take emergency programming action if we are 
to have any hope of completing this BRAC related requirement by the fall of 2011. 

I've written the relevant officials in the Anny, Air Force and SOCOM and I 
hope that you are able to direct these officials to coordinate so that emergency 
programming action for the SR 85 overpass is generated as soon as possible. As Qf now, 
the Services cannot agree on a plan, and your involvement in this issue is necessary and 
would be much appreciated. 

With warm personal regards, I am, 

PIIIN1l:D ON RECVa.ED PAPER 



15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
New YORK 

COMMITTEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

C!Congress of tbt Wnittb ~tatts 
J}ouse of l\epresentattbe5 

March 13,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~ ~ l¥ritimz to 9ffer my highest possible recommendation of L..<b_><S.....,> eo--=--___. 
~~>~~.==; :~===Jfor a political appointment in your D artment. She has a 
wealth ·of experience in the Department of Defense. (b)(S) is most 
interested in, and ~ a backgroWid that qualifies· her highly for positions irt the 
areas of personnel · olic , small' business utilization; diversity management and 
equal opportunity. (b><6> combined Federal government and Political 
Appointee career spans more than 20 years in the Department of Defense (DoD), 
serving in Office ofthe Secretary ·ofDeferise'arid the-DePartment ·of the Air Force 
(resume enclosed). 

I have known (b)(S) since 1998 when she joined my Washington 
Congressional office as a Brookings Institution Legislative Fellow through a 
highly c~mpetitive program while employed in DoD, Office of th~ Und~r 
S~cretary. of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). At that time she served as Equal 
Employment Manager, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(Equal Opportunity). Upon leaving my office she returned to the Department as a 
political appointee, serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for 
Civilian and Military Equal Opportunity. 

As you can see, (b)(S) has -had· a long and distinguished career. Her 
professional credentials and · exp.erierice -in the · Department· of ·Defense, 
specifically, Office of the Under . Secretary. of Defense for. Pers<>nnel and 

. Readiness;·S?d Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, supports and ensirres that 
she could hit the groWid running, immediat~ly ·assuming' important and critical 
duties within the Department. -

-~ 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHEF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DIST~ICT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: D15nucr OmcE 
0 2354 RAYBUAN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515---3215 
TELEPHONE: (2021 225---4365 
fAx: (202) 22!Hl816 PLEASE RESPOND TO OFFICE CHECKED 

0 163 WE$T 125lli SOAEET 

New YORK, NY 10027 
TELEPtK>NE: (212) 663-3900 

FAX: (2121 663-4277 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
March 13,2009 
Page2 

I cannot speak highly enough of (b)(S) She has been at times advisor and 
CQordinator of The Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program, now 
institutionalized in the State Department. As a result of her work currently 30 
Fellows are now assigned as Foreign Service Officers to U.S. Embassies around 
the world, and will soon be· joined by another 30 Fellows who are completing 
their graduate school studies, and in the pipeline for service in the diplomatic 
corps. 

It is (b)(S) record that makes me so confident of the great job she has 
done for your Department and would do again, upon returning to the Department 
of Defense. rve personally seen her in action. Nothing would make me more 
proud than to see her serve again as a contributing member of your DoD team. 

Enclosure: 
Resume 

cc: onGips 
Assistant to the President 
& Director of Presidential Personnel 
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JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L DelAURO, CONNeCTICLIT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

(tongrrss of the tlnittd ~tatcs 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN, NEW ~ERSEY 
TOOD TIAHRT,II:ANSAS 
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ROB!'RT B. AOERHot. T. ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR • .ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE. NOIITH CAROLINA 
Ct£1' EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHOOE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW VOOK 
LUCILLE RDVBAL·ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAAOL VN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEWN R. ROTHMAN, NeW JERSEY 
SANFORD P. BISHOI', JR.. GI:ORGIA 
MARK>N BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BAR8ARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CAUFORMA 
BETTY ~OLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YOOK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "OVTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
B£N CHANDi.ER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. fLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLOAADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear. Mr. Secretary: 

'!\oust of RQJrc.stntatiocs 
ltommitttt on gppropriations 
il1llashington, f)(t 20515-60J5 

March 20, 2009 

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRIC, ILUIIIOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

ClERK AND STAfF DIRfCTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
120212~m• 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b ), Public Law 601, 79th Congress (codified at 
2 U.S.C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an 
inquiry of the Department of Defense to determine if the Antideficiency Act was violated when it 
requested funds within the Army. 

Please designate an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtaining the data pertinent to this 
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If 
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881. 

-

cc- Comptroller of the Department ofDefense 
cc - SecretaJy of the Army 

Sincerely yoUrs, _. , 

Dew~;! fot: {~~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Director 
Surveys and Investigations Staff 
House Committee on Appropriations 



IK£ SKEI.TON. MISSOURI, OWAMAN 
.JOHN SI'AATT, SOUTlt CAROLINA 
SOLOMON P. ORnZ. TEXAS . 
GENE TA\'I.OR, MISSISSII'I'I 
NEll. AIIEACIIOIABE, HAWAI 
MARTY MEEKAN, MASSACHUSETTS 
SII.VESTJlE REVIS, TEXAS 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
AOAM SMITH, WASHINGTON 
LOAETT A SANCHEZ. CAUFORNIA 
MII(E MciNTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA 
ELI.EN 0 . TAUSCHER, CAUFORNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNS\'\. VANIA 
ROBERT ANORE\NS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFOIINIA 
RICK lARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVIOES 

ll.6. ~ou~e of l\epr~mtatibe~ 
111asbingto~tt D€: 20515-6035 

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHAU.., GEORGIA 
MADI!LEINE 2 . BORDALLO, GUAM 
MARK E. UDAU.. COLORADO 
DAN BOllEN, OKLAHOMA 
BRAD ElLSWORTH, INDIANA 
NANCY 80YOA. KANSAS 
I'ATIIICKJ. MURPHY, PENNS\'I.VAHIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GlORGIA 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER, N£W HAMPSHIRE 
J~ COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
OAVIO LDEBSACK. IOWA 
KIR$T£N E. GIUJBRAHO, NEW YORK 
JO£ SESTAI(, PENNS\'\. VANIA 
OABRIELLE GIFFOIIDS, ARIZONA 
fUJAH E. CUMt.IINGS. MARVI.ANO 
KENDRIC~ B. IAEEI(, FLORIDA 
KATHY CASTOII, FLORIOA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington; DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS 

March 25. 2009 

DUNCAN t«JNTER. CAUFORNA 
Jlil SAXTON. HEN ~&EY 
JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW 'YORK 
T!AIIYI\If~. AlNlAMA 
ROSGO£ G. BAI!TI£TT, MARYlAND 
HDWAII:l P. "BUCK" Mc:IIEDN, CAIJFORNA 
MACTHORN8ERAY, TEXAS 
WALTER II. JONES. NORTH CAIIOLINA 
ROBIN HAYES, NlJII'nl CARDLI'IA 
KEN CALVERT, CALFORNIA 
JOANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY FORBES, VIAGINIA 
JEFF MUfR. FLORIDA 
JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROUNA 
FRANK A.l.oiiiONDO, NEW JERSEY 
TOM COI.E. OKlAHOMA 
ROB BISHOP. UTAH 
MICHAEL TUINER, OHIO 
JOHN KLIIE, MINNESOTA 
CANDICE S. t.llli.ER, MICHIGAN 
PHIL GINGREY, GfOIIGIA 
MIKE AOGEIIS.I>J..AIAMA 
lRI<NT fRANI(S, AIUZDNA 
THELMA DIW<E. VliiGIMA. , 
CAlHY-AODGfliS. WASHINGTON 
K. MOiAB. COHAWAY, lEXAS 
GEOFF Dloi/IS. KENTUCKY 

ERIN C. OONATON, STAFF OIAECTOII 

You are invited to designate a witness or witnesses to testify before tije House Armed 
Services Committee on Measuring Value and Efficiency: How to Assess the Performance of the 
Defense Acquisition System on Wednesday, Aprill, 2009 at 7:30. AM in rodln 2212 Rayburn 
House Office Building. 

' I 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be deliv¢ref;l to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the merP.bers. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room ~ 120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, March 30, 2009. In addition, consistent with 
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically ~ailable to the 
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provi~ed to the committee 
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail tt> Alicia Haley at 
alicia.haley@mail.house. gov. 

I appreciate your willingness to designate a witness or witnesses toranpear before the 
committee and look forward to your department's testimony. Should you have any questions, 
please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff at (202) 225-6703 or a~ 
Andrew .Hunter@mail.house.gov. ! 

I I 

IS:cd 

I 
Very truly yours, 1 

ROBERT ANDREWS 
Chairman 

I·. 

~ ...... 
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MIKC "'c::NTYIOI: . NOIITH CMOUNA 
ELLE"' 0 . TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA 
ROBERT A. BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA 
ROBERT ,r,NOREWS. NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A. DI<VIS. CALIFORNIA 
JAMES R. LANGEVIN, RHODE ISLAND 
FOCK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMI'ITEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
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JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL, GEORGlA 
MAOI'LEINE Z- BOIIOALLO. GUAM 
8AAO EU.SWORTH, lHOIANA. 
PATRICK J . MURPHY. PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GeORGIA 
CAROl. SHEA-PORTER. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DI<VID LOEBSACK. IOWA 
JOE SESTAK. PENNSYLVANIA 
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS. ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSA.DtUSEn$ 
GLENN NYE. VIRGINIA 
CHELl!£ PINGREE. MAINE 
LARRY KISSEll, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW I,4EJOCQ 
FRANK M. KRATOVIL. JA., MARYLAND 
ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK 
BOB8V BRIGHT, ALABAMA 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

March 26, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. foEYt/ YORK 
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT. IIIARYLAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK" M<KEON, CALIFORNIA 
MAC THO!INBERRV. TEXAS 
WALTER a JONES. NORTH CAROLINA 
W. TODDAAW, 1,41SSQUU 
J. RANDY FORBES. VIIIGIIIIA 
JEFF MIU.ER. R.ORIDA 
JOE WLSON, SOVIH CAROLINA 
FRAN< A.l.oBIONDO. NEW JERSfY 
R08~P,VTAH 
MIOIAEL TURNER, OHIO 
JOHN KLINE, MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS, ALA8AM,r, 
TR£NT FMNKS,ARIZO""' 
BLL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANA 
CATH'I'M<MOMIS ROOGEAS, WASHNGTON 
K. IIIOIAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
DOUG LAIABORN. COLOAADO 
ROB wrm.v.N, VlftGI'jiA 
MARY FALUN. OKJ..t,HOM,r, 
DUNCAN HUNTER, CAUFClii .. A 
JOHN C. FLEMING, LOUISIANA 
MIKE CDI'fMIIN. COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLORIDA 

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvemment that it 
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and 
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource 
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be used as a tool to 
detennine the most competitive and efficient source for performing "commercial" work - either 
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing 
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently 
govemmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals. 

The House Anned Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue 
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department 
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services' A-76 program~. :In its interim 
report (April22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that: 

• The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing 
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the 
war. 

• TheAir Force feels "pressure in the budget to conduct" privatization studies. 
These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008. 

Furthennore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act inoludes a one year 
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. 

Many ofthe Department's A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits 
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by s1atute. This creates 
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the 
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has 
requested a cancellation - either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or 
because the original study was not appropriate ""' only to be denied by the Department. 



Secretary Gates 
March 26, 2009 
Page2 

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Installations and Environment) 
in a Jetter to many members of Congress, reaffmned the competitive sourcing policy that was set 
in place by the 2001 President's Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so 
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration. 

In light of the President's memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the 
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the 
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing 
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive 
review of the Department's A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward 
with a sound competitive sourcing policy. 

We request a prompt response to this letter. 

Sincerely, 

Chairman 
House Armed Services Committee 

IS: cg 

~~M~ 
SOWMON P. ORTIZ 
Chairman 
Readiness Subcommittee 

I • 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Senior Policy Advisor to the 
Republican Leader, to travel with Senate Codel Kyl to Israel, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
Turkey during the approximate period of April4-13, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to 
address issues of terrorism, defense, and national security. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Navy escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of 
funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~~ 
NANCY PELOSl 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
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SAM FARR, CAJ.IFORNI" 
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ALLEN BOYO. FLORIDA 
CH~ FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

il\oust of 1{tprummtiuts 
~mmittt£ on 2lppropriations 
iflJashington, B(! 20515-6015 

March 19, 2009 

J~ARY LEWIS, CAUfOfiNIA 
C. W. BilL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FAEUNGHUYSEN, NI:W JERSeY 
TOOO TIAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAA!P. tENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. Oil/A 
ROBERT B. AD£RHOL T, A1.ASAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CUUIERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONT ANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. lEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXAMlER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALII'ERT, CALifORNIIo 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEII'EN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OI<LAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETD 

TEUPHONE; 
121121 22&-2n! 

. Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer 
Miller,.Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the 
Cormmttee on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and 
Frn.ni'..furt, Germany and Vienn~ Austria during the approximate time period of AprJ 4-
10, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to classified programs and 
counter-terrorism operations and activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall 
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under 
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial transportation. 

Sincerely, 

~!!;?-
Chainnan 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 24, 2009 

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay Kin& Director of the Office of 
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Berman to 
India, Pakistan, Cyprus, and Italy during the approximate period of Aprill3-21. 2009. 
The pwpose of the trip is to engage dialogue with Pakistani and Indian officials regarding 
counter-terrorism, foreign assistance, and nuclear cooperation. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt. attention to this matter . 
. 

Sincaely, ~ 

!(hSI • 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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SANFORD D. BISHO~. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFf', CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HOMlA. CALIFOANIA 
BETTY MCCOI.LU!Io\ MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YO!!K 
TIM flY AN. OHIO 
C. A. 'DUTCH' RUPPERS8ERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LiNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T SALAZAA. COlORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

J\OU.S£ Of 'Rtpcr.srntatiDf.S 
~mmitt££ on £Ippropriation.s 
ill1!lashington, i'Q: 20515-6o15 

March 24, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAlifORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG. FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK II. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHUYliEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBeRT B. ADERHOI. T, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EIAERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGfR, TElCAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIK, LUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, R.ORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CAI!TER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDEII. LOUISIANA 
!(I;N CALVERT. CALifORNIA 
JO IKJNIIEII. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERt Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(2021 225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to Christopher White and Linda Pagelsen, staff members 
of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 31 -
April 1, 2009, to Willow Grove, Perutsy~vania. The purpose of this trip is to conduct intelligence 
oversight on classified programs. · 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost 
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be 
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 11 08(g)) for 
examination of estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have persollllel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
automobile. 

Sincerely, 

~0 
David R. Obey~ 
Chairman 
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Qtongrtl- of tbt 'llnittb &tates 
lf#oUJe of l\epre~entatibtJ 
a.JJington. Ja(: 20515 

Tho Honorable Robert C. Oates 
Sect'Ctary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

The Honorable Brie K. Shinscki 
Secretary ofV eterans Affairs 
810VermontAvcNW 
Washington, DC 20420 

bear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinscki: 

The establishment of a Vision Center ofBxcellence. (VCE) for the prevention, diagnosis, 
mitigation, treatment. and rehabilitation ofmiliwy eye injuries was authorized by the 
FY2008 National Defense Autbo1izationAct(NDAA) (PLl00-181 Section 1623). This 
legislation established the VCE as a joint Department of Defense (DoD) and Department 
of Veterans Affairs rJ A) program to improve the care of American military personnel 
and veterans affected by combat eye tramna and to aid those suffering from vision loss 
and vision anomalies. 

~ 

Despite the legislative mandate, ~ureaucratie problems haVe hindered any significant 
progress toward the establishment of the VCE. A Director for the VCE. Colonel Donald 
Gagliano, and a VA Deputy Director ofVCE. OJ.·. Claude Cowan. were belatedly 
appointed as recently as November 2008. Cun'Clltly, these two officials arc working with 
virtually no office space, few resources, limited staffing, no organizational charter. and 
inadequate funding. 

According to the initial DoDN A estimates, approximately $5 million is .needed to 
establish the VCE. According to March 17, 2009 testimony to the HOuse Veterans 
Affairs Subcommittee ~ Oversight and Investigations. only $3 million had beon 
identified by DoD for the VCE in FY2009. To date. only $7,000 has been spent on the 
VCE by DoD since November 2008. 

There is an ever increasing prevalence of combat eye trauma and 'TBI visual dysfunction 
among service q1embers, as woll as increasing numbers of battle wounded who have 
penetrating direct eye tl-aUma and/or TBI-relatcd visual complications. Review of DoD 
medical diagnostic reports demonstrates that approximately 4,970 Operation Iraqi . 
Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom servicemembers were diagnosed with direct 
eye injuries between September 2001 and October 2008. Data from the Defonsc 
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Veterans Brain Injury Center estimates that 70% of all TBI wounded scrvicemembcrs 
screened at Walter Reed Army Medical Center reported visual complain~. 

. . 
The prompt implcment'ation of the VCE would allow our visually impaired wounded 
warriors to receive coordinated specialized treatment and rehabilitation specifically · 
tailored to traumatic injury to the eye and visual n&rvoqs sy~. We therefore 
respectfully request that both DoD and VA address thi! as a priority issue as soon as 
possible. 

This requires a conccnn'S.ted effort by the DoD and VA to get the VCE on track. Most 
immediately, the DoD and VA must provide the $5 million in :funding for the remainder 
ofPY2009. Purthennore, the DoD and VA must oversee approval of the organizational 
structw.-e and charter for the VCE •nd provide the appropriate sta.ffin& joint office space, 
and resources to begin full implementation ofVCE operations. 

. . 
The establishment of the VCE is an unparalleled opportunity to dramatically improy.e eye 
care· services for ow· nation •s s:ervicemcmbers and veterans. Thank you for your attention 
to this important matter. We look fOtward to working with. you in the tbture in support of 
our wounded servicemembers and veterans. · 

Sincerely, . 

. ' 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY I<APTUR, OHIO 
PETER J VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NHA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SE .... ANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETIS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, >I' )(AS 

PATAICKJ. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-AUARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON. JR., ILliNOIS 
CAROL VIII C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
SAFtSA.AA LEE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF. CAliFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BEnY MCCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. •oUTCH~ RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

Q:ongrrss of thr tinitro ~tatts 
i!UUS£ Of 'ReprtsmtatiUfS 

Q:ommitt££ on 2lppropriations 
il!lDashington, f)~ 205J5-6015 

March 25, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. Bl.L YOUNG. FLOAIIIA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FIIIINK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELI"'GHUVSEN. "'EW JERSEY 
TODD T1AHRT, KANSAS 
ZACHWAUP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIIIK. ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JC BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

O.ERK AND STAFF DIRECTOFl 
BEVERL 'f PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202) 22s-2n1 

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Steve Israel, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April 6, 

--- 2009 to Fort Bragg, North Carolina. The- purpose of this trip is to meet with Fort Bragg 
leadership to discuss wounded warrior care, suicide prevention. and mental health care. 

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109.00 per day, or the rate specified for High 
Cost Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized 
costs, shall be paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
11 08(g)) for examination of appropriations estimates in the field. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted 
via commercial and/or military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~gu,-
Chairman 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CKAa.1AN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NOM.IAN 0. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
Al.AN B. MCJU..OHAN, WEST Vlft(ljNIA 
MARCY IVoPlVR. OHIO 
PETER J . VISQ.05KY, INOI.'>NA 
NITA M. LOWEV, NEWYOAK 
~E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L OELAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

«rongrrss of thr tinitnl £'tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
Ct<ET EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATJUCI( J . KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY. NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL·ALLARO. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JAC~ON. JR .• ILLINOIS 
CAROL VIII C. Kll.PATRICI<. MICHIGAN 
ALL !N BOYD, fLORIDA 
CHAKA FAnAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. IIISHDI', JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEl 110/fOA.. CALIFORNIA 
SETTY McCOlLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISAAEL, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
CA. 'DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER. MARYLAND 
II!N CHANDlER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUl T2. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLDAADO 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\ODS£ Of 'Rtpnsrntatior.s 
['{Jmmitttt on 2lpproprtations 
Washington, B~ 20515-6015 

March 25, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFORNIA 
C. W . 8II.L YOUNG, F~ 
HARDUD ROGERS. ICENnJD(V 
FRANK ft. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGS'TON, GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FRELIN<lHUV51!N, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TWIAT, KANSAS 
ZAOl WNJIP, TENNESSEE 
TOMLATW.M.IOWA 
ROBERT B.ADEFIHOLT. ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
IVoY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAELK. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN lOR I(. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBE'IIG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANilER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, AlABAMA 
STEV£N C. 1J. TOURETTE, ottiO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DllltCTOR 
EIEVERLV PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
!20212-m• 

Reference is made to my letter dated March 11, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Ed Pastor and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Brazil 
OQ April 3-1 0, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for 
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Chairman 
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, ClwRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY l(.oi.Pn.JR. OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSKY, IND41\NA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOSe E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L. DE LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

Q:ongrcr;s of the tlnitnl ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
QI.VIO E. PRICE. NORTH CAROUNA 
CHEl EDWARDS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCilLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE l. JACKSON, JR., ILLIND4S 
CAROLYN C. KilPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALlEN BOYD, FlORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARI(.oi.NSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SOftFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOllUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEl, NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
CA "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDlER, KENTUCKY 
DEB BE WASSERMAIII SCHUlTZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNI:SSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

i\ons£ of 1Rrprrsrnmtiom 
ctommitttf on 5!pproprtattons 
tDashin_gton, B4t 20515-6015 

March 26, 2009 

JERRY LE'MS. CAUFORIIIIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FlORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK A. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUVSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WIN.P, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. AOERHOL T, ALABAMA 

. JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. IUINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT. CAUFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAIAA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERIC AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TElEPHONE: 
(202! 225-27n 

I make reference to my letter dated March 5, 2009, authorizing a delegation led by 
the Honorable Nita Lowey, to travel to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland during the 
approximate time period of April13-19m, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honorable Steven 
Rothman, a Member of the Committee, as well as Nisha Desai-Biswal, Anne Marie 
Chotvacs, Kirstin Brost, and Alex Gillen, staff on the Committee, to travel with the 
delegation. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in 
making necessary arrangements for this travel. The travel may be conducted via 
commercial and military aircraft. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

~=Y·~ 
David R. Obey 
Chairman 
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VIA FACSIMILE- 703-695-1219 
The H~norable Robert Gates 
Secrewy 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
VVash~n,EH8 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

March 31, 2009 

Authorization is b~ granted to the Honorable Mazic K. Hirono to travel on a Congressional Delegation 
(CODEL) issued by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, led by Congressman Russ Carnahan to Egypt, 
Ethiopia, CypnlS and Lebanon on April 2-11, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to participate in 1he Inter­
Parliamentary Union's (lPU) i201h session in Addis Ababa, Eahiopia. The IPU's work focusing on human 
rights including ILO labor rights for organizing and collective bargaining and women • s issues · including 
non-discrimination in employment and equal work. And the IPU mobilizes parliamentary action on a wide 
range of global issues, including HIV/ AIDS. migration, and development cooperation. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U .S.C; 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up 
to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. 

If you have amy questions regarding this matter, please contact David Beraka, Foreign Affairs Committee, at 202-
226-3328. Thank. you for your assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 

02 
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ctongrtss of tfJt Utntttb ~tatts 
Rlu1.Jmgton, ml 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-4000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We strongly support moving forward with a pending rule addressing TRICARE reimbursement 
rates to hospitals serving military servicemen and women in · rural areas, and we en cowage the 
Department of Defense to once again take up consideration of this matter as soon as possible. 

We have a strong interest in nlaintaining access to the highest quality health care for active military 
personnel, veterans, and their dependants. This is especially impo!Wlt for those who ~equire access 
to cate in rural areas. While TRICARE payment policies generally follow Medicare payment 
formulas, TRICARE reimbursements to Medicare Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) have be(m 

historically lower than those of Medicare and Medicaid. in some cases nearly 20 percent lower. 
Critical Access Hospitals serve rural areas across the country, and this payment disparity is hindering 
their ability to continue providing care to their patients. 

A 2008 dl'aft rule promulgated by the Department of Defense would increase TRICARE 
reimbursements to CAHs so that they are on par with current Medicare reimbursement rates. This · 
change would bring relief to all Critical Access Hospitals, and particrolarly those that serve a large 
numbet of military personnel, veterans and their dependents. Maintaining access to care in mtal 
areas is of critical importance at a time when our servicemembers are returning hotne &om Iraq 2nd 
Afghanistan. We also note, however, that th,e rule omits several critical aspects of Medicare's 
reimbursement policy fot CAHs. We urge the Department of Defense to adopt Medicare's exact 
methodology for determining CAH reimbursement for inpatient and outpatient care, including an 
exemption &om the ''lesser of costs or charges" principle and mechanisms to provide interim 
payments and cost settletnent. 

The Critical Access Hospitals ·Proposed Rule on Reimb"\Jrsement was published .in the Federal 
Register (Volume 73, Number 87) on May 5, 2008, and the public comment period closed on June 4, 
2008. It is our understanding that the Depart:nieilt of Defense finalized the rule and sent it to Office 
of Management and Budget in October, but that no further action has been taken. In a 
memorandum issued by White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel on January 20, 2009, the heads 
of &ecutive departments and agencies were instructed that 

"no proposed or final regulation should be sent to the Office of the Fe'd~lal Register (the 
"OFR') for publication unless and until it has been reviewed and approved by a department 
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or agency head appointed or designated by the President after noon on January 20,2009, or 
in the case of the Department of Defense, the Secretary of Defense." 

We recognize that the new Administration has an interest in reviewing those proposed regulations 
currently under consideration. However, we believe publishing the final Critical Access Hospitals 
Rule on Reimbursement, with the critical modifications described above, is important to ensuring 
the health of rural Americans. We ask the Department of Defense to act expeditiously to move this 
rule forward. 

We appreciate yow: consideration of this request. 

Mike Simpson 
Member of Congress 

.~~ 
Rich Boucher 
Member of Congress 

i1/~~.,---
Marion Berry ~ 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

Rick Larsen 
Member ofCongress 

Don Young 
Member of Congress 

i~.!j~ 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 



Cathy McMorris Rodg~ 
Member of Congress 

71J:(h, kL~ 
NortnDicks 
Member of Congress 

Jerry Moran 
Member of Congress 

~fk. ~ 
Member of Congress 

Leonard Boswell 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable S. Ward Casscells, M.D., Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs 
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J)oul.e of lUpr.es.entatib.eJ 

Rla.ibington, •~ 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 23, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The 
ABL is America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous 
potential for our nation's warfighters, but also for maintaining America's technological 
edge. It is critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, 
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost­
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States' 
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light 
with a range of hundreds of kilometers. " 

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the 
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United 
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, " .. .from a waifighter's perspective, the ABL will be 
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense 
capability for the Korean Peninsula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs. 

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of 
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic 
missiles has only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Western allies, there 
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world That number is continuing to grow every 
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as 
the nation's only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to 
increase. 



The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a· boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the 
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands ofthe warfighter will 
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have 
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration. 

Again, we respectfully .request your support for the Airborne Laser program. 

Norm Dicks 
Member of Congress 

v.cJ/~ 
Todd Akin 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

i ~ 111 '{l;;x;tt 
Kevin McCarthy 

Member of Congress 

Todd Tiahrt 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. President: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

March 31, 2009 

JOHN M McHUGH, NEW YORK 
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As you are aware, recent news reports suggest that North Korea is inuninently close to launching 
a long-range Taepodong ballistic missile that could reach the United States. The commander of U.S. 
forces in the Pacific recently testified before our committee, .. We're ready to defend U.S. territory, our 
allies and our national interests if the president so directs." However, it remains unclear whether the 
administration has made any decision, based upon comments made by your Secretary of Defense this 
weekend where he said the administration is, "not prepared to do anything about it." We respectfully 
encourage you to authorize our military commanders to employ our nation's missile defense system, 
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. 

These reports suggest, and senior officials within your administration have confirmed, that North 
Korea is loading a Taepodong rocket on its east coast launch pad. Howc;wer, there is a great deal of 
uncertainty as to the pwpose of this laWlch. Last week, the Director of National Intelligence said, 
"they're trying to use the rationale of a legitimate space launch for a missile, which is in its foundation a 
military missile." Adding to this uncertainty, three of our nation's top military commanders recently 
testified before our colleagues in the Senate that they couldn't be sure whether North Korea plans to 
launch a conununications satellite or test an offensive missile. · 

The uncertainty surrounding this imminent launch is deeply disturbing considering the 
Taepodong missile has the potential range to strike Okinawa, Guam, Alaska, and Hawaii. Equally 
disturbing are reports that North Korea's progress in ballistic missile technology is benefiting Iran, as 
demonstrated in Tehran's recent satellite launch last month. The only certain issue is that North Korea 
continues to engage in missile proliferation. Furthermore, any such launch would explicitly violate 
United Nations sanctions and pose a provocative and destabilizing threat to the region and the American 
people. 

While we support diplomatic efforts by your administration to prevent such a launch from 
occurring, we also believe prudent steps can be taken to make use of our missile defense capabilities 
should the United States or our allies be put at risk. Our nation's top military generals recently testified 
before Congress that they believe our missile defense system is "effective" and has a "high probability" 
of intercepting an incoming missile if they were commanded to do so. 



President Obama 
March 31, 2009 
Page2 

At present, our global, integrated missile defense system consists of sateUites, radar tracking 
sensors, ground-based interceptors in Alaska and California, J\egis missile defense ships, and Patriot 
batteries. We have worked closely with our Japanese and South :Korean allies to leverage our respective 
missile defense capabilities for the joint protection of our countries and deployed forces. The military. 
commander responsible for the defense of our .homeland recent1y said, "If we felt the North Koreans were 
going to shoot a ballistic missile at us today, I am comfortable that we would have an effective system 
that would meet that need." The military commander responsible for defending our forward-deployed 
forces and allies in the Pacific said we have an "effective ballistic missile-defense system. .. 

Recent reports suggest that Japan has authorized i'ts military to shoot down any debris from the 
North Korean rocket that might fall toward its territory. Given the confidence om military commanders 
have expressed in om missile defense system, we respectfully encourage you to make a siinilar decision. 
We also ask for your response as to what plans and preparatory measures your administration is taking 
should the North Korean rocket endanger the United States or our allies. 

Mr. President, we appreciate your attention to this serious matter. Our nation is faced with a 
challenging set of circumstances and we believe that by leveraging all tools of national power we can 
increase the safety and security of the American people and our allies. 

Jo~~~¥ 
Ranking Member 

cc: Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates / 
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Admiral Michael Mullen 

Sincerely, 

Michael Turner 
Member of Congress 
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Reference is made to my letter dated February 20,2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

=!:I Chainnan 
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Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Barbara Lee and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to 
Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the use of a commercial chartered 
plane between Miami, FL and Cuba, if military aircraft is unavailable. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Chainnan 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 
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I am writing to request an update on the current status of the implemen1ation of the 
Defense Incident-Based Reporting System (DIBRS), Specifically, I am interested in knowing 
whether the Department of Navy Criminal Justice Jnfonnation System (DON enS) is finally 
operational and reporting to DIBRS. 

I am sure you will agree that the collection of statistics and data is crucial to learning how 
many sexual assaults and other crimes are occurring in the United States military. Despite the 
clear need for a well-ftmctioning system for reporting such crimes, implementation ofDIBRS is 
long overdue. A3 you know, Congress enacted the Unifoim Federal Crime Reporting Act (P.L. 
1 00-690) in 1988, which requires federal agencies and departments, including DoD, to report 
crime data to the Justice Department. The law also created the National Incident-Based 
Reporting System (NIBRS). In 1996, the Under Secretary ofDefense for Personnel and 
Readiness issued Directive 7730.47, concerning the creation ofDIBRS. However, twenty one · 
years have passed since the passag~ of the Uniform Federal Crime Reporting Act and DIBRS has 
yet to be completed. 

This issue has been a concern of mine for some time, and I am disappointed by the 
ongoing delay of such an important system. At a meeting on November 19, 2004, with then 
Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Program Integration Jeanne Fites and John Awtrey, 
Director of OUSD Law Enforcement Policy and Support, I was told that all the services would 
be integrated into DffiRS by mid-2005. On August 9, 2005, l received a letter from Under 
Secretary Fites informing me that because the Navy was transitioning to a new Department of 
Navy Criminal Justice Information System (DONCnS), DIBRS would not be fully operational 
until Fall2006. That target was then pushed back to June and then October 2007. The last 
information I received stated that a new date bad been set for December 1, 2008, but that date 
has passed as well. 

To date, the transition to DONCJIS by the Navy has seemed to be the main problem 
slowing the full operation ofDIBRS. As the Department of the Navy"s budget estimate for 
FY09 includes requests for fundmg for a contractor to support, develop, test, train, deploy, and 

111111~1 



implement the system, it seems that these tasks are still in the process ofbeing completed. 
Therefore, I would like to know when the Navy is now expected to be fully reporting to DmRS, 

· and what you will do to ensure that the Navy meets this new deadline. 

This issue assumes greater urgency in light of the latest statistics on sexual assault from 
the DoD's annual report for FY08. The analysis documented 2,923 reports of sexual assault in 
FY08, representing roughly an 8% increase from the previous year. It is extremely vital that the 
DoD, policymakers, servicemen and women, and all stakeholders know the true story about 
crime in the military. Only when there is an accurate accounting of the crimes that may be 
occurring in the U.S. military can the DoD hope to institute effective policies for preventing such 
increases in the future. I fear that additional delays will hamper the DoD's ability to assemble an 
accurate accounting of criminal activities, and may in fact prevent the full implementation of 
DIBRS indefinitely. Such an outcome would be unacceptable to me and many of my colleagues 
who have long been concerned about the safety of all servicemen and women. I look forward to 
hearing about your efforts to ensure the completion ofDIBRS. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Member of Congress 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Linda Pagelsen, staff member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April6- 16, 2009, to Japan and 
South Korea. The purpose of this trip is to tour facilities and receive briefings on U.S. Forces 
Korea, Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and intelligence activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

4.9~ 
Chairman 
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Dear Secretary Oates: 

CHAII\WOMAN 

NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ 
12T>i l:IIST.ICT, N•w YDIU 

March 31,2009 

Congratulations upon being selected by Pre~ident Obama to continue to serve as our 
nation's Secretary ofDefense. The Congressional Hi,;panic Caucus (CHC) applauds your 
work thus far in leading the Department of Defense. The CHC is identifying individuals 
who we feelm outstanding candidates for positions in the Administration. In an effort 
to help bring the diversity to the Executive Branch that President Obama has sought. we 
are torwardins you the name of one of those candidates. 

Today. we write to infonn you that the CHC has endorsed Pedro Rustan Jr. to serve as 
the Director <.)fthc Defense Adv!Wced Research Projects Agency (DARPA). He 
currently serves as the Director of the National Reconnais..~n~ Office's Ground 
Enterprise Directorate. Prior to that he w.u; the Director ot'the Advanced Systems and 
Technology Director there. He has a strong hi~to:ry as a consullant to NASA, Institute of 
Defense Analysis, Boeing, T..a<;kbeed ·Martin, and many other coi})Orations. Furthennore, 
he has over 1 S years of service to our nation's military. in various capacities., including 
Research Scientist tbr the Air Force and Program Manager fur the Defense Nuclear 
Agency. For these reasons. and his desire to serve the Obama Administration, we 
endorse Pedro Rustan Jr. for this rt>le that is vital to our nation's advancement. 

Again, we are eager to work with you to promote our shared goab of diversity. lfthere is 
any way we can be: of assistance during this criticaJ time, please let us know. 

Sincerely. 

~!v'f!:.YU~ ~1r?--
Chair Chair 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus CHC Nominations Ad Hoc Task Force 

CC: Dun Gips, Director of White House Persouel 
Michael Camuile:£, Special Assistant ro the Pre•ident, Presidential Penonnel 

t>t>S:Ql 
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Dear Secretary Gates: 
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A matter of great importance has come to my attention. Rare earth minerals 8nd 
materials play an essential role in highly sophisticated electronic devices used for the defense of 
our nation. The National Minerals Advisory Board has specifically identified rare earth elements 
and alloys as ustrategic and critical" to the defense of our country. 

At the present time, the United States imports 100% of rare earth minerals and alloys; ~e . 
primary source of rare earth minerals being China. Even if the United States begins mining these 
minerals, there are no domestic refining facilities to create the alloys used for these sophisticated 
electronic devices. If the flow of these minerals and alloys were to be interrupted, the nation 
would face extreme challenges in the development and creation of electronic devices which 
could be detrimental to the nation's defense. 

With the United States dependent upon other nations for these rare earth' minerals and 
alloys, are there any plans within the Department of Defense to develop a strategy to address this 
disparity? Are you contemplating a comprehensive strategy that would involve the domestic 
mining, refining, and a stoekpile-ofthese elements? If there is not a strategy to address the 
disparity, what is the present plan of action if the supply of rare earth minerals and alloys is 
inteJTUpted? . 

Thank you for examining this matter and I would appreciate a response at your earliest 
convenience. 

YJndregards, ~ 

J ANN EMERSON 
~mber of Congress 

I 
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SAM FARR. ~NIA 
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STEVEN R. RQntMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFf', CALIFORNIA 
MIC>IAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
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TIM RYAN, ()tjl0 
C.A. "DUTCH" AUPPEASBERGI!R, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSf;AMAN SCHULlZ, FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGLIEZ, TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSlE 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

«tongrrss of thr tlnittd ~tatrs 
ttou.sr of 'Reprrsrnmtiuts 

Q:ommitttt on gppropriatlons 
~asm~l'~<>W515-6015 

JERRY LEWIS, CALifORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIOA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEOAGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELir.jGHUYSEN, NEW .Jt:RSEV 
TODD TlAHRT, KANSAS 
ZADt WIU*, '!ThWESS£1< 
TOiol LATHAM. IOWA 
IIOBERT B. ADEIIHOL T, AI.A8AMA 
JOANN EMERSON, loiiSSOUIU 
KAY GRANGER. TE)(AS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON,IONIO 
JOHN ABN&Y CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MAAK STEVEN KIRK. IlLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFORNIA 
JO BONNEll, ALABAMA 
l'iff!IEH C. U.lOUAETTE, OHKl 
TOM COLE, OI<LAHOMA 

CLERK ANO STAFF DIIECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEP'HONE: 
(202) 225-2771 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable James P. Moran, Member of the Committee, to travel 
during the approximate time period of April 13-April21, 2009, to Cyprus, India, Pakistan, and Italy. He will be 
joining the CODEL led by the Honorable Howard Bennan. The delegation will meet with government leaders 
in Cyprus, India, and Pakistan. The purpose of the trip is to discuss Issues affecting global commerce, the 
Middle East. and military security issues. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31. U.S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in .making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~0~ 
Chainnan 
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CHAI(A FATTAH. PENNSYlVANIA 
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SANRlRD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA l£E, CAJ.IFORNIA 
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MICHAEL HON~ CALIFORNIA 
BETTV McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
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BEN CHANDLER. KEN1UCKY 
DE881E WASSERMAN SCHUL T2, FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LJNOOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Jtoust of 'Rtprr.srntatium 
Q:omrnitttc on S!ppropriations 
illlleshington, f)(t 20515-601 5 

March 30, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CAUFOIINIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS, KEJmJCJCV 
FFIANK R. WOlf. VJIIGI'llA 
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JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
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JOHN R. CARTE/I. TEXAS 
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CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHEI'O 

TEL£ PHONE: 
(202) 225-2771 

Authorization isbereby _given to the Honorable Ha~ld Rogers, me~ber of the 
Corru1uttce u11 Appropriations, to travel with a Congressionai Delegation led by Chairworr1an 
Eddie Bernice Jolmson of the Transportation and Infrastructure Coriunittee. This trip is during 
the approximate time period of April3- Aprill3, 2009, to Bahrain, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Italy. The purpose of this trip is to review transportation, defense, and homeland security 
issues with government officials. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in cmmection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
11 08(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no 
expense to the government. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Departinent assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~b~~ 
Chairman 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHiNGTON 
ALAN B. MDUD>t>.N, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUA, OHlD 
PETER J . VISCLDSKY.INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOSE E. S£IUIANO, New VORl< 
ROSA L O.LAURO. CDNNECTTCUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGPNIA 
JOHN W. OL \leA. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
OAVD E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUNA 
CHEHOWAADS, TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYEIAL-Al.LARO, CAUFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROlYN C. KII.I'ATAICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BEARY. ARKANSAS 
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JOHN T. SAI.A2AA, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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JERRY lEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
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MARK STEVEN KIRK. IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
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CLERK AND STAFF DIRKTOA 
BEVERLY PHETD 

TELEI'IIONE: 

120>1 221>-2711 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ben Chandler, a member of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April2-Aprilll, 2009, to Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Cyprus, Lebanon, and Ireland. He will be joining the CO DEL led bl The Honorable Russ Carnahan. The 
purpose of this trip is to attend the Inter-Parliamentary Union's 120 meeting being held in Addis Ababa. to 
assess USAID programs, and to meet with. government otlicials from each country. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid from 
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). Spouses 
are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the 
govenunent. 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel wilJ be conducted via military aircraft. 

Sincerely, . 

~0~ 
Chairman 
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11 March 2009 

The Honorable William J Lynn 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1010 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

1208 Lo~awoRTH House 0..1CE BUII.ooNo 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

PHONE: 202-226-3181 
FAX: 202-22!HI599 

1 GfiOIIE STAE£1', SuiTE 101 
l'm&FORD, NY 1'1634 
PHONE: 585-211Hl040 

fAX: 686-2111-00153 

89WEST MARKel STReET 
• COIII'IING, NY 14830 
PHONE: 607-664-7G66 

fAx: 607-664-7568 

317 NoRTH UNION STfiEET 
OLEAN, NY 14780 

PHONE: .718-37:H!II80 
FAX: 71&-372-2859 

We write to express our concern surrounding the Army's impending Single Channel Ground·ta. 
Air Radio systems (SINCGARS) contract. The Army plans to award a total of $636M of FY07-FY09 
funds on this contract. It is our understanding that this technology is legacy, will not provide the 
communications capability needed by the Anny in the coming years, and could be replaced by newer and 
more robust radios. The Anny continues to move forward with the Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) 
program, which will ensure that FCS-equipped, combat, and support units are able to exchange 
infonnation and network on the battlefield. It is essential that all radios and communication devices are 
multi·band and JTRS compliant to ensure a seamless transition into this program. It is our feeling that the 
Anny has not only not taken the proper action to ensure procurement of state·of-the art, JTRS compliant 
radios, but that the further purchase of SINCGARS radios will lessen the planned need for JTRS radios, 
increasing their unit cost. Congress has been expressing its concerns over this program and procurement 
for years. Specifically, in .FY07 the defense appropriations committee requested the Secretary of the 
Anny provide a report to the congressional defense committees that included an evaluation of the 
SINCGARS capable commerciai off the shelf tactical radios that can meet operational needs. The 
Secretary of the Army agreed to hold Sl7SM of program funds until the Anny was able to conduct a 
review of the SINCGARS operational requirements document (ORD). This report was never delivered to 
congress. In the FY2009 Defense Appropriations Bill the entire SINCGARS request was fenced off 
pending a certification from Secretary of Defense that any such procurement of SINCGARS radios· will 
utilize full and open competition that will provide best value for Anny radio requirements including 
consideration of multi-band, .JTRS capable solutions. This certification has not been received by the 
defense committees. 

The Request for Proposal (RFP) that was released by the Army in December of 2008 encourages 
industry to offer solutions that include JTRS functional capabilities, but did not require them. The ORD, 
which was originally .drafted in 1974, was not, in our opinion, revised or updated appropriately for this 
solicitation. It doesn't make sense to use a ten year old requirement document for such an important and 
evolving program, especially considering its coMection to the multi-bil1ion dollar JTRS program. 

The SINCGARS procurement is just one example of the increasing need for acquisition refonn. 
If the ORO had been revised or re-written it could have created the opportunity for additional contractor 
bids and more product functionality. The Anny could have moved forward with a technology that exists 
today and would be compliant with future Anny programs. We are spending millions of dollars on a 
product that we know we wi1l have to replace in the near future despite knowledge that a better solution 
could be engineered to the Army's exact needs. A CBO report dated 11 Feb 2009 states that if the Anny 
decides to replace SINCGARS radios with the more flexible and capable JTRS ground mobile radio 
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(GMR) it would increase its current planned purchase by six fold. The Anny's current $158 ~timate for 
buying GMR would increase accordingly. If the Anny were to re-allocate the $636M set aside for 
SINCGARS toward a JTRS-compJiant radio today, they could save the program future funds. In this 
instance, the acquisition process is blatantly wasting taxpayer's money while simultaneously outfitting 
our military with sub-standard equipment. We urge you to look at the long tenn negative implications of 
the acquisition process on the capabiJity of our Armed Services. We strongly encourage you, as you 
carefully review future plans for this program, to ensure that future procurements of radios and 
communications devices wiiJ use an updated set of requirements, tailored for the needs of our future 
force. 

Very Respectfully, 

~ 
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RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
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JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
JIM MARSHAll., GEORGIA 
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BRAD ELLSWORTH. INDIANA 
PATRICK J. MURPIIY, PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEORGIA 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
DAVID t0E8SACK, IOWA 
JOE SESTAK, PENNsYLVANIA 
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GLENN NYE. VIRGINIA 
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LAAR'f KISSELL. NORTH CAROLINA 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 2, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT. MAAVI.AND 
HOWARD ~- "BUCK" MdCEON, CALIFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY. TEXAS 
WAlTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA 
W. TODD AI<IN, MISSOURI 
J. RANDY FORilES. VIRGINIA 
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JOE WILSON. SOUTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A. LoeiONDO, NEW JERSEY 
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MICHAEL lUIWEII, OliO 
JOHN KLINE. MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS. ARIZONA 
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DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. RLEMING. LOIJ51ANA 
MIKE COFFMAN, COLORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FLOIIOA 

ERIN C. CONATON. STAFF DIIIECTOR 

I write to ask that you provide a witness to testify before the House Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations on the overall state of the Department of 
Defense's acquisition workforce and the Department's implementation of acquisition workforce­
related provisions in the annual defense authorization legislation for the past four years, 
including, in particular, the implementation of the Acquisition Workforce Development Fund, 
the use of any special hiring authorities, and Section 834 of the Fiscal Year 2009 National 
Defense Authorization Act. This hearing will take place on Tuesday, April 28, 2009, at 1:00 
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. For your information. I am also requesting 
witnesses from the Services and the Govenunent Accountability Office. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 50 copies ofyourprepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn House 
Office Building by the morning of Friday. April24. In addition., consistent.with-theHouse rules 
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, 
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic 
form. These materials may be transmitted via e-mail to Suzanne.McKenna@mail.house.gov or 
provided on disk. 

I appreciate your willingness to assist the subcommittee and look forward to the 
Department's testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Suzanne McKenna on 
the committee staff at (202) 225-5050. 

VFS:ak 
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ALL YSOr.t V. SCHWAR"IZ. PENNSYLVANIA 
AI'ITUA DAVIS, ALABAMA 
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1102 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFfiCE BUILDING 
(202) 225-3625 

'11llash1ngton. B~ 20515-6Jis 
http://waysandmeans.house.gov 

March 30, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC ~030 1-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAYE CAMP. MICHIGAN 
WALLY HERGEII, CALIFORNIA 
SAM JOHNSON. TEXIIS 
KEYI'l BIIADV, ll!>IAS 
PAUL RYAN, WISCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR, VIRGINIA 
JOHN LINDER. GEORGIA 
DEVIN NUNES, CALIFORNIA 
PAllUCK J. TIBERI. OHIO 
GINNY BROWN-WAITE. FLORIOII 
GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY 
lli'IVID G. REICHEIIT. WIISHINGTON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY. J~ .. LOUISIANA 
DEAN HELLfll. NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSKAM. IWNOl$ 

JON TRAUB, 
MINORITY STAFf OIRE<:TDA 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Kendrick Meek (D-FL) to 
participate on the CODEL being led by Congressman Eliot Engel (D-NY), to 
Trinidad and Tobago, St. Vincent and the Grenadines. This travel will take 
place during the time period of Friday, April 17 through Tuesday, April24; the 
House is not scheduled to· be in session during this time. 

The purpose of this fact-rmding trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the 
Americas and meet with government and non-government officials regarding 
our bilateral and plurilateral trade agreements with nations in the region, trade 
preferences and more generally, how best to shape trade to promote economic 
development, stability and prosperity. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department oi Delense couid furnish 
such _assistance as ~ay be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). . 

CBR/jg 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 30, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 26, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer. 
Please note that the Honorable Richard Neal is no longer traveling. The Honorable 
Aaron Schock (R-IL) is authorized to travel instead. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

n~ly. ?~ 
N~;;:Jnst 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S.~entofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 31, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter ofFebruBry 13, 2009, regarding Codel Berkley to 
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of April13-20, 2009. 
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: · 

The Honorable Shelley Berkley (0-NV) and Dr. Larry Lehmer 
The Honorable Jolm R. Carter (R-TX) and Mrs. Erika Carter 
The Honorable Steve Cohen (D-TN) 
The Honorable Virginia Foxx (R-NC) and Mr. Tom Foxx 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey 
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) 
The Honorable Paul E. Kanjorski (D-PA) and Mrs. Nancy Kanjorski 
The Honorable Ron Klein (D-FL) and Mrs. Dori Klein 
The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 

Ms. Amanda Sloat, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Riley Moore, Professional Staff, House Connnittee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Sarah Preisser, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Richard Urey, Chief of Staff to Representative Berkley 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 26, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009 regarding Codel 
Hoyer. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Majority Leader 
The Honorable Roy Blunt (R-MO) 
The Honorable Joseph Crowley (D-NY) and Mrs. Kasey Crowley 
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-CA) and Mr. Edward Allard 
The Honorable Gregory Meeks (D- NY) 
The Honorable Elijah Cummings (D-MD) and Dr. Maya Rockeymoore 
The Honorable Adrian Smith (R-NE) 
The Honorable Gerry Connolly (D-VA) 
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz (D-FL) and Mr. Steve Schultz 
The Honorable Richard Neal (D-MA) 
The Honorable Norman Dicks (D-WA) and Mrs. Suzanne "Suzie" Dicks 

Ms. Mariah Sixkiller, Office of the Majority Leader 
Mr. Brian Diffell, Office of the Republican Leader 
Ms. Katie Grant, Office ofthe Majority Leader 

The delegation will be accompanied by: 

J<b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 
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Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 5, 2009, regarding Codel Tanner 
to Germany, France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, andBelgium during the approximate 
period of April2-9, 2009. 

Please note that the Lithuanian Minister of Defense, Rasa Jukneviciene, has been 
invited to travel with the delegation from Strasbourg to Vilnius on Saturday, April 4, 
2009. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~ i?~ 
NANQSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
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VIA FACSIMU.E -703-695-1219 
The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary-
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
2181 '"YBURN HOUSE OFFICI: BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100 

AprilS, 2009 

--.urNt 
IMTI' IWI'II'E. !CIIN'I\ICKY' 
IILL Co\UID'I', LQIIII-
TOM -=ulll'OCI(, CALI~OANIA 
~D. tUCf!R. CAUI'OANIA 
Df<IIIDP.-.~ 
~'JHDMNQH,,._.,_ 

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Judy Biggert to travel on a Congressional Delegation 
(CODEL) led by Congresswoman Susan Davis to Georgia, Afghanistan, and the Czech Republic on May 7-
12, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to observe an.d gain an on;.the-ground perspective of President 
Obama's new strategy in Afghanistan. And while in countJy, the delegation will meet with a host of U.S. 
and Afgbanistan nationals, including several non-profit organizations that have been establishing and 
improving schools and educational programs. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to fUrnish sUGh assistance, including transportation. as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual ~xpenses and tra.nsportatiori is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(8). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircl'!dl up 
to business class. including foreign flag carriers when U.S. cmiers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Marines give support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Jackie Abb2l at 202-225-3515. Thank you for your 
assistance in this matter. 

GEORGE MIJJ,ER 
Chairman 

GM:ejh 
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ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY 

COMMmteS: 

EDUCATION AND LASOR 
CHAIRMA' SUBt',.(')MMfTTEe OJot 

HEALTM, EMPLDYWE"'T, lAaoR 
A.NC PENStONS !HELP) 

~ SUBCOMMITTEE ON HIGHER EDliCATtON, 
LJ~LONC:i lEA~INO, ANO C0MP£TIT~I\IE&6 

ARMED SERVICE& 
..._..._. Su&eOMMITTU 0to1 

0vEfU!iiGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS 

• ......_ SUBCOMMITTEF ON TEIUIONSM AND 

UNCOtr.tVeNTIONAL iHFIEATS ANO CN"AIIl.ITlES 

BUDGET COMMITTEE 

UCongre~' of tbe Wnfteb ~tate' 
1!,Joust of 1\epresentatibts 
D~tnwon, 1\C 20515-3001 

March 13, 2009 

The Hon. Robert M. Gates 
U.S. Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates 
1400 Defense Pentagon, 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

0 2439 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTOIII, DC 20515 
(202I22H501 

0 

0 

506-A WHITE HORSE PoKE 
HADDO'I HEIGHTS, NJ 08035 

(8561546-5100 

63 NORTH B~OAD STREET 

Woooouov, NJ 08096 
(8561 848-3900 

WEBSITE: 

www.house.gov/andrews 

As a friend of Taiwanese Americans in my New Jersey district, and a member of the 
House Armed Services Committee, I write to you today about an issue of importance to 
me and ask that you clarify the United States and our position vis-a-vis our high-level 
military contacts with Taiwan. 

Taiwan today is a bastion of democracy in Asia. Its vibrant democracy of23 million 
produces an annual GDP of over $320 billion, making it the world's 18th largest 
economy. Taiwan is the 8th largest trading partner of the United States, and a strong ally, 
sharing with the United States the ideals of freedom, democracy, and self-determination. 

While Taiwan has made a remarkable peaceful transition to democracy over the past 
decades, I have noticed a discrepancy with the international accolades Taiwan has 
received (and receives) for these democratic and economic achievements " especially 
from the United States. 

One of the fields we can improve in is in our high-level military contacts with Taiwan. I 
believe that we place UIUlecessary restrictions on our military-to-military ties with 
Taiwan. Indeed, it strikes me as counterproductive that we cling to these self-imposed 
restrictions on our exchanges with Taiwan of U.S. generals, admirals, and senior defense 
officials to Taiwan. 

Iii order to develop. an appreciation for Taiwan's specific military needs and, in turn, to 
spell those needs out to American policymakers, U.S. generals and flag officers have to 
be able to visit Taiwan and see its military in action. Although visits by expert teams of 
U.S. captains and colonels to Taiwan are helpful, these lower-ranking officers lack the 
authority and the ·~oint" command experience of general officers necessary to have an 
effective exchange with Taiwan's senior military leaders. And anyone familiar with the 
ways of Washington knows.that having a well-informed general or admiral make a case 
for a new initiative· is vital if it is to be given a respectful hearing by senior military and 
civilian decision-makers. 

Similarly, it is difficult for Taipei and Washington to discuss contingency responses to 
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possible Chinese aggression whe~ U.S. generals and flag officers are not able to ~eet 
regularly with their Taiwanese counterparts. 

I look forward to receiving from you a clarification on the status, guidelines, and rules 
that regulate our interaction with Taiwan and our high-level military contacts with 
Taiwan. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary O.f Defense 
1.000 Oefea$e Pentag9n 
Washington, D.C. 2(}3(}1-1000 

Dear Mr. secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

2f38 RAY!IIJAN Hout~e 01-l'tCE SUILOJI'fG 

WASHINGTON,·OC'2(151tHU16 

{202} 22~3951 
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April 8., .2009 
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I am writing to request authorizatio,n for Representative Daniel Lungren, a member of the 
House Judiciary Committee; to lead a delegation of Members to Guantamino Bay, Cuba. 
Mr Lungren will be accompanied by Representative Tom Rooney, and Committee Counsels Sam 
Sokol ~d Sean. Mc~ghHn. The ~te -of tr~vel fot'this delegation is Friday, May I, 2009. 

It will be apprecia.ted i(,th~ :O~eot ofDe{ense-oout<f ~mish such assi$t$1ce ~ mt!Y 
be requ.ite<l, incllJ.ding .tra:rl~tioiund escort. tO facilitate this .trip. The expenditure of funds 
for payment of actual and necessary expense and such ·tranljportation as may be ~ire.d is 
authorized by 31 U.S.C. § 1108. 

If you have any questions concerning this trav~l, please conta.ct Teresa Vest with my 
Committe~ staff at 202-225-3951. Your assistance with this request is appreciated . 

• 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 2, 2009 

This letter will authorize Ms. Patrice Willoughby, Staff Director of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, to accompany Codel Lee/Kilpatrick (authorized by the 
House Appropriations Committee) to Cuba during the approximate period of April3-8, 
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and 
commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, 
academic, and health exchanges with the U.S. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S. C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

() ~ ~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

.: . . · 



ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
FIRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY 

. I!DUCATION AND I..AIIOft 
~ Suac:OMM!n& ON 
HEALTW, EMPl.O'IW:NT,l..A.80R 

ANO l'iNO<>NO (HELPI 

_..._ SI.IKONMm'l.! ON HfGHER eo.x:,..TION, 

t.JO.ONO LEA.-.... NG, ANO (;oMI"ETrTIVENE.H 

ARMED SERVICiiiS 

Mill--., SuecOMMI'nSi Ot.l 
OviR&UJWT .-..o INYEB1Ul4Tt0fltl 

€ongress of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
J.Jo~t of 1\tpr~entatibt~ 
'Ul~ington~ llQC 20515-3001 

,._, SuecoMMrTTEE ON TlMOIISM "NO 
UNCON~ TWAEAT$ ot.NO e,.,.,.U'n!S 

William J. Lynn Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
United States of America 
I 01 0 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1010 

Dear Mr. William J. Lynn Ill, 

April 7, 2009 

PLEASE IIEI'L Y TO: 

0 2-439 RAVBUIIN HOOSE OfFICE 8UIUll"0 

WASHINGTOOI, DC 20&15 

0 

0 

(202) 226-6501 

500-A WHI~ HORSI' PIKE 

HADDON HEIGKTS, lljJ 08035 
(856) 546-5100 

83 NOIITH B~OAD STII££T 

WoooeUAv, NJ 08096 
(856) 648-3900 

WEBSITE: · 
www.houae.gov/andniW$ 

~=--1 would like to request a meeting wi (b)(S) CIH, CSP, ._<b_)(a_> _ _ ~-
(b)(S) and other key individuals to discuss the imp ementation of a program 
for BreathScan alcohol detection and safety devices. I feel that the implementation and 
progression of this program would make all of our military personnel safer. I would also 
like to note how this program aligns with one of the key FY 2010 budget 
recommendations, "institutionalizing and properly funding the critical and permanent 
nature of the wounded", that Secretary Gates will be making to President Obama. It is my 
understanding that various Department of Defense entities have already expressed a 
strong desire to obtain a significant number of the BreathScan Alcohol and Safety 
devices. I would like to learn more about the demand for this program as well. as obtain 
recommendations on what can be done to expedite the progress and progression of this 
program. 

BreathScan devices have been used successfully in the past to help prevent dnmk 
driving and alcohol-related incidents. These devices have been successfully used by the 
military for the past seven years and I strongly believe that they can be used as a means to 
help soldiers control their alcohol intake and help prevent many of the problems 
associated with alcohol abuse. 

An article in the Journal of the American Medical Association, dated August 13, 
2008, highlighted the problems of binge drinking and other types of alcohol abuse 
experienced by returning combat veterans, especially in Reserve Component 
units. Extensive documentation in the form of articles and press releases is available to 
illustrate the success of the BreathS can program in preventing these problems from 
occurring throughout the military. In fact, it is my understanding that the Army Substance 
Abuse Program now views BreathScan as part of an extensive and holistic program that 
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they wish to deploy. It is also my understanding that Reserve Component units are also 
extremely interested in this program. 

Therefore,' I would like to schedule a meeting with the relevant Department of 
Defense personal that need to be involved to move this request forward. Please contact 
my scheduler, Kristin Ianco at 856-546-5 100 or Kristin.lanco@mail.house.gov for 
scheduling information -or conta~ my military legislative assistant, Nathaniel Bell 202-
225-6501, Nathaniel.Bell@mail.house.gov for substantive information or background 
pertaining to this request. 

Respectfully, 

Robert E. Andrews 
Member of Congress 



DEMOCRATS 

-..; IIIIO'MI. fi.IIRIDoll 
YIC SIII\U!I\­
MI:HAEJ. H. MICHAUD,-

~~~.=::·SOUTHDAKOTA 
JOHN J. IW.L. N&WYOAK 

11.6 . .,oUit of 1\ttJr~tntatib~ 
DEBORAH I- HAA.YOI'ISON.·Il.LINOI&' · · , 
lliOMAS S.P. PERIIIILLO, VIIGINIA 

. · . COMMITTE!; ON VE;TERANS~ _AFFAIRS . 
. . . . . ·. . . . . .. ~ '. . ':· . :_ . . . . .. : '. :. 

HARRY TEAGUE. MW 111fXICO 
CliO D.IIODIIIGUU. 'tExAS • 
JOE DONNEU Y. IHDIAfoiA . 
JliRII\' McNiiRNEY;-CALII'ORNII. •. 
ZACIWIYT. SPAI:t.OHIO ' 
TIMOTHY J . WALZ, -NESOTA • 
JOHN 1<. ADUJI,-JERS€Y' 
ANN ICIRICPATRICK. ARIZONA 
GLEMj C. NYE. VIIIOI-

MAI.alM A. SIIORTER 
tnNI' DIRECTOII 

Honorable RQ~rt M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S~ Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pefltagort 
Washhtgtori, oc· 20301-1000 

Dear Mr ~ Secretary:: 
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I authorize Congressman John J. Hall to travel on official government business to Iraq 
and Afghanistan during the period of April 4~ 11, 2009 . . - . . •. ' 

Mr. Hall will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congresswoman 
Niki Tsongas, member of the House Committee on Armed Services. The primary · 
purpose of the Delegation's visit is to gauge troop morale, listen to their concerns, and 
fonnulate ideas and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military 
service. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Iraq and Afghanistan. It would be appreci~ted 
if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including 
transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for payment of actual and 
necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 
31, u~s.c, Section 1108(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committ taffat 202-226-3653. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 



i 

1 

BILL SHUSTER 
9TH 01STRICT, PENNSVLVANIA. 

DEPUTY RePUBLICAN WHIP 
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President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

President Obama, 

· Rta~ington,l\QC 20515-3809 

April 7, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 

CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

Following the testimony of General Duncan J. McNabb, USAF, Commander of the United States Transportation 
Command before the Senate Anned Services Committee on March 17. 2009, I urge you to carefully consider the 
strategic use of Azerbaijan, and specifically the airfield at Baku, as a staging pojnt for United States distribution, 
cargo handling, and refueling services. 

As the Co-Chainnan of the Azerbaijan Caucus, my colleagues and I have spent a great deal of time building ties 
with Azerbaijan, and I believe Azerbaijan offers a safe, secure and strategically valuable alternative to support 
our movements into Afghanistan. Azerbaijan bas been a coalition partner in our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
has supported our requests for assistance, and has been a strong partner in the war on terrorism. 

From an ease of operations standpoint, Azerbaijan offers a large state-pf-the-art handling facility in Baku with 
significant available capacity and an air route across the Caspian Sea and Turkmenistan's airspace directly into 
Afghanistan. Utilizing this conidor avoids Iranian airspace alJ together and t)ffers a very short flight time into 
Afghanistan. 

Currently, I understand problems have emerged shipping cargo through Dubai and throughout other hubs in the 
region. With an influx of cargo and personnel needed to support efforts in Mghanistan, I also understand that 
Azerbaijan may offer better flight times, the Baku airfield may offer greater command and control, is less 
congested allowing cargo to get into Theatre more quickly, offers competitive pricing, and bas a domestic 
commercial fleet of aircraft to supplement our efforts. 

I urge you to work with the Department of Defense and the State Department to fully examine the benefits 
operations in Azerbaijan would have as we increase our focus on Afghanistan. 

Sincerely, 

~jJLS~ 

cc: Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 

BilJ Shuster 
Member of Congress 

General Duncan McNabb, USAF, United States Transportation Command 
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otnngress nf tlpe 1tniteb .8tat£s 
BulfingtDn, lUI 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 2030 1·1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Aprill4,2009 

; 202 2260092 

We write regarding the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) report 
addressing the listing and oversight of Superfund sites at DOD facilities, SJ:1Perfund: 
Greater EPA Enforcement and Reporting are Needed to Enhance Cleanup at DOD Sites 
(GA~09-278), urging yo\1 to rapidly take all steps necessary to remediate contaminated 
DOD sites. 

The GAO report reached several disturbing conclusions: 

• While the number of DOD sites considered for placement into the Superfund 
program has declined over the past decade, DOD sites still account for 9 percent 
of ali Superfund sites. 

• Despite years of negotiations, DOD and EPA have not finalized Interagency 
Agreements setting out the terms for clean-up of 11 of the 140 DOD Superfund 
sites, despite the statutory requirement to do so, reportedly because DOD 
disagreed with the terms contained in the Agreement documents and simply 
rdused to sign the documents. These sites include (1) Air Force Plant 44 
(Tucson, AZ) (2) Andrews Air Force Base (MD) (3) Brandywine Defense 
Reutilization and Marketing Office {MD) (4) Fort Meade (MD) (5) Hanscom 
Field (Bedford, MA) (6) Langley Air Force Base (VA) (7) McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ) (8) Naval Air Station Whiting Field (Milton, FL) (9) Naval 
Computer Telecommunication Area Administrative Master Station (Wahiawa, 
HI) (10) Redstone Arsenal (Huntsville, AL) and (11) Tyndall Air Force Base 
(Panama City, FL). 

• Despite the requirement for Interagency Agreements to be signed at all federal 
Superfund sites, the Superfund statute {Section 120 ofCERCLA) contains no 
enforcement mechanism ihat could be used if a federal agency refuses to do so. 
Although EPA may initiate administrative enforcement actions und~ other laws 
(such as the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Safe Drinking 
Water Act) to compel DOD to clean up contaminated sites, EPA chose not to 
pursue enforcement actions until 2007, more than 10 years after these sites were 
first placed into ~e Superfund Program. Currently, there are EPA 
Administrative orders in place at 4 sites: Fort Meade (MD), McGuire Air Force 
Base (Trenton, NJ), Tyndall. Air Force Base (Panama City, FL), and Air Force 
Plant 44 (Tucson, AZ). 

We believe that the Department should immediately enter into the appropriate 
Interagency Agreements and expedite the cleanup of these sites. We request that you 
provide us with a detailed description of your plans to do so, including: 
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• Specific timeframes for when Interagency Agreements will be signed at each of 
the DOD Superfund sites currently lacking them, and the status of any 
negotiations regarding their text, including who is participating in these 
negotiations. 

• Milestones agreed to by EPA and DOD that are expected for inclusion in Site 
Management Plans for the cleanup of each of these sites; 

• Any outstanding issues that may impact these schedules and milestones. 

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide 
your response no later than close of business on Friday May I, 2009. If you have any 

. questions or concerns. please have your staff contact Michal Freedhoff (Rep. Markey, 
52836), or Derrick Ramos (Rep. Green. 51688). 

Sincerely, 

~~.')')\.~ 
Rep. Edward J. Markey Rep. Gene Green 
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[OngrtBs of the ttnitm ~tatts 
ftDnR or lUprmmtanom 

Q:ommitttt on gpproprlations 
Uuhiqton. BQ: 20515-6011 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secrccuy 
U.S, Department ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Waabington, D.C. 20301·1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April IS, 2009 

NO. 465 P. 2 

Reference is made to my Jetter to you dated March 20. 2009, co.nceming whetbt.r the Army violated 
the Anti-dcfic:ioucy AJ::t wb.el1 funds were traDsfened from the Defense Working Capital F\md, Army 
to Militaty Personnel, Anny. This invcstigatioll includes a review of all oontrols Atmy employs to 
assure development of information needed to provide accurate and timely adjustm.e11ts to payroU. 
bomJses. special and iDeentive pays. permanent chanJe of station, and other catitkmcots. This 
inquky would benefit from viewing similar oontrols aDd undalyiDg systems used by the Na"Y aDd 
Air Force for pay maDagelnent. 

It is requested that the Air Force and the Navy designate an~ point of contad to arrange for 
obtaiuiag the data pertinent to this inquiry and notify my office by tclepho.M within five business 
days of the receipt of this letter. lf'lha'e are any questions resanHn~1his matter. I can be contacted on 
(202) 215-3881. 

1 - Secretary ofthe Air Force 
1 -Secretary oftbe Navy 

Sincerely yours, 

Dewitt.~~ 
David M. Pomerantz 
Oireaor 
Surveys and Investigatioos Staff 
House Committee on Appropriations 



----------- -----

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent o.fDefeD,Se 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April7, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 30, 2009 regarding Codel Hoyer. 
Please note that H. E. Maria Carolina Barco Isakson, Ambassador to the United States 
from Colombia, and Ms. Sylvia Constain Rengifo, Assistant to the Ambassador, are 
invited to travel with the delegation Cartegena to Medillin, Colombia. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, .. 

~cv:lY~ 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



JEFF FLAKE 
6"TH DISTRICT, ARIZONA 

240 CANNON House OFFICE BUILOI~G 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 
PHONE [202) 225-2635 

FAX 1202) 226-4386 

DISTRICT OFFICE; 

1640 SouTH STAPLEY DRIVE 
SUITE 215 

MESA. AZ 85204 
f'HoNE {480) ~092 

FAX {480) 833-6314 

ctongrt~~ of tbt ltnittb ~tates 
.,ou~t of 1\cprcscntatibts 

WESTERN CAUCUS 
Voce CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 15, 2009 

COMMITIEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMJTTEES: 

ASIA, THE PACIFIC, AND 
THE GLOBAl. ENVI~ONMENT 

AF~ICA AND GLOBAL HEAJ. .. :TH 

COMMITTEE ON 
OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

NATIONAL SECURITY AND fOREIGN AFFAIRS 

RANKING MEMBER 

GOVERNMENT MA~GEMENT~ ORGANIZATtON, 
AND PROCUAEMENT 

COMMITIEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

INSULAR AFFAIRS. OcEANS,. AND WILOUFE 

NAT10NAL PARKS, FORESTS. AND PuBUC LANDS 

Pursuant to a March 31 meeting with officials from the Department of. Defense, I am writing to 
formally request information regarding specific earmarks outlined in the conference report language of 
the FY 2008 Defense Appropriations bill.·. ·. · · · 

At the meeting with Defense Department officials, I was informed that all funding for projects 
managed by the Department is awarded in a manner consi~ent with the federal regulations for 
competitive bidding- including all projects earmarked by Members of Congress. As such, please 
provide relevant information on the competitive bidding process for each of the projects listed on the 
enclosed spreadsheet, including any relevant Justification and Approvals (J&As). Each of these projects 
was a congressionally directed earmark in the FY 2008 Defense Appropriations bill (H.R. 3222; P.L. 
11 0-116). The spreadsheet contains all of the relevant information that might be of assistance in 
locating the J&As. 

A time frame of when I can expect to see this information would be appreciated. In addition, to 
expedite the delivery, I would appreciate receiving information as it becomes available. Should you 
have any questions regarding this request, please contact my Legislative Director, Mr. Chandler Morse, 
or my Legislative Assistant for defense matters, Ms. Colleen Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635. 

;····~ .. 

CC: The Honorable Blaine F. Aaron 

FFFLAKE 
Member of Congress 

. ~ . . ·' 

Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Budget and Appropriations Affairs 

' • 1 ••• • ••• ·'' • •• • • ••• ~ ... • -
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~ington, ~t: 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Aprill4, 2009 

As you kn6w, the-United States is currently facing a nwnber of dauntir1g national security 
challenges. With our ongoing involvement in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as our efforts 
to combat terrorism, the need to recruit and retain qualified men and women for military 
service is greater than ever. We are writing to request that the Defense Advisory 
Committee on Women in the Services (DACOWITS) be restored as a meaningful 
advisory body with authority to independently advise the Secretary of Defense on issues 
concerning military women. Doing so would be a highly effective way to quickly 
identify and address the obstacles to women choosing long-tenn careers in the armed 
forces, and would ensure that the U.S. military is well prepared for today's wartime 
realities. 

DACOWITS was established. in 1951 as a civilian b~ard of individuals. appointed by the 
Secretary of Defense for the pmpose of providing advice and recommendations on 
matters affecting women in.the armed services. For half a century, the Committee served 
as a vital link between the Department of Defense and the civilian community and gained 
a reputation for conducting valuable and highly respected analysis on integr8ting women 
into the roi.litary ;making Jhe,armed services more effective over.all. .. 

Many in the security community were surprised and dismayed when the Bush 
administration failed to renew the Committee's charter shortly after taking office. In its 
place, then Secretary ofDefense Donald Rumsfeld introduced a new mandate for 
DACOWITS which cut members, staff, and funding, revoked the Committee's 
autonomy, and diluted attention to women's issues. In addition, former Secretary 
Rumsfeld imp6sed restrictions which made the Cotnn)ittee's military installation visits 
less frequent .and less effective, and reduced its diversity and transp~ncy in terms of .. 
membership selection and policies. The broader effect of these actions has been to. 
sideline serious study of women in the military, and depriving our anned force~ of an 
untold number of skilled ·and capable l~ers ... 

Former Under Secretary of Defense fo~ PersoiUlel and Readiness Dr. David Chu pubiicly 
stated his belief that DACOWITS' work to increase the proportion of women in the 
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military had "probably reached its naturallimits.''1 This statement does not mesh with 
the abundance of studies and reports indicating that many women in the armed forces feel 
they are coming up against a "brass ceiling" as they struggle to rise through the ranks and 
demonstrate their leadership. Under its original charter, DACOWITS worked to address 
women's specific needs as they entered the armed forces in increasing numbers. Some of 
the progressive changes made as a result ofDACOWITS' work include coed bootcamps, 
the gender "nanning" of fitness standards, programs to address sexual harassment, and 
family friendly work policies. These institutional changes benefit both men and women, 
and help the U.S. military maintain its reputation as the best in the world. Whoever is 
appointed as the next Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness should 
have an in depth understanding of the need to consider the differing needs of servicemen 
and women, and should appreciate the demonstrated benefits of reducing gender based 
discrimination in the armed forces. 

We believ6 that llACOWITS must be re-established under the Federru: Advisory 
Committee Act with the mission to advise the Secretary of Defense on a broad range of 
matters relating to women in the military. Additionally, it must be restored to its former 
status through an increase in its membership to at least 25, to be chosen from diverse 
backgrounds, and this Committee should be supported with an adequate budget to carry 
out the analysis and data collection which has proven so valuable in the past. We are 
confident in your dedication to creating an enabling and supportive environment, so that 
our servicemen and women can reach their full potential and contribute the best of their 
skills and abilities to the protection of our country. The revitalization ofDACOWITS 
would greatly facilitate this goal. Thank you for your attention to this important issue. 

Sincerely, 

1 Stone, Andrea. "Women Warriors Play an Essential Role in Military." USA. WDAY. 11 January 2002. 
http:l/www.usatoday.com/newslse.pll/2002/0l/10/warriors.htm. (Accessed 31 March 2009). 
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COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OA=lCE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

Bill.. f()6'TBI, IWtiOIS 
JACKIE SPEIER, CA1.FORNtA 
STEVE ORIEHAUS. OHIO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

-.oorrt (2112) 22&-!!0111 
F..::s-..: 1202) ~784 

""""""" j20l!) 225-6074 

www .oversight.house.goil 

April15, 2009 

DAAREU. E. IS&'., CALII'<liiNIA, 
IWIKING MINOIITY MeMeSl 

C1.N BUfiTON. INDIANII 
JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
JOHN L MICA, FLORI!loll 
MARKE.SOOOER,INJWIA 
TODD RUS8B.L PLA'ml. PENNBYI..VANIA 
JOHiol J. DUNCAN. JR. TENHESSEE 
MICHAEL R. TURNER, OHIO 
L YM1 A. WESTMORELAHO, GEOIIGIA 
PATRICK T. McHENR't', NORTH CNIOliNA 
BAlAN P. BILBRA.V, CAIJIIOfiNlA 
JIM JORDAN, OHIO 
JEFF R.AI<E. ARIZONA 
JEFF RJRTENBI;RRY, NEBRASKA 
.JIISC*I CHAFFETZ. UTAH 
Mfi)N SCHOCK. LU<OIS 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and its Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony at a joint hearing 
entitled, "Mghanistan and Pakistan: Oversight of a New Interagency Strategy." The 
hearing is scheduled for Wednesday, April29, 2009, at 10:00 AM in room 2154 of the 
Rayburn House Office Building. 

Please contact Andy Wright or Steve Gale at (202) 225-2548 if you have any 
questions. 

Edolphus Towns 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform 

cc: Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 

John F. Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn 

Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs 
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Mr. Robert L. Wilkie 
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April 3, 2009 

Assistant Secretary of Dense for Legislative Affairs 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

308 CANNON Houso Oma BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051$ 

(2.021221>-4316 
FAX: (2021226-8440 

Knowing of your interest In veterans issues, I wanted to take this opportunity to update you on a 
letter recenUy sent to President Obama regarding the status of disabled veterans health care. 

As you may know, President Obama recently stated he desired to institute a policy to save the 
federal government revenue by shifting some of the health care burden from the federal government 
to private insurance companies related to the care of service-connected and disabled veterans. If 
this policy were to be Instituted, It would have a disastrous set of consequences related to health 
care for disabled veterans. Not only would this plan absolve the federal government of its 
responsibility to these veterans by potentially requiring veterans to pay for their own care, this plan 
would also hann the quality of that care. 

In response to this plan, a number of my Republican colleagues and I sent a letter urging President 
Obama to remove the proposal from the Fiscal Year 2010 budget and continue to provide service­
connected and disabled veterans the care they deserve. Instead of looking for ways to save money 
by burdening our veterans, I believe that the President should ensure the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs has the resources it needs to fulfill its mandate to treat service-connected injuries 
and disabilities. I believe the needs of these servicemembers should take national priority over 
partisanship and cost reduction Initiatives. 

As a result of the outcry against this proposal, 1 am happy to let you know that President Obama. has 
stated that he will no longer seek approval of this plan. This declslon ensures that service-connected 
and disabled veterans will continue to receive the health care they need and deserve. Furthennore, 
please rest assured. that I· will continue to urge Congressional leadership to provide incr~ • 
funding for health care services to treat service-connected Injuries and dlsabiliti~s. ~ 

I appreciate your interest In veterans issues and will continue to do what I can to not only protect 
existing benefits and programs, but also seek ways to Improve them. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact rne. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

·. · . . 

Jim Get1ach 
Member of Congress 

JG:DM 
___ ___;;;...;.;.;--------------DISTRICT OFFICES:-.... ~ 
840 Noomi PARK Ro.o.o 
WYOMISSING. PA 19610 

181()1 37&-7630 
FAX: (610) 378-7833 

~~ 
111 EAsT IJw<:HlAN AIIENUE 

ExTON. PA 19341 
(610) 594-1415 

FAX: (8101584-1419 

. . · 

-
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McwmatMirw' GlluJm 
li80 MAIN STREET. Sutn; 4 

TRAPPt!, PA 19426 
161014~780 

FAX: 1810) 40&-7988 
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ctongreuu of tf)e ltntteb ~tate~ 
J)oust of l\tprtstntatlbts 
Wail)tngton. J)lt 20515-4331 

April 21, 2009 

The Hooorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense 
Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

W~TDN OFRCE: 

409 CANNON HouSE Omce BuiLDING 
WASHINQTON, DC 20515 

1202) 225-3864 

http:J/carter.house.gov 

DISTRICT OFfiCII' 

1717 N. IH-3&, SUI~ m 
ROUNO Roc<. TX 711664 

1512124&-1600 

6544-8 Soul>< GENERAL BRUCE D~IIIE 
TEMPLE, TX 76602 

1254)933-1392 

The people of Central Texas proudly support the Active Duty (AD) and Active Duty Family 
Members (ADFM) assigned to Fort Hood, Texas. Metroplex Adventist Hospital is located 
within 1 mile of an entrance to Ft Hood and works very closely with Darnall Army Medical 
Center in the coordination and support of health care service delivery to our soldiers and their 
families. Metroplex has become one of the nation's largest community providers to TRICARE 
beneficiaries and is essential for military readiness and support. 

Metroplex is in a unique position relative to its ongoing provision of health care services to the 
AD and ADFM of Ft. Hood in the following ways: 

Ft. Hood has approximately 50,000 soldiers assigned to the post; 

Metroplex derives 72% of its patient service revenue :from government programs with 
290/o being from 'IRICARE specifically; 

TRICARE outpatient volume at Metroplex accounts for more than 37% of its total 
outpatient revenue; and, 

In 2008, TRICARE outpatient visits at Metroplex totaled 39,400, of which 10,300 were 
eJnergency room visits. 

Most hospitals affected by the reimbursement cuts imposed by TRICARE's Outpatient 
Prospective Payment System (OPPS) will be able to recover lost revenue from other payment 
sources; however, Metroplex will not due to its extraordinary dependence on government 
payment sources for rev~nue. 

Metroplex is working diligently with the TRICARE Regional Office-South and officials from 
Hwnana Military in seeking an exception to the planned reimbursement cuts that will result from 
OPPS implementation. They have requested this exception in order to remain a vital part of the 
community network ofhealth care service providers. 



For the reasons stated above, I urge you to exempt Metroplex from the OPPS rule, and look 
forward to your response. 

Member of Congress 

.· 
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dl:nngress nf t~e Bnihll ~tatu 
Blaslpington. ldt 20515 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: · 

April 24, 2009 

No. 0171 P. 2 

.This letter i.s to respectfully request your assistance in reinstating the National Guard 
Joint Counterdtug Task Force's Port and Highway Interdiction mission. This tasking 
was terminated nearly 8 years ago and removed from the responsibilities of the National 

· Oua1'd Counterdrug Task Force. We are confident this mission set is both immensely 
important to the nationalsccmity of our country and provides outstanding training for our 
soldiers and airmen. 

As you know, the D1ug Trafficking Organi2ations (DTO) along the US-Mexico borde£ 
have become an increased threat to our country. These criminal and ten'Orist 
organizations control the avenues of approach to the U.S. and utilize these avenues to 
smuggle humatlS and illegal narcotics. These same organizations then use the Jack of 
oversight on .southbound cargo to transport money and weapons to the cartels- thus 
fueling the violence and destruction, 

During the period of National Guard support to Port and Highway Interdiction, Texas 
guardsmen were credited with well over $1 billion dollars in drug seizures per year. 
Texas also laid claim to well over $27 million in cash sei2ures in one year alone. These 
statistics prove the viability and impo11ance of having Oua1-d ~en and women working 
the secondary search areas along the bordcl'- freeing uoifonned officers to be out in front 
of the public. 

The threat to Texas and the United States by d111g trafficking organi2ations is clear. A 
holistic approach must be taken to quell the violence, death and destruction caused by 
these narco-tcrrorist organi7ations. Port and Highway inteniiction is a aitical aspect of 
this approach and must be reinstated immediately. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Rep. Sam Johnson (TX-03) 

I"'IINTfO Olf N:C'ICLEO PAPEA Ill 



.. • Apr. 24. 2009 1:20PM No. Oi71 P. 3 

2 

· · ~AAtJL 
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Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!\oust of Rqntsmtatiots 
fU1mmitttr on S!ppropriations 
Washington, B~ 20515-6015 

April3, 2009 

JERRY LCWl!;. CAUFOANIA 
C. W. BU YOUNG. Fl.OfiiDI>. 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOlF, VIRGNA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TIAHRT. KANSAS 
ZACH WANII'. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROI!fRT B. ADERHOLT. ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL 1(. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOH'I ABIIEY CULBERSON. T!XAS 
MARl< STEVEN KIRK, IWNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORio.t. 
DE-SR. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROONEY Al£XANOER, LOUISIAKA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. OHIO 
TOM~ OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF OIIIECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETD 

TEUEPHONE: 
12021n54n1 

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization 
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples, 
Rome, and Venice, Italy !md Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of 
April 14 - 20, 2009. . 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Kevin Jones, staff 
member of the Committee on Appropriations to travel on this CODEL. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 
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DeBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIRO ROOAIGUEZ. TEXAS 
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JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!loo.st of Rrprmenmtium 
~mmittu on gppropriations 
:m!Jashington, llft 20515-6015 

April 7, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNio\ 
C. w. BILL YOIJNG, FlORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENTUCKY . 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK I:II'IGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELINGHIJYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
V.CH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADeRHOLT. ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K SIMI'SON.IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDeR CRENSHAW, FlORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN ft. CARTER, TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANII 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. V.TOIJI'lETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY FHETO 

TELEPHONE; 
12021225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated February I 0, 2009, granting authorization for 
members and staff of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Italy and Ireland on April 14-
20,2009. 

The purpose of this addendwn letter is to authorize travel and per diem expenses incurred 
by post personnel traveling outside of their duty station in support ofCODEL travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

ru~. 
DavidR.O~ Chairman lbey / 



C!tongrcss nf tiJ£ 1ituitcb states 
ma.slfhtgtnu, 1,9(! 20515 

April 9,2009 

President Barack Obama , 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Re: Funding for the Purchase ofF-22s in the FY2010 Department of Defense Budget 

Dear President Obama: 

We are gravely concerned regarding recently announced plans to cap production of the F-
22A Raptor at 187 aircraft. Simply put, this number is insufficient to meet potential threats to 
America and to guarantee our nation's air superiority decades into the future. Over 30 air 
campaign studies completed over the last I 5 years have validated a requirement for far more than 
187 F-22 Raptors to replace the original force of 800 F-15 A-D Eagles. The decision announced 
by Secretary Gates not only ignores these facts, but also the validated requirement of our very · 
own Air Force. 

, . . :fu 1 
. : • S~~ Gates indicated his connnitment to the F-3?J·9~l ~~~ f~ghter as America's 

· .. 5 ; generation ·fighter jet. While the JSF is a very capable platfo~--~ ~"is· designed for multi-role 
~~: ~sions and-. not op~zed for the air dominance .• »#ssioriS ·of the F.-.t].~· !Joreover, it is 
several years away from full-scale production. ' \ \ ~ · · 

. . 
. As discussed in the January 21 letter to you signed by-194 House Members, the F-22 

program annually provides over $12 billion of economic activity to the national economy. As 
we face one of the most trying economic times in recent history it is imperative to preserve 
existing high paying, specialized jobs that are critical to our nation's defense. Over 25,000 
Americans work for the 1 ,000+ suppliers in 44 states that manufacture this aircraft. Moreover, it 
is estimated that another 70,000 additional Americans indirectly owe their jobs to this program. 

Mr. President, in light of these concerns and in consideration of the importance oftbe F-
22 program to both American national and economic security, we strongly urge you to 
reconsider this decision and to certify that continued production of this vital asset is indeed in the 
national interest ofthe United States. 

Sincerely, 

PRINTED ON RECYCL£0 PAPEFI 

Phil Gingrey 
Member of Congress 
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ember of Congress 

~c.z-~ . 
EhJah Cummings ~ 
Member of Congress 

(~· 
Dean Heller 
Member of Congress 

Michael T. McCaul 
Member of Congress · 

Re: Fu.."lding for the Pur:::hase ofF ·22s in the FY20 10 Department of Defense Budget.. · 
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Member of Congress 

Carol Shea-Porter 
Member of Congress 

Don Young 
Member of 
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Member of Congress 

3 
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Rlchard Neal 
Member of Congress 

BJQS~ 
Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 

- <6~--fl v~~ 
Paul Broun 
Member of Congress 

Re: Funding for the Purcha.<>e ofF-22s in the FY2010 Departmem of Defense Budget 
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SV&<;OMMrrTEE ON STAll! , 
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SUDCOMMmEE ON 
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SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

As a supporter of the Obama Administration's Iraq withdrawal plan, I would ask that, as 
practicable, the Department of Defense withdraw National Guard troops prior to any other 
military personnel. 

The National Guard has a well established history of keeping our homeland safe. Their 
deployment in Iraq places states in difficult situations. States are more likely to be impaired 
when responding to an emergency because of the small number of personnel available and the 
absence of essential equipment. The personal and financial strain placed on the National Guard 
and their families are particularly difficult due to the fact that the majority of National Guard 
men and women work full-time jobs in addition to their military service. 

In my home state of New Jersey, pending before the State Senate is a resolution declaring 
that the Congressioual Authorization for the Use of Military Force (AUMF) of October 16, 2002, 
bas expired, and urging the President to return all New Jersey National Guard troOps. New Jersey 
is not alone in this sentiment. States such as Oregon, New Mexico, Maryland, Vermont, and 
~y. ~thers have similar measures pending in their state legislatures. 

Our soldiers deserve the most thoughtful and sound plan to return home. I rcspectfully 
request that. as soon as practicable, the Department of Defense prioritize the withdrawal of 
National Guard troops from Iraq before other military personnel. I look forward to your kind and 
prompt reply: · 

SRR:ag 

PRINTED ON RECYQ.ED PAI'fR 

·sincerely, 

SJ-~~ 
Steven R. Rothman 
Member of Congress · 
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April17,2009 

Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs (Acting) 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Marrone: 

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK 
ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARVLAND 
HOWARD P. "BUCK" Mc:KEOI\I, CALIFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS 
WALTERS. JONES, NORTHCAAOU"'A 
W. TOilD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. RANOY fORBES. IIIRGINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOE WILSON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
FR.t.NK A. LoBIONOO, NEW JERSEY 
ROB BISHOP, VTAH 
IMCHAEl TURNER. OHIO 
JOHN I(IJIE, MINNESOTA 
IIIKE ROGERS. .t.LAIIAMA 
TRENT FRANKS, AAIZO"'A 
BLL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CAlWY Md'oiQIIRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
K. MICHAEL OONAWAV. TEXAS 
DOUG I.AM80RN, COLORADO 
ROB WITIMAN. IIIRGNA 
MARY FAWN, OKLAHOMA 
DUNCAN HUNTER. CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. FlEMING, lOUISIANA 
MIKE COFFMAN. C0U0RA00 
THOMAS J. ROON!Y, FLORIDA 

ERIN C. OONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

I am writing to request that Mr. Steven R. Miller, Director of Operations Analysis 
Procurement Planning Division for the Office of the Secretary of Defense, Cost Analysis 
Improvement Group, and Mr. Joshua T. Hartman, Director of the Space and Intelligence 
Capabilities Office and Senior Advisor to the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics, testify before the House Armed Services Subcommittee on Strategic 
Forces on space system acquisitions and the industrial base on Thursday, April30, 2009 at 1:00 
PM in room 2212 Rayburn House Office Building. 

Over the past decade, most national security space acquisition programs have 
experienced significant cost growth and schedule delays. The subcommittee requests your 
testimony on the causes of these problems, and on the capacity of the space industrial base to 
deliver satellites in a timely and cost-effective manner. Specifically, the subcommittee would 
ask that you address the following questions: What are the root causes of cost growth and 
schedule delays in the acquisition of national security space systems? Are plans for national 
security space acquisitions properly balanced with the industry's capacity to deliver? What 
recommendations should the Congress or the executive branch consider for addressing these 
problems? 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 35 copies of their prepared statements be delivered to Mr. Zach Steacy in room 
2216 Rayburn House Office Building by the morning of Tuesday, Apri128, 2009. In addition, 
consistent with the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically 
available to the general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided 
to the committee in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to 
zachary.steacy@mail.house.gov or disk. 



Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Apri117, 2009 
Page Two 

I appreciate your assistance and look forward to Mr. Miller and Mr. Hartman's testimony. 
Should you have any questions, please contact Mr. Bob DeGrasse on the committee staff at (202) 
225-2191. 

EOT:bd 

Sincerely, 

ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 
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COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
'2157 RAYBURN House OFFice Buu.otNG 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
WashingtonJ DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

MajorJtv (202)22!).5051 
Minority (202)225-6074 

April 21 J 2009 

The House Conunittee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Under Rules X and XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, the Committee is investigating government-wide vulnerabilities 
related to information security, particularly in the area of cyber security. 

Today, The Wall Street Jow-nal reported that computer spies may have infiltrated the 
Department of Defense's Joint Strike Fighter (JSF) Program. which is reportedly the most 
expensive weapons program ever managed by the Department. 1 Citing both current and former 
government officials as a source, the article reports that cyber attackers were able to copy data 
related to the design and electronics system of the F-35 Lightning D by infiltrating the computer 
systems of contractors involved with the·JSF Program.2 Fuflher, the article reports that these 
attacks may have originated from a foreign source. 

If true, these allegations are serious and potentially far~reaching. Given the potential 
national security implications of this matter, we hereby request that the Department provide 
Committee staff with a briefing regarding the events alleged in the above article. After receiving 
this briefing, the Committee may request additional briefmgs and/or information from the 
Department. 

1 "Computer Spies Breach Fighter-Jet Project," The Wall Street Jounuzl (April21, 20()8), p. AI. 
2 See id. 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Page2 

To arrange the briefmg, please have your staff contact Christopher Knauer or Kevin 
Barstow with the Majority staff at (202) 225-5051 and Christopher Bright with the Minority staff 
at (202) 225-5074. In the meantime, if you have any questions related to this request, please do 
not hesitate to contact us directly or have your staff contact Committee staff. The allegations 
raised in this article are serious and we appreciate your understanding of the urgency of this 
request. 

Sincerely, 

Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 
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President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President, 

April 21, 2009 

558 Pi.EA&ANT STIIEET 
ROOM 309 

NEW BEDFOIID, MA 02740 
1608)9~ 

THE JONES BUII..DING 
29f!ROAOWAV 

SUrrE 310 
TAUNTON, MA02790 

(508}822-4798 

I have told people that I think it is reasonable to wait on the question of repealing the anti·gay 
military policy until you have put the Iraq policy in place and some dust has settled with the 
military. Specifically, I've argued that we should be doing hate crimes and a nondiscrimination 
bill this year, and deal with the military policies for next year. But the recent statement by 
Secretary Gates suggesting that it isn't clear that we're ever going to do this is not only very 
disappointing to me personally, but a source of significant unhappiness among people who 
supported you very strongly. I realize that this was Secretary Gates' musing and not your 
position, but given the fact that he is the Secretary of Defense and said it, I think it is important, 
and I have told this to both Rahm and Greg, that you make it clear that this is not your 
administration \s policy and that you do intend to get to it in this Congress. 

THIS STATIONEIW PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED fiBERS 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 22, 2009 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation to Jordan, Qatar, 
Iraq, and the United Kingdom during the approximate time period of May 6-12, 2009. 
The purpose of this trip is to meet with government officials in each country to discuss 
issues of mutual concern. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at 
no cost to the government. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later 
date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108 (g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

1\o-n ?~ 
NANCY;!OSI 
Speaker o;"t House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
The Pentagon Room 3E 880 
Washington 01 

Dear S:ea:tmn,.~ii= 

April 24, 2009 
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wolf.house.gov 

I write to strongly recommend that.you read Andrew Krepinevich's book, 7 Deadly 
Scenarios: A MilitatY Futurist Exnlores War in the itst Century. which was published by 
Bantam earlier this year. at your earliest convenience. 

Drawing on his extensive research as a consultant to several secretaries of defense, the 
CIA, the Homeland Security Counci~ and the Joint Forces Command, Mr. Krepinevicb offers a 
grave assessment of seven critical global trends and their potential to develop into security crises 
for the United States. He paints a stark picture of the enormous security challenges we Mil 
experience should Pakistan collapse, dirty bombs be detonated inside the U.S., or the world 
experience a global pandem~c. to name a few. 

7 Deadly Scenarios has received acclaim from Sens. Jack Reed and Joe Li~ as 
well as national security journalists, such as Tom Ricks. I have enclosed a sUmmary of the book. 
key reviews, and his full biography for your reference. 

Best wishes. 

FRW:tc 

TillS STA110111ERY PfiiNlCO ON PAI'E" MADE Of RECYCLED FIBB'IS 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April2S, 2009 

I am writing to infonn you of my intention to lead a delegation to China during 
the approximate time period ofMay 22-31, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to meet with 
government officials in each country to discuss issues of mutual concern. For protocol 
purposes only. spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would finnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U .S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter . 

I' . sincerely, 

no..'-'11>~ 
NANCY PELO~I 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department ofDefe~ 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 28, 2009 

In your April 6, 2009 press conference on fiscal year 2010 major budget issues you 
announced a series of key defense program equipment decisions that you had recommended to 
the President. 

In support of your view that the American people deserve "to learn of these 
recommendations fully and in context," we would very much appreciate being provided, by the 
time the fiscal year 2010 budget is submitted to Congress. the background materials that led to 
your decisions. 

We ask that the materials provided by the services to your office in supporting their 
recommendations be provided, as well as the analysis completed, the options considered, the 
supporting rationale for your final decision, and the detailed recommendation you made to the 
President for the F-22, Combat Search and Rescue-X, F-35, Joint Cargo Aircraft, Future Combat 
Systems, KC-X, and the Next Generation Bomber. The requested detailed infonnation for each 
program of interest is provided in attachments. 

Sincerely, 

rTY1~~~·o ~ 
'-' ·~eil~bercrombie 

Chainnan, 

NAIRB: bg 
Enc. 

Air and Land Forces 
Subcommittee 

Roscoe Bartlett 
Ranking Member, 
Air and Land Forces 

Subcommittee 



I ' 

Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Department of the Air 
Force for the FY 2010 budget and Future Years Defense Program for the quantity and budget for 
the KC-X program. 

The analysis completed by your office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your 
fina1 decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President. 

Subsequent to your April 6 press conference, you were quoted by two news organizations a~ 
saying that the program costs oft\vo KC-X variants would be an additional $7-14 billion. Please 
provide the analysis and data that supports how $14 billitm was determined to be the upper limit 
of the estimate. 

Concmting cost and schedule, how did you anive at your decision to conduct a competition that 
would result in the down select to only one winner? 

Attachment 6 
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Next Generation Bomber (NOB) 

Written recommendations made and supporting materials provided by the Air Force for the FY 
2010 budget and Future Years Defense Program for the quantity and budget for the NGB 
program. 

The analysis completed by your·office; the options considered; the supporting rationale for your 
final decision; and the detailed recommendation made to the President. 

Given the current phase ofthe NGB acquisition program, please provide your specific concerns. 
issues and aspects of the acquisition program that support your statement "we will not pursue a 
development program ... until we have a better understanding ofthe need, the requirement, and 
the technology." 

Please provide the amount and status of any previous or current fiscal year funds 
authorized/appropriated. obligated and expended for the NGB program. 

Please provide the status of any NGB acquisition program contracts awarded and the estimated 
termination liability costs associated with each. 

Please provide a detailed description of the public and/or private sector workforce impacts and 
risks involved with preservation ofindustrial base capabilities associated with tennination of the 
NGB program. 

Attachment 7 
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EDU(;ATlON AND LABOR • B.£'. ttousr of Rfllrmmtntinr.s 

- Honorable Roberts M. Oates 
The PentagOll 
Wuhington. D.C. 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

Uashington, ll¢ 10515-0511 

May 1. 2009 

14b002 
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-1:11111----
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LCAJQN.CA­/11_,_ ----· 

I am writing this letter to respecttully request that you restrict any military pctSOJlllOl 
from lcavina the United States and crossing into Mexico. t urge that you take immediate actim 
of this important matter. 

As you know, the recent spread of the "Swine Flu" has caused IIWlY to fall gravely ill in 
the United States. This mornblg, officials at Marine Base Camp Pendleton confirmed that two 
Marines have "Swine Flu" and are clll'l'eQtly hospitalized and recovering in quarantine. In 
addition, a third Marine at Air Grollnd Combat Center at Twentynine Palms bas been infected. 
He is cwrently in isolation along with 30 of his fellow Marines that he came in contact with. 

While 1here have been lhnited deaths in the U.S. related to tb.ia illness, it is imperative 
that we are proactive in prevent:ing oar men and women in uniform :&om contractina this deadly 
virus. In Older to maintain combat effectiveness and prevent the spread of this sidmess to other 
members of our military and their families, we must temporarily prohibit the travel of U.S. 
military pctt~cmnel into Mexico which is highly infected with lhe '"Swine Flu." Furthermore. the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Conlrol and Prevention (CDC) issued an April 27 notice recommending 
that American citizens avoid all nonessential travel to Mexico at this time. It would be reckless 
and irresponsible if we did not heed this warning and continued to allow our service personnel to 
cross into Mexico. 

can Hunter 
Member of Congress 
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JIM COOPER. lfNNESSEE 
JIM MARSHALL. GEORGIA 
MADELEINE Z.IIORDALLO. GUAM 
BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA 
PATRICK J. MURI'HY. PENNSYLVANIA 
HANK JOHNSON, GEOR<liA 
CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COURTNEY. CONNECTICUT 
DAVID LOEaSACK. FCWA 
JOE SESTAK, PE"NSVLYANIA 
~BfiiELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS. MASSACHUSETTS 
GLENN NVE, VIRGINIA 
CHEUIE PINGREE. MAINE 
lARRY KISSEU. NORT>< CAROLINA 
MARTIN HEINRICH, NEW MEXICO 
fRAN!( M. KRATOVIL. .HI., MARVLANO 
ERIC J.J. MASSA. NEW YORK 
BOBBY BRIGHT, ALABAMA 

The Honorable WilJiam J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1 010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1010 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

April 30, 2009 

JOHN M. McHUGH. NEW YOIIK 
R06COE G. BARTLETT. MARVLANO 
HOWARD P. "BUCK" Mc:ICEON, CAUFORNIA 
MAC THORNBERRY. TE.KAS 
WALTER a JONES, NORTH CAIIOUNA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J. IIANOV FORBfS, VIRGINIA 
JEFF MUER, FI.OIIIDA 
JOE WILSON. SOUTH CAIIOUNA 
FIIANII.A. L.aaONDO. NEW JEIISEV 
ROB BISHOP. UTAH 
MICHAEL TURHER. OHIO 
JOHN KUNE. MINNESOTA 
MIKE ROGERS,/>J.NJJWIA 
TRENT fRANKS, AAIZONA 
BILL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
CATHV loleMOARIS ftOOGEAS, WASHINGTON 
K. IWOIAELCOI\IAWAY, TEXAS 
DOUG LAMBCIAN, COl.ORADO 
ROB WITlMAN,I/IIGINIA 
MARY FAU.fll, OKlAH()MA 
DUNC.OIII HUNTER, CAUFORMA 
JOHN C. FLEMWG, LllUSIANA 
MIKE COFFMAN. COLOIIADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FlORIDA 

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF DIRECTOR 

. You are invited to testify before the House Armed Services Committee on The 
Department of Defense at High Risk: The Chief Management Officer's Recommendations for 
Acquisition Reform and Related High Risk Areas on Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 10:00 AM in 
room 2118 Rayburn House Office Building. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by Monday, May 4, 2009. In addition, consistent with the House rules 
requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the general public, 
Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee in electronic 
form, This request may be sati$fied by a transmittal via e-mail to Caterina Dutto at 
caterina.dutto@mail.house.gov. 

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your 
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff 
at (202) 225-6703 or at andrew.hunter@mail.house.gov. 

IS:cd 

vi~Y t'Ut.ltAf:=.-..!• 
IKE SKEL ON 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary :~~. 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Ed Pastor, Chairman of the House 
delegation to the US-Mexico Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation of Members 
and staff to Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The 
purpose of the trip is to attend the annual meeting of the US-Mexico blterparliamentary 
Group. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
offtmds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

ncerely, ([>~ 

NAN -::lsi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk· 
U.S. House of Representatives 

liD 



The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April30,2009 

This is in f\lrther reference to my letter of February 23, 2009, regarding Codel 
Hoyer. 

Please note the new dates of May 26-29, 2009, and tbat the delegation will only 
be traveling to Denmark. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is n · · und transport&~ to facili1ate this mission, as well as Marine · 
escort (b)(S) military air transportation. Authorization fur the expenditure 
of funds for the actUal and necessary expeuses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

r;~r.r~ 
NANCYPEWSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 . 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 30, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Rush Holt, a Member of the House 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Macedonia, 
Kosovo, and Bosnia and Herzegovina on official business during the approximate time 
period of May 25- JlUle 2, 2009. The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings 
with members of the Kosovo Assembly and of the Assembly of the Republic of 
Macedonia in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation 
will meet with members of the national parliament, the national executive, and entity 
leaders regarding the status of Bosnia's governance. A list of authorized Members and 
staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the 
government for protocol purposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk . 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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April IS, 2009 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 

Presjdent Obama, 

1&01 ~ Houll Offa lluii.DINII 
w...-ro.~, OC21161B 

12021226-'1812 
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~KIMMII!DIIMi 
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As you are well aware, piracy has become a serious threat to both American and international 
shipping. The majority of these pirate attacks have taken place along the coastline of Somalia­
a coastline the same length as the United States eastern seaboard- and in the Gulf of Aden north 
of Somalia. 

The recent kidnapping of Captain Richard Phillips following a raid on his commercial ship, the 
Maersk Alabama, by Somali pirates proves more aggressive action is needed to combat piracy. 
The incident involving the Maersk Alabama was a spectacular show of courage, good luck, the 
extraordinary military skill of U.S. Special Forces and the smart decision-making by the Captain 
of the USS Bainbridge, Commander Frank Castellano. Unfortunately, in the future, the pirates 
may be unwilling to take a ship's Captain hostage to protect the safety of the crew or the crew of 
a merchant vessel may be unable to fight back. They were very lucky that the U.S. Navy arrived 
before the pirates were able to make it back to land which would have made it extremely difficult 
to track them down. 

The piracy problem is not a law enforcement challenge because the pirates have unrestricted 
access to Somali port facilities and Jand bases that are sanctioned by the governing .institutions of 
Somalia irrespective of how dysfunctional they are. This is a military problem and these attaclcs 
on U.S. merchant ships constitute an act of war on the United States. 

A new course of action should be reviewed. Sending U.S. Warships to patrol these waters isn't 
enough to protect U.S. flagged merchant ships. This is an area that is 1.1 million square miles 
and the U.S. Navy, or any navy, has their hands full trying to protect this vital shipping lane. 
The placement of small detachments ofU.S. Marines or sailors aboard U.S. flagged merchant 
ships would help bring an end to the piracy problem off of the coast of Somalia for U.S. 
commercial shipping. This would be a much more cost effective way of ending any advantage 
that the pirates have. New rules of engagement should give U.S. military personnel, ·assigned to 
U.S. merchant ships, the authority to engage any small boat if it demonstrates hostile intent when 
approaching a U.S. merchant ship. 

f'IUN1B) ON RECYCLED PAPER 



There is a precedent for using U.S. military personnel on U.S. flagged merchant vessels. During 
WWII, U.S. military personnel were deployed on U.S. flagged ships to provide protection. 
These detachments were called "The Naval Anned G~" and were established ¢er the 1941 
repeal of the ''Neutrality Act of 1936,11 which had outlawed the arming o U.S. merchant vessels. 

It isn't necessary to talk about military operations against the pirates along the Somali coastline 
when we have the option to put small military detachments on board U.S. commercial ships. 
These raids would not only put members of our military unnecessarily at risk but there would 
always be the potential for collateral damage causing harm to the innocent hostages and civilians 
in the target areas. 

Mr. President, how many sailors and Marines are available for such actions and are you willing 
to temporarily station military detachment on U.S. flagged merchant ships? 

Thank you for your time and I look forward to your response. 

· Sincerely, 

Ake,g__ 
Mike Coffman, M.C. 

CC: The Honorable Robert Gates 
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The Honomble Robert M. Oa~ 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense P~tagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

MayS·.2009· 

Your intemal budget process oonsists of serious deli:betalion on threat analysis, risk 
assessment and cost benefit tradeoff's fn r<:gard to budgetary decisions-. This information is 
critical forMembers of Congress and the pubUc:to knQw, and forthil reason I am-c~ 
about a disturbing trend ·of restricting budget and inspection information within 1he.·Department 
of Defense. 

I understand that you· recently Mked senior official$ in the :O~t to. sign a Non· 
disclosure Agreement as it. relates to the President's FYJO ,Budget ~pesal. While I fully 
undetstand that some of1~ discussions must be kept confidential. I em concemed.that 1) this 
agreement is not strictly limited to predecisional discussions, and l) .that COngress may be 
excluded from oversight ana eng~ent due to the restriCtionS put in .iJlace by- this a~~t. 

Specifically. the Agreement states that, budget-related infonnation restricted ineludes . 
"[information,] P..t:'edeeisional or othenvis~ concerning the Adminfstration"s deliberation of the 
nature and amounts of the President's budget for Fiscal ¥ ear.20l 0, and any. supplemental budget 
request submitted during the c~nt fiscal year.', Can I expect a candid. answer from a senior 
military official When I ask them. about the process used·to establi~ priorities, either now, or 
after the President's detailed Budget is released to the public? Membe~ of Congress deserve 
candid answers from senior military officers that are not suppressed or censor~ithenlireetly. 
or implicitly via-a culture of regulations that muzzles their independent professional judgm~. 

. We are wellaware that O.n1}' the President. and his ~taff • the, ftd.l ~~nues tmd resooree 
requirements of the Unit~ ·States·Govemment, and members of his Administration are expected 
to implement his guidance. However. the Constitution tlharges:Con~ not the Executive, with 
the mandate to raise ·and support armies and na-vies. and it grants authority to CongieSS to fund 
the budget for our defense and the o~ constitutional ~nSibilities. I am c:on~~ 1mtt 
these-restrictions on tbe deliberation of these tradeofm·atc reflected in the;- President'·s Budget this 
year and future years severely and unn«essarily limits the Congress .in these constitutional 
duties. 

The Cbngress, atldthe.Nation as a whQle, can iU-.-ff:ord 01¢ Nt!ttion's seniQr military 
~detship to be forced to equivocate or be pedantic in so far as their professional opinion is 
concerned. particularly as it relates to risk -caloulation and thieat analysis associated with. tho 
priorities of the Department ofDefe~ and the allocation of'taxpayer dollars; 



Furth~Qrt, I am concerned: to learn *at previously tmclBssiffed INSURV ~ 
will now be classified. It is someti.nl~ only through the _.medja ~ ·pll:hlic awareness. as was this 
case with the inspections of1he- US3 Stout and USS Chosin, that.we team of the urgent need to 
address some of the Shortthlls the miiifary has-,_.including the $417 million sitortrall m41hip depot 
maintenan~ . .fot this year alone. If~ "'po~·are cla$Sified, we are unable t(l commurueate 
these ileeds:tQ the pl,lblic. 

Lastly,.senior .Army-officials abrupfty wi'thdrew·trom a recent heaiing -before the House 
Armed Services Air and Land Forees Subcommittee dliFuture Combat Systtm. This: hearing 
was to rocus ob:t.he- status of the FCS program in light of a teoettt OAO rC>pOtt that blade 
~endations on.this ·system. The$e actions contbme to:().®tribute,to the perceptiOn tbatthe 
Department in not-interested iJl engaging with Congress to determine, the best~ble .solution. 
The classification of inspections and excluding Congress ftom budgetary discUSSion s.erve as an 
impediment for Con:gress to fulfill its ·constitutional tesp6nsibility to .provide th~ ileCe'SSaJy 
.resources to support our national security st.:1$egy and the rest of the federal govemmcn1t. 

More than ever, our budget needs a close look. In fact, President. 0~ indicated in -one 
of hiS firSt Executive Orders concernin& the F~om of Information Act, that "A demoetacy 
requires accountabi'tity, and acooWitability ·requires transpatency. As JUStice Louis Bnntdeis. 
wrote, 'sunli8ht is said to be the best of.disimeGtantS. "' ·we,understand .. th~ most budp,t 
4oc~~ Afe·~ot ~ubjectto FOlA -~er S. VSG S$2{b)(S)t.tmd it tUa)' be timely to ec~er 
this exemption. · 

There· is no more serious responsibility that President Obama,. ~or we have thaD tO_ 
en!iure the ·security· ofthi$ great.N{ltion. We remain.strong SUPPQttefJ of yQUi' efforts end of tbe 
candor witb which you bave tmifietfbefQre Congress. We look.:lbJ.'W&Td to WOI~ witb.you to 
ensure our Nation has the defense jt needs. Thanks you for your usistance~ 

Sincerely, 





------------------------------

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This Jetter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House 
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation of Members and 
staff to Norway, Sweden, and Finland during the approximate period of May 22-31, 
2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend the NATO PA's Spring Session and to 
meet with govermnent officials in each country in conjunction with the mission of the 
Assembly. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no costto the 
govenunent. A list of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and ·necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). . 

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, bas 
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre. 

· Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n~ 'P~ 
NANCY Pd.OSJ 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 23, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Richard E. Neal, Chairman of the US­
Ireland Interparliamentary Group, to lead a delegation ofMembers and staff to Jrelind, 
Northern Ireland, and the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 26-
July 5, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to express the United States' strong support for 
the new power-sharing government in Belfast and to meet with government officials in 
both countries to discuss issues of mutual concern. For protocol pwposes only, spouses 
may travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a 
later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

nAin~?~ . 
NANCYPEL SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. MiJier, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS, WASHINGTON 
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CAROL SHEA·PORlER, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
JOE COUIITNOY, CONNECTlCUT 
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JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA 
GABRiELLE GIFFORCS, ARIZONA 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May6, 2009 

DOUG LAMIIClRN. COlORADO 
R08wmMNC,III-.u. 
MN1Y FALUN, OKLAHOUA 
DUNCAN HUNTER, CAUFOANIA 
JOHN C. R.EMI'lG, LOUISIANA 
MIKE COfFMAN, COlORADO 
THOMAS J. ROONEY, FL!)AIDA 

ERIN C. CONATON. ST.\FF DWIECTOil 

You are invited to testify before the House Anned Services Committee on the ~iscal Year 
2010 National Defense Budget Request from the Department ofDefense on Wednesday, May 
13, 2009 at 10:00 am in room 2118 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee 
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the members. Therefore, it 
is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2120 Rayburn 
House Office Building by the morning of Monday, February 4, 2008. In addition, consistent with 
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the 
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee 
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail or disk. 

I appreciate your willingness to appear before the committee and look forward to your . 
testimony. Should you have any questions, please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff 
at (202) 225-6703 or at Andrew.Hunter@mail.house.gov. · 

IS:cd 

liD 



TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
15TH DosnucT. ILL-

AGRICULTURE 
GENI!tu.o. F ...... COMMODm!$ 

AMD RisK MANAGEMENT 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

HIGHWAYS AND TIU.NSIT 

RAn.ltOADII, PIPELINES, ANO 

HAzAAoous MATE-S 

April23, 2009 

Congrt5~ of tbt llniteb S>tatt~ 
j'(Jo~e of .Brpre•mtatibt!i 
~ington. JK 20515-1315 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Dr. Robert Gates, Secretary 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

ftB'l..VTO: 

WASHINGTON OffiCI:: 

0 1207lONOWORTH HOUSE OfficE lkJILOINQ 
W~GTCN, DC 201115 

0 

D 

0 

12021 225-2371 

DISTRICT OR'ICE&: 

2004FoKO­
C>lAMPAJGN,Il G1820 

1217)403-«i!!O 

202 NORTH PR08PICT Ro..D 
SUITE 203 

lk.OoMINGTON, IL 01704 
1309) 663-70Q 

15155 West IJNcoLN 
UNIT I 

Dwll&ITON, ll 8111211 
12171 341H7U 

1001 MAMET S111EET 
SuiTE 102 

MouNT CARMEL, ll6Z883 
1618) 262~719 

I am writing you today to lend my support for Cbana l.li)s, Inc and their STfR Phase n 
funding for the Micro-burner based flame Ionization IllfiiDctors for Micro--scale Gas 
Chromatographs. 

Chana Labs is a cutting edge company that cunen.tly is wodda• on vapor and particle 
sampling vacuums, handheld explosive detec:tors in addition to the iODi:zation detecton. 
Their work will have .a wide range of uses and could prove Vf%Y useful in National 
Security_. fer~ pasomel. · 

I ask that Cbana ~ Inc be givc:D any and all consideration for STilt Pfiise !lfi...... ·. 
If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance please feel free to contact me at 
(217) 403-4690. 

Timothy V. Johnson 
Member of Congress 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515 

Ro&£RT Wt:XLEA 
19TH DISTRICT OF FLOIOID4 

April27, 2009 

Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense· 
1400 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, DC 20jO 1-1400 

Dear Robert: 

·. ' ~ r ' 

I would like to offer. my sineerest congratulations to you as you ~gin 
serving as Secretary· of Detense. Your appointment to this position is 
indicative not only of your qualifications to serve, but of your commitment 
to President Obama's message of change and your desire to lead our nation 
through the many challenges we face. 

At this trying time in our nation's history, I have no doubt that your 
leadership in the U.S. Department of Defense wiU be a benefit to all who 
serve with you, and I look forward to working with you and President 
Obama as we lead our nation in a new direction. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me anytime I may be of assistance to you as you work with 
President Obama, Vice President Bielen, and the Executive Cabinet to 
accomplish these goals. 

'""''•M''• ~ ,-. .. ~-.. .,,• , , •• •• ,,, 
00
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PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON: INTELLIGENCE 

HVC-304, THE CAPITOL 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

1202} 225-7690 

MICHAEL J. Dfi.AIIEY 
ST AFI' DIAECTOA 

DAfot BORElli, OKLAHOMA 

fiETER HOl:KSl'RA, MICHIGAt4, flANKING MEa..BER 
ELTON GAIJ.EGL Y, CAUFORNI.-. 

' JAME$ M, LfWIS 
MINORITV STAFF DIRECTOR 

WAC THOIINSERRV, TEXAS 
MI~E ROO{RS, MtCHIGAirrrl 
SUE MYAIC:K. 1 NORTH CAROliNA 
HOY 9LUH"r, MISSOURI 
JEFF Mll.UR, FLORIDA 
JOtft KUHE, MINNESOTA 
K • MOCHAEL CONAWAY, TEKAS 

t.IANCV PElOSI, SI:JEAKER 
JOHN A. 80EHNER, MPUBUCAN LEADER 

May 5, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates · · 1 
Secretary of Defense 
Office of the Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

The Subcommittee on Intelligence Community Management of the House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence will hold an open hearing on the Government Accounting Office's 
upcoming report on Personnel Security Clearance Reform from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm on 
Tuesday, May 19, 2009. We invite you or yotir designee to testify at this open session. 

In March of 2008, our Subcommittee requested that the Government Accolln.tability Office 
(GAO) evaluate the joint ODNI-DOD reform effort, relative to best practice standards that GAO 
has used to evaluate other government reform efforts. The Committee also asked GAO to review 
the criteria that the Administration is using to assess the effectiveness of its efforts. The day of 
the hearing, GAO will release its report on those reform efforts. We request that you be prepared 
to respond to GAO's findings at the upcoming hearing. 

Please provide your statement for the record by May 14,2009. Please limit oral testimony to ten 
minutes. Questions regarding this hearing may be directed to Ms. Mieke Eoyang, Subcommittee 
StaffDirector, at 202-225-7690. 

Subcommittee on 
. Intelligence Community Management 

Sincerely, <o<.J. ~' 
~~1~~ 
Representativ! ;u:~,;:k- - _. 

Ranking Member 
Subconunittee on 

Intelligence Community Management 
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U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
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Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Gregorio K.iliJj Camacho Sablan to travel on a Congressional 
Delegation (CODEL) led by Congressman James Langevin to Ku\\rait, Iraq, Bahrain, Afghanistan, United Arab 
Emirates, and Gennany on May 24dl through June 2ad, 2009. The purpose oftbe trip is to visit Leadership and 
service: members and to visit the Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. Also, members will meet with U.S. Agency 
for International Development and State Department representatives to discuss education programs in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation. as may be 
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authori%ed pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). Travel will be conducted by militaly and/or commercial aircraft 
up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the 
U.S. Air FOI"QC give support to this Delegation. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Ms. Becky Cruz Lizama at 202~225-2646 or Mr. 
Craig Greene at 202-225-415 L. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

GM:ejh 

TOTAL P.02 



DEMOCIIATS 

- fii,NI;R, CAUFOIINIA, CHAIRMAN 

COIIRINE BROWN. FLORIDA 
VIC SNYDER. ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD. MAINE 
STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKOTA 
+iARFIV E. MITCHELL, ARIZONA 
JOH"-1 J_ HAll. NEW YORK 

11.~. J)ousr of l\rprrsrntatibrs 
DEBORAH L HALVORSON, ILLINOIS 
THOMAS S.P PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA 
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO 
CIAO 0. ROIJRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIO 
TIMOTHY J WALZ, MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. AOI.ER, NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA 
GLENN C NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BUilDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

hnp:/lveterans.house.gov 

April 30, 2009 

REPU!IUCANS 

STIIV£ B\IYEII. NJIANA. IIANICING 

CLIFF STEARNS. FLORIDA 
JERRY MORAN, KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MILLER. FLORIDA 
JOHN BOOZMAN, ARKANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COLORADO 
GUS M. BIURAKIS, FLORIDA 
VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA 
OAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPUBLICAN STAfF DIRECTOR 

AND CHIEf COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government 
business to Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May 
31,2009. 

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert 
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the 
Delegation's visit is to meet with regional leaders to di~c~s the potential progress on the 
Middle East Peace Process, the regional responSe to Iran's nuclear program, and Turkey's 
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the 
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Egypt, and Turkey. It 
would be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may 
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
authS>rj.zed pursuant to title-31, U.S.C, .. Section llO~(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

MS/jz 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May4,2009 

This is in ftn1her reference to my l~r of April 22, 2009, regarding the delegation 
I am leading May 6-12, 2009. Please note that the following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable Rush Holt (D-NJ) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Anns 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, ChiefofStaff, Speaker Pelosi 
Ms. Wyndee Parker, Senior Policy Advisor, Speaker Pelosi 
Mr. Drew H~ll. Communications Director 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Chief of Protocol for the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Yfla4~ 
N CYPELOSI 
S cr of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Mil er, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



~anq-~ 
~nftlf2~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr, Secretary: · 

May6,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 13,2009, regarding Codel 
Capps to Haiti. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Mazie Hirono (D-Hl) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) and Mr. Adesolu Omokunde 

Mr. John lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission 
Ms. Margarita Seminario, Professional Staff Member, HDAC 
Mr. Tonuny Ross, Legislative Director, Office of Rep. David Price 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Committee 
Ms. Muftiah McCartin, Committee Staff Director, HRC (Majority) 
Mr. Brad Smith, Committee StaffDirector, HRC (Minority) 
Mr. Clay Wellborn, Deputy Assistant Director, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Ms. Maureen Taft Morales, Senior Analyst, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

nnco<ely. ~ 

NAN:;LOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May6, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) to lead a 
delegation ofMembers and staff to the funeral of the late Honorable Jack F. Kemp. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense provide bus transportation and Air 
Force escort as needed to support the movement of current Members of Congress, former 
Members of Congress, and Congressional staffbetween the U.S. Capitol and Washington 
National Cathedral on Friday, May 8, 2009. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost 
to the government for protocol pwposes only. A complete list of Members and staff 
authorized to travel will follow at a later date. 

Authorization for the expenditure of funds should be made pursuant to 31 USC 
1108 (g) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt assistance with the matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May7, 2009 

Thill letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian .of the Ho~ to 
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and 
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of May 11, 2009. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as wen as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 OS(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

o~~:r~ --
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May7,2009 

This is fu f\K'ther referenCe to my letter of May 6, 2009 regardihg Codel Rangel (D-NY) 
to the funeral of'the late1Ionorable Jack F. Kemp. The following persons are authorized to 
travel: 

The Honorable Charles B. Rangel (D·NY) 
The Honorable Jerry Lewis (R-CA) 
The Honorable Dan Lungren (R-CA) and Mrs. Bobbi Lungren 
The Honorable James Moran (D· VA) 
The Honorable Mike Pence (R-IN) and Mrs. Karen Pence 
The Honorable Christopher H. Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith 
The Honorable Frank Wolf(R-VA) and Mrs. Carolyn Wolf 

The Honorable Dan Beard, Chief Administrative Officer 

The Honorable E. Thomas Coleman (Fonner Member) and Mrs. Coleman 
The Honorable James Courter (Former Member) 
The Honorable Gary Franks (Former Member) 
The Honorable Robert Livingston (Former Member) 
The Honorable Robert Michel (Forriter Member) 
The Honorable Donn Anderson (Former Officer of the House) 

Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner 
Mrs. Vicky Tiahrt 

Thank you in advance for yom prompt assistance with the matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

May 11,2009 

Last Thursday, Congress received the Department ofDefense's portion of the President's 
Fiscal Year 2010 budget submission. I understand that the detailed justification of budget estimates 
will be provided this week. Concun-ent with the submission of the budget details, I had also 
expected the Department to submit the report required by law regarding F/ A-18 procurement and 
the 30-year aviation force structure report. As you know, section 123 of the Duncan Hunter 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 {Public Law 11 0-417) requires you to 
submit a report comparing costs ofF/A-18 multi-year versus annual procurement options, not later 
than March 1, 2009. Further, section 23la of title 10, United States Code, requires you to submit an 
annual aircraft plan and certification along with the submission of the President's budget. 

Unfortunately, Committee staff has been told by the Under Secretary of Defense 
(ComptroJler) that these reports may not be submitted, or, at best, the F/A-18 multiyear report will 
be delayed and a "notional" thirty-year aviation plan might be submitted. If this is the case, I 
respectfully ask that you reconsider and transmit the two reports in a manner that is consistent with 
both the statute and the spirit of the law. The information requested in the required reports is 
critical to our Subcommittee's oversight responsibilities and for budget transparency. 

I look forward to working closely with you as we move through the authorization and 
appropriation process this year .. 

Sincerely. 

1\.J. ( ~ c;zL:.__;. 
W. TODD AKIN 
Ranking Member, 
Subcommittee on Seapower 
and Expeditionary Forces 

1111 
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COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

2138 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20516-6216 

(202) 225-3951 
http://www.house.gowjudiciary 

May7,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Office ofthe Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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On April21, 2009, Ranking Member Lamar Smith and I introduced H.R.1983, a 
bill to enact certain laws relating to small ·business as title 53, United States Code, "Small 
Business·." The· bill restates the· Small Business Act and the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958, along with related provisions in other Acts, as a new positive law title of the 
United States·Code. The new positive: law title replaces the existing provisions, which 
are repealed by the bill. 

I am writing to invite you, as the head of an agency with responsibility for 
administering laws that will be included in title 53, to review the bill, and to share it with 
other interested parties as appropriate. I ask ·that you and others bring any questions ~r 
S".Jggestions to the attention of the Office of the Law ReVision Counsel 8Ild, if you wish, 
to the attention of the Judiciary Co~ttee as well. · · · 

. . 

The bill was prepared by the Office of the Law Revision Cowsel of the House of 
Representatives as part of its ongoing responsibility under 2 U.S.C. §285b to prepare, and 
submit to the Committee on the Judiciary one title at a time, a complete compilation, · 
restatement, and revis·ion of the general and pennanent laws of the United States .... 

All changes in ·existing law made by the bill are purely technical in natur.e. The 
bill was prepared in accordance with the·statutory·standard for codification legislation, 
which is that the restatement of exi~g law shall conform to the wderstood policy, 
inte~ and purpose of Congress in the original enactments, with such amendments and 
corrections 8S will remove ambiguities, contradictions, and other imperfections. 
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Please note that the bill is not intended to make any substantive changes in the 
law. As is typical with the codification process, a number of non-substantive revisions 
are made, including the reorganization of sections into a more coherent overall structure, 
but these changes are not intended to have any substantive effect. Nor would changes of 
a substantive nature be within the scope of this bill. Rather, we are asking you and others 
to review the bill from a technical perspective, to help make sure that the bill does not 
inadvertently make changes that could be construed to have substantive effect, and that it 
does not create or maintain any ambiguities that can be clarified or contradictions that can 
be corrected. 

I would appreciate it if all comments could be received no later than November 3, 
2009, after which time the Committee will proceed to consider the bill and move it to the 
floor as expeditiously as possible. 

The bill, along with a detailed section-by-section explanation of the bill, can be 
accessed on the internet site of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel 
(http://uscode.house.gov/). Persons interested in obtaining a printed copy of the bill and 
explanation, and persons interested in submitting comments on the bill, should contact Tim 
Trushel, Senior CoWlSel, Office of the Law Revision CoWlsel, U.S. House of 
Representatives, H2-308 Ford House Office Building, Washington, DC, 20515. The 
telephone number is 202-226-9058, and the email address is Tim.Trushel@mail.house.gov. 

Thank you for your assistance. 



• OS/ ).llj 20U9 12: bll t.U lUUltiiiUtlll 

11.&. Jtnus.e of lltpresrntatiue.a 
6nuntttte on Utratt~portation anb Jnfrastrudutt 

Mt. Robert M. Gates 
Secrctuy of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1300 Defenae PentDgOn 
Wash DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

lllastJington~ JK 205l5 

. May 18, 2009 

W"V'-

I would like to invite you ot your representative to testify before the Committee on Coast 
Guard and Maritime Transportation reguding Piracy Apinat U.S~-Flagged Vessel.: Leaaons 
l...eamed. The hearing will take place on Wednc.day, May 20,2009 at 10:00 a.m. m Room 2167 of 
the Raybum House Office Building (HOB). 

Wilnc.ses must have 50 copies of written testimony hand-delivered to Room 507 Fotd 
HOB, to the attention of Ianta Summers, by close gf bulineas on Tuesday. Mty 19. 2009. In 
addition, 50 copies of testimony must be hand-delivered to 2165 Rayburn HOB, to the attention of 
Jimmy Miller, br close of bgsincss on TuesdSf May 19, 2009. Name, mailing address~ o~tion 
represented, lllld telephone number must appear on the f11ce of the testimony. 

For the pw:pose of complying with House Rule XI, clause 2(e)(4), requiring each committee 
to make ita publications available in electronic form to the maximum extent pr&ctic1able, each 
witness is strongly w:ged to submit testimony in Microsoft Word format (i.e. copy on di$k). 

Wit:ne&J$1 ars; recommended to limit their testimony to a. five-minute Oral summu;y of their 
swemenm. The fuU statement will be included in the printed .tecoro of the hearing. 

If you need special ~cconu:nodatiom, please con met Jimmy Miller at (202) 225-4472 at least 
four days before the hearing. 

IIIII 
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Secretary Gates 
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Ify(>u or your staff have any questions, pleaae contact John Cullather, Staff Director of the 
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime Tranapomtion, at (202) 226-6861. H.ia facsimile 
oumbct is (202) 226-8068. 

I look fotwud to your testitnooy. 

Sincerely, 

~i&~-1 
CbaU 
Subcommittee on Coast Guard and Maritime 
Transportation 
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I am writins to invite you ta tbe groundbrcaking of the "Remember Me'" Rose Garden in 
Washington, DC in order to honor the spirit of the men and ·women whose lives were lost on 
September llt 2001. This rose garden in Washington. DC will honor the victims of the Pentagon 
attack, including the crew and passengers of American Airlines Flight 77. 

The "Remember Me" Rose Garden will break ground on Wednesday. May 20, 2009 at 
10:00 AM at the LaSalle-Backus Education Campus (SOl Riggs Rd. NE, WasJUnston, DC 20011). 
Backus Middle School, which has since: merged with LaSalle Elementary School, was one of three 
Washington. DC schools that had students and teachers perish on Flight 77. These students and 
teachers, along with staff members from the National Geographic Society, were on their way to 
California on a. Natioaal Geographic Society study program. 

~'Remember Me'' Rose Garden is a 50l(c){3) non-profit organization based in Portland, 
Oregon-the ''City ofRoses." A rose garden will bo created on or near each of the three sites of 
the September 11 tragedy. The gardens are meant to uplift and renew the spirit of our nation and 
provide a beautiful sanctuary where the families and friends of all who died can come to seek 
comfort and peace. 

It would be a great privilege and distinct honor if you would be able to attend the 
"Remember Me" Roso Garden groundbreakina ceremony in Washington, DC. If you are unable 
to attend, a member of your staff would be most wclco.me. If you have questions or would like 
further information. please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Sue Casey. the founder of the 
"R.cmcmbcr Me., Rose Garden: 503~53-3352 (o); S03-S39-7S31 (c)i sue@remember-me-rose.org. 

Thank you for your kind consideration. 

Wu 
Member of Congress 
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Dear Secletary Gates: 

WASHINGfON OFFJCii: 
2239 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICe BUII.OING 

WASHINGTON. DC 20515-48011 
(2021 m-4376 

FAX: (202) 226--0017 

DI8TRICT OFFICE: 
333 N FAIRFAX SlllfET 

SUITE 201 
ALEXANDRIA. VA 22314 

(7031 971-4700 
FAX: 17031 922--8436 

www.mol'lln housa.gov 

I thank you for your continued dedication to the nation's men and women in unifotm and for 
your own service to our nation. 

Ihe current prohibition on allowing gay men and lesbians to sexve openly in the military. known 
commonly as "don't ask, don't tell" is a policy that should be rescinded. There continues to be evidence 
that the disctiminatory policy costs the Depmtment of Defense hundreds of millions in wasted 
expenditmes, thousands of men and women are prevented from serving their country in uni:fo1m, and 
hundreds of militw:y specialists are discharged annually, all to the detriment of our national secwity. 
Public opinion is shifting as a majority of the American public and growing numbers in the military 
community suppo1t a change in policy. Moreover~ during his candidacy, and now reiterated in 
statements made by his Administration, President Batack Obama has asseited it is his intention to end 
the "don•t ask, don't tell, policy. 

I understand that during this time the nation, and the Department of Defense in particular, 18ces many 
challenges. Nevertheless, I feel that eveJy day that the ~'don•t ask, don't tell" policy remains law our militaty is 
disadvantaged and good soldiers are unable to seive. To inct'ease tumspmency on the effects the "don't ask, 
don't tell" policy is having on our miHtmy, I n:quest that the Office of the Secretary of Defense provide 
monthly reports on the number of militmy persoiUlel discharged because of this policy. Since JanuaJy, I have 
made similar requests of the Anny for discharge data However, so as not to single out one se1vice branch, 
disclosure aaoss the entire Department would be a more appropriate way to assess the impact of' the "don't 
ask, don•t tell" policy. 

The setvicemembers and civilians working for the Depattrnent of Defense n:flect the very best 
our nation has to offet. I look forward to woddng with the President and the Department on repealing 
the "don't ask, don't tell" policy so that ow· military can be even stronge1.. I thank you for your attention 
to this matter. 

JPM/hdb 

1111 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary, ])epartment of Defense 
1000 Oefeose Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 
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In a letter sent to you on April15, I requested information related to the competitive bidding 
process 1hat preceded the awarding of emnatb in the conference report language of tho FY 2008 
DefeDse AppropriatiODS bill. Specifically, I asked you to provide me with all relevmt infonnation on 
the competitive bidding process for a selected list of earmarks, including any relevan1IUS1ifications and 
Approvals {J&As). 

Since that time my staff bas been working productively with the Oftice ofthe ComptroRer, 
which is the office initially tasked with completina this request. However, it is my uoderstandiDg that 
the assistance and cooperation of the Office of Acquisition, T~logy and Logistics is crucial to the 
collection of this information. 

I respectfully request that action be taken at the appropriate level to task tbe Office of 
Acquisition, Technoloay and Logistics jointly with this request. The initial meeting initiatiq this 
request took place on Marth 31. I am very amcious to sec thb information before the Congress begins 
work on appropriations for the next f1SC81 year. Should you need further guidance, please contact my 
Legislative Director, Mr: Chandler Mors~ or my Legislative Assistant for defense matters, Ms. Colleen 
Gilbert, at (202) 225-2635. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
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Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 13,2009 
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I am disturbed to have learned from a recent news report that some of our troops based in 
Iraq were not adequately provided with enough rations of drinking water nor the use of safe 
potable water. It is my understanding the Defense Department contracted these services and the 
processes to provide these basic services did not work; leading to several health problems as a 
result such as dehydration, dysentary, and kidney infections. 

I would like to obtain a prompt response from you on how this problem was addressed 
once it was learned, what has been done to ensure safe water supplies are never compromised 
again, and how the Department is treating the affected troops as a result of this failure. 

I have visited Iraq many times and understand the extreme conditions our troops operate 
in. As the hot summer months approach and as we begin to enhance operations in Afghanistan, 
I'm sure you agree with me that providing our troops in harms way with all they need to keep 
them safe and focused on their important missions is priority number one. I appreciate your 
attention to this important matter and look forward to your timely reply. 

God and Texas, 

Member of Congress 
TEXAS 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

It has recently come to our attention that service members returning from deployment 
have indicated they were allocated oiuy two liters of bottled ·drinking water per day, and were 
forced to find additional water for themselves. It is our understanding that this was not an 
isolated event and service members stationed across Iraq during various phases of the war have 
reported the problems. 

The Army minimum to avoid dehydration can reach as high as 15 liters per day to 
prevent heat casualties in desert climates. As a result of the bottled water drinking shortages, 
these same service members indicate at other times they were forced to "improvise" to avoid 
dehydration by drinking potable and nonpotable bulk water. AS. you know, questions on the 
quality of bulk water still remain, and it is not authorized for drinking in Iraq. However, the 
soldiers indicate consumption of this water was necessary to avoid dehydration and are now 
experiencing short term and long term health effects of illnesses associated with drinking 
unclean water. 

Many of us have visited Iraq and we are all well aware of the extreme conditions our 
troops stationed there face. We are dismayed to hear these accounts and believe the health and 
safety of our service members must be a priority and taken seriously. Therefore, we respectfully 
request that you investigate these water shortage claims inunediately and provide the finding to 
our staff for review. 

Sincerely, 

Gene Green 
Member of Congress 

.1h1Wfl~, 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

Ron Paul 
Member of Congress 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPE" 
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WASHONGTON, DC 20515 

PHONE: 202-225--3161 
FAX: 202--226-6599 

1 GROVE STREET, SUOTE 101 
PITTSFORD, NY 14534 
PHONE: 585--218-0040 

FAX: 585--211Hl053 

89 WEST MARKET STREET 
CORNONG, NY 14830 

PHONE: 607~54-7566 
FAX: 607-%4-7568 

317 NORlH UNOON STREET 
OLEAN, NY 14760 

PHONE: 716-372-2090 
FAX: 716-372-2869 

Attached se find a Congressional Research Service report that outlines the major contractual 
and programmatic milestones in the history of the Army's SINCGARS radio program which 
began with an ORD in December of 1974. It also includes the historical information ofthe Joint 
Service's JTRS radio program. I would like to meet with you personally to discuss my concerns 
with this program. I find it outrageous that DoD is still investing taxpayer dollars into this 
outdated technology, especially given that newer, more capable radio technology exists. The 
Army intends to spend in excess of$700Mil this FY on outdated technology. What the attached 
report does not include is information on the FY09 NDAA which fenced off $87Mil pending 
SecDef certification. That certification has not been made to my knowledge so I'd like to know 
how DoD plans to go fmward with their planned procurement. There are serious questions 
surrounding this entire program and the spending of taxpayer money associated with it. 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPEFI 111111 
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U.S. Department of Defense 
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I have authorized Congressman Timothy J. Walz to travel on official government 
business to Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey during the period of May 24-May 
31, 2009. 

Mr. Walz will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Senator Robert 
Casey, Member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Affairs. The primary purpose of the 
Delegation's visit is to meet with regional leaders to discuss the potential progress on the 
Middle East Peace Process, the regional response to Iran's nuclear program, and Turkey's 
integration with its neighbors. Mr. Walz will bring to bear in discussions a focus on the 
quality of life of military personnel and future veterans 

The actual cost oflodging is authorized in Israel, the West Bank, Syria, and Turkey. It · 
would .be appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may 
be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of ~tual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
authorized pursuantto .title 31, U .S.C, Section 11 08(g). · 

Thank you for your continued support and assistan-ce. If you have further questions, 
please_c'ontact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036. 

MS/jz 

IIIII 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Department of Defense 
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Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 12,2009 
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A recent Federal Circuit Court decision in Rothe Development Corp. v. U.S. Department 
of Justice held that 10 U.S.C. 2323 is unconstitutional on its face, resulting in a complete 
injunction of that statute, which provides certain Department of Defense contracting preferences 
for small disadvantaged businesses. This judicial action is clearly limited to 10 U.S.C. 2323, but 
some agencies appear to believe that the Rothe case may affect small business programs and 
activities under other Federal statutes like the Small Business Act. 

Thus we are writing to urge that the Department of Defense issue immediate clarifying 
guidance to all of its agencies involved in contracting with the private sector. While the Office 
of the Under Secretary of Defense issued an interim guidance memorandum on March 1 0, 2009 
concerning the application of the Rothe case, the memorandum failed to explicitly address the 
applicability to small business programs and activities that are carried out under Federal statutes 
other than 10 U.S.C. 2323. 

In our view, the guidance should be explicit with respect to these other programs and 
activities. This approach was taken by the Anny Corps of Engineers in a March 9, 2009 
communication to contracting personnel, stating that its Rothe guidance to cease contract 
activities that rely exclusively on the authority of 10 U.S.C. 2323 "DOES NOT apply to small 
business set-asides, HUBZone small business set-asides, Sa set-asides, service disabled veteran 
owned small business set-asides or Alaska Native Corporations (ANC) as these categories are 
governed by separate statutes that were not impacted by the [Rothe] ruling." This is precisely the 
kind of guidance that should be sent out deparment-wide as soon as possible. 

Please let us know as soon as possible if and when the Department of Defense plans on 
issuing clarifYing guidance that expressly addresses the small business programs and activities 
that are not affected by the ruling. Thank you. 
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Don Young 
Member of Congress 

Dale K.ildee 

Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 
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~eil~berc~robie 

Member of Congress 
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• Torn Cole 

Member of Congress 
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w~. OC20!1'! 
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May 14,2009 
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HftjAY E.-. Jll,liOI!TI4 CNIOI.IIol.l 
.lfFP-ft.COIHM · 
.OOIONIIOONAI<.~ 
BlOW! P. llll.eM'f.CALifOII"I" 
OOIJ(l ~. COUJI;AOO 
(lU$ M. BIUfWCIS. fLCifiiiiA 
VfJ!I<&~f10MIA 
O&V!O P 100£, TiN>I£SSCE 

KING5l'ON E lllolmi 
11£PLI!IUC.ON liT- .-cT(]ft 
AHOl:HoH~ 

On Thursday, June 4, 2009, the Subcommittee on Health of the U.S. House of Representatives 
Committee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a Hearing on "Meeting tire Needs of Family 
Caregivers of Veterans. " The Subcommittee would like to assess how the VA meets the needs 
of family caregivers of veterans and to identify any gaps in supportive services for family 
caregivers. This hearing will be held at 10:00 A.M. in room 334 ofthe Cannon House Office 
Building. We request you or your designee to present testimony on behalf of the U.S. 
DepartrDent of Defense 

Please confum your attendance by contacting Jeff Burdette through email at 
jeff.burdette@mail.housc.gov. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral 
statement; however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing record. 
Please submit 75 copies of written testimony prepared in accordance with the enclosed 
fonnatting requirements to the Subcommittee on Health ~t 338 Cannon House Office Building 
by 6:00P.M. on Monday June 1, 2009. Moreover, please include a brief biography with your 
testimony. 

Due to heightened sec:urity prec:autions, please note that all Congressional maU delivery is 
delayed and commercial delivery services an: prohibited. Therefore, you must contact our 
staff at (102) 22S..9154 to make arrangements for a representative from your organization 
to band deliver your testimony. 

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet through the 
World Wide Web at the House of Representatives (http://ve.terans.housc.gov) and the Library of 
Congress (http://thoroas.loc.gov). To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic 
Microsoft Word copy of your statement to Jeff Burdette at jeff.burdette@mail.house.gov. 
AdditionalJy, the hearings are now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived 
on our Web site so they may be accessed following each hearing. 
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Please contact Jeff Burdette, Legislative Assistant to the Subcommittee on Health, U.S. House of 
Representatives Committee on Veterans' Affairs, at (202) 225-9154 or 
jeff.burdette@mail.bouse.eov if you have any questions. 

Enclosure 

sii 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Health 
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The Honorable Pete Geren 
Secretary of the Army 
U.S: Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Geren: 

WWW.OYerSighl.houu.goY 

May 14,2009 

I am writing to request that the Army provide a briefing to discuss the 
circumstances surrounding the award of a sole source contract to acquire 22 Russian Mi-
17 helicopters for the Iraq military. It is my understanding that the Army's Threat 
Systems Management Office (TMSO) is responsible for the award of this contract. 

According to information brought to the subcommittee's attention, spanning from 
July 2008 to as recently as April 2009, this contract was awarded- with no competition­
to an American company, ARINC, that has minimal background brokering helicopter 
sales. It was reported that, through subcontracts, the eventual supplier of the helicopters 
is a Russian company called Kazan. Kazan is supplying the helicopters as commercial 
items to another company in the United Arab Emirates called Airfreight Aviation 
Limited. That company is converting those helicopters for military use before they are 
delivered to Iraq. Both Kazan and Airfreight Aviation Limited are linked to a Russian 
agency that is banned from doing business with the U.S. That Russian agency was 
accused in 2006 of violating the Iran and Syria Nonproliferation Act. 1 Of further interest 
is the report that the full $322 million of the contract has been paid, but no helicopters 
have been delivered to date. 

If these reports are true, I am concerned that this situation creates the appearance 
that the Army may have circumvented the law and/or was biased in the award of a 
contract to one supplier without full consideration of other suppliers through a transparent 
process. As part of om ongoing oversight responsibilities, I would like to offer the Army 
the opportunity to address the allegations raised in these reports by means of a thorough 

1 Pub. L. No. 106-178; 50 U.S.C. § 1701 note (2005). The Act was updated in2006 to include North 
Korea, as well. (Pub. L. No. 109-353). 
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written response, official supporting documentation, and related briefing to our 
Subcommittee. Specifically, I request that the Army provide clarification on the 
following: 

1. Please identify the relevant contract{s), and parties and subcontractors thereto, at 
issue in the helicopter transaction. Additionally, please provide copies of all 
documents related to the negotiation, pricing data, and costs of the contract. 

2. Is it true that the contract award was made through a U.S. company to a supplier 
that is owned by a Russian company that is banned from doing business with the 
U.S. under the Iran-Syria Nuclear Non-proliferation Act? If true, at what point 
was the Army, the Department of Defense, or any components thereof aware of 
that fact? 

3. Is it true that the contract was awarded with no competition? If so, in an 
environment in which defense contract cost overruns have reached historic levels, 
why did the Army decide to award a contract for these helicopters without 
conducting any competition? Are there any other helicopter suppliers who could 
have fulfilled this contract? Is it true that other American companies would have 
been in a position to broker this sale? Please explain the Army's decision and 
official documentation that supports the rationale for this decision. 

4. Is it true that the U.S. company that received the no bid contract has no history of 
dealing with helicopter sales? What analysis did the Army undertake to 
determine that this particular company was qualified to receive a no bid contract 
in an area outside of its specific expertise? Please provide documentation that 
depicts the rationale for the decision to award the contract to this company. 

5. Is it true that the total contract award of$322 million has been paid but no 
helicopters have been delivered to date? Further, does the Army know how much 
of the contract funds each entity in the supplier chain has received? If so, please 
provide this information to the Subcommittee. 

6. Is it true that the cost-i>er-unit of each of the helicopters under this contract 
(almost $15 million) is significantly higher than the perceived market rate for this 
model of helicopter, which otherwise currently costs between $6 and $8 million? 
Please provide an explanation of these costs and rationale for why the per-unit 
costs are higher in this case. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5), the Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction encompassing oversight of national 
security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. In order for the Subcommittee to 
conduct appropriate and constructive oversight of these matters, it is important that we 
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receive appropriate clarification and explanation of the issues noted above, and others as 
relevant. 

Please contact Brendan CulJey, Scott Lindsay, or Andy Wright of the 
Subcommittee staff at (202) 225-2548 to coordinate the briefmg and document 
production. The Subcommittee requests that the document production and briefing occur 
on or before July I, 2009. Thank you for your attention to this important request. 

cc: Rep. JeffFlake 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
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Sincerely, / 

r:~ Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

.. 

We have serious objections to the stop work order issued May 11, 2009 for the 
Kinetic Energy Interceptors (KEI) program. This decision is without justification. 

Overall, we are concerned with the handling of the May 7, 2009 Kinetic Energy 
Interceptor termination announcement. KEI was noticeably absent in an April press 
conference that o~tlined Department of Defense- program cancellations and restructures. 
However, it was rolled out as a cancellation during the May 7, 2009 FY10 Presi~nfs 
Budget bri~fmg and quickly followed by a Missile Defense Agency stop work on May 
II, 2009, with the goal of de-staffing the program ·by the end Qf June. This surprise 
announcement and immediate stop work notice has precluded any meaningful discussion 
between the Congress and the Department on the merits of the cancellation and the 
~suiting impacts to the n~tion. 

. In partnefshlp with the: De_P.~ent· . of. :ikfense,. ·Congress · ~ ·supported the 
reque~d. budgets for the KEI program. In past years, Congress went beyond what was 
requested,· and provided the Department with additional dollars to accelerate this critical 
boost phase capability. In total, the Department has expended more than one billion 
dollars toward this effort to date, in providing the nation with a technically viable 
solution for boost and ascent engagement of a ballistic missile targeting our nation, 
cteployed· for~es, . and allies. Six years of development and testing, with most of the more 
than one billion ·of funding spent to date~ was tn.culminate in the.fu:st booster flightr.in the 
fall of2009 -less than five months from now. With the issuance of the stop work, the 
Department is walking awaY. from this investment without the benefit of knowing what 
this teclmology has to offer. 

. - . ! 

. The FY09 appropriated budget and accompanying language. for the KEI program 
not only fully supported the requests but went further to encourage the Department ·to 
accelerate ~e 'development of this · capabi.lity for the war fighter. · . The ·. FY09 
appropriations specitically funded continued KEI development, static tests, and the: first 
booster fligh~ ·in 4009. · · . . ·· 



We strongly urge you to rescind the KEI stop work order and to continue toward 
culmination of the 2009 booster flight. We look forward to working with the Department 
in the FYIO budget cycle to best determine the way ahead for this vital boost and early 
engagement capability resident in the KEI program. 

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter and we look forward to your 
prompt response and a positive resolution. 

Sincerely, 

Congressman Ed Pastor -
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Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

t~ou.sr of 'Rrpmmtatiucs 
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illllashington, Btt 20515-6015 

May 20,2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

JERRY l.EINIS, CAI.IFOFINIA 
C. W. BILL VOVNG. FLORID" 
HAROLD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK IONGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHLIVSEN. NEW JERSEY 
1000 TIAHRT, KANSAS 
VICH WAMP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
Jo ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSOIII. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRI(.ILUNOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERI. V PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
CZOZI 22&-2nl 

On April 6th you announced your recommendation to terminate the VH-71 
Presidential helicopter program. You further stated that the Increment I aircraft 
would not be suitable to become operational for the long term as the Navy's 
estimated service life of the airframe is only about ten years. However, the Navy's 
estimate was based on a test which only concluded that the airframe was suitable to 
last until the proposed Increment II would have been ·completed. Further testing 
would prove that the service life of the Increment I aircraft could well exceed the 
I 0,000 hour mark. 

I recommend that you reconsider the recently imposed "stop work" order for 
Increment I aircraft and determine whether Increment I aircraft would be suitable 
as a replacement for the entire Presidential rotary wing aircraft fleet. I believe that 
the cancellation proposal could create serious risks for the fleet, and possibly for 
Presidential security. 

Many aircraft in the current fleet are approaching forty years of service. 
The Navy has invested $3.2 billion in development costs for the Increment I 
version and of the five Increment I Pilot Production vehicles, four are completed 
and require only one additional year of flight testing before entering service. 

The Increment I aircraft is far superior to all rotary wing aircraft in the 
current fleet of Presidential helicopters. It is prudent to make use of the aircraft 
that have been produced at such a high cost to the taxpayer. A follow-on pro~ 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
May 20,2009 
Page Two 

to begin in fiscal year 2011 will only disguise the immediate need, and 
significantly delay development. The options for potential competitors will remain 
much the same in 2011. 

Additionally, the Administration, in its fiscal year 2010 budget request only 
asked for $85 million in program termination costs. The Navy, by its own 
admission has stated that it expects cancellation costs to approach $555 million, 
and would require an additional $4.4 billion to extend the life of the current aging 
fleet. Given these estimates, it would appear that poor business decisions are being 
made regarding this replacement program and that determinations are being made 
based on public perception. 

In light of these concerns, we urge you to reconsider your decision, and 
commit to a Presidential helicopter fleet consisting of the currently developed 
Increment I aircraft. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and for your continued 
dedicated work for our nation's defense. 

Sincerely, 

l (Jv------
hnP. Murtha 
airman 

Defense Subcommittee 



ED0t.PHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

PAUL E. KANJORSKI, P£NNSYI.VANA 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NI1W VORl< 
ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, PMRYI»>) 
OfNNIS J.IIUCINICH, OHIO 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

DARRELL E. ISSA, CAUFORNIA, 
RANKING MINORITY IIEMBBl 

DAN BURTON, INDIANA 
JOHN hi. McHUGH. NEW YOAK 
JOHN L. MICA, FLORIDA 
MARK E. SOUDER. INDIANA 

JOHN F. lERIEY, t.IASSACHusaT$ 
WM. IJC'( CLAY, MISSOURI 
011\NE E. WATSON, CALIFORNIA 
STEPHEN F.LVNCH. MASSACHUSffiS 
JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 

f!ongress of tf)t llntttb ~tatts 
j!)oust of 1\tpr.esttttatibts 

COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

2157 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

TODD ALISSRI. PlATTS. PENNSYLVANIA 
JOHN J. DUIICAN, JR., TENNESSEE 
IWCHAEL R. TUINER, OHIO 

GERRY E. CONNOU. Y, VIRCliPA' 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

LYNN A. WESTMORELAND, GEORGIA 
PATRICK T. McHeNRY, NORTH CAAOLIHA 
BRIAN P. Bll.I!AAV, CALIFORNIA 
JIMJO~OHIO 

OISTIIICTOF COLUMBIA JEFF FLAKE, ARIZONA 
PAllliCK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
OANNY K. DA\118, UJ..INOIS 

JEFF FORTENBERRY, NEBIIASI<A 
JASON CHAFFETZ, UTAH 

CHRIS VAN HOUBI. MARYLAND 
HENRY CUB..LAR, TEXAS 

AARON SCHOCK, ILLINOIS 

PAlA. W. HOOES.IIEW HAMPSHIRE 
CHAISTOPHEII S. WURPHY, CCHIEC'TIOUT 
PETER Yte.CH, VERMONT MluolnY (201!) 2Jl5..!iD51 

F...,..,.., (202) 22H7&4 
Mot<HTY (202) 226--6074 

BILL FOSTER. ILLINOIS 
J.o'oC:KIE SPEIER. CALIFORNIA 
S1EVE ORI&IAUS, OHIO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

www.oversight.house.gov 

May 21,2009 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform and the Subcommittee on 
National Security and Foreign Affairs hereby request your testimony, or the testimony of 
one of the following designees at a hearing entitled, "Afghanistan and Pakistan: 
Oversight of a New Interagency Strategy'': Deputy Secretary ofDefense William 
Lynn, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy Michele Flournoy, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael Mullen or Commander of U.S. Central Command 
General David H. Petraeus. Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke will also be testifying. 

The hearing is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 4, 2009, in room 
2154 of the Rayburn House Office Building. This letters revises the invitation 
designating the hearing as originally scheduled for April 19, 2009. 

Please contact Scott Lindsay or Andy Wright at (202) 225-2548 if you have any 
questions. 

Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform 

Sincerely, 

1 

lt F. . 
/::.Tierney 

Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Ill 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, OC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20615 
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May 21,2009 

aJFF.-a. Fl.lliiiQA 
J/IBftrt MCIIIAN.IWISAII 
HENRY I.IIIIOWN, Jll., SOUTH CAIIOLINA 
JEFFMII.I.Eft.fi..CIIliiA 
JOHN ICJOZMAIII, AIIKANIAS .II>N I'.IILBRAY. CAUPOIIIN"' 
DOUG LAMIORII. COI.OIIADO 
GUS M. I!LaMII, FI.CfiiDII 
- 8UQ!ANAN,I'LCIIIIIM 
llA\110 P. HOi. lENNQ&Iii 

IClNG$TON !. SMITII 
RIPUIIUCAN SfAfl' IIIN!CTOI! 

AND CHEI' COUNSII. 

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Opportunity; Orfa Torres, Majority Staff Legislative Assistant of the 
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity; and~ William Gibson Minority 
Military Fellow, to travel on official committee oversight business to sites in 
Washington from June 8 to June 12,2009. The purpose of travel is to attend 
various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis Army Base, 

_ McChord AFB, Whidbey Island NAS, and Bangor NJ\S, Washington. 

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is 
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 11 08(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or 
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. 
carriers are not available. · 

. ' . . 
If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202) 
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in 
this matter. 

JL/ot 

Sincerely, 

·~ 
BOBFILNER 

.. --chailman 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 

· U.S. Departn1ent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

MayS, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter ofMay 6, 2009, regarding Codel Capps to 
Haiti. Please note that this is now Codel Hirono as Representative Capps is no longer 
able to travel. In addition to the previously listed travelers, the Honorable Jim 
McDermott (D-WA) and the Honorable· Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan (D-MP) are 
authorized to travel with the delegation. 

Please also note that Mr. Brad Smith is no longer traveling. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n,_,?~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lprraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sea-etary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 14,2009 

This i~ in further reference :to ·~ letter ~fMa; 7, 2009 ~garding Codel Rangel (D-NY) 
to the fimeral"ofthe late Honorable Jack F. Kemp. The folloWing persons a.-e authorized to · · 
travel: · 

The Honorable Jane Harman {D-CA) 
The Honorable Hank Johnson (D-GA) 
The Honorable Paul Ryan (R-WI) 

The Honorable Robert Garcia (Fonner Member) and Mrs. Jane Garcia 
The Honorable Bill Lowery (Fonner Member) 
The Honorable David Martin (Fonner Member) 
The Honorable Norm Minetta (Former Member) 
The Honorable Marty Russo (Foriner Member) 

Mrs. Leisha Pickering 
Mrs. Amy Upton 

Mr. Ted Daniel, Office of the Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Robert Fitzpatrick, Office of the Sergeant At Arms 
Mr. Jack Looney, Office of the Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Jay Pierson, Republican Cloakroom 

. . 
Thank you in advance for· your prompt assis1Bnce with the matter. 

; 

cc: The Honorable ~ine C. Miller 
Clerk, U.S. aouse of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 14,2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 23, 2009, regarding Codel 
Oberstar. Please tlote that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable James L. Oberstar, Chairman (D-MN) and Mrs. Jean Oberstar 
The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) 
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur (D-OH) 
The Honorable Bart Stupak (D-MI) 
The Honorable Candice Miller (R-MI) 
The Honorable Daniel Lipinski (D~IL) and Mrs. Judy Lipinski 

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Robyn Wapner, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Shanna Winters, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Mary Me Veigh, Staff Associate, Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Jason Lamote, Professional Staff, Committee on Transportation 
Dr. Kay A. King, Director, Office ofinterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Carl Ek, Analyst, CRS, Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

o::E~ 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



~Jielmri 
' .$pealm- of tlte ~ 

May 14,2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deparbnent of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 25, 2009, regarding my upcoming 
delegation to China. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to 
travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable James Sensenbrenner, Jr. (R.-WI) and Mrs. Cheryl Sensenbrenner 
The Honorable John B. Larson (D-CT) and Mrs. Leslie Larson 
The Honorable Edwald J. Malkey ~MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal 
The Honorable Earl Bllimenauer (D-OR) and Mr. Jonathan Blumenauer 
The Honorable Jay lnslee (D-W A) and Mrs. Trudi Inslee 
The Honomble Jackie Speier (D;.cA) ' · 

. ·· ... " . 
The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Jonathan Stivers, Office oftlie Speaker 
Mr. Brendan Daly, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Karen Wayland, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Michael Long, Office of the Speaker 
Mr. Stev~ ·Rusnak, Office ofPhotography 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, · · 

· n~·?~ 
NANCYP~SI 

·· Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lormine C. Miller, Clerk · 
U.S. House of RepresentativeS · .:. ' · · · 

·· : .. : .. .. :r. ·· • • : ~ • 0 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~~Jdmri 
~aftltl!~ 

May 18,2009 

This is in further reference to my Jetter of Apri123, 2009~ regarding Codel Tanner. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honomble Jolm Tanner (D-TN), Chairman. and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner 
The Honomble Jolm Shimkus (R-IT.,) 
The Honomble JoAnn Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-KS) and Mrs. Stephene Moore 
The Honomble John Boozman (R-AR) and Mrs. Cathy Boozman 
The Honorable JeffFlake (R-AZ) and Mrs. Cheryl Flake 
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Ben Chandler (D-KY) and Mrs. Jennifer Chandler 
The Honorable Kendrick Meek (D-FL) and Mrs. Leslie Meek 
The Honomble David Scott (D-GA) 
The Honomble Mike Turner (D-OH) 

Ms. Melissa Adamson. Professional Staff, Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tarmer 
Mr. Vince Morelli, CRS Detailee to Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Marilyn Owen, Professional Staff, Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Please aJso note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General ofthe NATO PA, and H.E. 
Benson Whitney, U.S. Ambassador to Norway, have been invited to travel with the delegation in­
theatre. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 19,2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. Roland Daigle and Mr. David Adams, staff of the 
Honorable James R. Langevin (D-RI) to join the Committee on Anned Services Codel 
Langevin during the approximate period of May 24- June 2, 2009. The purpose of the 
trip is to conduct oversight duties in conjunction with Mr. Langevin's position as a 
member of the Armed Services Committee. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~:-!?a~ 
SpCaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

··' ·:· ;' ·. :"·1!-. ',{'' . . . • . . . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~~Jklmn 
Jipmlur nf ~ ~ 

May20, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of May 14, 2009, regarding my 
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized 
travelers, the following staff members are authorized to travel: 

Mr. Gerry Waldron, Professional Staff Member, Select Committee on Energy 
Mr. Thomas Schreibel, Office ofRep. Sensenbrenner 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r)-~ 
NANCY :l.osJ 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, OC 20301 

· Dear Mr. Se<:~tary: 

May21, 2009 

This is in further reference to my Jetter of May 20, 2009, regarding my 
upcoming delegation to China. Please note that in addition to the previously authorized 
travelers, the following staff member is authorized to travel: 

Ms. Wyndee Parker, Office of the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

()..-,~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

. ' · 

1, , "I 



202-226-2269 Congressman Klng5ton Congres.sman Kingston 10:24:39 a.m. 26-05-2009 

Qtongr:eB.s of t}fe l.ltniteb &;bdes 
ma.slfingbm, iiQt 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
The Office of Secretary of Defense 
1155 Defense Pentagon Way 
Room 30921 
Washington, DC 20301 

May 20,2009 

We are writing to convey our support for the Army plan to assign an additional Brigade 
Combat Team (BCT) to the 3rct Infantry Division at Fort stewart and Hunter Army Air Field, 
Georgia. We share your expressed concern for the great hardship endured by the soldiers 
and their families and agree with your guiding principle to prevent the under-manning of units 
for combat while changing the policy an stop-loss. We believe the plan to bring the 51

h BCT 
to Fort Stewart Is in concert with the guiding principle of your statement on April 61

h and will 
continue the progress made in revitalizing our armed forces. 

Unquestionably, Fort Stewart is, for numerous strategic reasons, an ideal location for 
the Army to grow. But just as important it is imperative that the Army and the Department of 
Defense not lose sight of the issue of reliance-that state and ·local governments and the 
civic and business leaders relied on the request of the Anny and the Department to be ready 
to accommodate these soldiers and their families. Accordingly, they have already invested 
about $450 million dollars in anticipation of the arrival of the BCT. 

While we recognize the extensive military analysis and fiscal constraints required in 
determining the location of a BCT, we firmly believe that it Is in the best interest of the 
Department of Defense to take into full account the Investment at Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field made by local communities long ago. The communities made these decisions 
by taking to heart the clear assurance from Department leaders that the BCT was coming. 

· They responded to the Departmenrs requests to provide the essential private sector support 
in advance of the arrival of the Brigade. In deciding this Issue, we believe the Army and the 
Department must consider the extensive, good faith reliance of its partner community. The 
Department must live ·up to its commitments. It must not break its word. 

The City of Hinesville, the surrounding communities, and the state of Georgia have 
demonstrated unwavering support for soldiers and families over many years. The area now is 
clearly recognized as one of the most Army-friendly installation in the U.S. Community 
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202-226-2269 Congreuman Kingston Congressman Kingston 10:25:05 a.m. 26-05-2009 

leaders have faithfully and diligently worked with the Department and the private sector to 
ensure that the facilities and infrastructure is ready to receive the additional brigade. To date 
the community's investment of about $450 million in preparation for the expected growth to 
include $72 million in public school projects and other public sector infrastructure investment. 
The State of Georgia has again expanded its acclaimed HOPE Scholarship program to 
further extend the access to military families for full tuition, room and board to any Georgia 
public college or university for students who graduate from high school with a 8 average. 

We believe adding the 46th BCT in the Army to Fort Stewart would enhance the 
immediate operational effectiveness of the 3rc1 Infantry Division at the Fort Stewart and Hunter 
Army Air Field. When taking into consideration the emerging Center of Maneuver Excellence 
at Fort Benning and the growing presence of the BCTs at Fort Stewart, the Army has an 
exceptional home base in the state of Georgia to meet all mission challenges fer our nation's 
defense. Resources are already either In pJace or pending final construction to swiftly 
accommodate the arrival of the new Brigade and their faniilies. No other U.S instaUation can 
so effectively and quickly meet these needs. Commanders would have an Army unit with 
maximum adaptability and capability to meet combat requirements. Soldiers would be able to 
focus on their training, knowing that their families are settling into an installation and 
community that continues to welcome and accommodate them. 

fort Stewart's strategic location in southeast Georgia makes it easily accessible by 
road, rail and sea. Hunter Army Air Field provides a strategic Airborne Point of Entry for unit 
deployment. Movement to ports takes place in hours vice days and weeks. At 280,000 acres, 
Fort Stewart is the largest military installation east of the Mississippi River. The Army has 
invested some $670 million at Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Feeld in the past three years 
making it one of the most modern and efficient installations in the nation with additional 
construction pending for increased capacity. Training is efficient and cost effective due to the 
installation's digital multipurpose range training complex and other facilities located within 
minutes of the cantonment areas. Fort Stewart and Hunter Army Air Field also has no 
significant environmental impact or encroachment issues. Just this month Fort Stewart and 
Hunter Army Air Field won its fourth Army Community of Excellence installation award. 

Accordingly, it is our request that the Department continue as originally planned to 
expand growth at Fort Stewart through the assignment of the additional BCT without 
adversely affecting the alignment of the current forces stationed at Fort Stewart and Fort 
Benning. We urge you to meet with Fort Stewart community leaders in the near future and 
permit them the opportunity to directly share their views and additional information on this 
issue. 
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202-226-2269 COflgre$Sm.an Kingston Congre$Sman Kingston 10:25:38 a.m. 26-05-2009 

Thank you for your distinguished service to our nation and thank you for your 
consideration of this letter. 

Paul Broun 

Hank Johnson Nathan Deal 

John Lewis 

d0, lk~f/ 
Jim Marshall 

David Scott 

Page 3 of 3 

4/4 



GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
11TH DISTRICT. VIIIGINIA 

3Z1 CANNO .. !lOUSE 0FFIC'I BuiLDING 
• WA8111NGTON, oc 20515 

(202) 225-1492 

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET 

COMMITTEE ON 
OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

Qtungress nf t4e l!tntteb ~tufttl 
t;nuse- nf ntepr.eseututtu.es 

Jlasqtngton, iiQ1 20515-4.611 

FAIRFAX OFFICE: 

4115ANNANDALE RoAD 
SUITE 103 

ANN4NDAlE, VA 22003 
. 1703) 256-3071 

FEDERAL WORKFORCE, POSTAL SeRVICE. 
4ND T>IE DlsTIIICT OF CatUM81A 

GOVERNMENT MANAGENE .. T, ORGANIZATION, 
AND I'ROCUflEMENT 

PRINce w1LUAAi OFAce: 

4308 RIDGEWOOD Ce...-en DRIVE 

WOOOBRIDGE, VA 22192 
1703) 67G-4989 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBOOMMrrtEES: 

Mooot.e EAST AND Sou11< AsiA 

President Barack Obama 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500-0003 

Dear President Obama, 

May 19,2009 

I ain writing in the hope that you can clear .up some cOnfusion regarding the possible placement of detainees 
turrently held at Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp. First of all, I would like to -~plau~.your decision to close 

m the prison at Guantanamo-Bay.--Booause-efthe actions-of-the previous Administration, Guantanamo.has.become --·---· 
a lightning rod for anti-U.S. criticism. Your decision to close the facility sends a signal that will restore U.S. 
credibility and build goodwill across the globe, give a boost to our diplomatic efforts abroad,_a.nd make 
Ainericans safer. . . ' . - ' . . . 

.-

Of course, yoti.r.decision to close the facilityWill require that some difficUlt choices be made regarding the 
placement ofthe"24l detainees currently helci.there. Like many of'my c<>lleagues, lwant to be sure that those. 

· decisions are mBde with our national security interests placed above all others. That is why I supported an .. -
amendment to the FY2009 Supplemental Appropriations Bill prohibitirig the use of funds to transfer detainees 
to ·the United ·states wttil the Acb:itimstration submits to CongresS a comprehensive plan detailing the disposition 
of each individual and certifies to the Governor' and legislature of each state that the detainees do not pose a 
security risk. · 

Some members of the Virginia Congressionai Delegation have claimed that your Administration has a_ plan to 
house detainees at Marine Corps Base Quantico in Stafford, VA, a facility neighboring my district. As you are 
aware. MCB Quantico does maintain a detention facility. I am sure, however, that you share my view that it is 
not the appropriate place to house detainees awaiting trial or incarCerate those convicted and sentenced in the 
future.. - . . 

MCB. QUan.tico is a Lever I secure facility with a maxiinum _potenti.al capacity of aboUt 90. imnates. It is not 
equipped to house inmates for longer than 90 days and is generally uSed to 'temporarily hold inmates awaiting 
traiiSfet to'a larger facility. Level I Is the lowest tier·in the military correctional system. Level I facilities are . 
someilines the equivalent of~ loca.I jail. There are at least nine· major militaly prison facilities more secure and 
with more~pacitythan MCB Quantioo. Furthemiore, MCB Quantico ls an open baSe located just_ miles from 
tesidential·nelghborho~ and~ unlike s01ne of o\Jr Level II and· Level III facilities, does not have a hi~ry of 
detaining enemy combatants or high-level terrorism suspects. I am sure that your Administration has already 
determined that a Level I facility such as MCB Quantico is. not the appropriate location for these detainees. 

.. . , ' 

. . · ·. .. . · . • ~ •• 0 ... -: ..... 
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Unlike some of my Republican colleagues, I have· the utmost confidence ~ the men and women of our anned 
forces to securely detain these prisoners anywhere in the nation. But I am sure you agree that Level II or Level 
III facilities such as Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, WPNST A, Charleston, SC, or Fort Knox, KY are better 
equipped to house these prisoners. Ideally, the Guantanamo detainees will be held in appropriate locations 
overseas. But if that is not possible, they should be held in Level nor Level DI secure facilities with excess. 
capacity and a history of performing this kind of mission. MCB Quantico does not fit those criteria. 

GCIHA 

Sincerely, 

Gerald E. Connolly • . · 
Member of Congress 
11 rh District, Virginia 

cc:. Secretary Robei:t. Ga_t~11 
.. AttomeyGeneraLEric .. Holdei,-h.-----~---~·-·-·······-·- ·:: .. ·. __ : ____________ --· ...... .. 



MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
GUAM 

427 CANIIlON House OFFICE BuilDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515-5301 

(202}225-1188 
FAX: (202) 226-0341 

OtSTfll(..l OFFICE: 

120 FATHER DUENAS AVENUe 
SurfE 107 

HAGATNA, GUAM 96910 
(671)477-4272 

FAx:(671)477-25S7 

(iongrcss of th[. tinit[d £'tat[S 
iflons[ of Rcprts[ntattocs 

http://www.house.gov/bordallo 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May21, 2009 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITIEE 
Q<AIAWOMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE ON \NSULAII AFFAIRS, 

OcEANS AND WJLOLWE 

SuBCOMMITTEE ON NAnONAl PARIQi, 
foRESTS AND PuBLIC lANDS 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITIEE 
SUICOMMITTEE ON READINESS 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON MIUTARV PERSONNEL 

I write to respectfully request that you convene a meeting of the Economic 
Adjustment Committee {EAC) at the earliest possible convenience and in accordance 
with a Government Accountability Office (GAO) report recommendation from April 9, 
2009. Additionally, I would request an opportunity to address the EAC to present issues 
related to the military build-up on Guam. 

As was stated in the GAO report, more can be done by the Department of Defense 
(DoD) to help find ways to address Guam's civilian infrastructure improvement needs. 
Furthermore, the report stated that senior DoD leadership needed to engage at the 
appropriate levels to help facilitate a successful military build-up. I believe that the DoD, 
through the EAC, can better leverage the coope~ation of other federal agencies to plan 
and budget for civilian infrastructure needs on Guam because of senior and executive 
level involvement in the committee·, I appreciate the boD's continued support and 
recognition of the importance of this program and I want to' contiriue working closely 
with the Department to ensure that this build-up is a success for our entire community. 

Thank you for your attention to this request. If you have any further questions 
regarding this matttr please do not hesitate to. contact Mr. Matthew Hemnann at 
matthew.herrmaiUl@mail.house.gov or at 202-225-1188. 

Sincerely, 



ERIC J.J. MASSA 
29TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK a 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMELAND SECURITY 

arnnyrrss nf t~r Jniteb ~tatts 
i,nu.at of ltprtstutatiue.a 

1llltasl}iugtuu, II(!! 211515-3229 

Secretary Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of War 
Ynited States of America 
1000 Defense ·Pentagon 
Washington, DC~ 

Dear~Ga~j\1 

May21, 2009 

1208 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BuilDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

PHONE: 202-225-3161 
fAx: 202-225-6599 

1 GROVE STREET, SUITE 101 
Prm;FQRD, NY 14534 
PHONE: 586-218-0040 

fAX: 585-21&-0053 

89 WEST MARKET STREET 
CORNING, NY 14830 

PHONE: 607-654-7566 
FAx: 607--4164-7568 

317 NORTM UNION STREET 
OlEAN, NY 14760 

PHONE: 716-372-2000 
FAx: 715-372-2869 

It has recently come to my attention from multiple sources, including reports from 
returning American military personnel, that we have .purchased Russian-made helicopters 
for the Afghan military. I have been further informed that emergency supplemental 
funding may have been used, in addition to annual budgetary funding. 

I further understand that this program is a Defense or Department of State-administered 
initiative. · 

Unless advised to the contrary by you, I intend to publicly discuss what I consider to be 
an exceptionally misguided and inappropriate use of United States government funding. 
Therefore, I ask to hear from you as quickly as possible. 

Very Respectfully, 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



CHARLES B. RANGEL 
15TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

New Yo•• 

COMMIITEE: 

WAYS AND MEANS 

JOINT COMMITIEii: 
ON TAXATION 

CHAIRMAN 

Congreg~ of tbt Wnittb ~tate~ 
l'$oust of 1\eprtltntatibts 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 14,2009 

I commend your decision to investigate the recent fatal shooting of five service members 
at Camp Liberty in Iraq in order to identify shortcomings in mental health care for troops 
deployed in war zones. 

This incident highlights not only the inherent danger to our deployed troops, even on 
their own bases, but the potential psychological consequences of combat stress and 
repeated deployments. The incident at Camp Libercy, as well as the growing incidences 
of suicide in the ranks, make it clear that more must be done to address the mental and 
psychological well-being of our men and women in wrifonn. The number of cases of 
suicide in the military has increased dramatically since the Vietnam War, reaching an all­
time high of 128 cases in 2008. 

I am horrified at the thought thatthe terrible slaughter in Iraq could easily have occurred 
in hometown, U.S.A. I agree with the calls for expansion of psychological testing during 
deployments in war zones. But I believe it is equally important to provide for intensive 
mandatory psychological evaluations of members of the armed forces immediately prior 
to aeparation :as a pr~autionary step in the transition to civilian life. 

As a veteran of the Korean War, I have experienced the difficultyoftransitioning to the 
real world after a stint in combat. The situation is worse today. That is why I have 
introduced legislation (H.R. 1963) which would require all those separating from active 
duty to receive counseling in how to repackage their military skills, where and how to 
find employment, along with physical and psychological testing. The growing incidences 
of post-separation domestic violence, PTSD and suicide, demands that we do more for 
those who have contributed so much to our country. 

I strongly urge you to .expand your Camp Liberty investigation in order to detennine the 
need for this universal mandatory approach. It seems clear to me that dealing with the 
difficulties of earning a living in a shrinking economy is increasingly fraught with 
uncertainty and stress, such as we've never seen before. 

GEORGE A. DALLEY 
CHIEF OF STAFF 

JAMES E. CAPEL 
DISTRICT DIRECTOR 

WASHINGTON OFFICE 

0 2354 RAVBUAN flo<.osE 0FACE BU .. DING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3215 

TElEPHONE: (202} 225-4365 

OosmCT OFFICE 

FAx: (202) 22S-<IB18 
PI.EASE RESPOND To OFFICE CHECKiiD 

0 183 WEST 125TH S'll'IEET 

NEW YORK. NY 10027 

TELEPHONE: 1212) !I8J.-3900 
FAX; (212} $83-4277 



Honorable Robert M. Gates 
May 14,2009 
Page2 

Mr. Secretary, with full appreciation for your commitment to the welfare of our troops, I 
am prepared to work with you, Chairman Ike Skelton, and Chairman John Mwtha to find 
ways to address these issues. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to working with you. 

CBR!krj 
Enclosure: 
cc: Hon 

7 -:~..--,; 

Sincerely, 



--~-------------

HOUSE :(~OMAUT,l~EE ON ABME:I) SE:RVICES 
llJ; .. J)anie: of 1\qlrelmtlrtibes 
~01,- :205t5...0035 

Hon. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washingto~ D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

'(~tilE f:l~~EDI;,t:E¥£~~~~· 

May21,2009 

We are writing to express our concern about the Department of Defense Health 
Information Technology (Health In systems. The committee has long expressed concern about 
how the department has managed its Health IT systems, and recent events have only deepened 
those fears. · 

A joint hearing on the Department of Defense Health IT systems was held on March 24, 
2009, by the subcommittee on Military Personnel, with oversight responsibility for the Military 
Health System, and the subcommittee on Terrorism and Unconventional Threats and 
Capabilities, with oversight responsibility for Department of Defense Information Technology 
programs. At that hearing, we heard from the military services about the difficulties they have 
encountered with Health IT systems, specifically problems with the system known as AHL TA. 
We were encouraged that the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs and his staff 
agreed that there are serious problems with the Health IT systems. We were further encouraged 
when they presented what appeared to be an ambitious and comprehensive plan to overhaul the 
system that would address all of the issues raised by the services and would provide the best 
Health IT system possible for the department's beneficiaries. 

At that hearing, we were assured that the Department was committed to moving forward 
with their proposed solution, but that cost details could not be discussed because both the Fiscal 
Year 2009 supplemental request and the Fiscal Year 20 I 0 budget request were still in 
preparation. 

During our review of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget justification materials, we were 
surprised to find no mentit>n of the plan referenced by Health Affairs during the March hearing. 
Further, a review of the Fisca1 Year 2009 supplemental request did not turn up any mention of 
the proposed solution. Most recently, in tm-1imony during the May 15. 2009, hearing M the· 

1111 



Defense Health Program budget. the Acting Principle Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Health Affairs and the Chief Information Officer failed to provide any additional insight into the 
cost of the proposed solution. 

We find this troubling. It calls into question the ability of the department to deliver on 
the commitments made by Health Affairs during the March hearing. as well as the promise of a 
Joint Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record recently announced by you and Secretary S~i. at 
least for health infonnation. We therefore respectfully request that you look into the situation 
and report back to the committee with the actual status and content of any plan or strategy to 
improve the Department of Defense Health IT systems, as well as projected costs and a budget 
submission schedule. We look forward to discussing your findings. 

Very truly yoms, 

Chairwoman 
Subcommittee on Military Personnel 

Subcommittee on Terrorism 
Unconventional Threats and Capabilities 

SD/AS/JW/JM:dk 

S"' .~ _··:1·.:--"\ 
--,v~ 

.. Joe Wilson 
Ranking Member 



MIKE COFFMAN 
6TH DISTRICT, COI.ORADO 

ARMED SERVICES COMMITIEE 

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

SMALL BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

<ttnngrt!UI nf t~t lnittb ~tate.s 
i;nust nf £eprtstntatiuts 

11a.a~ht!ltnu, II<!! ~0515-0606 

June 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington DC. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1500 loiiiGWOimf HoU$• OFFICI! BuoLIIING 
WAS~INGTON, 0C 20516 

(202) 225-1882 

DISTIIICT OFfice, 
9220 KIMMER DRivE 

SUrTE220 
LONE TRE., CO 80124 

17201 283-9772 

Last week I had the opportunity to visit with our military and civilian leaders in both Iraq 

and Afghanistan. I was able to spend time talking to some of our troops and with members of 

our diplomatic corps· as well. I was deeply impressed with the unwavering dedication of all of 

our young men and women who serve our nation during such difficult times and under such 

challenging circumstances. 

This was my first trip back to Iraq since having served with the United States Marine Corps in al 

Anbar province from August 2005 to March 2006. No doubt, I was deeply impressed with the 

progress that has been made and I'm confident that we are now on our way to bringing our 

direct involvement in Iraq to a just conclusion. 

However, I am deeply disturbed by what 1 saw in Afghanistan. There is little question that the 

focus of the main effort, since 2003, has been with Iraq and that we are only now shifting our 

attention to Afghanistan. 

In neglecting Afghanistan, the radical elements ofthe Afghan Taliban have regained a strong 

foothold in the country. They have been able to deny the government of Afghanistan the 

security necessary for the political process to move forward and have caused much of the 

population to lose faith with their nascent representative government. 

Mr. Secretary, we've made enough mistakes already In Afghanistan that have allowed the once­

defeated enemy to reemerge and dominate whole provinces. It's time we were honest with 

the American people about the true cost of what it will take to win this war. 

I'm reminded of how we reversed the situation in Iraq. General David Petraeus is credited with 

devising and executed a strategy commonly referred to as the usurge." The surge had two 

primary components that were at the heart of the strategy. The first part was increasing U.S 

troop strength from 140,000 to 160,000 and the second was a redeployment of our forces from 
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the larger more secure base camps, located outside of Iraqi population centers, to smaller 

forward operating bases within their communities. The surge provided enough security to 

allow the political process to move forward and thus gave Iraq a level of stability that now 

permits the United States and our coalition partners to proceed with a phased withdrawal from 

the country. 

Afghanistan has no history of effective governance, has a larger and equally diverse population 

than Iraq, is physically a larger county than Iraq, and has a determined resurgent enemy. Yet 

when you add together our projected troop strength, military advisors and trainers {68,000) 

along with the contributions from our coalition partners in Afghanistan (32,000), it all comes 

out to a number that is far less than the commitment we made in Iraq during the surge in 2007 

when Coalition Forces in Iraq totaled 168,000 plus 14,000 from our coalition partners. Equally 

troubling ls the current plan's increase In Afghan security forces, both police and army, to 

216,000 which is far less than the 615,000 total that is currently serving in Iraq. 

While the Pakistan Army is now launching offensive operations against their Indigenous 

Pakistani Tali ban, they have shown little enthusiasm, if any, for confronting the Afghan Taliban 

on their side of the border who enjoy a safe haven critical to their success. 

When I questioned you and Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, at a 

hearing of the House Armed Services Committee about the projected resources dedicated to 

Afghanistan, Admiral Mullen answered that once we get into the mission, we will have an 

opportunity to reassess what we need. 

Mr. Secretary, I think that it is obvious that there are not sufficient resources dedicated to 

winning the war in Afghanistan and that each day we move forward without a sufficient plan is 

a day that prolongs this war and unnecessarily increases the number of our young men and 

women who are either killed or wounded. 

My guess is that senior officials within the Department of Defense probably already know that 

the plan is inadequate but they are fearful that It will be unpopular to put out larger 

requirem~nts and reverse the goal of giving our troops a longer dwell time between 

deployments. It would also force reconsideration of the three additional Army brigade combat 

teams that were initially planned for but were cut out of the Administration's new Defense 

budget. 



Mr. Secretary, again, by not putting in the necessary resources to win In Afghanistan, we are 

continuing the same old policies of dragging out a war that has already gone on for too long 

and has cost too many lives. 

The right thing to do may not be the best decision politically for the Administration, but it is the 

best decision on behalf of those whom we are asking to serve in Afghanistan. 

Mike Coffman 

Member of Congress 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
US Departtnent of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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COMMITTE£ ON 
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POLICY COMMITTEE 

As you continue your visits to Elmendorf Air Force Base and Ft. Greely I write to urge 
you to reconsider funding the construction of Missile Field Two and the fielding of the final 
fourteen Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely, Alaska and to continue funding procurement 
of the F-22 Raptor until finaJ publication of the next Mobility Capability Study and the 201 0 
Quadrennial Defense Review. 

We are sending the wrong message to our enemies by stopping the placement of these 
interceptors. North Korea continues to build its missile capabilities and is now able to launch a 
missile capable of hitting any place in the United States. As they showed by threatening to bold 
more nuclear and missile tests, North Korea's test of a two stage Intercontinerttal Ballistic 
Missile (ICBM) on April 5th of this year was only the beginning. They have begun to restore 
their nuclear reactor, tested numerous short range missiles and a nuclear weapon and are 
preparing to test another ICBM. All of this has occurred since your announcement that we 
would not finish fielding the Ground Based Interceptors at Ft. Greely. 

While thirty interceptors may be enough to counter the current threat from North Korea. 
it is clear that it will not be enough in the future and these interceptors will need to be fielded to 
ensure our ability to counter all missile threats from Rogue Nations. Before capping Missile 
Field Two, it is important that the realities of construction in the Interior of Alaska be taken into 
consideration. Due to the Arctic climate, penna.frost and extreme temperatures, the construction 
season is significantly shorter in Alaska than it is in the Lower 48 States. Putting off 
construction now may not leave enough time to complete construction of Missile Field Two 
when it is needed. 
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Also, as you have seen at Elmendorf Air Force Base, the F-22 Raptor is and will continue 
to be an important platform for ensuring air dominance for our military. For that reason, I 
believe it is a mistake to cap the number of F-22s purchased by the Air Force at 187. Having 
seen the F-22 fighters stationed at Elmendorf Air Force Base, I believe the F-22 is the best 
fighter in the world now and will remain the best fighter for the next twenty years. It is the only 
5th Generation fighter that has been fielded. And there are already situations in which a 4th 
Generation fighter like the F-15 or F-16 would be unable to operate in due to sophisticated and 
lethal air defense systems like the SA-20 and S-300/400. Stopping production now, when the 
first F-35 squadrons won't be fully formed until 2013, will leave a critical vulnerability in the 
Air Force's ability to provide air dominance. 

Of course, I understand that fighters with the capabilities of the F-22 are expensive, 
which is why it makes sense to field a fleet made up of both F-22s and the less expensive F-35s. 
Prior to lowering the number of F-22s due to the budget crunch caused by the Global War on 
Terror, the Air Force was going to purchase 381 F-22s and approximately 1,800 F-35s. While 
the F-35 does not have the capabilities of the F-22, it is still more than capable of fonning the 
backbone of the fighter fleet with the help of the F-22. The F-22 is the advanced, clearing force 
and the F-35 is the holding force and their capabilities and procurement numbers reflect that. It 
is not an either/or situation-both planes are necessary for the Air Force to continue to control 
the skies. 

Even with a proper mix, however, a fleet of 183 F-22s is not enough to deter or meet the 
potential threats facing our country. Once training~ maintenance and tests are factored in to that 
number, it leaves only 100 fighters available. There have been over 30 air campaign studies over 
the last 15 years that showed a requirement for far more than 183 F-22s to replace a fleet of over 
800 F-15s. And with so few F-22s, the planes will be used more often, they will age quickly and 
they wiU not be available for all of the missions which they could be used for. And since the 
production line will be shut down, the Air Force will have to choose between using planes that 
aren't as well suited for missions or restarting production at significant costs. That situation will, 
more likely than not, leave the United States in the same vulnerable position it is in now, with 
rapidly aging planes and an Air Force that is unable to establish air dominance with minimal loss 
of planes and people the way it has over the past 50 years. 

Assuming that we will not face threats which will require the capabilities of the F-22 to 
meet is a dangerous decision that we will regret. By procuring 243 F-22s, the amount that most 
Air Force threat studies have shown to be necessary, we win ensure that we will not only have 
enough F-22s to meet all threats, but we will prevent threats from becoming reality by ensuring 
that many countries decide that fighting the United States is not worth the drastic losses our Air 
Force will inflict. 



Thank you again for taking the time to come to Alaska and tour our military installations. 
The men and women that serve in Alaska are among the best in the world and I am proud to 
represent them in Congress. I hope you will continue to do everything in your power to provide 
them with the necessary equipment and support for them to continue to protect our country 
everyday and I look forward to working with you in the future to ensure our military remains the 
best the world has ever seen. 

lEY·~ Congressman~ aska 
DONYO G 

·-·-··---- -····---------------
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Last year I had the p~asw"e of introducing the leadership of Camp Lejeuno to Caroline 
Canines for Service. Together, they have successtWly implemented a program tbar utili!es the 
inmates at the brig to train dogs to assist wounded penounel returning fi:om Operation Iraqi 
~reedom and Operation Enduring Freedom. This program benefits the rehabilitation of both the 
tnmate and the wounded Marine. 

Care for our woundod Veterans may take many forms. The proifi!D at Camp uaeune 
may train theae animals to perform up to 80 functiOJJS, Dogs may also be trained to provide 
mobility to the disabled and bdDg a degree ofnonnalcy to an individual's life. lD. additioa, these 
dogs give unconditional ~ve SDd loyalty to the people they serve. 

The program at Camp Lcjcunc•s brig is unique and has gained the attention of many 
around the nation. I believe the Department of Defense would benefit from repUcating this 
program at other appropriate inatallations. I woul4 encourage you to determine if this effort 
could be expanded to other bases. 

· SiDcoroly, 

~~ 
Walter B. Jones 
Member of Congress 
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Ma. EliQbeth King 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
Leaislative Affahs 

VIA Facsimile (703-693-5530) 
URGENT :MEMBER REQUEST 

U.S. DepBrtment of Defense 
· 1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Ms. King: 

In 1985~ Public Law 99--14S created the National Science Center to stimulate interest and 
increase the math and science proficiency of out nation's students. Beginnjng as a partnership 
between the U.S. Depa.rtment of the Anny and the National Science Center Inc., funding has 
been allocated. UDtil fiscal year 201 0~ discontinuing at that point due to budget constra!nts. · 

The Tenth Congressional District of Georgia, which I represent, is home to the only National ; 
Scionce Center Discovery ACIIdemy in the nation. Without continued fimding, the mission of the 
Center, to promote science. technoloay. engineering, and mathematie~ education throupout the 
Dation, will become extremely difficult to :fulfill. As a ranking member on the Committee on 
Science and. Tccboology and aa a physician. I undmstand the imporbUlCe of educating our 
children in these cruclal subjects and stand in support ofthc Center's mission. 

With this, I am requesti:Da the assistance ofyo\lt·aee.ncy in finding funding avenues available to 
assist the National Science Center. Specifically~ the Center is interested in &f8l1,ts and public­
private partnership opportunities. I would appreoiate your written response u to the manner in 
which your agency can assist the Center. This initiative is of the hiahest importance to my office 
and I would greatly appreciate m expedited response to this matter. I am enclosing documents 
which further describe the mission md history of the National Science CeJtter. If you have any 
questions please do not hesitate to contact my Grants Coordinator. Nicole Acevedo, at 706-447 .. 
3857. 

Encl. as stated 
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BOB ETHERIDGE 
2ND DISTRICT, NORTH CARDUNA 
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Secretary Robert Gates 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon Office ofThe Secretary 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June4, 2009 
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I am writing to you regarding a recent decision by Dr. Shirley Miles, the Director of the 
Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA), to increase middle school class sizes and 
remove kindergarten classroom aides throughout DoDEA schools. I urge you to reexamine this 
policy and move to ensure our stud~ts get the attention they need for success in the 21st 
Century. Study after study has demons~ted that smaller classes improve learning and increase 
academic achievement •. especially in .tlie. early grades. Militacy children, in particular, need . 
special attention to address. the challenges of frequ~t moves and parents who are deployed. It is 
unacceptable to shortchange our Students by in<;reasing class size. 

As the only former state schools chief serving in Congress, I know firsthand how 
important it is to have quality teachers who can address the needs of each individual child. 
Education is the key to the future for our children, and class size is a critical component of 
making sure that our schools provide tlie best possible leariling environment for our students. 
According to the researCh by the U.S. Department of Education, reducing class size is one of 
only four reforms that have been shown to increase student achievement. There are also health, 
safety, and socialization benefits to smaller class sizes and reduced pupil-to-teacher ratios (PTR). 
Yet the DoDEA's decision moves our schools in the opposite direction, increasing the student­
to-adult ratio in kindergarten from 14.5:1 to 18:1, and increasing the PTR for middle school from 
16:1 to 25:1. This plan shortchanges our students and will reduce our schools• effectiveness. 

Eight elementary schools and one junior high school in my district would be affected by 
these changes. Albritton Junior High School stands to lose 12. teachers. While .the elementary 
schools would gain 8 teachers on paper, the elimination of dedicated teacher•s aides for 
kindergarten classrooJ1:1S means a significant reduction in classrQOm oversight and effective 
pupil-to~~eaeher ratios:. This is t~e·~wOJ:~g direction for c;nli' schools to be going, and it contradicts 
both good· pedagogy and parent and· Studen.t needs.,. ht. DoDEA's recent .customer service·sutvey, 
parents and stUdents both indicate.d thcir.}x:liefth3t lowering class sizes was one ofthe most .. . 
important things that could be done to improve DoD ~~hools .. . :· . 



Secretary Robert Gates 
May29> 2009 
Page2 

Research shows that in the early years classes with 13 to 17 students achieve better 
results. The Federal goal is to have class sizes no larger than 18> and best practices for 
kindergarten call for class sizes to be limited to 12. I urge you work towards this goal in DoD 
schools and ensure that our military children get the attention they need in the classroom. Thank 
you in advance for your attention to this issue. 

BE:dw 

Bob Etheridge 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn, Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E944 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

June 2, 2009 
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ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE 
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SuBCOMMITTEE ON MILITARY PEASONPIEL 

I write to respectfully request that a meeting of the Economic Adjustment Committee 
(EAC) be convened this month to help address the pressing civilian infrastructure requirements 
and other budget concerns relating to the implementation of the military build-up on Guam. 

I urge you and senior officials at the Department of Defense (DOD) to move forward in 
scheduling and planning this next EAC meeting without delay. A recent Government 
Accountability Office (GAO) report dated April9, 2009, recommends that DOD regularly 
convene meetings of the full executiv~level EAC to coordinate interagency planning and 
assistance for the Government of Gtiam.. As stated in the GAO report, DOD concurred with this 
recommendation. Much work remains under-'an aggreSsive ~ constrained timeline for the 
military build-up on Guam to be inipleliientCd success:fuily. .N. meeting of the EAC this month is 
important for timely and improved coordination among federal agencies with the Government of 
Guam. This coordination is needed to successfully budget for and satisfy identified program 
requirements. 

Thank you for ydur kind consideration of this request . 

. . 
Sincer~ly, 

L-///~~ 7 ~mber of~~ss . 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 
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Junes. 2009 

I write to raise an issue with you regarding the efforts of my Subcommittee staff 
to schedule a briefing with the Department of Defense. The staff has been attempting for 
over two months to schedule a briefing with the appropriate Department officials to 
gather information about U.S. global defense posture. To date, they have not received a 
satisfactory response. Please accept this letter as a formal request for your assistance in 
facilitating this briefing. 

My staff is seeking information on both past and future plans for U.S. overseas 
basing strategy. Specifically, I have tasked the Subcommittee staff with reporting on: 

• management of the U.S. global defense posture; 
• the total size, shape, and cost of the U.S. overseas military footprint; 
• recent activity related to realignment or redeployment of overseas forces; 

and 
• future plans to review the global defense posture, particularly in the 

context of the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review. 

It is my understanding that the Office of the Under Secretary for Policy and the 
Office of the Deputy Under Secretary for Installations and Environment are the most 
relevant offices for this inquiry. 

At my direction, my staff initiated contact with the Department on this issue on 
March 31,2009. After contacting the Department again on April17, 2009, the assigned 
action officer Within the Office of Legislative Affairs infonned them that the Department 
needed an additional two weeks to address the request, due to the need to focus on 
hearings being held by other congressional committees. After honoring that request, the 

1 



staff contacted the Department at least five times both by phone and by email between 
May 13 and May 26,2009. In each of these communications the Department simply 
requested more time. 

I do not believe this to be an unreasonable request, but my Subcommittee staff has 
expended an incredible amount of effort to facilitate this briefing. At this point, I feel 
compelled to request your attention to this matter in the interest of expediting a response. 
I request a response from the Department no later than Friday, June 12, 2009. Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter. 

cc: Rep. Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 

t:F.::r /:o~. Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 

and Foreign Affairs 

Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 1, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April 30, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Ed Pastor, Chainnan (D-AZ) and Mrs. Venna Pastor 
The Honorable GabrieJle Giffords, Vice Chairman (D-AZ) 
The Honorable Devin Nunes (R-CA) 
The Honorable Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) 
The Honorable Silvestre Reyes (D-TX) and Mrs. Carolina Reyes 
The Honorable Raul M. Grijalva (D-AZ) 
The Honorable Henry Cuellar (D-TX) 
The Honorable Jared Polis (D-CO) 

Mr. Peter Quilter, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affirirs 
Dr. Kay A. Kin& Director, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Jim Farr, Finance Clerk, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Samantha Goldstein, Staff Assistant, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

~~ 1

NJv~;losi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DG 20301: 

Dear Mr. Sooretary: 

June 2, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 1, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period of June 5-7, 2009. In addition to those 
previously listed, the following persons are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Bob Filner (D-CA) and Mrs. Jane Merrill 

In addition, the following persons have been invited to travel with the delegation: 

Ms. June Beittel, CRS detailee to House. Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Ms. Irene Bruno, Interpreter, Department ofState 
Ms. Teresa Willett, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Isabel Mangan, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Olivia Reinshagen-Hernandez, Interpreter, Department of State 
Ms. Barbara Phillips, Interpreter, Department of State 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

n 1/~ NAN~SI 
"Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 
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Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C. W. Bill Young, Rodney 
Frelinghuysen, and Jo Bonner, members of the Committee on Appropriations and Tom 
McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel on a 
CODEI. led by Parker Griffith to Paris and N_ormandy, France during the·approximate timt'! 
period of June 12-15,2009. The purpose of this tnp is to attend the Paris Air Show and meeting 
with government and business executives to discuss aerospace and defense issues of mutual 
interest and to attend a wreath laying ceremony. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the. Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for . this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
~. . . . 

Sincerely, 

?~~ 
Chairman 
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Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

Mn Gladys Valdes bas contacted my Congressional district office re~ her 
need to have the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Small Business Adminis1ration 
review and certify her company solicitations as soon as possible. 

Mrs. V aides states that she is the owner of Ibiley Manufacturing Cotpararion, a 
small Hispanic business located in Miami, Florida. Her company has been manufacturing 
miliuuy uniform.s for the DOD since September of 2001. Presently, most of her 
solicitations, and specifically SPMl CI..Q9-R0033 and M6785409R3000. have not yet been 
certified. As soon as these solicitations are assigned to her, she could bring baclc to work 
120 of her cmploycss who arc CUITently receiving unemployment. I am enclosing a copy of 
Mrs. Valdes• correspondence which contains details regarding this case. 

Mrs Valdez respectfully requests lhat 
solicitations withouth delay, consistent withal 

DOD and the SBA ccnify her 
le rules and regulations. 

IRUmg 
cc: Mr. wy Torre~ Director 

SBA, HUB-Zone 
409 3 St. Sw s'~~~ Floor 
Washington t>.C. 20416. 

cc: Ms. Gladys Valdes 
fbiley Manufacturing Corporation 
1927 West Flager St. 
Miami, FloridaJ3135 

~~~~Le'fltiileen 
.Member of Congress 

Pi'lli\IT!:D ON I'II!CVCLeO PAP&A 
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Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Adam Schiff and The Honorable Steve 
Israel, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time 
period of June 26,2009- July 3, 2009, to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia. The Honorable 
Cliff Stearns, The Honorable Solomon ortiz, The Honorable Darrell Isa, The Honorable Gene 
Green, and The Honorable Donald Manzullo will participate in the CODEL under separate 
authorization. The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and non-government officials, 
assess aid programs and policies, and discuss security issues facing the region. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military 
aircraft. 

David R. Obey 
Chairman 
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On March 23rd, I wrote to you asking you to review your Department's 
policy on outsourcing and suggesting that you halt A-76 studies pending the Office 
of Management and Budget's (OMB's) review of the A-76 program pending the 
Office of Management and Budget's review of the A-76 program. I requested a 
prompt reply. · 

I was disappointed with the response that I received on April 28th, from your 
former Undersecretary for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics which largely 
restated the facts contained in my letter to you. The response also stated that the 
"Department is reviewing the current (A-76) program". This response appears to 
misstate what is indeed occurring within the Defense Department and does not 
address my concerns. 

Originally, the OMB Circular A-76 process was to be used as a tool to 
determine the most efficient source for performing "commercial" work - either in 
the public or private sector. The use of the O:MB Circular A-76 process was 
extensively criticized by the Government Accountability Office (GAO) in two 
2008 reports. According to GAO, the 01\ffi guidance for the A-76 process was 
flawed. As a result, there may have been inadequate tracking of costs and savings 
but moreover, there are serious concerns that agencies, particularly DoD, had 
started privatization studies in response to arbitrary targets. Moreover, the DoD 
Inspector General has found that an OMB error in the A-76 calculation of 
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"overhead" could wrongly and unfairly result in the outsoW"Cing of workload. 
However, DoD has recently used 01\.113 A-76 to push more and more work into the 
private sector. Indeed, in fiscal year 2008, DoD more than doubled spending for 
contractor provided services compared to the amount it spent a decade ago but 
your Department has been unable to answer basic questions such as how many 
contractors and subcontractors there are and their average salaries. 

To halt the continued conversion of functions to contractor performance 
until the Administration could conduct a thorough review of its a-76 policy, the 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a government-wide 
moratorium on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies. In addition, the 
President has announced a broader review of" ... when governmental outsourcing 
for services is and is not appropriate ... " Yet, the Defense Department is 
continuing to move forward with numerous public-private competition studies that 
were in progress before the moratorium took effect, and without further validation 
of estimated savings, to include converting government functions to contractors. 

Therefore I once again, strongly this time, recommend that you immediately 
suspend all ongoing activities related to OMB Circular A-76 studies, including the 
conversion of functions performed by federal employees to contractor performance 
and I recommend that you do so for the remainder of Fiscal Year 2009. 

I once again request a prompt response from you to this letter. 

Respectfully, 

(\~ (? ~~ 
a~P.Murtha 
~:irman 
Defense Subcommittee 
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I am writing with regard to media reports on the actions of Defense Department (DOD) contractors in 
Afghanistan. Of particular concern is an alleged incident involving employees ofParavant, a subsidiary 
of the private security contractor currently known as Xe, formerly known as Blackwater Worldwide. 
Paravant is owned by Erik Prince, founder, owner, and former Chief Executive Officer ofBlackwater. It 
has been wi4ely reported that on May s. 2009, four off-duty Paravant employees opened fire on Afghan 
civilians. One of the Afghans died and two others were injured in the shooting. 

On May 19,2009, U.S. military spokesman, Lt. Col. Chris Kubik, stated that Paravant violated the tenns 
of its contract with DOD, which bars contractors• employees from carrying the types of firearms used in 
the shooting and froni possessing any firearms outside of training settings. The employees allege that 
Paravant supplied them the guns, which also violated the tenns of the contract. 

The State Department decided not to renew its contract with Blackwater Worldwide (now Xe) after the 
Iraqi Government, in January 2009, refused to renew Its operating license. The Iraqi government cited 
the company•s involvement in a 2007 shooting incident in Baghdad in which 17 innocent civilians were 
killed as a reason for its decision. Fallout from that incident prompted Mr. Prince to resign from 
Blackwater Worldwide in March 2009 and change the company's name to Xe. Collectively. fiv~ of the 
contractors involved in the September 2007 Baghdad shooting have been charged by the U.S. Depart of 
Justice with 14 counts of manslaughter, 20 counts of attempted manslaughter, and one count of using a 
machine gun to commit a crime of violence. A sixth Blackwater employee pleaded guilty in December of 
2008 to charges of voluntary manslaughter and attempt to commit manslaughter. 

In light of the serious nature of the alleged crime on Mays. 2009, and other reports on Blackwater/Xe's 
recklessness in the use of force against civilians, I believe DOD may wish to review its contract with 
Paravant. The following questions relate to the ability of DOD to tenninate its contract with Paravant and 
to review the past performance of a contractor and its employees in determining the award of a future 
contract under the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR). Please provide answers to the following 
questions by July 8, 2009: 

1. The FAR sets forth the policies and procedures for termination of federal contracts for default or 
for t~e convenience of the government. 48 CPR § 49.000 et seq. ''The Government has a 
contractual right to completely or partially terminate a contract for default because of the 
contractor's actual or anticipated failure to perfonn its contractual obligations." 48 C.P.R. § 
49.401 (a). Should the government wish to tenninate the contract for default, it "is not liable for 
the contractor•s costs on undelivered work and is entitled to the repayment of advance and 
progress payments, if any, applicable to that work." 48 CPR§ 49.402-2 (a). 

THIS MAII.ING WAS PREPARED, PUBUSHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPeNSE 
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Given the failure of Paravant to comply with the terms of its contract, does DOD plan to 
terminate Paravant's contract for default? 

2. The government may also terminate a contract for convenience when it is not in default but has 
failed to perform due to causes beyond the control or fault of the contractor, or when continued 
performaooe by the oontmctor is no longer in the best interest of the government. 48 C.P.R. § 
49.401 (b). Termination for the convenience of the government spares the contractor finaneiaJ 
hardship by providing fair compensation ''for the work done and the preparations made for the 
terminated portions of the contract, including a reasonable allowance for profit.'• 48 C.F.R. § 
49.201 (a). 

If DOD will not be terminating Paravant's contract for default, does it plan to terminate 
Paravant's contract for convenience? 

3. Subpart 9.000 of the FAR "prescribes policies. standards, and procedures for determining 
whe~er prospective contractors and subcontractors are responsible." The FAR's policy states that 
the Government may only enter into contracts with responsible companies. 48 C.F .R. § 9.103 (a) 
For the contract to be awarded, the contractor must "affinnatively demonstrato its responsibility, 
including, when necessary, \be responsibility of its proposed subcontractors." 48. C.F .R. § 9.103 
(c). Determination ofwhether a contractor is responsible is based on several criteria, including 
the contractor's having a satisfactory perfonnance record, 48. C.P.R.§ 9.104-1 (c},"and having a 
satisfactory record of integrity and business ethics. 48. C.P.R. § 9.104-1 (d). · 

Agencies may consider the past conduct or performance of key employees of prospective 
contractors when assessing whether contractors have satisfactory performance records, or 
satisfactory records of integrity and business ethics, in making responsibility determinations. 
Comp. Gen. Dec. B-165915, Camp. Gen. Dec. B-248572, Comp. Gen.·Dec. B-211353, Comp. 
Gen. Dec. B-210390, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-205602, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-204928; Comp. Gen. Dec. 
B-202325, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-270849, Comp. Gen. Dec. B-251533. 

Given the past performance ofBlackwater/Xe's CEO and owner, and its employees, why did 
DOD find Paravant sufficiently responsible to be awarded a contract? 

On April6, 2009, you released a statement in which you called for reshaping the way the Pentagon does 
business, including an overhaul of its approach to contracting. In addition to questioning the Pentagon's 
contract with a specific private security contractor, I believe this letter provides a strong case for 
reevaluating the Pentagon's relationship with private security contractors overall. Thank you in advance 
fur your attention to the matter. Should you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me or 
have your staff contact Erica Fein at (202) 225-4071. 

With every good wish, 
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June 12, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defen~ 
U.S. Departn'i(a1t of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

FETER J. ROSKAM.IUINOIS 

JOIIITRAUB. 
MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Geoff Davis (R-KY) to participate 
on the CODEL being led by Rep. Howard Berman (OwCA), to Moscow, Russia. 
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during 
this time. 

The purpose of this trip is to meet with government and nonNgovernment 
officials to discuss the future of U.S.- Russia bilateral trade relations, energy, 
as well as examine current domestic politics. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessmy 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g). 

CBR/jg 

~~~~ 
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KAY GRANGER 
12TH DISTIIICT, TEXAS 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

APPROPMIATIONS COMMITTEE 

320 CAM NON HOUSE OFFICI! BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20111& 

1202)~71 
FAX: (202]225-5683 

RANIQIIIO MI!M8!fl, 
STAI'E AND ~OREIBII 0PERATICINS SUacOMMinEE 

MEMBER. DEFENSE SUBCOMMIT'Tt;E 

C!Congre~s of tbe ~ntteb ~tatt!i' 
;t}owt of ~tpre9'etttattbt9' 

Honorable William Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May29.2009 

DISTI!ICT OffiCE: 

SUITE 401 
1701 RIVER RUN ROAD 

FORT WORTH, TX 76107 
(817) 338-0909 

FAX: ($111 335-6862 
kDYgl'llnger .ho-.QOv 

One of the unfortunate and enduring legacies of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) and 
Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF) is the fragile psychological health of our returning 
servicemembers. Trawnatic stress. both physical and psychological may not manifest 
itself for many months or years, and yet its latent symptoms can negatively affect 
soldiers, their families, and their communities long after their return from deployment. 
The psychological health of our returning servicemem.bers will continue to result in a 
serious undercurrent of health care demands to the Department of Defense (DoD) and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). 

The North Texas region has both urban areas and vast rural areas. We have an unusually 
large number of returning servicemembers and are beginning to experience serious gaps 
in the responsiveness of the health care system to their known and future needs. In theFt 
Worth and Dallas metropolitan area we have seen families and scrvicemembers in crisis 
who are coming to the Tarrant County private and public university-based mental health 
clinics, emergency departments, and hospitals. As you know, a recent RAND Corp study 
estimates that 1 in S servicemembers who served in OEF and OIF have PTSD, but only 1 
out of2 who are in need of behavioral health care seek it. so we know firsthand that a · 
large challenge looms in our region. 

There are several challenges to our servicemembers, their families and the psychological 
health care system in the North Texas region. As we enter the eighth year of OBF and 
OIF. we cannot wait any Jonger to provide comprehensive solutions to these challenges 
so that we can begin to integrate and assimilate our returning warriors and their families 
back into civilian life. The challenges faced include: 

Lack of education and outreach to the community so that returning servicemembers and 
their families understand the range of services available and how to access them; 

EMAIL ME BY VISITING I<AYGRANGER.HOUSE.GOVICONTACTME 
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Lack of access to behavioral health care providers. TRJCARE coverage is often limited 
and difficult to navigate, some providers accept TRICARB while others do not, and 
many insurance policies cover only a limited number of visits, which are often too few to 
address deep seated, potentially life threatening conditions that need longer treatment 
protocols to resolve; 

A lack of regional data on the size and scope of the challenge in our area. which is 
critical to help financially strapped municipalities and organizations properly allocate 
resources to help public university-based, county, and rural- based mental health clinics, 
emergency departmerU3, and hospitals; 

The lack of education for our primary care physicians, who are our fll'St line of defense 
and referral in the community and who need to be educated in the nuances of miJitary life 
as wen as understanding the symptoms of stress disorders, separation anxiety, depression 
and hostility; 

And finallY, and most importantly, the huge lack ofbehavioral health care providers 
(psychiatrists, psychologists. etc) in DOD and VA. This is without question the most 
critical issue in 1he care and psychological treatment of our returning servicemembers and 
their families. This is the one challenge which the DOD and VA will not (and cannot) 
solve in the near future. AB the Acting Assistant Secretary for Health Affairs stated 
before the House Department of Defense Appropriations Subcom:rnittee on March 3~ 
2009, there are simply not enough psychological health professionals available in DOD 
and the VA to treat the number of service members and fumilies that have been impacted 
by both wars 

Forseeing tliesc challenges, the Congress inserted language in the FY 2009 Department 
of Defense Appropriations bill that directed the Department to, ".,. make funds available 
for projects and programs throughout the United States that (1) serve a high population of 
returning service members (2) encompass large urban and rural areas (3) have an existing 
infrastructure that utilizes a combination of local mental health associations, community 
support networks, private sector mental health care provider networks, and universities 
for purposes of enhancing the local access, delivery, education and outreach of mental 
health services for returning service members and their families ... "'. 

In the past 20 months, Congress has provided over $1 BiUion to the Department of 
Defense for tho psychological health care of our servicemembers and their families. 1 
have the utmost respect and admiration for the good men and women at the Department 
who are doing their best to provide treatment to our soldieis under difficult 
circwnstances. But the Department faces a task which calls for solutions now, not in the 
distant future. Seminars, websites and weblnars are simply not a substitute for direct one~ 
on-one contact with professional behavioral health care providers. 

In the North Texas region, we have developed precisely the model that was identified in 
the FY 2009 DoD AppropriatioiJ81egislation. This initiative led by the University of 
North Texas Health Science Center (UNTHSC) in Fort Worth, (which has one of the 
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largest behavioral health care programs in the state) has the psychological health 
professionals already in place to handle the challenges for our region. UNTifSC and its 
team have partners and contracts throughout the North Texas region for training health 
and behavioral health professionals. providing mental health services to the communities, 
and has a large networkofreferral sources across both urban and rural areas. UNTHSC 
has affiliations with the VA and other military organizations, as well as with private and 
public hospital and outpatient providers. In fact, UNTIISC bas provided to me an 
excellent proposal to rapidly address the growing issues of education, outreach and 
training as Vlell ns providing screening. treatment and referral services to our returning 
servicemembers and their families. This proposal has also been reviewed by the 
Department but no action has been taken. 

Mr. Secretary, I request that, hi accordance with the language in the FY 2009 
Appropriations legislation, that funding be provided to entities in the north Texas region 
as soon as possible so that we may immediately begin the critical work of providing our 
returning warriors and their families with the access to psychological care they need to 
ease and support their transition back to civilian life. I can think of no obligation that the 
federal goverwnent has .that is more important than this. 



otnngress of tlp2 lllnite.b 8tates 
Dlasl}ington, II« 20515 

Secretary Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 8, 2009 

I 

On T1,1esday, September 15, approximately 400 business leaders from our respective 
consressional distriQts in North Carolina will come to Capitol Hill for .. The Washington 
Perspective" Economic Development seminar hosted by myself, Rep. Larry Kissell, Rep. O.K. 
Butterfield, Rep. Bob Etheridge, Rep. Walter Jones, Rep. Melvin Watt, Rep. Virginia Foxx, Rep. 
Patrick McHenry, and Rep. Heath Schuler. 

We would be honored to have you Join us as a speaker at this important event. This 
seminar has been held annually for more than a decade and has been covered by C-SPAN. In the 
past, we have been honored to have had esteemed speakers such as: Speaker of the Hou$e Nancy 
Pelosi, fanner Director of Office of Homeland Security Tom Ridge, United States Department of 
Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns, Senator Joe Biden, New York Times Op-Ed Columnist 
David Brooks, and ABC News Correspondent George Stephanopoulos. 

We are hosting this seminar in an effort to give the businessmen and women of North 
Carolina an opportunity to meet with federal government officials and political analysts to 
discuss issues that may affect their livelihood. Your thoughts and views on the many issues 
which impact the business community would offer these individuals a unique perspective on how 
federal policies and laws are fanned. 

The seminar will be held in the Congressional Auditorium in the new Capitol Visitor 
Center. Breakfast will be served at 8:00a.m. and the program will last from 8:30a.m. until 
11:30 a.m. We are aware of the constraints on your time and would be happy to accommodate 
your schedule. Please contact Kara Spencer in Con~ssman Mike Mclntyre,s office at (202)225~ 
2731 or email her at kara.s.pencer@mail.house.gQv to let her know if you can participate. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. We look forward to hearing from you. 

Sincerely. 

Mike Mcintyre 
·Member of Congress 

FRINTI!D ON RiCYCLED PAPER 

: ( ' ; ,' 
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• 1421 LoNGWOR.TH BU!I..O!NG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

202-225-5261 
202-225-3719 FAX 

TIM RYAN 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 

17TH DISTRICT, OHIO 

The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

"'\. ' 

· Dear Mr. President: 

June 8, 2009 

COMMITTEE ON 
APPROPRIATIONS 

As Ohio Members of Congress, we are especially proud of an industry that is of vital importance to 
our state and the nation. Ohio is a leader in the production of strategic materials critical to our 
national security, like titanium and other high-performance "specialty metals." We strongly 
support laws that ensure that the United States will remain a world leader in the production of 
specialty metals and a key supplier to the Department of Defense. 

, I 
We write to draw your attention to a pending DoD regulation on use of specialty metals jfor defense 
products that will likely undermine the Specialty Metals Amendment, 10 U.S.C. 2533b, which 
requires use of domestic specialty metals in major defense articles such as ships, aircraft, and tanks. 
We believe that two aspects of this proposed rule will benefit offshore sources for these critical 
metals at the expense of domestic manufacturers, who are the only guaranteed source of these 
materials so essential to our national defense. 

First, the proposed regulation adopts an overly-broad exception to the specialty metals laws for 
so-called "commercial-off-the-shelf-items" (COTS). We agree that COTS items should not be 
subject to unique DoD contracting rules. However, DoD's proposed defmition of"'COTS" allows 
for drastic modifications of items for military applications, after which they bear no resemblance 
to the sorts of items available in the commercial marketplace. This proposed rule ignores a 
long-standing statutory definition of"COTS", meaning items "offered to the Government, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the commercia/marketplace." 

Second, DoD's rule uses an overly-broad definition of what it means for metals to be "produced" 
in America, abandoning a long-standing requirement that specialty metals must be melted in the 
U.S. Under DoD's proposed definition of"produced," simple heat treatment-- a low-cost, late 
stage process - converts foreign metals into "domestic" metals. We understand that this 
questionable definition may have been adopted to address certain metal product shortages, but 
such problems are more honestly addressed through existing waivers and exceptions. To define 
something as "produced in America" despite such limited contribution by domestic workers sets a E!!!i 
terrible precedent. --: 

197 WEST MARKET STREET 
WARREN, OH 44481 

330-373..()074 
330-373-0098 FAX 

\\\DC- 0903571000002. 2002355 vl 

241 FEDERAL PLAZA WEST 
YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44503 

330-740-0193 
330-740-0182 FAX 

Toll-FREE: 1-800-856-4152 
WWW.HOUSE.GOVITIMRYAN 

1030 EAST TALlMADGE AVENUE 
AKRoN, OH 44310 

330-630-7311 
330-630-7314 FAX 



Before the pending regulation was published and during the previous legislative cycle~ the House 
Anned Services Committee (HASC) took the extraordinary step of drafting language in its 
Committee Report on the FY 2009 Defense Authorization Act. In its report, the HASC expressed 
its displeasure regarding these same two critical issues. Despite the Committee's clear statements, 
the proposed rule issued in July 2008 ignored legislative intent. · 

We are concerned that the DoD rule is indicative of a largerissue; that is, a lack of emphasis on 
preserving the domestic industrial base for strategic materials. One example is the December 2008 
report by DoD's Strategic Materials Protection Board (established to protect domestic strategic 
materials production) stating: "specialty metals, as defined in 10 u.s.c. 2533b, are not 'materials 
critical to national security' for which only a U.S. source should be used; and there is no national 
security reason for the Department to take action to ensure a long term domestic supply of these 
specialty metals . ., We disagree and urge DoD to adopt a clear and consistent position that 
recognizes the importance of strategic materials like titaniwn, nickel-alloys, specialty steel, 
beryllium, an~ high-performance magnets. 

I 
The specialty metals laws provide the incentive our metals suppliers need to innovate and ensure 
that our military has ready access to the safest and most reliable equipment needed in combat. We 
join Senator Sherrod Brown in asking that your Administration consider these matters in the 
course of its regulatory review. 

~:JOhll&CCieri 

~d.:/J!k 
cc: The Hon. Robert Gates 

The Hon. Ike Skelton 
The Hon. Sherrod Brown 

\1\DC • 090057100000l·l9023'' vl 

Sincerely, 

bu....~ 
Rep. Marcy K.:fF' 

i 
I 

. I 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June9, 2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the HoUSe 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Hungary, M~ngolia, 
Indonesia and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of 
June 25- July 5, 2009. The pwpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of 
the parliaments in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A 
list of authorized Members and staffwill follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may 
travel at no cost to the government for protocol pwposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
l108(g). . . . . 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, Q 

~~ 
~ANhY PElosi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. HouseofRepresentatives 



DANA ROHRABACHER 
46th District, California 

Committees: 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Ranking Republican, Subcommittee on 

International Organizations, Humen 
Rights and Oversight 

St.Jbcommittee on 
Alia, the Poclflc, and 

the Global Environment 

Subcommittee on the 
Middle East and South Asia 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
Subcommittee on 

Space and Aeronautics 

Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

€ongrtSf5 of tbt Wntttb ~tatts 
.,ou1$t of l\tprts'tntatfbts 

June 10, 2009 

1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. OC 20301-1000 . . 
Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

2300 Rayburn House Olfi<:e Building 
Washington, DC 20511Hl546 

12021225--2415 FAX: 1202) 22!Hl145 

DISTRICT OFRCE: 

101 Main Street, Suite 380 
Huntington Beach, CA 92&48.-81 18 

1714) 961Hi483 FAX: 1714) 96Q-7806 

South Bay: 13101377-9493 

http://rohraba<:her.hou..,.gov 

You have received an invitation to ride in the Huntington Beach 4th of July Parade & 
Celebration. We would highly recommend that you accept this offer and share with us this 
wonderful celebration of Independence Day. Should you decide to be a part of the parade you 
might consider riding with the two of us. It would be a truly bi-partisan vehicle on a truly non­
partisan day. Should you decide to participate in the parade but ride in a vehicle on your own 
rather than with us, don't worry, we will not take offense. Your participation in anyway would 
be most appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Dana Rohrabacher 
Member of Congress 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN. CKAI-AN 
JOHN P MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOllOHAN, WEST VfRGINJA 
MARCY KAPTUR. OHIO 
I'ETER J. VISCLOSK". IN04ANA 
NnA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YOR( 
ROSA l. C. LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P MORAN. VIRGINIA 

O:ongrrss of tht (Bnittd ~tatts 
JOHN W. Ot.VER, I'AASSACHUSEns 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
OAVIO E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS 
PA TRIC~ J. KEN"'EOV, RHOO£ ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, 1'4EW YORK 
LUICILLE ROYBAL-AlLARD, CAliFORNIA 
SAM FARR. CI.LIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSO!'I. JR .lUINOIS 
CAROlYN C. Kll.I'ATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STeVEN R. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0 BISHOI'. JR., GEORGIA 
MARIO!'! BERRY. ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LCE, CAUFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLlUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH' RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTIJCKY 
DEBS!£ WASS!:RMAN SCHlJL TZ. FLORIDA 
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS. TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!lou.sr of 'Rrprrsrntatiots 
~mmittrr on 9ppropriations 
Washington, B[: 20515-6015 

June 9, 2009 

• 

JERRY LCWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. W. Bill YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUICKV 
FMNK A. WOlf, VIRGINIA 
JACI< KINGSTON. GCORQI,O 
RODNEY P FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY 
TOOO TWIRT. KANSJo.S 
ZACH WAMP. TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT 8. AO€AHOL T. ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAV GFIANGEFI. TEXAS 
liotiCHAEl K SIMI'SON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. ~S 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IU.INOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS A. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTE~. TEXAS 
RODNEY ALEXANDER.LOUISIAN,O 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. Lo TOUR£TTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OIUAHOMA 

ClERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
1202) 225-2771 

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia dwing the approximate time 
pericd of June 26, 2009- July 3, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize John Blazey, a staff member of the 
Conunittee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 



UO/~~/~U09 03:29 FAX 12022254890 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro 

··- ------ ---

ftongrtis of tbt ltnittb ~tates 
J)oust of lttprdmtatibtS 

liiiUI]ingt.m, iK 205l5 

June IS, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We write to applaud your dC(lision ro terminate the troubled VH-71 presidential 
helicopter replacement program. A propam that does not meet requirements in terms of 
cap!lhility and schedule, and is twice the original cost after only fours years, is a program 
that should be canceled if we are going to keep defellsc programs accountable for their 
projected budgets and timelines. 

Nevertheless, we do have serious concerns over the. sunk costs of the program. 
Projected to be nearly $3.2 billion, this cost represents a real investm~t by the taxpayer 
that should not to be ignored. We believe it would be prudent to move fotWard with the 
program in a way that does not waste this substantial taXpayer iDvestmcnt. 

One solution rnigbt be to award the contract to the only other qualified 
competitor, Sikorsky's H~92 helicopter, and team Sikorsky with the incumbent systems 
integrator, Lockheed Martin. As you know, Sikorsky, the prime contractor for the 
Marine One since the 1950s, has fulfilled its contracts on time and on budgeL This 
solution offers the duaJ benefit of "saving" some of the previously sunk costs, particularly 
jobs in both New York and Maryland. and creating additional American jobs by having 
those aireraft manufactured in the United States. At a time of severe economic crisis, this 
solution seems ideal. 

You correctly identified the need to terminate a program with costs that arew 
from an estimated $6.3 billion to over $13 billion, but also made clear that there is a need 
to develop a follow on option. [t is our understanding tbat the Sikorsky H-92 is currently 
qualifted to meet the missio.n requirements and is currently more .. fail-safen than the VH· 
?1 Increment I aircraft. By teaming Sikorsky with Lockheed Martin, the Navy can 
develop a helicopter that can safely transport the president wbile not only providing the 
best value for the taxpayeJ, but also maintaining and creating American jobs. 

Tb.ank you for the consideration of this request and we look forward to your 
response. 

Sincerely, 

~002 



08/1512009 03:29 FAX 12022254890 ReP. Rosa DeLauro .. 

~OEC~~ 
Member of Congress 

Cc: The Honorable Raymond Mabus 
Secretary of the Navy 

The Honorable Ashton B. Carter 

c-.. ,,,....,. 
Member of Congress 

Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition. Technology and Logistics 

Ill 003 



DAVID A. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. Pf:NNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DIC~S. WASHINGTON 
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN. WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PI;TCR J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YOIIK 
JOS~ E. SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L O.LAURO, CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINlA 

~ngrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, NIASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
OAVlO E. PRICE. N9f!TH CAROUNA 
CHI!T EDWARDS, TCXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, IIIEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL·ALLARD, CALIF~NIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JR ,ILLINOIS 
CAROL VN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATIAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOFID D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE, CAUFORIIIIA 
ADM! SCHIFF. CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA 
STCVE ISRAEL, 'lEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
C.A. "'DUTCH.,. RUI'PERSBERGER, MARYlAND 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORAOO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

illouse of Rrprtsentatiots 
~mmittn: on S!ppropriatians 
Washington, B[: 20515-6015 

June 12, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CAUFOIINIA 
C. W. BILL YDIJNG, R.ORIOA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK IONGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FREUNGHU'ISEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRTf KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TeNNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TfXAS 
MICHAEL ~- SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA 
JOHN A. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXANDER. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LA TDIJt1ETIE. OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
lli'VERL Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202)~1 

Reference is made to my letter dated June 4, 2009, granting authorization to the 
Honorable Adam Schiff and the Honorable Steve Israel, members of the Committee on 
Appropriations, to travel to Ireland, Jordan, Algeria, and Tunisia during the approximate time 
period of June 26, 2009- July 3, 2009. 

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize Shalanda Young and Cleli~ Alvarado, 
staff members ofthe Committee on Appropriations, to participate in this travel. 

Thank you for assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ Chairman Obey- -~ 
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.s~. 8eqjamio L. Cardin. Marylond 
Chairmaa 

Setl. Sam Bro\Wnblck. KfiiUIIII 

Rai!Cfltt MlttNtt)l S<willtll' 

Sal. a.riscophcr 1. Dodd. Conn«lkllt 
Sen. Sheldon WJiitdlouso, /Ulotic' llltuld 
Sell. TOCil UdalL &w M~xi~o 
Sea. Jr:a~~~~e Shllb.em, Nt!W &ittpsiiiN 
Sell. Saxby ctunnbiU&, t;eo~• 
$81. R.ichllfd Bun-, /Vorrlt C/uol/tUI 
Se.~. ~F. Wiclur.lrfiuwippi 

Fre4 L. Tunw:r. Cliief ofSmff' 

CSCE 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 18, 2009 

P.002 

Rep, Alcec l..ll.asOnp. Florido 
Co-CbairmM 

Rep. Chriscopber H. Salidl. NIIW .hi'Sq 
~tmbllf Millorlly Houti /ltrmhn-

Rep. Edword I. Madl:cy. Mlm«lr~~ora£' 
Rep. touiM Mcintosh Sl.va:btc:l", Nf!'W Y(llk 
Rep. Mi'lcc Ma~. Notllf Catollllfl 
Rq~. c;, K. BUH'(t~~ld. Nonh Ctuothul 
Rq~. loHpb ll Pilla. Pauuyiv.rW~ 
Rep. Robat 8. Ada-bolt:. .4/4buf4 
Rep. DurcU E. rs.. Ct~lifomio 

As Co-Chainnan of the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe, I am writing 
to authorize Representative Darrell lssa to travel on an official delegation led by Representative. 
R.ahall, CODEL Rahal!. Representative lssa will travel to Lebanon, Cyprus. and Egypt from July 
9 to 13, 2009. The! delegation will meet with newly elected leadership of the Lebanese 
government, observe the democratic institutions fonning in Lebanon,. and discuss the regional 
economic, security and energy concerns in Lebanon. Cyprus, and Egypt. 

The delegation has requested Marine Corps military support and military transportation. 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds fOT the actual and necessary expenses should be m:ade 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in the matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~~~!!11~--;...:--- .. 
Co-Chairman 

234 ford Ho11.-.e Office Building Wa$binston, DC 20SlS 
Telephone; (202) 225-1901 hap://www.cscc.gov Fa<:!limilc: (202) 226-4199 

TOTAL P.002 
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Cltnngnss ttf tlfe Bnitrb •bdes 
18a.&4ingtun, IC :i!D51S 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Seeretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 16, 2009 

NO. 6540 P. 2 

We appreciate your interest stated during the May 13,2009 House Anned Services 
Committee hearing to protect child custody rights for our men and women in uniform. 

As you know, legislative language addressing this issue bas already passed the House of 
RC:'J)rCSenta.tives three timei. First, as Section 577 of the House passed FY2008 National 
Defense Authorization Act (HR1S8S). Additionally, portions of this legislation were also 
included in Section S84 of the final House passed version of the FY2008 NOAA (HR 
4986). 'Pinally, last year this language passed the House as a stand-alone bill (HR 6048) 
and was anac:hcd to the FY2009 NOAA. Nearly 60 members from both sides of the aisle 
signed on to HR 6048 as co-sponsors. 

Today, the House Armed Services Committee passed their FY2010 NDAA. This bill 
contains similar language that would protect custody rights for military parents. As we 
move forward with the CUJTent legislative session and consideration of the FY2010 
NDAA, we look forward to yow- continued interest in addressing this important issue to 
ensure that our men and women in unifonn have their parental rights protected. 

-··---·- -· -- ·---

Sincerely, 

Michael R. mer 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 16, 2009 

This is in further reference to iny letter of June 9, 2009, regarding Codel David 
Price June 25 - July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Price, Chainnan, (D~NC) and Mrs. Lisa Price 
The Honorable Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Mrs. Sandy Buchanan 
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-W A) 
The Honorable Jim Cooper (D-TN) and Mrs. Martha Cooper 
The Honorable Phil Gingrey (R-GA) and Mrs. Billie Gingrey 
The Honorable Bob Etheridge (D-NC) and Mrs. Faye Etheridge 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC) 
. Ms. Margarita Setilinario, ProfeSSional Staff Member, HDAC 

Mr. Brad Smi~ Professional Staff Member, Committee on Rules 
Ms. Rachael Leman, ProfessioD.al Staff Member, Committee on Rules 
Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Difector, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. Clay Wellborn, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Bruce Vaughn, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Ms. Sherry Shapiro, CRS (authorized by HCFA) 
Mr. Will Tuchrello, Library of Congress -Jakarta~Dili (authorized by HCF A) 
Mr. Y adi Y asin, Library of Congress (Dili) (authorized by HCF A) 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, r.J · . 

. ··~~· 
NANCY PELOSI 
Sp~er ·· 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Mill~. Clerk · 
tJ.S."Iiouse of:Repre&entatives 

. .· ~ 

. : 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 16, 2009 

I 
I 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the Ho~se 
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Colombia, ! 
Paraguay, and Peru on official business during the approximate time period of August 15-
23, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the 
parliaments in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. A list of 
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses ofMembers may travel 
at no cost to the govenunent for protocol purposes only. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure 
of funds for the ~tual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~?~ 
N~CY PJr.osi 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. Ho~se ofRepresentatives 

•• j 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 18, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of April23, 2009, regarding Codel Neal 
June 26- July 5, 2009. The following Members and staff are authorized to tmvel: 

The Honorable Richard E. Neal (D-MA) 
The Honorable Tim Murphy (R-PA) 
The Honorable Jerry Costello (D-IL) 
The Honorable Mike Doyle (D-PA) 
The Honorable Tim Holden (D-PA) 
The Honorable Luis V. Gutierrez (D-IL) 
The Honorable Donald M. Payne (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Nydia M. Velasquez (D-NY) 

Mr. William Tranghese, Office of Rep. Neal · 
Ms. Susan Mosychuk, Office of Rep. Murphy 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

V\;~ 
.NANbY PELOSI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable LOrraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 19,2009 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Alcee Hastings, Co-Chairman ofthe 
Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), and a delegation of 
Members and staff to accompany Codel Cardin to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Belarus, 
Lithuania and Greece during the approximate period of June 26 -July 3, 2009. The 
purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials in each country and to attend the 
18tfi Annual Session of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE 
P A). For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel at no cost to the government. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Alcee L. Hastings (D-FL), Co-Chairman, CSCE 
The Honorable Christopher Smith (R-NJ) and Mrs. Marie Smith 
The Honorable Louise Slaughter (D-NY) and Mr. Robert Slaughter 
The Honorable Mike Mcintyre (D -NC) and Mrs. Dee Mcintyre 
The Honorable G.K.. Butterfield (D-NC) 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt (R-AL) and Mrs. Caroline Aderholt 
The Honorable Darrell Issa (R-CA) and Mrs. Kathy Issa 
The Honorable Lloyd Doggett (D-TX) and Mrs. Libby Doggett 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

Mr. Fred Turner, Chief of Staff, CSCE 
Mr. Bob Hand, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Ms. Shelly Han, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Ed Joseph, Policy Director, CSCE 
Mr. CliffBond, Senior Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Alex Johnson, Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Winsome Packer Policy Advisor, CSCE 
Mr. Neil Simon, Communications Director, CSCE 
Mr. Daniel Redfield, Office Manager, CSCE 
Mr. Josh Shapiro, Staff Assistant, CSCE 



Please note that Chairman Hastings and Ms. Janice Helwig, Policy Advisor, 
CSCE, are also authorized to travel to Albania en route to Lithuania. For that portion, it 
would be apPreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including grotind transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Codel Cardin has .requested Navy escort and military air transportation. . 
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuantto 31 U.S. C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

nly. ~ 
NAN~I . 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 



JARED POUS 
2ND IJISll'IICT, COLORADO 

1501 CANNON HousE DFRcE BUILDING 
WASHING TOOl, DC 2051 &-0602 

(202) 225-2161 
(202) 2~7840 (fAX) 

-te and email: 
http://polis.hou.;e.gov Qtnugrrss nf t~.e lltnifrb .&tatrs 

t;nu.o:e nf i:eprt.a:eutatitt:e.o 

Jwe 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
US Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~ITTEES: 

COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCA110N AND LABOR 

SUBCOMMI'TTiiES: 

EARLY o..DHooo, ELEMENTARY AND 

SeCOIIIDARV EDUCATION 

HI~R EDUCATION, LifELONG LEARNING 
AND CoMPETmVENESS 

HEALnn' fAMILIU AND CoMMUNinES 

COMMITTEE ON RULES 

COMMITTEE ON 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

STEERING AND POLICY 

My partner, (b)(B) accompanied me on the Dodd/Pastor Codel on June 5-7, 2009 
pursuant to a waiver iSSlJed by Speaker Nancy Pelosi. In her June 41etter · · ou of her waiver, 
the Speaker asked that you in tum use your waiver authority to facilitat (b)(B) participation. 

Given tha: (b)(B) is my domestic partner and is designated by Congress as my 
Congressional spouse, with a spouse pin and Congressional ID, I uest that you waive the 
requirement that I have to reimburse $1,140.40 to the military for (b)(B) travel, which is not 
required of Congressional spouses. 

I appreciate your prompt attention to this matter, and I can be of any assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

BOULDER OFFICE 
4770 BAsELINE ROAD, SUITE 220 

BoULDER, CO 80303 
303-484-9596 

303-5118-9007 (FAX) 

YoursTruly~ .t> ~ 
Polis 1 

..... v,, ...... ber of Congress 

MDUNTAlN OFFICi 
I 01 WEST MAIN STReET, SUITE 1010 

FRISCO, CO 8044J 
970-MB--3240 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 

THORNTON OfFICE 
1200 EAST 7tlrH AVENUE, SuiTE 106 

THORNTON, C0 602211 
303-267--4159 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 . 
Dear Mr: Secretary: 

June 9, 2009 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Sullivan, Parliamentarian of the House. to 
accompany Codel Kosmas (authorized by the House Committee on Science and 
Technology) to Florida during the appropriate period of June 12-13, 2009. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such assistance 
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air 
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds fur 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt atten~on to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Yl~ NAN~OSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

II 



BART GORDON, TENNESSEE 
CltAIRMAN 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
SUITE 2320 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6301 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

(2021 22!HI375 

TTY: (202) 226-4410 
htrp:llscience.houae.gov 

June 12, 2009 

RALPH M. HALL, TEXAS 
RANKING MEMBER 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Adrian.Smith, a member of the Committee on 
Science and Technology, to travel with CODEL Thompson to Guantanamo Bay on June 15, 2009. 

The delegation will meet with U.S. military leaders on a fact-finding mission to gather 
infonnation about the issues surrounding Guantanamo Bay prison. As this is an issue Congress 
will be considering in the coming months, it is important that Members leam about as much as 
possible about the situation at Guantanamo Bay in order to carefully consider any policy 
implications. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses such 
as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 31 USC 1108(g). 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Army, 
furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by military air. 

If you have any questions please contact Leigh AM Brown at (202j 226-8669. Thank you 
for your assistance with this request. 

BART GORDON 
.Chainnan 

(/V'... . 



DEMOCRATS 

101 fiUIIR. CAU-NIA. c­
CORRINE BIICWN, FlORID~\ 
VIC SNVDEA, AMANSAS 
MICHAEL ll MICIWID, MAINE 
&TEPHI\NIE liEA&Imi&MIDUN, SOUTJi DAII:OTA 
HARRY E. MITCHELL. ARIZONA 
JOHN .J.IiAU, NEW YORK 

8.6 . .,OlUSt- of l\tpttltntatib~ 
DEIIOIWi L.t11'LVCJRSON; IU.INOIS 
THOMAS S.P.I'ERIUEUO. VIRGINIA 

. . . OOMIVIITIEE ON VETERAN-S' AFFAIRS 
IW'IRV TEAGUI:. NEW MEXICO 
CIRO D. RDDRIGUEZ. TECAS 
JOE DONNEU Y,INDIANA • 
JEARY McNERNEY. CALIFORNIA 
ZACitARY T. SPACE, OHIO . - ' 
TNDTHY J. WAIZ, I.IINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLER. NEW JERSEY 
ANN KIIKAATRICK. ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE, YIICiiNIA 

MALCOM A. SHOI!TER 
STAFF DIRCCTOII 

-Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Sec~tary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon) 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

. ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN!fl:co~G~SS 
335 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

http:/lwterans.house.gov 

June 10, 2009 

REPUBLICANS 

.,..IIUYiiR. ... .,.,._ -
CUFF STEARNS. FLORIIlA 
JERRY MCIRAN,ICANSA8 
HENRY E. BROWN. JR., SOUTH CAROLINA 
JEFF MIWR, FLORIDA 
JOliN IIOCJZM,f,N, ARKANSAS 
BlllAN P. BILBIIAV, CALIFOIINIA 
DOUG LAM!IOIIN, COLORADO 
GUS M. BIURAICIS, FLDIIIQt. 
VERN BUCHANAN. FLOAIDA 
DAVIDP.IIOE. TENNE&Sai 

KINGSTON E. SMITH 
REPVBIJCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND aliEF COUNSEL 

I have authorized Congressman David P. Roe to travel on official government business to 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on June 15, departing and returning on the same day. 

Mr. Roe will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by Congressman 
Mike Thompson, Chairman of the Subcommittee on Terrorism, Human Intelligence, 
Analysis, and Counterintelligence of the Select Committee on Intelligence. The primary 
purpose of the Delegation's visit is to visit with service members stationed at 
Guantanamo Bay and view first-hand the conditions these service members have been 
working under. 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense could furnish such assistance as 
may be required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds 
for payment of actual and necessary expenses and transportation as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C, Section 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions. 
please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 202-225-3036. 

MS/jz 

Sincerely, 

'-Be&-
BOBFILNER 
Chairman 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary _ . 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washingt9n, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: ' 

June 3, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 2, 2009, regarding Codel Pastor to 
Seattle, Washington during the approximate period ofJune 5-7,2009. In addition to those 
previously listed, please note that Mr. Marlon Reiss has been invited to travel with the 
delegation. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, n ?~ NAN~SI 
Speaker 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRIIIIAN 
JOHN P. MUATl-IA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NOIIMAN O. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 

JERRY LEWIS, tAIJFOIINIA 
C. W. BLL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
RRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA MARCY KAPTUR. OHtO 

PETER J. VISCLOSKY,INDIANA 
NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK Q:ongrrss of thr tinittd ~tatrs 

RODNEY P. FIIEliNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD llAHfiT,I<ANSAS 

JOS~ E. SERRANO. NEW YORK 
ROSA L. lloLAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAt/IES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROliNA 
CHET EDWARDS, ll:XAS 
PATRK:K J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 

ttousr of 'Rtprumtatiuts 
ttommittte on Slpproprtations 
i111lashingtont f)Q: 205J5-60J5 

ZACH wNAP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON. MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN AIINEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK S1E1IEN KIRK. IWNOIS 
ANDER CIIENSIIAW, FLORIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER. TEXAS 
RODNEY III.EXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
J0 BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. RO'I}jMAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFOROD. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION IIERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARIIAAA LEE, CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINN!:SOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEYERI. Y PHElO 

TELEPHONE: 

June 9, 2009 I20212:ZS..2771 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C. A. •DUTCH. RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLMIO 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY 
DEB81E WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
ClAD AOOiliGUEZ. TEXAS 
UNCOLN DAVIS. Tt::NNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Robert Aderholt, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to travel with CODEL Kosmas on J\Ule 12-13, 2008, to 
the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The purpose of this trip is to attend the laWlch of 
Space Shuttle Endeavour, STS-127 and the accompanying NASA briefings. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 
31 usc 1108(g), 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air 
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by 
military air. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely. 

~~ 
Chairman 

I IIIII 



DAVID R. OBEY, lMSCONSIN, CiwRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
I>J.NI B. MOlLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
tAARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PETER J. VISCLOSKV.INDIANA 
NIT A M. LOWEY, NEW YORK 
JOst E. SERRANO, NEW YOAK 
ROSA L. O.LAURO. CONNECTICUT 
JAMES P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

(Longrtss of tht tlnitnt ~tatts 
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOII, ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICC, NORTH CAROLINA 
CHET EDWAAOS. TEXAS 
PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND 
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YOAK 
LUCilLE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CALIFORNIA 
SAM FARR, CALIFOIINIA 
JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS 
CAFIOLVN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN. NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BlSHOP. JR .. GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONDA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY Mc<:OlLUM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 
11M RVAN. OHIO 
CA 'DUTCH" RI.Jf'PERSBERGER, MARYlAND 
BEN CHANDI..ER, KENTUCKV 
DEBBIE WASSEliMAN SCHULTI!, FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
UNCOL.N DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1!\oost or Rtprtsmmtiuts 
~mmitttf on 9ppmpriations 
'lllashington, BQ: 20515-6015 

June 17, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS. CALIFOIINIA 
C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA 
HAROlD ROGERS. KENTLICKY 
fRANK A. WOLF, YIRGII\IIA 
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FRELIIIGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD nAHRT, KANSAS 
ZACH WN<IP, TENNESSEE 
TOM LATHAM, IOWA 
ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA 
JOANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS 
MIC>!AEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK, IWMOIS 
ANDER CRENS>!AW. FLORIDA 
DENIIIS R. REHBERG. MONTANA 
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS 
ROiliiiEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER. ALABAMA 
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
12021 225-2171 

Authorization is hereby given to Elizabeth Dawson, staff member of the Conunittee on 
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of June 27- July 3, 2009, to France 
and Belgium. The purpose of this trip is to review Department of Defense activities. 

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid 
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 
ll08(g). 

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making 
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via 
commercial aircraft. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Chairman 

7-09 

1111111111 



CHARLES .B. RANGEL. NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

FOIITNEY PETE STAIIK, CALIFOIINIA 
SANilEII M. I.E\IIN, MICHIGAN 
JIM McDERMOTT, WA&IINGTON 
JOHN LEWIS. GEOIIGIA 
AIOIAAD 1<. HEAL MAS$ACHUS5TTS 
JOtiN S. TANNER. n;NNI;SSEE 
XAVIER BECERRA, CALIFOIINI-. 
UOVD DOGGETT, TEXAS 
£Alii. POMEROY. NORTH DAICOTA 
MIKE THOMPSON. CALIFORNIA 
JOHN B. lARSON. CONNECTICUT 
EARl. BLUMENAUER, OREGON 
RON KIND. WISCONSIN 
BILL PASCREU. ..Ill., NEW JERSEY 
SHELUV BERKLfY, NEVADA 
J06a'H CIIOWLEY, NEW 'I'OAIC 
CHRIS YNI HOLUN, MAIIVI.AND 
KENDRICK 8. MEEK, F1.0NDA 
AU.YSON Y. SCHWAII'TZ, PIONNSYI.VANIA 
ARTUR DAVIS, AUIIAMA 
DANNY It DAVIS. ILLINOIS 
BOB ETHERIDGE, NORTH CAROUNA 
LINDA T. sANCHiiZ, CALIFORNIA 
BAlAN HIGGINS, NEW YOIIK 
JOHN A. YAAMUTH. KENTUCKY 
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June 25, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secreta.Jy of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretruy: 

DAVEe-, MICHIGAN 
WAU Y HEIICWI, CAUFORNIA 
SAM .JOHNSON. TEXAS 
KEVIN BRADY. 'mUoS 
PAUl RYAN. 'MSCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR. VIRGiliA 
.JOHN UNDER, GEOIKiiA 
DEYI'I-ES.CAUFORNIA 
PAlliiCK J. TIBER~ OHIO 
GINNY BAOWII-WAm, FlOMlA 
GEOFF DAVIS. ~NTUCKY 
DAVID G. REICHERT, W-TON 
CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, .JR., LOUISIANA 
DfAN HELLER, N&VADi>o 
PI;TEII J. ROSKAAI, l.IMOIS 

JOIHMUB. 
IIIINOflrrY trrNf DIIIECTOII 

This is to inform you that I will be leading a Congressional Delegation to 
Nairobi, Kenya, during the approximate time period of Saturday, August 1 
through Saturday, August 8, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session 
during this time. 

The primary purpose of this trip is to attend the eighth annual United 
States-Sub-Saharan Africa Trade and Economic Cooperation Forum ("AGOA 
Forum") being held in Nairobi at that time. 

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 
u.s.c. 1108 (g). 

CBR/gsm 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

June 26, 2009 

T-267 P.002/003 F-266 

Thank you for your actions to eradicate our nation's use of torture. We agree that the use 
of tortUre, under any circum.!itance, is simply wrong. Wi1hin hours of taking office, you 
began the process of restoring a standard of moral behavior on this issue. We are proud to 
have a President who works to provide for the common defense of our nation's land and 
peopJe along with lhe common defense of our nation's values. 

As veterans who now serve our country in the House of Representatives, we know that 
the use of torture not only degrades the values we served to protect, but that it endangers 
servicemen and women on rhe front lines today. h1temarionally acceptable interrogation 
standards ho.oor our own forces by ensuring that, when they are asked to fight for Justice 
and the rule of law, they will not be asked to abrogate the rule oflaw or besmirch their 
own sense of justice. 

Recallina the controversy surrounding enhanced interrogation techniques and the legal 
justifications for torture offered by the Bush Administration, we request clarification on a 
few issues that have been raised about your Executive Order 13491, Ensuring-Lawful 
l111errogm ions. 

First, the Order does not define armed con11ict. Since this is a central concept to the 
0Ider, given 'that all intenogation.s mtl!l'l. comply with Army Field Manual 2·22.3 
(Manual) if an individual is under our nation ·s control due to armed conflict, how do you 
define armed conflict? 

Second, .are there individuals currently under the control of the United States on whom 
your Administration does not confer the protections ofthc Manual's interrogation 
standards? 

Third, if there are individuals Wlder the control of the United States who are not afforded 
the protections of the Manual, do those individuals- regardless of how the United States 
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classifies them - receive the benefit of the Detainee Treatment Act (the McCain 
Amendment), specifically protection from "cruel, inhuman. or degrading treatment or 
punishment?~~ 

Fourth. to what. if any, criminal sanctions would an agent of the United States 
!IOVemment be subject for breakins tbe provisions of the Detainee Treatment Act? 

Fifth, the current Manual provides reasonable examples of prohibited actions, e.g., 
watcrboarding, electric shocks. and deprivation of food. What prevents the U.S. Anny 
from changing the Manual and altering the defined prohibited activities? 

Again, we sincerely appreciate your efforts on this vital matter and would welcome 
clarification of these issues. Your Order takes the United States in the right direction by 
providing protection from torture; however, we feel that positive law both to prohibit 
tenure or cruel, inhuman, and degrading treatment by our agents and to define a baseline 
ofwhar constitutes this type of treatment is essential to our democracy. We ask for your 
suppon in this endeavor. 

We look forward to working wirh you to help our nation restore its standing as a fair and 
hwnane world power. 

Sincerely. 

·p~ 
Member of Congress 

Air~ 
& .• .Lj·1nv~ 
Edward Marke 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

CC: Robert Gates. Secretary of Defense 
Eric Holder. Attorney General of the Uniled States 
Dennis Blair, Director of National Intelligence 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 

HENRY CUELLAR 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

SENIOR WHIP 
June 22, 2009 

1155 Defense Pentagon, Rm. 30921 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITlUON 
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<XlNm.VATION,CKEDIT, 
ENEI\OY, AND ltE&AROI 
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WASHINGTON OFFICI! 
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PHON& (lOll Ul-1640 

PM (20Z) 12S.IMI 
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I understand that my Legislative fellow, (b)(S) has applied for the position of Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense-Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. As Chair of 
the Subcommittee on Emergency Communications, Preparedness. and Response of the House Homeland 
Security Committee, I would like ask for your support and offer my strong endorsement of (b (6 or the 
position of Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense- Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil 
Authorities 

(b)(S) has spent the last 28 years serving his country and specifically the last 8 years working at the 
forefront of Homeland Defense/Security and Emergency Preparedness and Response issues. He has been 
involved at the beginning of every major issue facing our post 9/11 environment. He was decorated for 
his actions on 9/11, he managed the Defense Departments efforts to secure our airports and borders as the 
TSA and newly reorganized CBP and ICE organizations were stood up and he authored the flfSt ever 
Defense Intelligence Strategy, a seminal document designed to provide guidance and clarity to our 
Defense InteUigence organizations. 

Continuing to serve as a Volunteer Advanced Life Support provider in Fairfax County. Va. (b)(S) 

is well versed in both emergency preparedness and response as well as having a through understanding of 
the intricate relationship between the Executive and Legislative branches. Combining this experience with 
his defense expertise, he would provide the Defense Department with political expertise and an 
understanding and ability to talk the language of the local officials that the Civil Support mission requires. 

Please consider this as my strong endorsement o (b)(S) s a leading candidate for Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense- Crisis Management and Defense Support to Civil Authorities. 

LAREIX) 

60l EAST CAL 1UN ROAD 
SUITI!l 

LAREDO, TX 711041 
PHON& 1956} llS-;)15}9 
FM (956) 125-Z647 

If selected, he will be a credit to the Administration and the Department. 

SANAMTONIO 
615 EAST HOUSTON STIIEirr 

SUI1E451 
SJ\N ANTONIO, TX 1S<OS 

I'IIO'N& !1101171-MSI 
F111t> (Z(OJ 217-6671 

Sincerely, 

/l __ ~ 
TS:gressman 

28th District of Texas 
SEOUitJ 

100 SOUTH AUSTIN SJ1\EET 
SVITI! I 

SEOUIN, TX 18m 
PHONE. (830} 401-IJ<IS7 

fA)(, (610) 179-®84 

McAWN 
}20 NORTH MAIN STREET 

SI.JllEl!l 
M<:AL~.EN, TX mo1 

PHONE (956) 631-48:16 
FAX. (9.16) 6li-42SI 

lUOGRANDE an 
IOONORTil F.M. Jl67 

IUOGRANDI!c:rJY, TX 7allll 
FHONI!o (956} ii!J-51503 

FAX, (956) o(88.(J952 



JOE SESTAK 
7TH DISTRICT, l'eNNSVt.VANIA 

Mr. Eric Fanning 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2011 

June4, 2009 

Department of Defense Legislative Liaison 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

COf.NiflEES· 

ARMED SERVICES 

AIR AND lAND FoRCES 

0v£RSIGH't AND looVlOSnGATIONS 

SEAI'OWeR AND EXPEDITIONARV foRcES 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

EAALV CHilDHOOO, ELEMENTARY AND 
SEcONDARY EDUCATION 

HEA&.n<, EMPLOYMENT, LAeOII 
AND PENSIONS 

SMALL BUSINESS 
VICE CHAIRMAN 

FINANe£ IWO TAX 

CoNTJOACnNG AND TECHNOI.OGV 

REGULATION, HEALTH CARE AND TRADE 

RE: Letter of Recommendation, Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US Navy (Ret) 

Dear Mr. Fanning, 

It is my distinct pleasure to most strongly recommend Rear Admiral Richard A. Buchanan, US 
Navy (Ret) for a non-career position in the Obama-Biden Administration. His Presidential 
Appointment Application has been submitted, and I am most pleased to be able to provide a 
detailed letter~ a listed reference in his application. 

Admiral Buchanan has an extensive and distinguished career in the militmy service and in the 
private sector. He has proven his outstanding leadership, tremendous business acumen and 
creative strategic mind in a number of challenging and responsible positions as outlined on his 
attached resume. 

Specifically, I want to bring to your attention that his extraordinarily diverse militarY experience 
as Commanding Officer ofUSS Parche SSN 683, as Commander Submarine Group Two and as 
the Director of Operations and Logistics at United States Strategic Command makes him 
particularly suited for Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Installations and Environment, for 
Under Secretary of Energy in the Department of Energy and as the Principal Deputy Director for 
the Director of National Intelligence. 

As the President and ChiefExecutive Officer of the United States Navy Memorial Foundation, 
he has a true appreciation for and is especially well informed about personnel issues that affect 
the Defense Department and the Department ofV eterans Affairs. His extensive experience and 
enthusiasm for the importance of high quality men and women to serve in our military today and 
for those individuals to be supported, as veterans, after their service is complete is remarkable. 
His background hi these areas of interest supports his nomination as Under Secretary of Defense 
for Personnel and Readiness or Under Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Benefits. 

It has been my pleasure to know of Admiral Buchanan's outstanding leadership skills, personal 
ambition and charismatic leadership personally and by reputation throughout his active duty 
military career and in his private sector career with EDS supporting Navy Marine Corps Intranet; · 
at Raytheon where his responsibilities for Navy programs gave him great insight into contracting 
and program management as well as the financial responsibilities in the for-profit business 
world; and at the Navy Memorial Foundation where his creative and strategic vision inspired 

600 NORTH Jl\cl<soN STREET, Sum 203 
M~DIA. PA 1 9063 
111101892-8623 

\022lONGWORTit HDUR ~ICE BuiLDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

12021 226-201\ 



significant improvements in the recognition for the men and women who serve in the Navy and 
the Sea Services. 

I can unequivocally support Admiral Buchanan as a candidate for any of the Obama- Biden 
Administration positions identified in the enclosed list. Thank you for considering this 
outstanding candidate for service in our government. 

) Warmly. 

J~~ 

Enclosures: 
• Potential Presidential Appointments 
• Resume for Rear Admiral Buchanan 
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JOE SESTAK couurmg· 

71lt Dl&liltcr,f'!NNim.VNIIA 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Room3D844 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

(202) 225-2011 

Jtine 30, 2009 

ARMED SEFtVlCES 

AIR AND LAND fooc:H 

EDUCATION AND LABOR 

EAIILY CHILDHOOD, Eu!MeNTAav ANO 
SEODNDA"" EouCA-.-

SMAL~ BUSINESS 
VICECH-

F-&NIDTAX 

Colmw;niOG- T5ollloiDGY 

lltGULA'IIIIN, HEAI.m CMc-T-

In the FY 2009 Defense Appropriation Bill (the Consolidated Security, Disaster 
Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act) was a $1.2 million dollar appropriation for a 
project requested through my office. That project, which was brought to my attention by Data 
View, Inc., a small business in my District, was for a key component ofthe Pentagon's 
Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Enviromnent (AERIE), the use of uncomplicated 
visualizations ·that rapidly convey complex incident or event situation information to incident 
command and. agency leadership. Today I was informed that these funds may not be used for 
this purpose, but rather to fund the development and implementation of a notification system. 
This is unacceptable, and I request your assistance in either clarifying the situation or rectifying 
it. 

During a process to oversee the expenditure of appropriated funds which I requested, my . 
staff called the Pentagon Force Protection Agency (PFP A) and was informed that they would be· 
provided a status update. This morning the Executive Director for Data View, Inc. contacted my 
office to say he has been notified by the PFPA that his project was not going to ·be funded this 
year, despite the appropriation.· Rather, funding for the project would be revisited in FY2010. I 
have asked Data View, Inc. to put together a more detailed chronology of its contacts with 
PFP A, which is enclosed. 

Data View, Inc. is a small company.with limited contract work. They will be unable to 
maintain their staff through to FY20 I 0 on the potential for funding in that fiscal year. They have 
also informed me that if the project could at least be partially ftmded in FY09 and then further 
funded in FYI 0, that would allow them to maintain their staffing and intellectual resource levels. 

As a fonner Three Star Admiral with thirty-one years experience in the Navy, having 
worked both in the White House and the Pentagon, I am fully aware of the financial constraints 
faced by agencies such as PFPA. But I am also aware of the difficulties faced by small 
businesses attempting to provide contract work within the Defense Department. (The 
chronology highlights the false starts and changes of direction just on this project.) 

100 I'IOIITH J...:a!IN 511&T, 6UITE :i0i11 
IAIIDIA. PA 190113 
1e1ol 1192-t&al 

1022lONGwo'"" HouSE O•ou Bv~ 
WAUIIIHITON. 0C 2Ql16 

(ZG2) 225-2011 
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Tho Honorable Robert Gates 
June 30, 2009 

04:21 :18 p.m. 06-30-2009 

I requested these appropriated funds for a project that would provide needed added 
security to the Pentagon and could be done by an innovative and hardworking small business. 
The concept of dynamic visualization in this project has significant potential in improving 
communications and coordination ofinter-agency and inter-jurisdiCtional issues_ And I believe­
that PFP A, and in particular the Integrated Emergency Operations Center, is an ideal candidate to 

. be a showc~ for this type of collaborative tool with its mission to rapidly comprehend 
situational awareness and communicate actionable information in context. 

Mr. Secretary, I request that the $1.2 million dollars, or at least a significant portion of 
that funding appropriated in the FY09 Defense budget be us~, as intended, to implement a 
system that utilizes uncomplicated visualizations that rapidly convey complex incident or event 
situation infonnation to incident command and agency leadership as a key component of the 
·Pentagon's Advanced Emergency Response Integrated Environment (AERlE)-

1 look forward to your assistance in this matter. I can be reached through my Chief of 
Staff, Bibiana Boerio~ at 202-225-201 1. 

Thank you for your service to our Nation. 

Sincerely. 

oe Sestak 
Member of Congress 

Cc: Paul Juola. Subcommittee Clerk, House Defense Appropriation Subcommittee 
Mr. Stephen Calvery, Diroctor a( Pentagon Force Protection Agency 
Mr. Mark Wallace, Director ofthe Pentagon Integrated Emergency Operations Center 

Enclosure 

3/5 



DAVID A. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTON 
ALAN B. MOllOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA 
MARCY KAPT\JII, OHIO 
PETER J . VISCI.OSKY, INDIANA 
NlT A M. l.OINEY, NEW YORK 
JosE E. SERRANO, "'EW YORK 
ROSA l . D<lAUAO, CONNECTICUl 
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA 

~n11rrss of thr tlnittd ~tatrs 
JOH"' W. OLVER. MASSACHUSETTS 
ED PASTOR. ARIZONA 
DAVID E. PRICE, NORlll CAROl IIIlA 
CHETEDWAROIS, TEXAS 
PATRICKJ. KENNEDY, RHODE ISI.AND 
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LIJCIUE ROYBAL-ALLARD. CAUFOIINIA 
SAM FARR, CAUFORIIA 
JIOSSE L. JACKSOIII, JR .. IUIHOIS 
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MIOIIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN A. ROlli MAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD 0. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA 
MICHAEL HONOA. CALIFORNIA 
BETTY McCOU.UM, MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARVLANO 
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY 
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA 
CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS 
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. SALAZAII. COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

!\oust of 'RtprtSmtatiocs 
trommitttt on £\pproprtations 
~ashington, 'B~ 20515-6015 

June 29, 2009 

JeRRY LEWIS, CALIFORHIA 
C. W. BILl YOUNG. FlORIDA 
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY 
FRANK R. WOLF, VlftGINIA 
JACK KINGSTON. GEORGIA 
RODNEY P. FllliLINGHUYSEN, NlW JERSEY 
TODD 'TlAHAT, KANSAS 
ZACH WAMP, TENN£SS£E 
TOM LATHAM, laNA 
ROBERT B. AOERHOI. T, AI.ABAMA 
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI 
KAY GRANGER. TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULB!RSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILLINOIS 
ANDER CRENSHAW. FUOAIDA 
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONT AAA 
JOHN R. CARTEII. TEXAS 
ROONEY ALEXAND£11. LOUISIANA 
KEN CALVERT, CAUFOANIA 
JO IIONNER. ALABAMA 
STeVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO 
TOM COLE, OI<LAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR 
BEVEAl Y PHETO 

TELEPHONE: 
(202122&-2"' 

. Thank you for your letter of June 22, 2009, regw;ding the Presidential Helicopter 
Replacement Program. 

While I appreciate your concerns about controlling the costs of this program, I am deeply 
concerned about the lack of value that the nation has to show for the substantial investment made 
to date. It is the Congress, and the Appropriations Committee in particular, that will end up 
carrying the burden of accommodating the changes in judgment and past missteps associated 
with this program. 

I understand that from the period December 2003 through the present the Department of 
Defense has spent $3.2 billion on this program and has acquired a total of 9 aircraft 5 of which 
could be put to operational use. 

I finnly believe that we must be able to demonstrate some value from the investment 
made in this program. Therefore I strongly encourage you to make use of those VH-71 
helicopters that could be placed into operational service as soon as possible. 

I look forward to your reply. 

~ncerely, ,--- __ . 

~- \rlP '·~ 
~!;!milia 
Defense Subcommittee 
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The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Departmont of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary: 

1uly2, 2009 

P. 02/02 
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'1'111~ (J60) lSS-U(MI 

'""; (760) JSS-810l 

Wl!l.llritc: WWW,IIbulld.plll'llner 

On June 30, 2009, Seaman AL1gust Provost was found dead in 1 Camp Pendleton guard 
shack. Tite press is reporting that the body was bt.nnod. The de :.th of Mr. Provost is suspected 
as a homicide and possible tun:e crime. I am writing to urge yo 1 to begin a full and detailed 
investigation ou the death of ~lr. Provost. 

Mr." Provost made the settles! :md courageous decision to servo.~ his couutry, and regardless of 
his sexual orientation, he sh01fd be treated with honor and re.B} ect 

I trust and hope the military wilJ invcstipte this homicide and possible hate crime in a 
professional manner. I am rec.usting full disclosure in this mater. 

I look forward to your timely r:sponse. If you have any qucsti• DB. please do not hesitate to 
contact me at 619-422-5963.· 

BF/wl 
2515414 



CHARLES B. RANGEL. NEW YORK, 
CHAIRMAN 

FORTNEY PElE STARK. CALIFORNIA 
SANDER Ill. LEVlN. MICIIGAN 
JIM McDERMOTT, WASHINGTON 
JOHN LEWIS. GfORGIA 
RICHARD E. NEAL, MASSAcHUSETTS 
JOHNS. TANNER. tENNESSEE 
XAVIER BECERRA, CALIFORNIA 
U.OVD DOGGETT, TEXAS 
EARL POMEROY, NORTH (W(OTA 
MIKE THOMPSON, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN 8. LARSON, CONNECTICUT 
EAAL BLUMENAUER. OREGON 
RON ICINO, WISCONSIN 
BIU. PASCRELL JR., NEW JEitSEV 
SHELLEY BERICLEV, NEVAOA 
JOSEPH CROWlEY. NEW YORK 
CHRIS VAN Hou.EN, MARYLAND 
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ART\JII DAVIS, ALABAMA 
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CHIEF COUNSEL ANO STAFF DIRECTOR 
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

11 02 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
(202) 225-3625 

iiDashington, "BQ: 205l5-6;ts 
http://waysandmea ns.house.gov 

June 26, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
.Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

DAVI: CAMP.IIIICHtGAH 
WALLY !EAGER. CALIFORNIA 
SAM JOiiNSON. TEXAS 
KEVIN BIIADY, TEXAS 
PAUL RYAN. WISCONSIN 
ERIC CANTOR. IIIRGINIA 
JOHN UNDER. GEORGIA 
DEVIN NUNES. CALFORNIA 
PATRICKJ. nBEA~OHIO 
GINNV BROWN-WAITE, FLORIDA 
GEOFF DAVIS, KENl\JClCV 
DAYII G. REICHERT. WASHINGTON 
CHARlES W. BOUSTANY, JR. LOUISIANA 
DEAN HEL~R. NEVADA 
PETER J. ROSKAM, ILLINOIS 

JON TRAUB, 
MIN01117Y STAFF lllll!lCTOII 

This letter is to authorize Congressman Charles Boustany, Jr. (R-MD) to 
participate on the CODEL being led by Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) to Lebanon, 
Cyprus, and Egypt, with a short stop to refuel in either Ireland or Germany. 
This travel will take place during the period of Saturday, June 27 through 
Wednesday, July 1, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session during 
this time. 

The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government 
officials to discuss economic security, trade, and energy concerns of these 
countries, as well as meet with the newly elected leadership for the Lebanese 
government. 

It would be appreciated if the U~S. Department of Defense could furnish 
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this 
trip. The eJCpenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by 
31 u.s.c. 1108 (g). . 

CBR/jg 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates · 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 24, 2009 

This is in further reference to my letter of June 19, 2009 regarding Rep. Alcee 
Hastings and Codel June 26- July 3, 2009. In addition to the previously mentioned 
travelers, please note that the Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D-GU) is authorized to 
travel. 

Thank you in advance for yoW' prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

()~~ 
NANCY PELOSI 
Speaker of the House 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

. ' . 
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COMNEIIIOWN. FI.ORtOA 
VIC IIN\'DEJI, AIIKANSAS 
MICIW!L H. MIOIAUD, -
II1EI'HANE HEIIIIE1H ~SOUTH DAKOT" 
IWIIIY E.IIIITCHEU. AAIZON.t 
JOHN J . HAU. NEW 'IOftK 

11.6. _,oUje of Btpr~mtatibes 
PiiiiOMHL KAI.VDRSDN,IUIN018 
~OMAS S.P. PEII~IELLO, lllfiGINIA 
HAIII'IY TEAGUE,- MEXICO 
CIAO D. IIODAIOUEZ. Tlii(AS 
JOE DONNEU.V.INDIANA 
JBIAV Mc:N£11NEY. CALifORNIA 
v.ot/ISIVT. &PACE. OHIO. 
TIMOTHY J . WAJ.L MINNESOTA 
JOHN H. ADLDI;NI!W JERSEY 
ANN KIRKPATRICK. ARIZONA 
GLENN C. N\'E. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHORTliR 
IITPH DIRECTOII 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department ofDefense 
.I 000 Defense Pen~gon 

· Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMIITEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING . 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

tmp:/lveterana.house.gov 

June 22, 2009 

IU'F Sl£AAtiS. I\OIIKII< 
JEIII'IY MOIWtiWISAII 
HEI\IIY E. IIIOWN. JR.. 801m1 CAIIOIJNA 
JEFf MILLER.~ 
JOHNBOOZMAN.ARICAN5AS 
8111AN P.IIIL!IMY. CALIFORNIA 
DOUG LAMIOII"'. COLORADO 
GUS M. IIURAKIS, FI.OIIM 
VEIWIIIII.ICHNIAN, FLORIIlA 
DAIIIO P. ftOE. T!NNESSEE 

·~UIIG5TUN ~- SMmt 
MPUBUCHI STAff DIRiCTOII 

AND CHIEF OOUNiiliL 

I authorize Congressman Joe Donnelly to travel on official government business to Iraq, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Afghanistan, and Germany during the period of June 26-July 3, 2009. 

Mr. Donnelly will be accompanying the Congressional Delegation headed by 
Congressman Brad Ellsworth, member of the House Committee on Anned Services. The 
primary purpose of the Delegation's visit is to meet with our troops and future veterans 
on the ground to better gauge troop morale, listen to their concerns, and fonnulate ideas 
and remedies to the problems they are facing once they leave military service. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be 
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be 
required, including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for 
payment of actual and necessary expenses and transporta~ion as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to title 31, U .S.C, Sectiop 11 O&(g). 

-' 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, 
please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653. 

Chairman 

MS/jz 

t 
--'---



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
· Secretary 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 23, 2009 

This is in further referenc~ to my letter of June 18, 2009, regarding Codel Neal 
June 26- July 5, 2009. Please note that the following people have been ilivited to travel 
with the delegation in country: Jarni Papa; Sighle Doherty, Grainne Nf Neill, and Orla 
O'Hanrahan. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



C!rungress nf t]Je ltlnittb B>tates 
lluldJington, ilQt 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary, Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 25th, 2009 

We are writing to request a briefmg with reference to the Department ofDefense School of 
Nursing. The DoD School of Nursing provision was passed by the House of Representatives as part of 
HR 2647, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2010. It directs the Department to establish a DoD 
School of Nursing that will graduate not less than 100 nurses per year with a Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing degree by 2015. 

The purpose of this briefing will be to brief Representatives Rodriguez; Smith, Gonzalez, and 
Cuellar of the San Antonio delegation, and our staffs, on the Department's efforts and plans to establish a 
DoD School of Nursing per PL 110-181, the National Defense Authorization Act for 2008, Section 955, 
and discuss initial thoughts on appropriate locations for such a school. 

.. , 
Specifically, we would like to discuss preliminary bas~g optio~ and the viability of Fort Sam 

Houston, Lackland AFB, or other area assets as homes for the DoD School of Nursing, including the 
potential for partnerships with the Department of Veterans Affairs and locations of poly-trauma centers to 
aid in the education and training of nurse candidates. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request. We look forward to hearing from you promptly 
on a possible meeting date. Please feel free to contact us directly or Representative Rodriguez's Military 
Legislative Assistant, Norm Cannon, with any concerns or questions at (202) 225-4511 or 
Nonn.Cannon@.mail.house.gov. 

,./} . 
_ ~erely, \ ~.~\) ./_ _ 

l. .-;t~.J) -l)Lcc~:~ 
C100 D. Rodriguez . _...- . / 
M ofCongress 

'~ 
Charles A. Gonzalez 
Member of Congress 

1 ·'" 

HenryCuell 
:Member of Congress 

PAINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defease 
1000 DefeDSe Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 
VIA FAX: 703571.8951 

. REFERENCE: NAVY SEAMAN AUGUST PROVOST m 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

liJ002/00Z 

cetMnE&S: 
JUDICIARY 
IIIICCIIIIII'Ii 

Cclullfa. "ltti~Nt~~Mf, ROIIIIIU.R!UM. P1aEJr1Y 
~ ~.fWUOia. 80MIIII 

IIIDIM\',RO~IAf 

C~a~~, y....,...- HIIMIIAID aaum · 
HOMELAND .SECURITY 

IUICIIlfollllm. 
CMWI 

~1111:11111Y-~ 
PltOIIOIO' 

a.a. ........... GI.GUL~ 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

.-rfiU: 

A1wt:A - GI.ClM. Hf.ALm 
MmiU .-......!!!,.Sount.-.. --­DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS . -CONGReS$ICINM. BLACK CAUCUS 

0... 
CONGAeSSIONAL CI:IJ.DAiiN'S CAUCUS 

I am reqae.tJag a Coagreuional Inquiry into possible aUegations 
surroundiag the murder of Seaman Provost who was found dead Tuesday, Jue 30, 
2009 at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton. north of San Diego that require the 
faD attention of the Armed Serviees Committee. Seaman Provost was a resident of 
the TX tat' Congressional District aad a constitaent of mine. 

Oa behalf of the constituents of the Eighteenth Cougressienal District of 
Teus, I met with the lamfty of Tweaty-nine year-old Heustoo native Na'f)' Seaman 
Aapst Provut m last Friday eveniag. The family wu told that SeaDWl Provoat 
wu shot three timea, had bil haods' aod feet boud, hJI moatla gagged, 8lld his body 
may have beeD bul'lled. lllave committed to the family tllat a fuU iavestlptioo lato 
the aurder of Seamaa Provost wiD take place. 

We have the greatest respect of the U.S. Military. It il the backboae of oar 
Demouacy. However, those who senre ill the U.S. 'MiUtary should. IN able to serve 
without ~a cern of violeac:e betweea military penonneL I look forward to a positive 
response so that I can report baek to the family. 



RUSH HOLT 
'I'welflh District, New Jersey 

1214 Longworth Building 
Washington. D.C. 20515 

202-225-5801 
Fax 202·225-6025 • 50 Wa.•hingtoo Road 

West Windsor, NJ 0!!5.50 
609-750-9365 

otongress of tfJe lllniteit ~tntes 
Fax 609-750-0618 

hltpJ/holthouse.gov 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 2, 2009 

Choir 
SelectlntcUigence Oversight Panel 

Committee on Appropriations 

Committee on Education 
and Labor 

Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence 

'Committee on Natural Resources 

This is to inform you that the delegation I was going to lead to Macedonia, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the time period of May 25-June 2, 2009 was cancelled. 

Thank you very much for your time and assistance with this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~M 
RUSH HOLT 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 
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Jul. 10. 2009 12:34PM 

. Cnngress uf t~e 1tnitd etatn 
••Bfringfon, DC ail!!! 

Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretmy of Defense 
u~.~ofD~ 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washiqton, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Sccrcwy: 

July 10, 2009 

No. 2701 P. 2 

We are requesting &briefing on the draft Reque.st for Proposal (RFP) for the KC­
X acquisition, prior to its release to indusuy. 

A. members of the United States Houso of RepreseftWives, we are most 
interested in understanding the intended evaluation and criteria from the previous source 
selection and the rationale for those changes. In addition, we wmt to_ understand the 
steps the Department has taken to address the areas of conccm indcn1ified by the Juno 18, 
2008, General Accountability Office KC~X nJling. 

~ you may recal~ during your testimony before the U.S. Senate Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense on June 8, 2009, you stated that you would "share lbe draft 
RFP hen: in CongRSS as bema a transpareot process... . 

Mr. Secretary. we apprc:oiatc your S1ated commitment to move forward quickly in 
an open and traosparem manner with this acquisition effort and look forward to your 
respoDSc to tbis request. To schedule this briefing, please contact Jon Hand with 
CoDgreS~JDaD Jo Bonner at {202) 225-4931. 

IoBonner 
United States Representative 

F"JrSt District- Alabama 

Ill 



- --- -----------···· 

Ju1.10. 2009 12:34PM 

Parker 
United States Re))lreseJ1tati'Ve 
Fifth D.istri"-Alabama 

ArturDavis 
United States R.cprcscntative 
Sevemh District:.. Alabama 

No. 2701 P. 3 

' 
~~.A 

Robert Aderholt 
United States Rcpmc:ntative 
Fomth District- Alabama 
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SUE MYRICK 
~ ~. NoRTM CAioOUNA 

eo-rrn;a: 
ENERGY "Ntl COMMERCE 

c-Ace, TRAce, ~D CoNsuMER l'lloTECTION 

ENEA<IY-""' Qu~LI1Y 

RNANCIAL SERVICES 
(I)N LEA'OIEl 

William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
Public Affairs 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Deat Mr. Lynn: 

t:ongttSS of tbt 1lnittb &>tate~ 
Jlousr of ~~entatibtl 

1illal'bington, JJC 20515 

July 7, 2009 

D 

D 

D 

~002 

230 ~ HDuiE OHu iiUII.DINo w-IOG'RIN. oc l051s 
(2021225-1976 

FAX! 121121 ~-

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

f5ZS ~ BOI/UIINIO 
SI.ITE 100 

CHAA~ NC 21121 1 
(704l 382-1080 

FAX: (704136~ 

197 WUT MAl~ AVEMII 
G...,_IA, NC 28~2 

(104186'-1876 
FAX! 1704) IIM-2446 

I write to personally invite you to join me and top government officials for a summit of moderate 
American Muslim leaders on July 20, 2009. The meeting will take place from 3:00.5:00 pm in the 
Congressional Room North, located in the US Capitol Visitors Center. You are also welcome to stay for 
a sec::ond session when these leaders meet with Members of Congress. 

Over the past several years, many Members of Congress have bad great concerns about the groups with 
whic:h government agencies m~t and use for outreach to the American Muslim community. This 
meeting seeks to link government officials with often-overlooked, moderate Muslim leaders. 

During the meeting, moderate Muslim leaders I have invited will talk about their organizations and their 
pro&rams. (n addition, they will discuss issues important to the Muslim community here in America and 
analyze several international issues. You will be able to ask them questions about their work ~md obtain 
their opinions about issues of interest to you and your office. 1 have personally met with these leaders and 
worked with their groups on many projects~ I am confident you will find this time with them very 
valuable. 

If for some reason you ~nnot attend, I ask that you please send a representative from your office. 
However, it is my hope that you can attend this very important summit on July 20. 

For more information, please contact my staffer, Andy Polk, at Andy.Polk@mail.bouse.gov or 202-225-
1976. Please RSVP to him by July 16,2009. 

Sincere! , 

A Myrick 
Member of Congress 



DAVID R. OBEY. WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN 
JOHN P. MIJATHA. PENNSYLVANIA 
NORMAN D. DICKS. WASHINGTOfj 
AlAN B. MOllOHAN, MSlVWOGNA 
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO 
PfTEII J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA 
NIT AM. LOWEY, NEW VOAK 
JOsE li . SERRANO, NEW YORK 
ROSA L DEI.AURO, CONNEC'I'ICIIT 
JAME:I P. MORAN. VIRGINIA 

<rongrrss of thr mnitrd ~tarrs 
JOHN W. OI.VIiR, UAS&ACHUSETrS 
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA 
W.VIO E. I'IIICE. NOATH CI\IIOUNA 
CHET EDWARDS. TiXAS 
PATRICK J . KENNEOV, RHODE ISLAND 
MAlMICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK 
LUOUE RDYBAL·ALI..AIID, CAURIRNIA 
SAM FAftll. CAI.IFOIINIA 
JESSE L JACKSON, JA. IUJNOIS 
CAROLYN C. KLPATAICK, MICHIGAN 
ALLEN BOYD. FLOIIIDA 
CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA 
STEVEN R. ROTHUAN, NEW JERSEY 
SANFORD D. BISHOI'. JR., GEORGIA 
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS 
IIAABARALEE,CALIFOANIA 
ADAM SCHIFF, CAUfORNIA 
UICHAEL HONDA, CAUFOIINIA 
BETTY UCCOlLUM. MINNESOTA 
STEVE ISRAEL NEW YORK 
TIM RYAN. OHIO 
CA. ' DUTOI" RUI'PERSIIEfiGER, IAARVLAND 
BEN CHANDLER. KENTUCI<Y 
DE881E WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA 
ORO ROOIIIGUEZ, TEXAS 
LINCOLN DA\115, TENNESSEE 
JOHN T. S/>UoZNl, COLORADO 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!louse of 1RtprtSrntatints 
~mmittet on S!ppropriatlons 
Washington, B<t 205J5-60J5 

July 6, 2009 

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA 
C. w. BILL VOUNO, FLORI». 
HAFIOI.O ROGEIIS, KENl\ICI(Y 
FRANKA.~.-IA 
JACK KINGSlON, G6lRGIA 
ROONEY P. FREUNCHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY 
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS 
lACH WAW., TENIIESSEE 
TOM LATHAM. IOWA 
ACIIIRT B. ADERHOLT, ALA8AMA 
JOANN EMEASON, ~ 
KAVGRANGO, TEXAS 
MICHAEL K. S&IPSON, IDAHO 
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS 
MARK STEVEN KIRK. ILUNOIS 
ANDER CIIENSIIAW, fLORIIl.A 
DENNIS R. AEHilERO, MONTANA 
JOHft R. CARTER. TEXAS 
ROONEY AI.EXANOER, LOUISIANA 
K£N CALVERT. CALIFORNIA 
JO BONNER, ALABAMA 
STEVE'I C. lolTOURETTI!, OHIO 
TOM COLE. OKLAHOMA 

CLERK AND STAI'f CIAECTOII 
BEVERLY PHETO 

TEL£l'HONE: 
(202!22W771 

This letter is to authorize Congresswoman Kay Granger, member of the 
Committee on Appropriations, to 1ravel on July 10-11, 2009, to Marinette, Wisconsin and 
return to Ft. Worth, Texas . .. lb~ .pmpose of this trip is to attend a.keellaying for the new 
USS Fort Worth at the Marinette Marine Shipyard. 

I request the expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses such as transportation and military escorts as may be required as authorized by 
31 usc 11 08(g). 

I would appreciate the Department of Defense, specifically the United States Air 
Force, furnishing such assistance as may be required. Travel will be conducted by 
military air. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~(!;~ 
~'=I 



DEMOCRATS 

-~CA.._,~ 

COAAINE BROWN, Fl.OIIIDA 
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS 
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE 
STEPHAN IE HERSETH SANDUN. SOUTH DAAOTA 
,_RV E. MITCHELL, ARIZONA 
JOHN J . HALL, NEW YORK 
DEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILLI~OIS 
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA 
HAARV TEAGUE. NEW MEXICO 
CIAO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS 
JOE DONNEll V, INDIANA 
JERRY McNERNEY. CALIFORNI.A 
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHfO 
TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOT .. 
JOHN H. ADlER, NEW JE~Y 
ANN ICIRKPATAKX. ARIZONA 
GLENN C. NYE. VIRGINIA 

MALCOM A. SHOIITER 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

11.~ . .,ou't of ~tpre,mtatibtS 
COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

335 CANNON House OFfiCE BUILDING 

WASHINOTON, DC 20615 

http://veterans.houae.gov 

July 7, 2009 

REPIJ8LICAHS 

8T&VE IUYIII. - IIAIIItiiiiG 
WFF STEARNS, FI.ORIM 
JERRY MOIIAN. KANSAS 
HENRY E. BROWN, JR., WUTll CAAOUNA 
JEFF MILLER. R.OIIIOA 
JOliN BOOZIIoii.N, Afti(ANSAS 
BRIAN P. BILBRAY, CAUFORNIA 
DOUG LAMBORN. COI.OAAOO 
GUS M. BIURAKIS. FL.ORIOA 
VERN BUCiiANAN, FLORIDA 
DAVID P. ROE. TENIIIESSEI: . 

~INGSTON f . ~MITH 
REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

AND CHEF COUNSEL 

. As part of the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs responsibilities, I authorize Cathleen 
Wiblerno, Director of the Subcommittee on Health, and Martin Herbert, Director of the 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, to travel on official government business to 
Chicago, IL and Hines, IL during the period of August 11-13,2009. In addition, Sidath 
Pananga.la, Analyst on Veterans Policy with the Congressional Research Service will accompany 
Ms. Wiblemo and Mr. Herbert as a detailee. 

The primary purpose of their visit is to gain further infonnation and monitor the progress made 
by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and the U.S. Navy in partnering to implement a 
jointly administered medical facility in North Chicago, IL. In conduct of this effort, they will 
visit the North Chicago VA Medical Center and the Great Lakes Naval Health Clinic. 
Additionally, they will visit the Hines VA Medical Center in Hines, IL and the Jesse Brown VA 
Medical Center in Chicago, IL to gain a greater understanding of the work being done at these 
facilities. 

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in Illinois. It would be appreciated if the Department of 
Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate 
this trip. The ~xpend_itures of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and 
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to title 31, U.S.C. $ection11108(g). . . 
Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further questions, please 
contact Jeff Burdette of the Committee staff at (202) 225-9154. 

CW/jb 

Sincerely, 

~ 
BOBFILNER 
Chainnan 
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COIIMITrEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
SU8COMMITI£ES: 

READINESS 

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
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SUBCOMMITTEES: 
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TEMORI&M AND UNCONIIENTIOMAL THIIEATS 
......, CAPAIIIU~IES 

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 

CONGRESSIONAL RURAL CAUCUS 

RURAL HEALTH CARE COALITION 

HIGHWA\'S AND TRANSIT 

WATER RESOURCeS AND ENVIRONMENT 

CONGRESSIONAL 
SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS 

The Honor.able Robert M. Oates 
Secretary ofDefeme 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 26, 2009 

I am contacting you to request that you review the Department of Defense's continued 
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to the 
procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon 
fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body armor and fire­
resistant uniforms, respectively. 

As you know, the Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give 
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown products -
notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. Exceptions to this amendment allowing 
DOD purchaSes of para-aramid fibers and yarns, as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon 
fiber, from foreign sources may no longer warranted owing to the availability of suitable 
materials in today's U.S. marketplace. The recent use of these exceptions is having an adverse 
impact on U.S. manufacturers and has undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable 
defense industrial base. 

In 1998, partially due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-source contracts, a 
statutory exception was created to the Berry Amendment to allow for purchases of para-aramid 
fibers and yarns from foreign sources. The statutory exception is only applicable when the 
Department makes a determination that procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams from 
domestic sources will result in sole-source contracts or subcontracts. As a result of the 
exemption, the Department's purchases ofpara-aramid fibers and yarns have become 
increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last decade. 1he marketplace has changed 
significantly in the last decade, however, and a variety of suitable materials now exist 
domestically. 

Similarly, in 2008 a statutory exception was created for fire-resistant rayon fiber for the 
production of uniforms. lbis exception allowed the Department to procure fire- resistant rayon 
fiber for uniforms from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that either fire-resistant 
rayqn fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber domestically would result in 
sol~-source contracts. · · 
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In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign suppliers have 
dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the fielded Flame Resistant 
Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. While environmental and other 
concerns have caused domestic sources to forego production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for 
unifonns, there are a variety of other fire-resistant fibers in today's domestic marketplace-some 
of which have out-performed rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the ''rayon, 
exception is not relevant and should not apply to future procurements. 

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether either exception 
should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the Secretary of Defense. I 
look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that both promotes 
competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic defense capabilities. 
Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Bill Shuster 
Member of Congress 
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DEFENSE 

July 14, 2009 

The Honorable Ashton Carter 
Under Secretary ofDefense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics 
Department of Defense 
Pentagon, Room 3 6673 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Carter: 

E-MAIL VIA WEB SITE: 

WWW.TrAHRT.House .Gov 

It has come to my attention that the United States Air Force and United States Navy are 
currently negotiating a Memorandum of Agreement to proceed to Phase 2 of a 
demonstration program called Imminent Fury. While I am an advocate for the 
development of an irregular warfare capability, I am deeply concerned that this program 
will ignore domestic manufacturers in favor of foreign competitors. 

Originally a Navy demonstration program under the direction of Secretary Donald 
Winters, Imminent Fury was designed to provide information on the benefits of a light 
attack aircraft to the warfighter. An Embraer Super Tucano aircraft was leased by the 
Navy for this program. Throughout Phase I of the demonstration program, the Navy 
insisted that is agnostic with regards to the specific aircraft used. Given that a similar 
domestic aircraft was sti11 under development, the Navy made the argument that the lease 
of a foreign aircraft was required for Phase 1. 

As the Navy now along with the Air Force move forward with Phase 2, it is my 
understanding that the domestic Hawker-Beechcraft AT-6B, will be available for testing 
and evaluation. (The AT~6B is a derivative of the T-6, which is the widely-used joint 
primary training plattonn for the United States military.) Throughout the concept 
development and demonstration phase, acquisition best practices necessitate the 
evaluation of altematives, especially within the domestic market. Furthennore, the Air 
National Guard (ANG) will be conducting similar evaluation activities using a Hawker­
Beechcraft AT -6B, an option clearly available to the Navy and Air Force. 

The United States Government has invested $8.4 million into the Air National Guard 
evaluation of the AT -6B and will likely invest additional resources in FY20 10. For the 
Department to ignore this investment and continue testing a foreign aircraft is the wrong 



approach. especially when the T -6 has served as the joint primary training platform for 
the DOD for the past eight years. 

In addition, Brazil, the home ofEmbraer, is not an exempt country under DFARS 
225.872-1. As you know, this means that the Department ofDefense is required to 
evaluate the availability of domestic products prior to contract award to a company from 
a non-qualifYing country. 

Based on all this information, I strongly recommend that the Department examine the 
ANG demonstration program and develop a strategy for Imminent Fury that utilizes 
domestic aircraft. To continue to lease the Embraer, when a similar domestic product is 
reasonably available, is inappropriate. 

I look forward to working with you on this issue. 

cc: 

The Honorable Ray Mabus 
Secretary of the Navy 

Sincerely, 

Todd Tiahrt 
Member of Congress 

The Honorable Michael Donley 
Secretary of the Air Force 
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Iuly 15, 2009 

The Honorable RDbert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing to ask you to immediately begin a thOTOugh review of the Commander•s Emergency 
Response Prognun (CERP) and to provide a complete list of all proposals pendi:ng as of July 20 for 
CER.P projects in excess of S 1 ,000,000. For years, this Committee ·has questioned the use and 
management of CERP fimds, totaling more than Sl 0 billion since 2004. I undastand the value of this 
program for our wmbatant commandm. However, the Army and U.S. Ce.utral Command 
(CENTCOM) have failed to justify ever-growing CBRP requests or to exec:ute proper management or 
oversight of these funds. most ofwbi.ch ue today being spent on the kind ofinfrasmlcture and 
development projec1S more appropriately executed and administered py the U.S. Agency for 
Interutional Devclopmeut. A fundamental review ofC£RP, its puxpose. use and scope, is overdue. 

Recent press reports and infonnation from officiah in-1heater indicate intense pressure on 
Provinoial Reconstruction Teams and combatant commanders to "'rush to spend, hundreds of millions of 
dollars in CERP funds mnaining for fisca) year 2009. Propo$8ls for multi-million projects are being 
thrown together with less thought given to the wpncy or tJS~efulness of the project than to a desire to 
ensure all funds art spent This practice could contlict with section 8004 of the fiscal year 2009 Defense 
Appropriations A~ which prohibits more than 20 percent of the appro.PJ;iations in that Act limited for 
obligation in the CUimlt fiscal year from beiDg obligated in the last two months of the year. 

The original purpose of C.ERP was to provide combatant commanders a NSOon::e for responding 
to "mWJ~e, urgent humani1arian relief and reco».stmction,, needs .in their area of operation to 
immediately assist the people of Iraq and Afghanistan. Today, a maJority of CERP 1\mds arc spent on 
road collStruction and other '1mcb aud mortar" projects that. while importfmt. far-exceed the intended 
scale and stope of the 'UJ'Ient projects CERP was intended to support. Furthermore, the p'CCSS\Ir8 to spend 

.. CERP funds, wbich naturally drivc:s commanders toward .large-scale construction projects, is squeezing 
out 1he ~1-scalc lnumuiitarian projects identified by company-grade and Special Fo.rtcs troops as 
providing an immediate benefit both to local nationals and to the safoty and security of our own forces. 

~6Z-~ ~00/IOO"d r~-l 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
July 15, 2009 
Page Two 

0..-er the last five years. C.ERP has grown from an incisive COUDter-insurgency tool to an 
alternative U.S. development prog:r:am with few limits and little management. It is well-past time for 
better oversight of this progmn from the Department of Defense. I look forward to hearing from you on 
~~m~. . 

Sincerely, 

· ··~ (·f~ 
=~ 
Defense Subcommittee 

nn m zoz+ 
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Defense Secretary Robert Gates 

Department of Defense 

1000 Defense Pentagon 

Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 24, 2009 

While we strongly support our defense facilities and recognize that we need a robust 

acquisition workforce, we are writing to express ~concern that has been brought to our 

attention regarding the method the government is currently using to increase the size of its 

defense acquisition workforce. It Is our understanding that on April 6, 2009, you announced 

your goal to 11increase the size of the defense acquisition workforce by converting 11,000 

contractors and hiring an additional 9,000 government acquisition professionals by 2015." 

We would like to call your attention to an unintended consequence this policy Is causing~ We 

are hearing from our small businesses that the policy is directly responsible for a significant loss 

of employees to government positions. This action results in the contrac:ttor losing a valuable 

resource they have trained at considerable cost- sometimes specifically to meet government 

requirements -- as well as revenue the contractor would have earned. 

Our small businesses, such as the ones negatively impacted by the recent announcement, are 

the driving force of our economy. Many small, defense contractors have suffered this past year 

as a direct result ofthis tough economy. This has contributed to increases in unemployment 

across the nation. 

We want to do everything possible to help, not hinder, our small businesses. Moving forward, 

we would like to work with you and the Department of Defense to create a balanced policy that 

would achieve your goal of strengthening our defense, without harming our small businesses. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

PFIIHTiD ON ~ECVruD PAI'iR 



~~ /ik--LA_ 
GREGGHR (MS-03) ) 
Member of Congress 

~£~ 
ROBERT LATIA (OH-05) 
Member of Congress 

JASON CHAFFETZ (UT-03) 
Member of Congress 

NCAN HUNTER (CA-52) 
Member of Congress 
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July 6th, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department ofDefense 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMEtJ SEIIIVICES 

su.CDMMITTEE _ON SIA~OW~" AND 

ExPEDITIONAin' F _cRc:u 

su.COMMITTEE. ON OvcllaiClHT AND 

INVE.TIOAT'IOft 

CoNMtTTE£ ON RuLES 

Thank you for your recent visit to Bath Iron Works (BIW) and for taking the time to meet some 
of the hard working and dedicated Mainers who contribute to the shipyard and our nation's 
defense. As Admiral Gary Roughead said, BIW is a "national treasure .. , and I am glad you were 
able to see the facility firsthand. 

Maine has a long and proud history of contributing to the armed forces in unique and diverse 
ways. In 1815, Portsmouth Naval Shipyard (PNSY) in Kittery, Maine, built its first ship for the 
United States, the USS WASHINGTON. Today, PNSY is preparing to work on next genemtion 
of nuclear submarines, the VIRGINIA class. Bangor International Airport in Bangor, Maine, is 
the primary departure and arrival point for the troops serving in Afghanistan and lmq. Each day, 
a group of dedicated veterans known as the "Troop Greeters" welcome our brave men and 
women returning from combat and bid farewell to those departing for duty. 

As you probably know, Maine is home to literally hundreds of small businesses who are 
Department of Defense subcontractors. Many of these small businesses provide the DOD with 
innovative research, products and materials to make our country stronger and more secure. I 
hope you will come back to Maine to see more of how our state including these small business 
contractors who are contributing to our national defense. 

Thank you for considering this request, and I look forward to seeing you in Maine soon. 

1037 LONGWORTH BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
202-225-6116 
202-225-5590 FAX 

Sincerely, 

Chellie Pingree 
Member of Congress 

0·--·~. 

57 ExCHANGE STREET 
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July 16, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
The Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
VVashington,~ 20301-1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

.'QHN I!OilZMAN.NIIC.INIAI 
lilliAN P, 61l.IIRAY.~ 
IIOI.IGIJI-'1. CIO~OIIADO 
GU$1.1. 811.111Wu&.I'LDIIM 
-~fLOIIIQA 
DA'IIID f'. ROll, 1EIIINES&G 

~NGSTON ~. »onw 
llf~STAFFDIIKTOII 

AND Q41if OOUN&B. 

On VVednesday, July 29,2009, the Conunittee on Veterans' Affairs will conduct a 
hearing titled "Meeting the Needs of Injured Veterans in the Militazy Paralympic 
Program." This hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 Cannon House 
Office Building. 

The Committee invites you, or your designee, to testify at the hearing to discuss 
the number of seriously injured ~rvice members who have returned from Iraq and 
Afghanistan in the past three years; what the Department of Defense is doing to 
assist our seriously injured returning service members with their rehabilitation and 
what their experience has been with the U.S. Paralympic Program or similar 
programs; how many programs the Department of Defense currently has in place; 

· and, what partnerships the Department of Defense has formed to provide 
rehabilitation services to returning service members. 

Please confinn your attendance by contacting Ms. Debbie Smith at (202) 225· 
6389. You will be recognized for five minutes to make an oral statement; 
however, your complete written statement will be made a part of the hearing 
record. Please submit 70 copies of written testimony to Ms. Debbie Smith at 335 
Cannon House Office Building by 10:00 a.m. on July 27, 2009. To reduce costs 
and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in the printed record of the 
hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony prepared in accordance with the 
enclosed fonnatting requirements. 



July 16, 2009 
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The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet 
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives 
(b.ttp://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (http:/lthomas.loc.gov). 

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to 
Ms. Debbie Smith at d·ebbie.smith@mail.house.gov. Additionally, the hearings are 
now broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web 
site so they may be accessed following each hearing. 

I look forward to hearing your views. Please contact Juan Lara, Staff Director of 
the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, Committee on Veterans' Affairs, at 
(202) 225·9756 if you have any questions. 

JL/ds 

BOBFILNER 
Chairman 


