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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

NAnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 205106050

February 2, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 358, Ensuring Safe Facilities and Equipment
for American Troops Overseas Act, to ensure the safety of members of the United States
Armed Forces while using expeditionary facilities, infrastructure, and equipment
supporting United States military operations overseas. 1am forwarding this legislation to

you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.

Enclosures

N

Singerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

D 01150-0
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February 2, 2009

Robert M. Gates

Secretary

Department of Defense

1300 Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my grave concem over the apparent widespread use of bumn pits for waste
disposal throughout Iraq and Afghanistan, 1 have been informed by a constituent that his relative
serving in Afghanistan is experiencing health symptoms related to smoke exposure from & burn pit that
neighbors his base. The unregulated presence of these sites has endangered the health and well-bemg of
American and allied soldiers as well as civilians, end will undoubtedly leave environmental scars in the
areas we currently occupy.

[ believe the problems exhibited and widely reported at Balad are indicative of a much larger problem.
With approximately 11 million pounds of hazardous waste in Iraq alone, it is easuy 1magmable thet
unregulated, unmonitored burn pits may be affecting « large percentage of mt
deployed to Iraq and Afghenistan post-9/11. Ajr Force Lisutenant Colonel |
surgeon previously deployed to Belad, stated that everyone at the base had a memo place
medical files in fall 2007 noting they had been exposed to the burn pit’s fumes. I'm encournsed by this
acknowledgement of health risks essociated with burn pits, but belicve the Department of Defense must
do more.

[ fear that little is being done to address the issue on a broad scale, The Military Times recently reported
that the burn pit in Balad is the only disposal site to be specifically tested, and the reports from my
constituents suggest that this problem is not isolated to one location. Soldiers that will be deployed in
these areas in the future, servicemembers that mey have separated from the service or others that have
returned home may be potentially affected by bum pits and should be provided with proper education,
heaith care, and resources as soon as possible.

1 believe that transparency in this issue will help alleviate the concems of deployed personnel and the
American public. Thank you for your consideration of these requests and your concern for the health of
the brave men and women that serve our country. I look forward to working with you to resolve this
matter in the future.

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden é

United States Senator e
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Unitedr States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 2, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates Admiral Mike Mullen
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon ‘ 9999 The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen:

We appreciate the directed focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through
recent directives, personnel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we
asked you to look at the issue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution
of equipment for the National Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the
Department's efforts to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the
reserve components from actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories.

We have received a number of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve
equipment.

Given its constitutional authority and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress
has a deep interest in full financial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that
 provides transparency and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key
recommendation of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that
that the Departmient of Defense acknowledges the need for corrective action.

We would appreciate an update on the Department’s plans to ensure greater accountability for
National Guard and Reserve equipment. In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating
the viability of such proposals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the
Services’ annual procurement requests or Congress creating a scparate appropriation for National
Guard and Reserve equipment requirements.

Thank you again for recognizing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress
toward a sensible resolution.

Sincerely,

PATRICK LEALLY CHRISTOPHER S. BOND
Co-Chair Co-Chair

U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus



Tbe Honorable Robert Gates and Admiral Mike Mulles
Page -2
September 26, 2008

A strong and robustly equipped operstional reserve foroe is what the American people expect
and deserve, We look forward to working with you to ensure we resolve this important issue.

Thank you very much for your personal attention to and support for the National Guard and
Reserve.

Sincercly,

' “7 o
‘Fm—émm E%OPHER S. Boi TOM DAVIS GENE TAYLOR !;

U.S. Senator _U.S. Representative U.S. Representative



JiM WEBS
VIR¢GING &
COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

COMMITTEE ON
FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON OFFICE:

WashireGron, GC B¢
1202) 274-407%

WASHINGTON, OC 205104805
COMMITTEE ON
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

JOUINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 am writing with regard to a November 21, 2008, letter to you that ] co-signed with 56 other U.5.
Senators expressing our concerns over the new TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system (OPPS)
rule. 1have not received a reply to that correspondence, but in accordance with the Obama
administration’s new Regulatory Review guidance, I request that you extend the final regulation’s
effective date by 60 days and reopen it for:public comment.

The reliability and validity of the data used by the Department of Defense (DoD) and its
economic impact methodology have been challenged by health-care professionals. If a more effective
and extended transition is not adopted to implement the new rule, many of our TRICARE beneficiaries in
Virginia will experience a significant disruption in services.

In its final rule, the DoD estimated that TRICARE hospital outpatient revenue wil! dpcline py_
$598 million, or 25 percent, in the first year. This estimate is nearly seven times DoD’s original estimate
of $81 million as noted in the proposed rule. This discrepancy is not adequately explained in the final
rule. Of note, the proposed rule’s estimated impact fell below the $100 million threshold necessary for
the rule to be deemed “economicaily significant.” Had the impact exceeded this threshold, a more
thorough analysis would have been required under the Congressional Review Act. Clearly, DoD’s
revised estimate of the decline in hospital outpatient revenue shows that a thorough review is needed
before the new rule is implemented.

| recognize that DoD is required by law to make changes in the way TRICARE pays hospitals for
the outpatient care they provide to our military and that it must conform to Medicare “to the extent
practicable.” I strongly believe, however, that these changes should be implemented with 8 much more
effective transition. In 1996, DoD implemented a 15 percent stop-loss transition for physicians to bring
TRICARE payments in line with Medicare payments. 1 encourage DoD to consider an identical
transition for network hospitals. Cutting TRICARE hospital outpatient payments abruptly by 25 percent
is unreasonable and without precedent.

In light of these deficiencies, 1 strongly urge you to review the final re_gulation regarding
TRICARE payments for hospital outpatient services and re-open the rule-making process. Thank you for
your consideration of my views on this matter.

Sincerely,

ebb
gd States Senator

SD 01221-09
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DIANNE REINSTEIN SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENGE - CHAIRMAN
CALIFORNIA COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDI

CIARY
COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

Hnited States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504

hitp/Aainstein,senate.
February 4, 200
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

Recently, it has come to my attention that there are allegations of Bush
Administration political appointees who have been improperly converted to career positions
within the Department of Defense. Specifically, that two political positions were converted
to career positions within the DOD’s Office of Detainee Affairs, and that Bush
Administration political appointees within that office assumed those career positions.

Allegations of improper “burrowing” of political appointees to career positions are
concerning to me. This is especially disconcerting within the Office of Detainee Affairs due
to the nature of the policy recommendations that office provides regarding Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. President Obama has decisively set 2 new course on detainee policy by issuing the
executive order to close the Guantanamo Bay detention facility.

Accordingly, I ask that you immediately review the circumstances behind the
conversion of these positions and the hiring of any former Bush Administration appointees as
career or temporary officials within the Office of Detainee Affairs. I would like to know
whether Bush Administration appointees were converted to career or temporary
appointments in that office. If this has occurred, when were these appointments made, and
were they done pursuant to a competitive and publicly open hiring process subject to all
applicable Office of Personnel Management regulations? Finally, if improper burrowing of
political appointees has happened within the Office of Detainee Affairs, how and when will
this will be corrected?

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely Yours,

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator



Can LB, NITHHRAR QrAINAN

EDWAHE M EESNEDY, MAGSACHUSET 1S JOHI MAC AN, AlnzoNA
RUREAT C. BYRI, WEST viltmaa JANES KL INHOFRE, GREAGOLA
JUBEN ) CEGRIMAS, CONNECTILY. JEFF SERSIONG, A
:ﬁ&?swnwz :nm&mv m‘mﬁmw%fumahmm
s NOusoH, ALORDA JOVN FHUNE BENTH DARRTA c]il tm f,% g
e nited SRS Senate
"ma‘;é?uuﬁ&;%m %"Eﬁm&%ﬂm COMMITEEE ON ARMED SERVICES:
WAV # HAGAY, SOUTIECARDILIEA WASH!MGTGB}. BIC:20510-6050
UARK BERICH, ALABRA - . Y § ;
BHARDW. BURRIS, 1LL10NG
FCHARD [ DEBOBES. STATF SRENTON
FOSEPH WY, RONWAS, REFOBICAN STAFF M{CYQH
February 2, 2009

The Honorable Robiert Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1600
Dear Secretary Gates;

Thank you for:your lefter of January 27, regarding the Department’s use of
retired mxhtary officers as surmgates” to make the former Admifiistration’s case
in.the media. As you indicate in your letter, the Inspector General found no
improperor illegal activities on the part of the Departmesit’s Public Affairs
personnel and concluded:that information briefings provided to retired military
officers did not violate legal prohibitions against the use of appmpnated funds for
publicity or propaganda purposes.

However, the Inspector General alse found that the Department excluded a
retited General from further participation ifi the program because of hiscomments
critical of the conduct of the Iraq war. The report also confirms that a sgnior DOD
Public Affazrs offictal sent an e-mail urging the Department to cultivate a core

group of “reliably friendly” retired military analysts “that we can count.on to earry
our water.” I do not think it should be acceptable for DOD officialsto cut off

outside commentaters: who express critical opiniéns, or to use:aceess to
information to.reward political allies in the press. If this conduet is riot illegal o
improper under existing law.or regulations, [ believe that those {aws and
regulationsneed to be changed. 1 would appreciate if you would review the
applicable laws and regulations and get back to-me withi your views:

‘Also, while the report finds insufficient evidence to détérmine that any |
confraétor received: a competitive-advantage as a result of its ties to retived military
analysts, the report fails to assess whethier the retived military analysts themselves

.obtained financial benefits from contractorsas-a tesult of their favorable. access to

DOD:information and officials. The report also concludes that it was appropriate
for the Department to employ a contractor to ensure that the commentary of retired

OsD 0
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military analysts “reflected accurate information.” However, the purpose of the
contract, as detailed in the report, was not to determine whether the commentary
was “accurate”, but rather whether it was favorable — i.e., to determine “how
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by
its spokespeople and other representatives).” The report fails to assess whether it
was appropriate to hire an outside contractor to determine which analysts were
most supportive of Administration views.

B I woulq appreciate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an
additional review and analysis to address these issues.

Thank you for your attention to this impoftant matter.

==

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA,

JOSEPH | LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K, AKAKA, HAWAIl LINDSEY GRAHAM;, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAXOTA

E BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “lanltzd %tﬂtm %Knatz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIFPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 205106050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS
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February 2, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Joseph 1. Lieberman plans to travel to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and
Israel during the period February 14-22, 2009. Senator Lieberman will be accompanied
by Vance Serchuk and Christopher Griffin, his personal staffers designated to the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Army could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

incerely,

Levin
Chairman
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Rnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 2, 2009

On January 21, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans to Germany
and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph L. Licberman and his staff during the period February
5-8,2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously indicated, Senators
Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation to the annual
Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany.

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authotize travel on military
aircraft with CODEL LIEBERMAN individuals not belonging to Congress or its staff, but who
are part of the United States’ delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S.
Government on a cost-reimbursable basis. A list of these individuals is attached to this letter.

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference.

Enclosure

U
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RICHARD D, DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REFUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 3, 2009

Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On January 21 and February 2, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans
to Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff during the
period February 5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously
indicated, Senators Joseph L. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation
to the annual Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany.

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military
aircraft with CODEL LIEBERMAN the following 2 individuals who are also part of the United
States’ delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. Government on a
cost-reimbursable basis:

Max Boot
Bob Woodward

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference.

Si ly,
Cafl Levin
Chairman

OSD 01262 09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII UINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CARQLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKQTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA nl E [5

EVAN BAVH, INDIANA AGGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB. VIAGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOUR! DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK LIDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLANDO W. BUARIS, ILLINODIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTDR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 5, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is in further regard to my letter of February 2, 2009 concerning the
travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance Serchuck and
Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22.

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman has added Jordan (from February 18-19)
to his itinerary.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this
travel.

Sincerely

Carl Levin
Chairman
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RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

Anited Dtates Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D, DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REFUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is in further regard to my letters of February 2, 3 and 5, 2009
concerning the travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance
Serchuck and Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22, 2009.

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman will now be returning on February 23
vice February 22. In addition, Mrs. Hadassah Lieberman will now be accompanying the
Senator for protocol purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. In addition,
Senator Lieberman, Mrs. Lieberman and Senator Lieberman’s two staff members, Vance
Serchuk and Christopher Griffin, will now be traveling from Egypt to Israel via military
air because no commercial flights are available.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this
travel.

Singerely,

C ev
Chairman
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CAAL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA(|

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

€, BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSQUR!

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CARCLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

Anited States Snate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 4, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for the following Committee on Armed Services
staff members to travel via government vehicle to Charlottesville, Virginia from February
19-20, 2009;

Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director
Pablo E, Carrillo, Minority Investigative Counsel
Tiona R. Cohen, Counsel
Madelyn R. Creedon, Counsel
Jonathan D. Clark, Counsel
Gabriella Eisen, Counsel
Mark R, Jacobson, Professional Staff Member
Gary Leeling, Counsel
Peter K. Levine, General Counsel
William G.P. Monahan, Counsel
David M. Morriss, Minority Counsel
Rusgsell L, Shaffer, Counsel
Richard F. Walsh, Minority Counsel

The purpose of their trip will be to attend the 2009 Congressional Staff Legal
Orientation Course at the U.S. Army Judge Advocate Legal Center and School. It is
requested that the Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Siferely,

Levi
Chairman

AR




CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOMN MCCAIN, ARIZQNA

ROBERT G. BYPD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF GESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AXAKA, HAWAN LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CARQLINA -

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA . tt
€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIOA nl

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA N AOGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURE DAYID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLOAADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA : WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK 8EGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINCIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, SYAR DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 4, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 370, to prohibit the use of funds to transfer
detainees of the United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to any facility in
the United States or to construct any facility for such detainees in the United States, and
for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
Sﬂcerely,
Carl Levin
Chairman
Enclosures
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RICHARD 3. BUAE, NORTY DAL A,

DANIEL % AKAKA, HAWAZ, Bumn. e
XM 0. FOCKEFRLLER v WEST VIRGINIA ARLEN SPECTER, FENNSYLVANA
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON SCHHNY IBAXSON, GEORGIA

RS, ROGER £, WICKER, MWH
BHERACD BROWN, OWIC SUKE JOHANNS, NEBRAS!

EEE. Wnited States Denate

LINDSEY 3. GRAMAR, SOUTH EARGLINA

LUFE WISSEL.
REFUBLIGAN STAPF MECTBR

WRLIAMCE. BREW. STAST DIRECTOR COMMITIEE ON VETERANS® AFFAIRE

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defénse Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Honorable Eric K. Shinseki
Secretary of Veterans Affuirs
810 Vermont Ave.
‘Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki,

We are writing to request that you convene the DoD/VA Senior Oversight Committee
(80C), because we are very concérned about the recent reports of increased suicides among
active duty servicemembers, Between 1995 and 2007, there have been over 2,200 suicides
among active duty servicemembers.

Such loss is unacceptable if there is any measure that can be taken to reduce it. We
request that you meet as soon as possible to ensure thiat both the resotirces of the Department of
Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs are brought to bear on this problem. The SOC
should move immediately fo determine whither deficieacies exist in the way poténtial military
personnel are screened, or in the-diagnosis or treatitient of active duty servicemembers who are
suffering from psychological problems.

We believe that convening the SOC to look specifically at suicide prevention is a first
and necessary step in-a coordinated effort.

Sincerely,
Daniel K, Akeka Richard M. Burr
Chairman ' Rariking Mémber



COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS %“it[ﬂ %tatm 5 m ﬂt[ CWMEE%&:VA:%A#E::?’%)SQATION.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY

AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS Senator Tom Coburn, MD COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
—_— Russell Senate Office Building, Room 172 ARG mEEER
SuBcommITTEE on FeDEnAL FANCIAL MARAGENENT, Washington, DC 20510-3604 SuscoumTTEE On Hulwan Richs
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND Phone: 202-224-5754
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY Fax: 202-224-6008
February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1300
Secretary Gates,

1 am writing to you in regards to the TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) Program
Integrity (PI) Office, which is responsible for all anti-fraud activities worldwide for the Defense
Health Program. 1 want to congratulate the agency for identifying over $50 million in TRICARE
funds for recovery in 2006 and 2007.

In order to ensure the most judicious use of anti-fraud and anti-waste funds, I am
contacting you with concerns about the biennial conference that the TMA Program Integrity
Office holds to educate employees, providers, and contractors on fraud, waste, abuse detection
and investigation. According to Federal Business Opportunities solicitation number H94002-09-
Q-0006 posted February 3, 2009, the conference will be held in Nashville, Tennessee at the
Opryland Hotel from April 28 to May 1, 2009.

Please provide answers to the following questions:

® What is the estimated total cost of this year’s fraud, waste, and abuse conference?
Please list individual estimates for airfare, hotel, per diem, andio/visual support, and
conference space leasing.

¢ How many government workers and contractors are planning to attend this year’s
conference?

o What is the budget for the Office of Program Integrity? Does funding for this
conference come out of its budget? If not, what budget authority appropriates these
funds?

» Has anyone conducted an analysis of alternative methods of conveying this
information such as videoteleconferences or site visits by the Office of Program
Integrity?

¢ How much training do TRICARE Management Agency employees receive outside of
conferences such as this?

¢ What is the annual salary of the average investigator at the Office of Program

Integrity?
3310 Mio-ConTinenT Tower 100 NORTH BROADWAY . 711 SW D Avenue
401 SouTH BasTon Suits 1820 . Suite 202
Tutsa, OK 74103-4007 OkLarOMA O1Ty, OK 73102 44 LawTon, OK 73501
PHONE: 918-581~7651 PHONE: 405-231-4941

T

www.coburn.senate.gov



. zi\ddit'ionally, please send a copy of the 2003, 2005, and 2007 conference itineraries along
with their estimated costs. Thank you for your attention to this request and for your efforts to

combat fraud, waste and abuse at the Department of Defense.

om A. Coburn, iVI.D.
United States Senator

Sincerely,
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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Re: Domestic Source Restrictions
Dear Secretary Gates:

I have advocated for full and open competition in the defense industrial base for
Department of Defense development and procurement programs, and maintain that statulery
limits on competition produce suboptimal acquisition outcomes for the warfighter and taxpayer.
I am aware that the Department has authorities to internally impose restrictions on competition,
in the intercst of national security.

Please provide me with the Department’s general position on statutory domestif: source
restrictions and bricfly detail what authoritics the Department has to impose agmcy-jW1de
domestic source restrictions.

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

}4’ ?)7 f»@
John McCain

United States Senator

CC: Mr. Gary Powell, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy (Acting)

m i



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EOWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH (. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEQRGIA

DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAMAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA %"l tzd %mtm %E“at[
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA AOGER F, WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHASD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE

KAY A. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ADLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINDIS

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF OIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for two Armed Services Committee Professional
Staff Members, Richard W. Fieldhouse and Dana W. White, to travel by commercial
aircraft to Dayton, Ohio during the period February 19-20, 2009.

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the National Air and Space Intelligence
Center (NASIC) at Wright-Patterson AFB in order to receive intelligence briefings on
ballistic missile threats and developments and to discuss related matters with NASIC
analysts. It is requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned as the action
agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

arl Levin
Chairman

OSD 0155409
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The White House : :
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
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Dear Mr Presndent,

- For many years | have been deeply ooncemed about the ongoing crisis in Somaha
: and the potentlal for greater instability in the Homn of Africa, as well as the threat
this situation poses to our national security, Over the last three years, 1 have
- consistently called on the executive branch to develop a comprehensive
interagency strategy toward Somalia. In 2006, I wrote legislation, passed by
Congress, requiring the administration to develop such a strategy. However,
-despite these efforts, the previous administration maintained 2 disjointed and
short-»stghted approach toward Somalia that was counterproductive and led to _
increased anti-Americanism.in the region. As a result, the situation in Somalia has .~
deteriorated, undermining our national security goals, including counterterrorism:

1 was pleased to hear fromy Secretary Clinton and Ambassador Rice at their
respective confirmation hearings that they understand the strategic importance of -
Somalia and that your administration is committed to develcpmg a comprehensive. -
strategy to address this crisis. 1 look forward to workmg with the State :
Department in this regard. Just as important, however, is the integration of all our
national security resources, including those of the Department of Defense and the .
Intefligence ‘Community, into one coherent strategy. Unfortuniately, whilethe
legislation passed by Congress requires an annual interagency strategy, the reports
prov:ded to Congress by the Bush Administration addressed only dlplomatw '

N acnvxty

. rasponse Isenta cfassme:d letter raxsmg numerous questions about interagency
.. .coordination and strategy and requesting that these issues be included in classified -
. annéxes to the congressionally requiréd report. Thé Bush Administration ~
: responded only by- oﬂ’ermg disjointed and mcomplete briefings. Asyouseeka - . .
" new and more effective way forward, I urge you to bring togeiher all elementsof . -
. the U.S. governmerit in ohe coherent strategy and to do 5o in close coordination . -
"~ with Congress. In that respect, I look forward to working with you on the
classified, as well as unclassified, elements of a comprehenswe strategy toward

. Somaha and the Hom of Aﬁ'lca.
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The ueed to éevelop and nnylemmt a new appmach is urgcnt The successful
election of a new president by the Transitional Federal Government parhament isa
- major step forward for the Diibouti process and presents a significant opportunity.

Tbelieve expanded U.S..support for this process must be a central component of -
~ . . our strategy, and there exists a window during whith high-level, sustained U.S.

- engagement could heip Somaha wercome the: fhany challenges to peace. and :
stabthty : : .

I met Prcsxdent Shelk Shanf during my visit to the region in December and he
expressed his commitment to an inclusive process to unite Somalia. Encouraging -
and hielping him to deliver on that expressed commitment will be crucial if the

. process is to effectively translate into security on the. ground and lead to the

development of a functional gavemment and the rule of law. Asyou well k;fmw,
past attempts to form a uhity government have failed because they were
pemetvedﬁwhether accurately or not—as favormg one clan or political
'constxtuency over others. S

e Fmally, if we are 1o support the Dijoutl process and pnrsue an effectwe overall -
strategy, it is essential that we deal directly with our credibility deficit in Somalia,
 ‘The previous administration’s approach has spurred widespread pubixc resentment
~ and mistrust toward the United States, which has led to increased suspicion about .

- U.S. intentions. This mistnist urdermines our ability to engage constructively
with different partxes ‘During the first months of your administration, T believe
you have a unique opportunity to change this. perception. . To that end, I urge you
- 'to consider making a public, uneguivocal statement that you intend to make a clear -

" break from past policies toward Somalia, 1believe doing so could make:a '

- tremendous impression on ordinary Somalis and greatly advance U.S. public
: dnpiomacy efforts in the Hom of Aﬁ‘lce. and across the Mushm world. .

1 appreciate your eonszderauon of these suggesnons .and more importantly, YOUI
‘administration’s commitment tO address the ongoing crisis in Somalia. I look
forward to working together to develop and pursue a comprehensive interagency

- strategy that brings stabxhty tothe regmn and advances U.S. long-term security
mterests - ) )

3 S_mcerely?

- RussellDFemgold AR
:- UmtedStatesSenamr: SR



CC The Hanorab}e Hﬁlary Clinton
Secretary of State

The Honerabie Robert Gates .
' Secretary of Defense
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT €. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE iSLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEQRGIA
DANIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPL
JIM WEEB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARQUINA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOUR! DAVID WITTER, LOUISIANA

MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DEQOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Anited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 6, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 390, S. 390, to expand the authority of the
Secretary of the Air Force to convey certain relocatable military housing units to Indian
tribes located in Idaho and Nevada. 1am forwarding this legislation to you for your

review,

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.

Enclosures

Singerely,
C evin

Chairman
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JIOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA A

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA qa“l th % tat[s % E“atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP!

JIN WEBE, VIRGINIA RICHARD BLIRR, NORTH CARCLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOUR! DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE ON. DC 20510-6050
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHINGT ‘

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF OfRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Belgium during the period
March 20-22, 2009. Mrs. Kitty Martinez will accompany Senator Martinez for protocol
purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. Senator Martinez will be
accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his personal staffer who has been designated to the

Senate Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Singerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

~0SD 6165-';09 .
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBEAT C. RYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE. OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLANG SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAI UINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “l zg

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPRI

JSIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOUR) DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE : ON. BC 20510-6050
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CARDLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHINGT! 4

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 18, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Dana W. White, Professional Staff Member
on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft to Kings
Bay, Georgia on February 19, 2009.

The purpose of her trip will be to visit Kings Bay in order to tour and receive
briefings on the Trident submarine and refurbishing of the DG-5. 1t is requested that the
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sipgcerely,

C evin
Chairman

0SD 01717-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M, KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |, LIEBEAMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, AHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI( LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

£. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “l K

EVAN BAYH, INDHANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BUAR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOLISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROUINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD 0. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIREGCTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
Michigan on February 19-20, 2009.

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive briefings on Army
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be
assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Y, g
1 Levin
Chairman

Sipcerel



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M, KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MECAIN, ARIZONA

ROBEAT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. iINHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBEAMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKGTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA WEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “l E

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F, WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOA
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Michael J. Noblet,
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via
commercial aircraft Michigan on February 17, 2009.

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sipcerely,

Cafl Levin
Chairman



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

HiM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSQURI

MARK UDALt, COLORADC

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SQUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

AQGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

Wnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

KAY R. HAGAN, NOATH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W 8OWAS. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
Michigan during the period February 16-17, 2009.

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Levin
Chairman

98-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GECRGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAIL LINDSEY GRAMAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA qa“ltm %tattﬁ % matz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA, RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M, COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLANO W. BURRIS. (LUNQIS

RICHARD 0. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Lucian L. Niemeyer, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
Georgia during the period February 16-20, 2009.

The purpose of his trip will be to visit Forts McPherson, Stewart and Gordon in
Georgia to review installation requirements, BRAC implementation efforts, and to
receive briefings on local readiness issues. It is requested that the Department of the
Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

OSD 01800-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE. OXLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, 50UTH CAROLINA ,

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JORN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

£. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA (ﬁnltzd %tﬂt[ﬂ %Enatz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MECASKILL, MISSOUR! DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE TON. DC 20510-6050
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 0-6

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHING '

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD 0. DxBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
New Jersey on February 19-20, 2009,

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Picatinny, New Jersey to receive briefings on Army
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be
assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sip&erely,

C evin
Chairman

OSD 01801-09

\ M‘MM‘\ A




CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

* EDWARD MTKENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, DKLAHOMA
JOSEPH (. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA]| LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
£. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “l
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISS0URI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADG SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CARQLINA WASH' N GTON . DC 2051 0_6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W, BURRIS, ILLINDIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAR, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 17, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On February 13, 2009, I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans

of Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff Member on the Senate Committee on Armed
Services.

Please be advised that the dates of travel have changed to February 18-19, 2009,

Your continued assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

ly,
arl Levin
Chairman

Sincere

Enclosure



BERNARD SANDERS
SENATOR

Hnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON; DG 20510
February 23, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 203011000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We urge you to implement an important program that addresses a critical health need for .
our nation’s military personnel and their families. The Department of Defense (DOD)
should conform to the ifitent of Congress and establish a comprehersive smoking
cessation benefit program.

Development and implementation of a comprehensive smoking cessation program was
mandated by the National Defense Authorizaticn Act of 2008 (PL-110-417). As our
nation works to improve preventive medicine, we must ensure that members of our
military and their fymilies are:afforded the best care available. As enacted, last year’s
defense bill stipulates that the DOD establish a smoking cessation progtam to include
counseling, writien educational materials about the adverse effects of tobacco use; a toll-
free 24 hour “quit” hotline, and access to fobacco replacerhent therapy and other
.pha:maceutxcals at no cost. The law also required the Department of Defense to submit
to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees a plan within 90 days of
enactment, and to implement.that plan within 180.days. Although the 90-day planning
period expired on January 14, 2009, no such implementation planhas been submitted.

Tobaceo use is the foremost preventable cause of premature death in America. It causes
more than 400,000 deaths in the United States each year and approximately 8.6 million
Americans have chronic illnesses related to smoking. The financial cost of tobacco use
is remendous; total public and private health care expénditures caused by smoking
amount to $96.7 billion annually Furthermore, there is a significant payoff for
addressing this health crisis early in people’s lives. Quitting by the age of 30 eliminates
v:rtually all risks associated with smioking. Smokers whip quit béfore the age of 50 ¢an
cut in half their risk of dying from smoking related illnesses over the ensuing 15 years.

The Department of Defense has operated a suecessful smoking cessation pilot program in
several states since 2006. Unfortunately, the majority:of our military personnel and their
families, mcludmg those who are stationed overseas are currently excluded from these

opportunities,

We ask that you exert your personal Jeadership to swiftly provide a.comprehensive
smoking cessation progrm to all military personnel and Tricare participants. This

OSD 01896-09
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progrirm should also be fully ﬁmdedanﬂ afeguately staffed. -DOD:can gchieve long-term.
savings through preventive health measures like sinoking cessation programs. More
ifnportant, we can seize the opportunity to i improve the quality of fife for our service
meémbers, who so faxthﬁ;lly serve our nation, and their famxims

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. Please-consider Peter Tyler (Senator
Sanders, 224-5141) as the staff contact.

4 Sincerely,

BERNARD SANDERS ; ;
United States Senator United States Senator
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Congress of the United Slates
Washington, A¢ 2033

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Rabert M. Gates

Secretary of Defepse

Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon ' .
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing 10 request thet you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy.

Qver the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service-duty contracts
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Anmy, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom lgavc already bean fiePIOYed
much longer than they expected. This i why we introduced legislation in the 110™ Congress to provide
payments to service members for cach month they are extended as a result of stop loss. ‘

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistapce, and Continuing Appmpriati?ns
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P.L. 110-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that l}avc hﬁd their
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive

" compensation. The bill aiso allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing encugh to compensate

each soldier with the full $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the
Department’s obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on o perform.

1

Thank you for your prompt atrention aud your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

B;gy Sutton Frank Lautenberp % :

tnhesl UM (o Birge
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RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD
WISCONSIN

606 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WAaSHINGTON, DC 20510

maewn ‘ Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904

feingold.senate_gov

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Dgfénse Pentagon -
Washirigfon, DC 203011600

Pt o ST
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“DearBecretaiy Gates, . -

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
CommiTres O FOREIGN RELATIONS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIAAY
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Democranic PoLicy COMMTTEE

FEB 20 2008

Thank you for yout effots to prevent suicide and to reduce the stigma associated with-
mental health concerns among those who serve our nation in uniform. I write to express
my concern about the record high rate of suicides among soldiers, and to ask that you
reconsider the Department’s policy of deploying those with mental health concerns,
including PTSD, to war zones and to treat these concerns in theater rather than

redeploying those struggling with these issues.

I would appreciate it if you could inform me about any plans the Department has to
respond to the record high rate of suicides among soldiers. Furthermore, I would like to
know how the Department has factored the issue of high rates of mental health concerns,
including PTSD, into its deployment plans. As the Department prepares plans to
redeploy from Iraq and increase the number of troops in Afghanistan, I urge you to take
into consideration the Army and Marine Corps studies which have found that repeat
deployments increase the rate of mental health problems among service members.

Mental health professionals who serve in the VA system in the state of Wisconsin have
told me of their concern about the repeat deployments of those struggling with PTSD and
I continue to hear from service members who do not feel that the advice of their doctors
is taken seriously by their commanders. I urge you to consider a more aggressive policy
of identifying those with severe mental health concerns who should not be deployed or
should be redeployed. Please consider requiring a physician's certification before
deploying any service member that deployment will not exacerbate the mental health
concerns of any service member who has screened positive for PTSD or any other mental
health concern during a post-deployment health screening or similar exam. We cannot
bring down the suicide rate if we do not address this underlying issue.

Thank you for your consideration. -
Sincerely, .
M W
Russell D. Feingold

United States Senator

O 517 East Wisconsmu Avenue O 401 Svw Streer
Room 408 Roowm 410
MiLwaUKEE, Wi 53202 WausAU, WI 54403
(414} 278-7282 {715) B48-5600

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

QO 1600 Asren Commons
Roowm 100
MIDOLETON, W1 B3582
(608} 828-1200
(608) 828~1215 (TOD)

OSD 01985.09
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SOWARD , JOHN MOCAIN, ARZONA
ROGERT C. AVRD, WEST VINOFKS, [y CXLANOMA
JOSEPH | LITRERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF BESRIONS, ALARAMA
AL %, AMAKA MO SNDSEY GRAY, SOUTH EARCLIA
B2 NELBON, FLORDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DARISTA 4
TR — SRR Hnited States Senate
ﬁmmam mﬁwuw% COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
R R ampuNA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8060
ROUAMD W. BURKES, 8LNON
RCHARD 0. DVIOBES, STAFF GIRECTOR

JOUEMH W, BOWAS, REPUBLICAN NTAFF DIRECTOR

Pebruary 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washingron, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary;

Recent press reports suggest that the Administration is contemplating a nearly 20-percent
reduction in funding for the Missile Defense Agency in Fiscal Year 2010. While | raalize the compatition
for funding among defense programs will be intense, T respoctfully caution the Department that it would
be imprudent to take any premature action with respect to missile defense before the compietion of
important policy reviews, such as the Nuclear Posture Review, the Quadrennial Defense Review, and the
review of ballistic missile defense policy and strategy mandated by Section 234 of the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417). To precipitousiy reduce
funding for missile defense by some $2.0 billion, as reported, would prejudge the outcome of those
important reviews. .

In the courss of making a case for reduced spénding on missile defense, some of my colleagues
have argued for greater focus on theater missile defense systems, such as Aegis BMD, THAAD, and
PAC-3. While I concur with the need to field these capabilities in numbers sufficient to counter the
growing threat, I would caution the administration against incressed funding for these programs at the
expense of the defense of United States tervitory and population. Section 223 of the John Warner National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109-364), explicitly states that priority
should be given to the ground-based midcourse defense (GMD) system in addition to the aforomentioned
theater missile defense systems. ) .

The GMD program is modest in scope —~ only 44 ground-based intercoptor missiles fielded in
Alaska and California. Nearly sixty percent of the interceptors have been fielded with the remaining
under contract. Therefore, I belisve it would be extremely unwise not to fieid the remaining interceptors,
so critical to our nation’s safety and security, by the 2013 schodule that was approved by the Congress.
Moreover, it is the only defensive system we will have in place over the next 10 to 15 years to provide a
measurc of protection for the American people against long-range threats from North Korea and Iran.
There is no back-up system. As such, we must complete the planned fielding, continue to test and
improve the system over time, and explore enabling technology that will increase the cost-affectiveness of
the GMD system apainst future, uncertain threats, | strongly believe that any funding reductions that -
would jeopardize these objectives would be met with strong opposition.

With respect to the defense of our NATO allies, may ! also bring to your attention Section 229 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181), which established
~ the "policy of the United Statos to develop, test, and deploy as soon as technologically feasible, in
conjunction with allies and friendly countries whenever possible, an effective defense against the

SD 01988-09
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Page 2
February 24, 2009

[ballistic missile] threat from Iran” to the United States and its NATOQ allies, On 3 April 2008, the Heads
of States and Governments participating in the North Atlantic Council in Bucharest, Romanis issued a
declaration in support of the deployment of a missile defense capability in Burope. The declaration
stated, “We therefore recognise the substantial contribution to the protection of Allies from long-range
ballistic missiles to be provided by the planned deployment of Enropoan-based United States missile
defence assets.” As such, I would caution the Administration against making any decisions that might
negatively impact the existing missile defense agreaments between the United States and its Buropean
allies until the matter has been fully vetted and the views of our European allies taken into account.

I believe funding for our missile defense programs enjoys near-consensus in Congress, especially
within the defense committees. Over the last two years, for example, the net reduction to the president's
request for missile defense programs was approximately 3-porvent, which is an indication that we have
moved beyond the politics of missile defenss. A 20-parcent reduction, as reported in the press, however
would again politicize missile defense at a time when cur missile defense capabilitics are coming on line.

in closing, | would note that earlier this month Iran successfully Iaunched a satellite into space.
Additionally, we continne to read press reports that North Korea is making preperations for a similar
launch this week. Given those actions and the threat they represent, it is disturbing that the Administration
would contemplate significant reductions to our missile defense programs at the very time our potential
adversaries are demonstrating the ability to reach U.S. territory and that of our allies with ba!hmc
missiles. The American peopie, T am sure, will draw their own conclusions.

Very truly yours,

Jelt Sessions

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Strategic Fowes
Commitiee on Armed Services

ce;  Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Honerable John Young, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics
Honorable Michelle Flournay, Under Secretary of Defenss for Policy
Genera] James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency






EDWARD M. KENNEDY

MASSACHUSETTS

~Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I’m writing to request your support for the continued development and
procurement of the Joint Strike Fighter Alternate engine by including it in your Defense
Budget submission for Fiscal Year 2010.

To do so would be in compliance with existing law and in keeping with the clear
justification provided by Congress. As you know, Congress has supported the
development and procurement of an alternative propulsion system for the Joint Strike
Fighter for over a decade. It’s my belief that such a competition is essential to obtaining
these systems at the lowest possible price, and that this competition will likely lead to
increased performance and overall savings throughout the life cycle of the program.

To date, the Alternate Fighter Engine Team has performed admirably, as
demonstrated by the “exceptional” award fee ratings it has consistently received. It
remains on budget and on schedule, which is a significant accomplishment when
compared to other major development programs in the Department.

Much of the development is now complete. Less than 30% of the ovcrall'
development costs for the engine will remain after this year, and production funding has
already been appropriated to enable deliveries to be made in Fiscal Year 2012.

I hope very much that the Department will continue to fund the development and
procurement of the Alternative engine for the Joint Strike Fighter in Fiscal Year 2010.

Edward M. Kennedy
U.S. Senator



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
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JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND
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JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE MCASKILL, MISSOURI

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRAIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINOSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP1
RICHARAD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAS, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

MAnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6060

February 23, 2009

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Paul C. Hutton IV_,
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via
military van to Dahigren, Virginia on February 27, 2009.

The purpose of their trip will be to visit NAVSEA Dahlgren in order to receive
briefings and view demonstrations of Navy applied research activities. It is requested
that the Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Siggerely,

C evin
Chairman

D 02033-
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
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February 24, 2009

Honorabie Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator James M. Inhofe plans to travel to Germany, Italy, United Arab
Emirates, Afghanistan, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ghana, Liberia and Morocco during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator Inhofe will be
accompanied his wife, Mrs. Kay Inhofe, for protocol purposes and at no expense to the
government. Senator Inhofe will also be accompanied by Anthony Lazarski, Mark
Powers, and Ryan Thompson, his personal staff members who have been designated to
the Commiittee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman
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RICHARD D. DEBDBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSERH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 24, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 454, Weapons Systems Acquisition Reform Act
of 2009, to improve the organization and procedures of the Department of Defense for the
acquisition of major weapon systems, and for other purposes. I am forwarding this
legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

erely,

Chairman

Enclosures
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 25, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 459, to improve and enhance substance use
disorder programs for members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. [ am
forwarding this legislation to you for your review,

So that we can consider your views when the Comrmittee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.

Enclosures

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman
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RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 26, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 476, Care Affordability for Military Families
Act, to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the minimum distance of travel
necessary for reimbursement of covered beneficiaries of the military health care system
for travel for specialty health care. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,

please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Sirgerely,

evin
Chairman

Enclosures



MARK BEGICH . SUITE SH-825
ALASKA HART BUILDING

Wnited States Smate

(202) 224-3004
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 19, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

T am very pleased to see the great outcome for the Department of Defense in the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.

In total, the Department of Defense has $12 billion in funding atfocated to various

programs, with $2.5 billion specifically allocated to defense-wide programs. Iam
_ anxious to see this money moved into the. syStem to begin to stimulate the

economy while fulfilling many of the requirements for the Department of Defense.

I would appreciate if you would provide me a prioritized list of projects the
Department of Defense plans to fulfill using the $2.5 billion in defense-wide
allocated funding. In particular, I would like to see what impacts this money will
have on mstallatlons or projects in Alaska

I fook: forWard to your response ‘while we begm 1o make a difference in our
economy and the future of the Department of Defense.

; : 'Smcerely,

o :‘US Senator_.",__.‘;_,"_._f,,;":." e
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February 12, 2009 o

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon .
Washington, DC 20301-1000 . i

Dear Secretary Gates,

It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our annual
weekend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs,
Pennsylvania.

This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to
brainstorm and strategize on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very %
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national security challenges facing §
the United States.

My staff will work with your office to schedule a time for you to speak, eit'her on Friday ‘
afternoon, May 1 or Saturday moming, May 2. President Obama has confirmed his attendance at :
the conference.

I know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Please let me know

whether you will be able to attend, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637.

Sincerely,

L et

Chairman

OSD 02198-09
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Anited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 28, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:
Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 504, to redesignate the Department of the Navy

as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps. I am forwarding this legislation to you
for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

1o this legislation.
Siggerely,
evin
Chairman
Enclosures )
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Anited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-68050

March 2, 2009

On February 13, 2009 I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans
of Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Tom Weinberg, during the period March 20-22,

2009.

This letter is to advise that Mr. Weinberg will no longer be accompanying Senator
Martinez on this trip. Mr. Dan Fisk, Senator Martinez’s staffer who has been designated
to the Committee on Armed Services, will now be travelling with Senator Martinez.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.

Enclosures

my, .

Carl Levin
Chairman

D 022
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RAnited States Senate

March 4, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

‘Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

As we face a rapidly deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and the region, I commend the
Administration for shifting our focus to that conntry and working to develop a strategy to ensure the
security of the nation. Unfortunately, a greater commitment in Afghanistan will require further
sacrifice from our country and our men and women in uniform. As such, it is our responsibility to
ensure that the American people are given a clear objective for the mission in Afghanistan, one
which contemplates defense, diplomacy and development.

A's the deployments of additional troops are ordered to Afghanistan, I urg.e you not to forget recent
history and the difficult lessons learned from the war in Iraq, For too long, our standards to measure
success there were vaguely defined.

For just that reason, I had pushed for the establishment of 18 benchmarks for America’s mission in
Iraq to measure political, economic and military progress. These benchmarks were included in the
U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations
Act, P.L. 110-28. Likewise, I believe our mission in Afghanistan calls for a system which will allow
us to objectively gauge our success both militatily and politically. The establishment of a clear
objective in Afghanistan and the creation of a metric system to track the progress of all mission-
critical elements will demonstrate to the American people what we hope to accomplish in
Afghanistan and how we will achieve those goals.

Tapplaud the commitment to developing a strategic plan in Afghanistan, on¢ which combines
military action with a cohesive and strong diplomatic engagement; and I respectfully urge the
Administration to develop a series of benchmarks to assess the military and political progress in
Afghenistan. I belicve we havé an obligation to our servicemembers to ensure that their sacrifice is
met with a clear objective and a means to measure success. A

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to your response.

E.I  OSD 02298-09
United States Senator il
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Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, Florida

Sen. Benjamin L. Cardin, Maryland vy

Chairman

March 4, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gat¢s
Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to express the most steadfast support for Dr. Solomen Passy’g nomination
for Secretary General of thel North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). His record of
teadership and vision distinguish his nomination.

The challenge of seekifg collaboration among nations through international organizations
is not new to Dr. Passy. As 4 former Chairman-in-Office of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, and n;qst
recently as chairman of the (SCE Parliamentary. Assembly Transparency and Accountability
Committee, Dr. Passy has a unjque understanding of the complexity of seeking consensus among
nations with diverse political, pconomic and social realities. Facilitating cooperation, Dr. Passy
played & key role in the OSCE’s outreach to Mediterranean states; support to elections in
Afghanistan; support to pivotal elections in Ukraine and Georgia; and engendered a renewed
commitment to supporting tojerance, education, good governance, and private enterprise by
OSCE participating States, Aga Commissioncr on the Commission on Security and Cooperation
in Europe since 1993 and the t Vice President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, [ can
attest personally to the legacy ¢f Dr. Passy’s leadership.

Mareover, Dr. Passy recognizes that security institutions must adapt to amorphous and
asymmetrical threats such as|counterinsurgency, temorism, various forms of trafficking, and
piracy. He has long recogniwﬂ&dﬂ;:t these threats cannot be countered uniess the “security needs
of the individual citizen” are’ ssed. This accounted for his strong support for development
of democratic institutions and [functioning market economies during his tenure as Chairman-in-
Office. The challenges that NATO faces today requires the vision of a person who realizes that
military strength is but one component of a strategy to provide genuine security. As NATO
sceks 1o leverage resources |in a stabilization and rcconstruction capacity in states like
Afghanistan, Dr. Passy is the ideal choice for Secretary General,

0SD 02300-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gat¢s
March 4, 2009

Dr, Passy’s achievemenits in his home country as a Member of Parliament and Minister of
Foreign Affairs cannot be overlooked. He has led efforts to improve military and foreign policy
oversight. He has increased military cooperation of Scuth-Eastern Europe through the creation
of the South-Eastern Euro; Brigade.  Additionally, while simultancously balancing
Bulgaria’s and Europe’s security interests, he has carefully reached out to nations such as Libya .
and North Korea. This outreach resulted in the release of Bulgerian Medics detained in Libya in
2001. Most notably, Dr. Passy was influential in Bulgania’s accession to NATO both by actions
wrthin the government and by promoting public support outside the government.

Dr. Passy has a unique fombination of experience and vision. Dr. Passy’s leadership will
immediately be felt on issueq such as collective procurement of expensive military systems,
integration of non-NATQ militaries into missions, improving the deployment capabilities of
NATO militaries, and the relationship with Russia. This is so because he has spent his
diplomatic career bringing once divided people in Europe together to achieve common goals,

Sincerely,

‘ijammé. Cardin, U.S.S

Chairman

2022264199 p.3



Congress of the United States
HWashington, DE 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Waghington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and I were the lead sponsors
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the o
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in
World War I or World War IIL.

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Depaftment, a&long with the
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who are deserving of this award.

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states:
The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall:

(1) Determine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native Amerifzan
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the
exception of the Navajo Tribe.

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a
list

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to move this process
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department of Defense has a
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed “Code Talkers” within the definitions of the
recently passed legistation.

I am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States _
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public
law pertinent to this request for your review. If you have any questions about our expedited
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) or Clark Peterson (224~

4721/Inhofe).
Sincerely, SincerZ i

; James Inhofe 5 ' Dan Boren )
United States Senator Member of the House of Representatives

235209
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Rnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 11, 2009

The Honorable Willian J, Lynn
"Deputy Secrotary

The Department of Defense

1100 Defense .

Wishington, DC 20301-1100

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn:

Recently, we were informed that the Department of Defense is considering
postponing again the acquisition of a new Alr Foroe aerial refucling tanker. As the co- A
Chairmen of the Sepate Tanker Caucus, we believe that any additional postponement of the
tanker re-capitalization program will have a serious.and unnecessary sdverse cffect on our -
scrvice memnbers® ability to carry out the National Military Strategy. Accordingly, we
recommend that the Department secommence the acrial refueling tanker competition on an
expedited basis. -

As you know, the Seénsite Tanker Caucus is » bipantisan organization whose purpose
is to assist the Department in efficiently procuring whichever aircrafi best meets the
requirements of our Nationa! Military Strategy and provides the best value to the taxpayer,
The Cauqus has niot, and will not, take a position supposting any perticular bidder in the
. competition for procurement of & replacement tanker, However, the filure of recent offorts
1o procure & new tanker has boen disconcerting to members of the Caucus.

The ability of our riation.to coatinue to project serisl power worldwide depends on
our tanksr flegt. The backbone of this flect Is the KC-135, which is rapidly approaching its
50* year in service. As I am sure you agree, continuing to rely upon those aircrafk for
decades to come poses an unacceptablé risk not only to our nation's unique global reach
capability, but (0 our most vaiuable asset, our men and women in uniform.

Therefore, we respectfully recommend that the Department resutne the competition to
scisot a new serial refucling tanker as soon as possible. We also request that our respéctive
staffs be briefed, in a timely manner, on the Departmtent’s plans.

Thank you for your attention 1o this matier.

KeniComed ™ Derin G, Fiatch
United States Senator . United States Senator

Sincerely,
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn i}
Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lynn:

Earlier this month, the Armed Services Committee was informed of a
proposed reorganization of the office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
(USD/P). The proposed reorganization would establish two new Deputy Under
Secretaries of Defense (DUSDs), each at a level that appears to be equivalent in
authority and control to the existing Assistant Secretaries of Defense (ASDs).
While ASD positions are duthotized by statute, limited in number, and subject to
Senate confirmation, the Department can apparently establish the DUSD positions
without statutory authorization, without limitation, and without Senate
confirmation,

This proposed reorganization raises broader questions about the number and
status of DUSDs in the Department. For example, it appears that there are
currently at least ten DUSD positions under the Under Seeretary of Defense for
Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics (USD/AT&L). Of these ten DUSD
positions, two were established by statute and the othter eight (including the
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense position) appear to have been
established unilaterally by the Department. Moreover, the office’s organization
chart shows multiple layers of DUSDs reporting to each other. For example:

¢ The DUSD for Industrial Policy reports ta the DUSD for Acquisition and
Technology (a statutory position), who reports to the Principal DUSD.

» The DUSD for Advanced Systems and Concepts, the DUSD for
Laboratories & Basic Sciences, the DUSD for Intemnational Technology
Security, and the DUSD for Science and Technology all report to the
Director of Defense Research and Engineering (a statutory position, but not

a DUSD), who reports to the Principal DUSD.
TG
mni



[ am concerned that the proliferation of DUSDs at multiple levels of the

organization could muddy lines of authority and may not be in the best interests of
the Department of Defense. Accordingly, I would appreciate if you would provide
me with the following information:

How many DUSDs are there in the Department of Defense? -

How many DUSD:s are statutory positions and how many are not?

How many DUSDs are Senate-confirmable and how many are not?

‘What is the relative rank of a DUSD and an ASD?

Are all DUSDs of equal rank? If not, how is the rank of a DUSD
determined? -

What is the authority for establishing the position of “Principal Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense,” to whom other DUSDs (and ASDs) report?

Thank you for your assistanice in this matter.

: Sigcerely,
Chairman

Levin



Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310

Dear Secretary Gates,

The Pennsylvania Delegation is writing to you on a matter of great urgency. We
understand that the Air Force plans to begin the redistribution of A-10 aircraft from the 111%
Fighter Wing, Pennsylvania Air National Guard, as early as April 2009 and that 11 of the unit’s
assigned aircraft are scheduled to be moved in the next few months. The remaining 6 A-10s
assigned to the 111% are to be moved next year.

We strongly believe that taking A-10s from the 111% Fighter Wing is premature and ill-
advised. There is no requirement to move these aircraft at this time. Although the BRAC
Commission’s Report directed redistribution of the 111™s A-10s, it did not require that it be
done on any particular timetable. What’s more, the BRAC Commission directed that the Air
Force should maintain the end strength of the 111™ Fighter Wing, but the loss of the unit’s flying
mission will result in loss of up to 80 full-time jobs and 140 military positions. Finally, the
pending action completely overlooks the BRAC Commission’s finding that strongly encouraged
the Air Force to keep A~10s at the 111™ Fighter Wing.

Taking A-10s from the 111™ Fighter Wing is a serious mistake. The original
recommendation to redistribute the unit’s mission aircraft was based largely on the assumption
that the airfield at Willow Grove would not be in operation after the Navy leaves the installation
in 2011. However, legislation passed by Congress in 2007 and 2008 provided for the
establishment of a joint interagency installation under state jurisdiction and control at Willow
Grove. This installation will continue to include an operational airfield to be used by the
Pennsylvania National Guard, other military units, other government agencies and associated
users to support national defense, homeland security and emergency preparedness missions.

It makes no sense to strip this unit of its aircraft and reduce its capabilities at a time when
our Nation and our Commonwealth need them most. There are sufficient A-10 aircraft in the Air
Force inventory to keep all 17 mission aircraft at the 111% Fighter Wing. The 111% has the well-
trained, combat-experienced aircrews and maintenance/support personnel to continue to operate
the A-10s in a cost effective manner. The new joint interagency installation offers the airfield
and support facilities for the 111" Fighter Wing to continue flying without major capital
investments.
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We are asking that you issue an order delaying the start of the movement of A-10s from
the 111 Fighter Wing. -This action will give the Air Force the opportunity to reassess the
capabilities of the Horsham Joint Interagency Installation and to consider alternative future
flying missions for this unit. This action will preserve the capabilities of this unit to support
military operations and will leverage the tremendous skills and experience of the unit’s aircrews
and maintainers. ‘Failure to act will further erode the ability of this unit and the Air Force to
carry out the close air support and related missions that the men and women of the 111" Fighter
‘Wing have performed with great distinction for many years.

Due to the urgent nature of this situation, the Pennsylvania Delegation respectfully
requests that you respond to our concerns within the next two weeks. We thank you for your
attention to this matter and look forward to receiving your views. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if we can be of any assistance on this or any other matter.

Sincerely, '

(it - Gt o,

Senator Arlen Spectér Senator Robert Casey _
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Rep. Bill Shuster
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Rep. Charles Dent
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K, AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA IOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA qa“ltm %tﬂtzs % E“ atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA RDGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP|

JiM WEBE, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE DC 20510-6050
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHINGTON,

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD O. DEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 6, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn Il
Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lynn:

Last week, we introduced S. 454, the Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform
Act of 2009, in an effort to address some of the problems that have led to massive
cost overruns and schedule delays on some of our largest defense acquisition
programs. At the White House on Wednesday morning, the President announced
his support for the goals of our legislation and designated you to take the lead on
the issue for the Department of Defense.

We would appreciate if you would provide us with any comments that the
Department may have on the proposed legislation by no later than Friday, March
20, 2009.

We look forward to working with you on this important initiative.

Sincerely,
44L ?e(;u @2%ﬂb“
ohn McCain Carl Levin
Ranking Member Chairman

OSD 02642-09
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CAAL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALARAMA
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLUSS, GEORGIA
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOLITH DAKOTA
€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “]
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURA, NORTH CAROLINA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE GTON DC 2051 050
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 0-6
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA . WASHIN !
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINDIS
RICHARD D. DEGOBES, STAFF IIRECTOR
JOSEPH W, BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR MarCh 5’ 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as 2 Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Belgium during the period
March 20-22, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a staff member of the
Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy Minority Staff
Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal staffer
designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the suppott and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payfnent of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sifiderely,

Carl Levi
Chairman
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s

{he Honorable Robernt Gates, Secretary
J.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

)

r Secretary Gates:

T understand you have been invited to participate as a keynote speaker in the first annual Deterrence
ymposium being held on July 29, 2009, at the U.S. Strategi¢ Command in Omaha, Nebraska
SSTRATCOM). Your presence would be most welcome in addressing the full range of matters
ith regard to nuclear weapons and daterrence. ‘

rom your previous visits to Offutt Air Force Base, the home of USSTRATCOM, I know you are f
ware that the base maintains one of the largest military presences in the Midwest. The Comumand -
mploys more than 2,700 individuals, representing all branches of the anmed services, as well as

oD civilians and contractors, who oversee the Command®s operationally focused global strategic

15510N§.

{|recall that you have also visited the 55 Wing at Offutt. The 55® Wing's missions of providing
intelligence and surveillance make it, too, a vital unit in America’s nationa} security operations. |
lieve Offun’s diverse missions and global responsibilities put it on the cutting edge of
nsformation for the U.S. Air Force. )

inally, there are more than 1.2 million Nebraskans living in the greater Omaha metropolitan area;

d these Midwestern families play a vital role in supporting those stationed at Offutt. As{am sure
U are aware, military members consistently praise the people and the area for their zealaus support
America’s servicemembers and their familics, as well ag the overal] U.S. military and its mission.

flrespectfully urge you, therefore, 1o 'give this request your utmost consideration and allow my fellow
ebraskans to show you  little of our Midwestern hospitality. If there is anything 1 can do to be of
sistance with this request, please do not hesitate to contact me.

" Sincerely,

United States Senator
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBUISS, GEGRGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA (la“ltm %tﬂtm %E“ atz
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA AOGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBSB, VIRGINIA AICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NOATH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BUARIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARO D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W, BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 6, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 535, to amend title 10, United States Code, to
repeal requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by
veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes, I am
forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
igerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

Enclosures

OSD 027 13-09
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MAEK BEGILH, ALASKA WASHINGTON, DC 20

ROLANDW. BURRIE, LLINOIS

RICHARD § D-BOBES, STAFF INRECTOR
JOSES W. BOWAN, HEPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

In its enclosed letter of February 12, 2009, the National Institute of Military Jugti.cc seeks
legisiation to expand the applicability of the court-martial sentencing option of Life Without the
Possibility of Parole 16 rehearings invelving certain individuals who were sentenced to death by
a military court-martial.

Wi reéquest an expedited review of this proposal by the Jeint .Sc,rvicc Commitiee on
Military Justice and the Department's views of the merits of this initistive.

Sincerely..
% /n o \QH;&A
John MeCain Ciffl Levin
Ranking Member Chairman

Enclosure
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March 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Dcfensc Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

A critical element of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling
Afghan forces to take responsibility for the security of their own country. We applaud
the decision to increase the size of the Afghan National Army (ANA) to 134,000 soldicrs,
. though the force level may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan’s
security nceds over the long term.

The United States and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickly as
possible the training and equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP).
General David McKicrnan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force,
has said he needs more embedded trainers and funding to spced up building the capacity
of the Afghan security forces.

We have also heard recently that the “long pole in the tent” for growing the ANA
rapidly is getting these units the basic equipment they need machine guns, radios, and
vehicles — when they need it, At a hearing on February 26™, General David Barno,
former Commander, Combined Forces Command Afghamstan testified that the main
problem is “a constipated, peace-time system” for equipping these forces which is not
well suited to the demands of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were
encountered in delivering badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In this regard,
wc hope the lessons learned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan.

We request that you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and

cquipping of the Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police and report to us on
what more is needed, in terms of resources, personncl, or legislative relief.
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We look forward to your prompt response and working with you on this matter.

Sincerely,

John McCain Carl Levin
Ranking Member Chairman

£-8°d 1S68T.55826301 andd epsay o T e



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
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JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
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ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINQIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Jeff Sessions plans to travel to Israel, Afghanistan, Turkey and
Pakistan during the period April 3-11, 2009. He will be accompanied by Sandra E. Luff,
his personal staffer who has been designated to the Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

ev
Chairman
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KAY R. HAGAN, NOATH CARCLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W, BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 546, Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2009, to
amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed
services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by
reason of their years of military service of Combat-Related Special Compensation. Iam
forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
Sipgerely,
C evi
Chairman
Enclosures
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 11, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 549, to provide benefits under the Post-
Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence program for certain periods before the
implementation of the program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Enclosures

Sifgerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman
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March 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Michael J. Noblet, Professional Staff
Member on the Committee on Armed Services, to travel by commercial aircraft to
Norfolk, Virginia during the period March 19-21, 2009.

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Naval Special Warfare Group 2 at Little
Creek, Virginia and the Naval Special Warfare Development Group at Dam Neck,
Virginia to receive briefings on their roles and missions. It is requested that the
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sigerely,

Carl Levi
Chairman
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COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

ACLAND w. BURRIS, ILLINQIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTUR
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March 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff of the
Senate Armed Services Committee, Michael J. Kuiken, Michael J. Noblet and Dana W. White
plan to travel to Yemen, Libya, and Burkina Faso during the period April 6-16, 2009. They plan
to transit through France and Algeria.

The purpose of their travel will be to receive briefings on Department of Defense and
U.S. Government efforts relating to counterterrorism, security assistance, bilateral issues and
military-to-military relations.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in providing
such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier transportation, should it be required. It
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the action
agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sipgerely,

Carl Levi
Chairman
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JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND
DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAIi

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

E GENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
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CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSQURI
MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R, HAGAN, NORTH CARQLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLUISS, GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CARDLINA
JOKN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI
RICHARD 8URR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 13, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 590, The Defense Communities Assistance Act
of 2009, to assist local communities with closed and active military bases, and for other

purposes. 1 am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,

please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Enclosures

incerely,

arl Levin
Chairman

OSD 02972-09
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PENNSYLVANIA

COMMITTEES:
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HEALTH, EDUCATION, WASHINGTON, DC 20510
LABOR, AND PENSIONS

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
JOINT ECONOMIC

March 9, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn Ili
Deputy Secretary of Defense

1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn,

I am writing you in order to memorialize our conversation last week, reiterate the key
points, and ensure that we maintain an open dialogue moving forward.

As you know, there have been 19 deaths by electrocution in Iraq since the United States
invaded Iraq in 2003; 17 of those were US military personnel and 2 were contractors.
The majority of the deaths were ruled initially as accidents or the result of encounters on
the battlefield. However, recent developments have prompted both the Army and Navy
to reopen investigations into several deaths. These criminal investigations supplement
the comprehensive review of all electrocutions undertaken by the Department of Defense
Inspector General, which I understand is being wrapped up and will shortly be released.

1 was initially contacted in April 2008 by Ms. Cheryl Harris, mother of SSGT Ryan
Maseth, who requested that I look into a troubling pattern of elcctrocution deatl.is in Iraq.
Over the past year, I have spent considerable time looking into these electrocutions and
want to ensure that our servicemen and women are not senselessly placed into harm’s
way and that those senior Army personnel and military contractors who are responsible
for these electrocutions are held accountable. Cheryl is a remarkable woman and has
inspired me to remain involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all
of the families.
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My involvement in this issue has resulted in numerous meetings, phone conversations,
and exchange of correspondence with such individuals as General David Petraeus,
Lieutenant General David Huntoon, and Mr. William Utt, the Chief Executive Officer of
KBR. General Petracus informed me that he had established an Electrical Safety Joint
Planning Team to oversee the theater-wide assessment of all facilities following a series
of electrocutions in Iraq; this team was later designated the Task Force for Safety Actions
for Fire and Electricity, or Task Force SAFE. Despite the creation of this task force, we -
continue to hear accounts of our servicemen and women suffering electrical shocks while
taking showers, as recently as a month ago. Accordingly, I have sent a series of letters
and sought to arrange a personal meeting with Secretary Gates to urge his direct
intervention on this issue. As we discussed, I was disappointed at the length of time it
took before he responded to me and assigned you to provide personal attention to this
critical safety challenge. ’

We continue to learn of new troubling developments on this issue. A CNN broadcast last s
week reported that five electricians who worked in 2005 and 2006 for KBR in
Afghanistan witnessed dangerous electrical conditions there, but their warnings to senior
management were ignored. As important as accountability for past cases is, we must also
ensure that no further electrocutions occur, in both Iraq and Afghanistan.

~ Duringour phone conversation, you agreed to provide me updates and milestones as they
occur in simultaneous Department of Defense investigations. I appreciate this offer of
transparency, but also request to receive a current status report explaining to me where
things stand as of today and the timeline you envision for the various DOD mvestigations
to be completed. This status report should also provide a comprehensive overview of the
status of efforts, including a schedule of any future repairs or upgrades, in the operating
environment to assure that no further U.S. military personnel are harmed by
electrocutions. It is my expectation that the final report will contain proposed sanctions
and/or penaltics against supporting contractors, particularly KBR, if their lack of action
or errors contributed in any way to these electrocutions. The same threat of punitive
action should apply to our military chain of command if they are held responsible in any
way. -

Finally, I insist that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightness with the
families of those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and

wives are entitled to receive continuous updates and full inclusion. They deserve nothing
less

1 look forward to working with you in coming weeks and months,
Sincerely, -

Oowl. Coneg S,

Robert P. Casey, Jr.
United States Senator
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CHARLES J. HOUY, STAFF DIRECTOR
BRUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

March 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to
Rochester, New York, on March 27, 2009. She will visit satellite manufacturing
facilities in conjunction with defense and intelligence responsibilities.

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and

shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L.
83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)).

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel.

Sincerely,
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March 190, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to
Huntsville, Alabama, on March 31, 2009. She will visit Missile Defense
Agency leadership and tour contractor facilities involved in mis s1le defense
programs.

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L.
83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)).

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel.

Daniel K. In
Chairman

Committee ppropriations
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

. This letter is to authorize Ms. Kate Kaufer, professional staff member of the
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to
China Lake and Ft. Irwin, California, and Nellis AFB, Nevada, from April 6-9_,
2009. She will review Department of Defense energy conservation programs in
preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget review.

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L.
83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)).

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel.

Sincgrely,

Daniel K. Ifouye
Chairman
Committee pn JAppropriations

DKlI:rss

R



DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWANI, CHAIRMAN

ROBERT . BYRD, WEST VIRQINIA. THAD COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPI

PATRICK JJ. LEANY, VERMONT ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANLA

TOM HARKIN, ICWA CHRISTOPHER 8. 80ND, MISSQUR?

SARBARA A. MIKULSK), MARYLAND MITCH McOONNELL, KENTUCKY -

HERB KOML, WISCONSIN RICMARD C. SHELRY, ALABAMA [“at[

PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON JUDD QREGG, NEW HAMPSHIRE “l

DIANNE FENSTEIN. CALIFORTIA. R Bk &Y Y Ga, XS

DIANI ,

neg L DU LN uStOMBAC NS COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
R,

VAR LANDAIED, LOLBIAA SUSAN) COLLNG, MARE - WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8026

JACK REED, RHODE I1SLAND GEORGE V. VOINOVICH, ORIO

FRANK R. LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY LIS MURKOWSK), ALASKA http:/appropriations.senate.gov

DEN NELSON, NEBRASKA

MARK PRYOR, ARKANSAS

JON TESTER, MONTANA

CHARLES J. HOUY, STAFF DIRECTOR

BRUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

March 16, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

_ This letter is to authorize Mr, Charlie Houy, Ms. Betsy Schmid, and Mr. Erik Raven,

professional staff members of the Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel to Maqi,
Kauai, Oghu, Hawaii, and Sen Francisco, California, from April 5-11,2009. They will
participate in meetings on defense research and development programs and visit military
sites to review defense programs and budgets for fiscal year 2010.

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, plus
transportation, and other travel-related costs are authorized and shall be paid from
appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C.
1108(g)). ‘

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for travel.

Sincerely,

OSD 02982-09
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March 19, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff
of the Committee on Armed Services, William K. Sutey, John H. Quirk V, Lucian L.
Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV, plan to travel to Afghanistan during the period March
29 — April 4, 2009,

The purpose of their trip is to visit military bases in order to receive information
regarding requirements for operations, readiness, installations, logistics and medical care
from local commanders.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including in-theater military air and the use of a foreign
carrier, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army
could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sipcerely,

Chairman
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Anited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

RICHARD D. DsBOBES, STAFF IXRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 18, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China and
Japan during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a
staff member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy
Minority Staff Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal
staffer designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sifigerely,
Cafl Le
Chairman
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Lindsey Graham plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China
and Japan during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator Graham will be accompanied
Laura Bauld, his personal staffer designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee.

1 would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sipgerely,
Cafl Levin
Chairman
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Wnited Dtates Denate
March 20, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense, the Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary. Gates:

1 am writing to request that you immediately reaffirm the moratorium on conversions of
Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts.set forth in the December 29, 2004
Memorandurmn. In the Memorandum Under Secretary of Defense Chu stated that “DoD NAFIs:
s!munatemermtocmmtsaragmmemswm DoD elements ot other Federal Departments,
Agencies, or instrumentalities. for the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss
of jobs éreated’ pursuant to the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagiier-0’ Day Act, or small
business programs™ uniil 2 policy solution can be reached that encourages job creation.
Unforiymately, the Memoranduum issued on Match 7, 2007 by Arthur Meyers, the Director of
Services, Air Force Manpower, muddled the issue with i :mpmc:se and contradictory language. |
believe that it is necessary for you to reaffirm the standing in the Chu Memorandum. in order to
Temove any quéstion as to the standing of the DoD on this matter.

The moratorium is esséntial to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working on
DoD service contracts under the Ahmty()me Program. In 2007 | toured Adelante Development
Center Inc; an AbilityOne progsam in New Mexico. [ was impressed by the staff and their
commitment but [ was particularly struck by the commitment of the disabled adults who find
work through the program. They take great pride.in the work they do and are committed to
quatity in even the tost basic tasks, AbilityOne programs previde more than a job, they give all
of their clients the opportunity to succeed and to contribute to society. In addition, they provide
the families of their clierits the peace. of mind that comes from knowing that their loved ones are
aetively engaged in work and well-looked after.

In addition, I-am-writing to I strongly urge the DeD to coordinate with AbilityOne
representatives-to develop a policy solution that encovirages job-creation through both the MWR
and the. AbilityOne Program. I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in
higher quality and efficiency to service members at lower costs. However, given the potenial
impact this.challenge could hsive-on the employment of thousands of peoplé with severe
disabilities in the Abﬂxtyﬂne Program, [ urge Dab to caxefuﬂy assess the full impact of the
conversions before moving forward and to make appropriate chariges to the program.
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, and to update me on this
issue, please contact Annie Chévez (202)224-3882 in my office.
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Friday, March 20, 2009

The Honorable Rabert Gates

Secretary, U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write to you today to express our strong concems regarding the OMB Civcular A-76
Study currently underway to review the operations, maintenance, and custodial duties at
Woeat Point. Congyess and the President have oxpressed deep reservations with this
process, and we encourage you to defer completing this and any pending studies until the
process can be improved or replaced. Regardless, however, of the Defense Deparunmt’
(DOD) stance on the Iarger question of A-76 studies, we believe that the serious concems
raised by Weet Point’s union warrant cancellation of this study. With the accuracy of the
study in queshon it wonld be far preferable to cancel this study and begm anew one, -

The Ofﬁce of Management and Budget (OMB) estabhshed this type of study to ensure
that the government does not waste taxpayers’ money by paying govemment employees

- to perform tasks which could be completed at 2 lower cost hy private contractors. :
Although we support the goal of saving taxpayer dollars, we are concerned by moun:tmg

- evidence that the process unfairly disadvantages federal employees and fuils to save any
money. After studies by the Government Accountability Office, Congress acted in the
Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriatione bill to curtail ths A-76 process. President.
Obama, too, has issued an executive order to stop new A-76 studies. With such serious
Teservations at the highest levels of government, we believe that the responsible course of
action would be to stop any A-76 smdies corrently under way.

The study underway at West Point has several secious flaws. Pirst, the process compares
different price structures, making it impossible to evaluate accurately which is the lower
cost. For federul employees, the smady estimates the total cost to the Ammny of pc:fonnms
the work. However, when soliciting bids from private contractors, the Army is asking for
“cost plus firm fixed fee™ contract. These contracts allow for variable costs, which
cannot be accurately compared to the fixed cost used for oontm mng with federal -

cmployees.
Second, the Amiy changed the vequirements for the union halfway through the study.

Originally, the Atmy allowed the union to combine the operations/maintenance and .
custodial responsibilities into a single bid, which allowed them to achieve sconomies of .
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scale. Halfway throuﬁh the process, Army required the unioﬁ to separate these two
‘coniracts, but did not allow them to begin the Process over.

Given the gerious concerns related to these studies in general, and this stlidy in particular, . -
Wwe urge you to cancel the study. Millions of taxpayer dollars are at stake, and we cannot
afford to risk wasting them by engaging in an inaccurate and unfair process.

We look foroard to your reply. If yous have any dnestions. pleaée do not hesitate to .
contact John Jones, of Senator Schumer's staff at {202) 224-6542, or Kevin Fink, of

Senator Gillibrand’s staff, at (202) 224-4451. -

Sincerely,

. * Chares E. Schumer : . Kirsten E. Gillibrand -
: U.S. Senate _ : U.S. Senate. .



Anited DStates Senate.

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 20, 2009

The Honorable Robert C. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

The Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act authorized full funding for the
third DDG-1000 destroyer, while the Department of Defense Appropriations Act provided partial
funding for the third DDG-1000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding
requirement in FY10. We urge you to follow through on this commitment by ensuring that the
necessary funds for completing the third DDG-1000 are included in the President’s budget
request.

Last year, the Senate Armed Services Committee and the Senate Appropriations
Committee demonstrated strong support for the Department’s Fiscal Year 2009 budget request
for funding the procurement of the third DDG-1000. Because of this support and your
willingness to directly reaffirm the Defense Department’s support for the President’s DDG-1000
Budget request, the third DDG-1000 was fully authorized in the Fiscal Year 2009 National
Defense Authorization Act. Likewise, the Fiscal Year 2009 Defense Appropriations Act
supported procurement of the third DDG-1000 by providing $1.5 billion in split-funding toward
the ship’s procurement. In addition to providing funding, the conference agreement included
explicit direction for the Department not only to proceed with contracting for the third ship, but
also to provide the ship’s remaining funding in the Fiscal Year 2010 budget.

Any failure to follow through on these commitments would resuit in a multi-year
procurément gap of complex surface combatants. Such a decision would also place at risk the
nation’s surface combatant shipbuilding industrial base and the jobs and unique skills of
thousands of defense-critical U.S. workers.

We look forward to continuing to work closely with you to meet the Navy’s requirements
for a 313-ship fleet and to preserve a strong and highly skilled industrial base.

opian Collos

Susan M. Collins
United Stgtes Senator

Sincerely,

OSD 03122-09
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Bnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 20, 2009

The Honerabile Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense; The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates;

It has.come to. our attention that the Department of Defense (DOD) has undertaken an initiative to
transform the manher in which it contracts food and postal services. We are concerned about the
implications that this isiitiative could have on the jobs of people. with severe disabilities working on
Department of Defense. service contracts under the AbilityOne Program.

~ Specifically, Oppoitunity Village is a coramunity rehabilitation program in southern Nevada that.
has been providing job training and employment services for-almost 55 years. No other organization in
‘Nevada has worked as hard.for people with disabilities for as long as Opporturiity Village, and we both
have a special place in our hearts for this ageney and the people they serve. At Nellis Air Force Base
(AFB), Opportunity Viltage has:supported the aitinen there for aver 35-years. Opportunity Village '
currently has a*“food service attendant” contract and a “postal service center” coritract with Nellis AFB,
and 43 people with severe disabilities are employed o those contracts. We also know there are literally
thousands.of people-with severe.disabilitics working for other community rehabilitation programs at other
Department of Defense facilities throughout our hation.

, In addition, we would like to express our support for the Department of Defense’s Food
Transformation effort where it resulis in higher quality and efficiency to service members at lower costs.
Howeyer, given the curvent economic crisis and the potential impact this change could have on the
employment of dozens of people with disabitities at Nellis AFB and thousands of people with severe
disabilities in:the AbilityOne Program, we strongly urge the Department of Defense o coordinate with
AbilityOne representatives to develop a poficy solution that encourages job creation through both thie
MWR and the AbitityOne Programs, This is a crucial step to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this
issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe disabilities-are so rare, reflecting an unemployrment

rate unparalleled in our society.

Thank you for your consideration of this urgent request. [Fyou have any questions, I}(ew’;
contact Bob Herbert a1 (202)224-3542 or Ryan Tully at (202)224-8049 in our offices respectively.

Sincerely,

John Ensign te””
United States Senator

Harry Reid
United States Senator



Rnited Btates Senate

WABHINGTON, DE 20810

March 20, 2009

The Honorable Robert C. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
‘Washmgkm. DC 203011000

As you know, last year's Department of Defensé Appropristions Act providad partial
funding for the third DDG- 1000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding
requirement in FY 10. Congress expects the Navy to-adhere to this direction; therefore, we write
to urge your suppont for full funding of the DDG-1000 program in the FY 10 President’s budget,
and request that you continue a thorough snd transparent review and evaliation of the Navy's
propossl to truncate the DDG- wﬁﬁpmmmdmmnm)ﬁ -51 production,

We remaia w:y concemed about the Navy’s long-term shipbuilding plan. Despite
several months of Congressional and Department ‘of Defense requests for further snatysis, the.
Navy has yet to provide sufficient justification i suppmtof the pa‘;tpwl 1o trunicate the DDG-
1000 program and restart DDXG-51 production. We continue to #wail an in-depth compiretive
analysis of thé DDG-51 and DDG-1000. The Navy’s faifure to provide such a detsiled cost
analysis strongly implies a lack of su;:puﬂmg documentation of the Navy’s position and
undermines our confidence in the merits of the Navy’s plan 1o truncate the DDG-1000 program.
Congress must have this information before acquiescing to a change of this magnitude.

Supporting the DEG-1000 program will enable the Navy 1o leverage $11 billion in
alrendy invested reséarch and development fundinig. The ship has been designed with sigaificant
growth margins mcluding power, cooling, space, and weight to enable rapid enhaikements to
meet evolving threats in the existing hull. We believe that continued production and detivery of
DDG-1000 class destroyery is cssential to the long-term-stability of ovir shipbuilding program and
the timely delivery of needed capabilities to the Navy.

With respect and appreciation, and thank you for considering this request,

Sincérely,

03125-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EOWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, QKLAHOMA
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROUNA

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SQUTH DAKOTA

£. BENJAMIN MELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

MARK UDALL, COLCRADC SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NOATH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 18, 2009

This letter is in further regard to my letter of March 5, 2009 concerning the travel
plans of Senator John McCain and Richard Fontaine and Brooke Buchanan, during the

period March 19-22, 2009.

I am writing to advise that Senator McCain has added Luxembourg to his itinerary.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.

Sipgerely,
C evin
Chairman

OSD 03128

it



JOEEPH. LUEBEAMAN, COMNELTIOUE. CHARNAN

TURIEL K AKAKA, NAWAS TN CORLIRN, DRLAHOMA.
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SN TESTIR MONTAIO, Y GRARAM, SOUTH CaRaLNA
W, BRIARIS. ILLIMOIS

MACHAZE BERNET,

MRCHASE meusm SYARF DIRELTOR
BRANDON L. IRUL HGAN, MINDRITY STASK DRBCTOR WWFW)M

The Homorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Diefonse.

1000 Defense Pcntagm
Washington, DC. 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary:

Bnited Senate
COMMITYEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 205106250

March 16, 2009

I am writing today to tequest information and documents-related to the Defense Department’s award of

contracts for Congressional earmagks,

For-each item listed in coraplisnce with clause 9 of Rule XXI of the Rules of the House of
Representatives and Rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate in the Defense Appropriations Acts for
Fiscal Years 2008 and 2009, the Subcommittes requests the following information and documents:

(1)  Thenumber, valus, and recipient of any contract or grant awarded;

(2)  Information regarding the type and extent of competition conducted, including the number and
identity of competing offerors; and

(3)  Communications related to the-award of any contract or grant to the recipient identified by the
fequesting membes of Congress.

[ request that you provide this information as‘soon as possible, but in no case later than Mondsy, April
6, 2009. If you determine that you will be unable to make a complete production by this date, please contact
Subcommittee staff to discuss possible modifications to this schedule.

The jurisdiction of the Subcommittee on Contracting Oversight is set forth in Senate Rule. XXV clause
1(k); Senate Resolutiori 445 section 101 {108* Congress); and Senate Resolution 50 (109* Congress). ‘An
attachment to this letter provides additional information on how to respond to the Subcomimittee’s request.

Please coitact me or-ask.your staff to contact Margaret Danm at (202) 224-6154 with any questions

regarding this request.

Enclosure

o0 Susan Collins
Acting Ranking Member

Subcommiittee on Contractmg Oversight

03174
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Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The ABL is
America’s premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous potential for our
nation’s warfighters, but also for maintaining America’s technological edge. It is critical to the
future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, we urgently request the ABL
remain a robustly funded program.

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability “to
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic misstles shortly after launch during the boost-phase.
Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States’ airborne
weapon systems, with a potential to attack mulriple targets at the speed of light with a range of
hundreds of kilometers. ™

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United States
Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, “...from a warfighter’s perspective, the ABL will be an important
ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense capability for the Korean
Peninsula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs.

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic missiles has
only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Wesiern allies, there are 3,000 ballistic
missiles around the world. That number is continuing to grow cvery year. As threats proliferate
around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as the nation’s only fully designed
boost-phase missile defense system will continue to increase.

The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the promise of
speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will disappear, as will the
fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have wasted the resources that have been
well invested since the Clinton administration.



Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser program.

Sincerely,

,S,}@ Wi M! VA
K

Sam Brownback Pat Roberts - John Thune



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS

ROBERT C 8YRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH ). LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAIl

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JM WEEB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI
MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

JOMN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SQUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVIO VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF OIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M., Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 19, 2009

On March 19, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of William K. Sutey,

John H. Quirk V, Lucian L. Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV during the period March
29-April 4, 2009.

This letter is to advise that they have added United Arab Emirates to their

itinerary,

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.

Sipgerely,

Levin
Chairman

OSD 03200-09
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Uarl Lepin
Michigan

Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

] understand that former Congressm
has expressed aninterest in servmg on the
‘Defense Policy Board. I rememberggi@ifirom his service
on the House Armed Services Committee. He was
knowledgeable and thoughtful on national security
issues, and I think he would make a valuable
contribution to the work of the Defense Policy Board.

I am enclosing his resume Thanks for your

~ consideration.
Carl Levin
Enclosure

____OSD 03225.09
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EVAN‘SAYH COMTTESS:

ANMED BERVICES
e Bnited States Senate ol
Jﬁ'?nm% WASHINGTON, DG 20510-1404
A
March 25, 2009

The Honorable William Lynn, I

Deputy Defense Secretary

1010 Défense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Deputy Secretary Lymn:

Itis my understanding thiat the Army plans to award a contract for an-additional 56,000
SINCGARS radios this spring. Further, I understand that the Office of the Secretary of
Defense must certify to the Congress that this competition is open and fair. As such, I
respectfully request that you complete work on the certification process in a timély
‘manner in order to meet the Aruy’s needs.

My hope is that this contract not be delayed. The faster this contract is awarded, the
moge quickly the: Army will be able to procure the additional tactical radios it needs while.
also ensuring that the radios are interoperable with current inventory and will not disrupt
the Aimy's supporting logistics chain. These SINCGARS radio systems support near
term operational needs, such as the new brigade combat teams and ground yehicle fleet. 1
have also been told that no Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) solutions are currently
available to meet future néeds, and alternate sohntions may not meet full spectrum
environmental requirements consistent with the SINCGARS and JTRS ORDs,

Therefore, I do not believe these aptions are appropriate for our soldiers at this time.

Additionally, awarding this contract without delay will provide a much needed economic
boost to the communities who produce these radios, which is an important concern to
both the Department and Congress in these challenging times.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have ay fquestions er concerns. I appreciate
your thoughtfiil consideration of my request, and thank you for your continued service in
your new position.

Sincerely,

Evan Bayh
U.S. Senator

CC: Secretary of the Army Peter Geren

PRINTED ON BECYOLEDS FAPES: . 0OSD 032
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M, KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAW, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. [NHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALARAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA .

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI! LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOLITH DAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA - (ﬁnltm %mtm % E“atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WERB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURA, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL. MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLING, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-68050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W¥. BURAIS, ILLINDIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 20, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 644, to amend title 10, United States Code, to
include service after September 11, 2001, as service qualifying for the determination of a
reduced eligibility age for receipt of non-regular service retired pay. 1am forwarding
this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
Si cerely,a
Carl Levin
Chairman
Enclosures

OSD 03268-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JIM WEEB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CARQLINA

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPE
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARDLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

NAnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

AICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 20, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 645, to amend title 32, United States Code, to
modify the Department of Defense share of expenses under the National Guard Youth
Challenge Program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,

please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Enclosures

OSD 03270-0
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Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write today to express serious concern about the administration’s planned national
defense spending in Fiscal Year 2010 and beyond, which appears to be insufficient to
guarantee U.S. national security in the coming years. Based on the administration’s
budget documents submitted thus far, it appears that a marked decrease in overall defense
spending is in store for our country. If recent press accounts are accurate, this will be
accomplished by canceling or postponing the acquisition of numerous major weapon
systems critical to our Armed Forces and necessary to ensure their future ability to defend
our country.

As Congress begins the Fiscal Year 2010 (FY10) budget process, it is our view that we
have too little information on hand, based solely on the President's incomplete budget
submission, to thoroughly and responsibly make decisions about top-line figures for the
couniry's core defense program. For example, it is widely reported that the
administration intends to shift funding that is currently part of the supplemental budget
process into the normal DoD appropriations request. But, to date, Congress has not been
told exactly what amount will be transferred, nor has it been informed about which
particular programs will be affected. This lack of information raises a number of
important questions, with potentially troubling answers.

The President's plan to substantially increase U.S. military force levels in Afghanistan,
while simultancously withdrawing all U.S. combat forces from Irag by August 2010, will
require substantial funding. However, it is our understanding that the administration will
be requesting far less this year and next in supplemental fonding, which is cause for great
concern. It is unclear how the administration, if it intends to cut supplemental funding,
expects to maintain our military forces in the field and enable them to conduct their
missions safely and effectively. We would appreciate an explanation on this issue.

To be clear, we fully support efforts to maximize transparency in the budget process by
including all foreseeable DoD requirements in the normal DoD budget request; however,
by shifting major expenses from the supplemental requests to the base budget, while
simultaneously slashing the supplemental request, the net effect would be a decrease in
overall spending on our national defense. Qur concern is that, under the guise of an
"honest budgeting” approach to national security spending, we would be locking in an
overall cut in military spending that either puts our troops in jeopardy today or our

el
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' national security in jeopardy tomorrow as we restrict urgently needed capital investments

in equipment such as planes, ships, and land vehicles.

As such, we request that your department provide us as soon as possible with more
detailed information on what expenditures, and at what levels, you anticipate moving
from the supplemental budget to the base defense budget for FY10 and what defense
programs you anticipate eliminating or substantially reducing, in relation to the most
recent Future Years Defense Program (FYDP). In addition, it is essential that we hear
from our uniformed combatant commanders and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
on the potential problems they will face in carrying out their responsibilities under the

- administration’s proposed defense spending blueprints. Accordingly, we request that you

provide us, as soon as possible, risk assessments by each combatant commander,
evaluating to what extent the President's proposed defense spending levels will limit their
ebility to meet ongoing requirements over the lifetime of the FYDP. Finally, we request
that the Chairman’s risk assessment, which is statutorily required and is long overdue, be
provided within 30 calendar days.

During the early part of this decade, it became clear that defense spending decisions
made during the 1990s and the resulting military “procurement holiday” that our
government had taken left our Armed Forces without the needed advanced equipment
and superior capabilities to defend our nation. Today, in the middle of a global war on
terror, we must not allow that to happen again, Now is not the time to attempt to cash in
a “peace dividend,” while thousands of our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines are
serving in harm’s way, engaged in military operations in two major theaters of conflict
overseas, with other very real threats on the horizon.

We urge you to examine these issues carefully as the administration completes work on
its FY10 DoD budget request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless
dedication to its Armed Forces.

JOHN CORNYN JON KYL
United States Senator United States Senator

LISA MURKOWSKI ; JAMES M. INHO:i

United States Senator United States Senator



JOHN THUNE
United States Senator

Al

ited States Senator

CKER
United States Senator

-/ S 4

ROBERT F. BENNETT
United States Senator

ted States Senator

JO ISAKSON
United States Senator

= \JThr
DAVID VITTER :
United States Senator

e
United States Senator

BAILEY HUTCHISON
United States Senator



Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 205610

March 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC, 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to seek your assistance in obtaining funds appropriated by H-R. 1,
the “American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 20097, to further the research :
conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc. on the use of bioenginecred bacteria in the production
of biofuels from biomass. Bell BioEnergy, Inc. is fully ready to implement the goals of .
this Act and produce renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation fuels
to enhance America’s independence from foreign oil in an environmentally sound
manner. Such efforts will result in the creation of a significant number of new and green
jobs.

Bell BioEnergy is presently undertaking such résearch in the form of pilot
projects conducted in collaboration with the Department of Defense and the Defense
Energy Support Center (DESC) at seven military installations around the nation including
Fort Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Drum, Fort A.P. Hill, and the
DESC facility at San Pedro, CA. Specifically, Bell BioEnergy is requesting $50 million
to complete the research begun through these pilot pmjects The obJectlves of the pilot
projects are to:

1) Perfect the Bell BioEnergy, Inc. waste biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process
2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the process

3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline,
diesel and jet) for laboratory testing

4) Test and certify the fuels generated by the proccss as a drop in fuel that is fit
for purpose .

K °5) Gather the engmeenng and SClentlﬁc data necessary 1o desxgn full scale
producnon facilities -

A clear intent of Congress in enacting H.R. 1 is to provide funding for the types of
projects that Bell BioEnergy has undertaken. We believe that the successful conversion

T T



of non-food biomass to biofuels would have overwhelmingly positive effects on our
economy and energy independence and also help créate a cleaner environment.

The $50 million Bell BioEnergy secks would be employed to 1) complete
construction of the seven pilot projects, 2) perform university level research to determine
the most viable bacteria for the production of hydrocarbon fuels from biomass, and 3)
construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagation of the
bacteria required to produce biofuels from non-food waste biomass. We estimate that
cach test facility would employ five technicians and that the research laboratory would
employ 25-50 scientists and technicians with secondary employment of up to 400 people.

We appreciate your consideration of this proposal, consistent with your standard
policies and practices, and look forward to any feedback you may have.

Sincerely,
SaxBy

Chambliss
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nited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510~6050

March 25, 2009

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We request your assistance in achieving the goal of eliminating the need for any ac':l'ive-
duty mititary member to rely on the U.S, Department of Agriculture’s Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, niore commonly referred to as Food Stamps.

A decade ago, the number of service members who were recciving Food Stamps
exceeded 10,000, Enactment of the Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) in
October 2000 has helped to reduce that number. Moreover, significant increases in basic pay
and allowances since FSSA becaine available have also greatly improved the income and quality
of life for all military personnel serving on active duty. [t was surprising, therefore to learn last
week, following the First Lady’s visit to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, that more than 3,000
service members are currently receiving food stamps.

The Food Stamp Program is administered by the U.S, Department of Agricullure, and we
realize that implementation can vary by state. We also acknowledge that certain pays and
benefits, such as combat-related pays and governmemt-provided housing, are generally not
considered in determining cligibility for Food Stamps. Nonetheless, we consider it unacceptable
that the measures put into place in 2000 and the significant improvements in pay and benefits
since that lime, have fallen so far short of the goal of eliminating the requircment by any service
member to seck aid for nutritional assistance.

We request your views and recommendations on this topic al your earliest convenience,
If legistation is required to achieve the goal we have stated, we hope that you will offer proposals
for consideration within the current legislative session.

Sincerely,
/n el %ﬁw—
John McCain Carl Levin

Ranking: Member Chairman
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March 26, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Depariment of Defense

.1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 am writing 10 respectfully request that Department of Defense (DoD) consider
modifying the State Drug Interdiction and Counterdrug Activities plans for the National Guard to
permit counterdrug personnel to suppont law enforcement in inspecting certain vehicles at ports
of entry. Istrongly believe that including vehicle inspection under the counterdrug mission set
would enhance our ability to interdict the southbound flow of weapons and bulk cash as well as
the northbound flow of narcotics.

As you know, the National Guard currently provides critical support to Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) with the operation of remote cameras and sensors, and conducts aerial
reconnaissance of the border in an effort to detect illegal drug smuggling operations. The Guard
used to also assist CBP with inspection activities at ports of entry. However, in 2003 the so-
called “3(d)" inspection mission was removed from the counterdrug mission set based on a
finding by then Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz that inspection activities are not “militarily unique.
At that time, ] expressed deep concems regarding this change and the fact that it resulted in CBP
having to 1ake over the duties of approximately 350 National Guard soldiers who were assisting
with the dismantlement of vehicles suspected of carrying contraband.

Reinstating this mission makes sense now more than ever. The Administration has
recogmized the importance of reducing the flow of weapons and bulk cash being smuggled into
Mexico from the United States, and the need to step up efforts to stop drugs from being
trafficked into our country. Permitting Nationa} Guard coumerdrug personnel to perform the
3(d) mission would free up CBP officers to perform other duties and provide soldiers with
additional training experience in detection techniques that are utilized by activated troops
maintaining security in Iraq and Afghanistan. It is my understanding that if this change is made
the National Guard would be able to place about 30 soldiers at ports along the border just in New

Mexico to assist with the interdiction of contraband at no cost to CBP.
OS 4 I
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The Honorable Robert M., Gates
. Pape2of2

I greatly appreciate your prompt attention to this issue, and your assistance in ensuring
the continued success of counterdrug operations along the Southwest border.

Sincerely,

JB/ss

cc: The Honorable Janet Napolitano

MAR-29-2001 22:40 o ' 98% . P.@




USS Constitution Museum

20 March 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Room 3E880

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On October 22 of this year the USS Constitution Museum will hold its annual Chairman’s Dinner at the
Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston. We would be most honored if you would be our keynote speaker.

The evening will follow by one day the 212" anniversary of the Boston launching of USS
CONSTITUTION on October 21, 1797, as one of the first six frigates built for the US Navy. Even though the )
Museum is a non-profit organization, we are for all intents and purposes the Navy’s museum for “Old Ironsides.

In addition to celebrating the 212th anniversary of “Old Ironsndes’” launching, the Museum will present:

*  The Samuel Eliot Morison Award to Dr. John Haddendorf Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime
History and Chairman, Maritime History Department at the Naval War College, in recognition of his
many contributions to naval history and scholarship. This award is presented annually to individuals
who have enhanced the image of USS CONSTITUTION and who reflect Rear Admiral Morison's
artful scholarship, patriotic pride and eclectic interest in thmgs maritime.

e The Charles Francis Adams Award to Boston Mayor Thomas Menino. “Old Ironisides” and the
Museum have no better friend than Mayor Menino. This award honors the legacy between the Adams’
family and the Navy, from President John Adams attending the launching of “Old Ironsides,” to
Secretary of the Navy Charles Adams dispatching “Old Ironsides™ on her national cruise to 76 ports
along the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts between 1931 and 193:4.

I also extend a personal invitation for you to visit the USS Constitution Museum, in conjunction with any
visit you may make to USS CONSTITUTION during your time in Boston.

The USS Constitution Muséum’s staff and I will prowdc addltlonal mformatlon as details of the evening
become firm, and we stand by to assist you in any manner. Our point of contact for your staff is Mr. Burt Logan,
President of the Museum, who may be reached at 617) 426—] 812 X 1]5

James C. Stokes
" Chairmian- -
Board of Trustees

llllIlil!lﬂlllllllllﬂlllﬂlllll

Box 1812 Boston, MA 02129 617 426 1812 61” 242 0496 (fav) WWWLSSCONStUtIONMUSeuIm. org
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March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Mr. Erik Raven, majority staff member of the Senate Appropriations
Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to Deadhorse, Alaska, and Ice Camp APLIS
from March 21-23, 2009. He will participate in ICEX 2009.

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services Administratior} or, if
applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, transportation costs, includ}ng
military air, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and shall be paid from appropriations
available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 83-207 (31 U.5.C. 1108(g)).

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for travel.

DPKI:rss




Congress of the Wnited States

March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Your leadership in recent months has been instrumental in refocusing the Department of Defense
on nuclear matters. We share many of the concerns you have expressed regarding the '
degradation of our nuclear capability and appreciate the Department’s immediate implementation
of plans to revitalize our strategic nuclear deterrent.

Accordingly, we write to request your leadership on a related and urgent budgetary matter
involving the preservation of our nation’s land-based Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (“ICBM”)
solid rocket motor industrial base. In the next few weeks, the Minuteman II1 Propulsion
Replacement Program (“PRP”) will cease production and government funds have been allocated
to close the program’s production facility. However, the Air Force has determined that it is in
the national interest to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor production capability.
Accordingly, the Air Force is planning to commence an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life
Extension Program, that will preserve our nation’s capability to produce land-based ICBM solid
rocket motors. Unfortunately, due to a budgetary perplexity, FY2009 funds will be used to close
the land-based solid rocket production facility only to reopen that same facility a few months
later using FY2010 monies. The result will create unnecessary layoffs, and cost the taxpayers
millions of additional dollars. However, these needless costs and risks to the industrial base can
be avoided by sending Congress a reprogramming request that authorizes FY2009 funds to be
used to maintain the land-based solid rocket production line instead of closing it. Therefore, we
respectfully request your.assistance in approving a reprogramming request of FY2009 PRP
closeout funds to instead be used to immediately commence an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life
Extension Program.

Later this-month, the Air Force, under the PRP, will receive the last Minuteman III Stage 1
booster segment, and-in August, will receive the last Stage 2 and Stage 3 segments. This will
conclude the PRP program and for the first time since the beginning of the Cold War, our nation
will not produce ICBM solid rocket motors, Therefore, the nation could lose this highly
specialized production capability and compromise the long-term dependability of the
Minuteman III.

Congress recognized these risks during the FY2008 budget process, and directed both.tgze Office
of the Secretary of Defense, and the Air Force, to conduct studies regarding the capability of the

OSD 03554-09
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The Honorable Robert Gates
March 18, 2009
Page Two

defense industrial base to maintain, modernize, and sustain the Minuteman III system until. ?030.
This Air Force study validated the requirement to preserve an ICBM industrial base capability,
and specifically a low-rate solid rocket motor life extension program production line.
Unfortunately, the Secretary of Defense study has still not been delivered to the Congress.

Subsequent congressional directives have been even more specific. Following the release of the
FY2009 Air Force Unfunded Requirements List, which included a request for an additional $31
million to initiate an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension, the FY2009 Defense
Appropriations Act stated, “the Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a warm line
status for Minuteman Ill propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 1o
initiate a Minuteman IIl motor life extension program.” This language was further clarified ina
letter from Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Inouye and Ranking
Member Cochran to the Air Force Secretary and Chief of Staff, which raised concerns about the
ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor industrial base. This _
letter cited the final FY2009 Appropriations Report language and urged the Air Force to provide
funding in FY2009 to maintain a viable land-based solid rocket motor production capability.
Subsequently, the Air Force received Program Decision Memorandum (PDM-3) guidance to
prepare to transition to this program in FY2010.

However, the delayed submission of the new Administraﬁon’s FY2010 detailed Defense Budget
has caused the Air Force to also defer the transition from the Minuteman ITI PRP program to an
ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. We have brought this matter to the attention
of the Air Force’s senior leadership, including: the Assistant Chief of Staff, Strategic Deterrence
and Nuclear Integration (AF/A10) and the Director, Space Acquisition, Office of the Under
Secretary of the Air Force (SAF/USA). Unfortunately, due to the formalities of the budgetary
process, the Air Force has been unable to implement a reprogramming of FY2009 funds and
immediately implement an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program.

As a result of this bureaucratic budgetary conundrum our nation risks losing unique and
irreplaceable expertise and skills. Specifically, delaying the implementation of a life extension
program until FY 2010 will incur an estimated $20 million in additional costs. As we are sure
you would agree, using funds to ‘close a production facility only to reopen that same facility a
few months later is not a responsible use of taxpayer funds.

In addition, the true value of maintaining the 11m1ted production of solid rocket motors, is to
ensure that our nation has a highly skilled work force that can produce technically demanding
land-based ICBM solid rocket motors. Under the current plan, 500 of these workers, who have
irreplaceable specialized skills, will be laid off. Even if the Life Extension Program is initiated
in FY2010 only approximately 120 workers will be rehired. However, due to the continued
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uncertainty surrounding this program many of these workers may not return, resulting in further
additional unwarranted costs. In addition, a long-standing supplier base would be disrupted.

Therefore, we respectfully request your assistance in approving a reprogramming request of
FY2009 PRP closeout funds to instead be used to immediately commence an ICBM Solid
Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. In addition, we ask that you facilitate a meeting between
the Commander, Air Force Materiel Command, General Donald J. Hoffman and us to discuss the
execution of your reprogramming request. Finally, we also request a status report on the study
that the Congress directed to be completed by the Secretary of Defense.

We stand ready to assist with a related reprogramming request, or with any other avenue of relief
that may be available, and look forward to your prompt reply.

Sincerely,
Orrin G. Hatch Robert F. Bennett
United States Senator United States Senator
/

Rob Bishop - = O’
Member of Congress
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
March 24, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Spain during the period April
12-17, 2009. Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Daniel W. Fisk, his personal
staffer who has been designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance. of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier air transportation, as
may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the Air Force could
be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

cerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

OSD 03558-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 25, 2009

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R.
Professional Staff
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by

Creedon,

commercial trangportation to California.

Counsel,

and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner,

Ms.

Creedon will be

traveling during the period April 5-9, 2009; and Mr. Lerner will
be traveling during the period April 6-9, 2009.

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile
defense and defense space programs at Los Angeleg Air Force Base,

Vandenberg Air Force Base, and Edwards Air Force Base.

It is

requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the

action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary

expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized
by 31 U.s.c. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sipncerely,

Carl Levin

Chairman

;
HRDEAN

D 03560-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr.

This letter is to request assistance for Ms.
Daniel A. Lerner,
on the Senate Armed Services Committee,
commercial transportation to Alabama and Colorado.
will be traveling during the period April 15-17,
Lerner will be traveling during the period April 12-17,

Creedon,
Member,

Secretary:

Counsel, and Mr.

Mnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 25,

2009

Madelyn R.

Professional Staff

Ms.

to travel by
Creedon
2009%9; and Mr.

2009.

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile
Shriever

defense and defense space programs at Redstone Arsenal,

Air Force Base, and Peterson Air Force Base.

It is requested

that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the action agent
for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized

by 31 U.S.C.

1108(g) .

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerel

Y

CaTrl Levin

Chairman
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KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
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RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 25, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. William K.
Sutey and Mr. John H. Quirk V, Professional Staff Members on the
Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by commercial
transportation to Florida, Virginia, and Louisiana, during the
period April 14-17, 2009.

The purpose of their trip is to survey Department of
Defense and Department of the Army plans and programs related to
current and future security force asgsistance operations at the
United States Special Operations Command, United States Joint
Forces Command, Joint Readiness Training Center, and lé62d
Brigade. It is requested that the Department of the Army be
assigned the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and
necessary expenses and such transportation as may be required is
authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

03562- 09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA
ROBERT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
JACK REED, AHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .
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MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE
KAY A HAGAN, NOATH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH. ALASKA
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JOSEPH W, BOWAR, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR March 25, 2009

Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with my responsibilities as Chairman of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, [ plan to travel to Poland, Czech Republic, Russia, and Belgium during
the period April 12-18, 2009. Senator Susan M. Collins, who is also 2 Member of the
Senate Committee on Armed Services, will travel with me. I will be accompanied by two
Senate Committee on Armed Services Staff Members, Richard D. DeBobes, Staff
Director and Richard W, Fieldhouse, Professional Staff Member. Senator Collins will be

accompanied by Robert Epplin, her personal staffer who has been designated to the
Committee on Armed Services.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier, as may be required. It
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the
action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1103(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sipcerely,

arl Lewin
Chairman
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

" Dear Seéretary Gates:

Enclosed please find the “Terms of Reference of the Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence Study of the Central Intelligence Agency’s Detention and Interrogation
Program,” which the Committee adopted on March 5, 2009, by a strong bipartisan vote.
In the coutse of the review, we may be submitting requests for documents to departments.
and agencies in addition to the CIA, including the Department of Defense. Accordingly,
we wanted to make sure that you are aware of the scope of our review.

A thorough review of the detention and interrogation program is essential for
shaping future detention and interrogation policies. We are aware of the related
responsibilities of two of the Special Task Forces that you are now cither helping to lead
as Co-Chair or Co-Vice Chair : the Special Task Force on Interrogation and Transfer
Policies (Executive Order 13491) and the Special Task Force on Detainee Disposition
(Executive Order 13493). Our review, and these reviews, share common interests. We
look forward to working together with you and others in the Administration on the
policies that will guide the CIA’s detention and interrogation cfforts in the future.

We have marked the Terms of Reference as “Committee Sensitive.” Other than as
released by the Commiittee, it is our intention that the Terms of Reference should not be
made available to the public and should be used for official government use only.

iy Ay

Dianne Feinstein ~ Christopher S. Bond
Chairman Vice Chairman

Enc.: Terms of Reference, Senate Select Commiittee on Intelligence Study of the
Central Intelligence Agency’s Detention and Interrogation Program
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JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Anited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 26, 2009

On March 24, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of Senator Mel
Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April 12-17, 2009.

This letter is to advise that Senator Martinez’s schedule requires him to depart
from Orlando, Florida via Miami to Madrid. Similarly, for scheduling reasons, on his
return from Madrid, Senator Martinez needs to return to Orlando, Florida. In addition, it
is necessary for Mr. Fisk to travel roundtrip from Washington to Madrid via Miami,
Florida in order to be able to accompany Senator Martinez on the international portions of

this trip.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.

Siycerely

Le¥in
Chairman
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BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA ; 4 P s t[
E. BENJAM(IN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA %nltm %wtm 50‘8 |
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CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES .
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLUING, MAINE TON. DC 205106050

KAY R.HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA “_6

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHING ’

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINGIS

RICHARD D. O£BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 26,2009

_ Honorable Robert M. Gates
* Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon -
' 'Washington,'DC 2030‘1- 1000

s Dear M. Secretary
Enclosed herewﬂ.h are copies of S. 711, fo requrre mental health. screenings for
members of the Armed Forces who are deployed in connection with a contmgency

“operation, and for other purposes. I am forwardmg this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,

" please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
", to this legxslatlon :

Singcerely, 4

Enclosures
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN CHAIRMAN
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RICHARD O. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEFY W, BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 27, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 731, to amend title 10, United States Code, to
provide for continuity of TRICARE Standard coverage for certain members of the Retired
Reserve. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,

please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Sixcerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

Enclosures
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* CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA
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CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
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KAY R, HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA —

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHINGT '

ROLANO W, BURRIS, ILLINCIS

RICHARD D. D:BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 31, 2009

Honorable Robert M., Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On March 24 and March 26, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of
Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April 12-17, 2009.

This letter is to advise that Daniel Fisk will no longer accompany Senator
Martinez. Instead, Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his Chief of
Staff and his personal staff member who has been designated to the Committee.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.
gjy’
chi

Chairman
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The Honorable Robert Gutes

Secretary

United States Department of Defense

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secratary Gates:

It would be appreciated if you would request the temporary sssignment of an employee of the
Departmeat of Definise to serve as & lagislativa detailos 1o the Senato Committeaon
during the 111™ Congress, 13t Sassion, effective April 20, 2009, and ending
on September 30, 2009, with an option to extend if neodad by the Commities, The detailee
will provide sasistance to the Majerity staff of the Suboommities on Defenss during the
FY 2010 approprintions prooess, sud It is my understanding that such an assignment would
be on a non-reimbursable basis, with the Department of Deftnss continuing to cover the
detailee’s salary, benefits, and related expenses, including travel, for the durstion of the
sasigrment with the Committes,

Additionally, )t would be benaficial t have the employee's security cloarancs cectifisd by the
agency of the Office of Senate Security as soon as possibls following the assignment,

Thank you for your consideration of this raquest,
Sincerely,

DKibbz

OS1) 03633-09
AR




Congress of the Enited States
Washington, DL 20515

March 9, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates 4 Admiral Michael Mullen
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon 9999 Joint Staff Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-10000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

'Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen;

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since
it began last fall. As part of our effort to inform senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to
provide you with this copy of “Why Minot,” a comprehensive description of how Minot, Nerth
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria.
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley.

“Why Minot” showcases the full array of benefits that the base and the city have to offer. We
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct
oversight to every aspect of the operational nuclear mission. Minot possesses the complete range
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise ~ a nuclear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a
nuclear weapons storage area. A major lesson of the past two years is that the Air Force must
increase command supervision at the operational level. Standing up a new major command
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity.

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force.
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues
like the environmental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our
delegation’s commitment to assisting the Air Force in its missien to restore confidence in nuclear
surety and regain its reputation as the world’s best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled.

After reviewing “Why Minot,” we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best
location for Global Strike Command! Thank you as always for your service.

Sincerely,
.lu u HE
ENT CONRAD YRON DORGA EARL POMEROY z((j
atives

U.S. Senate U.S. Senate U.S. House of Repres

OSD 03681-09
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*HARRY REID

Bnited States Semate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7012

March 31, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gaics
Secretary, Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

It has come to my attention that a company — SolarReserve — has identified a site noar
Tonopab, Nevada for a state of the art solar power plant that could produce enough power to
serve 100,000 homes, This facility requires a tower similar to a large smoke stack about 600 feet
tall. The primary impediment to moving forward on this facility is an imminent objection from

the Defense Department.

Of apparent concern to DOD is that the site for the proposed solar power plant is located
25 miles northwest of the Nellis Air Force Range, beyond the town of Tonopah and over the San
Antonio Mountrins. It is my understanding that the Air Force's concern is related to potential

interference with radar and the height of the tower.

SolarReserve began discussions with the Air Force in early 2008. After mecting with the
Nellis AFB radar experts, the company has alreedy agreed once 1o move the solar project from a
proposed sits 5 miles away from the base to the current site in order to greatly diminish any
impact the project might have on military activities. Now, howevet, the Air Force has extended
its objections ta the new site.

I appreciate the need for exercising ceution in making decisions that conld affeet military
training and testing activities. The Department must ensure that projects do not interfere with its

-critical activities. At the same time, I am very concerned by the Department's inattention o

developing mitigation strategies that provide for the safe development of renewahle energy
facilities and the complete lack of a standardized, centralized process for reviewing impacts of
proposed renewable energy projects near military bases. That is one of the reasons why I spoke
with you sbout this subject in November 2007 and met with former Air Force Secretary Michacl
Wynne over a year ago, 1have also enclosed a letter I sent to Secretary Wynne carly last year

before he retired, explaining some of my suggestions.

ﬂeMmmRmveryandRmnvem-tAct(ARRA)recendyngnedmlawhytbc
President provides companies with incentives for breaking ground on solar power facilities
within the next two years. It is important that promising renewable energy projects receive close
and expedited attention from Federal agencies that play a role in the permitting of such facilitics -
$o that they are able to utilize these incentives to create thousands of jobs and clean power in the
near future. Further, I would note that ARRA provides ample fimds, should any be needed, for

quickly developing ar deploying any necessary mitigation strategies.
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Apr. 1. 2009 10:48AM  SENATOR HARRY REID No. 4524 P 3/3

I urge you to expeditiously review the proposed solar plant pear Tonopah, and to begin

| working to establish a standardized procedure for reviewing renewable encrgy projects near
military operations. If I can be of any help in this process, please do not hesitate to contact me or
have your staff contact Bob Herbert (202-228-4578) or Alex McDonough (202-224-1052) of my

staff.

—
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Mnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025
hitp:/fappropriations.senste.gov

April 3, 2009

CHAHRLES 2. HOUY, STAFF OIRECTDR
BRUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on termination
of the former ARH-70A program in October of last year. Given the age of the Vietnam-era
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Army efforts to replace the
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH-70A program, resulted in
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after
significant taxpayer investment.

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt yet another new
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the
Department to consider modifying an existing modem platform to provide capabilities which
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in
production.

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait until fiscal year 2012. A risk
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at & new
development program.

Ilook forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes,

Cordially, ,

/ MM—-
HAD COCHRAN

Vice Chairman

Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense

OSD 03741-09
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April 3,2009
CHAHLES J. HQUY, STAFF DIRECTOR
BRUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on termination
of the former ARH-70A program in October of last year. Given the age of the Vietnam-era
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Army efforts to replace the
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH-70A program, resulted in
program terminations due to requirements growth cost overruns and schedule delays after
significant taxpayer investment.

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt yet another new
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the
Department to consider modifying an existing modem platform to provide capabilities which
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in
production.

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait until fiscal year 2012. A risk
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new
development program.

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes,

Cordially,
/ M’“—-—-
HAD COCHRAN

Vice Chairman
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Wnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250

March 27, 2009

As Chairman of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, I
am writing to request that the Department of Defense sponsor a visit by Committee Staff
to U.S. Northern Command Headquarters in April 2009. The purpose of the visit would
be to examine NORTHCOM’s capabilities for CBRNE consequence management and
support to civil authorities, its role in and preparations for border security operations, and
preparedness for pandemic influenza, as part of my Committee’s homeland security

oversight responsibilities.

I would very much appreciate if U.S. Northern Command could accommodate sucha
visit on April 6-8, 2009. Itis requested that the Department of the Navy be assigned the
action agent for the trip. Committee staff members planning to attend are as follows:

Eric Andersen, Majority Professional Staff Member

Aaron Firoved, Majority Professional Staff Member

Blas Nufiez-Neto, Majority Professional Staff Member

Thomas Richards, Majority Professional Staff Member, OGM Subcommittee

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses, and such
transportation as may be required, is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

Thank you in advance for your assistance in coordinating this visit. Please contact Eric
Andersen at (202) 224-2627 to coordinate the details of the trip.

Smcerely,

m

ph 1. Liecberman
Chairman
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

1 am deeply disappointed in the way the Air Force bas handled the recommendation
process for the location of Global Strike Command.

It has come to my attention that a scoring process was employed to evaluate the
prospective sites. This process was thoughtfully created and carefully executed during the
evaluation. It resulted in Offutt Air Force Base (AFB) being awarded a score of 89 out of 100
poins. The nearest competitor received only 81 points. Based on the outcome of this analysis,
Offutt AFB is the proper location for Global Strike Command.

I therefore call on you to reject the Air Force's site recommendation, which ignored the
Air Force's own evaluation process, and to select the highest scoring site — Offutt AFB —as the
new location of Global Strike Command.

T understand that the next step in this process is to conduct environmental assessments on
all three of the top scoring sites. You therefore have every opportunity to correct the Air Force's
poor judgment in its recommendation without causing any delay in the process.

1 look forward to your prompt response, and request a direct conversation or meeting
with you at your earliest convenicnce. I am deeply dnsappomwd in the Air Force's handling of
this matter.

Sincerely,

L lonne

Mike Johanns
United States Senator

cc:  Michael Donley, Secretary of the Air Force
Ben Nelson, United States Senator
Les Terry, United States Congressman
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Vnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 2, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn, IIT
Deputy Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Lynn:

The tragedy of September 11, 2001, is something Americans will never
forget. Neither should we ever forget the first heroes who fought and died for us in
our global struggle against Islamic extremism. The first American to die in this
struggle was John Michael Spann, a CIA operative who was killed while collecting
battlefield intelligence near Mazar-i-Sharif at the infamous Qala Jangi fortress.

The information surrounding the event at Qala Jangi has been well-documented in
the Western media, including a two-and-one-half hour videotape, shot by a
Northern Alliance intelligence official, which recorded events in the Qala Jangi
fortress up to the moment when the uprising began, as well as a subsequent video
of the event filmed by an on-scene foreign news crew that has aired on the
Discovery Channel and the History Channel. In these videos, Spann is shown
interviewing the first-known American Taliban/al Qaeda terrorist, John Walker
Lindh, just moments before Spann’s murder. Then-Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) Director George Tenet considered Spann’s death monumental enough to
publicly disclose his name and CIA affiliation at the time, an unprecedented act for
the CIA.

At that time of Spann’s death, an American Navy Sea, Air, Land (SEAL)
team member embedded in a British Special Boat Squadron team responded to the
scene and attempted to rescue Spann. By the time he reached him, however, Spann
had passed away. This heroic act by one American risking his life to save another
at the earliest stages of our ongoing national struggle deserves broader
dissemination among the American people. Recently, a Hollywood film producer,
Mr. Brandon Hogan, made known his intention to factually depict the events that
took place at the time of Spann’s death. Mr. Hogan has been seeking factual
information about this incident for the past five years. To date, he has conducted

D 03763-09
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The Honorable William J. Lynn, III
April 2, 2009
Page Two

multiple interviews with current and former U.S. officials to make certain that the
stories of this event are not only accurate, but that the stories of the men who
sacrificed their lives are not forgotten.

We see no damage to national security in further disclosing more details
concerning the events of November 25, 2001, and we ask that you extend Mr.
Hogan the opportunity to review documents and video footage of the Qala Jangi
event. In addition, we request that information surrounding the events of
“Operation Redwing” be made available to Mr. Hogan under the same conditions
and circumstances the Department crafted for another Hollywood producer. As
you will recall, Operation Redwing was an operation that took place in
Afghanistan during June 2005 that ultimately led to the largest loss of life in Navy
SEAL history. |

We believe it is time to tell the stories of these heroic men involved with
these incidents. Your accommodation to Mr. Hogan would assist in honoring the
men who have lost their lives in Afghanistan while defending this nation. If you
have any questions about our request, please contact Louis Tucker, the Minority
Staff Director of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Mr. Tucker can be
reached at (202)224-1700.

Sincerely,
Chrigtopher ﬁ ong Richard C. Shelby

United States Senator United States Senator

cc:  The Honorable Leon Panetta, Director, Central Intelligence Agency
The Honorable Dennis C. Blair, Director of National Intelligence
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense
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Bnited States Senate
Agpril 3, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

On April 2, 2009, the U.S. Air Force announced that it had chosen Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana as the
location of the new Global Strike Command to oversee the Air Force’s nuclear operations.. In press reports
announcing this decision, T was greatly concerned to ses allegations by a member of the Nebraska Congressional
delegation that military commanders have asserted that politics play a role in the decision of the Jocation of

major new commands.

Yet the Omaha World-Herald reported on April 3, 2009, that “Rep. Lee Terry said that while military
. spmmanders rmaintain.publicly that politics are nat involved in such decisions, they conceds-in private.that « » i « .. =rs: + -
politics do play a role. Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senate level.” This is a very serious’
allegation which I believe merits serious consideration and a response by the U.S. Department of Defense
(DoD). 1am greatly concerned by any accusation that DoD) chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the location of
the Global Strike Command based on political considerations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an
objective evaluation of the qualifications of the bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed, seriously undermine
the credibility and integrity of our armed services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure.

I ask you to immediately investigate and report on the allegations by Congressman Terry as reported in the
Omaha World-Herald that military commanders are basing their decisions on politics, in part in or in whole,
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation. :

Since Congressman Terry provided no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under: consideration in
the criteria used, and rated the highest or tied for the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to
explain why Offutt was not selected and to argue that politics was not the basis for this decision.

The longer such an allegation goes unaddreSSEd, the greater the appearance of plausibility becomes. Therefore,
1 am requesting an immediate and thorough investigation of this matter and look forward to your response.

EBN:ceg

cc:  The Honorable Barack Obama

440 NORTH 811 STReRT FiELD REPRESENTATIVE
Sure 120 PosT OrAcE Box 2105
LNCOLN, NE Ga50e Keanney, NE 68848
{402) 421-4500 {308) 263-5818

Fax; (402] 476-8753

-

Sincerely,
E. Benj Mg bn
United States Senator
OSD 03788-09 ‘
[T A
FiELD REPRESENTATIVE FELD REPRESENTATIVE 7602 PACIFIC STREET
PosT OFFICE Box 1472 PosT ancéa Boggsr om mﬁ 206581 ”
ScoTTSBLUFF, NE 69363 SoutH Sioux Crry, NE 68776
)63 {402) 209-3585 (402) 3913411

\H08) 631-7614 Faxe: (402) 391-4726
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April 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: .

A recent report by Human Rights Watch (HRW) describes the use of U.S.-manufactured
white phosphorus (WP) artillery shells during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza (December
27,2008 — January 18, 2009). According to HRW’s field investigation, all of the WP
shells that HRW found in Gaza are from the same lot, manufactured in the United States
and marked: THS89D112-003 155MM M825E]. It is my understanding that THS89 is
the manufacturer identification code denoting that the shells were produced in April,
1989 by Thiokol Aerospace, which operated the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant at
the time; 112-003 are the interfix and sequence numbers, which denote that several lots
of the same ammunition were being produced simultaneously; 155MM stands for the
caliber of the artillery shell. M825E] is the U.S. military designation for an older |
remanufactured M825 white phosphorous shell that has been brought up to the current
M825A1 standard.

Additionally, Reuters news agency photographed Israeli Defense Force (IDF) M109
artillery units near the Gaza strip handling M825A1 projectiles on January 4, 2009 with
the lot number PB-91J011-0024, indicating these were produced in the United States at
the Pine Bluff Arsenal in September 1991.

There are also reports that WP was air-burst over densely populated urban areas during
the military campaign. In order to better understand how American manufactured WP
got to the IDF’s arsenal and also how U.S. tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs)
may differ from IDF TTPs, we would appreciate your answers to the following questions:

- Under what mechanism was the white phosphorus from the two lots noted above
transferred/sold to Israei? v

- Are there any transfer or use restrictions placed upon Israel by the United States?

- Does the U.S. still provide Israel with WP munitions? If so what type? When
was the most recent transfer/sale of WP to Israel?

- How much WP has the U.S. sent to Israel in the last 10 years?

- Who produces and where is WP currently preduced in the United States?

- Where does the U.S. Army get WP munitions from?

VERMONTY OFFICES: COLIRT HOUSE PLAZA, 189 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON B02/863-2525 -
FEDERAL BUILDING, ROOM 338, MONTPELIER 802/226-0669 09
OR DIAL TORL FREE 1-800/642-31: OSD 038 00
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- What are the U.S. Army’s TTPs for employment of 155MM WP?

o

o

0

Does the U.S. Army air burst WP? For what reason? What are the
restrictions?

Does the U.S. Army allow WP to be fired over urban areas? What if any
restrictions are placed on such actions?

Why does the U.S. Army employ WP, beyond the creation of
smokescreens?

In what manner does the U.S. Army employ WP?

At what level is the employment of WP authorized?

Does the U.S. Army still use WP as a weapon as it did in the Second
Battle of Fallujah in 2004? If so, what restrictions are placed on the use of
WP as a weapon?

- What alternatives to WP does the US Army have available to it? Under what
conditions would it employ an alternative to WP?

~ Thank you for your assistance.
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April 1, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Jack Reed plans to travel to Kuwait, United Arab Emirates,
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq during the period April 13-20, 2009. Senator Reed will
be accompanied by Ms. Elizabeth King, his personal staffer who has been designated to
the Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Army could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sifiderely,

Carl Levi
Chairman

OSD 03837-
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

URL Lacuih—

YAnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

April 1, 2009

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. Adam J. Barker,
Research Assistant, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to
travel by commercial transportation to California and Illinois,
during the period April 5-10, 2009.

The purpose of his trip is to visit facilities at Camp
Pendleton, Naval Special Warfare Command, MCAS Miramar, and Third
Fleet HQ in California; and Navy Recruit Training Command (Battle
Station 21) in Illinois to receive briefings on issues pertinent
to current operations and needs for the upcoming fiscal year, as
well as meetings with officers and enlisted personnel on igsues
of concern. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be
assigned the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized

by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Ca Levin
Chairman

OSD 03838-09
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Anited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 26, 2009

President Barack Obama
. The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to urge you to retain adequate funding for the Next Generation Bomber in
the Fiscal Year 2010 defense budget. A recent media report suggests that termination of the
Next Generation Bomber is being proposed by your administration as the Pentagon finalizes its
"~ FY2010 budget request.  We believe termination of the Next Generation Bomber weuld do
tremendous damage to our nation’s future ability to project power abroad, and runs counter to
what senior defense officials in your Administration have stated about the need for a Next
Generation Bomber.

As you know, the 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review directed the Air Force to “develop a
new land-based, penetrating long range strike capability to be fielded by 2018.” The need for
this new long range strike capability is urgent because, while our current wars are being fought
in undefended airspace, the conflicts of the near-term future will likely feature heavily defended
airspace, due in large part to the proliferation of relatively inexpensive, but extremely .
sophisticated and deadly air defense systems. As General Michael Maples, Director of the
Defense Intelligence Agency, noted during a March 10, 2009 Senate Armed Services Committee
hearing on worldwide threats, “Russia, quite frankly, is the developer of most of those [advanced
air defense] systems and is exporting those systems both to China and to other countries in the
world,”

Nearly half of our bomber inventory pre-dates the Cuban Missile Crisis. The B-52isa
robust aircraft, but it is no longer survivable in defended airspace. While the:B-1 can be
upgraded, it still lacks the vital stealth technology that affords a greater level of protection in
defended airspace. With only sixteen combat ready B-2 bombers currently available with vital
stealthi technology to hold targets deep in heavily defended airspace at risk, a decision to
terminate the Next Generation Bomber would severely diminish our ability to project power on a
global scale in the future. Should you decide to terminate this important program, the
consequences to our national security would be grave.

Aside from our view about the urgent need for development of the Next Generation
Bomber, senior officials you have selected to lead the Department of Defense have stated the
need for a Next Generation Bomber. Secretary of Defénse Robert Gates discussed the need for a
new bomber as recently as January of this year, in an article for Foreign Affairs entitled “A
Balanced Strategy,” writing that the United States’ ability to strike from over the horizon will be
at a premium in future conflicts and “will require shifts from short-range to longer-range
systems, such as the next-generation bomber.” Michele Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense

OSD 03867-09
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for Policy, stated at her nomination hearing on January 15, 2009 that “I think the need for long-
range precision strikes that can penetrate the most sophisticated enemy air defenses is absolutely
critical.”

With an aging bomber fleet that is highly vuinerable to inexpensive yet sophisticated air
defense systems rapidly being acquired by potential adversaries of the United States, continued
development of the Next Generation Bomber is vital to our nation’s future security. As senior
defense officials within your Administration have stated, the need for a Next Generation Bomber
is absolutely critical. Therefore, we respectfully urge you to continue development of the-Next
Generation Bomber.

Thank you for your attention to this 'important matter.

Sincerely,

\ \Vvvs. - lwxm
fJOHN THUNE E; OHNSO
United States Senator - United State#Senator

DAVID VITTER 'MA'RYI;
United States Senator United Statds Senazor
OHN CO

United States Senator Umted States Senator

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Managemenf and Budget
Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary of Defense
Honorable Michele Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense, Policy
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Aprit 3, 2009

The Honorable Michele Flourmoy
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy
Washington, DC 20001

Dear Secretary Flournoy,

What { have heard about the President’s initial approach to formalating and executing a
comprehensive strategy for Afghanistan and Pakistan is encouraging. This week 1 spoke at the
National Press Club and the United States Institute of Peace, offering my opinions on the
regional situation and discussing my thoughts on the President’s strategy, [am attaching a copy
of my USIP speech for your consideration.

While 1 stil} have some reservations about specific details of the strategy that [ have not
yet seen, [ am cautiously optimistic that a well-resourced COIN Strategy, fully synchronized
with development and governance assistance, will prevail. I believe that we can defeat al Qa’ida
and the Taliban, and establish a stable Afghanistan, [ also believe that there is still time 10 turn
Pakistan back from the brink of radicalization and internal destruction.

As the Vice Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence and as an active
member of the Defense Subcommittee and the Foreign Operations Subcomrmittee of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, | expect to play a central role in the Senate in working with you and
other policy makers to address and resource appropriately our nation’s strategy to suceeed in this

region.

1 am dedicated 1o working with you, other administration officials, and with my
colleagues in the Congress to ensure that we win this war. When we do, our nation will emerge
safer, stronger, and better protected from the forces of terrorism. We have no other option than
io face rhis chailenge head on

1100k forward to continued dialogue on this matter.

Sincerely,

Chiristopher 8. Bond
United States Senator

Enclosure



@ungress of the United States
Washington, EQL 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

March 30, 2009
Dear Secretary Gates:

We are concerned that veterans who served in Iraq and Afghanistan may be ill, and some may
have actually died, as a result of exposure to dangerous toxins produced by burn pits used to
destroy waste. The Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to
burn pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea, chronic coughs, and
allergy-like symptoms. Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma, and leukemia. We
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA’s requests
for information needed to study the impact of these potential environmental exposures.

Our experience with treating illnesses caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War Illness taught us
that we must be vigilant in monitoring and treating our veterans long after they have returned
from the battlefield. Although the Department of Defense currently maintains that the.re are no
health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss
concerns raised about burn pits after only a few years.

As you know, a joint study of the burn pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present,
including carcinogens such as dioxin, but that they did not exceed military exposure guidelines
for those exposed to the fumes for one year. The Defense Health Board reviewed the study last
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several
weaknesses in the study, including the lack of a comprehensive analysis of the interaction of
various toxins and the failure to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It identified
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and
analysis of respiratory illnesses.

Independent scientists:who liave reviewed the joint study of the Balad Air Base have informed us
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become ill as a result of exposure to fumes
emanating from such burn pits. They also noted that the underlying data supporting the study
was not included and that it will be difficult to ascertain the potential health care implications of
exposure to the fumes without this data.

For this reason, we request that you make this underlying data available to our .staﬂ' and to the
Government Accountability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required.

Meanwhile, the real indicators of the dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of
those exposed rather than less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus.

OSD 038
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" Responding 1o a recent Congressional request along these lines, Veterans Affairs Secretary

Shinseki gave assurance that he is taking seriously our concerns about the dangers of burn pits.
In the enclosed message, Secretary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate
to the Department of Defense:

1. VA scientists have begun health studies on veterans of the current conflicts in Iraq and
Afghanistan, including requesting assistance from the Department of Defense (DoD) for
troop exposure and location data.

2. VA is working with DoD to obtain all relevant exposure data with the goal of
establishing potential correlations with health problems among affected veterans. To this
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD that grants access to this data
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered from DoD's Post
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoke
from burn pits, subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions.

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops and veterans are at stake, we are
requesting your expressed commitment that the Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this
matter so that these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible. We also
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the

" VA’s studies.

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter.

Il Gt A -5

Senator Russ Feingold Representati Bishop
Senator Evan Bayh Representative Steve Cohen
Senator Ron W¥den Repffsentativé John lyll

Represéntative Maurice @éy

Representative Carol Shea-Porter
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March 20, 2009

The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I write today about a pending regulation regarding the use of specialty metals melted in the
United States for defense items. As I understand, this and many other regulations have been put
on hold pending a review by your Administration.

I'believe that it is important to maintain a strong defense industrial base, and that a domestic
supply of strategic materials is vital to our national security. As such, I have supported
Congressional efforts to ensure that the Department of Defense (DOD) purchases domestic
specialty metals. However, I am aware that there are outstanding questions regarding how the
DOD should mterpret the Spemalty Meta]s Amendment (10U.S.C, 2533b) o

I have written leters to senior DOD officials in recent months rcga;rdmg the mterpretatxon of
recent statutory changes to the provision, which were enacted in'the FY 2008 National Defense
Authorization Act. Tam not alone in my questions on this issue. The House Armed Services
Committee also included language in its Report on the FY 2009 National Defense Authorization
Act expressing its concern regarding DOD’s preliminary interpretation of the statutory changes
with respect to two points: (1) the definition of “commercial-off-the-shelf-items (COTS) for
purposes of the Specialty Metals Amendrnent; and (2) the definition of the term “produced,” and
whether the proposed definition would change the melting requirement of the law.

The DOD issued a proposed rule in July 2008 that was not in concurrence with what was in the
report for the FY 2008 National Defense Authorization Act. The proposed rule allowed
components to be COTS items if the component is modified for military applications. However,
as | understand, current law requires that a COTS item to be “offered to the Government, without
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the commerc1a1 marketplace.”

I am also concerned the proposed rule may create a precedent by permrttmg the use of 1mported
specialty metals — such as armor plate — which are subjected to minimal processing operations
following importation. While I remain adamantly in favor of any actions necessary to provide
force protectron equipment to our military, I ask that your staff consider whether the waivers and
exceptions in the existing statutory framework _may make this expénsion of the definition

unnecessary OS t 03889-09
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Further, as I understand, the DOD’s proposed rule was never issued as a final regulation.
However, the General Services Administration (GSA) recently incorporated it into a final rule
(48 CFR Parts 2, 3, 12, 23, 25, and 52) in an effort by GSA to be consistent with the definition
that was provided in draft form by the DOD. In order to fix this problem, I ask that these GSA
provisions be part of your regulatory review and subject to revision accordingly.

The proposed DOD rule implementing changes in the Specialty Metals Amendment, and the
regulatory changes adopted by the GSA, warrant full consideration. Iam concerned how they
will impact the ability of domestic specialty metals manufacturers to produce and supply these
materials, and how they may create a dependency on offshore sources for these critical materials.

Our military cannot permit supply disruptions in a time of war. 1 believe that the Specialty
Metals Amendment provides the incentive our metals suppliers need to invest in the
technologically advanced materials that remain vital to our defense industrial base. We ask that
your Administration consider these matters in the course of its regulatory review.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or your staff have any questions or concerns. Thank

you for your continued service and leadership.

Sincerely,

¢

Evan Bayh
United States Senator

cc:  Director Peter Orszag
Secretary Robert Gates



EOWARD M. KENNEDY
MASSACHUSETTS

Anited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101

February 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

_I'm writing to request your support for funding of the Ceater for Integration of Medicine and
Innovative Technology (CIMIT) in the President’s Fiscal Year 2010 Department of Defense budget in the
amount of $25 million.

CIMIT, a research consortium in Massachusetts consisting of 12 member institutions, was founded
10 years ago by a medical innovator and Vietnam veteran to improve combat casualty and soldier/civilian
care by bringing together clinicians and engineers to encourage more rapid and effective development of
innovative medical technology, procedures and processes. The consortium consists of Massachusetts
General Hospital, Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Partners HealthCare, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, the Charles Stark Draper Laboratory, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Medical
Center, Boston University, Children’s Hospital Boston, Newton-Wellesley Hospital, and the VA Boston
Healthcare System. The Center itself is located at Harvard Medical School.

CIMIT investigators have developed innovative technologies and new treatments in a timely fashion
in major areas of need: Trauma and Casualty Care, Infection Control and Sepsis, Spinal Cord Injury,
Enhancing Performance, and Skin and Miscle Inniervation. They have established new programs on
Traumatic Brain Injury, and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and these programs are led by nationally
recognized research clinicians who address these serious and growing chalienges.

The consortium has already established links with the Department to translate its innovational
research tn prototype/testing and commercialization, and the Department has expressed interest in using the
CIMIT model to facilitate transiational research supported or conducted by its own personnel.

CIMIT has the potential to be a major assistant to the Department in protecting and treating our
soldiers, and I hope very much that you will support this funding.

* With great respect and my warmest wishes;

it



2069-Apia- 09 07:19 PM Senator Sherrod Brown 2022286702 212

SHERROD BROWN
oHin

Aenlc&;uw;mﬂw- %ﬂﬁtﬂﬂ %mtw gmﬂm

BANKING, HOUSING,

AND URBAN AFFAIRS WASHINGTON, DC 20510
HEALTH, EDUCATION,

R, AND P! ONS .
LABQR, AND PENSI April 8, 2009

VETERANS'’ AFFAIRS

The Honarable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

As the Department of Defense evaluates candidates for positions at the Pentagon, I hope you will
consider Dr. Mark Wayda, of Columbus, Ohio. I have every confidence that Dr. Wayda would
be an invaluable addition to the Administration. Dr. Wayda has an outstanding career with a
diverse background in joint operations, legislative relations, public affairs, and political
communication.

In his current role at the Adjutant General’s Department of the Ohio National Guard, Dr. Wayda
concurrently manages the Department’s Government Relations and Public Affairs programs. In
these roles, he has built lasting relationships with political advisors, policymakers, and Defense
Department leaders, on the local, state, and federal levels, as well as managed all internal and
external communications for the Chio National Guard. Dr. Wayda has been instrumental in
leading one of our nation’s largest National Guard forces, and has received the Ohio
Distinguished Service Medal, the highest award a civilian may receive.

During Dr. Wayda’'s time as the Chief of Executive Staff at the State Medical Board of Ohio, he
successfully served as a liaison between the Medical Board and outside organizations, cversaw
its budget, and supervised multiple departments.

[ am confident that Dr. Wayda has the knowledge and experience necessary to succeed at the
Department of Defense. He would serve our nation well at the national level as a valuable and
trusted professional. Thank you for considering Dr. Wayda.

Thank you for your consideration.
Si VA

Sherrod Brown
United States Senator
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

As Chairman and Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Personnel, we are concerned about
suicides by military members.

On March 18, 2009 the Subcommittee held a hearing to examine the recent increase in military
suicides and efforts by the services to prevent suicide. On March 25, 2009, the Subcommittee
held a hearing on reserve component issues which also included a discussion of suicides of
members of the National Guard and Reserve.

We are concerned that the Reserve Components are not consistently reporting suicides by all
service members, particularly those who are not in an active duty status. We believe that to
accurately understand both the extent of military suicides and the entire population at risk, the
Department must require reporting of all suicides within the total force. This data also showrtld be
provided to researchers who are assisting the Department in the design of effective prevention
strategies.

We request that you review the procedures of each of the reserve components for coll‘et.:ting and
reporting suicide data, and institute uniform policies and procedures to ensure that suicides by
members of the reserve components are reported as part of the total force of the Department of
Defense.

We request that you report to the Subcommittee within 90 days on the results of your review and
actions taken to address these concerns.

Sincerely,

indsey . Graham .
Rankin® Member Chairman
Subcommittee on Personnel Subcommittee on Personnel
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The Honorable Robert Wilkie
Assistant Secretary of Defense
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon -
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Wilkie:

Anited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON AFPROPRIATIONS

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025
http://appropriations.senate.gov

March 31, 2009

I have received the enclosed proposal from officials at Momentive Performance Materials
in Sistersville, West Virginia, regarding the company’s “Green Silanes” Process

Development and Manufacturing project.

I would appreciate your reviewing the enclosed proposal, and providing me with your

comments about it.

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am

RCB:bwb )
Enclosure

Sincerely yours,

Robert?lét?’ <

406-09
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I believe“ is uniquely qualified and would make a strong addition to the
Defense Policy Board.

United S tes Senator

Enclosure
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508 Hagt SENATE OFFice Bliiowg SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
WagHINGTON, OC 20510

12091 526-1200 (70D} cﬂiﬂitﬂd 5&& 5matt DEMOCAATIC POy COMMITTES

faingotd.sandte. gov WASHINGTOR, DC 20510-4904
April 13, 2009
The President
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President,

I am very pleased by the safe rescue of Captain Richard Phillips and the crew of
the Maersk Alabama, and applaud your excellent handling of this crisis. I am also
pleased by your administration’s expressed commitment to boister the
international naval presence and capabilities in the waters off the Horn of Africa to
deter attacks, as well to strengthen the international legal framework to bring these
pirates to justice. I look forward to working with you, Secretary Clinton and
Secretary Gates in this regard.

As you know, piracy off the coast of Somalia is a symptom of the state collapse
and instability on land; thus, any military actions we take will only be stopgap
measures. In recent Congressional testimony, Director of National Intelligence
Blair and Defense Intelligence Agency Director Army Lt. General Michael
Maples cited lawlessness and economic problems on land for the rise in piracy at
sea. The ultimate solution to the problem of piracy, then, is the establishment of a
functional government that can enforce the rule of law. During the rule of the
Council of Islamic Courts in 2006, there was a notable decline in piracy that can
be attributed, in large part, to the rise of a central authority in southern Somalia.
Without replicating the repressive tule of the Courts, we must keep in mind that

. establishing a central governing structure in Somalia is critical to resolving, not
just stopping, the problem of piracy.

In February 2009, I sent you a Jetter, which I have attached, that outlines the
essential need to develop a comprehensive interagency strategy to stabilize
Somalia and support effective governance, With the strategic review now
underway, [ reiterate my belief that expanded U.S. support for the new unity
government must be a central component of that strategy. Furthermore. we must
seize the-opening that lies before us by publicly declaring our commitment to
high-level, sustained engagement that could help Somalia overcome the many
challenges to peace and stability.

O 1600 AsPEn COMMONS T S17EaBY ONSIN AVENUE { G a25 Srare STREET 1640 Maoy STREET
4] am E :ne WISCONSIN AVENU O aol 51=‘SOMT &5 Srart Gm“ B, Wi 54202
umz”m;.xsam Muwaukre, wi 63202 WaAGEAL, W1 54403 = Crosse W1 {5201 4657608
508) B28- 41 27673 16} G455 608) 782-
sm’ I Yoo n7 |715) 848-5660

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER

tmmmmni T



I met with President Sheik Sharif during a trip to the region this past }?ecem!)er,
just before his election, and met last month with the new government § Foreign ‘
Minister here in Washington D.C. In both meetings we discussed the importance
of an inclusive process to unite Somalia and the importance of U.S. support to
achieve that goal.

Just as you have personally become engaged in the problem of piracy off
Somalia’s coast, it is essential that you personally engage in U.S. e.f‘forts to address
its origins on land. As a first step, I urge you to call President Sheik Shanf_‘ s:md
indicate a clear commitment to work with his government not only on maritime
insecurity issues, but also to help establish security and ﬁmcti«_)na], inclusive
governance within the country. This should be coordinated with oth?r levels of
¢ngagement and complemented by ongeing discussions with. our re.gl'onal and
international partners on a comprehensive plan to support this transitional
government and stabilize Somalia.

We have a unique opportunity with the current level of attention to Somalia’s
waters to focus on developing a strategic approach that incorporates the broader
problems facing Somalia. I urge you to seize this oppertunity, and stand ready to
support and work with you on a comprehensive strategy that can help l?rmg
stability to this region, If we do not take this critical step, we will continue to
see Somalia's historic instability manifest itself in piracy and growing extremism,
both of which pose serious security threats in the region and around the globe.

Sincerely,

R Voing
Russeil D. Feingold
United States Senator

CC:  The Honorable Hillary Clinton
Secretary of State

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Honorabte Dennis Blair
Director of National Intelligence
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ENERGY AND NATURAL RESQURCES

Mnited States Senate e
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April 14, 2009

Honozable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 203011000

Dear Mr, Secretary:

Thosc who setve in the National Guard are being asked to do more in the service of our
Nation than they have cver done before aud I applaud your efforts to seamlessly integrate our
Guardsmen into the tatal force, Among those Quardsmen currently serving abroad are the
members of the Alaska National Guard's 207 Aviation Regiment, who wers deployed to
Kosovo in November 2008 for e one year peacekeeping mission.

Service members serving in Kosovo are entitled to participate in the Kosovo R&R leave
program. This program provides up to 15 days of R&R leave at government expense. However, |
have come to learn that the progrem guidelines cap airfare reimbursement at the cost to travel
from Kosovo to Frankfurt, Germany or Baltimore, Maryland. In recent weeks I have heard from
the spouses of members of the 207* Aviation Regiment that this cap is insufficient to cover the
cost of travel from Kosava to the Alaska homes of our deployed Guardsmen. The Guardsmen
have been required to cover the difference in cost out of their own pocksts. Some of the
Guardsmen have served in the Persian Gulf and wonder why their R&R trip to Alaska was fully
peid in that instance but only partielly peid in this one.

I understand thet it is possible for your office to grant a waives on this cap which would
enable the Alaska Guardsmen to travel home for R&R entirely st government expense. I also
understand that the chain of command has initiated the process of granting a wajver. I would
encourage you to grant the waiver when it comes before you.

One or more Alaska Guardsmen may currently be in transit on their R&R trips. 1 would
hope that the waiver, if granted, would enable these Guardsmen to seek reimbursement for the
difference between the capped R&R reimbursement amount when they began their trip and the
maximum amount allowable undear the waiver, if granted.

MUANOWEKI.SENATE 0OV

04160-09
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While it may cost a bit more to return an Alaska Guardsman home for R&R than some of
his comrades in arms, the incremental investment is returned in dedication to service and family
stability. Thank you for all that you and your team do to protect our Nation®s security.

Sincerely,

a Murkowski
Unived States Senator

2/2



JaMes M. INHOFE
OKLAHOMA

Atnited Diates Denate

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510
April 5, 2009

Honorable William Lynn
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1010

Dear Mr. Lynn,

I would like to invite you to join the civic leaders of
Lawton Oklahoma and the members of the Lawton Fort Sill
Chamber of Commerce to the Annual Capntol Hill Breakfast
on Thursday, Apnz 3Q, ?.009

The breakfast will commence at 8:00 am in the Senate
Caucus Room (#325), Russell Senate Office Building. We
will enjoy a delicious meal, as well as enjoy the company of
friends.

Kindly RSVP to Joslyn Wood at 580-354-0021 or e-
mail her at jwood@lawtonfortsillchamber.com. We look

forward to seeing you at the breakfast.

Sincerely,

L]

James M. Inhofe
United States Senator

41 1-09
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CHATLES J 1:0UY, STA% OBEUTOR

EHUCE TVARS, MINORITY 21 ATF DIRECTOR March 2 , 2009

The Honerable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I recently met with Secretary Schlesinger on the findings of the Task Force
you established to examine the management of the Department’s nuclear weapons
and o continue an on-going dialogue I have with him on security issues in the
Asia-Pacific region.

He brought to my attention the fact that the United States participates in
tormal meetings on nuclear posture with NATO member countries through the
Nuclear Pianning Group; however, there is nothing equivalent to the NATO model
in the Pacific region. As you know, the U.S. nuclear presence provides a credible
deterrent to a large nuclear build-up in that part of the world. I am aware the
government of Japan, in particular, is worried that the U.S. will make a unilateral
decision to dewngrade or withdraw its nuclear capabilities from the Pacific.

It is my understanding that the Japanese government would like to establish
a more formal relationship with the United States to discuss nuclear matters and
gain assurance that the U.S. nuclear umbrella remains strong in the region. 1
belicve it may be worthwhile to consider a similar arrangement to NATO’s
Nuclear Planning Group for our allies in the Pacific such as Australia, Japan, and
Korea. I would appreciate your thoughts and insights on this important matter.

Sincerely,

Daniel K. Inouy
Chairman

59-09
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Rnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 21, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon, Room 3E718
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

. 'We are writing to request that you include $25 million in fimding for the Gulf War Illness
Research Program (GWIRP) of the Congressionally Directed Medical Research
Programs (CDMRP) of the US Army Medical Research and Materiel Command in the
Department of Defense s complete budget submission expected in the weeks ahead.

Th:s request foﬁows the November release of the Congressionally-mandated Research
Advisory Committee (RAC) on Gulf War Ilinesses 454-page report, which concludes that
“[t]he extensive body of scientific rescarch now available consistently indicates that Guif

. War iliness is real, that it is the result of neurotaxic exposures during Gulf War
deployment, and that few veterans have recovered or substaatially improved with time.™
At least 175,000 veterans, one in four of those who deployed, are affected. The
Committee called for a “renewed federal rescarch commitment ... to identify effective
treatments ... to achieve the critical objectives of improving the hesalth of Gulf War
veterans and preventing similar problems in future deployments

As you may know, over the last four years, Congress hes provided $23 million for the
CDMRP to fund peer-reviewed and merit-based research into treatments for this complex
mlﬂn-sympmm disorder (including widespread pain, cognitive impairment, and persistent
fatigue, in conjunction with other abnormalities) known as Gulf War [lnesses. This
research is not only important to Gulf War veterans, but to current and future force health
protection; not to mention public health generally. Unfortmately, exposures to toxins,
chemical weapons, and ather hazardous substances are a permanent reality for our service
members. We need to make sure we have the effective defensive measures and
treatments in place for service members that are exposed. Sinceno substantial treatments

' U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, Ressarch Advisory Committes on Gulf War Veterans® Iihesses,
Gudf War lliness and the Haalth of Gulf War Veterans: Setansific Findings and Recommendztions by Binng
@ I;tld(wghmmn. D.C., November 2008), p.17.
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

are currently available for Gulf War veterans 18 years after the end of the war, clearly, .
our work is not yet complete,

After years of the government wasting significant resources on studies focused on trying
1o explain why these veterans of the first Gulf War were nof sick, the research funded and
managed by CDOMRP is focusing on exactly what is most important: treatments. In Fiscal
Year 2006 CDMRP received 80 pre-proposals for research, 31 full research submissions
and awarded 9 reseatch grants. In Fiscal Year 2008 CDMRP received 113 pre-proposals,
43 full submissions, and awarded 12, In Fiscal Year 2009 it is expected that this growing
trend of scientific interest in conducting this research will continue, However, with the
current level of resources allotted to the research, the effort to find treatments is -
expanding in a far too incrementa] fashion, Funding at the $25 million level will provide
the program with approximately $13 million for pilot studies to identify effective
treatments and diagnostic tests, $8 million for clinical trials of treatments identified as
effective in previous pilot studies, and $4 million for a center of excellence to identify
promising candidates for treatments and diagnostic tests,

As the Reseatch Advisory Committes teport indicates, the DoD CDMRP rescarch
program complements the Gulf War illness research program at the Department of
Veterans Affairs. The VA program is focused on understanding biological mechanisms
underlying Gulf War illness, which can ultimately lead to the development of treatments

" to address these mechanisms, However, the CDMRP program is focused on pilot studies
of promising treatments already approved for other conditions, 8o it offers the possibility
of early answers. The CDMRP program is also open to all researchers world-wide on a
peer-reviewed competitive basis, while VA programs limit the universs of eligible
researchers,

The Department of Defanse historically funded.two-thirds of GWI research, reflecting the
need o prevent similar problems in future deployments, but finding for new Gulf War
illnesses research was eliminated from the DoD budget afier the onset of the current
wars. Clearly we can all agree that both DoD and VA have a maral responsibility and
vested interest in providing funding to advance research into treatments.

With our request of $25 million for the CDMRP Gulf War lllness Research Program we
are taking the first step to implement the RAC report’s recommendation that “the
Administration request and Congress apptopriate a minimum of $40 million annually to .
the Department of Defense for the Gulf War Illness Research Program managed by

DOD’s Office of Congressionally Directsd Medical Research Programs.”® With its
independent, merit-based, and peer-rewewed process we are confident that these

? Ibid. p.309.
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resources are and will continue to be used in the best interest of our service members and
veterans,

Finally, we note that President Obarna was a strong supporter of the CDMRP’s Gulf War
Iliness Research Program during his time in the Senate. .

We-laok forward to working with you to ensure that $25 million in finding for
CDMRP’s Gulf War Illness Research Program is contained in the final FY10 DoD
budget submission. :

Sincerely,

’gRN 1 's(rmERS B
United States Senator

e g
. st . ’ :
USSELL D. FEINGOLD JOHN b, ROC. v
United States Senator United States Senator

o

SHERROD BROWN
United States Senator

cc: The Honorable Eric K. Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs
The Honorable, Pster R. Orzag, Director of the Office of Management and Budget



WAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 6, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Obama;

We write to urge you not to allow deep cuts in U.S. missile defense programs that
are critically important to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat
of ballistic missiles.

Secretary of Defense Robert Gates today announced plans to cancel or reduce such
major programs as the Airborne Laser, Multiple Kill Vehicle, and the installation of
additional Ground-Based Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MDA’s budget for
Fiscal Year 2010 by $1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates’ commitment to
such capabilities as THAAD and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen
percent cut in the MDA budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio—
actions that we fear could undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect
the United States against a growing threat.

As you know, the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise.
Lieutenant General Daniel Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency,
recently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committe that “the threat posed by
ballistic missile delivery systems is likely to increase while growing more complex over
the next decade.” General Maples further warned that “adversary nations are increasingly
adopting technical and operational countermeasures to defeat missile defenses.” Ballistic
missile technology has already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both our
allies and our homeland.

The threat posed by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by
Iran and North Korea’s recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite
atop a rocket that could be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend,
North Korea tested the Taepo Dong-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have
the range to strike Hawaii, Alaska, and possibly the West Coast of the United States.

Although these developments highlight the danger we face, they have also revealed
the progress our national missile defense system has made. When recently asked before
the Senate-Armed Services Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo
Dong-2 missile that targeted the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating,
Commander of U.S. Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, Commander of U.S.
Strategic Command, assured that we can do so with high probability. This would not have
been the case just a few years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a

diverse set of missile defense capabilities. 04622 _09
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Cooperation on ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important
alliances. In the Asia-Pacific region, Japan became the first among our allies to
successfully intercept a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. Inresponse to
North Korea’s growing arsenal of missiles, thc Government of Japan decided six years ago
to deploy a joint Aegis and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9
billion of its own funds to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed
strong interest in closer cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become
an area of cooperation in our growing strategic partnership.

In the Middle East, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close
partnership with Israel. As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing threat
due to Iran’s ballistic missile program and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In
response, we have long cooperated with Israel to develop the Arrow family of missile
interceptors and are now working together on the David’s Sling missile defense system to
defeat medium range rockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned.

In Europe, NATO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a
collaborative venture among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in April 2008,
NATO formally declared that “ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to
Allies’ forces, territory, and populations, Missile defensc forms part of a broader response
to counter this threat.” NATO further expressed “deep concern” over the proliferation
activities of both Iran and North Korea, and urged the examination of a “comprehensive
missile defense architecture to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations.”

In sum, cooperation on missile defense is now a eritical component of many of our
closest security partnerships around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile
defense could inadvertently undermine these relationships and foster the impression that
the United States is an unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our
friends around the world less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. .

The fact remains that our adversaries continue to invest large sums in the
development of these weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing
appropriate defenses against them. We therefore urge you to sustain the ability of the
Missile Defense Agency and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense
against the threat of ballistic missiles to the United States, our deployed forces, and our
allies.

We thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,

Jon Kyl
United States Senator nited States Senator
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United States Senator
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Mark Begich
United States Senator

James Inhofe
United States Senator
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o TS T April 28, 2008

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon _
Washington, D,C, 20301-1155

Dear Secretary Gates,

I am profoundly disturbed by yesterday's low-altitude flight of Air Force One and F-16 fighters
over lower Manhattan. From press reports, I understand that Air Force One’s flight mission here,
carried out by the Department of Defense, was to fly that aircrai—a Boeing 747, equipped with state-
of-the-art command, control and communications equipment—at about 1,500 feet above lower
Manhatian to provide a “photo opportunity” for the jet.

Against the backdrop of September 11, the disruption and foreseeable injury to persons and
property arising from any ensuing panic and confusion caused (or that could have been caused) by the
supposed mission is absolutely unacceptable. In that context, the recent apology of White House
Military Office (WHMO) Dircctor and his assumption of responsibility rings hollow. The supposed
mission represents a fundamentally unsound exercise in military judgment and may have constituted an
inappropriate use of Department of Defense resources.

In furtherance of the Commitiee’s oversight of Department of Defense resources and operations,
I respectfully ask that you provide the following information:

1) A description of exactly what the mission of the flyover was and who ultimately
approved that mission. '

2) An estimate of the total cost associated with planning and execuling that mission.

Please provide this information by Monday, May 4, 2009. If you have any questions, please
contact Joe Bowab, at (202) 224-4928.

SD 04682-09
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KENT CONRAD 1-800-228-44G7

NORTH DAKOTA 530 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3403

‘ 1202) 224-2043
~website: http://conrad.senate.gov

commerrzs United States Senate L

BUDGET, CHAIRMAN 857 20D Avenuz NORTH, ROOM 306
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY April 16, 2009 PN 202,030
FINANCE
. INDIAN AFFAIRS fr-prabishiiiiaih gy
{?01) 775-9801
100 18T STneeT, S.W.{ Raom 106
MIOT, ND 68701-3848
Dr. Robert M. Gates {761} 862-0703
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

I wanted to commend you for your strong support for aggressively exparﬁing the
development and use of unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) so that our military can reap the
benefits of their unique capabilities.

As you continue to push this issue, integrating UAS training and other operations into the
national airspace system is a key challenge that will need to be resolved. The need for
UAS-capable airspace is only going to increase as our nation draws down forces in Iraq,
because redeploying UAS units will have to conduct training here at home in the national
airspace system. North Dakota, with some of the most unconstrained airspace in the
nation, offers an ideal location to test the concepts and rules that will be needed to make
this integration successful, and I am pleased that your Department and the Air Force have
been working to take advantage of this potential resource.

Interagency cooperation and action are keys to developing and implementing a solution
which is agreeable to all concemed parties ~- FAA, DOD, DHS, civilian airspace users, and
others. Mr. Hank Krakowski, FAA Air Traffic Organization Chief Operating Officer,
pledged on February 16 in Grand Forks to adopt a very aggressive timeline for fully
integrating UAS operations in North Dakota into the national airspace, ultimately aiming
to resolve this issue by the summer of 2010. The Red River Operations Working Group
was created as a result of the meeting, and all indications at this time are that the group is

" making great strides toward achieving his vision. Colonel Ed Chupein, Air Foroe chicf of
airspace and ranges, is to be commended for his co-leadership of this interagency group
and the group’s successes to date.

Resolving this challenge is critical, and I thank you for your Department’s continued
support in this important national and homeland security matter.

lni b

KENT CONRAD
United States Senate

OSD 04865.09
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COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY

AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS Senator Tom Coburn, MD ' COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
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April 22, 2009

Secretary Robert Gates

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

As part of the Fiscal Year 2010 budget resolution, the Senate unanimously adoptec.i an
amendment on April 2 prohibiting the payment of bonus awards to contractors whose projects
went over budget or failed to meet basic performance requirements. While bonuses and award
fees may have merit when they provide incentives to complete projects ahead of schedule and
under budget, it is concerning that billions of dollars in bonuses have been paid out to contraciors
who have failed to meet the very basic requirements of contracts or have suffered major cost
over runs.

In addition to the 2010 Senate budget resolution, Congress enacted legislation in the
National Defense Authorization Act of 2009 to require that the Department of Defense amend its
regulations to “ensure that no award fee may be paid for contractor performance that is judged to
be below satisfactory performance or performance that does not meet the basic requirements of
the contract.”

The National Defense Authorization Act of 2007 also required the Department to issue
guidance and implementation instructions to this effect. In a report to Congress from October
2008 in response to this legislation, the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition,
Technology, and Logistics stated that none of the contract awards they examined “were subject
to the provisions of Section 814 of Public Law 109-364.”

I am extremely interested to see if the changes implemenied have h.d an effect on
properly linking award fees to acquisition outcomes at the Department of Defense. Could you
please provide the following information about this issuance of bonuses and award fees to
contractors by the Department of Defense.

1. What is your assessment of various mechanisms that could be used to ensure an
independent evaluation of contractor performance for the purpose of making
determinations applicable to the judging and payment of award fees?

2. How are bonuses and award fees for contractors determined? For example, is there a
review board or are the criteria for such awards explicitly outlined in contracts?

3310 Mio-Conmivent Tower 100 NorTH BROADWAY 711 SW D Avenue
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3. How many bonuses and award fees did the Department grant to contractors each year fo_r
calendar year 20087 What was the total dollar amount of such bonuses and award fees in
20087

4. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or
projects reported cost overruns or exceeded their budget? If so, how many and what was
the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors.

5. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or
projects did not meet the basic requirements of the contract? If so, how many and what
was the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors.

6. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors judged to have below
satisfactory performance? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Plgase
provide the names of any such contractors.

7. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors that were recently cited for
regulatory violations? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please
provide the names of any such contractors.

I would appreciate a response no later than June 22, 2009,

Thank you for your assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Jeremy Hayes of
my staff if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Tom A. Coburn, M.D.
U.S. Senator



Congress of the Enited Htates
WWashington, BE 20515

April 27, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne _
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) assets and light attack aircraft. We agree with
you that our warfighters in Afghanistan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned anc.i unmanned
platforms to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the
relevance these capabilities have across the services — as well as the continued devel?pmem of
your Project Liberty initiative ~ we hope you will organize and resource additional airborne ISR
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint basis.

The urgent need to provide these capabilities to our warfighters has spawned 4 number of
separatc development cfforts inside the Department of Defense.  For example, for more than a
year, the Navy has been assessing the capabilities of small light attack aircraft with signiﬁgant ISR
capabilitics. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new assets.

Moreover, the Air National Guard (ANG) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of
the AT-6B later this year, We have strongly supported the AT-6B research and deveiop{ncm
etfort inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force WIll.rf:ajlp
some of the benefits of a project that appears 1o be maturing just at the moment such capabilities
are most needed.

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, howe\"er., we
remain concerned that efforts to develop a light attack and ISR platform remain uncoordinated.
We believe Dol should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis. Only when the
services are working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our
warfighters efficiently and expeditiously.

We hope you agree with our recommendation, and we stand ready to work _with you to fund
a joint light attack aircraft program that draws together Dol>’s multiple and ongoing programs.

Sincerely,

OSD 04870
|

-09
AN

|

'ﬂll |







JEFF BINGAMAN TOX HART SENATF OFFICF BUILOING
NEW MEXG0 WASHINGTON, DC 20519-3102
(202} 224-6521

Rnited States Denate

TOD <200 ¥4 - 172
SERAINE iraman F IAGIMAN Sanate RV

April 28, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

The U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1155

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing you concerning the February 6, 2009 memorandum from the United States
Army Test and Evaluation Command to the Chief, Legislative Liaison, Office of the Secretary of
the Army, concerning the initial results from the cost-benefit study réquested by the Defense
Test Resource Management Center, TRMC, as part of the FY2008 provisional certification of
the U.S. Army Test and Evaluation Budget,

In this document there are significant shortfalls over the FYDP in maintaining adequate
investment capability in the joint test ranges managed by Army, which are classified as Major
Range Test Base Facilities, or MRTBF. Public Law 107-314, section 231, requires that -

“ *(2XA) The Director of the Center shall review cach proposed budget transmitted under
paragraph (1) and shall, not later than January 31 of the year preceding the fiscal year for
which such budgets are proposed. submit to the Secretary of Defense a report containing
the comments of the Director with respect to all such proposed budgets, together with the
certification of the Director as to whether such proposed budgets are adequate,

"(B) The Director shall also submit, together with such report and such certification, an
additional certification as to whether such proposed budgets provide balanced support for
such strategic plan.’ ™

1 believe that the initial results of the cost — benefit study will lead to a decertification by
the Director of the TRMC with respect to sustaining the Army’s MRTBFs. In particular, finding
7 of the report indicates that - '

“The current FY10 funded program in 0605601 A will not allow us to execute 23% of the
projected workload, putting all major systems at risk. Additionally, 34% of the FY10
annual facilities and operations sustainment requirenents are unaffordable, meaning
critical annual maintenance efforts to operate and sustain critical test capabilities will not
be done,” :

OSD 04885-09
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More importantly, the enclosures to the cost-benefit study indicalte serious underlying
deficiencies in core sustainment, for instance Program Element 0606502A/D628 shows that in
FY10 and FY11, the unfunded requirement for equipment sustainment is 62%. The repert notes
that —

“The cumulative effect of this practice is aging test instrumcntatiqn infrastructure,
wherein over 50% of the existing equipment has exceeded it’s projected useful life,
creating a “bow wave” of investment requirements that continues into the POM years.”

The revised cover of transmittal states —-

“The Army acknowledges the potential for reduced test support of non-major programs
and other developmental test but will manage risk to acquisition efforts.”

As you are aware, the Army’s MRTBF's are ranges which they sustain for the Department
of Defense as a whole. The creation of the TRMC in P.L. 107-314 was to ensure that the
sustainment of this joint capability was maintained through-annual budget certification. The
statement in the revised cover memo does not reflect the joint nature of the MRTBFs or even
how the Army will correct the underlying deficiencies noted in the enclosure of detailed data.

1 ask that you work to address these deficiencies as required under P.L. 107-314 s0 that
the joint ranges managed by the Army can meet the important developmental testing challenges
to ensure that the war fighter has the best fielded equipment possible.

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. 1 look forward to your
response,
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May 1, 2009

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As part of ths Subcommitiac’s angoing ovessight of Defenss Department contracting, 1
am writing reganding the Army's continwed use of KBR’s monopoly LOGCAP contract. lam .
concemod and need to understand why the Army I3 not moving quickly enough to transitfon to
menofmcnmmmmmx&dwuwmmmwmgmm
improve contract oversight through competition among multiple contractors. The Ancy’s
continued reliance on KBR's monopoly contract is particularly disturbing in light of new
information obtained by the Subcommittes regarding the Department’s failurs to recover
overcharges and excess profits on KBR subcontracts.

Background

The third Logistics Civil Augmentation Progrem contruct (.OGCAP III) was awarded to
KBR, then a subsidiary of Halliburton, in 2001. The previous LOGCAP contracts worc swarded
to KBR in 1992 and Dyncorp in 1997, A

Under LOGCAP If], KBR has been the sole provider of meals, lamndry, housing sud
other suspport services to the troops in Iraq and around the world. As of Febraary 2009, the vatue
of KBR's work under the LOGCAP I contract was $31.3 billion.'

mmwmﬂnwccavmmmuwmuwﬁbdhmwm
whistleblowers, govemment auditars, and congressional investigatoss. These problems include a
Inok of tcaningfisl competition; the failure to heod government anditors recommendations (o
withhold payments; and KBR s faifure 10 adequately oversoe sehoontractors.

In 2006, the Army szmounced ts intention to awand & new set of cantracts for LOGCAP

exevation through full and open competition. Instead of a single contractor recciving all tho
work, three contractors would compete to perform task orders. An additional “plaoning ed

00 ' Army Sustainment Command, LOGCAP Financial Management Updase (Feb. 13,
). .




The Honorable Robert M. Gates
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support™ contract would be awarded to another firm, which would help the Anny oversce the
three execution contractors.

sad In June 2007, the Army awarded the LOGCAP IV execution contransts .—ﬁ? wor,
Dyncorp. g?@ﬂ&c&?gﬁgﬂag% unsuccessful
emaaaacae.sg challenged the sward, and in October 2007, GAQ sustained their protosts.®
Snguos.ﬁa.ag Egﬁugzaoggr&gg awardad to KBR, Fluor,

Failure to Award Competitive C -ginnsen}wz

On April 19, 2007, the Senate Armed Services Committee, of which Iam a aas.sq_sa
ggﬁngg s management of costs under the LOGCAP condract. Al
ggzggomggmggsﬂﬂw&g?g wg&

response (o the reported waste, fraud, abuse, and mismanagement under LOGCAP 1. Major
General Jerome Johnaon, Commanding General of the Army Sustzinment Qigu.s_nzs
ggg?iﬂgg Engﬂocg%ﬂ&
LOGCAP I ..582_.:@ to Gen. Johnson:

. LOGCAP HI grew so rapidly that it noarly exceeded a single contractor's
capecity. ﬂaﬁﬁiﬂn&aﬁgzgﬁagnﬁoggu
gggﬂugég%%nﬁé
ggg@oﬁr&uﬁ.B&u—sﬁggsﬂﬁﬁa

Al the hearing, Senator Levin asked why the Army had waited so long to split the
Séoggggng_m!ngg gz.gsig of the
g?bﬂg Technology, and Logistics, responded: “I don't have & good answer for

. The Armed Services Committes later referenced this exchange in recommending the
enactment of section 843 of the National Defense Authotization Act for Fiscel Year 2008, which
gggéﬁiﬁg?—%gﬁwgg
contracts in excess of $100 million. According to the Commitice, the provision would ensure
E?nﬁsgéﬂasggﬁs?s%?q&n%s f task and delivery

m&aﬁgﬁg&gg Office, Matter of Contingency Management Group.
LLC; AP Woridwide Services, Inc. (Oct. 5, 2007).

ugmﬁagﬁnﬁaﬁ.mwﬂg Department of Defense
»&Eﬁgﬂ asts Under the Logistics Civil A ﬁiiuaag?ﬁg%ﬁogs
q.oaiaa 9, 2007).
‘Id
3

8. Report 110-077.
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orders unless thore was “a compelling reason not to do 30.”" A similar provision was previously
included in S, 680, which was prepared by the Homeland Seourity and Govezumental Affairs
Committee to ensure that there are more than one contract holders that are eligible to compete for
task and delivery onders. ’

Despite the benefits to the taxpéyor, the suppott of the Army Sustainment Command,
and the phain fanguage and stated intent of the law, the Army has filed to transition the support
of its mission in Imq from LOQCAP Il to LOGCAP 1V. As of Pebmary 2009, the 1atest date
for which the Subcommittee has received information, the Arngy has not awarded 2 single task
order for work in Iraq under LOGCAP V.2 :

The Armiy has slso been slow w irsnsition work in Kuwatt and Afghanistan to LOGCAF
v. Odyﬂ?;rmﬂlionhubmﬁmdedunduLOGCAPlV inﬂw}mym.ofmﬂmﬂl::
was awarded for planning and suppost services, Implementation of LOGCAP orders
also boen delayod by protests. All three task erders for work in Kuwait, which were competed
and awarded under LOGCAP [V 1o Fluor and Dyncorp, were subsequently pwotested by KBR.
One protest was resotved against KBR; the other two protests continue, While the protosts are
anderway, KBR continues to perform this work under LOGCAP 11

New Information Regarding Waste, Fraud, and Abuse Under LOGCAP I

Docwmients obtaimed by the Subcommittos on Contracting Oversight raise concerns sbout
whether the Department has taken adequate sieps to identify and recover overcharges and
cxcessive profits paid under contracts associated with KRR émployees known or suspected to
have commitied fraud. These documents indicate that the Defonse Depertment has failed o
rocover e than $100 million paid owt under these fandulent LOGCAP suboontracts.

Since the beginning of the war in lrag, multiple KBR officials have been indicted or
convicted of corruption-related charges involving LOGCAP subcontrects. These include
Stephen Seamans, who was convicted of fraud relating to a suboontract with a Kuwaiti cleaning
ampany: Jeff Mazon, who was indicted for frand for a subcontract swanded to La Nouvelle;

who admitted to accepting $110,000 in kickbacks from an Iraqi subcontractos;

jwho was fired by KBR after awanding a gravel delivery contract to a vendor
wl:oadmiued
to accepting kickbacks from First Kuwaiti General Trading & Contracting Company in exchange

T
Xd
'MSWWWPFWWMW Updats (Feb. 13,

*rd

. —————



‘The Honerable Robert M.
May 1, 2009 :
Page 4

for the awand of subcontracts.”® These men were responsible for swarding or administering at
least $306 million in LOGCAP subcontracis. '’ ‘

activities of Mr. Seamans, Mr, Mazon, Jand § A

indictments and convictions became public, the Defense Contract Audit Agency (DCAA) failed
to take adequate steps to review the other contracts these men had awsrded or administered. In
1 Fobruary 2007 to send 2 preliminary letter to KBR asking for ooy

DCAA also failed to perform timely sudits of these high-risk subcontracts. DCAA told
KBR that it was “confident” that KBR had "proactively” examined the subcomtracts administezed
by the four men. DCAA did request the results of any reviews undertaken by the KBR, but
indicated that it would not perform its own sudits of these contracts if it KBR bad performed
sdequate investigations.'> According to DCAA:

If KBRSF's reviews satisfy our audit noeds, we will rely on its work and
subssquently curtail our own examination of these snbcontracts. However, if we

. find KBRS! has not performed any teviews or disciosed cost impacts on
Government contracts (where appropriate), this will be considerad in our ovorall
opinion on KBRSI's accounting control euvironment and purchasing system
intemal controls.'*

Four months Iater, in June 2007, DCAA reported that KBR had failed to account
for millions of dollars in excess profits on contracts awarded by Mr. Seamans, According
to DCAA, the subcoritractor, Tamimi Globe! Performance, had potentiatly rcalized
wagmlguum.smmw7mu.mnofm.3m'mwﬂm
activities. ~ KBR had proposed o rotum to the government only $525,202 - a small

" See Indictment, United Staates v. Mazon (Mer. 16, 2005); Former KBR Worker Admits
to Fraud in Jroq, Washington Post (Aug. 23, 2005); Former Kswait Manager Indicted for
Million Dollar Payaff, CorpWatch (Mar. 25, 2005); Ex-XAR Werker Pleads Gwilty to Bribes,
WiarketWatch (Mar. 24, 2006); Lettor from Chairman Henry Waxman, House Committee on-
Oversight and Government Reform, to Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice {Oct. 9, 2007)-

! Defense Contract Andit Agency, DCAA Sampled High Risk Subcontracts on KBR
LOGCAP 1] Contract (undated). o

* Lottar from Defeaso Contract Audit Agency 1o Todd Bishop, Kellogg Brown & Root
Services, Inc. (Fob, 28, 2007). :

',Id

“fd

'’ Defense Contract Audit Agency, mm."hmﬂmd KBRSI Settiemers
Offer on Tamimi Subcontrace Nos. GU49-KU-S00001 and GUES-KU-S000018 (June 7, 2007)-
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. fraction of that amount.’® Unb}ggm&sanuggm_g :

g%?iﬂéﬁggﬁa,-g%g%&g .
by the Army 1o recover these excoss profits. :

ggggﬂﬂ&&g?g%% f dollars in casis
585&5&5:&8.&83;& First Kuwait! by Mr. Martin. In March 2006,
DCAA disapproved $51.3 million in Saa_uaun to First Kuwaiii’s subcontracts for the
delivery o w!_awsisga. In Janusry 2007, the Defonss Comtract
Meansgement Agency (DCMA) determined that $25.6 million of the $51.3 million in
cosis wese allowable. DCAA then reduced the disapproved conts to $25.7 miltion.”
May 2008 — sight months afier the public disclostre of Mr. Martin’s guilty plos-~ ug
geversed its earlicr determination and disallowed the remaining $25.6 miltion.® The
Subcommittee i3 not aware of actions taken by the army to recover the $51.3 million in
costs fram KBR.

Finally, the Department has failed t0 ensure that these individuals and companics
will not receive mofe government comtracts. According to the Excluded Perties List
mﬁggggggggﬂgﬁﬁwi%ﬂ wha
Soeﬂﬂ!ﬂg deberred, (& La Nouvelle, and First Kuwsiti are still
eligibie to receive foderal funds in _.55 )

Conciwmion

Based on the information the Subcoramittee bas received, I do not understand why the
Army continucs {o rely on the LOGCAP I contract. 1 also do not understand why the Army,
DCAA, and DCMA have not dane mioré to rocover these costs. Finally, 1 do not understand why
the Defense Depaxtment has failed to take steps to debar all of the individuats and companies
involved in defranding the govemment and the taxpayer.

fggﬂsggﬁgaﬁ-ﬁ%iegﬂ
competition, oversight, and accountability under the LOGCAP costracts. n_noapcﬁgwon
provide a briefing for Subcommittee staff on ihese topics E_EEB

The jurisdiction of the gﬂﬁﬁgg is set Forth in Senate Rule .

52 clanse 1(k); Semate Resolution 445 sectiom 101 (108" Congress); and Seaste Resolution 73
1* Congress). Egsgaﬁq%-&giﬁgﬁgai
sﬂ&gnﬁ.g .

114

¥

¥ Defonse Contract Andit Agency, Living Container Cost Issues Time Line (undsted).
19

Id

oy - 8 ggu&&aggg Todd Bishop, Kellogg
Brown & Root (May 19, 2008).
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MwWWmﬁhMMnmmwmﬁw
qmudwuhodnleﬂwm&dhwﬁu

Sincerely,
Seum(:l ‘MeCaskill Senmor Susan C?I’n'n
Snbcomﬂuon Caniracting Oversight Suboamﬂmumnumcdm Oversight

Englosure

v w8 e o————



Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 4, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E880
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to you concerning the House and Senate versions of the Fl:ee F 19w of
Information Act of 2009 (H.R. 985/S. 448), both of which are scheduled for consideration at the
Senate Judiciary Committee’s executive business meeting on Thursday, May 7.

As you may remember, you were actively involved in the Senate’s debate on media
shield legislation during the 110" Congress, having provided Congress with the Defense
Department’s views on the matter in letters dated March 31, 2008 and September 9, 2008.

In the letter dated March 31, 2008, you expressed “strong opposition” to the committee-
reported version of the Senate’s media shield bill (S. 2035)—the same language placed on the
Committee’s agenda for consideration this week. In that letter, you suggested that “this bill will
undermine our ability to protect national security information and intelligence sources and
methods and could seriously impede investigations of unauthorized disclosure.” You also stated
that “[d]isclosures of classified information about military operations directly threaten the lives
of military members and the success of current and future military operations. Such disclosures
also threaten the lives and safety of American citizens and the welfare of the Nation.”

On September 9, 2008, you sent a second letter to Congress concerning substitute
language put forth by Senator Specter before consideration of S. 2035 on the Senate floor. In
that letter, you stated that “the Department remains opposed to the amended legislation,” which
you suggested “will still adversely affect our ability to protect national security.” You further
stated that “{t}he amended legislation will undermine the investigation and deterrence of
unauthorized leaks of national security information to the media, gravely damaging the
Department’s ability to protect national security.”

Given your record of “strong opposition” to media shield legislation, we would
respectfully request that you provide members of the Committee with an update of the Defense
Department’s views on H.R. 985 and S. 448 before Thursday’s executive business meeting. We
would also request that, should Senator Specter or any other member of the Committee put forth
a substitute amendment to either bill, you provide the Committee with your thoughts on those
amendments prior to their scheduled consideration.

We would appreciate your prompt attention to this matter.

O
RN

SI) 04966-09






ERSREET SRR
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAN LINCIEY SRAHARA, SOUTH CARCLINA, - o
e SO e Mnited States Denate
CIARE MSCASELE, MEBOUN OMDITTER Lo COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
ﬁﬁmm R WASHINGTON, DC 20610-6050
ROLAMD W BURRIE, RLINCIG * .
mwmmmm
April 28, 2009
The President
The White House -

‘Washington, DC 20500 -
Dear Mr. President:

We are writing to you to report on our recent trip to Russia, Poland, and_the
Czech Republic, where we met with senior government officials, parliamentarians,
and representatives of NGOs, as well as the U.S. country teams. The focus of our
trip was missile defense against the potential threat from Irén, and the U.S. and
allied relationship with Russia. In each country, we found a high degree of
optimism about an improved and more productive relationship with the United
States, in part because of your trip to Europe and meetings with the leaders of
those countries.

We believe there may be an opportunity for missile defense to serve asa
uniting rather than a divisive issue, as it is now. As one of our Russian
interlocutors put it, “a joint missile defense system conld be an engine to pull U.S.
— Russian relations out of the ditch.”

A number of factors lead us to this conclusion. First of all, the Russians do
not want a nuclear-armed Iran or an Iran with the missile ability to deliver a
nuclear warhead. As President Medvedev reportedly told you in London, the
Russians have come to realize that Iran’s programs are more advanced than they
previously thought. We were told by a number of Russians that a nuclear-armed
Iran would be a greater threat to Russia than to the United States. Russia appears
to be interested in exploring the possibility of cooperating with the United States
on a missile defense system, including by sharing information from its radar
installation at Gabala in Azerbaijan and the radar it is constructing in Armavir in
southern Russia. However, the Russians maintain their view that the proposed
“third site” missile defense deployment in Poland and the Czech Republic is aimed
at Russia, rather than Iran. We were also told that Russia is probably more
concerned with the deployment of an X-band radar in the Czech Republic than 10
interceptors in Poland, because the radar would look deeply into Russian territory.

1



The Poles want to be treated as full partners by the United States and NATO,
as they deserve to be after 10 years as a member of the Alliance. They point to the
lack of a U.S. or NATO military instaltation of any kind on their territory. They
agreed to the proposed deployment of interceptor missiles as a fulfillment of their
commitment and obligation to be a good pertner to the United States and a -
contributor to Buropean air defense. They are very concemed that the United
States will reach a deal with Russia without real consultations with them in
advance. Poland’s main goal is not so much the establishment of a missile defense
facility as part of the “third site,” as it is the deployment of a Patriot battery on
their soil. They prefer, of course, that the battery be operational ~ not just a
training battery - and they want it to be “NATO-ized,” (a term we heard repeatedly
in both Warsaw and Prague). The Poles understand the need for our new
Administration to review the “third site” issue and would prefer that any decision
be made by the end of the year. The Poles would very much welcome the presence
of U.S. troops on the ground in Poland in any form.

The Czechs are currently in the process of transitioning to a caretaker
government, and the two main political parties agree that the “third site” issue
should be held in abeyance. They prefer that a decision by your Administration
come after their elections in October. Unlike the Poles, they are wary of American
or any other foreign troops on their territory (although a small number of U.S.
technicians and perhaps Russian Embassy civilian observers might be acceptable).
Finally, it appears that, if the Czechs elect a social democratic government (which
is very possible), they would not be unhappy if the radar were not on their soil.

Taking into consideration these and other factors, we believe that Russia
might be willing to participate in a Buropean missile defense system, with
information from their radar sites being part of the system. From their perspective,
the missile defense system would not be directed specifically at an Iranian threat —
it would be a general defense. For us, of course, it would be directed at the Iranian
threat militarily. The political message would be greater probably than the military
impact because Iran would see Russia and the United States working together.
That cooperation would send a powerful signal to Iran that the course they are on is
unifying the United States, Russia, Europe and the world against their nuclear
program and bringing together the United States end Russia in a way that is
unprecedented. Such a move might have an impact on Iran’s decision on whether
to seek a nuclear weapon capability.




Delaying a decision on the “third site” until late this year would give the
United States the chance, after careful consultation with allies, to sit down with the
Russians and seriously discuss a missile defense system that could unify us and
make a powerful statement to Iran. As part of an overall resolution, Poland could
host a Patriot batiery (perhaps a training battery). The decision relative to a radar
in the Czech Republic will be affected more than anything else by the ontcome of
the October elections there.

‘ In the meantime, we have an adequate missile defense capability (Patriot
PAC-3, Aegis ships with Standard Missile-3 interceptors, and the upcoming
THAAD system) against the current Iranian threat. The Aegis system is being
upgraded so that it would keep up with a future Iranian threat — potentially even if
Iran obtains a long-range ICBM. So all these enhanced systems, including a
possible land-based version of the Standard Missile-3, would be able to protect
Europe from a potential future Iranian missile threat. Furthermore, if Iran does
obtain a long-range ICBM in the future capable of reaching the United States, the
missile defense system deployed in Alaska could, if it becomes operationally
effective, also address that potential threat,

In summary, with proper consultations with our NATO allies, the prospect
of a EBuropean missile defense system, which involves the Russians and is not
threatening to them, and which could have a major positive impact on Iranian
behavior, would seem to be within reach if negotiated very carefully. We would
be happy to discuss this matter with you and will be in touch with your staff
relative to that possibility. .

Sincerely,

Susan Collins Bill Nelson Carl Levin
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April 28, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

The U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1155

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing with respect to a $10,000,000 congressionally directed project in Public Law
110-329, “The Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act
of 2009”. This directed project is found on page 546 of explanatory statement (attached),
which is incorporated into the statutory bill text under section 8006 and listed as “New Mexico
State University Institute for Defense and Public Pohcy”

As stated in the bill’s explanatory statement, this project is

1. A directed Congressional appropriations for the New Mexico State University
National Security program; and

2. it provides sufficient Congresslonal mtent that this earmark be provided to New
Mexico State Umversnty ;

. o -
B ST

I would very much appreciate if you could expedite the awarding of these funds to New
Mexico State University, the bill became law in October of 2008 and it has now been delayed
over 5 months,

My point of contact for this mater is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. 1 look forward to your
response.

022-09
mmmi’i’illllnm ;

A FE
ALBUQUEROUE LAS CRUCES LAS VEGAS ROSWELL SANT:
(608) 345-6601 (675) 523-6861 (GO5) 464-8824 (675) 822-7113 (505) 680047



AUnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE,
AND TRANSPORTATION

WABHINGTON, DC 20510-6123

May 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Sccrotary of Defense

United Siates Depertment of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 2030%.1400

Dear Mr, Secretary:

The Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation is investigating
allegations that New Eta Technology, Inc. (NETECH), & small business in Florida, fraudulently
obtained contracts totaling nearly $3 million from the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA). In the course of its investigation, the Committee has lcarned that the
Department of Defense also awarded at least four contracts to NETECH. 1 am writing to request
your assistance a8 my Committee investigates this alleged fraud against the federal goverment,

According to NETECH’s website, the company “was established in 1988 as a rescarch
and development corpany specializing in high technology engineering research, design, and
simulation, dsta communications end managemen, and graphical user interfaces and
simulation.” | NETECH’s founder and senior scientist i ja professor of Nuclear
and Radiological Engincering and director of the Innovative Nuclear Space Power and
Propulsion Institute, at the University of Flarida. His wife, Sousan Anghaie, is the president of
NETECH and their two somdandm have received payments from the company.

Since 1999, NETECH has received eight contracts through NASA’s Small Business
Innovation Research (SBIR) and Small Business Tochnology Transfor (STTR) programs. The
SBIR and STTR programs, “seek to increase opportunitics for small businesses to participate in
government research & development, to improve overall United States competitiveness, and to

! New Era Technology, Inc., Home Page, (online at www.confiman.com) (accessed April
8, 2009).

nmindiiimnm
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increase national employment. The STTR program has the additional intent of developing
coliaboration between small businesses and non-profit research institutions.” ?

On February 19, 2009, the U.S. Atomey of the Northern Distri
Rem” complaint against various pieces of property owned byt
including a BMW mrtomobile, 2 condominium in Ft. Lauderdale, Flonda. and a Scottrade stock
trading account.” In an attached affidavit, the government alleged that this property was
purchased with funds the Anghaies fraudulently diverted from payments they received through
NASA’s SBIR and STTR programs. According to the affidsvit, this alleged scheme to defrand
the government went on for at least eight years and involved multiple contract awards.

1 am very concerned about these allegations. On March 6, 2009, | wrote to the Acting
Administrator of NASA requesting information and documents concerning all contracts and
grants NASA had awsrded to NETECH. To date, NASA has produced more than 1,500 pages of
documents in respanse to this request. In reviewing these documents, the Committee hes leamed
that, in addition to eight SBIR and STTR contracts, NETECH received four research grants from !
NASA totaling $400,000. The Committee has also learned that NETECH was awarded contrasts !
by other federal agencies, including at least one contract with the Department of the Navy '
{contract # N61339-95-C-0099) and threc contracts with the Department of the Air Force
(eontract is F49620-03-C-0029, F49620-01-C-0046, and FA9550-06-C-0099).

1 am concerned that this new evidence suggests that the alleged NETECH fraud may have
been more extensive than was originally believed. ] am also concerned that the evidence the
Conmnittee has reviewed so far suggests that federal grant funds devoted 10 basic scientific
research may be vulnerable to fraud.

In order to further investigate the extent of NETECH's business with federal government
agencies, | request that you provide the following information to the Committee: |

1. Alistofall grants, contracts, and other awards the Department of Defense (DOD), or any
of its “‘"’d" or dcpmmcrm. has made to New Era Technology Inc., the vative

 phfielegt Spece Power eaxd Propulsion Insitute gt the Univessity of Florida S8

R N This list should include
gmt&conlracts,orothera ards DO umdemmym cmllcdor
perated by any of the four persons named above. The list should include the date, the

value, and a short description of each grant, contract, or award. The list should also

include the office, program, or person within DOD who authorized the

? National Aeronsutical and Space Administration, SBIR and STTR Participation Guide
(April 9, 2009) (online at www. shir.gsfc.nasa.gov/SBIR/partintro.htm).

3 Verified Complaint for Forfeiture in Rem, U.S. v, Real Property Located at 501 South
Mooady Ave., Unit 117, Tampa, FL (Feb. 19, 2009) N.D. Fla. (No. 1:09 cv 41-MP/AK).
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making of each contract, grant, or award, and should include unique identifying numbers,
such as Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) numbers, contract numbers, and
grant numbers, that will assist the Committee in precisely identifying each grant,
conwract, or award; and

2. Copies of all documents related to the grants, contracts, and awards listed in response to
question (1) above, including but not limited to, all requests for proposal, applications,
proposals, evaluations, cotrespondence, contracts and subsequent modifications, gram
announcements, interim reports, final reports, external reviews, and e-mails and other
communications relatéd to each contract, grant or award,

Please provide these documents to the Committee by June 1, 2009.

The Committee is conducting this investigation under the authority of Scnate Rules XXV
and XXVI. Enclosed with this letter is a document providing additional information about how
to respond to this document request. If you have any questions about this request, please contact
John Williams or Jefirey Zubricki of the Committee staff at 202-224-1300.

Sincerely,
Chairman

Enclosure

Ce:  Kay Bailey Hutchison
Ranking Member



May-05-2009 04:25 PM Committee on the Judiciary (202)224-8249 214

Hnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

' May §, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

The Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
‘Washington, DC 20310-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

One of the greatest responsibilities entrusted to the Congress is to ensure the security of the
American people by providing for a strong national defense. With that responsibility in mind, we
question the analytical basis for the decision by the Department of Defense to terminate the procurement
of the F-22 Raptor and C-17 Globemaster I Accordingly, to ensure the military equipment
requirements of the nation are identified through a complete and cogent process, we respectfully request
you recommend to the President that production of the F-22 and the C-17 continue vatil the final
publication of the next Mobility Capability Smdy and the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review.

As you well know, in order to maximize the probability of success in military operations the
development and execution of strategies must be comprehensive and well thought out. However, recent -
histary has shown major threats to our national security can arise suddenly and in unexpected regions of
the world. Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait and the events of September 11, 2001 prove this
‘bypothesis. In addition, the difficulty in determining when and where a threat may arise is also
compounded by the uncertainty as to what tactics and strategies our enemies may employ. Accordingly,
we fully support and encourage your initiative to re-establish counterinsurgency warfare as a fundamental
and widespread capability in our nation’s Armed Forces.

However, just as our nation made a strategic error in permitting our ability to successfully

" prosecute couaterinsurgency campaigns to wither and atrophy after the Vietnam War, we must not make a
similar mistake and undermine two of the unique foundations of our nation’s military strength: hegemony
of the air and ovr unprecedented airlift capability. As you correctly statod this January, “our military
must be prepared for a ‘full spectrum® of operations, including the type of combat we’re facing in Iraq
and Afghanistan as well as large scale threats that we face from places fike North Korea and Jran.”
Therefore, we are concerned the termination of production of the F-22 does not appear to be supported by
any analytical study commissioned by the Department of Defense or the Air Force. In addition, though
the decision to end production of the C-17 was suppoited by the 2005 Mobility Capability Study, this
Study was criticized by the Government Accomntability Office for underestimating our nation’s future
airlift requirements. We are also unaware of any risk assessment that has been performed

NI
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based on the Combatant Commanders® requirements as to the decision to ceass procurement of the F-22
and C-17. -

Regarding the F-22, unclassified extracts of the Air Force’s Sustaining Air Dominance Study
state “180 F-22s was pot enough” and the Department of Defense’s TACAIR Optimization Study
concluded the procurement of additional Raptors “was the best option.” On April 16", these conclusions
were reinforced by the comments made by General Norton A. Schwartz after the F-22 procurement
termination was announced. General Schwartz stated that “243 [Raptors] is the military requirement.”
This appears to conflict with earlier views expressed by the Department of Defense.

We have similar trepidations regarding the cessation of production of the C-17. In early 2002,
even before the true scope and requirements of the Global War on Terrorism became known, the then
commander of U1.S, Transportation Command argued for the procurement of 222 Globemaster Ils.
Today, as the bulk of our deployed forces will be sent to the land-Jocked nation of Afghanistan, we are
mindful of the m'itizm&r airlift to supply our forces and our allies® operations in that nation. This
point is emphasized by the recent Taliban attacks on our supply routes through the Kyber Pass region and
NATO supply depots in Peshawar. Therefore, we are puzzled as to why C-17 production would be ended
even though a new Mobility Capability Study was scheduled 1o be pubfished next month. .

Just as our recent military history points to the need to maintain a “full spectrum™ military force
to confrout a myriad of very different threats, we are also mindful of 2 point recently made by
Michae] Korda in his book on the Battle of Britain. He observed that even though the two
British Prime Ministers before Winston Churchill adopted a policy of appeasement, they also committed
their government to develop and procure the three pieces of equipment: the Spitfire fighter, Hurricane
fighter and radar, which were to ensure that nation’s survival during the Battle of Britain.

Accordingly, we respectfully request you recommend to the President that production of the
F-22 Raptor and the C-17 Globemaster III continue until the final publication of the next
Mobility Capabilities Study and the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review can be reviewed and studied.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.,

ity e 7
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FRANK R. LAUTENBERG
NEW JERSEY

sorecrmarons Wnited States Senate

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND

TRANSPORTATION WASHINGTON, DC 20510
ENVIRONMENT AND
PUBLIC WORKS May 6, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 am writing to respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense’s policy on the
availability of Plan B, a form of Emergency Contraception (EC), in military facilities in the U.S. and
abroad, including combat zones. The current Department of Defense policy does not require all
military treatment facilities to carry this form of EC, and I am concerned that servicewomen may be
unable to access this time-sensitive, emergency medication.

Plan B is a safe, effective, and FDA-approved form of emergency contraception that helps
prevent unintended pregnancy. If taken within 72 hours after intercourse, it can lower the risk of
pregnancy by up to 89 percent. Although Plan B is available to women 18 and older at many
pharmacies in the U.S., a majority of servicewomen rely exclusively on military facilities for their

health care needs. This is especially true for those serving overseas who may not have access to an
alternative facility,

Furthermore, a recent Department of Defense report found that more than 2,900 sexual assaults
were reported in the military in Fiscal Year 2008. Access to Plan B is especially important for women
who have survived a sexual assault, for whom an unintended pregnancy can contribute to the
emotional and psychological effects victims may experience. This demonstrates the urgency of
ensuring that all servicewomen have the option to utilize emergency contraception.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense’s policy
concerning Plan B to ensure that it is available to servicewomen at all military treatment facilities both
here and abroad. T am also requesting specific information on which U.S. military treatment facilities
do not currently carry this form of EC.

Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

&

2 Riversior Omive
One GATEwaY Center, 230 FLoor HART SEnATE OFFiCcE Buwbing, SurTe 324 ONE PoRT Centen, SuiTe S08

Newamx, NJ 07102 WASHINGTON, DC 20510 Camoin, NJ 08107

1973) 6398700  Fax: {973) 639-8723 {202) 224-3224 Fax: (202) 228-4054 {B56) 3388927 Fax: (3561 330-8936
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Qtungress of the Cnited States
SHaghington, BC 20510
May 6, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Waghington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates,

As Congress awaits the submission of the President’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for
the Department of Defense, we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the
Air National Guard (ANG) units in our states that lost their flying missions through
BRAC 2005.

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft
within the ANG. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions — ranging from
A-10s, C-130Js, and F-16s — with some losing the only flying mission stationed
permanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower,
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their continued ability to meet their state
and federal duties.

The ANG not only serves our nation as we ask them to support operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan and around the world, but they also serve the local state missions. Without a
permanent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANG provides to our
nation, we must not jeopardize the investment we’ve made in the ANG personnel forces.

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequent
planning by the Air Force and National Guard Bureau, our six states are each expected to
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at
risk. We believe it is insportant to firmly resolve the “roles and missions” debate with
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a program that meets the needs of
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capabxhty gap faced by our

warfighters,

This is a pivotal year for our Air National Guard. To this end, we look forward to the
Department’s strong support for the allocation of permanent flying missions to our
states as part of the upcoming submission of the 2010 defense budget.

As always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continning to
work with you to support our men and women in uniform.

205

0
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Christopher Dodd
United States Senator
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nited States Representative
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Sincerely,

ot

United States Senator

Joseph Courtney
United States Representative

‘ United States Senator United States Senator

B GBI

1 Sten « | Roscoe Bartlett '

| . United States Representative United Stabes: Representative .
Elijah Cummings Dutch Ruppersberger '
United States Representative United States Representative
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United States Representative

ol Luin-

United States Senator

Hnck Sohos.

Mark Schaver
United States Representative

United States Representative

.

Debbic Stabenow
United States Senator
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Gregg Harper
United States Representative
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United States Senator
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John Sarbanes
United States Representative
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April 29, 2009

Yia Electronic Trangmission

The Honorsble Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

1.am concerned about reports of security breaches of F-35 technology and request an
independent assessyent of this matter, -

This issue first came to my attention during my ongoing oversight of the financial and
audit systems of the Department of Defense (DOD).

On March 6, 2008, The DOD Office of the Inspector General (01G) iswd:nmdit -
teport entitled “Security Controls Oves Joint Strike Fighter Classified Technology,” Report No.
D-2008-058. This report conctuded: “The advanced avistion and weapons techaology for the
JSF program may have been compromisod by unauthorized access at facilities and in compuers
at BAE Systems, and incomplote contractor oversight may have increased the risk of unintended
or deliberate release of information to foreign competitors.” It raised the possibility of
“unauthorized access to classified U.S. technology.” Following publication of this report,
questions were raised as to whether the DOD OIG’s conclusions were consistent with supporting
documentation contained in audit work papers.

Aaqu.GmdonHeddellbewneActingDODlGinJutyzqo&mizmamrwasbmugh!
to his sttention. In response, he took aggressive comective action. First, on October 23, 2008, he
approved the decision to officially withdraw this audit report from public circulation - an
unprecedented move. m&nnmwms,mmwmrq_amwof
Agriculture to condyct a “peer review” andit of the DOD OIG veport in quéstion. And third, I
understand he is holding responsible persons accountable for shoddy audit work.

The Agriculture IG's peer review report was compiét'ed on March 6. 2009 It appears to
have subsiantiated the allegations regarding the flaws in the DOD OIG's andit wark product.

SR 03.)) -09
P



To briefly summarize, the original audit, which was withdrawn, and the follow-up peer
review both appear to indicate that there ave unresolved issues regarding the security of F-35
technology - particularly with respect to the Defense Security Service. These issues wore
simply not adequarely documented in the original report. Despite the disputed assertions made
by DOD OIG suditors with respect to BEA Systems, I am worried that there are continuing
problems with the Defense Security Service and its role in safeguarding our nation's top secret
Or sensitive weapons design information and making sure that kind of information doesn’t fall
into the wrong hands,

A Wall Street Journal (WSJ) article on April 20, 2009, entitled “Computer Spies Breach
Fighter-Jet Project,” reinforoes my concems. The WSJ piece states: “Six current and former
officials familiar with the matter confirmed that the fighter program [F-35 Joint Strike Fighter] -
had been repeatedly broken into......... Computes systems involvad with the program appear to
have been infiltrated at loast as far back as 2007, according to people familiar with the matter.
Evidence of penctrations continued to be discovered at least into 2008.” Other recent news
m“’ clearly indicate that potential F-35 technology security breaches are a continuing issue

Y. .

If this tochnology has indeed been compromised as reported, this information could help
potential adversarics to defend against or 1o defeat onc of our most advanced and cxpensive
weapons systems, updermining significant investments of ingenuity, manpower, and mongy by

the United States and nearly a dozen allies. Business or trade secrets and proprietary
mfommmeolﬂdahobenqedluﬂyeompmmisedmmughfaeignmmlmwu.

memlmmaﬁkemwmtomnﬁdumiﬁmmmm
of the scope and potential impact of the alleged compromise of F-35 technology. This
assessment should examine the effectiveness of Defense Security Service's oversight of such
matters as well as enhanced safeguards to effectively counter and block future such intrusions,
Your careful consideration of this matter would be appreciated.

Sincerely,

. sley
Ranking Mcmber

Copy to: Acting IG Hexdell
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson and Members of the Governor's Military Council (GMC),
representing the major military installations and activities in the state of Kansas, will be in
Washington June 11-12, 2009. | am requesting the Department’s assistance in securing senior
Defense, Military Service and Guard Bureau officials to meet with the Kansas group, as well as to
secure the use of a conference room at the Pentagon for meefings on the morning of Friday, June
12, 2009. Should your schedule permit, | would also be grateful if you would meet with the governor
and the GMC during their Pentagon visit.

The purpose of their trip is to meet with federal officials to discuss defense funding, policy,
force structure and mission-related issues at military installations in the state of Kansas. In addition
to the governor, Mr. Robin Spurrier (Chief of Staff of the Air Force’s Civic Leaders Group Alumnus),
as well ag Messrs. John Montgomery and Mark Edwards (both are Civilian Aides to the Secretary
of the Army) will be among the Council's participants during the GMC trip to Washington. Staff
members of the Kansas Congressional Delegation will also accompany the group to the Pentagon.

The group will consist of approximately 15-20 members, including the Kansas Delegation
staff members. Names of the attendees will be provided to your staff as we near the June 12 visit
date. The issues concerning this group relate to the various initiatives that affect the Kansas bases
(including US Army Grow the Force initiatives, options for Military Education streamfining and
consolidation, overseas contingency operations, USAF’s Future Tanker program, as well as Guard
and Reserve Component equipment and infrastructure modemization).

The group would like to arrive at the Pentagon at 8:00 a.m. on Friday, June 12, 2008, for
badging and entrance to the building. | would greatly appreciate the assistance of your staff in
reserving a conference room from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., as well as arranging for discussions
with senior officials on a range of topics.

As a guide for your staff's preparations, | have included a list of individuals (or their

designees if the requested person is not available) with whom the GMC has asked to meet in
addition to you; along with potential topics for discussion. .

OSD 05373-0
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On behalf of the Governor's Military Council, | would respectfully request that they have the

opportunity to discuss these issues with the following individuals (or appropriate senior level
alternates):

Honorable Wayne Arny, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Installations & Environment

. Joint Land Use Studies

. State interest in DOD Altemative Energy initiatives to create Net-Zero Energy
installations in Kansas

Honorable Michael Donley or General Norton Schwartz (US Air Force)

Out year budget tradeoffs (personnel & infrastructure vs. modernization)
Options for increased quantities of the C-130J in the Program of Record
McConnell AFB’s role in Future Tanker program & UAS refueling developments
Expansion of Air Guard C4ISR ops at McConnell AFB

General George W. Casey, Jr. (US Army)

. Maneuver space at Fort Riley & other Maneuver posts

’ BAH calculation metrics to include both rental and purchase units

. GMC support for Leadership Training and Professional Military Education at Fort
Leavenworth

Lieutenant General McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bureau

. Certification and planning for use of Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center as
a site for Joint/Total Force training

. Quadrennial Defense Review anticipated impacts on the National Guard (nationally

and in Kansas) »
. Current and future role of Forbes Military Airfield in Homeland Defense, Civil
Response Center of Excellence and Counter-insurgency operations

Joint Forces Command (J-8, Joint National Training Center Program Office}

v Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center opportunities for Joint/Total Force
training curriculum .
. Range utilization by Active & Reserve Component units as well as funding for

infrastructure/equipment requirements and training operations.
Mr. Patrick O'Brian, Director of the Office of Economic Adjustment

. BRAC funding, or other Federal funding sources for growth communities
* Joint Land Use Studies

Ms. Libby Quint of my staff will serve as the point of contact in my office (202-224-4774)

to coordinate with your staff on the details of this request. | greatly appreciate your suppprt aqd
would be gratefu! if your staff would communicate with my office as soon as possible regarding this

matter,

With every best wish,

Si

X

at Roberis



Anited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BusINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP |
WasHINGTON, DC 20510-6350

May 7, 2009

‘ VIA FACS[MILE & FIRST-CLASS MATL

Dr. Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

- U.S. Department of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
‘Washington, DC 20301-1400

RE: Department of Defense s Hmplementation of the Amencan Recovery and .
Remvestment Act .

Dear‘Secretaxy Ga;es:

I am writing in reference to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009
(ARRA) and the Department of Defense’s efforts to quickly utilize and obligate ARRA
funds to best meet the DOD’s goals and those of the recovery effort. As the Chair of the
U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship, I would specifically
like to highlight an option available to the DOD to use research and development funds
from ARRA to directly fund projects derived from the Small .Business Innovatlon
Résearch (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) programs as they
enter “Phase I11.” In addition to bringing attention to this important opfion, I have several
questlons regardmg ARRA ftmds that I would like to sublmt for a response. -

Small busmesses have long been the engme of U.S. economic growth, generating 60 to
80 percent of net new jobs annually over the last decade. The SBIR and STTR programs
aliow small R&D firms — Ameérica’s innovation lifeline — to create high-quality jobs and
- cutting-edge products. Consequently, we believe the SBIR and STTR programs are
fundamental to our nauon s economic recovery '

Asvoumay]mow cm'rently28 percent of the total extramural R&DbudgetatDOD ,:
including funds from ARRA, must be allocated for competitive grants to smatl businesses . -
through Phase I and II of the SBIR and STTR programs. An additional. option to fund
SBIR and STTR Phase IIl contracts does not come out of the SBIR/STTR allocation.
Rather, the funds would come out of the larger R&D budget, the other 97 percent, and
include work that derives from; extends, or logxcally concludes efforts perfonned under

_prior SBIR ﬁmdmg agreements

There are a number of advantages to using this SBIR/S’ITR Phase 111 mechamsm to help
distribute the ARRA funds and further technology to reach our nation’s energy goals
. SBIR/STTR Phase III contracts can be awarded quickly, fairly, and transparently, in

keepmg with the spirit and the letter of the ARRA. Furtherniore, ‘the competition.for
SBIR/S'ITR Phase I and Phase II awards satxsﬁos all statutory competition reqmrements
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Therefore, a department that wishes to fund a SBIR/STTR Phase II project is not
required to conduct another competition, or process a Justification and Approval (J&A)
pursuant to FAR 6.302-5, in order to satisfy those statutory provisions. For these reasons,

I encourage you to take advantage of it as often as possible in distribqting the ARRA .

1 would also like to respectfully request an accounting of how much of the R&D money
DOD received from ARRA has been classified as extramural R&D. In addition, I would

like to request information about how the DOD is u'nplementlng the SBIR and S’ITR'

programs under ARRA.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff contact 'A

Thad Inge at the Committee. I would appreciate a response to these questlons by May 22,
2009, The response may be faxed to (202) 224-5619.

© . 'With warmest regards, I am

MLLtvn



Mnited States 5matz

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
May 7, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to request that you review the Department of Defense’s continued
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to
the procurement of para-aramid fibers and yarns, as well the procurement of fire-resistant
rayon fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body
armor and fire-resistant uniforms, respectively.

The Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown
products—notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. We believe that
exceptions to this amendment allowing DOD purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns,
as well the procurement of fire-resistant rayon fiber, from foreign sources are no longer
warranted owing to the avaxlabthty of suitable materials in today’s U.S. marketplace. The
recent use of these exceptions is having an adverse impact on U.S. manufactm'er_s and has
undercut our policy of maintaining a strong and viable defense industrial base.

’ ‘In 1998, partially due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-
source contracts, a statutory exception was created to the Berry Amendment to allow for
purchases of para-aramid fibers and yarns from foreign sources. The statutory exception
is only applicable when the Department makes a determination that procurement of para-
aramid fibers and yarns froth domestic sources will result in sole-source contracts or
subcontracts. As a result of the exemption, the Department’s purchases of para-aramid
fibers and yarns have become increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last
decade. The marketplace has changed significantly in the last decade, however, and a
variety of suitable materials now exist domestically. -

Smnlarly, in 2008 a statutory exception was created for fire-resistant rayon fiber
for the production of umforms This exception allowed the Department to procure fire-
resistant rayon fiber for uniforms from foreign suppliers if a determination was made that
either fire-resistant rayon fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such fiber
domestically would result i in sole-source contracts.
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In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign
suppliers have dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the
fielded Flame Resistant Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber.
While environmental and other concerns have caused domestic sources to forego
production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for uniforms, there are a variety of other fire-
resistant fibers in today’s domestic marketplace—some of which have out-performed
rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the “rayon” exception is not
relevant and should not apply to future procurements.

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether
either exception should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the
Secretary of Defense. We believe that a departmental review will clearly document why
these exceptions to the Berry amendment should no longer be applied for defense-related
procurements. It is our strongly held view that the para-aramid fibers and yarns
exception is no longer valid, and that the fire-resistant rayon fiber exception is no longer
useful. For the reasons noted above, we urge you not to apply either Berry amendment
exception to future procurements involving these items.

We look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that
both promotes competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic
defense capabilities. Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

ed] States Senator



PATRICK LEAHY COMMITTEES:
VERMONT AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
- FQRESTRY -

APFROPRIATIONS

qﬂ“ltzd %tatm 5[“3& o JUDICIARY

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4502

May 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

I deeply appreciate your attention to ensuring that our troops on the ground in Iraq and
Afghanistan have adequate protection, whether from small arms ambushes or roadside bomb
attacks. There is no more important priority than the safety of our deployed personnel, and 1
would very much like to work with you on 2 vital initiative in this realm: the speedy
development and fielding of the MRAP All Terrain Vehicle (MRAP ATV).

As you know, Afghanistan is a particularly difficult environment for large armored vehicles like
the MRAP, because of that country’s mountainous terrain and lack of paved roads. Thereisa
strong need for a smaller, off-road armored vehicle that provides the same level of protection as
an MRAP. The addition of U.S. forces in Afghanistan to help provide security and create an
environment more conducive for political reconciliation makes the need for a smaller, well--
armored vehicle that much greater. The 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Mountain) from
the Vermont National Guard wil arrive in Afghanistan early next year, and it would be helpful if
this unit and all U.S. forces were to begin receiving the MRAP ATV as soon as possible.

The Department of Defense has an aggressive development schedule with & production decision
in late June of this year. I would like to work with you to ensure this acquisition program
remains on track. T would also like to work with the Department to find ways to accelerate the
production program to énsuring that all units who may need this equlpment in the Afghamstan
theater have these assets as soon as possible. S

Ilook foerward to discussing this crucial program with you in the very near future. Thank you
again for your intelligent, energetic, and far-reaching leadership of the Department of Defense.

Sincerely,

ited Btates Senator

VERMONT OFFICES: COURT HOUSE: PLAZA, 109 MAIN STREET, BURLINGTON 802/863-2625
FEDERAL BUILDING, ROOM 338, MONTPELIER 802/229-0569
OR DIAL TOLL FREE 1-800/842-3133 ) D

SENATOR_LEAHY@LEAHY.SENATE.GOV ) i !
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* ORRIN G. HATCH COMMITTEES:
uTAR FINANCE

JAGE JOHNSON JUDICIARY

CHIEF OF STAFF y ni tEh 5 t at P& 5 em atB HEALTH, EDUCATION,

104 Hart Senate Office Building LABOR, AND PENSIONS
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4402

TeLEPHONE: (202) 224-5251 INTELLIGENCE
TDD {202) 224-2849
Fax: (202) 224-8331 JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION

Website: http//www.senate.gov/-hatch

February 26, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn
Deputy Secretary

The Departmment of Defense
1100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1100

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn:
Congratulations on your confirmation!

I appreciate the time you took out of your confirmation schedule to meet with me and
look forward to working with you on the challenging issues that face our nation. In addition, {
have taken the liberty of attaching a copy of my remarks supporting your confirmation.
However, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate and expand upon the points that I
made during our meeting and ask additional questions as to the Administration’s position on a
number of pressing issues.

The F-22 Raptor

As you know, one of the major decisions that soon will confront the Administration is
whether to continue the production of the F-22. The strong bi-partisan support for the F-22 is
merited by the unique and exceptional capabilities of this aircraft. This aircraft will ensure our
nation’s air dominance for the next forty years as well as guaranteeing our ability to defeat one
of the major threats of the future: the advanced anti-access air defense system. Itis my
profound hope that the Department will allocate funding to procure a sufficient number of
F-22s to equip each Air Expeditionary Force with a full strength squadron of Raptors.

Therefore, will the President authorize the continued production of the F-22 and what
number of aircraft does the Department hope to procure?

Our Depot Maintenance System

Our nation’s depot maintenance system has made remarkable progress over the last few
years. From Fiscal Year 2004 to Fiscal Year 2008, our Air Force Depots maintained a 96
percent on time or ahead of schedule delivery rate. For example, at Hill Air Force Base’s
Ogden Air Logistics Center, the A-10 Precision Engagement Program has reduced labor costs by
38 percent and the time allocated to repair F-16 wings has been reduced by 49 percent.

517-09
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The foundation for these depot maintenance achievements are the laws 10 USC §2460
and 10 USC §2464, commonly known, respectfully, as 50/50 and Core. As you know, these

.laws state that 50 percent of all depot maintenance must be performed by government workers at

a government-owned facility. Core requires that the Department to maintain a cotre organic
depot maintenance capability.

Therefore, will the Department continue to support the 50/50 and Core laws as currently
written and interpreted?

Maintaining Our Strategic Deterrent Industrial Base

For a generation, the Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (“ICBM”) has served
as the backbone of the nation’s strategic deterrent force. Unfortunately, under the current plan of
record, our nation, for the first time in over 40 years, will cease production of land-based ICBMs.
Clearly, this raises fears as to the ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid
rocket motor industrial base. ‘

The Congress has sought a legislative remedy to this issue. A Senate amendment, that 1
wrote, authotizing the Air Force to create a solid rocket motor life extension program was ‘
cleared by the majority and minority of the Senate Armed Services Committee for inclusion in
the Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act’s “manager’s package.”
Unfortunately, due to the lack of a unanimous consent agreement on a procedural issue, the
entire “manager’s package” was not included in the bill before final passage. However, the
defense appropriations conferees did include report language in its legislation that stated “...the
Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a warm line status for Minuteman I1I
propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to initiatc a Minuteman III
motor life extension program.” In addition, Chairman Inouye and Vice Chairman Cochran of
the Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee wrote to the Air Force on September 26, 2008
urging “the Air Force to provide funding in order to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor
industrial base.” Accordingly, I have been informed, that the Air Force is constructing a
proposal to procure additional solid rocket motors this fiscal year and six sets of motors a year
for the next five years.

Does the Department support a plan for maintaining our land-based ICBM solid rocket
industrial base? If not, how does the Department intend to sustain this vital national capability?
With the existing production lines beginning to close in March, will the Department provide
Fiscal Year 2009 funding to maintain our solid rocket motor industrial production capability?

The Tanker Recapitalization

Three years ago, during a trip to each of our nation’s three Air Force Depots, I was
extremely concerned to find that our KC-135s were literally falling apart due to extensive .metal
fatigue and corrosion. In particular, I will always remember, during one of the stops at Tinker
Air Force Base, how one of the workers was able to peel apart, like tissue paper, critical
aluminum KC-135 parts. Accordingly, I founded, with Senator Kent Conrad, the Senate Tanker
Caucus. The Caucus is a bipartisan organization whose purpose is to assist the Department and



Air Force in its role of efficiently procuring whichever aircraft best meets the requirements of
our National Military Strategy. Obviously, the failure of recent efforts to procure a new tanker
has been disconcerting to members of the Caucus, especially as the KC-135 is rapidly
approaching its 50th year in service.

What are your plans to restart the tanker procurement competition and what is your
timeline for fielding a 21% century tanker?

Missile Defense

With the proliferation of ballistic missile technology and the testing of these systems by
Iran and North Korea, the need to protect our nation and our allies from a ballistic missile attack
has never been greater. Accordingly, I strongly supported the operational deployment of our
current limited missile defense system.

Do you support the current plans to expand the capabilities and size of our missile
defense system? What are your thoughts concerning the Ground Based Mid-Course Interceptor
and the Kinetic Energy Interceptor concept? -

Thank you for your attention to these matters and I look forward to reading your response

t0 my questions.
igcerely,

Orrin G, Hatch
United States Senator



DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWA), CHAIRMAN

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA THAD COCHRAN, MISSISSIPPI

PATRICK J. LEAHY, VERMONT ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA .

TOM HARKIN, IOWA CHRISTOPHER S. BOND. MISSOURI

BARBARA A, MIKULSKI, MARYLAND MITCH McCONNELL, KENTUCKY .

HERA KOHL, WISCONSIN RICHARD C. SHELBY, ALABAMA,

PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON JUDD GREGG, NEW HAMPSHIAE “l w zn
BYRON L. DORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA AOBEAT . BENNETT, UTAH

DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CALIFORNIA KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS

RICHARD J. DURBIN, ILLINOIS SAM BROWNBACK, KANSAS COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
¥IM JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA LAMAR ALEXANDER, TENNESGEE

MARY L. LANDRIEU, LOUISIANA SUSAN COLLINS, MAINE WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND GEORGE V. VOINOVICH, DHIO . iati nate.

FAANK R LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY UISA MURKOWSKY, ALASKA http-//appropriations.senate.gov
BEN NELSON, NEBRASKA

MARK PAYOR, ARKANSAS
JON TESTER, MONTANA

CHARLES J. HOUY, STAFF DIRECTOR
BAUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

May 14, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We know that you share our concern that the Air Force tanker fleet is aging
and needs to be replaced. Given the current challenges associated with awarding
this contract, we plan to carefully review all options to begin replacing the tanker
fleet expeditiously.

The competing contractors have provided their cost estimates associated
with a dual award of 360-plus aircraft. We do not have equivalent estimates from
the Department of Defense. As you can understand, it is critical that we have the
best DOD cost information available during the Defense Subcommittee
examination of the program in the fiscal year 2010 budget request.

Therefore, within 45- days,we request that you provide the Committee with
a Cost Analysis Improvement Group estimate of the life cycle costs associated
with the development, procurement, and operation and sustainment of a dual
source acquisition of 360 tankers (a combined purchase of KC-X and KC-Y
aircraft) with annual competitive awards.

We thank you in advance for your cooperation on this matter and look
forward to working together with you as we continue our review.

Sincerely,

T LeslEmt

Thad Cochran Daniel K. ye
Vice Chairman Chai
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Mr. Christian P. Marrone
Assistant Secretary of Defense
For Legislative Affairs (Acting)
The Pentagon

Washington DC

Dear Mr. Marrone;

On April 23, 2009, I introduced S. 873, the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction
Improvement Act of 2009, It has been referred 1o the Committee on Armed Services.

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remaing the number one national
security threst facing the United States and the international community. The Nunn-Lugar
ngrmn has become the primary tool through which the United States works to safely destroy
nuclear, chemical, and biological warfare capacity. Through Nunn-Lugar, the United States. has
eliminated more nuclear weapons than the combined arsenals of the United Kingdom, France,
and China. |am delighted that President Obama made the Nunn-Lugar Program such a high
profile issuc during his campaign.. In 2005, then-Senator Obama and I traveled to Russia to see
the Nunn-Lugar Program in action. We visited the Russian nuclear warhead storage facnhty at
Saratov and the mobile missite dismantlement facility near Perm. This experience gives him a
Bnique vantage poinit to take important steps:to revitalize and expand the program.

In 2008 the Nationial Defense Authorization Act requested that the National Academy of
Sciences compile a report on ways to strengthen and expand the Nunn-Lugar Program. l':he
report argues persuasively that the program should be expanded geographically, updated in form
and function and supportcd as an active tool of foreign policy. Nunn-Lugar must become less
cumbersome and burcaucratic and more agile, flexible, and responsive to énsure timely
contributions across a larger number of countries.

Most of the recommendations do not require legislation but rather simple management
improvements. My bill, S. 873, focuses on two recommendations that rcqu:re Congressional
authorization: (1) the provision of limited “notwithstanding authority” to give flexibility for
future engagements in unexpected locations and (2) creation of a Cooperative Threat Reduction
Partership Account to permit the Sceretary to accept funds from any person, foreign
government, or international organization to accomplish nonproliferation and disarmament goals.
In addition the bill urges that the program engage the Unified Combatant Commands to ensure
full coordination and effcctive program nmplementatmn

. The Nuin-Lugar Program has made critically important contributions to U.S. national
security through the elimination of strategic weapons systems and platforms arrayed against us,
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ooy R



Even as the threat changes, I am confident that it can éontmueto serve U.S. interests with the
right leadership and direction, My goal is to provide the program with the tools it needsto
continue to be successful. - ‘ _

1 ask that the Pentagon review the policy aspeets and implications of the leglslanon and
share its views on the impact of my legisiation on the Department's non-proliferation and
counter-WMD policy priorities. I have attached-a copy of the legislation and the statement of
introduction that | deliversd on April 23.

- Thank you for your assistance and I look forward to your assistance in this matter.
.-. .Sincerely,
' Richard G. Luger

Ranking Member
RGL/kmk




Congress of the United States
Washinoton, BE 20515

May 7, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000. Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing you in regard to your April 10, 2009, announcement that the decision to establish
a second nuclear aircraft carrier homeport at Naval Station Mayport, Florida, would be further
reviewed within the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR).

Just four months ago, the Department of the Navy concluded an exhaustive two and a half year
study weighing the strategic, operational and environmental consequences of upgrading Naval
Station Mayport to homeport a nuclear carrier. This study concluded that indeed Naval Station
Mayport should homeport a nuclear carriet, and the upgrades must be done since consolidating
ALL nuclear carrier homeporting and maintenance in one East Coast location greatly hampers
the Navy’s strategic options.

Prior to 2007, the Navy had operational flexibility on the East Coast with carriers stationed both
at Naval Station Norfolk and Naval Station Mayport. However the Navy lost this flexibility with
the decommissioning of the last East Coast conventional carrier in 2007. In order to reduce risk
to the Atlantic Fleet carrier force and restore the proper balance to the Navy, Naval Station
Mayport must be upgraded to homeport nuclear aircraft carriers. On the West Coast, nuclear
carriers and maintenance facilities are spread among three homeports, In fact, in a December
2008 letter to Senator Jim Webb, you reinforced the concept of strategic dispersal stating,
“Having a single CVN homeport has not been considered acceptable on the west coast and
should not be considered acceptable on the east coast.”

The facts are simple -- the Norfolk area is the only east coast port in which nuclear aircraft
carriers are repaired, built and housed. If tragedy, man-made or nature-related....intentional or
accidental, rendered Norfolk out of reach the Navy would be forced to journey around the tip of
South America'to reach another nuclear aircraft carrier maintenance facility in San Diego, CA.
While some would like to believe this is an acceptable back-up plan, commort sense demands
otherwise.

Time and time again, aircraft carriers have proven to be key to the execution of our national
security strategy. We believe as access to overseas land bases continues to decrease, the Navy’s
aircrafi carriers will be more and more important. The Navy has alternate homeporting and
maintenance options for all ships on the East Coast except aircraft catriers, its most valuable
assets. The total costs for permanently homeporting a nuclear aircraft carrier at Mayport is less
than 1% of the cost of the nuclear carrier fleet. While the cost is not inconsequential, when
weighed against the possible risks to our carrier fleet, upgrading Mayport to homeport nuclear
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carrier is a sound national security expense. The Department MUST make this investment in
Naval Station Mayport to provide flexibility to the Combatant Commanders and protection to
some of the nation’s most valuable assets.

We expect the QDR will reaffirm your decision and honor the considered professidnal military
judgments and recommendations of senior DOD and Navy leadership who all recommend
establishment of a nuclear homeport and maintenance facility at Naval Station Mayport. A
second such port on the East Coast not only protects our military personnel and naval assets, but
also strengthens our national security and the defense of all Americans. In addition, the Navy
prides itself in its meticulous approach to nuclear power and to not have an additional nuclear
maintenance facility on the East Coast departs from that approach. These points alone make the
establishment of a second East Coast nuclear homeport essential for our national security and our
sailors' quality of life.

Sincerely,

BILL NELSON

United States Senator United States Senator Member of Congress
BILL YOUNG /

Member of Con, Member of Congress

J MICA
Mem Member of Congiess

KENDRICK MEEK THOMAS ROONEY CONNIE MACK
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Gongress
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ADAM PUTNAM VERN BUCHANAN LL POSEY

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN ROBERT WEXLER ACQLN DIAZ-%ALART

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

'RON KLEIN ALCEE HASTINGS :

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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ALAN GRAYSON/
Member of Congress

cc:  The Honorable B.J. Penn, Acting Secretary of the Navy
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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MARY L. LANDRIEU, LOUISIANA JOHN ENSIGH, NEVADA
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WASHINGTON, DC 205106260

May 12, 2009

The Honorable Peter R. Orszag
Director

Office of Management and Budget
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20503

Dear Director Orszag:

We write to make you aware of security clearance reform efforts undertaken to date and to urge
you to continue those efforts.

As you may be aware, we have long been interested in reforming the security clearance process
because the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has documented problems with the
Department of Defense’s (DoD) personnel security clearance program since the 1990s, going so
far as to declare the program a systemic weakness affecting DoD and other federal agencies in
2002. GAO added the DoD personnel security clearance program to its high-risk list in 2005,
and the program remains on that list today.

Because of these and other issues, Congress has worked for many years on a bi-partisan basis to
address security clearance issues across the federal government. For example, in 2003 Congress
transferred DoD’s personnel security investigative function to the Office of Personnel
Management (OPM) as part of the FY2004 National Defense Authorization Act in an effort to
improve the security clearance investigation process. Additionally, in 2004 Congress called for
substantial changes to the security clearance process in the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism
Prevention Act (IRTPA). Among other things, IRTPA required the President to select a single
agency or office to oversee the security clearance process across the federal government,
implement uniform policies regarding the secun’ty clearance process, ensure reciprocal
recognition of security clearances among agencies, evaluate the use of technology to expedite

security clearance processes, and develop a plan to reduce the length of the security clearance
process.

In 2005, President Bush issued Executive Order 13381 in furtherance of IRTPA requirements.
That order designated the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as the executive branch
agency responsible for setting policy for the security clearance process and required annual
reports on implementation of IRTPA and the Executive Order.

OSD 05660-0
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Additionally, in 2008 President Bush issued a “Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies and the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs
regarding Security Clearances” in furtherance of IRTPA. That memorandum directed OMB, the
Department of Defense, OPM, the Director of National Intelligence, and the Office of the
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs (collectively, the Joint Reform Team) to
produce a comprehensive security clearance reform proposal by April 30, 2008. Such a proposal
was produced and recommended a new Executive Order to ensure fitness reciprocity and -
reinvestigation; a modified Standard Form 86 application to seek more relevant information and
support continuous evaluation of cleared individuals; a new strategy to ensure that standard and
criminal record checks are conducted to mitigate gaps in automated searches; a new strategy to
improve the accessibility of federal investigative records; standardized training and certification
for security professionals; a single-search automated interface for verification of existing
investigations, eligibility, and access to classified information; an automated process to validate
investigations requested, investigations conducted and costs billed by investigative services; and
the deployment of electronic fingerprint stations. The Joint Reform Team also recommended
that an Executive Order be issued to establish a new governance structure to coordinate hiring
and clearing processes.

As 2 result of these recommendations, in 2008 President Bush issued Executive Order 13467,
which names OPM as the executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and
adjudications for employment suitability and the Director of National Intelligence as the
executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and adjudications for security
clearances. Executive Order 13467 also established the Suitability and Security Clearance
Performance Accountability Council (PAC), responsible to the President for achieving reform
goals, measuring agency performance, holding agencies accountable, and establishing
information technology requirements.

We firmly believe that each of the above-referenced Executive Orders and actions were
undertaken in furtherance of statutory requirements and are important and valuable efforts to
reform the security clearance process across the federal government as mandated by IRTPA.
Additionally, we believe these efforts are necessary steps towards removing the DoD personnel
security clearance program from GAQ’s high-risk list. Therefore, we strongly urge youto
continue and build upon these efforts, including by approving the modification of Standard Form
86 that was delivered to OMB on December 31, 2008. We would appreciate an update from you
on what OMB has done in furtherance of IRTPA to reform the security clearance process since
January 20, 2009.

Additionally, our Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee has held five
hearings on security clearance reform efforts, with the most recent hearing occurring on May 22,
2008. We plan to hold a sixth hearing on this subject this summer, and we sincerely hope that
OMB will be willing to participate in that hearing as it has in years past.




Letter to Director Orszag
May 12, 2009
Page 3

Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to working with you on this and

other important issues.

Sincerely,

George V. Voinovich
Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Oversight of
Government Management, the
Federal Workforce, and the
District of Columbia

cc: The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

The Honorable Dennis C. Blair

Director

Office of the Director of National Intelligence
Washington, DC 20511

The Honorable John Berry
Director

Office of Personnel Management
1900 E Street NW

Washington, DC 20415

ke O fonit Kol

Daniel K. Akaka

Chairman

Subcommittee on Oversight of
Government Management, the
the Federal Workforce, and the
District of Columbia



Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 20, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary, U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to relay our concerns about the lack of coordinated support for. f?milies of
deployed National Guard and Reserve servicemembers and the Department of Defense’s efforts
to implement the National Guard Yellow Ribben Reintegration Program.

Deployment causes substantial stress and anxiety for families. One-third of the o
respondents to a recent National Military Family Association survey reported problems with both
the availability of community support and the lack of information available to them about the
Department’s services and benefits. A recent Defense Department report to Congress
acknowledged these problems and noted that they are particularly acute for geographically
isolated families of deployed National Guard and Reserve servicemembers.

A recent RAND study found similar problems--lack of efficient delivery of information
about available services, shortage of staff, and poorly coordinated programs. RAND
recommended concrete steps at all stages of the deployment cycle to address these problems.

The National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program (YRRP) was created inthe
2008 National Defense Authorization Act to address these problems like these. But the YRRP
Advisory Board of the Department’s Office for Reintegration Programs did not hoid its first
meeting until March 31, 2009, and progress on this front seems slow at best.

We know you share.our view that the YRRP is an important initiative. Going forward,
the Department can meet the important goals of the YRRP by implementing program elements
that:

(1) Integrate, consolidate and proactively provide family-support information to families
during all phases of the deployment cycle: pre-deployment, deployment, demobilization, and
post-deployment reconstitution.

(2) Ensure that geographically isolated families receive location-specific information .
about the services available to them and inforthation about the presence of other military families -
from the same and different services in their area. To do this, the Department might cons:dﬂthe
feasibility of creating a cross-service database of families living in a particular locale, which
would be available to these geographicaily isolated families.

(3) Focus at least as much effort on delivery of resources as volume of resources. Deliver
tailored information to families at various “milestone” times during the deployment cycle.
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{4) Provide quality family-support services when the servicemember is cross-leveled into
a unit that is based far from their family and their home station.

(5) Provide sufficient staffing for the “family readiness” organizati of the.Military
Sexvices to ensure a more forward-leaning effort to provide family-support information to
families during the entire deployment cycle.

(6) Consider the Findings and Recommendations of the referenced RAND study
(Deployment Experiences of Guard and Reserve Families: Implications for Suppar:r and
Retention, 2008), or equivalent sources, that focus on information and resource delivery
problems. :

: AﬂerdghtyearsofcomimﬁngeonﬂictinlraqandAfgbmistan,ma!lagme?ntheneed
for a robust family-support program worthy of the sacrifices made by deploying servicemembers
and their families.

Thank you for your attention and dedication to this effort to date. Please !et us know if
there are any legal obstacles or resource constraints that prevent full implementation of the
Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. We look forward to woiking with you.

United States Senator United States Senator

Wcdew 4. TaMoGH
Barbara A. Mikulski
United States Senator

Patty\Murray

United States Senator

E_¢

Evan Bayh
United States Senator
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May 22, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you are aware, the Government of Japan has been interested in
purchasing F-22 aircraft for several years. At the request of the Committees
on Appropriations, the Air Force has examined what it would cost to design
and manufacture an export version of the F-22. '

Using the information which was provided by the Air Force, I
prepared the attached letter to the Japanese ambassador. I believe the
Government of Japan is likely to be interested in purchasing the aircraft even
at the relatively high price which has been estimated. I wanted you to know

of my actions in this matter and therefore, am forwarding the letter for your
review.

Y€

Appropriations
$ on Defense



Wnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

May 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to request that you establish a clear policy through which the
Department of Defense (DOD) will encourage renewable energy development
while maintaining necessary protections for military airspace.

As you know, DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions
because wind turbines can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements.
Unfortunately, to date the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has
lacked consistency. For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80
MW Montezuma Wind Energy Center very late in the permitting process. The
proposed wind farm is surrounded by other wind farms, some of which were built
after 2007, in Solano County California's Wind Resource Area, more than ten
miles from the base. That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to
DOD concerns that are likely surmountable. :

To facilitate the development of renewable energy projects consistent with
national security needs, we encourage you to take the following steps that could
improve the prospects for wind development in the United States.

¢ Consolidate Decision Making: Formally consolidate decision making
regarding wind development in a single office, preferably within the Office of
the Secretary of Defense. A single decision-maker, who operates under clear
timelines and procedures by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding
wind projects, would limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable
energy development. R

o Participate in FAA Review: DOD should identify proposed wind farm
impacts on airborne operations during the Federal Aviation Administration’s
(FAA) existing, formal wind farm screening and approval process, as well as
provide initial feedback during any FAA early feasibility review. If DOD
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objections are stated in as transparent a manner as national securi:cy concerns
permit through the FAA process, renewable energy deye!opers will not be
surprised by DOD concerns expressed late in the permitting process.

Site Specific Evalunations: The military has produced extremely useful maps
of California, Arizona and Nevada that designate areas in which the military
effectively opposes wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD
might have some concerns (yellow), and areas where DOD has no militqry
concerns (green). DOD’s maps were assembled using data and assumptions
that allow them to guide development, but they are not detailed enough to be
the final decision making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should
evaluate site-specific technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal.

Airspace Height Restrictions: Airspace height restrictions vary considerably
across the West and limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether
it is reasonable and consistent with safety and national security needs to raise
200, 300 and 400 feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind farms are
proposed, DOD may be able to open a considerable amount of currently
restricted land to wind energy development.

Mitigation Research and Development: Technical mitigation measures may
be able to reduce the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008,
representatives from the DOD, the Federal Aviation Administration, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry
agreed to develop a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar
effort between the British military and the British Wind Energy Association.
DOD participation in this effort is important, and 1 encourage you to ensure that
it continues.

Radar Upgrades: DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar
systems with state-of-the-art radar through the National Airspace
Modemization Program. I encourage you to request that DOD consider the
wind energy potential of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report
by the defense advisory firm JASON recently concluded, “Radars which don’t
have the capabilities to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be
replaced...The new radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with
greatly enhanced processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally
distinguish between aircraft and wind farms.”’

' Wind Farms and Radar (JSR-08-125). JASON. The MITRE Corporation. January 2008.



As you know, both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of
energy present economic and national security challenges to our country. Your
Department rightfully focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national
security, but we believe DOD could also play a more productive role. We very
much look forward to working with you to ensure that renewable energy
development proceeds where it is compatible with the military’s mission.

We look forward to working with you on this matter.

Sincerely,

ra, fean—
Dianne Feinstein Charles Grassley
United States Senator United States Senator
Ron Wyden | n Tester
United States Senator nited States Senator
Barbara Boxer Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator United States Senator
Tom Harkin ax Baucus

United States Senator United States Senator

%4% _

United States Senator
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g S Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3205

May 19, 2009

The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N W.
Washington, DC 20500-0004

Dear President Obama;

_ I am very concerned about the expanding humanitarian crisis triggered by the
. military offensive by the Pakistani government against the extremist Taliban groups in
the Swat valley and neighboring areas. We appreciate Pakistan’s determination to end
the oppressive and dangerous Taliban regime in those regions. We must ensure that we
allocate sufficient funding to address the immediate crisis and the rebuilding that will be
necessary to allow those people to return home while minimizing the possibility that
extremist groups will again take root in those areas.

As you know, the number of Internally Displaced People (IDPs) is over one

million and growing. Tens of thousands are in.désperate need of immediate and urgent

~ relief in terms of shelter, food, clothing and healthcare. Hundreds of thousands more have
found shelter with their families, but their needs and the strain they put on those families
likewise necessitate a strong response from the international community. Based on the
funding required to address the more limited numbers of Pakistani IDPs in the past year, I
understand that it may require as much as $300 million to adequately address the relief
operations for the current number of IDPs in the affected areas.

In addition to these immediate needs, I am sure you appreciate the need for a
consistent and adequate commitment to rebuilding the affected regions of Swat, Federally
Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) and nelghbonng regions, as well as other areas of
Pakistan. The Taliban and attendant groups in Pakistan are losing their public appeal
while the latest actions of the Pakistani government have gained support of all major
political parties in Pakistan as well as the majority of the people of Pakistan, We must _
capltahze on this shift in opinion to work with the Pakistani govemment and civil society
in helping to rebuild and stabilize the north-west - region and address issues such as
supporting free media, encouraging the growth of women’s rights, expanding educanonal
opportumtles, and other democracy and stability building programs throughout the .

country.
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As you have stated on several occasions, the United States is locked in a battle
with the extremists for the hearts and minds of Muslims around the world. We showed
our strong support for the people of Pakistan after the earthquake in the Northern regions
in October 2005. Our assistance yielded positive attitudes toward the United States
among the Pakistani people.

The assistance to Pakistan in the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental appropriation
currently before Congress will go a long way in strengthening Pakistan's constitutional
democracy and addressing its developmental needs. But the United States must take
immediate action to demonstrate to the 170 million people in Pakistan that our goal is to
work with them to achieve a peaceful, stable and prosperous Pakistan for all its citizens.

Sincerely yours,

M(‘W

Kirsten E. Gillibrand

CC:  Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
" Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
General (Ret.) James Jones, National Security Advisor
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, Special Representative to Afghanistan and
Pakistan
General David Petracus, Commander, U.S. Central Command
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; HART BUILDING
ALASKA WASHINGTON, DC 20510
(202) 224-3004
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

S Wnited States Senate

COMMERCE, SCIENCE AND TRANSPORTATION
‘ WASHINGTON, DC 20510
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS

May 21, 2009

Dr. Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washingion, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Thank you for your willingness to meet with several senators Wednesday morning to _
discuss our concerns regarding proposed reductions in several defense systems, including
ground-based interceptor missiles in Alaska. I very much appreciate your time to further
explain the administration’s thinking on modemlzmg our nation’s defense posture.

Iwas heartened by your commxtment to the gfound-based missile defense system, a
portion of which is based in my staté&'at Fort Greely. As you know, many members of the
Senate believe this system is a proven compenent of our defense capabilitics. Recent
missile launches by North Korea and Iran make this system even more vital.

As we discussed, I look forward to your department’s further amplification on the role of
the system in America’s overall defense posture, the robust testing program you have
already endorsed and the overall maintenance of the Fort Greely—based rmssﬂes to ensure
they are capable of addressmg threats to our state and nation. -

Thank you also for your wxllmgncss to travel to Alaska to address i m-person Alaska’s
servicemen and women who are so ably protectlng our country ' '
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Mnited States Dmate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610
May 18, 2009

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you know, the humanitarian crisis in Pakistan’s North West Frontier Proviuce,
which is the result of increased fighting between the Pakistan Army and militants, is
reaching historic and catastrophic proportions, Over one million people have already
been displaced, in what is believed to be the single largest civilian migration in the region:
since the 1947 Partition. Worryingly, the numbers of displaced are continuing to grow.
We must help the Pakistani government protect the civilian popula’uon while fighting
continues and provide assistance to the displaced to ensure this cr1s1s does not lead to
greate:' unrest throughout the rest of the country. wouh . ,_f .

United Nations offxcnals have ‘called for a “massive international effort” fo address
the cnsts wammg that absent such an effort, it will be “absolutely impossible” to provide
assistahce. Reports mdlcate that there are 51gruﬁcant 8aps. in the basic assistance currently
being pro‘v‘fded meludmg food Water, shelter and samtatlon ‘In addmon, some 80 to 90
percent of thOSe drsplaced are relymg on the hospltahty of famﬂy andJ i:‘ufeuds already
under straln from' the global ‘economic cnsls ' Do e : - )‘,, SV

We are deeply concerned that if not adequately addressed, the crisis could
undermine the Pakistani government and compromise our ability to help stabilize the
country. We note with  concern that the media is reporfing the charity wings of designated
7terronst organizations‘such as Lashkar-¢-Taiba are already rushing to provide assistance
in the absence of a sufficient government response,

For this reason, we are writing to urge you to work in full partnership with the
Government of Pakistan to mount an immediate U.S. response that addresses both the
short-term and long-term needs of the displaced. We believe that nothing less than an
immediate, Iarge—scale response that mobilizes the resources of the éntire U.S. "
govemment as well as the private sector, is required to ensure the Paktstam people -
receive the help they | need.

As e saw in the aftermath of the 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia and the 2005
carthquake in northern Pakistan, the United States possesses unique capabilities to
provnde swift and effectlve aid for civilian populations suffermg from unprecedented
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RAnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

humanitarian crises. We believe that we have both a moral and strategic imperative to
help provide an immediate response to the crisis unfolding in Pakistan.

We thank you for your attention to this urgent and critical matter.

Sincerely, .

/Dt BFIAL M‘
Russell D. Feingold Jés¢ph 1. Lieberman

United States Senator ~ United States Senator

T Dot e

Robert P. Casey Jr.
United States Senator United States Senator

Jon Kyl .
United States Senator

CC: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
Secretary. of Defense Robert Gates \}n
General (Ret.) James Jones, National Security Advisor'
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, Special Representative to Afghanistan and
Pakistan . :
General David Petracus, Commander, U.S. Central Command
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300
Dear Secretary Gates:

On behalf of the 4,500 employees at Memorial Health System and the 140,119
TRICARE beneficiaries who live in Colorado Springs, Colorado, [ write to ask your
assistance in Memorial Health System’s efforts to obtain approval for a three-year
Temporary Military Contingency Payment Adjustment (TMCPA). A TMCPA would
allow the system to continue to provide quality care to the TRICARE population of
Colorado Springs.

Memorial Health System is a 600 plus bed acute care health and hospital system that
serves an area in which there are five military installations: The United States Air Force
Academy, Peterson Air Force Base, Shriever Air Force Base, Cheyenne Mountain Air
Force Station, and Fort Carson. Due to a severe shortage of TRICARE providers in
Memorial Health System’s service area, Memorial is the largest nonmilitary provider for
the TRICARE population in the western region, as well as the largest provider of
Emergency Department and Urgent Care services in the Colorado Springs area. In 2008,
Memorial Health System provided over 45,000 patient visits to the TRICARE population .
and provided care for 149 babies.

Addmonally, with this an arrival of an additional 7,000 troops and their families from the
4t Infantry Division moving from Fort Hood, Texas to Fort Carson this summer, demand
for these military families at Memorial Health System is only going to increase.

While I understand the Department of Defense’s desire to adopt a TRICARE outpatient
prospective payment system (OPPS) that is more in line with Medicare rules, I am
concerned that imminent implementation of this adjustment will be financially crippling
for Memorial Health System. Without a TMCPA, Memorial Health System’s TRICARE
reimbursement will be reduced by over $10 million, and the facility will have to consider
limiting both access to the types of care it delivers to its TRICARE population, and
potentially the amount of healthcare workforce available to serve these military families.

_OSD 06306.09
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Granting Memorial Health System a TMCPA is essential to making sure our military
families receive the high-quality care they need and deserve. With a gradual transition to
the TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system, Memorial could continue its
mission of helping to keep our military ready and prepared for future challenges. On
behalf of these families, I thank you for your attention to this matter and urge you to grant
this adjustment. '

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our nation’s men and women in

uniform.

Sincerely,

Michael F. Bennet '
United States Senator



:2009-Jun-02 08:56 PM Senator Edward Kennedy (202) 224-2417 2/2

Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20810
June 2, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gatas
Department of Defense
1400 Défense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1400
- Dear Secretary Gates,

We are writing on. behalf of the 94 Infantry Division, which veliantly fought -
during the European campaign. of World War II. In April 1945, the Division came across
a concentration camp neer Velbert, Germany containing hundreds of dying prisoners, and
was relieved by a medical wnit that cared for the prisoners who were in dire need of
mediea] atrention.

Despite the fact that the 94™ Infantry Division was the first Allied unit to enter
the camp, it has not yet been recognized as an official liberating unit of World War IT. -
The Division hopes very much to be approved for liberation status, so thet its flag can be
flown &t the Holocaust Museum. We understand that the Division has complied with all
of the necessary guidelines established for such status by the United States Cemter for
Military History, and have the personal accounts of two soldiers who served in the unit at
that time - Edward Cowley and Thomas Manthey.

We respectfully request that the 94™ Infantry Division be considered by the
Department for liberation status, and any appropriate assistance or consideration that you
can provide would be greatly appreciated. If you have eny additional questions or
concerns, please have your staff contact Tristan Takos in Senator Kennedy’s office at
(617) 565-4471, or Brady Van Engelen in Senator Kerry’s office at (202) 224-2742.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

With réspcet and appreciation,
Sincerely,

| [émjﬁﬁ

Edward M. Kennedy £
United States Senator

.zzé
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The Honorable William J. Lynn
Deputy Secretary

The Department of Defense
1100 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1100

Dear Secretary Lynn:

Thank you for your May 28th letter. 1 appreciate leaming the Department of Defense’s
(“Department™) views on the subjects covered in the letter, In addition, I look forward to
continuing to work with you on enhancing our nation’s security.

I was delighted to learn of the Department’s commitmeat to our depot maintenance
system by “compli[ying] with the 50/50 and Core laws as currently written and interpreted.” .
As you know, the Congress, on a bipartisan basis, has worked with the Department over the past
several years to recapitalize our depot maintenance system. The warfighter has greatly
benefited from this renewed investment through sustained on-time delwery rates of vital
equipment.

Regarding the land-based solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial
base, I deeply appreciate the Department and the Air Force’s recognition of the merits of
sustaining this vital national infrestructure. The Air Force’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of
$43 million is an important first step. However, your letter does not address if the Department
will accede to the Secretary of the Air Force's request to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year 2009
funds to maintain solid rocket production this fiscal year. Only a prompt transfer of these funds
will prevent further interruptions in production, resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary
costs, and the stabilization of employment for the highly sought after engineers and technicians
that manufacture solid rocket motors.

" Therefore, I respectfully request the Dcpamnmt agree 1o Secretary Donley’s request and
reprogram, on an expedited basis, Fiscal Year 2009 funds to maintain our nation’s land-based
solid rocket motor irtercontinental ballistic missile industrial base.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

5 e rely!

Orrin G. Hatch
United States Senator
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June 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

[ read with great interest your speech to the Association of American Universities
on April 14, 2008. On that occasion you noted the potential of the records of Saddam
Husscin’s Ba’athist regime, captured by Amecrican forces in 2003, to provide us
“unprecedented intsights” into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You
rightly compared this collection of materials to the Smolensk archives, upon which
scholars of the Sovict Union like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also
announced that the Defensc Department was funding an effort 1o open a Conflict Records -
Research Center at the National Defense University.

I strongly support your goal of making the records of Saddam Hussein’s regime
available to the broad scholarly community for research and study. However, I am
concerned by. the apparent slow pace of this valuable project. I note that the Defense
Department has yet to establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that
have passed since your announcement, nor does the opening of such a center appear to be
on the horizon.

I would therefore be grateful for a progress report on your efforts to establish a
Conflict Records Research Center at the National Defense University, a timeline for its
creation, as well as an estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote
to the center over the long term.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and your commitment to this worthy
and important endeavor.

Sincerely, ‘
W | ISD 06
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June 4, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense, The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working on the
Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I ask that
you;

1. Reaffirm the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAFIs shall not enter into contracts or
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies, or instrumentalities for
the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to the
Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-Q'Day Act, or small business programs until a policy
solution can be reached that encourages job creation;

Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and,

Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Meyers, principal Director, Military
Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues.

we

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to service
members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on the
employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly urge
the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job
creation through both the MWR and the AbilityOne Programs. This is a crucial step to incorporate the
best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe disabilities are so rare,
reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic sector of our society.

Thank you for your early consideration of this urgent request. If you have any questions on this issue,
please contact Crystal Bridgeman at (202) 224-2621 in my office.

Sincerely,

U.S. Senhtor Patty Murfel
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The Honorable William J. Lynn III
Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Department of Defens

The Pentagon '
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Lynn,

During your confirmation hearing in January, you agreed to review the Navy’s
proposal to homeport a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier in Mayport, Florida, as part of
the Quadrennial Defense Review. I appreciate your making this commitment. My
purpose in writing is to request that this review consider new information regarding the
Department of the Navy’s fiscal year 2010 budget request revealed by Admiral
Roughead, the chief of naval operations, during a hearing last week before the Senate
Committee on Armed Services. This input updates the comprehensive critical assessment
of the Navy’s plan that [ forwarded to you and Under Secretary Flournoy in January.

I was struck by the growing level of risk that Admiral Roughead identifies in
several Navy warfighting and shore readiness areas. In his prepared statement, a copy of
which I have enclosed for your information, he states:

¢ The Navy is “stretched in our ability to meet additional operational demands.”
The risk in the areas of warfighting, personnel, and force structure is
“moderate today trending toward significant in the future.”

¢ “Future shore readiness ... is at risk.”
The continued decrease in the number of strike-fighter tactical aircraft “will
affect the capacity and effectiveness of our air wings.” (One estimate places
this shortfall at 125 aircraft by 2015, Other estimates range as high as 220
aircraft in successive years.)

I do not recall a starker assessment of the operational risks facing the Navy since
then-CNO Admiral Thomas Hayward testified in 1979 that the Navy possessed a one-
and-a-half-ocean Navy for a three-ocean requirement.

The Navy has justified relocating an aircraft carrier to Mayport as “a hedge
against a catastrophic event in Hampton Roads.” Contrary to Admiral Roughead’s
assessment of the real risk facing the Navy at sea and ashore, however, the Navy has
described the risk of a future catastrophic event in Hampton Roads as “small.”
Moreover, the Navy has stated, “No clear, credible threat distinguishes one homeport
from the other.” In short, a risk-based resource allocation methodology will document
that the Navy’s homeporting proposal for Mayport, Florida, is not a sound investment.

6-09
i
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Regarding shore readiness, Admiral Roughead testified, “... Maintenance and
recapitalization requirements have grown, and the cost of ownership for our shore -
infrastructure has increased. At current investment levels, our fiture shore readiness,
particularly recapitalization of our facilities infrastructure, is at risk.”

The Navy documented the full dimension of this growing problem to my staff earlier
this year. In January, the Navy acknowledged it has a $28 billion backlog in shore facility
restoration and modernization—documented projects to repair or modernize taxiways, high-
explosive magazines, hangar roofs, piers, waterfront-support buildings, galleys, and other
facilities.

In particular, the growing funding backlog for necessary sustainment, restoration,
and modernization projects at the Navy’s four naval shipyards is cause for alarm in light
of their work on nuclear-powered ships. Last November, the Navy said the backlog was
$791 million. Last month, I was informed that the shortfall had grown to $1.3 billion,
broken out as follows:

Puget Sound Naval Shipyard: $327.2 million
Norfolk Naval Shipyard: $450.6 million
Pear] Harbor Naval Shipyard: $312.6 million
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: $206.4 million

At the same time that the Navy is not properly maintaining its existing shipyard
infrastructure, workers from these yards are periodically rotated to Guam and Diego
Garcia to conduct depot-level maintenance on forward-deployed ships. In Guam, this
entails a high level of work on homeported nuclear-powered attack submarines and a
submarine tender. In Diego Garcia, shipyard fly-away teams perform similar work on
nuclear-powered guided-missile submarines. Adequate shore facilities do not exist at
either location. Unavoidably, the workers’ efficiency in performing complex repairs and
maintenance is degraded.

These worrisome trends—a failure to sustain past investments in shore
infrastructure or to address emergent requirements—should be reversed before the Navy
builds redundant nuclear-support infrastructure in Mayport that will only be fully manned
when a carrier is in port. Rather than investing in expensive new facilities in Mayport,
which is contrary to the Navy’s Shore Investment Strategy’s goal of consolidating its
shore footprint, the Navy should first remedy its current shore-installation backlog.

There are more fiscally responsible and strategically sound options to sustain
Naval Station Mayport as a viable Navy homeport on the East Coast. The assignment of
new construction surface combatants or in-service amphibious force ships better suited to
the operational requirements of the commander, U.S. Southern Command is a preferable
and more affordable approach.

Alternatively, funding could be applied for the construction of an additional
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship (LHD). The required funding is estimated by
industry to be $2.7 billion in constant-year 2010 dollars. This assumes repeating the
LHD-8 design with funding for hull, mechanical, and electrical systems only.



The Navy could fund roughly a third of the construction cost for a ninth LHD
with the funding that will likely be required (up to $1 billion) for its carrier homeporting
scheme in Mayport. This option has other attractive advantages. Namely, it will:

* Help address today’s shortfall in providing sufficient amphibious lift for the

Marine Corps’ two Marine Expeditionary Brigades. Admiral Roughead and
. General Conway, the commandant of the Marine Corps, agree that 38

amphibious warfare ships are needed for this mission. We will have 31 (not
including two command ships) when LHD-8 is commissioned later this year;

* Provide a more operationally relevant platform for the U.S. Southem,
Command’s area of geographic responsibility in the Central American region;

¢ Be homeported closer to Morehead City, North Carolina, for embarkation of
Marine units; and

¢ Provide more opportunities for maintenance work to local ship-repair
companies in Jacksonville than a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier.

Speaking as both a member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services and a
former secretary of the Navy, I remain convinced that there is no reasonable justification
for the relocation of an aircraft carrier to Mayport when the Navy has identified growing
readiness risks in its warfighting and shore-installation programs.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

ebb
ed States Senator

Copy to: Under Secretary of Defense Meow

Enclosure: As stated
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Mr. Secretary:

At recent hearings before various Committees of Congress, Defense
Department representatives have attested to the need for acquisition reform.
It is clear from this testimony that competition is the single most effective
means to infuse cost, schedule, quality, performance, and technology
development discipline into the procurement process.

For several years, Congress has supported the competitive
procurement of the propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft.
However, while we recognize that the Administration supports competition,
the fiscal year 2010 defense budget maintains a sole source acquisition
strategy for the JSF engine.

Recent testimony from Defense Department witnesses asserted that
the business case does not support a competitive procurement strategy for
the JSF engine. The Department has provided estimates ranging from $2-5
billion to establish a competitive source for annual procurements that will
total nearly $100 billion for JSF engines over the life of the program. We
are advised that the cost to maintain a sole source procurement may be three
times that estimate,

To inform our proceedings on your FY 2010 budget request, I would
appreciate the Department's estimate of the comparative cost to procure
engines from a sole source provider and from two sources. This analysis
should include the cost to develop the current sole source engine as well as
the cost to finance the announced upgrade of the engine to meet program
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The Honorable Robert Gates
June 9, 2009
Page Two

performance requirements. Please conclude the analysis with a comparison
of the elements of expense and expected unit cost for sole source versus
competitive procurement over the JSF production cycle.

I would appreciate a response within 30 days following receipt of this
letter.

Sincerely,

Duxhiel K. Inbuiwe
Chairman  {
Committee 6ri Appropriations

Subcommitt%é on Defense
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June 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary .
U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

As you are well aware, making certain that soldiers recently separated from the military are fully
knowledgeable of the benefits due them as a veteran has been a difficult process. |applaud your efforts
as Secretary of Defense to ease the transition and working with Secretary Shinseki at the Department of
Veterans Affairs in this effort. To build on these ongoing efforts, | respectfully suggest a modification to
the DD 214 form and ask that you consider adding a new contact, the email address, to the formas a
way to increase communication to these new veterans.

Earlier this year, | was visited by the New Mexico Secretary of the Department of Veterans
Services who reported to me that nearly 60 percent of welcoming mail sent by the Department to new
veterans in New Mexico, which makes them aware of their education, health, and home ownership
benefits, is returned. Oftentimes the return is due to an incorrect mailing address, which is usually
taken from the DD 214 and is the only manner in which the Department is able to contact the veteran.
The Secretary stated that by adding a requirement that the soldier filling out the DD 214 include an
email address, it would make it easier, timelier, and more cost effective to reach the veteran with
information he or she can use.

I fully support this idea and  would ask that you look into having the DD 214 form altered to
include an email address. The vast majority of Americans use emait daily, including our men and women
serving in uniform abroad, and it only makes sense that we would try to continue to connect with them
after they have left the service by utilizing all forms of communication, including email. This would
benefit not only the soldiers, but veterans departments and organizations across the country.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. | look forward to hearing back from and
continuing to work together to serve our soldiers and our veterans.

VG (elt

Tom Udall
OSD 96665-09 '
L

United States Senator
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates -
Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E880
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I was grateful for the opportunity to discuss with you the U.S. nuclear deterrent in the
context of the Administration’s arms control agenda during a recent meeting in Senator
Lieberman’s office. I appreciated hearing you say that you share my concerns about reducing
our nuclear forces, including our operationally deployed sirategic nuclear warheads (ODSNW),
before a modemization program is in place to address the neglect to both our nuclear weapons
and the complex of infrastructure that supports them. I have further articulated my concems in a
recent speech on the Senate floor, and I have enclosed a copy of those remarks for your
consideration.

I believe you made a critical point at the Carnegie Endowment last October when you
characterized the “long term prognosis” of our nuclear deterrent as “bleak.” That assessment
was one of the reasons I urged the Bush administration at about the same time to seek funding -
even on an emergency basis — to begin the process of arresting the downward spiral and why I
believe it is imperative that we move forward on a comprehensive modemization plan now.

As you know, the President stated that he intends to seek bilateral reductions with the
Russians below the lower limit (2,200 to 1,700) of the Moscow Treaty of 2002. Some in the
press have reported that the Administration may attempt to go to as low as 1,500 ODSNW,
which would constitute an approximately 30 percent reduction in our deployed strategic nuclear
forces — a very significant reduction. I believe you noted in a recent interview that you begin to
get nervous at this Jow level.

Importantly, consideration of reductions of this magnitude would be occurring well
before the Administration has completed the congressionally directed Nuclear Posture Review,
Quadrennial Defense Review and Missile Defense Policy Review. Given the timing of these
reviews and the impending expiration of the 1991 START agreement, there is the danger that the !
START process will inform the NPR as opposed to the NPR informing the START process, as
Congress intended. This would be dangerous and wrong.

My greatest concern, however, is that we are again talking about reductions o our
nuclear forces before the U.S. begins, much less completes, a long overdue and desperately

hittp: // www . senate.govi~kyl/ ‘WD 067 ~ 9 . !
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needed modernization of our nuclear weapons stockpile and complex of support infrastructure.
The FY10 budget compounds what I believe is a pattern of neglect of the U.S. nuclear enterprise,
and even accelerates it in the five year projections. Though this is chiefly a Department of
Energy/NNSA budget issue, the strategic military requirements are appropriately set by the
Department of Defense. Based on your comments, I know you are well aware of, and troubled
by, the outcomes that have been produced by this system of organization.

For almost two decades, administrations and Congress have underfunded the requests
from the weapons labs (e.g., Los Alamos and Sandia) and the weapons facilities (¢.g., Pantex and
Y-12). Neither branch of government has taken seriously the significant problems affecting the
U.S. nuclear enterprise.

The best illustration of this failure is seen in the case of the Reliable Repiacement
Warhead (RRW) program. Two House members who served on an appropriations subcommittee
with no real national security role were permitted to reject the request for the RRW without
serious explanation or justification, and Congress accepted their rejection.

So, how do we implement a plan for modernization along the same timeline as the
START negotiations?

The first option would be to seek a reprogramming of FY09 appropriated funds by
submitting a request to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees and to the Energy and
Water Subcommittees of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees. If any one of those
committees disagreed, the reprogramming request would die. In fact, unless the Chaitmen and
Ranking Members of all four of those committees agree, the reprogramming request would die.

One clear problem would emerge with the Appropriations Committees, which would
likely have to absorb a significant share of a reprogramming request -- one that might affect their
programs on the nuclear weapons enterprise, but would also likely impact their water
infrastructure, energy development, or nonproliferation programs.

Second, a request for supplemental appropriations could also be submitted at the same
time as the treaty documents. This option would require a formal vetting of the request by both
the House and Senate, beginning with the Appropriations Committees, which could be
undertaken, with significant Administration commitment, while the Senate is considering the
possible ratification of the expected START follow-on treaty.

Another option would be for the Office Management and Budget to submit an
amendment to the FY10 budget request. As of this writing, the House and Senate Armed .
Services Committees and the House - and shortly the Senate - Appropriations Comumittees have
be%t]m to mark up their annual authorization and appropriations bills, meaning this would be an
uphill climb.

Lastly, there is the FY11 budget. As you know, the President ordinarily submits his
budget in February. Consequently, START would be expected to precede by several months an
official modernization request. Even then, its fate in Congress is uncertain,




Because of these timing issucs, I urge you to make clear, in detail, what you believe must
be included in a modernization program. One place to start would be the package of
supplemental appropriations and reprogramming requests developed by the Departments of
Energy and Defense last year at the instruction of Vice President Cheney. I understood you were

in support of this concept during meetings on Capitol Hill and in the interagency review process.

Since this was never designed to be a comprehensive modernization plan, it is only a starting
point.

I understand it is unusual for the head of one federal department to go into detail about
how the programs in another federal department should be funded in the federal budget. I would
only note that the nuclear weapons enterprise is one of the few programs, if not the only program
that crosses so many executive and legislative lines of authority. This could even take the form
of a public statement from you and Secretary Chu detailing exactly what is needed to modemize
our strategic and tactical warheads and the complex of support infrastructure. Such an action
would be most helpful to those in Congress and the Administration who are willing to work to
promote the safety, security, reliability and credibility of the U.S. nuclear deterrent.

As we discussed in our recent meeting in Senator Lieberman’s office, the Perry-
Schlesinger Commission has identified correctly the problems confronting the U.S. nuclear
deterrent and what we need to do about it. Following its recommendations, I hope we can work
together to ensure this basic building block of U.S. national security is given the attention and
resources it needs.

Finally, I understand that the last Administration prepared, but never released, an
unclassified version of the 2001 Nuclear Posture Review. I urge you to make it a priority to have
the Pentagon release this document. I believe that doing so would serve a valuable purpose of
making sure members of the public, their representatives in Congress, and the allied and friendly
nations that rely on our nuclear deterrent are fully informed about America’s stratsgy for
providing deterrence and assurance over the coming years.

Thank you for your concern about these matters.
Sincerely,
JONKYL '
United States Senator
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June 11, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Sccretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dcar Mr. Sccretary:

On December 19, 2008, I sent you a letter expressing concern sbout a Washington Post
article reporting that the Army was seeking bids for an American firm “to manage oversight of
private security companies in Afghanistan.”

Tn your February 17, 2009 response, you stated that the solicitation at issue was for a
contract to provide administrative support to Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Enduring
Freedom’s (CJTF-101) Armed Contractor Oversight Directorate (ACOD), which oversees private
security contractors (PSC) in Afghanistan. Your lctter also said that the ACOD “has four Field
Grade Officers assigned, including an 0-6 director. Contractor personncl will have no direct
input into daily operations, force protection, or combat opcrations. Only government personnel
will perform oversight duties with respect to private security contractors.”

Earlier this week, the Commission on Wartime Contracting issued an interim report to
Congress on contingency contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan. 1 was troubled to read in that
report that, since it was established, the ACOD in Afghanistan “has primarily been run by
contractor personncl from Aegis.” The repon said that CITF-101 submiited an expedited request
for four field grade officers for the ACOD, but that “as of mid-May the request had yet to be
approved and there were no scnior U.S. military officials assigned full-time to the directorate.”
The Commission concluded that, without those military officers in place at the ACOD, “Acgis is
in a vole of significant official responsibility in reviewing activities of other private security
contractors.”

Please advise me as to;

1. The number and rank of military officers currently assigned w the ACOD in -
Afghanistan and the dates of their assignments.

OSD 06705-09
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2. The current responsibilities of Aegis personnel as they relate to the oversight of P.SC
activities, including their role in investigating escalation of force incidents involving
contractors.

I share the view articulated in your February 17, 2009 letter that the Department must
continually demonstrate that the use of contractors on the battleficld is governed by proper
policies, practices, and oversight, Tt is my hope that our efforts in Afghanistan meet that
standard. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter,

Si ly,

Carl Levin
Chairman

cc: Senator John McCain
Ranking Member
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The Honorable William J. Lynn

Deputy Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Lynn:

In light of new information received by my office and my continued disagreement with a BRAC related
determination by the Department of Defense, I ask for your review of the impending relocation of the
Technology Services Organization (TSO) in Kansas City, Missouri to Indianapolis, Indiana. In particular, 1
ask that you review whether DoD officials implementing the move are circumventing law and regulation by
understating rental costs and space requirements related to the move. Further, I urge a fresh review of the
Department’s determination that the TSO is a related activity to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service
(DFAS) ~ Kansas City. Under BRAC 2005, DFAS-Kansas City was required to realign to Indianapolis. Since
that time, the Department has inappropriately sought to move the TSO to Indianapolis on the erroneous basis
that the TSO is a related activity to DFAS.

As stated in a November 2008 letter signed by myself, Senator Bond, and Congressmen Skelton,
Graves and Cleaver, it is inappropriate for the TSO function in Kansas City to be realigned away from the city
pursuant to the BRAC 2005 process. This conclusion is buttressed by findings of the Director, DFAS and the
Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, both of whom concluded that the TSO had been realigned from
DFAS-Kansas City function prior fo the BRAC determinations and thus constituted both a separate and
unrelated activity from DFAS at the time of passage of the BRAC law. Corroborating this finding is the fact
that the Department did not budget for the relocation of the TSO, a move with estimated costs approaching
$200M. There is also no federal space planned for or allocated to the TSO in Indianapolis.

I have also been informed that the Department has requested approximately 76,000 square feet of
rental space in Indianapolis for the TSQ. This represents less than half the space the TSO currently occupies in
Kansas City. It has been alleged that this under-requesting of office space has the purpose of circumventing
expanded Congressional review of the lease. Further, it has been alleged that at some poirit in the future
Department officials will seek to acquire an additional 120,000 square feet of space to house the remainder of
the government and contract personnel that currently occupy space in GSA facilities in Kansas City. Such an
action, if accurate, appears dubious and may be unnecessarily expensive and inefficient. More importantly, it
may represent an impermissible splitting of procurements for the purpose of circumventing the “prospectus

level” Congressional approval process. I seek your review of these allegations and would like a detailed S—
explanation of how the Department is acquiring space for the TSO in Indianapolis, as well as how it is ——
compliant with law and regulation, %EE
2'=
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing back from you. I\E
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June 22, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn III
Deputy Secretary of Defense

1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn,

As you know, over the past year I have closely followed the Pentagon’s multiple
mvestlgatlons into the electrocutions of U.S. soldiers while serving in Iraq. My mterest
in tlus issue was sparked by the courage and perseverance of a constituent of mine,

B who lost her son, Staff Sergeant Ryan Maseth, on January 2, 2008 when
he was electrocuted while taking a shower at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex in Iraq.

& EB has been driven by an unyielding pursuit of the truth about her son’s death. Since
Ryan died at the beginning of 2008, she has received three separate accounts of her son’s
death, each successive account changing in key details. The U.S. Army Criminal
Investigative Division (CID) and the Department of Defense Inspector General both have
ongoing investigations into the circumstances of Ryan’s death. In addition, Ryan’s
family has filed a civil lawsuit against KBR, Inc.

The U.S. Army CID closed an initial investigation into Ryan’s death on June 11, 2008,
without filing any charges. However, it reopened the lnvest:on on August 29, 2008.
On December 16, 2008 a U.S. Army CID investigator emailed i

that the CID’s official classification of Ryan’s death had been changed from accidental
homicide to negligent homicide.
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has been told repeatedly that her son’s case would be closed
e with General Rodney Johnson, the CID Commanding

| receive an update on June 8, 2009. On this day, she

a CID Group Commander in Atlanta. He

informed her that the investigation is complete but that the Judge Advocates General are
bst;i} reviewing the mv@stlgauon for thoroughness, a claim that has been made to her
ore.

(Sl Was also informed that her efforts to reach out for addmonal information were
slowmg down the process because Army investigators would have to stop and respond to
old her that he could not provide a timeline for
the release of final findings for this investigation. i

ongoing lawsuit against KBR may be influencing the lack of Pentagon communications
with her on the status of Ryan's investigation.

I understand the need for thoroyghness and aliowing justice to fully work without undue
' now believes that the U.S. Anny and the

| has been a dogged advocate for all soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, to
ens:ln-t;s that no other mother be forced to endure what she has over the past eighteen
 months.

During our phone conversation in March, you agreed to provide me updates and
milestones in multiple Department of Defense investigations. 1 also asked to reccive a
timeline for completion of these various ongoing DOD investigations. Finally, I insisted
that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightness with the families of
those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and wives are
entitled to receive continuous updates and full inclusion in the investigative process as it
unfolds. They deserve nothing less

Accordingly, I now request that you provide a response on the status of Staff Sergeant
Ryan Maseth’s case, both in the context of the U.S. Army CID investigation and DOD
Inspector General investigation, and the expected timelines for their conclusion. Ryan
Maseth was tragically killed almost 18 months ago, and the investigations have dragged
on for almost that entire period of time. We as a nation owe his family an answer on
what happened. ﬁmaxkable dedication has inspired me to remain
involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all of the families who
have lost loved ones to electrocutions in Iraq. :

I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

vt Cawc-ai&\.

Robert P. Casey, Jr.
United States Senator
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June 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
Washington DC

Dear Secretary Gates:

Last weck I traveled to Russia to celebrate the opening of the Chemical Weapons Destmction Facility at
Shchuchye in the Kurgan Oblast. The facility was constructed by the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat
Reduction Program to eliminate the threats posed by a stockpile of nearly 2 million chemical weapons stored
there. The munitions were considered a severe threat given their lethality and portability. In 1999, a Russian
major at the facility took my picture holding a briefcase containing a single 85mm shell of VX nerve gas. The
gas in the shell would have been enough to kill tens of thousands of Americans.

The ceremony symbolized U.S.-Russian nonproliferation cooperation and the success we have achieved
in responding to common threats. The facility is testament to the progress possible in areas essential to our
common interests. I am hopeful that it represents an encouraging sign for future nonproliferation endeavors and
progress on finding agreement to extend the START Treaty and other arms control endeavors.

I have assembled a few papers and articles which provide a good summary of the project and its place in
our overall effort to destroy weapons of mass destruction through the Nunn-Lugar and related programs.

If the Administration is to succeed in reaching the nonproliferation goals President Obama set in his
speech at Prague, Nunn-Lugar must be expanded geographically, updated in form and function and supported as
an active tool of foreign policy. The program must be less cumbersome and bureaucratic and more agile,
flexible, and responsive to ensure timely contributions across a larger number of countries. I look forward to
working with you as we move forward in these important areas.

Smcerely,

%«V/? %«/

Richard G. Lugar
‘Ranking Member

RGL/kmk
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Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

As the Nuclear Posture Review process gears up and begins to inform negotiations for a new
arms control treaty, I wanted to raise several points regarding our strategic nuclear deterrent
force.

First, you should know that I share the President’s view that we need to increase our attention to
arms control and cooperative threat reduction efforts. However, I also believe that we must
make absolutely certain that we do not make any destabilizing choices as we move down that
road. As the Strategic Posture Commission noted, preserving the nuclear triad becomes
increasingly important as our nuclear force is reduced. Given that, we must be certain that any
force reductions do not threaten the balance or long-term vitality of the triad.

For maximum flexibility and to preserve the option of recallability, we must maintain both the B-
52 and the B-2 as dual-mission, nuclear-capable weapons systems and invest in a next-generation
cruise missile. Major General Donald Alston, the Air Force’s point person on all things nuclear,
puts it very well when he points out that the bomber force “speaks with exquisite diction” ina
crisis environment. The very fact that B-52 deployments and operational flights are so visible
allows the President the flexibility to send precise messages to potential adversaries in times of
tension.

For maximum stability and responsiveness, we also must preserve the ICBM force at 450
missiles, preferably downloaded to a single warhead each. As General Larry Welch and others
have argued, our land-based nuclear force is the most stabilizing portion of our nuclear arsenal,
and it becomes even more so as total warhead numbers shrink, The dispersion and low warhead
loading of the ICBM force make a successful disarming attack nearly impossible. That deters
attack from near-peer competitors and dissuades future adversaries from building their nuclear
forces. It also eliminates the pressure to maintain a launch-on-warning posture.

You have rightfully made restoring discipline and confidence in nuclear surety a top priority. I
fear that cutting the ICBM force below 450 missiles would undermine that goal by making it
difficult to recruit and retain talented nuclear personnel, a top priority for the Air Force as it
works to prevent future mishaps.

0OSD 07035-09
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Considering that ICBMs can be downloaded to a single warhead and that the Russian force is
disproportionately land based, maintaining 450 missiles should not impossible to do, even under
relatively strict treaty obligations. Furthermore, given your commitment to keep defense costs
under control, I want to note that ICBMs come in at about one-third to one-fifth the annual
operating cost of the submarine-launched leg of the triad. What’s more, ICBM costs will be
stable for many years to come, while an extremely expensive replacement program for the Ohio-
class submarine is just about to begin.

As you and the President work to reduce our nuclear force to the smallest size possible consistent
with security needs, I feel very strongly that we must ensure that we do not take any steps that
would threaten the future of the triad or reduce overall stability. I appreciate you taking these
issues under careful consideration and would be grateful if you could keep me informed of the
Department and the Administration’s continued deliberations on these matters.

ficcla

United States Senate

cc: Gen James Jones (USMC, ret.)
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Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-7012

June 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary, Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 write today to bring to your attention again a transmission corridor in Nevada proposed
by the Department of Defense that could potentially benefit nearby renewable energy projects, as
well as the local community, and possibly decrease the Department’s costs of adding new
transmission capacity. I request that the DOD consider taking this opportunity to utilize the
proposed Military Powerline Corridor on the eastern side of the Nellis Test and Training Range

“ for the desired Military purposes as well as to facilitate the development of renewable energy -

resources.

The DOD has asked the Lincoln County Power District for 10 MW of new service, which
would require the current transmission to be upgraded with a 1-circuit 138 kV line. This upgrade
would be adequate to serve only Defense purposes. However, finther expanding the capacity of

. the Hine, at the cost of the non-military users, could benefit the Military, help the local power
district with its long term planning, and facilitate the devek)pment of hundreds - potentially

thousands — of megawatts of clean solar energy.

To serve demand in southern Nevada and California, any renewable energy project will
require access to adequate transmission capacity to deliver power to the market. By cooperating
with the local stakeholders, DOD’s proposed corridor could be utilized for both military and
non-military energy transmission capacity, thereby enjoying both cost benefits and
environmental benefits from avoiding the almost certain need to build additional structures in the
future to serve the same general area.

1 strongly urge that the advantages to the local community and other potential consumers
of clean energy from nearby projects be carefully considered in making your decision, which I

hope will come soon.

1 greatly appreciate your attention to this matter, If I can be of any assistance, please do
not hesitate to contact me, or have your staff contact Bob Herbert, Chris Miller or Alex
McDonough of my staff at (202) 224-3542.

Senate Majority Leader

OSD 07062-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary

Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300
Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing you to express serious concern over the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR)
facilities at Joint Base Balad, Iraq. While these resources are designed to allow service members
to communicate with their families, my constituents stetioned at the base routinely experience
difficulties, .

According to their accounts, the U.S. tex payer-funded resources and computers are occupied for
lengthy periods of time by non-military personnel. The presence of these individuals
monopolizing these limited resources results in soldiers avoiding the computer stations
altogether.

With the pending activation of the 41" Brigade Combat Team, Oregon is facing its largest
deployment since World War II. I am extremely concemed at the obstacles our soldiers face in
staying in contact with their families on lengthy deployments far from home, in Balad and
throughout the region. To impede communication between service members and families is an
injustice to those who serve and also negatively affects morale. I urge you to ensure that MWR
facilites are used for their intended purposes and that our brave men and women are able to
communicate with their families.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and your concern for the health of the brave
men and women that serve our country. I look forward to working with you to resolve this
matter in the future,

Sincerely, -

Ron Wyden

United States Senator
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Last May after discussing this matter with you, I forwarded a request
for the Defense Department to evaluate the cost of proceeding with a
competitive split buy on the tanker program. Yesterday I received a
response from Undersecretary of Defense, Acquisition, Technology, and
Logistics, Mr. Ashton Carter, which failed to respond to the fundamental
question posed in my inquiry.

Secretary Carter’s response indicated that the Defense Department is
unable to assess a competitive split buy in which the Air Force would
compete the award of tankers annually. While this dual source approach has
been used successfully in the past by the Defense Department in the
acquisition of many systems in which there are two competing
manufacturers, the response in this case has been that DoD is unable to.
evaluate this proposal.

This response is completely unacceptable to me as it should be to you.
If the Defense Department is unable to evaluate the cost and/or benefit of
this approach then how can you or the Congress be confident that the award
to one manufacturer represents the best value to the taxpayer?



The Honorable Robert Gates
June 26, 2009
Page 2

I remain concerned that the current plan by the Defense Department
will purchase tankers too slowly, Under this plan the nation will be relying
on tankers that are more than 50 years old for far too long. Moreover,
recognizing the past failures of the current acquisition strategy many believe
that continuing down this path sets us on a course of a near guarantee of
litigation and continued delay. You and I agree that it is critical that we get
on with the tanker replacement program.

Mr. Secretary, I am not convinced that the current acquisition strategy
is the best one. Nor am I convinced that an annual competition will generate
sufficient savings to merit its selection. However, if the Department is
unable to provide a useful cost comparison I am not sure how any of us can
be sure we are on the right track.

Sincerely,

Daniel K. InOyye
Chairman
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June 17, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Gates:

Thank you for your continued service to our country and your tireless support to national
defense during this time of war. 1 share your desire to make certain that our troops are equipped
with protective gear that provides whatever margins of safety possible.

I am writing to request information involving your annual review of the Sections 807 and
829 Exceptions to the Berry Amendment with regards to para-amarid fibers and fire resistant
rayon fibers. Specifically I am looking for the rationale and underlying data that the DOD used
to determine that domestic manufacturers could not produce these materials at a competitive cost
compared to foreign sources.

Further, has the department ever issued a determination or finding that the domestic
market lacks sufficient products that could perform the functions desired by DOD or that a lack
of competition from alternative domestic products exists in the domestic market such that DOD
is disadvantaged through adherence to the Berry Amendment?

1 appreciate you and your staff for looking into this issue for me and I look forward to
continued work towards national defense and taking care of our troops.

Sincerely,

A7

DeMint
U.S. Senator

OSD 07123-09
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Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DG 20510
June 29, 2009
The Honorable Bardck H. Obama
President
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington D.C. 20500
Dear Mt. President:

We are writing in regard to your upcoming visit to the Russian Federation and your meeiing with
President Medvedev.

As you atiempt to set a new tone with the Russians, we believe there are issues of common
interest, but we also believe it is crucial that you vigorously defend the values that have been the
comerstone of free markets and free societies. At a minimum, bélow are three key issues we
believe you must raise.

First, with the coming expiration of the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty, there is little time to
complete negotiations. However, the United States must not concede key issues in exchange for
expediency. One specific point is the linkage Russian leaders have made between the United
States abandoning missile defense and reducing nuclear weapons.

There should be no quid pro quo between deploying defensive capabilities like missile defense
and the reduction of offensive nuclear weapons cither in a treaty or through separate agreements.
This is essential to our close Czech and Polish allies and a key factor in the placemerit of the
“third site.”

Second, during her confirmation process before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
Secretary Clinton said that the United States “cannot accept (he notion that Russia has a special
say over the future of its independent neighbors.” Whether it is Georgia, Ukraine, Estonia, or
other neighbors, Russia aggressively exerts a “special say” over-its neighbors. However,
undermining UN peacekeeping operations or the European Union’s Monitoring Mission in
Georgia, waging economic warfare with energy during the winter, and conducting cyberattacks
are not the actions of & proud and constructive nation.

It is important President Medvedev understands that the United States strongly supports the
independence arid self determination of all the former Soviet Republics. As a Senator, you
cosponsored a number of resolutions on the ascension of Ukraine and Georgia into NATO, and
we hope you will specifically reaffirm this support with President Medvedev.

Finally, as you know, the interests of the Russian people and the Russian elites are not always
the same. It is important that you seriously address issues like corruption and the rule of law,

OSD 07‘87-09

OO MG RAm



and also take time to visit with members of the opposition and civil society, especially those
leaders who are not closely associated with the Kremlin.

There are many tough, but important issues in the relationship between the United States and
Russia. It is imperative that the words you deliver in Moscow are well received in the capitals of
our close friends and allies in Eastern Europe and elsewhere.

We wish you the best of luck on your upcoming trip, and look forward to working together to

ensure success in U.S.-Russia relations upon your return.

Jon Kyl

Sincerely,

CC: The Honorable Hilary R. Clinton
Secretary of State
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
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The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
‘Washington, DC 20500-0005
Dear Mr. President:

I am writing to report on my trip these past few days to Warsaw, Poland, where I met with senior
government officials, parliamentarians, and representatives of non-governmental organizations,
as well as officials from the U.S. Department of State assigned to Poland and servicemembers
from the U.S. Department of Defense assigned to the European Command (EUCOM). The
impetus of the trip was missile defense against the potential threat from Iran and the role of the
United States, Russia, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with regard to missile
defense.

I understand that you will be in Moscow on July 6-8, 2009, to meet with Russian President

Dmitry Medvedev and that your talks will focus on working toward an agreement to replace the

1991 Swategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) before it expires on December 5. Both the

Russian President and Prime Minister have linked the relationship between offensive and

gefensive weapons, suggesting interrelated negotiations with respect to START and missile
efense.

The Polish officials with whom I spoke repeatedly expressed concerns to me that the European
site for missile defense, ten interceptors in Poland and an X-band radar in the Czech Republie,
would be abandoned in bilateral negotiations with the Russians. As you have noted, the planned
European missile defense system is limited in scope to defend the United States and our allies
agamlst the rising and continuing threat posed by Iran, and poses no threat to Russia's strategic
missiles,

In addition, these Polish officials consistently impressed upon me their desire to be treated as full
partners and equals by the United States and NATO. They stated that agreeing to the proposed
placement of missile interceptors in Poland was a weighty decision and that they ultimately
would agree to the placement in order to be an active partmer in providing for the security of the
U.S. and Europe. They further discussed the matter of the deployment of a Patriot battery in
Poland, noting that their understanding was that the Patriot would be an operational battery and
not just a training battery. With regard to the Patriot, it is my belief the Poles would be amenable
to having a Patriot in any form from the onset of deployment, but would also seek to —after
training - having multiple operational batteries on their soil. These officials were clear that they
would welcome the presence of U.S. troops in Poland, regardless of form.
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Finally, the Poles impressed upon me the importance of the United States fulfilling what they
believe to be our nation’s prior commitments to their country. Should the U.S. fail to follow
through on what they believe to be America’s commitments, it will cut against our standing as a
faithful and reliable ally. Although the details of the European site are under review, it is my
belief that whatever determination is ultimately made as to the best strategic defense system, the
United States should engage the Poles and Czechs regarding such decisions.

In closing, Mr. President, 1 am optimistic that through your leadership, the multilateral
negotiations regarding the European missile defense system will move forward. It is my belief
that an effective missile defense system in Europe could unite the United States, our NATO
allics, and Russia in cooperative strategic defense against threats from rogue nations.

! would welcome the opportunity to discuss any of these matters with you. I wish you a safe
jom:ﬁ:y and look forward to what I know will be positive negotiations for the United States and
our allies.

ed States Senator

EBN:ajp

cc:  The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense
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July 6, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates SSCI# 2009-2703
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

As Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, I was
concerned to read the enclosed op-ed by defense attorney Barry Wingard in the
Washington Post (“No Justice Today at Guantanamo,” July 1, 2009). Irequest
that you look into the allegations of how detainees are treated by prison guards at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Mr. Wingard, who represents Kuwaiti detainee Fayiz Mohammed Ahmed al-
Kandari, alleges that military guards have created an “Immediate Reaction Force”
to punish even minor infractions by conducting unnecessary “bruising cell
extractions.” He also writes that slurs and “petty persecutions” by guards are on
the rise since President Obama pledged to close the prison. Furthermore, Mr.
Wingard says his client has told him that guards who have typically shown respect
for the prisoners have been warned to stop their interactions with detainees. On the
other hand, according to Mr. Kandari, a few guards who have been more
aggressive toward the prisoners have been promising detainees “a farewell to
remember.”

Given the history of abuse of detainees at Guantanamo in the past, the
allegations raised by Mr. Wingard are especially concerning. I ask that you '
investigate these claims and provide the Intelligence Committee with your findings
before August 7, 2009. Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.

OSD 07567-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington. DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

The Subcommittee on Federal Financial Management, Government Information, Iederal
Services, and Intemational Security (“the Subcommittee™) of the Senatc Commitiee on
llomeland Security and Governmental Affairs is investigating how the Department _of Defense
(DoD) awards congressionally dirccled earmarks. and the value of the resulting projects. In
(urtheraaee of the Subcommittee's investigation. no later than July 31. 2009, please have DoD
provide the information requested in Antachment A for the FY2008 Department of Defense
Appropriations Act earmarks idemified in Arachment B.

Upon completion of the document production. Dol should submit a writien cenification, signed
by the appropriate officer. stating that: (1) a diligent search has been completed of all documents
in DoD's posscssion. custody. or contrul which reasonably could contain responsive documents;
and (2) al) documents located during the search that are responsive have been produced or
identified in a privilege log.

1f you have any questions, please let us know or have your stafl immediately call both Velvet
Johnson of the majority staff at (202) 224-6579 and Bryan Parker of the minority staff a1 (202)

224-8265.
Sincerely, ,
Thomas Carper John 8. McCain
Chairman , Ranking Member

OSD 07868-09
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The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary

Department of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1400
Dear Secretary Gates,

I am concerned about the ability of the Air National Guard (ANG) to perform its critical
domestic Incident Awareness and Assessment (IAA)/Intelligence, Surveillance and "
Reconnaissance (ISR) mission as a result of the transfer of six of its eleven ANG RC-26
aircraft to support Overseas Contingency Operations. Thése transfers, combined with
routine maintenance and upgrade requirements, have reduced the number of available
aircraft in the continental United States to as few as-one operational aircraft at times.
Additionally, the high operations tempo of overseas deployments has adversely affected
crew availability.

It is:distressing to learn that the capacity of the ANG to support its law enforcement,
counter narcotics, weapons of mass destruction response;search and rescue, bordér and
maritime security and National Security Special Events missions has been degraded, in
some cases by as muchi.as ninety-five percent, due to.these transfers. ‘These missions are -
no less important to the contmmng safety and well bemg of the u. S populauon than are
the overseas mlhtary rmssxons to defeat terrorlst threats L : : :

I understand that the transfer of the ANG alrcraft has been classﬂied as an endurlng
requirement in support of the battlefield IAA/ISR mission. This suggests that the
population of the United States will remain at risk until the ANG IAA/ISR capability is
restored.

In order to address this vulnerability, I am requesting that your office, in consultation with
the Office of the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security, develop a formal
plan to restore the aircraft and equipment necessary to fully meet the Air National
Guard’s domestic IAA/ISR mission. This program plan, when executed, should enable -
support to a wide range of domestic missions and this capability should remain available
for the numerous missions defined in the Air Force Irregular Warfare CONOPS and other

manned IAA/ISR taskings in the event of an unforeseen emergency. 0821309
T
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Until this need is met, I remain concerned that in supporting the transfers_, you have
removed assets vital to our domestic security. I hope that you will share in my concern
and act promptly to address this situation.

With kind regards, [ am

Sincerely yours,

RCB:mgm

CC: The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528



