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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6050 

February 2, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 358, Ensuring Safe Facilities and Equipment 
for American Troops Overseas Act, to ensure the safety of members of the United States 
Anned Forces while using expeditionary facilities, infrastructure, and equipment 
supporting United States military operations overseas. I am forwarding this legislation to 
you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

Si erely., 0_ . · 
/~ 

Car Levin 
Chairman 
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Robert M. Gates 
Seoretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Pentqon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20Slo-3703 
February 2, 2009 

SPECW. COIMJIBON AllltG 
IEI.KTCCMPilii&Oit ~ 

COMimll ON PittiiNC! 

I am writing to exprea my pe concern over the appuent widapread use ofbum pita for waste 
diaponl throughout Iraq mel Afghmistm. I have been informed by a oonstitueDt that his rwltltive 
servin& in Afghanistan is experiencina health symptoms related to smoke exposure from a. bum pit that 
neighbors his base. The unregulated pretODce of these sites has endangerecl the health and welt-beina of 
Ameriwt and allied soldiers 18 wen as civilians, and will undoubtedly leave environmental scm in the 
areas we ourrontly occupy. 

I believe the problems exhibited and widely reported at Balad are indicative of a much larger problem. 
With &ppJ:Oximately ll million pounds ofhazudous waste in Iraq ~~~ it is eQUy imqiuablo that 
unregulud, unmonitoRd burn pits may be aft'cctiq & large percentage of ~~'.i.e· !DlDliiiD1:aa_ 
cieployed to Iraq 111d Afghanistan post-9/11. Air Force Lieuteniml Colonel (b)(S) a 
surgeon previooaly deployed to Ba1ad, stated that everyo1111 at tho bue had a memo p m m 
medical fila in fall 2007 notins they had been exposed to the bum pit's fumes. I'm encouraged by this 
aclcnowleclgement of health risks uaociated with bum pita, but bcliln'O the Depertment ofDcfcmc muat 
do more. 

I fear that little Is beiq done to address tho iDue on a broad scale. TU Mllitary Times recently zeported 
that the bum pit in Balad is the only cUsposal site to be .specifically teated, lllCl the reportl from my 
constituents aussest that this problem is not isolaWd to one location. Soldiera that will be deployed in 
these areas in the futuro, servicemembm that may have &eparated from tho IWYice or others that have 
returned home may be potentially affected by bum pits and should be provided with proper education, 
helltb care, and resources as soon u possible. 

I believe that transparency in this issue will help alleviate th~ concems of deployed per~onnel and the 
American public. Thank you for your consideration oftheae 1:CCJUCS18 and your concern for the health of 
the brave men and women that serve our country. I look forward to v.wkiq with you to reaolve this 
matter in the Mure. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Uniml Statel Senator 
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~luiteh ~bdts £>ettate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 2, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Mike Mullen 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We appreciate the directed focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through 
recent directives, personnel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we 
asked you to look at the issue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution 
of equipment for the National Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the 
Department's effom to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the 
reserve components trom actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories. 

We have received·a number of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and, tater, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition, 
Technology and Logistics. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department 
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve 
equipment. 

Given its constitutional authority and paramount responsibility to the American peopJe, Congress 
has a deep interest in full financial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that 

· provides ttansparcD(:y and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key 
recommendation of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that 
that the Departnient of Defense acknowledges the need for con-ective action. 

We would appreciate an update on the Department•s plans to ensure greater accountability for 
National Guard and Reserve equipment In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating 
the viability of such proposals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the 
Services' annual procurement requests or Congress creating a separate appropriation for National 
Guard and Reserve equipment requirements. 

Thank you again for recognizing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress 
toward a sensible resolution. · 

~LEM~ 
Co-Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 

CHRISTOPHER S. BOND 
Co--Chair 
U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus 
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T .. Hoaonble Robert CalM ••d Admiral M1b M•ne. 
Pap-2 
Slpte•ber 26. 2001 

A strong and robustly equipped operational reserve for= is what tbe American people expect 
and desente. We look forward to \\'Orking with you to ensure we-n:solve this important issue. 

Thank you very much for your pcrsonalldtention to and support for the National Ouard and 
Reserve. 

~K~ 
U.S. Senator 
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'tinitrd ~tatcs £'cnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20&10-4605 

WAsHINGTON OFFICE: 
W~HUffi10f't, DC 1.051~ 

I~Dll274-<1~ 

.IOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTH February 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

I am writing with regard to a November 21, 2008. letter to you that 1 co-signed with 56 other U.S. 
Senators expressing our concerns over the new TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system (OPPS) 
rule. 1 have not received a reply to tbat co.rrespondence, but in accordance with the Obama 
administration's new Regulatory Review guidance. 1 request that you extend the fin.aJ regulation's 
effective date by 60 days and reQPCn it for:public comment. 

The reliability and validity of the data used by·the Department of Defense (DoD) and its 
economic impact methodology. have been challenged by ·health-care professionals. If a more effective 
and extended transition is not adopted to impl<:m~nt the new rule. many ofour TRICARE benefteiaries ~n 
Virginia will experience a significant disruption in services. 

In its final rule, the DoD estimated that TRfCARE hospital outpatient revenue will decline by 
$598 million, or 25 percent, in the first year. This estimate is nearly seven tm.es DoD's original estimate 
of $81 million as noted in the proposed rule. This discrepancy is not adequately explained in the final 
rule. Of note, the proposed rule's estimated impact fell below the $100 million threshold necessary for 
the rule to be deemed ''economically significant." Had the impact exceeded this threshold, a more 
thorough analysis would have been required under the Congressional Review Act. Clearly, DoD's 
revised estimate of the decline in hospital outpatient revenue shows that a thorough review is needed 
before the new rule is implemented. 

1 recognize that DoD is required by law to make changes in the way TRICARE pays hospitals for 
the outpatient care they provide to our military and that it must conform to Medicare "to the extent 
practicable." I strongly beHeve, however, that these changes should be implemented with a much more 
effective transition. ln 1996, DoD implemented a IS percent stop-loss transition for physicians to .bring 
TRICARE payments in line with Medicare payments. I encourage DoD to consider an identical 
transition for network hospitals. Cutting TRJCARE hospital outpatient payments abruptly by 25 percent 
is unreasonable and without precedent. 

In light of these deficiencies, 1 strongly urge you to review the final regulation regarding 
TRICARE payments for hospital outpatient services and re-open the rule-making process. Thank you for 
your consideration of my views on this matter. 

Sincerely. 

~~ 
ebb 
States Senator 

OSD 01221-09 
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
CAUFORNIA • 

~nittb ,.tate~ ~enate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-Q504 

http :llfelnstein.181181e.p 
February 4, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

SELECT COMNITTE!i ON ltnELL.IGBICE - CHAIRMAN 
OOfAfT1EE ON APPAOPRIATIOHS 
co,..,e.E ON lH&.U)tCIAR't 
COI&Irn££ ON RLUS AND ADMINISTRATION 

Recently, it has come to my attention that there are allegations of Bush 
Administration political appointees who have been improperly converted to career positions 
within the Department of Defense. Specifically, that two political positions were converted 
to career positions within the DOD's Office of Detainee Affairs, and that Bush 
Administration political appointees within that office assumed those career positions. 

Allegations of improper "burrowing'' of political appointees to career. positions are 
concerning to me. This is especially disconcerting within the Office of Detainee Affairs due 
to the nature of the policy recommendations that office provides regarding Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. President Obama has decisively set a new course on detainee policy by issuing the 
executive order to close the Guantanamo Bay detention facility. 

Accordingly, I ask that you immediately review the circumstances behind the 
conversion of these positions and the hiring of any former Bush Administration appointees as 
career or temporary officials within the Office of Detainee Affairs. I wouJd like to know 
whether Bush Administration appointees were converted to career or temporary 
appointments in that office. If this has occurred, when were these appointments made, and 
were they done pmsuant to a competitive and publicly open hiring process subject to aU 
applicable Office of Personnel Management regulations? Finally, ifimproper burrowing of 
political appointees has happened within the Office of Detainee Affairs, how and when will 
this will be corrected? 

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your prompt response. 

Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

212 



The J:ioootable Robert Gates 
&:cretary.QfPef~~e- - ... -
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingt~ ;D.C: 2030 l-JOOO 
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tinittd .f'm.tts fjtnatt 
cp~:;QN ·ARMf'o-sf:iWJcy.S, 
WAsfUNGT01\t, :oc:2os,.-~ 

February :2, 2009 

Thank-you f()f'yo1n letter o.f Jan~ary 27, regatdiritfthe· D~~m-ene·s use,· gf. 
retired militacy officers as "'8urtogate8'! to make_ the former Adtrtirii&tratiQn's:case 
ituhe m:edia.. As yoU: indi:cate in·your l~r, the-Inspect()r :Gener~l foun.d no·- -
improper-or lJJegal : activiti~- ontheJ)S.rt of the· Departm.ent:'-s. Publi~ Affairs. 
personnel-and· concluded, that information brie:fit)g$ provided to -reti.r«finili~ry 
officers-did not violate· legal.prohibitions against ihe .u.~e -Of appropriated funds;Jor 
publicity or propaganda purposes. -

H.oweveJ."~ the:Insjlector Gtmenll a,l$c;i f(lund :thP.t'tb¢.].':)e__partm~nt eX;cluded -a 
retired General-from further participation iii the prograril because ofhis :c<lrnments 
-critical:o.r~e conduct of.the.l-raq war. The report also confirms that :a .~nior DOD 
_PubliQ. Affajig c,fficia.~ s.etrt ·art e-mail urgjng the Departm.entto ~ultivatce .a oore 
group o'f"~liably friendly"· retired tt~iiitary :arialysts ''that we can .~unt.on to· earry 
·our water~~~ I do no~ think :it_._sbotUd be accep~b't~ for f)()D officiais--to- cut off 
outside commentators: who eicpress -odtic.al-opirtio:ns, or to. ~e :ace:ess to 
informati()n-to reward _political-allies in- the pr~ss. 1 f.thi:s _conduct ls .not illegal c>r 
improper ~nder· exiSting law.or regu]atit:ms,. I· believe .thanhose-;i:aws and 
tegtdationS-ne.ec:Lto.be changed. I would app_rechittdf.you would review the 
applicable Jaws and reaulations and get 1:»\ckto-Jne w~th yo~t v~e~. 

· Alsb,_wbile the report finds insUfficient eVid~nce ·tQ deterrnimfthat ~ 
~Ontrcl6~e!t received'a:co.mp~titiv~ -advantage as a:-result Qf..its: ti¢8 to tetired military· 
analystS~ -the~ .r~port_ faH.s to :assess whether· the re~ired m-i ~itary analysts-themselves 
-obtaineiHinanciat b~n-efits ·from contractQFS ·as· a result tiftheir faVQrable .access.to 
000: information: and officials. the report alsQ·,c.onclude$ tbadt was app.toprla,~ .. 
fer the D~parin:tent to employ a contractor to ensure. that the C.omro~ta.ey of retired 

OSD 01226-09 
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military analysts "reflected accurate information." However, the purpose of the 
contract, as detailed in the report, was not to determine whether the commentary 
was "accurate'\ but rather whether it was favorable - i.e., to determine "how 
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by 
its spokespeople and other representatives)." The report fails to assess whether it 
was appropriate to hire an outside contractor to determine which analysts were 
most supponive of Administration views. 

I would appreciate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an 
additional review and analysis to address these issues. 

Thank you for your attention to this important matter. , 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-LOOO 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 2, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Joseph I. Lieberman plans to travel to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and 
Israel during the period February 14-22, 2009. Senator Lieberman will be accompanied 
by Vance Serchuk. and Christopher Griffm, .his personal staffers designated to the Senate 
Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Army could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

mnittd ~tatcs ~tnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051~6050 

February 2, 2009 

On January 21,2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans to Germany 
and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff during the period February 
5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously indicated, Senators 
Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation to the annual 
Munich Security Conference in Munich~ Germany. 

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military 
aircraft with CODEL LIEBERMAN individuals not belonging to Congress or its staff, but who 
are part of the United States' delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. 
Government on a cost-reimbursable basis. A list of these individuals is attached to this letter. 

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference. 

Enclosure 

~rrzy:~ 
C~n 
Chairman 

1-09 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nitro ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 3, 2009 

On January 21 and February 2, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans 
to Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff during the 
period February 5-8. 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously 
indicated, Senators Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation 
to the annual Munich Security Conference in Munich, Gennany. 

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military 
aircraft with CO DEL LIEBERMAN the following 2 individuals ·who are also part of the United 
States' delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. Government on a 
cost-reimbursable basis: 

Max Boot 
Bob Woodward 

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference. 

ly,~ 

Levin 
Chairman 

lllllillllll 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYAO, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPI< I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NE!!RASKA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILl, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS. ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOF£, OKLAHOMA 
JEff SESSIONS. AUIIIAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRN<AM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUlH DAKOTA 
MEl MART1NEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSI~ 
RICHARD BURR. NORlH CAROLINA 
DAVID VI'TlER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD 0. DEBOEIES, STAFF OIAECTOA 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 5, 2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letter of February 2, 2009 concerning the 
travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance Serchuck and 
Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14--22. 

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman has added Jordan (from February 18-19) 
to his itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

[i~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 

OSD 01434-09 
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CARL LEVI~. M I(.HIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EOWARD M . KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. B~D. WEST 11111GINIA 
JOSEPH I LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACI< REED. RHOOE ISlAND 
DANIIOL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOUR.I 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAY A. HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN Mr.CAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE. OKtA>iOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
LINDSfV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROliNA 
JOHN TJ.IUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARnNEz. FLORIDA 
ROGER f . WICKER. M ISSISSIPPI 
RICI-IAAO BURR .. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VTTIER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. O.BOOES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, RErUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

1anitcd ~tatcs ~cnatc 
COMMilTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 10,2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letters of February 2, 3 and 5, 2009 
concerning the travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance 
Serchuck and Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22, 2009. 

Please be advised that Senator Liebennan will now be returning on February 23 
vice February 22. In addition, Mrs. Hadassah Lieberman will now be accompanying the 
Senator for protocol purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. In addition, 
Senator Lieberman, Mrs. Liebennan and Senator Lieberman's two staff members, Vance 
Serchuk and Christopher Griffm, will now be traveling from Egypt to Israel via military 
air because no commercial flights are available. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

' 

OSD 01435-09 . 
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CAAL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, c~AIRMAN 

EDWAAD M . KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BV!lD, mST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LII'BERMAN, CDNNECTlCUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASI<A 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JU.. WEBB, VIRGINIIA 
cu.JRE ~ASXIU, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAV R HAGAN, NORTH CAAOI.INA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARlZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFf. OKLAHOMA 
JEFP SESSIONS, AI.A8AMA 
SAXBV CH>\M8USS, GEORGIA 
UN(ISEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL IAARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
Rlci'ARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID \11TTER.LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0 . D<BOBES, STAff DIRECTOR 
JOSEI'tl W. BOWAB, REPUIILICAN STAff DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 4, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for the following Committee on Armed Services 
staff members to travel via government vehicle to Charlottesville, Virginia from February 
19-20, 2009: 

Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director 
Pablo E. Carrillo, Minority Investigative Counsel 

Ilona R. Cohen, Counsel 
Madelyn R. Creedon, Counsel 

Jonathan D. Clark, Counsel 
Gabriella Eisen, Counsel 

Mark R. Jacobson, Professional Staff Member 
Gary Leeling, Counsel 

Peter K. Levine, General Counsel 
William G.P. Monahan, Counsel 

David M. Morriss, Minority Counsel 
Russell L. Shaffer, Counsel 

Richard F. Walsh, Minority Counsel 

The purpose of their trip will be to attend the 2009 Congressional Staff Legal 
Orientation Course at the U.S. Army Judge Advocate Legal Center and School. It is 
requested that the Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Chairman 

OSD 01440-09 
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CAlli. LEVIN. MICHIGAN. CIIAIAMAN 

EDWAI!O M. ltliNNEO'II. MASSACIIIJKT'IS 
ROIIEJIT C. IMID, WEST VIRGINIA 
.JOSEPH I. UEIERMAN, CONIIE(;JICIJT 
JN;I( REED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K.I4UJI.A, HAWAII 
BILL .. ELSON, FLOIIIDA 
I . BINJAAIIN NELSON. NUAASICA 
EVAHBAVH,-
JIM WUIB. V1RiliNIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILl. MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLOAADO 
KAY R. HAGAN. NOATH CAIIOLINA 
MARK 8EGICH. ALASt<A 
ROLAND W. BURRIS. IWI'IOIIi 

JOHN loloCAIN •. AIItZONA 
JAtoES M . INHOFE, Ola..AHOMA 
JEFf llt:SSIONS. ~BAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBUSS. GEORGIA 
LINDSCY GRAHAM, SOVTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTli DAKOTA 
ME. MAR11N!Z. FI.OIUO.II 
ROGER F. WICKER. MIS$!SSIPPI 
IIICIWIO BURR. NORTH c:A110UNA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUS,.N M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICMAIIDD. DI80BES. STAR DIRECTOR 
J08ePH W. BOWAB. REPUBI.ICAH liTAfF DIIIKTQR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitm ~tatrs £'matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 4, 2009 

Enclosed hereWith are copies of S. 370, to prohibit the use of funds to transfer 
detainees of the United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to any facility in 
the United States or to construct any facility for such detainees in the United States, and 
for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Conunittee the reconunendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

\[~ 
Carl Levin 
Cbainnan 
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HononJble Robert M. Gates 
S~ofDcf~ 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washin~ :pc 20301 

Honorable EricK. Shinseki· 
Sect'CW,y ofV eterans Affairs 
s10 vermont Ave. · · 
Washingtbt\ DC 20420 

COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AfFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February tO, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki, 

We are writing to rcqp.est: that you convene the DoDN A .Senior Oversight: Committee 
(SOC), ~a:use we ~·vety c.ooo.emed.about the recent reports of in~ed :suicides among 
active duty servicemembers. Between 1995 and 2007, there have been over 2,200 suicides 
among·activ~ duty servicemembcrs. 

Such loss is u.nareeptable if there is any measure till¢ -e.an be taken to reduce it We 
req~st th~~ you )neet aa soon as possible to ensure that both:tbe resoUrces of the Department of 
Defense;ao.d the Department .of Veterans Affiiirs are bt.ough~ to bear on this problm.. The SOC 
should move islune<,iiately to detertninewbether deficl:Cilieies ex~: m the way potential military 
personnel are screened, or m tbe·diagnosiS ·or treatment of activt: duty servicemembers who are 
suffering from psychological. problems. 

We believe that cm1venirtg 'the .soc· io look specifically at suicide .prevention i~J a tim 
and necessary step in· a ooordinatCd effort. · 

d *'~·· ~L·,·._:.·_ 
Daniel~ Akaka · 
Chairman 

Sincerely, 

Richat'd M. BU,~T 
Ranking Member 



COMMITIEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS tinittd ~tatts ~matt COMMrrrEE ON HEAllli, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

COMMITIEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITIEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

RANIONGME-
SuBCOMMITTl!E ON FEDeRAL FlooANCIAL MANAGEMENT, 

GOVEIINMENT INfORMATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 

Senator Tom Coburn, MD 
Russell Senate Office Building, Room 172 

Washington, DC 20510-3604 
Phone:202-224-5754 

RANKING MEM8ER 
SUBOOMMITTI!t! ON HUMAN RIGKTS 

AND THE lAW 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1300 

Secretary Gates, 

Fax: 202-224-6008 

February 13, 2009 

I am writing to you in regards to the TRlCARE Management Activity (TMA) Program 
Integrity (PI) Office, which is responsible for all anti-fraud activities worldwide for the Defense 
Health Program. I want to congratulate the agency for identifying over $50 million in TRICARE 
funds for recovery in 2006 and 2007. 

In order to ensure the most judicious use of anti-fraud and anti-waste funds, I am 
contacting you with concerns about the biennial conference that the TMA Program Integrity 
Office holds to educate employees, providers, and contractors on fraud, waste, abuse detection 
and investigation. According to Federal Business Opportunities solicitation number H94002-09-
Q-0006 posted February 3, 2009, the conference will be held in Nashville, Tennessee at the 
Opryland Hotel from April28 to May 1, 2009. 

Please provide answers to the following questions: 

• What is the estimated total cost of this year's fraud, waste, and abuse conference? 
Please list individual estimates for airfare, hotel, per diem, audio/visual support, and 
conference space leasing. 

• How many government workers and contractors are planning to attend this year's 
conference? 

• \\'"hat is the budget for tht: Office ·of Program Integrir;? Does funding for this 
conference come out of its budget? If not, what budget authority appropriates these 
funds? 

• Has anyone conducted an analysis of alternative methods of conveying this 
information such as videoteleconferences or site visits by the Office of Program 
Integrity? 

• How much training do TRICARE Management Agency employees receive outside of 
conferences such as this? 

• What is the annual salary ofthe average investigator at the Office of Program 
Integrity? 

3310 Moo-CoNTNIIENT TOWI!ft 
401 SoUTH BOSTON 

TULSA, OK 74103--4007 
PHONE; 91~1-7651 

100 NORTH 8IIOADWAY 
sum 1820 

0KUHOMA Cnv, OK 73102 
PHoNE: 405-231-4941 

www.ooburn.&enate.gov 

711 SW 0 Av...,u~ 
SUITE202 

LloWTON, OK 73501 
PHONE: !580-367-8878 



Additionally, please send a copy of the 2003,2005, and 2007 conference itineraries along 
with their estimated costs. Thank you for your attention to this request and for your efforts to 
combat fraud, waste and abuse at the Department of Defense. 

Sincerely, 

United States Senator 
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'1anitcd ,$tatcs rSrnntc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-6050 

February 13. 2009 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Re: Domestic Source Restrictions 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

I have advocated for fuJI and open competition in the defense industrial base for 
Department of Defense development and procurement programs, and maintain that statutory 
limits on competition produce suboptimal acquisition outcomes for the warfighter and taxpayer. 
I am aware that the Department has authorities to internally impose restrictions on competition, 
.in the interest of national security. 

Please provide me with the Department's general position on .statutory domestic source 
restrictions and briefly detail what authorities the Department has to impose agency-wide 
domestic source restrictions. · 

I look forward to your response. 

John McCain 
United States Senator 

CC: Mr. Gary Powell, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy (Acting) 

111m 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMA-N 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McOIN, ARIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VtAGINIA JAMES M. 1NHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECnCUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CH .. MBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K AKAKA. HAWAII LINDSEY G~AHAM, SOUTH CAROliNA 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA JOHN THU~E, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, N&:BRASKA MEL MARnNEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA ROGER F. VfjCKER. MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD B~RR, NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DA\IID VITTER.LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COlORADO SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE 
KAYA. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, AlASKA 
ROlAND W. BUARJS, llUNOlS 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES. STAFF ()jRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF I)IRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~rates ~cnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 10, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for two Armed Services Committee Professional 
Staff Members, Richard W. Fieldhouse and Dana W. White, to travel by commercial 
aircraft to Dayton, Ohio during the period February 19-20, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the National Air and Space Intelligence 
Center (NASI C) at Wright-Patterson AFB in order to receive intelligence briefings on 
ballistic missile threats and developments and to discuss related matters with NASIC 
analysts. It is requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned as the action 
agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 



RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD' 
WISI!ONSIN· 
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. The ~~(len~ . ::· . · ·· 
The WhiteHouse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW · 
Washington, DC 2050(): :. 

Dear Mr. Presi(Jent, 
. ' .. 

Fot many· years I have been deeply eoncemed about the ongQing criSis, in Somatifi .. 
and the :Potential fOr greater instability in the Hom of Africa,. as well as·the threat 
this situation poses to our national security. over the .last three years, 1 have 

. c<)nsistently wled On the executive branch to develop a comprehensive 
intemgency.strategy.toward :Somalia. In 2006, I wrote legislation, passed by. 
Congress,. requiring the administration to develop such a .strategy. However. 
despite these efforts, th~ previous administration maintam~d a disjointed .. and 
sh~rl·sigh.'ted approach.·toward Somalia tbat was counterproductive and ted. to 
in~ed, anti-Americ~.in tbe region. As a result, the situation in Somalia bas. · 
deterio~ undermining oUt- national security goals, including counterterrOrism: 

I was pleased to heal from Secretary Clinton and Ambassador:Rice at their 
~pectiv~ conf.iimati~ ~~~.they understand the strategW importance of · 
SQmaUa and that your adininistradon is..committed tod~veloping a comprehensive. · 
Strategy to &ddress·this crisis. I look forward to working. With the·State . · 
Depaitmerit 'in this regar4. Just as important, however; is the integr1lti'on of all our 
nati~ security resources, i~ludingthose of the Depa$eilt·ofDe(ense and the .. 
Intelligence ·CommUnity,' into one coherent strategy. Unf~ately, ,woil~ the 
legislation passed by Congress·requires an annual inte~gency strategy, tlie reports . 
PI'OVlded to Congress by·tlie ~ Adrililiistration addressed ~y diplomatiG 

.. activity. . · 

Ili f~,.lsent a cl~sified letter raiSing n.Dnerous questions: llbQut intet#g~CY 
· · cooidim.rtion .aJ)d strategy and ~ .. C$ting. that ~eSC issues be inCluded in classified . 
. annexes to the coDgresSiQDally· required report. The Bush Adffii.riis~on 
respo~ded. dnly by offering. disjointed and·incomplete briefings·. As you seek a ' 0 

· new ancl more effective way forwar~ I urge ·you ·to bring together .all. elements of 
.. tbe l].s: g~yemment in one.ooherentstrategy .and to do so ,in close coordination· 
· with ·CongresS. Iri tlult lt:Spect, Ilook forward to w~g :with yf;>ii Oil the . · · · · 
ct&SSifi~ as well as l1nela$Sified, elCJneuts. of a comprehensive sUaiegy tow~4 

. Somalla and the floin of Africa. · · · 
.. ' Q !1111111\M!N~ 
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• 

Tbe·n~ to develop· ·an~l ~pl~rnent jl neW appro~ is urgent. The successfu1 • . 
elec:iion of a ·~ president "y the TtansitiQnQl Federal Goverinrierit padiarn¢nt i$ ~ 
major. ~tep ~d. for.tfte {)jibQuti process and presents a significant:oppl)rt:uil,ity • 

.!believe expanded U,S .. s1Jpport forthls process mustbe.a:cetitral:componentof · 
. our strategy, and there exists a window dUring whibh high'-level, sustained u.s . . 
· engagement could ·help Som~ia ov~ine tbe·many challenges. to peace and 
stability. · · . 

I ·111et President Sheik Sharif during my visit to the region in December and he · 
eipressed his co.nlinitm!=Dt to an inclusive process to unite Somalia. EnC()uragillg · 
and helping him to deliver on that eXpressed commitment.:Will be crucial if the · 

· ... pro¢es,s is to d.fectively tr.anslate into security on the ground and lead to the 
development:ofa functional goveniiTlent and the rules of law. As you well Imo:w, . 
past attemptS to form a unitygoveimnent have fail~ .because they were 
perceiv~whether accurately or not--ilS favoring one clan or pOliti~ 
constituency o\rer others. · · · 

· · · Filially, lfwe are to sl.q)port the Djibouti prOCess and pursue an effective overall . , 
strategy ,•it :is eSS¢ntitd that. we. deal diree~ly with our cre{,libility deficit in Somidia, 

• -~ previ()us a®linistration's approach has spurred widespread public iesentment 
· and mistrUst tQwar:d J;be United .State~ which htts 1~ to inci'eased. suspicion about . 
: u.s: intentions •. This. mistrUst widermines .out ability to engage cOnstrUctively 

with djtferentparties. Duripg the.first mon~ ofyo\ar adminiStration,lbelieve . 
you have. a Uilique opportUnity to change this perception. . To· that en~ I ur_ge·you 

. to consider·Iiuilqng a pUblic~ unequivoCal statement that you W.tend to ·make a clear . 
· .. · break ft;om pastpoli¢ie$ ~ Sotitati~ I believe doing so could. make :a · · · 

·· ttemendollS impressiOn on ordinary Somalis and gr¢$tly .advance U.S; public·. 
• diplomacy· effOrts in the Hom· .of Africa ~d acro.ss ·the MU$llm .world. : . . 

· I appreciate yo'ur consideration oftbese suggestions-and more importantly, yo~ · 
'84ministratioit~s Commitment to address the ongoing crisis in Som81ia. .I look 
forward to working tOgether-te develop and pursue a comprehensive-interagency 

· strategy that brings stability to the regiorr and advances :U .S.long-tenn security . 
illterests. · · 

Sinceretyt 

· ·.L·~· ··~~-::. ··~-~- ~··· .. · . . . . .. . . 
. . . . . . . .. '' ' 

.. RQsseJ!D. Fclnsold·: ·• . ·.. . . . 
Uniied. SUJ.tes'Senator , 

. .. 
. .. 
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cc.: Th~ aoriorabie HiltEU:y Clinton 
S~ofState· · 

The H~Or&ble:Ro{)ert Gates .. 
"Secret .. =of Defense · . . . ary ... 

.. . .. 
= The H<Ulotabl~ DenniS Bhm .. 
ni~Ql': QfNWOitai iniem~ence • 
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CARL LEVI~. t.AICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSEns 
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLA~D 
DANIEL K. AKAKA HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASI(A 
EVAN BAYH, INOlANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. M ISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH.ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M.INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEl MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ADGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPI'I 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROllNA 
DAVID VlnEA. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0 . llEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBUCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretacy: 

itlnitro ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

Februacy 6, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 390, S. 390, to expand the authority of the 
Secretary of the Air Force to convey certain relocatab1e military housing units to Indian 
tribes located in Idaho and Nevada. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your 
review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

IIIII 



CARL LEVIN. MW:HIGAN, CI-IAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS JOMN McCAIN. ARIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECnCUT Ji:ff SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
J ... CK REED. RHODf ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AIW<A. HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
BILL NELSON, FLDRIIlA JOHN ~UNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASK" MEL MARnNEZ. FLORID ... 
EVAN BAYH. INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPP, 
JIM WUB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOURI DAVID VITIER. LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORAOO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH. ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURROS. ILLINOIS 

RICHARD 0. DEBDBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAff DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Bnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Belgium during the period 
March 20-22,2009. Mrs. Kitty Martinez will accompany Senator Martinez for protocol 
purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. Senator Martinez will be 
accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his personal staffer who has been designated to the 
Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefense in 
providing such transportation. including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN. CON"'ECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DA-NIEL K AKAKA, HAWAII 
81U. NELSON, FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
ev ... N BAYH, INDIAN ... 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE Mo<::ASKILL. MISSOURI 
MAAK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY R AAGAN, NORTH C...ROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOfE, ()l(lAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAM BUSS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROI.INA 
JOHN 1HUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEt. MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER,LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M . COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0 DeBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLIC6.N SiAFF OIAECTOfl 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitcd ~tatts ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 18, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Dana W. White, Professional StaffMember 
on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft to Kings 
Bay, Georgia on February 19, 2009. 

The purpose of her trip will be to visit Kings Bay in order to tour and receive 
briefmgs on the Trident submarine and refurbishing of the DG-5. It is requested that the 
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

=Iy,~ 

evm 
Chairman 



CARl lEVIN, MICHKiAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWAAO M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUS£1TS JOHN MCCAIN, ARI20NA 
ROilERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRG .. IA JAMES M. INHOI'E. OKLAHOMA 
JOS£PH I. LIEB£At.IAN. OONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
JACK REED. RHOO£ ISLAHD SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAM IN NELSON. NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSII'f'l 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTli CAROLINA 
CLAIRE McCASKill, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
M .. RK UDALL. COLOR .. DO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
K.Jo,Y R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W . BU,_Rts,ILLINOIS 

RICHARD 0. DEBOBES, STAFF OU:~I:CTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~cnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Michigan on February 19-20,2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and 
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive briefings on Army 
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

s·cerel~ 

1 Levin 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN. MK:HrGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M . KENNeDY. MASSACHUSETIS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, \VEST VIRGINIA 
JOS£Ptt I. LIEBERMAN. CONNECTICUT 
JACK MOED. RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
81U NElSON. FlORIDA 
IE. IIENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH,INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL COLOAADO 
KA V A. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS. ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, AR&ZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA 
liNDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROliNA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ, FlORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIAI\IA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD D. OEBOIIES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnittd ~tatts ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 13t 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Michael J. Noblet, 
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via 
commercial aircraft Michigan on February 17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research 
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive 
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the 
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

erellO, •·-. 
Levrr-

Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MtCHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWARD M. KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETIS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
R06ERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA JIIMES M . INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. UEBER MAN. COHNtCTICUT JEFF SESSIONS. AI..AI!AMA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAKBY CHAMIIIJSS, GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA. H"WI\II LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROliNA 
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BEhi.JAt.AIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MART!NU, FLORIDA 
EVAN 8AVH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROUNA 
Cf.AIRE 1\.lr.CASKILL. MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLliNS, MAINE 
KAY R, HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD D DeBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAB. REPUBliCAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMilTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051G-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Michigan during the period February 16~ 17, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip wi11 be to visit the Anny Tank-Automotive Research 
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive 
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the 
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

PM~ 
Chairman 

IIIII' 



CARL LEVIN, MICH IGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KeNNEDY, MASSACHUSEn5 JOHN UcCAJN. AfljZONA 
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M . INHOfE. OKlAHOMA 
JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECnCUT JEFF SESSIONS. ALABAMA 
JAO< REED. Rt<ODE ISlAND SAXBY CllAMIII.ISS, GEORGIA 
MNIEL K. AKAI<A. HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROliNA 
B1U NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FlORIDA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WI!:BB, VIRGINIA RICMAAD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
ClAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITIER, LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M . COLLINS, MAINE 
KAVA. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLANOW. BURRIS. ILLINOIS 

RICHARD D. D•BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitro ~tatcs ~roatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Lucian L. Niemeyer, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
Georgia during the period February 16-20, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit F arts McPherson, Stewart and Gordon in 
Georgia to review installation requirements, BRAC implementation efforts, and to 
receive briefings on local readiness issues. It is requested that the Department of the 
Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIAIMN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDV, MASSACHUSEITS 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINlA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBeRMAN, COO"'ECTICUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. A(AKA, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAAIIN NELSOr-1, NEBRASKA 
EVAN 8A VH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKill, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NOIHH CAROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILUNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE. Ot<l.AIIOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAXBY C>tAMBUSS, GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEl MARTINEZ, fLOR IDA 
RDGi:R F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BIJRR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VIITER, LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. O.BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ttnitro ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 13, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff 
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft 
New Jersey on February 19-20,2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and 
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Picatinny, New Jersey to receive briefings on Army 
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

t-09 
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CARL lEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

'EOWARO ..r.kfNNEDV, MASSACHUSETTS 
ROBERT C. B\'RD, WEST \ltRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LJ£BERMAN. CONNECnCUT 
JACK REED, RHODE ISlAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA.II 
SILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAM IN NELSON. ~EBRASKA 
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
ClAIRE McCASK1LL, MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL. COLORAOQ 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH l:AROUNA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
AOUIND W. BURRIS. ILUNOIS 

JOHN McCAIN. ARIZONA 
JAMES M. I~IHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AlABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GIIAHMI. SOUTM CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTM DAKOTA 
MEL MARnNE2. R.ORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER. MISS<SSIPPI 
RICHARD BlJRR. NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VInER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M, COLUNG, MAINE 

RICHARD D. DfBOBES. STAFF OIREClOR 
JOS~PH W. BOWAB, REPUBLiCAN STAFF C.IRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

CJ.anitro ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-,6050 

February 17,2009 

On February 13, 2009, I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans 
of Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff Member on the Senate Conunittee on Armed 
Services. 

Please be advised that the dates of travel have changed to February 18-19,2009. 

Your continued assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Enclosure 

s·=e~ 

arl Levin 
Chairman 



~R~SANCeRS 
~Tf;lit 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary'· of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C~ 2030h-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHiNGTON, DC 20510 

February 23~ 2009 

We. urge you to implement an.hnporumt program that addreSses a critical health need for . 
ournation's.military personn~J ~d th~ir families. The Department ofDeferl$e (DOD) 
should confonn ·to.the itttentofCongress and·establish a .comprehensive smOking 
~atipn benefit pro~. 

Development and Implementation of a comprehensive smoking cessation program was 
manda.tt!d by-dleNatiomil DefeliSeAuthorizati(}n Aetof2008 (PL-ll0-417). ru our 
nation works to improve preventive medicine-. we must ensure that members of our 
milit$:y and th~t fannlies *'atfo~-the _be:;t r;~re avliilaPle .. A~ tmaeted, ~~-yearts 
defense bill stipUlates that the-DOD establish a-smoldDg cessatirurprogtam w include 
-counseling..,wrlttenedueational materials aboutthe adverse.etrectlruftobacoo. use, a toll· 
free 24 ho~ .. quit" hotline, and access to 'tobaeeo· replacm.ent therapy ~d other 
pharmaceuticals· at no cosi. The law aiso required the Department of Def-ense to submit 
to the HoUSe arid Senate ,Armed S_ervices Committees a plan within 90 days of 
enactment, and to implement that plan within 180 days. Although the 90-day planning 
period expired on January 14,.2009, no such-implementation plan·~~ been submitted. 

Toba~ U:?e i;; the .. foremost ,preventable cause of prematun:. death in America. It causes 
more than 46.0~:000 deaths in the United States each·year and approximately 8.6 million 
.Americans have chronic illnesses related to smoking. The financial cost of tobacco use 
is _tremendOus; total public @fld'private health' care expenditures caused by smoking 
amount to $96:7 billion annually. Furthermore, there is a sign.ifleant payoff for 
addressing this health crisis· early in pe<>ple~ s lives.. Qui.tW::lg by the age of 30 eliminates 
virtually all risks .associated with smokiii.g. Smokers Wh9 quit before. the ~e of 50 ¢~ 
cut.in half th~ir risk ofdyin~ from smoking related illnesses over .the ensuing 15 years. 

The Department .or Defense-has oper~ted.a suecessful smoking cessation pilot program in 
several Si;at~s.since 2006. Unfortunately, Jhe majoriJy:of our inili~ry perSonnel and their 
families, including·those who are stationed overseas are currently excluded troin -these 
opportunities. 

We ask -th~ you ·exert your-~o.~ ~adership to swiftly provide a.comprehe~siv.e 
smoking cessation program. to all militarY per:Sonnel and. Tricare parti¢ipan~. Tllis 



~_should also ~fully- fUndeqiu;Kl adeq~-ly staff~. -DOD:eau aehi~vQ long·term 
sa'Vings through preventive health measures -like· smoking msatim programs. More 
llhportant, we ct.m sei~- the opportunity to impiQY~'-~ quallty :of life for our serVice 
members, whO so fmtbfuliy serve our uatio14 and their famUies. 

Thank you for your attention to this impoi:taitt issue. Plca!le'Considet Peter Tyler (Senator 
Sanders, 224 .. 5141) as the staff contact. _ 

Sincerely, 

fl~~-.... .__. 
BERNARD SANDERS 
Urute<fStates Senator United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defelm: 
Depenment of Defense 
I 000 Defense Penf.aiOn 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary; 

February 23, 2009 

Ill 002 

We a.:e 'W-riting to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of 
ow Armed Forces wbose service has been eXtended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy. 

Over the past seven years. ·over 160,000 military personnel have had their sf:IVice·dUty Contrects 
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and 
Army National G.uard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled sepanuion date as a result of stop lo~. 
This policy especially impactS me National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed 
much longer than they expected. This is why \\'e introduced legislation in the 1 10111 Congress to provide 
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss. 

On September 30, 200&, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P.L. 110·329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had dleir 
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive · 
componsation. ~bill also allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensate 
each soldier with the full $500 amoUDt. 

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and srop loss compensation payments 
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to worl< with the House end Senate Appropriations Defense 
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the 
Department's obligations under P.L. 1 t 0-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending oor country 
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and comperl98tion for the unforeseen sacrifice so 
many have been called on to perfonn. 

I 

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this i~portant request. 

Sincerely, 

1 "' •., •1 ! '"~N .. 1, ., ~ .·, l •r , .. 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904 

The Honorable &Olleri ·Gatcs 
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th.ank you for }rout ~fforts to prevent suleid.e lind to rect®e the stigma associated with· 
mental health concerns among those who serve our nation in uniform. I write to express 
my concern about the record high rate of suicides among soldiers, and to ask that you 
reconsider the Department's policy of deploying those with mental health concerns, 
including PTSD, to war zones and to treat these concerns in theater rather than 
redeploying those struggling with these issues. 

I would appreciate it if you could inform me about any plans the Department has to 
respond to the record high rate of suicides among soldiers. Furthermore, I would like to 
know how the Department has factored the issue of high rates of mental health concerns, 
including PTSD, into its deployment plans. As the Department prepares plans to 
redeploy from Iraq and increase the nwnber of troops in Afghanistan, I urge you to take 
into consideration the Army and Marine Corps studies which have found that repeat 
deployments increase the rate of mental health problems among service members. 

Mental health professionals who serve in the VA system in the state of Wisconsin have 
told me of their concern about the repeat deployments of those struggling with PTSD and 
I continue to hear from service members who do not feel that the advice of their doctors 
is taken seriously by their commanders. I urge you to consider a more aggressive policy 
of identifYing those with severe mental health concerns who should not be deployed or 
should be redeployed. Please consider requiring a physician's certification before 
deploying any service member that deployment will not exacerbate the mental health 
concerns of any service member who has screened positive for PTSD or any other mental 
health concern during a post-deployment health screening or similar exam. We cannot 
bring down the suicide rate if we do not address this underlying issue. 

Thank you for your consideration . . 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 
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Tho Honorable Robert M. Gales 
Sec~ of Defense 
lOOO Oef~ Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnittd £'tatts ~tt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SEfMCES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-f060 

February 24. 2009 

Recent press reports sugcst lhat the Administnstioo is contempladns a nearly 20-pen:ent 
reduction in funding for tho M"111ile Defense: Agenr:y in Fiscal Year 2010. While I realize the compotition 
for ftmding ~&mons defense programs wiU be ln~ 1 mpoctlblly caution tho Dcpartmont that it would 
be impn_~dcnt to tako any pNnWUre action with respect to missile defense bofore the complotioo of 
important palioy reviews. tu~ as the Nue\'*' Postuto ~ew. the Quadrenn\al Defense Review, and the 
roviow ofbltllisti<: mis.sile defense pOI~y and s~ mandated by Section 234 of tho Dunoan Hllatw 
National Defense Authorimion Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law l 10-417). To precipitously reduce 
funding for misaile defense by somo S2.0 biJUon. as reported. would prejudge the ou~ ofthcso 
important reviews. 

ln tlie course of making a oqo for nlduced sp8ndins on mi.~sile defemo. some of my wlleagues 
have arsued for greater focus on theater missile defense systems, such as Aegia BMD. THAAD. aad 
PAC-3. While I concur with the DOOd to fteld those capabilities in numbors suftieient to counter tM 
growing thrt:at. I would caution the administration against increased funding for these progam$ at 1M 
expense of tho defenao of United States tomto.y and population. Soctkm 223 of~ John Wamor 'National 
Dcfonsa Audtorization Act for FisaaJ Year 2007 (Public Law I 09-364). explicitly slates that prioritY 
should be given 10 the ground-based midcouno defense (GMD) syst=n in addition to tlte aforommtioned 
thea1er missile defenae systems. 

The GMO prognun is modest in scope - only 44 ground-based inwceptor missiles fieldocf in 
Alaska and California. Nearly sixty percent of the interceptors havo been fielded with lbe remaining 
tmder contract. Thmfore. 1 bt:llieve it would be oxtremely unwise not to fieJd the remaining intc~ 
so critical 10 our nation •s safety and security. by the 20 L3 schCidule that was approved by the Coapss. 
Moreover, it is tho only deftm!Sive system we will havo in pl~ ovor the next I 0 to 1 S ycars to providt a 
m~urc of protection for the American people against long-range threats from North Kon:a and Iran. 
There is no llact-up system. As such, we must comploto tho planned fielding. c:ontinuo to test IIIICI 
improve the systm~ over tbne, and explore enabling t«::moloo that will inc.se the cost-offoctiveHa of 
the OMD systBm apjnst firture. uncertain throats. f strongly believe tbat any funding reducdons that · 
would jeopardize these objectives would be met with strong opposition. 

With respect to tho defense of our NATO alliest may J also bring to your attontion Sootion 229 of 
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110..181), which establishod 
tho "policy of the United States to develop, test, and deploy as soon as technoJogically feasible. in 
conjunction vnth aJt~ imd frictldly coun1rioa whemNOl' poas\ble, ao offectWo defense against tho 
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[ballistic missilo] threat from Iran" to the United States ad ita NATO aUiC$. On 3 April 2003, the Heads 
of States and QQvernJDeDts participating in the North AtJantic Couneil in Buchateit, RomiUlia issued a 
declaration in support of dte deployment of a missile defense capability In Europo. The declaration 
stated. "We thercfcn recoplae 1he substamtal con1ribution w 1he protection of Allies from lons·nnae 
ballistic: missiles to bo provided by 'the planned deploymont of EeropcaD-basod Un lted S1ates mistile 
defence allOts... As SllCh. I would caution the Administratiolt apinlt makinJ uy decisions that miJht 
negatively imp&ct the oxidina missile defense qreemeats between lhe United Sf:atos and its Buropoan 
allies until the matter has bcon fully vetted and thO viGWs of our Buropem allies lakon into accoun1. 

l believe funding for our missile defense propams enjoys near-consensus in Congress. especially 
within lhe defcrtSO committees. Ove:r the last two years. for example, lhe not reduction to the presidont's 
request for missile defense programs waa approximately 3-peRWt. which is an indication that we have 
moved beyond 1ho polities of missile defense. A 20.porcent redDction~ as reported in the press. however 
would asain politicize missile deferuJe at a time when our missile defense capabilities arc coming on line. 

In closin& I would noce that earlier this month Iran successfully launched a .satellite into space. 
Additionally. we continuo to road pleS8 repOrts 1hat North Korea is making propuadons for a similar 
launch this woo)(. Given those actions and tho throat tbey represent. it is dimubiag that the Administration 
would contemplate sipi.tlcant reductions to our missile defense pograma at tbe my time our potential 
adversaries n demoniCratlns the ability to roach U.S. territory and that of out allies with baJJilltic 
missiles. The AJnerican poople, I am sure, will draw their own conclusions. 

~-~ 
Ranking Mm1bcr 
Subcommittoc on Strategic. F~ 
Committee on Annod Sorvices 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag. Director, Ot1b of'Manapment and Budpt 
Honorablo ~ohn Youn& Uocler Secretary of' Defense for Acquisition. Technology, md Logistics 
Honorable Michelle Flournoy. Under SecnWy of Defense for PoJk;y 
Oenoral James Ca~ Vice Chairman. Jo!nt Chiefs of ~taff' 
Genm.l Kevin Chihon. CommaDder, U.S. Slnlegic Comm111d 
Liouten$1t.Oeneral PatlWk O'Reilly, Director, Missile Defonse Apnc)' 



JOHNCOANYN 
1'EJCAS 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Department of Defense 
1000. Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

~·. 

WASHINGTON, DC 205104305 

February 4, 2009 

spent more than thirty years supporting the United States Army and Air Force in San 
Antonio and tbroug.b.out Texas. During this time she generously volunteered both physically and 
financially, to Fort Sam Houston, Lackland and Randolph Air Force Bases, Brook Army Medical 
Center, the U.S. Army All American Bowl, innumerable Wounded Warrior events, and United 
Service Organizations (USO), as well as countless other military organizations and alliances in 
the San Antonio area. After reviewing (b)(S) pressive contributions to service members 
and their families, I believe her work merits this prestigious award. 

I eneourage you to give (b)(S) omination every possible consideration. Please do not 
hesitate to contact Paul Taylor, of my staff, ifl may be of further assistance at 202-224-2430. 

?J££avwr 
United States Senator 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
MASSAcHUSETTS 

tinttro ~tatrs ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510--2101 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Deai Mr. Secretary: 

February 25, 2009 

I'm writing to request your support for the continued development and 
procurement of the Joint Strike Fighter Alternate engine by including it in your Defense 
Budget submission for Fiscal Year 2010. 

To do so would be in compliance with existing law and in keeping with the clear 
justification provided by Congress. As you know, Congress has supported the 
development and procurement of an alternative propulsion system for the Joint Strike 
Fighter for over a decade. It's my belief that such a competition is essential to obtaining 
these systems at the lowest possible price, and that this competition will likely lead to 
increased performance and overall savings throughout the life cycle of the program. 

To date, the Alternate Fighter Engine Team has performed admirably, as 
demonstrated by the "exceptional" award fee ratings it has consistently received. It 
remains on budget and on schedule, which is a significant accomplishment when 
compared to other major development programs in the Department. 

Much of the development is now complete. Less than 30% of the overall 
development costs for the engine will remain after this year, and production funding has 
already been appropriated to enable deliveries to be made in Fiscal Year 2012. 

I hope very much that the Department will continue to ftmd the development and 
procurement of the Alternative engine for the Joint Strike Fighter in Fiscal Year 2010. 

Sincerely, 

Edward M. Kennedy 
U.S. Senator 



CAIILLEVIN, MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 
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RICHARD D. D<BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 23, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Paul C. Hutton IV, 
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via 
military van to Dahlgren, Virginia on February 27, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip will be to visit NA VSEA Dahlgren in order to receive 
briefings and view demonstrations of Navy applied research activities. It is requested 
that the Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

=·~ 
evm 

Chairman 



CARL LEII IN. MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

February 24,2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Conunittee on 
Armed Services, Senator James M. Inhofe plans to travel to Germany, Italy, United Arab 
Emirates, Afghanistan, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ghana, Liberia and Morocco during the period Apri13-ll, 2009. Senator Inhofe will be 
accompanied his wife, Mrs. Kay lnhofe, for protocol purposes and at no expense to the 
government. Senator Inhofe will also be accompanied by Anthony Lazarski, Mark 
Powers, and Ryan Thompson, his personal staff members who have been designated to 
the Conunittee. -

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportationt including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of fimds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 

Ill 
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RICHARD D. O.BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. IIQINAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

February 24, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 454, Weapons Systems Acquisition Refonn Act 
of2009, to improve the organization and procedures of the Department of Defense for the 
acquisition of major weapon systems, and for other purposes. I am forwarding this 
legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

~nittd ~tatts ~rnatc 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 25, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 459, to improve and enhance substance use 
disorder programs for members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

---- ------ ---·····-···· .... ·--- ... 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 26, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 476, Care Affordability for Military Families 
Act, to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the minimum distance oftravel 
necessary for reimbursement of covered beneficiaries of the military health care system 
for travel for specialty health care. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 



MARKBEGICH 
ALASKA 

SUITES~5 

HART BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

ilinitnt ~tatr.s ~matt 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense ?entagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

February 19, 2009 

I am very pleased to see the great outcome for the Department of Defense in the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of2009. · 

In total, the Department of Defense has $12 billion in funding allocated to various 
programs, with $2.5 billion specifically allocate4 tO.defense-wide programs. I am 

. anxious to see this money moved into the.S)'stem to begin to stimulate the 
economy while fulfilling many of the requirementS ·ror the Department of Defense. 

I would appreciate if you would provide me a prioritized list of projects the 
Department of Defense plans to fulfill using the $2.5 billion in defense-wide 
allocated ·funding. In particular, I would like to see what itrlpacts this money will 
have on installations or projects in Alaska. 

• • • • 0. -

I look .forwaid to your res pons~: Whi,le we· beght to-~clke a. difference in our 
eCOnomy and_ tbe.future of the Dep~ent of Defense. · 

- ' . . . 
. . ' 

' Sincerely, 

;;.;:·:-..:. •, , .. 

- .. - ·. : -·~ .. : --· 
• • , .t • • • • -.· - . • • - 0 • :· ~ • : . ... • . · .. · . . -:. ' ' - ... ~ .. ~ : .. : . -· 

: · ... : ~ -' -
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. .. . . . . .. .. '· . ... - ....... . ·- -
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DEMOCRATIC: 

.[)_PC:· 
BYRON L, DORGAN 
CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

i j 

P C L c y C 0 M M T T E E 

February 12,2009 

It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our annual 
weekend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs, 
Pennsylvania. 

This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to 
brainstorm and strategize on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very 
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national security challenges facing 
the United States. 

My staff will work with your office to schedule a time for you to speak, either on Friday 
afternoon, May 1 or Saturday morning, May 2. President Obama has confirmed his attendance at 
the conference. 

I know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Pl~e let me know 
whether you will be able to attend, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic 
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

February 28, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 504, to redesignate the Department of the Navy 
as the Depamnent of the Navy and Marine Corps. I am forwarding this legislation to you 
for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Chtiinnan 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

<llnitnl ~tatt.s ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 2, 2009 

On February 13, 2009 I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans 
of Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Tom Weinberg, during the period March 20-22, 
2009. 

This letter is to advise that Mr. Weinberg will no longer be accompanying Senator 
Martinez on this trip. Mr. Dan Fisk, Senator Martinez's staffer who has been designated 
to the Committee on Armed Services, will now be travelling with Senator Martinez. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in corutection with this 
travel. 

Enclosures 

r:~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 4, 2009 
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As we face a rapidly deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and the region, I commend the 
Adnrinistration for shifting our fQcus to that country and working to develop a strategy to ensure the 
security of the nation. Unfortunately, a greater commitment in Afghanistan will require further 
sacrifice from our country and our men and women in unifonn. As such, it is our responsibility to 
ensure that the American people are given a clear objective for the mission in Afghanistan, one 
which contemp1ates defense, diplomacy and development. · 

. 
As the deployments of additional troops are ordered to Afghanistan, I urge you not to forget reeent 
history and the difficult lessons learned from the war in Iraq. For too long, our standards to measure 
success there were vaguely defined 

For just that reason, I had pushed for the establishment of 18 benchmarks for America's mission in 
Iraq to measure political, economic and military progress. These benchmarks were included in the 
U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations 
Act, P.L. 110-28. Likewise, I believe our mission in Mghanistan calls for a system which will allow 
us to objectively gauge our success both militarily and politically. The establishment of a clear 
objective in Afghanistan and the creation of a metric system to track the progress of all mi.ssion
critical elements will demonstrate to the American people what we hope to accomplish in 
Afghanistan and how we will achieve those goals. 

I applaud the commitment to developing a strategic plan in Afghanistan, one which combines 
military action with a cohesive and strong <liplomatic engagement; and I respectfully urge the 
Adnrinistration to develop a series of benchmarks to assess the military and political progress in 
Afghanistan. I believe we have an obligation to our servicemembers to ensure that their sacrifice is 
met with a clear objective and a means to measure success. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look f01ward to your response. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gat s 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Wasbing1on. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 4, 2009 
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Rep. Alcco L. Hastings, FlorldtJ . 
Co-Ch8innln 

I am v.Titing to expres the tnost steadfast support for Dr. Solomon Passy's nomination 
for Secretary General of th North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). His record of 
leadeJShip and vision distingui his nomination. 

The challenge of seeki g collaboration among nations through international organizations 
is not new to Dr. Passy. As former Chairman-in-Office of the Organization· for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe {OSC ), a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. and most 
recently .as chainn4n of the SCE Parliamentary. Assembly Transparency and Acco\Dltability 
Committee. Dr. Passy has a un que Wlderstanding of the complexity of seeking consensus among 
nations with diverse political, nomic and social realities. Facilitating cooperation, pr. Passy 
played a key role in the 0 E's outreach to Mediterranean states; support to elections in 
Afghanistan; support to pivot elections in Ukraine and Georgia; and engendered a renewed 
conunitment to supportin& t erance, education, good governance, and private enterprise by 
OSCE ~cipating States. A a Commissioner on the Commission on Secmity and Cooperation 
in Europe since 1993 and the t Vice President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, 1 can 
attest personally to the legacy fDr. Passy•s leadership. 

Moreover. Dr. Passy gni2es that security institutions must adapt to amorphous and 
asymmetriCQI threats such . as counterinsurgency~ terrorism, various forms of trafficking, and 
piracy. He has long reeogni that 1hese threa1s cannot be countered unless the .. security needs 
of the individual citizen" arc · ssed. This accounted for his strong support tor development 
of democratic institutions and functioning market economies dwing his tenure as Chairman-in
Office. The challenges that N TO faces today requires the vision of a person who realizes that 
military strength js but one c mponent of a strategy to provide genuine secUrity. As NATO 
seeks to leverage resources in a stabilization and reconstruction capacity in. states like 
Afghanistan, Dr. Passy is the i al choice for Secretary General. 

. 234 F HouiiC Office Buildiq Washington, OC 20S lS 
Telephone: (202) 225- SIOI hup://www.csce.gov , FacsinUio: (202) 226-4199 
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Dr. Passy's achieveme ts in his home country as a Member of Parliament I:Uld Minister of 
Foreign Affairs cannot be ove looked. He has led efforts to improve military and foreign policy 
oversight. He has increased ilitary cooperation of South·Eastem Europe 1hrough the creation 
of the South-Eastern Euro Brigade. Additionally, while simultaneously balancing 
Bulgaria's and Europe's sec ty interests, he has carefully reached out to nations such as Libya . 
and North Korea. This ouu h resulted in the release of Bulgarian Medics detained in Libya in 
2001. Most notably, Dr. P was influential in Bulgaria's accession to NATO both by actions 
within the government and by romotiog public support outside the government. 

Dr. Passy has a unique ombination ofex(ierience and vision. Dr. Passy's leadership will 
immediately be felt on issu such as collective procurement of expensive military systems, 
integration of non-NATO mi itaries into missions, improvins the deployment capabilities of 
NATO miJitaries, and. the atioDBhip with Russia. 'Ibis is so because he has spent his 
diplomatic c:ateex bringing one divided people in Europe together to achieve common goals. 

Sincerely, 

~n~.S 
Chainnan 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary, 

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the 
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and I were the lead sponsors 
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the 
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in 
World War I or World War II. 

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Department, along with the 
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who are deserving of this award. 

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states: 

The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall: 

(I) Detennine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American 
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the 
exception of the Navajo Tribe. 

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a 
list 

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance 

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the 
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to move this process 
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of 
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department of Defense has a 
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed ''Code Talkers" within the defmitions of the 
recently passed legislation. 

I am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States 
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will encJose a copy of the public 
law pertinent to this request for your review. If you have any questions about our expedited 
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) or Clark Peterson (224-
4721/lnhofe). 

Sincerely, 

Dan Boren 
Member of the House of Representatives 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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'lbe HouorabJo WiUi-.D J. Lynn 
. Deputy Somary 
The 'Deplrlment ofDefcn~e 
J JDO Dsf'onlo 'Penlason . 
Wisbinpon, DC ~030 l·l-1 00 

Dear Doputy SecJl;taey Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

Mardi I J I 2009 

Reetnd)', We wm Informed dud the Depmmcrntof.Defcnile ls mideriaa 
postpoDIDs-apin tbe acquisition of a new Air Force aerial i'efuoHns Wnbr. As the c:o
Cbainnoo oflbo SenD Tanker C.UOus, we beJjov~ tt.t any additional~ of'dJc -
1ankw ~~ propam will ha¥cal0riouund umecois1111 ~ effco1 on our · 
acMoo mem~· ~thy' 10 omy out die Natioaal MUitlcy Stnde&f. Accordinsl)', we 
~that.- Dlpar1rnaftiClOJillllenC the aorilll muolinl tankw oompodtion on 811 
npodited'basb. -

. . 
• ~e,ou bow, -~ Se1nde Tanker CBuaul is • ~i,pertian organization wh010 pwpoae 
•• to u• die -~ in eft'ielendy procurina whichever airc:nft best meets rho 
.requiremems-ofour Natioaal Militacy·Sttatee;y. and provktOa the best value w the IIXplytr. 
The C.US hal.not. and will not, take a posilion ~any puticulac bldi:fer iri tbo 

· · . c:ompe&itioa tbr ~Of a·~~. H9wevcr, tlae faihn ofMOntofforta 
to pocurea ~ ....... been ~-10 naombon of the Caucus. 

•, 

The .WJJJ.y of our Dadon-10--., 1o pojcd Mill poMr woridwide dopondl on 
our.tank.or.,.. lhc ~ofdlla ~tect&tho KC-13'5, Which Ia rapidly .pproaobing lw 
50* )WI'io ~ioe. _All.~ ~you ..,e. c:Ondnuina to rely dpOll tJieJe aircraft fur_ 
•lilies to come· pOe. u WIIICC4!PtabJe riik n01 aty to oW' nation'• unique gk>bal reach 
eaplbl1ity. 'but-~ our MOlt va-JUblc aaset, our men and women .in unifonn. 

'fherefore. we RspectfUtly recommend IbM tt. Depattmont .resumo the-~mpctltion to 
IICioct a :uew _.._. .refutlinl canker u soon ., pQ"iblc. Wo 1110 request tbat our RllpCGtiYe 
staff's be bdefod,. ia a timely manner, on chc [)epu1Dtcm~1 pian~. 

1'hlnk )'011 tor your aitoodon 10 dd1 ~. 

K.rd·Connld 
Unltod States Se.ftttor 

Orrin 0. Hatdl 
Unfwel S1:l&el SODitol' 
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March 11, 2009 

.The Honorable William J. Lynn Ul 
Deputy Seemary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 

~lier this month. the Armed Serv'ices Committee was informed of a 
proposed reorganization of the office of the Under 8ecret«t)' of Defense for Polley 
(USDIP). The proposed reorpnizatkm would establish two new Deputy Under 
Secretaries of Defense (DUSDs), each at a level that appears to be equivalent in 
authority and control to the existing Assistant Secretaries of Defense (ASDs). 
While ASD posilio~s are authorized by statute, limited in number, ._.;d subject to 
:SeJlate. confirmation,. the Department can epparently establish the DUSD posi~ons 
wilhout statutoey authorization, withouc limitation, and without Senate 
confinnation. 

This proposed reorpnizluion raises broader q~ons about the number and 
status ofDUSD~o in ·the Department. For example, it appears that there are 
currently at. least ttn DUSD positions under the Under Secretary of Defense for 
Acqubiticm, Tethnology, and LoJjstics (USDIAT&L). Of these ten DUSD 
po$itiona, two. We~e· eatabtished by statute and the other eigb~ (includinS the 
Prinoipal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense position) appear to have been 
established unilaterally by the Department. Moreover, the office's organization 
chart shows multiple layers of DtJSOs reporting to each other. For example: 

• The OUSD for Industrial Polioy reports ta the. DUSD for Acquisition and 
Technology (a statutory positiOn)• who reports to the Prlncipal DUSD. 

• Thb DOSD fQr Advabctd Systems and Concepts, th~ DUSD for 
Laboratories &. Basic Sciences, the DUSD for InternationaJ Technology 
Securit)', and tho DUSD for· Science and Technology all report. to the 
Director of Defense Researoh and Engineeriq (a statutory position, but not 
a DUSD), who reports to the PrlncipaJ Dt)SD. 



I am eoneemed that the proliferation ofDUSDs at multiple levels of the . 
orpnization could muddy lines of authority and may not be in the best inteNsts of 
the Department of Defense. Accordinsly, I would aJ4'1edate if you would. provide 
me with the followins intbnnation: 

• How many DUSDs are there in the Department of Defense? 
• How many DUSDa are statutory posltlona and how mmy are not? 
• How many DUSDa are Senate-contlrmable and how many are not? 
• Whet is the relative rank of a DUSD and an ASfY! 
• Are all DUSDs of equal rank? If not, how is the rank of a DUSD 

deeemrlned? 
• Wbat is the authority for establilhina the position ofuPri.ncipal DepuCy 

Under Secretary ofDefense, n 10 whom oGler DUSDI (and ASDa) report? 

Tballk you for your auistance In thil matter. 

Sl ~ 
LeVin 

Chairman 
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March 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

The Pennsylvania Delegation is writing to you on a matter of great urgency. We 
Wlderstand that the Air Force plans to begin the redistribution of A-10 aircraft from the 111th 
Fighter Wing, Pennsylvania Air National Guard, as early as Apri12009 and that 11 of the unit's 
assigned aircraft are scheduled to be moved in the next few months. The remaining 6 A-1 Os 
assigned to the 111 th are to be moved next year. 

We strongly believe that taking A-1 Os from the 111 th Fighter Wing is premature and ill
advised. There is no requirement to move these aircraft at this time. Although the BRAC 
Commission's Report directed redistribution of the lllth'sA-lOs, it did not require that it be 
done on any particular timetable. What's more, the BRAC Commission directed that the Air 
Force should maintain the end strength of the 111th Fighter Wing, but the loss of the unit's flying 
mission will result in loss of up to 80 full-time jobs and 140 military positions. Finally, the 
pending action completely overlooks the BRAC Commission's finding that strongly encouraged 
the Air Force to keep A~ 1 Os at the 111 th Fighter Wing. 

Taking A-lOs from the tilth Fighter Wing is a serious mistake. The original 
recommendation to redistribute the unit's mission aircraft was based largely on the assumption 
that the airfield at Willow Grove would not be in operation after the Navy leaves the installation 
in 2011. However, legislation passed by Congress in 2007 and 2008 provided for the 
establishment of a joint interagency installation under state jurisdiction and control at Willow 
Grove. This installation will continue to include an operational airfield to be used by the 
Pennsylvania National Guard, other military Wlits, other government agencies and associated 
users to support national defense, homeland security and emergency preparedness missions. 

It makes no sense to strip this unit of its aircraft and reduce its capabilities at a time when 
our Nation and our Commonwealth need them most. There are sufficient A-10 aircraft in the Air 
Force inventory to keep alll7 mission aircraft at the Ill th Fighter Wing. The 111 th has the well
trained, combat-experienced aircrews and maintenance/support personnel to continue to operate 
the A-lOs in a cost effective manner. The new joint interagency installation offers the airfield 
and support facilities fot the 111111 Fighter Wing to continue flying without major capital 
investments. 

OSD 02635-09 
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- We are asking that you issue an order delaying the start of the movement of A-1 Os from 
the lllth Fighter Wing. -This action will give the Air Force the opportunity to reassess the 
capabilities of the Horsham Joint Interagency Installation and to consider al1m1;ative future 
flying missions for this unit. This action will preserve the capabilitieS of this unit to support 
military operations and will leverage the tremendous skills and experience of the unit's aircrews 
and maintainers. ·Failure to act will further erode the ability of this unit and the Air Force to 
carry out the close air support and related missions that the men and women of the 111 th Fighter 
Wing have performed with great distinction for many years. 

Due to the urgent nature of this situation, the Pennsylvania Delegation respectfully 
requests that you respond to our concerns within the next two weeks. We thank you for your 
attention to this matter and look forward to receiving your views. Please do not hesitate to 
contact us if we can be of any assistance on this or any other matter. 

Sincerely, 

~t/!:L 
Senator Arlen Specter ~c. .. ~.~' Senator Robert eas:.P . 

~-1~-· 
Rep.P~ 

-=~, 
ep. John Murtha Rep. Jim Gerlach 

-~1 

Ot~ 
£(?.~~ 

Rep. Paul Kanj'Oi 
~~~ 

Rep. Bill Shuster 

C)..t.. WD,.i 
Rep. Charles Dent 
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~~ 
Rep. Todd Platts 

{2.._~ 
~nAltmire 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

tinitnl ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6050 

March 6, 2009 

Last week, we introduced S. 454, the Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform 
Act of2009, in an effort to address some of the problems that have led to massive 
cost overruns and schedule delays on some of our largest defense acquisition 
programs. At the White House on Wednesday morning, the President announced 
his support for the goals of our legislation and designated you to take the lead on 
the issue for the Department of Defense. 

We would appreciate if you would provide us with any comments that the 
Department may have on the proposed legislation by no later than Friday, March 
20,2009. 

We look forward to working with you on this important initiative. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Levin 

Ranking Member Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
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Washington, D.C. 2030lwl000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitnt ~tatm ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 5, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Belgium during the period 
March 20w22, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a staff member of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy Minority Staff 
Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal staffer 
designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). · 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 
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e Honol'8ble Robert Cbt.es, Secretary 
. S. Oep;utrnent of D~fcn9c 

000 Defense Penugon 
'a~hing~on, DC 20301-1000 

r Secretary Gates: 

~rch 11,2009 

I understand you have been invited to p:.nictpate as a kr:ynote speabr in th~ first umual Deterrence 
~nposium being held on July 29, 2009, at the U.S. Strategic: Commaqd in Omha. Nebraska 

SSTR-\ TCOM). Your presence would be most welcome in addressing Chc ti.dl range of matters 
"th resard tl) nuclear weapons and deterr~ce.. 

rom your pro:vious visits to Offun Air Force B:1se. the home ofUSSTRATCOM.IIcnowyou are 
wsre th:tt the b~se m:1inr;.~ins one of the largest milir::ary presence$ in the Midwest. The Command 
mploys more than 2,700 individu:aJs. rept&:$enling all branches of the armed services, as well as 
oD civiliaM and c:ontr:Jc:tors. who overs•e the Comm:md'& operationally focused alobal strategic 
issions. 

I recall that you ha¥e also visjted the ss .. Wins at Offutt. The SS'~~~ Wing's missions of providing 
i telHgenc:c and sutveillanu make it, toot a vital unit in America's national security operations. I 

Ueve Offutt's diverse missions and ~Jobal mponsibilitics put it on the cuttin& edgt of 
ruformation for the U.S. Air Force. ' 

ill31ly, there are more than 1.2 million Nebraskans living in the pater Omaha metropOlitan area; 
d these Midwestern fGrnilie-s pl:~y a vital role in supporting those stationed at Offiltt. As·l m1 sure 
u are aware, milit3Jy members consistently praise the people an~ the area for their zealous support 
America's s.ervicemembers and their families, a.s wtlJ as the overall U.S. militaty and its mis&ion. 

I respecttuJJy urge you, thtrefore, to ·gin this request your utmost considtrari~ and allow my fellow 
ebraskans to show you a little of our Midwestern hospitality. If there ia anything J can do to be of 

a sista.nce with this request, please do not hesilate to contaCt me. 
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CARL LEVIN. MICHIGAN. CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS 
~OBE~T C. BYRD. WEST VI~GINIII 
JOSEPH I. ll!8fftMAN, CONNECOCUT 
JACK RHO. RHOOE ISLAND 
DANIEL K. AKAKA. HAWAII 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA 
E. BENJAMIN NElSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOURI 
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SAXBY CHAMBtiSS, GEORGIA 
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JOHN THUNE. SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
AOOER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. [)(BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 6, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 535, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
repeal requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by 
veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

li~ 
CarlLevm 
Chairman 

Enclosures 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagen 
Washinglon, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

1anitcd ~mtrs ~tnat£ 
¢0MMITTEE :ON' ARMED SeRVICES 

WASHINqTl)l-1< DC ~-1rt.i050 

March 12, 2009 

In its enclosed letter of February 12, 2009, the'Nationallnstitute_ of Military Justice seeks 
legislation to expand the applicability of the court-martial senten~ing option of Life Without the 
Possibility ofParole to rehearings involving certain individuals who were sentenced to death by 
a military ~ourt-maniaL 

We ·1'«)\leSt an expedited review of this proposal by the Joint Service C_o.mmittee on 
Military Justice and the Department's views of the merits of this inituttive. 

Enclosure 

John McCain 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely .. 

Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefcnsc 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20310-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

\\nittd ,States ~matr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON. DC 2051o-&050 

March 12, 2009 

A critical element of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling 
Afghan forces to take responsibility for the security of their own country. We applaud 
the decision to increase the size of the Afghan National Army (ANA) to 134,000 soldiers, 

. though the force level may well require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan's 
security needs over the long term. 

The United States and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickly as 
possible the training and equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP). 
General David McKiernan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force .. 
has said he needs more embedded trainers and funding to speed up building the capacity 
of the Afghan security forces. 

We have also·heard recently that the "long pole in the tent" for growing the ANA 
rapidly is getting these units the basic equipment they need- machine guns, radios, and 
vehicles -when they need it, At a hearing on February 261h, General David Barno, 
former Commander, Combined forces Command Afghallistan, testitied that the main 
problem is .. a constipated, peace-time system" for equipping these forees which is not 
well suited to the demands of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were 
encountered in delivering badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In tbis regard, 
we hope the lessons learned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan. 

We request that you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and 
equipping of the Afghan Nationol Army and Afghan National Police and report to us on 
what more is needed, in terms of resources, personnel, or legislative relief. 

lS68lLSteL6: 0 .l. 



We look forward to your prompt response and working with you on this matter. 

John McCain 
Ranking Member 

lS68ll.S£0l.6:01 

Sincerely, 

• 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 

~tnn .J.J tn•oT ,.."""' ... -· ._. ... • 
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JOI-W McCAIN, ARI20NA 
JAMES M. ll*iOFE, OnAHOMA 
JEFf SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
SAKBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAU, SOUTH CAAOUNA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MEL MART1NEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, r.oiSSISSIPP1 
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAI'I M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. D£BDBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13,2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Jeff Sessions plans to travel to Israel, Afghanistan, Turkey and 
Pakistan during the period April3-11, 2009. He will be accompanied by Sandra E. Luff, 
his personal staffer who has been designated to the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAlftMAN 

EDWAIID M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, AAI20NA 
ROBERT C. BVRO, WESl'VIAGIIIIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKl..AHOMA 
JOSI:PH I. LIEBERMAN, OOtiNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RHOOE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA 
0ANI€l K. AI(I.I(A, HAWAII liNDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAAOUNA 
Bill NELSON, FLOIIIO.. JOHN THUNE_ SOUTH DAKOTA 
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ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINO<S 

RICHARD D. O.BOBCS, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF OIRECTOII 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnittd £'tatm ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 o-6050 

March 10,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies ofS. 546, Retired Pay Restoration Act of2009, to 
amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed 
services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation 
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by 
reason of their years of military service of Combat-Related Special Compensation. I am 
forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

s·~~~ 
Chairman 

Enclosures 
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JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA 
CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VmER. lOUISIANA 
MARK UDAll, COLORADO SUSAN M . COlliNS, MAINE 
KAV R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD D. DI!BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 2030 1·1 000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnittd ~tatts ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510--6050 

March 11, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 549, to provide benefits under the Post
Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence program for certain periods before the 
implementation of the program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

\(); 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 

.. 
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RICHARD D. DliBOIIES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13t 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Michael J. Noblet, Professional Staff 
Member on the Committee on Armed Services, to travel by commercial aircraft to 

Norfolk, Virginia during the period March 19-21, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Naval Special Warfare Group 2 at Little 
Creek, Virginia and the Naval Special Warfare Development Group at Dam Neck, 
Virginia to receive briefings on their roles and missions. It is requested that the 
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHo.IRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN. ARIZONA 
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ROI.AND W . BURRIS. ILLINOIS 

RICHARD D. O.BOBI:S, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAI!, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Bnitrd ~mtrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 13, 2009 

In connection with their responsibilities as Professional Staff Members on the staff of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, Michael J. Kuiken, Michael J. Noblet and Dana W. White 
plan to travel to Yemen, Libya, and Burkina F aso during the period April 6-16, 2009. They plan 
to transit through France and Algeria. 

The purpose of their travel will be to receive briefings on Department of Defense and 
U.S. Government efforts relating to counterterrorism, security assistance, bilateral issues and 
military-to-military relations. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in providing 
such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier transportation, should it be required. It 
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army could be designated as the action 
agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

~ 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

<mnitrd ~tatrs ~tnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 13, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 590, The Defense Communities Assistance Act 
of2009, to assist local communities with closed and active military bases, and for other 
purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

·=~ 
arl Levin 

Chairman 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

The Honorable William J. Lynn Ill 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
W8$hington. DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 9, 2009 

I am writing you in order to memorialize our conversation last week, reiterate the key 
points, and ensure that we maintain an open dialogue moving fotward. 

As you know, there have been 19 deaths by electrocution in Iraq since the United States 
invaded Iraq in 2003; 17 of those were US military personnel and 2 were contractors. 
The majority of the deaths were ruled initially as accidents or the result of encounters on 
the battlefield. However, recent developments have prompted both the Army and Navy 
to reopen investigations into several deaths. These criminal investigations supplement 
the comprehensive review of all electrocutions undertaken by the Department of Defense 
Inspector General, which I understand is being wrapped up and· will shortly be released. 

I was initially contacted -in April 2008 by Ms. Cheryl Harris, mother of SSGT Ryan 
Maseth, who' requested that I look into a troubling pattern of eh;.~ttocution deaths in Iraq. 
Over the past year, I have spent considerable time looking into these electrocutions and 
want to ensure that our servicemen and women are not senselessly placed into harm's 
way and that those senior Army persoilllel and military contractors who are responsible 
for these electrocutions are held accoWltable. Cheryl is a remarkable woman and has 
inspired me to remain involved on this issue to demand justice and accowttability for all 
of the families. 

1 
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My involvement in this issue has resulted in numerous meetings, phone conversations, 
and exchange of correspondence with such individuals as General David Petraeus, 
Lieutenant General David Huntoon, and Mr. William Utt, the Chief Executive Officer of 
KBR. General Petraeus infonned me that he had established an Electrical Safety Joint 
Planning Team to oversee the th~ater-wide assessment of all facilities following a series 
of electrocutions in Iraq; this team was later designated the Task Force for Safety Actions 
. for Fire and Electricity, or Task Force SAFE. Despite the creation of this task force, we 
continue to hear accounts of our servicemen and women suffering electrical shocks while 
taking showers, as recently as a month ago. Accordingly, I have sent a series of letters 
~d sought to arrange a personal meeting with Secretary .Gates to urge his direct 
intervention on this issue. As we discussed, I was disappointed at the length oftime it 
tpok before he responded to me and assigned you to provide personal attention to this 
critical safety challenge. · 

We continue to learn of new troubling developments on this issue. A CNN broadcast last 
week reported that five electricians who worked in 2005 and 2006 for KBR in 
Afghanistan witnessed dangerous electrical conditions there, but ·their. warnings to senior 
management were ignored. As important as accountability for past cases is, we must also 
ensure that no further electrocutions occur, in both Iraq and Afghanistan. 

During· our phone conversation, you agreed to provide me updates and milestones as they 
occur in simultaneous Department of Defense investigations. I appreciate this offer of 
transparency, but also request to receive a current status report explaining to me where 
things stand as of today and the timeline you envision for the various DOD investigations 
to be completed. This status report should also provide a comprehensive overview of the 
status of efforts, including a schedule of any future repairs or upgrades, in the ~perating 
environment to assure that no further U.S. military personnel are harmed by 
electrocutions. It is my expectation that the final report will contain proposed sanctions 
and/or penalties against supporting contractors, particularly KBR. if their lack of action 
or errors contributed in any way to these electrocutions. The same threat of punitive 
action should apply to our military chain of command if they are held responsible in any 
way. . 

Finally~ I insi.st that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightness with the 
families of those faJlen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and 
wives are entitled to receive continoous updates and full inclusion. ~y deserve nothing 
les8. 

I look forward to working with you in coming weeks and months. 

Sincerely, · 

·tfht-.~t"· 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. 
United States Senator 

2 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051H025 

http://approprlatlons.Anate.gov 

March 9, 2009 

This letter is to authori:ze Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
Rochester, New York, on March 27,2009. She will visit satellite manufacturing 
facilities in conjunction with defense and intelligence responsibilities. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisi()JlS of P. L. 
83-207 {31 u.s.c. ll08(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defeme would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. · 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMmt:E ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510--6025 

http://appropriationuenete.gov 

March 10, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Ms. Betsy Schmid, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
Huntsville, Alabama, on March 31,2009. She will visit Missile Defense 
Agency leadership and tour contractor facilities involved in missile defense 
programs. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions ofP. L. 
83-207 (31 u.s.c. 11 08(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2051()..6025 

http;//apprOpriations.senate.gov 

March 11, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Ms. Kate Kaufer, professional staff member of the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to 
China Lake and Ft. Irwin, California, and Nellis AFB, Neva~ from April 6-9, 
2009. She will review Department of Defense energy consetvation programs in 
preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget review. 

Per diem expen8es not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical 
Areas, transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and 
shall be paid from appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 
83-207 (3l u.s.c. ll08(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist 
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for travel. 

Chairman 
CommiUee n ppropriations 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Bnitnl ~tatts ~mate 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIAT!ONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051CHI025 
tmp://approprlatlons.sen•te.gov 

March 16, 2009 

This. letter is to authorize Mr. Charlie Houy. Ms. Betsy Schmi~ and Mr. Erik Raven, 
professional staff members ofthe Senate Appropriations Committee, to travel to Maui, 
Kauai, Oah~ Hawaii, and San Francisco, California, from April 5-11, 2009. They will 
participate in meetings on defense research and development programs and visit military 
sites to review defense programs and budgets for fiscal year 2010. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, plus 
transportation, and other travel-related costs are authorized and shall be paid from 
appropriations available in accordance with provisions of P. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 
1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist in making 
whatever arrangements are ne<;essary for travel. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretmy of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

iinitrd ~tatm ~matt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED 'SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-eo50 

March 19, 2009 

In connection with their responsibilities as Pro:tessional Staff Members on the staff 
of the Committee on Anned Services, William K. Sutey, John H. Quirk V, Lucian L · 
Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV, plan to travel to Afghanistan dwing the period Maadl 
29 - April4, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to visit military bases in order to receive information 
regarding requirements for operations, readiness, installations, logistics and mediCI} caR 

from local commanders. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including in-theater military air and the use of a foreip 
carrier, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the Army 
could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(&). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

~~ 
Chainnan 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~tnatt 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 o-6050 

March 18, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China and 
Japan during the period April3-ll, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a 
staff member of the Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy 
Minority Staff Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal 
staffer designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 18, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Lindsey Graham plans to travel to Hong Kong, Vietnam, China 
and Japan during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator Graham will be accompanied 
Laura Bauld, his personal staffer designated to the Senate Anned Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department ofDefense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel. · 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation a8 may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

relyi.-
Levm 

Chairman 
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The H9DOra9le Robert M. ·oales 
Secretary of D~~ 
100(). Defense;. the,.Pentagon 
W~Dgl(m, DC 20301 

March 20, 2009 

I !llD writing: to· requestthilt yDli immediately reaffirm the· moratorium on conversions of 
Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts.setforth in.the ~mber.i9. 2004 
Memorandwn. In~ Me~~um Under Secretary of~~ Cbu state~hbat ''DoD NAFis: 
shall not enter into contractln)t. ~ with OnD elemCl'itS ot .other Federal Departments; 
Agenoies~ or instnunenwma-for ~ .ttr.ovisionof.goods and servic~ U. will resu.h itt the Joss 
9f}Obs mated pursuant to the Randolph ShepPard AC4 the JavitS-Wagner-0' Day Act, or small 
business: programs" until a-policy solution CJD be reached thatencouages job -~lion. 
UnfQ~tely, the Memorandum issued on Match 7, 2007 by Arthur Meyers, the Director of 
Services. Air Force Manpower. muddled-the-issue with imprecise ~-contradictory language. l 
believe that it is necessary for.you to reaffirm the standing in the Cbu Me.morimdum.in order to 
remove -~y questiOn as ·to the standing ofthe DoD on this matter. 

~ motatorium·i$-~nti.Jl to-pn.:;tec~·~jPb.s•.~fpeop!e with ;evere disabilities wmking on 
DoD'Ser.Vice contr,atbl undertbeAb.:ilitY.Qae·Pf9pun. ,]n 20071 ~ Adcdante Development 
~ntq hJCj-ttn Ability~~ in New Mexico. I was iulpressed by the staff and tbc:ir 
commitment but I was partieulatl:y struCk by the comniitment of the disa~led adults who find
work throu@Jl th~ protpam. They •e ~t pride. in the work they do and Qre committed to· 
quality in even the most basic· taSks. AbilityOne programs provide more than a job, they give all 
of their clients: the opportunity to.~ and to contribute to society. _In a~tion. ~y provide 
the families oftheir clients the· peace .. of mind tbat comes from knowing that their loved ones are 
actively eng~ed .in work and weJJ .. tooked after. 

In addition, J ·ant-writing to.l strongly urge· the DoD tO CQOrdinate with AbilftyOne 
feP~V~·)o .dc~ek>.p a policy soiutiQn tht\t encourages jQb·crealion through both the ,MWR 
and the. Abiiit)'One Pl'Qgram. J support the DoD Food Transformation eimrt where it results in 
higher quality and etliCien.ey to ·semee mti'mbm at lower cost$. However) given the potcntiiJ 
impact this, challenge oould have-on the employment ·of thousands of'peoplt with severe 
disal)ilities in the Ability()ne-Progmm) l urge. DQI) to carefully.~ tbe ~ impact of tht; 
conversions -~fore mQvfug· fo)iVard ~ to mak-e ~prlate chottges to the progmm. 



"'Olank you .for .yaur attention to tbi~ marttr. ff you ·have any questions, and to update me oil this 
issue·, please contact Annie Chavez (202)224-:3:8i2 in my office~ 
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ilnittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON. DC 20610 

The Honorable RObett Gates 
Sectdary. U.S. Department ofDefense · 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
VV~on,D.C.20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Fri~y. Mercb 20, 2009 

We write to yo" today to expl'eas our strong conoems regarding the OMB Circutm• A .. 76 
~tudy c~tly underway to review the operations, maintenance, and custodial duties at 
W eat Point Congress and the President have expressed deep resecvations With this · 
process, and we enco'urage you to defer compl~ this and any petad.ing studies until the: 
process ean be improved or replaced. RegatdJ.ess. however~ of the Defense Department•s 
(D<>D) stance on the larger qUestion of A-76 studies, we believe that the scrious·conccms 
raised by West 'Point's union wamnt cancellation oftbis study. With tho ICCl.lta.C)' of the 
study in question, it would be far p1-i::ferable to cancel this study and begin a new one. · 

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) established this type of study to ensure 
that the govemm111t does not waste taxj)ayers' money by paying govemDlent employees 

. to pcrfonn tasks which could be completed at a low~n· cost by private contractors. 
Although we support the goal of saving taxpayer dOllars, we are concerned by mounting 

· evidQlce that the process unfairly ~advan~os federal employees and fails to save any 
money. After studies by the Gover.oment Accountability Office, Congress acted in tho 
Fiscal Year 2009 Omw.bus Appropliation& bill to curtail tho A-76 prooess. President. 
Obam.a. too, has issued an executive order to Stop new A·76 studies. With such seriov.s 
reservations at the highest levels of government. we believe that the responsible col.U'Sc of 
action would bo to stop any A-76 mutie.s cuuontly under way. 

The Btltdy underway at West Point has several serious fJ,aws. First, the process compares 
differant price structures, making it impossible to evaluate accurately which is the lower 
cost. Por fedeniJ employees. the study estimates the total oost to the Army of pcrfonlling 
the work. · How~er, when soliciting bjds from private contracto:ra, the Army is asking for 
"cost plus firm fixed f-ee•• contract These contncts allow for variable costs, which 
cannot be accurately compared to the fixed cost 't.lScd for continuing with fecleral 
employees. 

Second, the Ann.y t;hanged the requirements for tM union halfway through the study. 
Originally; the Army allowed the union to combine the operatioDSimain~ and . 
custodial responsibilities into a single bid; which allowed thcm to achieve economies of . 

1../J 
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scale. Halfway through the ~cess, Aimy requirod the union to separate these two 
contracts, but did not allow them to begin the process over. 

Given the serious concerns related 10 these-studies in general, ~d i!iis study in particulart . · 
we urge you to cancel the study. Millions of taxpayer dollars are a.t stalce, and we cannot 
afford to risk wasting them by engaging ill an inaccurate and unfair process. 

We look furward to your reply. If you ha.vc any C}uestions, please do not hesitate to . 
contact John Jones. of Senator .S!'lnmicr's star( at (202) 224-6542. or l(ev.in Fink, of 
Senator Gillibrand's staff, at (202) 224-4451. 

·ew_~ 
Charles B. Schumer 

U.S. Senate 

Sinccrelyt 

~!.~D 
KirSten B.. Gilh'brand' . 

U.S. Senate. . 

3/3 
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The Honorable Robert C. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

March 20, 2009 

The Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act authorized full funding for the 
third DDG-1 000 destroyer, while the Department of Defense Appropriations Act provided partial 
funding for the third DDG-1 000 and directed the Navy to budget for the remaining funding 
requirement in FY10. We urge you to follow through on this commitment by ensuring that the 
necessary funds for completing the third DDG-1000 are included in the President's budget 
request. 

Last year, the Senate Armed Services Committee and the Senate Appropriations 
Committee demonstrated strong support for the Department's Fiscal Year 2009 budget request 
for funding the procurement of the third DDG-1000. Because of this support and your 
willingness to directly reaffirm the Defense Department • s support for the President's DDG-1 000 
Budget request, the third DDG-1 000 was fully authorized in the FiscaJ Year '2009 National 
Defense Authorization Act. Likewise, the Fiscal Year 2009 Defense Appropriations Act 
supported procurement of the third DDG-1 000 by providing $1.5 billion in spJit-funding toward 
the ship's procurement. In addition to providing funding, the conference agreement included 
explicit direction for the Department not only to proceed with contracting for the third ship, but 
also to provide the ship's remaining funding in the Fiscal Year 2010 budget. 

Any failure to follow through on these commitments would result in a multi-year 
procurement gap of complex surface combatants. Such a decision would also place at risk the 
nation's surface combatant shipbuilding industrial base and the jobs and unique skills of 
thousands of defense-critical U.S. workers. 

We look forward to continuing to work closely with you to meet the Navy's requirements 
for a 313-ship fleet and to preserve a strong and highly skilled industrial base. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Susan M. Collins 
United States Senator 
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The fl~otable:~~.M. Oates 
Seeretaty of~ Defi,nse · · 
.r.ooo. ~/fite'Pe'i1tagon 
Washington. O.C .. 2()301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tlnittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 20, 2009 

It has.~ to ~r atte~tion th!lt the Department of Defense (DOD) h4ts undertaken .. an. ·in~ativi: to 
transform· the rnumer in whiCh it comracts food and postal services. We. are con~;emed about the 
impJj~ons ~this ittitiative could have on the jobs·of people. with SeVere disabiUties working oir 
.DepBJtm~mt .ofPeft~..scrvi~ -contracts :under. the AbilityOne Program. 

. . Specifloall~. OppOrtunity Vitlage isa·etimmunity. rehabilitation program in sou~m Nevada't~f. 
has been providingj(,b tmjnmg pd employment ser\rices i>i'·almost.SSycars. No other organii..atiori i~ 
Nevada has wtirk!"C! .as· hard. for people with djsabilitiesfQr a$ long as Qwortunjty Village, and we.both 
have a special p~ 'in out hearts for this ageney ,and 1he people·they serve. At .NellisAir .. Forec B~e . 
(AFB), Opportunity Village has--supported 1he airi:nenthere for·ov.er 3S )'eMs. Opportunity Y.illag~ . · . 
currently has a ... food service attesldant".co•ct and a upostal service center" contract with NeUis ~B, 
and .43 ·peOple with.severe- ~isabilides ~employed at·thPSe C91'tracts. We-also know ~ei'e ~· lit~all:)l 
~o~~ofpcopJ'Ii·.w.ith severe:disabilittt:S working f<W .other community . .rehabilitation programs at Qther 
De.J)il1mentof.Defen~~.faciliti~s throughout our·nation. 

. In additian, we would lik-e to express our·support for the Department of DefenS¢' s food 
TransformatiQn.eft'OJ:t whe.re. it l'Csults ln higher· quatity and efficiency to service· mtm.ben ~tower costs. 
However •. given~~~ cummt ~t~omic crisis and~ pOtential impact this change oould have.on.the 
employment ofdo~en·s ofpeopl$ whh disabif.ities at.Nelli.s AF.Band.thQUSan.ds of people with sevece 
disabilities in:the AbilityOne Program, we strongly urge· the Department ofDefense:to coordinate ~i)h 
AbilityOne repres~tatives to develop a policy· solurion that ·encourages job creation. through b6.th th'e 
MWR and thc.Abilityone Prognws. This. ~~ a crucbll step tQ incorporatc ·the best thinking tO resolve this 
issue, particularly When jobs fOr people with severo disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemplOyment 
rare uripara~leled il'l our Society. 

thank YO\l for your consideration ofthi$. urgent request, Ifyott have any questions, pi~ 
contact BOb Herilett.al (2Q2)22+3S42 odtyan Tully .at (202)224-.8049 in our offices respec~ively. 

HanyReid 
Unite(fSta'k$ Senator-

~-
John E.n~igll 
United· States Senator 



t\nlttd .tatu ~ 
·wASHINGTON, OC'lQS1() 

Man:b 20. 20~ 

As_you know, laSt year's Depan.mertt orOorensc·Appropriiltioas Act provided Pf:rnal 
funding for the third 000·1000 and <tire~ lhe Navy tQ. budget. for the rcmainiq funding 
requirement in FYlO: Conps expects.the .Navy \G.adbcrt tn this direction; therefore, we write 
to urge youuuppon for fbll filndiAg of the D00-1000 program itt~ FYlO Prosicloni's budget. 
itld ~lhat )IOU ~tinuc a tborouah and~ nmcw IU\d .e.vatuation ofthe Na\')'ts 
~-to in.molte d;e OJ).G.-IOOQptopam llrtd restart 000-Sl prod\icti'OII. 

Wc~vei,concemedebout1he .Navy's:lona.-mshi~iDJPiln· Oe$pite _ 
seven! mon1hs ofCoaireDJori~J lmd Poptmnent·of DefeMe requats for t\n1her· .nalysi$. the. 
Navy·hft8 )«10.prtJvide-mft"t<:tel'lt ju~tiM Jft·support9f tt.e· prc;posal to. tmncate the. DDG-
1000 program ·and mwt 000~5 1 pt'Qductitm. We comi«tue to awail·aa in-dcplh eompilrative 
anal)'J.is of the o..oo-s1 and DDO-lOOO. The' Navy's fai~ to provide.~ :1 detlliled OOJt 
analys.fs. stroqly imp!iet alack of supporting doCumentaon of\M Navy•s~ aDd 
undermtHS out confidlni';t' iA the merits of. the Navy's p!an to truncate the DDG-tOOO f.ll'OBBIIl· 
C0lf811'Ss 11\U:Sl have dris intOmwioo befo~ acqoiesoina to a chaqcrof!bil magnitude. 

. . S~r~g the 000.4000 PfOSI'*m-wilJ enable Ute ~~w~ SH bUUOO. ~-
~·htWsred reMarch and'~ fundittJ.. The shjp ~been desiped wilb siplftanl 
fVOWih·fl11qins meludh:l& powet,. coolin& space. and wejpt to enable npid ~to . 
meet evolving dlreats in the existi:ng hull. We lMtlieve that continued l)r0dltcei011 and dotwe,ry·of 
D00-1000 clti$ ~ is C$•ial to the long-temutabiltty of cmr sbipbulldift& pt~ .n4· 
the timely dclivtryQf needed capabilities tQ the Navy. 

With ~lpcct and aPF,Ceiation, .nd thak you for con•idciina lhlt r«tucst· 

Sintnly, 

.Edw~M.Ken~ . 

l.IL. 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN. CH~RMAN 

EOWAAO M. KENNWV. MASSACilvstTIS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
R08ER1 C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M . INHOFE, OIUAHOMA 
JOSEPH'- UEBER MAN, COI'II'IECllCUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAM Ill. ISS, GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AXAKA, HAWAII UN~ GIIAHAM, SOUTH CAROliNA 
BILL NElSON. FLORIDA JOHN ll'UNE. SOUTH OAKOlA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MMTINEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN IIAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOURI DAVID VITiiR, LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY A HAGAN, NOIITH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BURRIS, IlliNOIS 

RICHARD D. C<BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnittd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 Q-6050 

March 18, 2009 

This letter is in further regard to my letter of March 5, 2009 concerning the travel 
plans of Senator Jolm McCain and Richard Fontaine and Brooke Buchanan, during the 
period March 19~22, 2009. 

I am writing to advise that Senator McCain has added Luxembourg to his itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. -

=I~ 
evm 

Chainnan 
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The HoraWibJe-Robert M. Gates 
Secmary otnctense. 
1000 Defense~: 
Washington. DC 20301 

.Dear Mr:. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON 
HOMEI.Aj\10 SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHtNGTON. DC 2051 D-6250 

Marclt 16, 2009 

I ~ writing tt;lday to·tequest Utfdrmation and doc~reJated to·tbe Defense ~·s aW!dd of 
~forCon~onal~. 

For-eacldtem listed.:in COIDpliin~·with.c]Qse 9 ofRu~JQa ~ftbc Rulos ofthe Ho~se .. of 
·~es and Rule XLIV otttte Standm& ·.Rules ofthe Senate·in. the Defense Appropriations Acta for 
Fi!ij:B) Y ~ 2008 and 2009, th~ Subcommittee reqUests the tbllowiilg informatiOn and document&: 

(1) The trumbor, value, and recipient of any contract or grant awarded; 

(2) Infor,nation rePtding the type and eXtent at c:ompotition·conducted, including the number end 
i4entlty·of competing offeror.s; and. 

(J) Communioatioos relatecl·to the-award of allY ~ontract ot grut to the recipient u,tontitied l7y the 
~~gmemhe;ofCO~ 

l request 1hat )'9U provide 'this infO.nnation .s·soon as possible, but .ill po ~ later than MoP,y, April 
6, 1009. If you determine 1hat you will be un:able to make a eomplete production by this: date, p.lease contact 
Subcommittee staff to discuss possible modifications to this ·schedule. 

· Tbejurisdfptiou: of1he Subcommittee on Contl'ac$g Oversight is Rt forth in Senate ~Je.X:XYclause 
l(k);. ~·ResolutiOJi 445 scctioiHOl{l08111 Congress); and Senate ResolutiOn 50 (IO~Congress). ·At) 
atts~nt.to ~s l .. provides addJtjoDll infonnation on. bow to reSp<>nd to the Subconimittee's.rcquest 

Pleaseeontaet meor-ask:youutaffto COI'Itac.t .Margamr>awn at (202)224-6154 with any question& 
regarding this requ~. 

~~ \~~ 
Cb'ainnan 
Subcommittee oo :eoOt:raeting ovenigbt 

Enclosure 

cc: So.sanCOlliDS 
Acting Ranking Member 
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tinitnt ~tarrs ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

March 24, 2009 

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing 
severe budget cuts or even .tem1ination in the Fiscal Y car 2010 Budget proposal. The ABL is 
America's premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous potential for our 
nation's warfighters, but also for maintaining America's technological edge. It is critical to the 
future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons, we urgently request the ABL 
remain a robustly funded program. 

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability "to 
detect. track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles short~v after launch during the boost-phase. 
Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States 'airborne 
weapon systems, with a poten.tial to attack multiple targets at the speed of light with a range of 
hundreds of lrilometers. " 

Our military wartighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many ofthe 
challenges facing our nation. General B. B. Bell, the fonner Commander of the United States 
Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, " .. .from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be an importam 
ingredi!!;nl in our much needed and required layered missile defrmse capability for the Korean 
Peni11sula. " This is a legitimate capability our nation needs. · 

As you know, the Airborne I -ascr began during the Clinton administration in the faee of 
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic missiles has 
only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Western allies, there are 3,000 ballistic 
missiles arow1d the world. That number is continuing to grow every year. As threats proliferate 
around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as the nation's only fully designed 
boQst-phase missile defense system will continue to increase. 

The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile 
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the promise of 
speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will disappear, as will the 
fragile industrial base that supports it. In short, we will have wasted the resources that have been 
well invested since the Clinton administration. 



Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser progr.un. 

Sincerely, 

-~~ 
Sam Brownback Pat Roberts · 



CAIILI.£YIN, MIOOGAN, CHAI~IAAN 

EDWARD M KENNEDY, MASSACHIJSElTS 
~08ERT C BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. UESERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK llEEO. AHODf ISLAIID 
DANIEL K. AXAKA, HAWAII 
BILL NELSON, FLOIU04 
E. BENJA~IN NELSON. NEBRASKA 
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA 
CL.AIRE t.Ac:CASI<ILL MISSOURI 
MARK UDALL, COLORADO 
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAIROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AL.AaAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEoRGIA 
UNDSEY GRAHAM. SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH OAKOT A 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPI'I 
RICHARD BUR~, NORTH CAROLINA 
OAVIO VIITER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 

RICHARD D. D<BOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 19,2009 

On March 19, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans ofWilliam K. Sutey, 
John H. Quirk V, Lucian L. Niemeyer and Paul C. Hutton IV during the period March 
29-Apri14, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that they have added United Arab Emirates to their. 
itinerary. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 
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~nit~~ !t>tu.fe• SJenute 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

March 23, 2009 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense · 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear~: 
.......-c=.------------=;,1 understand that former Congressm 

has expressed an· interest in serving on the 
~e-..e_n_s_e Policy Board. I remembe <b><e> m his service 
on the House Armed Services Committee. He was 
knoWledgeable and thoughtful on national-security 
issues, and I think he would make a valuable 
contribution to the work of the Defense Policy Board. 

I am enclosing his resume. Thanks for your 
consideration. 

stti, 
Carl Levin 

Enclosure 
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The Honorable William Lynn, .Ill 
Deputy Defetise Secretary 
101 Q. beren8e Pentagon 
W asbingion,. DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy ;Seeretary trnn: 

March 25, 2009 

ldsmy understanding.tbatthe AtmY plans to awardaoontract.for anlldd,itiona156,000 
:SINCGAR$·~ this. spring. Further, I tBldcrstand that: th~-()ffice -of thtf, Secretary of 
Defense ttnlSt certifY·· to the Congn;:~ that this CQJnpetitioo is open· and fair. A3 such, I 
respe.ctfu1l.y requ,est that you complete work on·tbe certification process m a timd.y 
milnn.er in order to :meet (he Anny"s needs. 

INIIGY 

,My hopei$ a. this contn1et not be:delayed. The faster this eontract is awarded~ the 
roote:quicldy;tbe Amty wi.ll be able to procure the ack.Jitional ~ radios it needs while. 
also ensuring that the radios are interoperable with Ci:ment invemoty and will not disnlpt 
the Amiy's supporting logistics chain. These SlNCGARS J8dio systems sU.pPort near 
term operational needs, suCh as: the new brigade combat teams and ground veruele fleet. I 
have· also been told that·no Joint Tactical Radio System (JTRS) solutions are currently 
available to meet future needs, ·and alternate solutions may not meet fUll spectrum 
environmental requirements consistent with the-SINCGARS and JTRS ORDs. 
Therefore, I do not believe ~ options are appropriate for our soldiers at this time . 

.Addffi.Opally ,·awatding·this ~ntmct without delay will.provide a mu.cb needed eeGDOmie 
boost to the oommunilies· who produce these"t~adios. which is an important conceru to 
both the ~®tam Congress in these cha~g tifnes, 

Please do not hesitate to contaet me ifyou have. any:qucstions or oo~. I aPJ)ri:ciate 
your thoughtfUl consideration of my request,· and thank· you for your continued service in 
your .new position. 

Eyai;l,Bayh, 
U.S. Senator 

CC; ~of the Army Peter Geren 

- -- -· ·-···- ---

1111 



CARllfVllol, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. ICENNEOY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA 
ROBERT C. 8~0. WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M . INHOF£, OKLAHOMA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, AI.AIIAMA 
J"CK REED. RHODE ISLAND S...XBV CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEl. K. AKAI<A, HAWAII LINOSEV GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
BLL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN'THI.IN€, SOUTH OAKOT" 
E. B.ENJ~IN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN BAYH. INOIANA IIOGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROLINA 
ClAIRE M " CASKILL MISSOURI DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M . COLLINS, MAINE 
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, IlliNOIS 

RICHARD D. O.BDilES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPIJBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitnl ~tatts ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 20, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 644, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
include service after September 11, 2001, as service qualifying for the determination of a 
reduced eligibility age for receipt of non-regular service retired pay. I am forwarding 
this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

Si rere!l-
Car Levin 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN. MICIIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EOWAAO M . KENNEDY, ~ASSACHUSETIS 
R08EA1 C. BYAD, VllfST vtAGINIA 
JOSEPH I. tiE BERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
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JOliN M<.'CAIN, ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA 
Jl!., SESSIONS. AI.A8AIAA 
SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
JOHN T><UNE, SOUTH DAKOTA 
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ROGER F. W1CKER, M ISSISSIPPI 
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RICHARO D. DEBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatts ~matr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 20, 2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 645, to amend title 32, United States Code, to 
modify the Department of Defense share of expenses under the National Guard Youth 
Challenge Program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 



i\nittd ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 25, 2009 

We write today to express serious concern about the administration's planned national 
defense spending in Fiscal Year 2010 and beyond, which appears to be insufficient to 
guarantee U.S. national secwity in the coming years. Based on the administration's 
budget docwnents submitted thus far, it appears that a marked decrease in overall defense 
spending is in store for our country. If recent press accounts are accurate, this will be 
accomplished by canceling or postponing the acquisition of numerous major weapon 
systems critical to our Armed Forces and necessary to ensure their futme ability to defend 
our country. 

As Congress begins the Fiscal Year 2010 (FYI 0) budget process, it is our view that we 
have too little information on hand, based solely on the President's incomplete budget 
submission, to thoroughly and responsibly make decisions about top-line figures for the 
co1may's core defense program. For example, it is widely reported that the 
administration intends to shift funding that is currently part of the supplemental budget 
pr~s into the normal DoD appropriations request. But, to date, Congress has not~ 
told exactly what amount will be transferred, nor bas it been informed about which 
particulBl programs will be affected. This lack of information raises a number of 
important questions, with potentially troubling answers. 

The President's plan to substantially increase U.S. military force levels in Afghanistan, 
while simultaneously withdrawing all U.S. combat forces from Iraq by August 2010, will 
requite substantial funding. However, it is our understanding that the administration will 
be requesting far less this year and next in supplemental funding, which is cause for great 
concm1. It is unclear how the administration, if it intends to cut supplemental funding, 
expects to maintain our military forces in the field and enable them to conduct their 
missions safely and effectively. We would appreciate an explanation on this issue. 

To be clear, we fully support efforts to maximize transparency in the budget process by 
including all foreseeable DoD requirements in the nonnal DoD budget request; however, 
by shifting major expenses from the supplemental requests to the base budget, while 
simultaneously slashing the supplemental request, the net effect would be a decrease in 
overall spending on our national defense. Our concern is that, under the guise of an 
"honest budgeting .. approach to national security spending. we would be locking in an 
overall cut in military spending that either puts our troops in jeopardy today or .our 



national security in jeopardy tomorrow as we restrict urgently needed capital investments 
in equipment such as planes, ships, and land vehicles. 

As such. we request that your department provide us as soon as possible with more 
detailed information on what expenditum~, and at what levels, you anticipate moving 
from the supplemental budget to the base defense budget for FYI 0 and what defense 
programs you anticipate eliminating or substantially reducing, in relation to the most 
recent Future Years Defense Program (FYDP). In addition, it is essential that we hear 
from our uniformed combatant commanders and the Chaitman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
on the potential problems they will face in carrying out their responsibilities Wlder the 
administration's proposed defense spending blueprints. Accordingly, we request that you 
provide us, as soon as possible, risk assessments by each combatant commander, 
evaluating to what extent the President's proposed defense spending levels will limit their 
ability to meet ongoing requirements over the lifetime of the FYDP. Finally, we request 
that the Chairman • s risk assessment, which is statutorily required and is long overdue, be 
provided within 30 calendar days. 

During the early part of this decade, it became clear that defense spending decisions 
made during the 1990s and the resulting military "procurement holiday .. that our 
government had taken .left our Armed Forces without the needed advanced equipment 
and superior capabilities to defend our nation. Today, in the middle of a global war on 
terror, we must not allow that to happen again. Now is not the ·time to attempt to cash in 
a "peace dividend," while thousands of our soldiers, sailors, ainnen, and marines are 
serving in harm~ s way, engaged in military operations in two major theaters of conflict 
overseas, with other very real threats on the horizon. 

We urge you~ examine these issues carefully as the administtation completes work on 
its FY 10 DoD budget request. Thank you for your service to our nation and your tireless 
dedication to its Anned Forces. 

JOHNCORNYN 
United States Senator 

d-~ 
LISA MURK.OWSKI 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

~J--
JONKYL 
United States Senator 

2 



JOHNTIIUNE 
United States Senator 

R~~ 
United States Senator 

~rtJ!::. 
ROBERT F. BENNEIT 
United States Senator 

~~2.-
JO ISAKSON 
United States Senator 

-

CJ~~ .. .u;_ 
)() ( S CHAMBUSS 

U "ted tates Senator 

·:\ ~ 
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DAVID VITIER 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 
• 



tinittd ~tarrs ~rnatr 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC, 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 11, 2009 

We are wiiting ·to seek your assistance in obtaining funds appropriated by H.R. 1, 
the "American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009'', to further the research 
conducted by Bell BioEnergy, Inc. on the use of bioengineered bacteria in the production 
of biofuels from biomass. Bell BioEnergy, Inc. is fully ready to implement the goals of 
this Act and produce renewable, domestically-produced, high-quality transportation fuels 
to enhance America's independence from foreign oil in an environmentally sound · 
manner. Such efforts will result in the creation of a significant number of new and green 
jobs. 

. .... 

Bell BioEnergy is presently undertaking such re8earch in the form of pllot · 
projects conducted in collaboration with the Department of Defense and the Defense 
Energy Support Cenier (DESC) at seven military instaJlations around the natio;~~ incl~ 
Fort Benning, Fort Stewart, Fort Bragg, Fort Lewis, Fort Driun, ·Fort A.P. Hill, and the 
DESC facility at San Pedro, CA. Specifically, Bell BioEnergy is requesting $50 million 
to complete the research begun through these pilot projects. The objectives of the pilot 
~~~~ · . . ·. . 

1) Perfect the Bell BioEnergy ~ Inc. · waste biomass to hydrocarbon fuels process 

2) Further refine the unique bacteria used in the process 

3) Produce sufficient amounts of usable hydrocarbon fuels (natural gas, gasoline, 
diesel and jet)·for laboratory testing · 

4) TeSt and certify the fuels generated by the process as a drop in fuel that is fit 
for pUrpose . · · · · : 

: . 5) Gather. the engineering and scientific data necessary to "design . full . scale 
production facilities : · · · : · ' . · . · · · 

' .· · .. . . . 

A clear intent of Congress in eiu\cting u:Ii 1 is .to pro"vide funding for the types of 
projects that Bell BioEnergy has tmdertaken. We believe that the successful conversion 



of non-food biomass to biofuels would have ovenvhelmingly positive effects on our 
economy and energy independence and also help create a cleaner environment. 

The $50 million Bell BioEnergy seeks would be employed to 1) complete 
construction of the seven pilot projects, 2) perfonn university level research to determine 
the most viable bacteria for the production of hydrocarbon fuels from biomass, and 3) 
construct the first research laboratory dedicated to the segregation and propagation of the 
bacteria required to produce biofuels from non-food waste biomass. We estimate that 
each test facility would employ five technicians and that the research laboratory would 
employ 25-SO scientists and technicians with secondary employment of up to 400 people. 

We appreciate your consideration of this proposal, consistent with your standard 
policies and practices, and look forward to any feedback you may have. 

tJ c Sillcerely, 

'YO~ ~ .• Lt.~ • 
·~y Chambliss 

~.s 
yl n 
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Honorable Roben Gntcs 
Secretary of De tense 
The Pentagon 
WttShington. D~C. 20301 

Dear SccreU\ry Gates, 

llnircd $tares Senate 
CDMMiiTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051G--6050 

March 25, 2009 

We request your assistance in achieving the goal of eliminating the need for any active
duty military member to rely on the U.S. Dcpanment of Agriculture's Supplemental Nutrition 
As:iist~e Program, more commonly reterred to as Food Stamps. 

A decade ago, the number of service members who were receiving Food Stamps 
exceeded 10,000. Enactment of the Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) in 
October 2000 has helped to reduce that number. Moreover, si~:,rnilicant increases in basic pay 
and allowances since FSSA became available have also greatly improved the income and quality 
of life for all military personnel scrvin~ on active duty. h was surprising, therefore to learn last 
week, following the First Lady's visit to Fort Bragg, North Carolina, that more than 3,000 
service members are currently receiving food stamps. 

The Food Stamp l>rogram is ndministcr<.-d by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and we 
realize that implementation can vary by state. We also acknowledge that certain pays and 
benefits, such as combat-related pays and government-provided housing, are generally not 
considered in detennining cligibilily for Food Stamps. Nonetheless, we consider it unacceptable 
that the measures put into place in 2000 and lhe significant improvements in pay and benefits 
since that time, have fallen so fat short ofthe goal ()[eliminating the.requircmcnt by any service 
member to seek aid tbr nutritional assistance. 

We request your views and recommendations on this topic at your earliest convenience. 
If legislation is required to achieve the goal we have slated, we hope that you wi ll offer proposals 
for consideration within the current legislative session. 

John McCain 
Ranking; Member 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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lanitcd ~mrcs ~rnat( 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Se-cretary 
Department of Defense 
. 1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

March 26, 2009 

7al ttaAT SE~ Tl DA:ICS IIUilD»M: 
WASI1INGTOI'f. DC 2051D-31CUI 

12102l~21 
INN!W~-11110 ""2 'MS' 

TOO 1111.21 Zf .... 11J2 
.-n•"''-~~t;bi~~lilll.IIO" 

I am writing to respectfuJly request that Dep.utment of Defense (DoD) consider 
modifying the State Drug Interdiction and Counterdrug Activities plans for the National Guard to 
pennit COWlterdrug personnel to suppon law enforcement in inspecting certain vehicles at ports 
of entry. I strongly believe that including vehicle inspection under the counterdrug mission set 
would enhance our ability to interdict the southbound flow of weapons and bulk cash as well as 
the nonhbound flow of narcotics. 

As yuu know, the- N:1tional Gu.:u-d currently provides critical support to Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) \\.ith the op~ration of remote cameras and sensors. and conducts aerial 
reconnaissance of rhe border in an effort to detect illegal drog smuggling operations. The Guard 
used to also assist CBP wilh inspection activities at ports of entry. However, in 2003 the so
called "3(d)"' inspection mission was remo\'ed ftom the countcrdrug mission set based on a 
finding by then Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz that inspection activities are not "militarily unique." 
At that time, 1 expressed deep concerns regarding this change and the fact that it resulted in CBP 
havjng to take over rhe duties of approxjrnately 350 National Guard soldiers who w·ere assisting 
\\ith the dismantlement ofvehicles suspected of carrying contraband. 

Reinst3ting this mission makes sense now more than ever. The Administration has 
recognized the import.lnce of reduci11g tl1~ flow of wc:lpons and bulk ca~h being smuggled into 
Mexico from the Unit~d States, and the need to step up efforts to stop drugs from being 
traffkked into our counrry. Permitting National Guard counterdrug personnel to perform the 
3(d) mission would free up CBP ofticers to perform other duties and provide .soldiers with 
additional training experience in detection techniques that are utilized by activated troops 
maintaining security in lmq and Afghanistan. It is my unde~randing that if this change is made 
the National Guard would be able to place about 30 soldiers at ports along the border just in New 
Mexico to assist with the interdiction of contraband at no cost to CBP . 

.-.I.BVOIJEROUE 
4SDi1 W-0001 

.._..S C~UCI!S. 
I'SCISI 5n-o;V:l1 

P.02 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Pa~ 2 of2 

SEN. JEFF BING...Ut.\N 

I greatly 3ppr~ciate your prompt attention to thls issue, and your assistance in ensuring 
the continued sucuss of counterdrog operations along the Southwest border. 

SincerelY, 

JB/ss 

cc: The Honorable Janet Napolitano 

P.03 



The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Room 3E880 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

USS Constitution Museum 

20 March 2009 

On October 22 of this year the USS Constitution Museum will hold its annual Chainnan 's Dinner at the 
Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston. We would be most honored if you would be our keynote speaker. 

The evening wiJJ fo11ow by one day the 212th anniversary of the Boston launching of USS 
CONSTITUTION on October 21, 1797, as one of the first six frigates built for the US Navy. Even though the 
Museum is a non-profit organization, we are for all intents and purposes the Navy's museum for "Old Ironsides." 

. •' . . . : ! :~:. ~ ·~ .. 

In addition to celebrating the 212th anniversary of~'Oid-Ironsides"'launching, the Museum will present: 
'·. ; ........ ·. . . ~ ·. ·•. •,, .: 

• The Samuel Eliot Morison Award to Dr. John Haddendorf. Ernest J. King Professor of Maritime 
History and Chairman, Maritime History Depar:tmen~ aq~_e,N_aval War College, in recognition of his 
many contributions to naval history and scholarship. This ii\.Vard is presented annually to individuals 
who have enhanced the image ofUSS CONSTITUTION and who reflect Rear Admiral Morison's 
~1 scholarship, patriotic pri~e and eclectic interest in ~irigs maritime. 

• The Charles Francis Adams Award to Boston· Mayor Thomas Menino. "Old lr6risides" and the 
Museum have no better friend than Mayor Menino. This award honors the legacy between the Adams' 
family and the Navy, from President John Adams attending the launching of"Old Ironsides," to 
Secretary of the Navy Chflrles Adams dispatching ''Old Ironsides" on her national cruise to 76 ports 
along the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific coasts between 1931 and 193'4. 

I also extend a persona.J invitation for you to visit the USS Constitution Museum, in conjunction with any 
visit you may make to USS CONSTinJTION during your time in Boston. 

' ' . . , 

The uss Constitution Museum's staff and I will provide additional 'information.as details of the evening 
become ftrm, and we stand by to assist you in any manner. Our point of contact for your staff is Mr. Burt Logan, 
President of the Muse~m. who may be reached at (617) 426-1812 x 115. . . 

: : 

.. 
' '. 

':' : ' ; '·. ,,. •' 

Box 1812 Boston, MA 02129 617.426.1812 617.242.0496 (fax) wv.-""\\~ussconstitutiunmuseum.org 

. \ ' ~ . ' : . 
· : .. : . 
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BRUCE EVANS, MINORITY STAFF DIIIKTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
United .States Department of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitrd ~tatts ~matr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATlONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

March 19, 2009 

This letter is to authorize Mr. Erik Raven, majority staff member ofthe Senate Appropriations 
Committee, to travel for official committee purposes to Deadhorse, Alaska, and Ice Camp APLIS 
from March 21-23, 2009. He will participate in ICEX 2009. 

Per diem expenses not to exceed the rate established by the General Services Administration or, if 
applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, transportation costs, including 
military air, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and shall be paid from appropriations 
available in accordance with provisions ofP. L. 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if officials from the Department of Defense would assist in making whatever 
arrangements are necessary for travel. 

DKI:rss 



<!Congre.us of tbe Wniteb ta>tates 

The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

March 18, 2009 

Your leadership in recent months has been instrumental in refocusing the Department of Defense 
on nuclear matters. We share many of the concerns you have expressed regarding the 
degradation of our nuclear capability and appreciate the Department's immediate implementation 
of plans to revitalize our strategic nuclear deterrent. 

Accordingly, we write to request your leadership on a related and urgent budgetary matter 
involving the preservation of our nation's land-based Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("ICBM") 
solid rocket motor industrial base. In the next few weeks, the Minuteman III Propulsion 
Replacement Program ("PRP'') will cease production and government funds have been allocated 
to close the program's production facility.- However, the Air Force has dete~ed that it is in 
the national interest to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor production capability. 
Accordingly, the Air Force is planning to commence an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life 
Extension Program, that will preserve our mtion's capability to produce land-based ICBM solid 
rocket motors. Unfortunately, due to a budgetary perplexity, FY2009 funds will be used to close 
the land-based solid rocket production facility only to reopen that same facility a few-months 
later using FY2010 monies. The result will create unnec.essary layoffs, ~d cost the taxpayers 
millions of additional dollars. However, these needless costs and risks to the industrial base can 
be avoided by sending Congress a reprogramming request that authonzes FY2009 funds to be 
used to maintain the land-based solid rocket production line instead of closing it. Therefore, we 
respectfully request your,assistall.ce in approving a reprogramming request ofFY2009 PRP 
closeout funds to instead-be used to immediately commence an ICBM Sqlid R~ket Motor Life 
Extension Program. 

Later this·mon~ the Air Force, under the PRP, will receive the lasi Minuteman III Stage 1 
booster se~ent, and·in August, will receive the last Stage 2 and Stage 3 segments. This will 
conclude thePRP program and for the first time since the beginningofth~ Cold War, our nation 
will not produce ICBM solid rocket motors. Therefore, the nation could lose this highly 
specialized production capability and compromise the long-term dependability of the 
Minuteman III. 

Congress recognized these risks during the FY2008 budget process, and directed both the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, and the Air Force, to conduct studies regarding the capability of the 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
March 18, 2009 
Page Two 

defense industrial base to maintain, modernize, and sustain the Minuteman III system until 2030. 
This Air Force study validated the requirement to preserve an ICBM industrial base capability, 
and specifically a low-rate solid rocket motor life extension program production line. 
Unfortunately, 'the Secretary of Defense study has still not been delivered to the Congress. 

Subsequent congressional directives have been even more specific. Following the release of the 
FY2009 Air Force Unfunded Requirements List, which included a request for an additional $31 
million to initiate an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension, the FY2009 Defense 
Appropriations Act stated, "the Air Force is encouraged, at a minimum, to continue a warm line 
status for Minuteman III propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to 
initiate a Minuteman III motor life extension program." This language was further clarified in a 
letter from Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Inouye and Ranking 
Member Cochran to the Air Force Secretary and Chief of Staff, which raised concerns about the 
ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor industrial base. This 
letter cited the final FY2009 Appropriations Report language and urged the Air Force to provide 
funding in FY2009 to maintain a viable land-based solid rocket motor production capability. 
Subsequently, the Air Force received Program Decision Memorandum'(PDM-3) guidance to 
prepare to transition to this program in FY201 0. 

However, the delayed submission of the new Administration's FY2010 detailed Defense Budget 
has caused the Air Force to also defer the transition from the Minuteman III PRP program to an 
ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. We have brought this matter to the attention 
of the Air Force's senior leadership, including: the Assistant Chief of Staff, Strategic Deterrence 
and Nuclear Integration (AF/AlO) and the Director, Space Acquisition, Office ofthe Under 
Secretary of the Air Force (SAF/USA). Unfortunately, due to the formalities of the budgetary 
process, the Air Force has been unable to implement a reprogramming of FY2009 funds and 
immediately implement an ICBM Solid Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. 

As a result of this bureaucratic budgetary conundrwn our nation risks losing unique and 
irreplaceable expertise and skills. Specifically, delaying the implementation of a life extension 
program until FY 2010 will incur an estimated $20 million in additional costs. As we are sure 
you would agree, using funds to· close a production facility only to reopen that same facility a 
few months later is not a responsible use of taxpayer funds. 

In addition, the true value of maintaining the limited production of solid rocket motors, is to 
ensure that our nation has a highly skilled work force that can produce technically demanding 
land-based ICBM solid rocket motors. Under the current plan, 500 of these workers, who have 
irreplaceable specialized skills. will be laid off. Even if the Life Extension Program is initiated 
in FY20 10 only approximately 120 workers will be rehired. However, due to the continued 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
March 18, 2009 
Page Three 

uncertainty surrounding this program many of these workers may not return, resulting in further 
additional unwarranted costs. In addition, a long-standing supplier base would be disrupted. 

Therefore, we respectfully request your assistance in approving a reprogramming request of 
FY2009 PRP closeout funds to instead be used to immediately commence an ICBM Solid 
Rocket Motor Life Extension Program. In addition, we ask that you facilitate a meeting between 
the Commander. Air Force Materiel Command, General Donald J. Hoffman and us to discuss the 
execution of your reprogramming request. Finally, we also request a status report on the study 
that the Congress directed to be completed by the Secretary of Defense. 

We stand ready to assist with a related reprogramming request, or with any other avenue of relief 
that may be available, and look forward to your prompt reply. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 

Sincerely, 

a~e= Rob Bishop 
Memberorcon:s 

Robert F. Bennett 
United States Senator 

•. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitcd ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-6050 

March 24, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Spain during the period April 
12-17, 2009. Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Daniel W. Fisk, his personal 
staffer who has been designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance. of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier air transportation, as 
may be required. It would also be appreciated ifthe Department of the Air Force could 
be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation ~s may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 



CARL LEVIN, MICMIGAl\1, CHAIII~N 

EDWARD M. J.<:Er.l'IEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, AAIZOfltA 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INMOFE, OKLAHOMA 
Jllll'EPH I LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RMOOE ISLAND SAXllV C~AMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAAA, HAW AI LINDSEY tiRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA 
Bll.L NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN TMIJNI!, SOUTli DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN BAVM, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTM CAROLINA 
CLAIRE McCASKill, MISSOURI DAVID VllTER, L001$1AINA 
MARK UDAll, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 
KA V R. HAGAN, NORTM CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH. ALASKA 
ROlAND W. BUARIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF OIR£CTOR 
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFo DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitrd £'tatcs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel, and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner, Professional Staff 
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by 
commercial transportation to California. Ms. Creedon will be 
traveling during the period April S-9, 2009; and Mr. Lerner will 
be traveling during the period April 6-9, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile 
defense and defense space programs at Los Angeles Air Force Base, 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, and Edwards Air Force Base. It is 
requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the 
action agent for this trip. 

ExPenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 U.S.C. llOS(g}. 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~tnatt 
COfy'IMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Ms. Madelyn R. 
Creedon, Counsel, and Mr. Daniel A. Lerner, Professional Staff 
Member, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by 
commercial transportation to Alabama and Colorado. Ms. Creedon 
will be traveling during the period April 15-17, 2009; and Mr. 
Lerner will be traveling during the period April 12-17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to receive briefings on missile 
defense and defense space programs at Redstone Arsenal, Shriever 
Air Force Base, and Peterson Air Force Base. It is requested 
that the Department of the Air Force be assigned the action agent 
for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
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SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE 

RICHARD D. O.BOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOOEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF OIRECTOfl 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 25, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. William K. 
Sutey and Mr. John H. Quirk v, Professional Staff Members on the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, to travel by commercial 
transportation to Florida, Virginia, and Louisiana, during the 
period April 14-17, 2009. 

The purpose of their trip is to survey Department of 
Defense and Department of the Army plans and programs related to 
current and future security force assistance operations at the 
United States Special Operations Command, United States Joint 
Forces Command, Joint Readiness Training Center, and 162d 
Brigade. It is requested that the Department of the Army be 
assigned the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and 
necessary expenses and such transportation as may be required is 
authorized by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Carl Levin 
Chairman 



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M ~!NN!OY, MASSACHUSETTS 
R08ERT C 8YRO. WEST VIRGINIA 
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT 
JACK REED. RHODE ISlAND 
Oo\NIEL K. AI<AKA. HAWAII 
BH.L NELSON, Fl.ORIOo\ 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEB>IASKA 
EVAN BAYH. INDIANA 
JIM \II/EBB, VlAGINIA 
CLAIRE MCCASKILL. MISSOURI 
MARK UOo\LL, COLORADO 
KAY A. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH. ALASKA 
fiiOlANO W. BURRts, ILLINQS 

JOHN MCCAJN. ARIZONA 
JAMES M. INHOFE. OKLAHOMA 
JEFF SESSIONS, AI.ABAMA 
SAXBY CHAMBliSS. GEORGIA 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROUNA 
JOHN THUNE. SOUTH Oo\KOTA 
MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
ROG!R F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI 
RICHARD BURR. NORTH CAROUNA 
DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA 
SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE 

RICHARD 0. DEBOBCS, STAFF DIA~CTOR 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd ~tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6050 

March 25, 2009 

In connection with my responsibilities as Chainnan of the Senate Committee on 
Armed Services, I plan to travel to Poland, Czech Republic, Russia, and Belgium during 
the period April 12-18, 2009. Senator Susan M. Collins, who is also a Member of the 
Senate Committee on Armed Services, will travel with me. I will be accompanied by two 
Senate Committee on Armed Services Staff Members, Richard D. DeBobes, Staff 
Director and Richard W. Fieldhouse, Professional Staff Member. Senator Collins will be 
accompanied by Robert Epplin, her personal staffer who has been designated to the 
Committee on Anned Services. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier, as may be required. It 
would also be appreciated if the Department of the Anny could be designated as the 
action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

s· cerely, 

~L~ 
Chairman 

Ill 



.• QI&NNI FIINITIIII.~IA.OWIIIoWI 
-TafhiiiLKIND.~VIell ~ 

'tinittd ~tntts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
WashingtOn, DC 20301 

· Dear Secretary Gates: 

SSCI t2009-1404 

March 30~ 2009 

Enclosed please find the "Terms of Reference of the Senate Select Committee on 
Intelligence Study of the Central Intelligence Agency's Detention and Interrogation 
Program,'t which the Committee adopted on March S, 2009, by a sttong bipartisan vote. 
In the course of the review, we may be submitting requests for documents to departments. 
and agencies in addition to the CIA, including the Department of Defense. Accordingly, 
we wanted to make sure tbat you are aware of the scope of our review. 

A thorough review of the detention and interrogation program is essential for 
shaping future detention and interrogation policies. We are aware of the related 
responsibilities of two of the Special Task Forces that you arc now either helping to lead 
as Co.Chair or Co-Vice Chair ; the Special Task Force on Interrogation and Transfer 
Policies (Executive Order 13491) and the Special Task Force on Detainee Disposition 
(Bxecutiv~ Order 13493). Our review; and these reviews, share common interests. We 
look forw..-d to working together with you and others in tbe Administration on the 
policies that will guide the CIA's detention and interrogation efforts in the fUture. 

We have marked the Terms of Reference as ''Committee Sensitive.'' Otbcr than as 
released by the Committee, it is our intention that the Terms ofRcfercnce should not be 
made available to the public and should be used for official government use only . 

I~ • .......... ~ .. 
~~~~--~ ~~~ 

Dianne Feinstein Christopher S. Bond 
Chainnan Vice Chairman 

Bnc.: Terms of Reference, Senate Select Committee on Intelligence Study of the 
Central IntclligCJJ.c:c Agency's Detention and Interrogation Program 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tatrs ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 26, 2009 

On March 24, 2009 I wrote to you regarding the travel plans of Senator Mel 
Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period April 12-17, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that Senator Martinez's schedule requires him to depart 
from Orlando, Florida via Miami to Madrid. Similarly, for scheduling reasons, on his 
return from Madrid, Senator Martinez needs to return to Orlando, Florida. In addition, it 
is necessary for Mr. Fisk to travel rowtdtrip from Washington to Madrid via Miami, 
Florida in order to be able to accompany Senator Martinez on the international portions of 
this trip. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this 
travel. 

S cere~J.. • . 
Ler 

Chairman 

lUI 
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Jimiorable Robert M. Gates 
·s~retai'y ofDeferise 
I 000 Defense Pentagon · 

·· Washington;DC 20301-1000 · · 

Dear,¥f~ Secretary: 
- . . . . - . 

<Janittd ~tatm ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES • 

WASHINGTON, OC 2051-0-6050 

March 26 ·2009 ' . 

• .. :·>Enclosed here:With ate copies ofS, 711, to require ment8J health scteenmgs for 
members of the Ainied Forces who are deployed in conn~ion with a cotitingency 

·operation, ·and fot ·other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for yolir.review. 

So iha~ we ·can co~-sid~ your views when the Comi'nlttee reviews this legislatipn, 
· please submitto-this Committee the recommendations ofyour Department-with-reference 
, to.this Iegjs)ation. · 

Enclosures 

·~ .:· 
; .... . -.·.'.• . . : · . . ... · ...... 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

cm.nttcd ~rates ~cnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 27,2009 

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 731, to amend title 10, United States Code, to 
provide for continuity ofTRICARE Standard coverage for certain members of the Retired 
Reserve. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review. 

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation, 
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference 
to this legislation. 

Enclosures 

s~I~ 

Carl Levm 
Chairman 



BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
UNITED STATES SENATOR 

MARYLAND 

tinitro ~tarrs ~matt 
Uashington, I)Q: 2051o 

March 18, 2009 

The Honorable Robert L. Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary (Legislative Affairs) 
Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

r 

I am writing to you to request your consideration to provide my 
office a Department of Defense Legislative Fellow for calendar year 
2010. 

serving as my 2009 Defense Fellow is ~(b_l<_6l~~----------~ 
L_~~------~ a Navy Medical Service Corps Officer. He is a most 

welcomed addition, and his expertise in Navy Medicine and military 
construction 'has proven extremely beneficial to my projects team as 
Maryland's military bases undergo the BRAC transition. 

I ask that you give special consideration to providing my office 
with a Defense Fellow for 2010 who possesses a similar Navy or Army 
medical background . This would provide my office with an invaluable 
ability to better understand the intricacies of the medical planning 
efforts, challenges and noteworthy achievements toward the successful 
completion of the Walter Reed National Medical Center. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ering to you my personal thanks for allowing 
L-----~----~--------~to join my staff for the 2009 program. He is a 
most impressive representative ·of the !Department of Defense and 
proudly exemplifies the professionalism of the men and women serving 
in our Nation's Armed Forces. 

. .• 
I look forrard to wo,king with rou to continue this mutuallY. 

benefic1al program. Should you have any questions, please contact me 
or my Chief of Staff, Mr. Chris Lynch at (202) 224-4524 or 
chris_lynch®cardin.senate.gov. 

·tl: I , · . · .
1 

Si~ce{Lt.. • 
~: L. cardin 

Reply To:'D 509 HAflTSENAn OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON,·DC. 2061[)..2004 

. (202) 224-4624 - . . . ' 
WWW.CARDIN.SENATE.GOV 

. i.·:. 

. ·. ~ 

United States Senator 

Printed on 
Recycled Paper 

~.: -.. ·. 

. ·. • ••• ~ 1_1 ' 

. Reply To: 0 TOWER 1 SUITE 1110 
100 S. CHARLES STREET 
·BALTIMORE, MD 21201 
(410) 962-4436 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

March 31, 2009 

On March 24 and March 26, 20091 wrote to you regarding the travel plans of 
Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Daniel Fisk, during the period Aprill2-17, 2009. 

This letter is to advise that Daniel Fisk will no longer accompany Senator 
Martinez. Instead, Senator Martinez will be accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his Chief of 
Staff and his personal staff member who has been designated to the Committee. 

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in coJ;Ulection with this 
travel. 
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((ongres~ of tbt ~ nittb ~tate~ 
Rla~bington. i&€ 20515 

March 9, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-10000 

·Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen: 

Admiral Michael Mullen 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
9999 Joint StaffPentagon 
Washington, DC 20318-9999 

We understand that the Air Force will be deciding soon where to base the new Global Strike 
Command headquarters, and we know that you have been monitoring the decision process since 
it began last fall. As part of our effort to inform senior defense leaders, it is our pleasure to 
provide you with this copy of"Why Minot," a comprehensive description ofhow Minot, North 
Dakota, meets or exceeds all Air Force Global Strike Command headquarters basing criteria. 
We have also sent this material to Secretary Donley, General Schwartz and General Corley. 

"Why Minot" showcases the full array ofbenefits that the base and the city have to offer. We 
want to stress in particular how Minot is the only location that offers the ability to bring direct 
oversight to every aspect of the operational nucJear mission. Minot possesses the complete range 
of Air Force operational nuclear expertise.- a nucJear bomber wing, an ICBM wing, and a 
nuclear weapons storage area. A major Jesson of the past two years is that the Air Force must 
increase command supervision at the operational level Standing up a new major command 
without doing so would be a major missed opportunity. 

We also want to stress the incredible support the community of Minot offers the Air Force. 
Strong support by the community will pay dividends for the Air Force by helping to ease issues 
like the envirorunental assessment process and base expansion. When combined with our 
delegation's commitment to assisting the Air Force in its mission to restore confidence in nuclear 
surety and regain its reputation as the world's best nuclear steward, this support is unparalleled. 

After reviewing "Why Minot," we believe you too will agree that Minot is indeed the best 
location for Global Strike Command! Thank you as always for your service. \ r.u sincerely, 

~~ i ~KJt~~ 
lENT CONRAD - ~RON DORGA 
U.S. Senate U.S. Senate 

IIIII II 1111 



Apr. 1. 2009 10:47AM SENAiOR HARRY REID 

tlDittd ~mtu ~tt 

The Hoaorable Robert~ Oates 
SecretarY. llepanment ofDef~DJe 
1400 Defense Pemagon 
WasbingtoD. DC 20301-1400 

Dear Sectetary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2GI1o-.:J012 

March 31, 2009 

No. 4524 ?. 2/3 

It bas come t.o my attemion that a company - SoJarReserve- has identified a site DC8J' 
Touopab, Nevada for a state of'lhe art .soJar power plant that could produce enough po:wcr to 
serve 100.000 homes. This facility requ1Ns a t.ower similar to a large smoke stack about 600. feet 
tall. 11ae primary itnpediment to moviDg £9~ on this facility Is an imminent objcdion ftom 
tbc· Defeme Department 

Of apparcut concern to DOD is tbat the site for the proposed solar power plant is loca1ed 
2S miles northwest of the Nellis Air Force Rap, beyond tbe town of Tonopah and over 1be San 
Antonio Mol.DltaimJ. It is my undenamdiq that the Air Force•• coDQCI'B is related to potential 
interference with radar and the heiaht of the towv. 

SolarReaerve bepn disc'DIBions with the Air Force in early 2008. After meeting with the 
Nellis AFB radar expe:tU. the compu1y has already aereed once to move the solar project finql a 
proposed sa s mnes away ftom the base t.o 1he curmnl site in order to greatly diminish any 
impeot the project .nUgbt have on militaJy activhies. Now. however, the Air Force has extended 
its objections to the DeW site. 

I appreciato the need for exercising caution in maJdDg decisions that could affect military 
traming 8Dd tesrq activities. The Depm1meDt must ensure that )Bjects do not interfere with im 
·critical activities. At the same time, I am very concemed by the Department's imrtention t.o 
dewloping mitigation straee,gies that provide for the safe dewlopmeot of renewable eoergy 
facilities and the complete laclc of a staDdardized. centtaHZed process for reviewing impaas of 
proposed r=ewab1e eaeraY projects near .mil:italy basa. That is one oftbe reasons why I spoke 
with you about this AJbject in November 2007·1Dd met with former Air Force Secretary Michael 
Wynae over 11ea" ago. I have aJso enclosed a letter J sent 10 Secretary WyDDC early last yeaz: 
before he mimi, explaining some of my suggestions. 

The Amcriocn Recovery aDd ~e:Dt Act (ARRA) reeeutly siped iDto law by the 
President proWb oompanies with incxlntives for breaking ground on soJar power f'acili1ies 
within the next two ,em. It is importat that pzomisiq renewable energy projcets tec:Oive close 
and expedited llttaatiou from Federal ageDI:le.t tba1 play a role iD the penaiUilll of IUCh facililics · 
so tbat they ate able 10 utilize flcse iaceativos w =ar.o thoUSIDds ofjoba ad oleu power iD tbe 
near future. Further, I would note that ARR.A pl'OV.ides ampldfUods, should my be Docdecl, for 
quickly developing ar deployiDg lilY JV'"'SS8!Y mitiptiau strafeSies. 

J. 
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Apr. 1: 2009 10:48AM SENATOR HARRY REID No. 4524 P. 3/3 

r • 

I urge you to c:xpeditiowlly !'e'Yiew the proposed solar plant near Tcmopah, and ro begin 
woddq to establish a stanclardi=l procedure for reviewing renewable eDII!IY projec«s Dear 
militmy operatiQDI. ICI C8D be of any help in this procea, please dO not besitat# to contact me or 
have your mfi contact Bob Herbert (202-228-4578) or Alex McDoaou&h (202-224-1052) of my 
staff. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ttnittd ~tatts ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHiNGTON, DC 20510-6025 
http://appropriatlons.senate.gov 

April 3, 2009 

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future 
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on tennination 
of the former ARH-70A program in October oflast year. Given the age ofthe Vietnam-era 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving 
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Army efforts to replace the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH -70A program, resulted in 
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after 
significant taxpayer investment. 

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt yet another new 
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the 
Department to consider modifying an existing modern platform to provide capabilities which 
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year teclmology and is no longer in 
production. 

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin 
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait until fiscal year 2012. A risk 
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a 
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new 
development program. 

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at 
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes, 

Co cop~ 
Vice Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense 
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Dear Secretary Gates: 
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April 3, 2009 

I am aware that the Department of Defense is analyzing the requirements and future 
program options for a revised Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter (ARH) based on tennination 
of the former ARH-70A program in October of last year. Given the age of the Vietnam-era 
OH-58 Kiowa Warrior which a new ARH is being designed to replace, I support moving 
forward with a replacement program. However, the last two Army efforts to replace the 
Kiowa Warrior fleet, the RAH-66 Comanche program and the ARH -70A program, resulted in 
program terminations due to requirements growth, cost overruns and schedule delays after 
significant taxpayer investment. 

After two failed attempts, my greatest concern is that we attempt y,et another new 
costly development program to meet ARH mission requirements. Therefore, I encourage the 
Department to consider modifying an existing modem platform to provide capabilities which 
exceed the current OH-58 fleet which is based on 40-50 year technology and is no longer in 
production. 

In order to accomplish this and mitigate program risk, the Department should begin 
ARH risk reduction efforts in fiscal year 2010 and not wait Wltil fiscal year 2012. A risk 
reduction effort to build ARH capabilities on an existing and in-service aircraft offers a 
substantial advantage in terms of cost, risk and schedule versus another attempt at a new 
development program. 

I look forward to working with you to get this much needed capability to the force at 
the earliest opportunity. With best wishes, 

Cococp,*'-
vice Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Defense 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250 

March 27, 2009 

As Chainnan of the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee, I 
am writing to request that the Department of Defense sponsor a visit by Committee Staff 
to U.S. Northern Command Headquarters in April2009. The pwpose ofthe visit would 
be to examine NORTIICOM's capabilities for CBRNE consequence management and 
support to civil authorities, its role in and preparations for border security operations, and 
preparedness for pandemic influenza, as part of my Committee's homeland security 
oversight responsibilities. 

I would very much appreciate if U.S. Northern Command could accommodate such a 
visit on April6-8, 2009. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be assigned the 
action agent for the trip. Committee staff members planriing to attend are as follows: 

Eric Andersen, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Aaron Firoved, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Bias Nuftez-Neto, Majority Professional Staff Member 
Thomas Richards, Majority Professional Staff Member, OGM Subcommittee 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses, and such 
transportation as may be required, is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108 (g). 

Thank you in advance for your assistance in coordinating this visit Please contact Eric 
Andersen at (202) 224-2627 to coordinate the details ofthe trip. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oatea 
Secretary ofDefcase 
1000 Defense Pcatapm 
Wasbiagton. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secletmy <hUes, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

!iiiG0%/003 

co--. 
AGRICULTUIII. NUTRmON AND 

roiiESlflV 

IWCICING, HOUSING AND 
UlmAN AFfAIRS 

COMMIRCE. SCIENCE AND 
TllANSPORTA11CN 

VITERAMS' AI'I'AIRS 

IHOIAN AFFAIIS 

18111 deeply disappointed in the way the Air Force bas haDdJed the recommendation 
process for the locadoD of Global S1rikc Command. 

It has come to my attention that a scorin& process was employed to IM&Juatc the 
prospective shes. This process was thoughtfully created and carefully executed during the 
evaluation. It resulted in OftUtt Air Force Base (APB) beiDa awarded a score of 89 out of 100 
poin1S. lbc nearest competitor received only 81 points. Based on tho outcome of this analysis, 
Offutt AFB is the proper location for Global Strike Command. 

I tbelefore caU oD you to reject tbe Air Force• a site recommendation, wbich ignored the 
Air Force• a own evaluation process, and to select tbe higbest scoriD& site- OflUtt AFB -as tbe 
new locadoa of Global Strike Command. 

I undcntand that tbc next step in 1hil proc:ess is to conduct enviroamemallll8eSSIDCDts on 
all thn:c oftbe top scorma sites. You thcacforc have every opportunity to comet the Air Fort.e's 
poor jucf.ameDt in its recommendation without causing any delay iD the process. · 

I look forward to your prompt response,· and request a direct conversation or moeting 
witb you at your earliest convenience. I am deeply disappointed in the Air Force's handling of 
this matter. . · 

#f~ 
cc: Michael Dooley. Secretary of the Air Pon:e 

Ben Nelson, United States Senator 
Lee Terry, UDited States CODIRSSD18D 

Mike Johanns 
United States Senator 

Ill 



tlnittd ~tarts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable William J. Lynn, III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

April 2, 2009 

The tragedy of September 11,2001, is something Americans will never 
forget. Neither should we ever forget the first heroes who fought and died for us in 
our global struggle against Islamic extremism. The frrst American to die in this 
struggle was John Michael Spann, a CIA operative who was killed while collecting 
battlefield intelligence near Mazar-i-Sharif at the infamous Qala Jangi fortress. 
The information surrounding the event at Qala Jangi has been well-documented in 
the Western media, including a two-and-one-halfhour videotape, shot by a 
Northern Alliance intelligence official, which recorded events in the Qala Jangi 
fortress up to the moment when the uprising began, as well as a subsequent video 
of the event filmed by an on-scene foreign news crew that has aired on the 
Discovery Channel and the History ChaiUlel. In these videos, Spann is shown 
interviewing the first-known American Taliban/al Qaeda terrorist, John Walker 
Lindh, just moments before Spann's murder. Then-Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) Director George Tenet considered Spann's death monumental enough to 
publicly disclose his name and CIA affiliation at the time, an unprecedented act for 
the CIA. 

At that time of Spann's death, an American Navy Sea, Air, Land (SEAL) 
team member embedded in a British Special Boat Squadron team responded to the 
scene and attempted to rescue Spann. By the time he reached him, however, Spann 
had passed away. This heroic act by one American risking his life to save another 
at the earliest stages of our ongoing national struggle deserves broader 
dissemination among the American people. Recently, a Hollywood film producer, 
Mr. Brandon Hogan, made known his intention to factually depict the events that 
took place at the time of Spann's death. Mr. Hogan has been seeking factual 
information about this incident for the past five years. To date, he has conducted 



The Honorable William J. Lynn, III 
April 2, 2009 
Page Two 

multiple interviews with current and former U.S. officials to make certain that the 
stories of this event are not only accurate, but that the stories of the men who 
sacrificed their lives are not forgotten. 

We see no damage to national security in further disclosing more details 
concerning the events of November 25,2001, and we ask that you extend Mr. 
Hogan the opportunity to review documents and video footage of the Qala Jangi 
event. In addition, we request that information surrounding the events of 
"Operation Redwing" be made available to Mr. Hogan under the same conditions 
and circumstances the Department crafted for another Hollywood producer. As 
you will recall1 Operation Redwing was an operation that took place in 
Afghanistan during June 2005 that ultimately led to the largest loss of life in Navy 
SEAL history. 

We believe it is time to tell the stories of these heroic men involved with 
these incidents. Your accommodation to Mr. Hogan would assist in honoring the 
men who have lost their lives in Mghanistan while defending this nation. If you 
have any questions about our request, please contact Louis Tucker, the Minority 
Staff Director of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence. Mr. Tucker can be 
reached at (202)224-1700. 

Sincerely, 

ChrijJ&J 
United States Senator 

~ 
Richard C. Shelby 
United States Senator 

cc: The Honorable Leon Panetta, Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
The Honorable Dennis C. Blair, Director ofNational Intelligence 
The Honorable Robert M. Gates, Secretary of Defense 



04/03/2009 14:25 FAX 202 228 0012 SEN. BEN NELSON 

E. BENJAMIN NELSON ··' 
~IIIWIItA 

tlnittd £;tatts ~matt 

1'he Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary 
U.S. Pepartmeot of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretaly Gates: 

April 3, 2009 
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FAX: (202} 228-0012 
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On April2. 2009, tbe U.S. Air Force announced that it had chosen Barksdale Air Force Base in Louisiana as the 
location of the new Global S~c Command to oversee the Air Force's nuclear operations .. In press reports 
anno1mcing this decision, 'I was greatly concerned to see allegations by a member oftbe Nebraska Congressional 
delegation that military commanders have asserted that politics play a role in the· decision of the location of 
major new commands. 

Yet dle Omaha World-Herald reported on April3, 2009. that "Rep. Lee Teny said that while military 
~Jil.PWldm .m..iDtaio.pU~ .that.paljtics..areJlot jnyol\!ed.in. mch_deeisions, ~ conoede-in· pr:Wate.that· ......... • ·---· ..... ~, • -· 
politics do play a role. Terry said those politics occur primarily at the Senate level." This is a very serious· 
allega~on which I believe merits serious consideration an:d a response by the U.S. Departmont of Defense 
(DoD}. I am greatly concerned by any accusation that DoQ chose Barksdale Air Force Base as the locati~ of 
the Global Strike Co.m.mand based on political considerations, particularly those in the Senate, rather than an 
objective evaluation of the qualifications oftbe bases. Such allegations, if left unaddressed. seriously undermine 
the credibility and integrity of our anned services and the men and women who serve to keep our nation secure. 

I ask you to immediately investigate and report on the allegations by Congressman Tmy as reported in the 
Omaha World-Herald that milituy commanders are basing their decisions on politics, in part in or in whole, 
rather than the interests of DoD and the security of our nation. 

Since Congressman Teny provided no specifics to back up his allegations, some could choose to discount them 
as baseless. However, since Offutt Air Force Base scored highest overall of all the bases under consideration in 
the criteria used. and rated the highest or tied for. the highest in all six individual subcategories, it is difficult to 
explain why Offutt was not selected and to argue that politics was not the basis for this decision. 

The longer such an allegation goes lDla.ddressed, the greater the appearance of plausibility becoJnes. Therefore, 
I am requesting an immem.te and thorough· investigation of1his matter and look forward to your response. 

EBN:ceg 

cc: The Honorable Barack Obama 
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April 3, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: . 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-4502 

APPROPRIATIONS 

JUDICIARY 

A recent report by Human Rights Watch {HRW) describes the use ofU.S.-manufactured 
white phosphorus (WP) artillery shells during Operation Cast Lead in Gaza (December 
27,2008- January 18, 2009). According to HRW's field investigation. all of the WP 
shells that HRW found in Gaza are from the same lot, manufactured in the United States 
and marked: THS89Dll2-003 155MM M825El. It is my understanding that THS89 is 
the manufacturer identification code denoting that the shells were produced in April, 
1989 .by Thiokol Aerospace, which operated the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant at 
the time; 112-003 are the interfiX and sequence numbers, which denote that several lots 
of the same ammunition were being produced simultaneously; 155MM stands for the 
caliber of the artillery shell. M825El is the U.S. military designation for an older 
remanufactured M825 white phosphorous shell that has been brought up to the current 
M825Al standard. 

Additionally, Reuters news agency photographed Israeli Defense Force (IDF) Ml09 
artillery units near the Gaza strip handling M825Al projectiles on January 4, 2009 with 
the lot number PB-91J011-002A, indicating these were produced in the United States at 
the Pine Bluff Arsenal in September 1991. 

There are also reports that WP was air-burst over densely populated urban areas during 
the military campaign. In order to better understand how American manufactured WP 
got to the IDF's arsenal and also how U.S. tactics, techniques, and procedures (TTPs) 
may differ from IDF TIPs, we would appreciate your answers to the following questions: 

Under what mechanism was the white phosphorus from the two lots noted above 
transferred/sold to Israel? 

- Are there any transfer or use restrictions placed upon Israel by the United States? 
- ·noes the U.S. still provide Israel with WP munitions? If so what type? When 

was the most recent transfer/sale of WP to Israel? 
- How much WP has the U.S. sent to Israel in the last 10 years? 
- Who produces and where is WP currently produced in the United States? 

Where does the U.S. Army get WP munitions from? 
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- What are the U.S. Army's TTPs for employment of 155:MM WP? 
o Does the U.S. Army air burst WP? For what reason? What are the 

restrictions? 
o Does the U.S. Army allow WP to be fired over urban areas? What if any 

restrictions are placed on such actions? 
o Why does the U.S. Anny employ WP, beyond the creation of 

smokescreens? 
o In what manner does the U.S. Army employ WP? 
o At what level is the employment of WP authorized? 
o Does the U.S. Army still use WP as a weapon as it did in the Second 

Battle of Fallujah in 2004? If so, what restrictions are placed on the use of 
WP as a weapon? 

- What alternatives to WP does the US Anny have available to it? Under what 
conditions would it employ an alternative to WP? 

. Thank you for your assistance. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitnt ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April l, 2009 

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on 
Anned Services, Senator Jack Reed plans to travel to Kuwait, United Arab Emirates, 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iraq during the period April13-20, 2009. Senator Reed will 
be accompanied by Ms. Elizabeth King, his personal staffer who has been designated to 
the Committee. 

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in 
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air 
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the 
Anny could be designated as the action agency for this travel. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinitrd ~tarrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 1, 2009 

This letter is to request assistance for Mr. Adam J. Barker, 
Research Assistant, on the Senate Armed Services Committee, to 
travel by commercial transportation to California and Illinois, 
during the period April 5-10, 2009. 

The purpose of his trip is to visit facilities at Camp 
Pendleton, Naval Special Warfare Command, MCAS Miramar, and Third 
Fleet HQ in California; and Navy Recruit Training Command (Battle 
Station 21) in Illinois to receive briefings on issues pertinent 
to current operations and needs for the upcoming fiscal year, as 
well as meetings with officers and enlisted personnel on issues 
of concern. It is requested that the Department of the Navy be 
assigned the action agent for this trip. 

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary 
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized 
by 31 u.s.c. 1108(g). 

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 



President Barack Obama 
. The White House . 

Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. Presid~nt: 

tinitnl ~tatm ~tnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

March 26, 2009 

We are writing to urge you to retain adequate funding for the Next Generation Bomber in 
the Fiscal Year 2010 defense budget. A recent media report suggests that tennination of the 
Next Generation Bomber is being propc)sed by your administration as the Pentagon fmalizes its 

· FY2010 budget request. We believe termination of the Next Generation Bomber wou\d do 
tremendous damage to our nation's future ability to project power abroad, and runs counter to 
what senior defense officials in your Administration have stated about the need for a Next 
Generation Bomber. 

As you know, the 2006 Quadrennial Defense Review directed the Air Force to "develop a 
new land-based. penetrating long range strike capability to be fielded' by 2018." The need for 
this new long range strike capability is w-gent because, while our current wars are beiitg fought 
in undefended airspace, the conflicts of the near-term future will likely feature heavily defended · 
airspace, due in large part to the proliferation of relatively inexpensive, but extremely ., 
sophisticated and deadly air defense systems. As General Michael Maples, Director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, noted during a March 10, ~009 Senate Anned ·Services Committee 
hearing on worldwide threats, "Russia, quite frankly, is the developer of most of those [adv~ced 
air defense] systems and is exporting those systems both to China and to other countries in the 
world." 

Nearly half of our bombednventory pre-dates the Cuban Missile Crisis. The 8~52 is a 
robust aircraft, but it is no longer survivable in defended airspace~ While the.B- I can be 
upgraded, it still lacks the vital stealth technology that affords a greater level of protection in 
defended airspace. With orily sixteen combat ready B~2 bombers currently available with vital 
stealth technology to hold targets d~p in heavily defended alrspace at risk, a decision to 
terminate the Next Generation Bomber would severely diminish our ability to project power on a 
global scale in the future. Should you decide to tenninate this important program, the 
consequences to our national security would be grave. 

Aside from our view about the urgent need· for development of the Next Generation 
Bomber. senior officials you have selected to lead the Department of Defense have· stated the 
need for a Next Generation Bomber. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates discussed the need for a 
new bomber as recently as January ofthis year, in an article for Foreign. Affairs entitled "A 
Balanced Strategy," writing that the United States' ability to strike from over the horizon will be 
at a premium in future conflicts and "will require shifts from short-range to loriger-range 
systems, such as the next~generation bomber." Michele Flournoy, Under S~retary of Defense 



for Policy, stated at her nomination hearing qn January 15, 2009 that ~I think the need for long
range precision strikes that can penetrate the most sophisticated enemy air defenses is absolutely 
critical." 

With an aging bomber fleet that is highly wlnerable to inexpensive yet sophisticated air 
defense systems rapidly being acquired by potential adversaries ofthe United States, continued 
development of the Next Generation Bomber is vital to our nation's future security. As senior 
defense officials within your Administration have stated, the need for a Next Generation Bomber 
is absolutely critical. Therefore, we respectfully urge you to continue development ofthe·Next 
Generation Bomber. 

Thank you for your atten.tion to this important matter. 

DAVID VITIER 
United States Senator 

United States Senator 

Sincerely, · 

-~· ~J ~ ~ 
-OHNSO 

United Stat enator 

YHUTCHISON 

cc: Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary of Defe~se 
Honorable Michele Flownoy, Under Secretary of Defense, Policy 
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The Honorable Michele Flournoy 
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Secretary f!oumoy. 

WASHINGTON, OC 20!U0·2503 

April 3, 2009 

What I have heard abouc lhe Pre5idcnfs initial approach to formolating and executina a 
comprehensive strategy for Afghanistan and Pakistan is encouraging. This week I .spoke at tln= 
National Pr~ Club and the United States Institute of Peace, offering my opinions on the 
regional situation and discussing my thoughts on thsl~esidcnt's strategy. I am attaching a copy 
of my USIP speech Cor your consideration. 

While 1 still have some reservations about .specific details ofthe strategy that I have not 
yet seen, I am cautiously optimistic that a well-resourced COIN Strategy, fully synchronized 
with development and governance assistance, will prevail. J believe that we can defeat al Qa'ida 
and the Taliban, and establish a stable Afghanistan. I also believe that there is still time to turn 
Pakistan back from the brink of radicalization and internal destruction. 

As the Vice Chairman or the Senace Select Cornmiuee on lnteiHgence and as an active 
member of th~ Defense Subcommittee and the Foreign Operations Subcommiuee of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, J expect to play a central role in the Senate in working with you and 
other policy IIJakers to address and resource appropriately our nation's strategy to suceccd .in this 
region. 

1 am dedicated to working with you. other admaniscration officials, and with my 
co11eagues in the Congress to ensure that we win this war. When we do, our nation will emerge 
safer, stronger. and better protected from the forces of terrorism. We ha\'e no other option than 
io face rhis challenge head on 

I look forward to continued dialogue on this nlatter. 

Enclosure 

Sincer y,y 
C ristopher S. Bond 
United States Senator 

• 



C!tnngnss nf t}Je 11bdteb ~tate.s 
tlas!1ingtnn, ile!L 20515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington,.DC 20301 

March 30, 2009 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

We are concerned that veterans who served in Iraq and Mghanistan may be ill, and some may 
have actually died, as a result of exposure to dangerous toxins produced by bum pits used to 
destroy waste. The ·Military Times reports that scores of returning veterans who were exposed to 
bwn pits display similar symptoms: chronic bronchitis, asthma, sleep apnea, chronic coughs, and 
allergy-like symptoms. Several also have cited heart problems, lymphoma, and leukemia. We 
write to request that you direct relevant DoD personnel to fully comply with the VA's requests 
for infonnation needed to study the impact of these potential environmental exposures. 

Our experience with treat~ illnesses caused by Agent Orange and Gulf War Illness taught us 
that we must be vigilant in monitoring and treating our veterans long after they have returned 
from the battlefield. Although the Department of Defense currently maintains that there are no 
health dangers to troops from exposure to burn pits, we believe it is premature to dismiss 
concerns raised about burn pits after only a few years. 

As you know, a joint study of the bum pit at Balad Air Base found that toxins were present, 
including carcinogens such as dioxin, but that they did not exceed military exposure guidelines 
for those exposed to the fumes for one year. The Defense Health Board reviewed the study last 
year. While the Board found that the study was generally adequate, it identified several 
weaknesses in the ~y. ~eluding the lack of a comprehensive analysis .ofthe interaction of 
various toxins and the failure to conduct a valid study of relevant health records. It identified 
several ways in which the Army could improve its examination of dioxin serum sampling and 
analysis of respiratory illnesses. 

~ Independent scientists• who have reviewed the joint study of the Balad Ai,r Base have informed us 
that there is a significant danger that veterans may become ill as a result of exposure to fumes 
emanating from such burn pits. They also noted that the underlying data supporting the study 
was not included and that it will be difficult to ascertain the potential health care implications of 
exposure to the fumes without this data. 

For this reason, we request that you make this underlying data available to our staff and to the 
Government Accountability Office for its review, in a classified setting if required. 

Meanwhile, the real indicators of the dangers to veterans are the long-term health measures of · 
those exposed rather than less reliable environmental reports. Therefore, the study of those 
known to be exposed by burn pits should be the primary focus. · · 
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Responding to a recent Congressional request along these lines, Veterans Affairs Secretary 
Shinseki gave assurance that he is taking seriously our concerns about the dangers of burn pits. 
In the enclosed message, Secretary Shinseki committed to take the following actions which relate 
to the Department of Defense: 

1. VA scientists have begun health studies on veterans of the current conflicts in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, including requesting assistance from the Department of Defense (DoD) for 
troop exposure and location data. 

2. VA is working with DoD to obtain all relevant exposure data with the goal of 
establishing potential correlations with health problems among affected veterans. To this 
end, VA has established a data sharing agreement with DoD that grants access to this data 
for separated veterans. VA scientists will also review data gathered from DoD's Post 
Deployment Health Assessment (PDHA) surveys, which ask about exposures to smoke 
from burn pits, subsequent symptoms, and a variety of other health related questions. 

Since time is of the essence and the lives of our troops and veterans are at stake, we are 
requesting your expressed commitment that the Pentagon will fully cooperate with the VA in this 
matter so that these analyses can be completed as quickly and accurately as possible. We also 
request that you direct the relevant Department of Defense offices to fully cooperate with the 
V A's studies. 

Thank you for your attention and assistance in this matter. 

Representative Steve Cohen 

Senator Ron Wfdeil 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. PTesident: 
' 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-1404 

March 20, 2009 

COMMITTEES: 

AI'IMEO SERVICES 

IIANICING. HOUSING.NfD Ur.NIAI'IWRS 

SB.£CT COMimEE ON INTD.UGEHCI 

I write today about a pending regulation regarding the use of specialty metals melted in the 
United States for defense items. As I wtderstand, this and many other regulations have been put 
on hold pending a review by your Administration. 

I believe that it is important to maintain a strong defense industrial base, and that a domestic 
supply of strategic materials is vital to our national security. As sue~ I have supported 
Congressional efforts to ensure that the Department of Defense (DOD) purchases domestic 
specialty metals. However, I am aware ~t $~r~ are outstanding .questions regarding how the 
DOD should interpret th~ SpecialtY ~etals Amendment (10 u.s.c~ 2533b). . 

I have written letters to senior OOD officials in iec~nt mooths regarding th~ htterpretatio~ of 
recent statutory changes to the proVision, which were enacted in' the FY 2008 National I>efense 
Authorization Act. I am not alone in my questions ori this iSsue. The House·Anned Services 
Committee also included language in its Report on the FY 2009 National Defense Authorization 
Act expressing its concern regarding DOD's prelim~ inteipretation of the statutory change$ 
with respect to two points: (1) the definition of''commercial-off-the-shelf-items (COTS) for 
purposes of the Specialty Metals Amendment; and (2) the definition of the term "produced," and 
whether the proposed definition would change the melting requirement of the law. 

The DOD issued a proposed rule in July 2008 that was not in concurrence with what was in the 
report for the FY 2008 National Defense Authorization Act. The proposed rule allowed 
components to be COTS items if the component is modified for military applications. However, 
as I understand, current law requires that a COTS item to be ~offered to .the Gov~ent, without 
modification, in the same form in which it is sold in the. comrileicial marketplace." 

I am also conc~med the pro.Posed rule ~y create a preced~ni by permitting the use of imp~rted 
specialty metals - such as arinor ·plate- which are subjected to· minirilal processing operations 
following importation. While· I remain "adamantly in favor ofany "actions necessary to provide 
force protection equipment to our military, I ~ that your staff consider whether the waivers and 
exceptions in the existing statutorY frariiework inay make this expansion.ofthe definition 
unnecessary. · · · · · · · · · . ·. · :' . -· · . . . · . : •. 



Further, as I understand, the DOD's proposed rule was never issued as a final regulation. 
However, the General Services Administration (GSA) recently incorporated it into a final rule 
( 48 CFR Parts 2, 3, 12, 23; 25, and 52) in an effort by GSA to be consistent with the definition 
that was provided in draft form by the DOD. In order to fix this probl~ I ask that these GSA 
provisions be part of your regulatory review and subject to revision accordingly. 

The proposed DOD rule implementing changes in the Specialty Metals Amendment, and the 
regulatory changes adopted by the GSA, warrant full consideration. I am concerned how they 
will impact the ability of domestic specialty metals manufacturers to produce and supply these 
materials, and how they may create a dependency on offshore sources for these critical materials. 

' 

Our·military cannot permit supply disruptions in a time of war. 1 believe that the Specialty 
Metals Amendment provides the incentive our metals suppliers need to invest in the 
-technologically advanced materials that remain vital to our defense industrial base. We ask that 
your Administration consider these matters in the course of its regulatory review. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or your staff have any questions or concerns. Thank 
you for your continued service and leadership. 

cc: Director Peter Orszag 
Secretary Robert Gates 

EvanBayh 
United States Senator 



EDWARD M. KENNEDY 
w.ssACHUSEns 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear~Oata: . . ~. ' -------

tinittd ~mtts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101 

February 24, 2009 

. . ·-·· ·-- - - . - ··· ·- · -·-
. I"m writifta to nquest your support for fuadiaa of tht C... fat lllteplllioa ofMOdieiDe IDil 

Innovative Technology (CIMJT) in the President" a Filcal Y• 2010 ~ of.Defellle budpt ill the 
amount of S2S million. 

,. 
CIMIT, a research consortium in Massachusetts consisting of 12 member institutions, was founded 

10 years ago by a medical innovator and Vietnam veteran to improve combat casualty and soldier/civilian 
care by brin$ing together clinicians and engineen to encourage more rapid and etrec.tive development of 
innovative. medical teclmology, procedures and processes. The consortium consists of Massachusetts 
General HOSpital, Brigham and Women's Haspitll, Partners HealthCan; MassacbuseUs Institute of 
Teclmology, the Charles Stark Draper Laboratory, Belh Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Medical 
Center, Boston University, Children's Hospital Boston, Newton-Wellesley Hospital, and the VA Boston 
Healthcare System. The Center itself is located at Harvard Medical School. 

CIMIT investigators have developed iilnovative technologies and new treannents in a timely fashion 
in major areas of need: Trauma and Casualty Care, Infection Control and Sepsis, Spinal Cord Injury, 
Enhancing Performance, and Skin and Milscle Imtervation. They have established new programs on 
Traumatic Brain Injury, and Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, and these programs are led by nationally 
recognized research clinicians who address these serious and growing challenges. 

The consortium his already establisbed 1iDb wida tbe Depertment to translate its innovational 
research to Drototvoeltestina and commercialization, IIMi the Department has expressed interest in using the 
CIMIT model tD facilitate tlanslatiooal meudl supported or conducted by its ·own personnel. 

CIMIT has the potential to be a major assistant to the Department in protecting and treating our 
soldiers, and I hope very much that you will support this funding. 

With gjeat respect and my warmest wishes· 
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VETI!RANS' AFFAIRS 

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 OOD Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINOTON.. DC 20510 

April 8, 2009 

A3 the Depmtment of Defense evaluates candidates for positions at the Pentagon, I hope you will 
consider Dr. Mark Wayda, of Columbus, Ohio. I have every confidence that Dr. Wayda would 
be an invaluable addition to the Administration. Dr. Wayda bas an outstanding career with a 
diverse background in joint operations, legislative relations, public affairs, and political 
communication. 

In his current role at the Adjutant General's Department of the Ohio National Guard, Dr. Wayda 
concurrently manages the Department's Government Relations and Pub lie Affairs programs. In 
these roles, he has built lastini relationships with politieal advisors, policymalcers, and Defense 
Department leaders, on the loeal. state, and federal levels, as well as managed all internal and 
extcma1 communications for the Ohio National Guard. Dr. Wayda has been instrumental in 
leading one of our nation1s largest National Guard forces, and has received the Ohio 
Distinguished Serviee Medal, the highest award a civilian may receive. 

During Dr. Wayda's time as the Chief of Executive Staff at the State Medical Board of Ohio, he 
successfully served as a liaison between the Medical Board and outside organizations, oversaw 
its budget, and supervised multiple departments. 

I am confident that Dr. Wayda has the lmowledge and experience necessary to succeed at the 
Department ofDcfense. He would serve our nation well at the national level as a valuable and 
trusted professional. Thank you for considering Dr. Wayda.. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

212 
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·· i am pi~ued to· ~~y &Upport the application of (b)<6> {t)si.·iet.) · . 
· to serve in the Department of Defense in the capaCity o ~uty Assistant Se~~ of : . · :· .. 
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(b)<
6

> . helped prepare .the Colorado Spring$ community and the state for this , ·. 
:growth. He Blso underatandshow·to cl~arly.cqmmunictl.te ~e overallsigni:ticarice and . . . · · , .. 
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIG4N, CHAIRMAN 

EDWARD M. KENIIEDY. MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, .ARIZONA 
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M INHOfE, OK!.AHOMA 
JOSEPH I. L£8EAMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS. GEORGIA 
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII UNDSEY GRAHAM. S\)UTH CAROLINA 
BILL NELSON. FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUT~ DAKOTA 
E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA 
EVAN SAYH, INDIANA . ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI 
JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA 
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVIDVITTER. LOUISIANA 
MARK UD~. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS. MAINE 
KAY R. HAGAN. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA 
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS 

RICHARO 0. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR 
JOSEPH W. 80WAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ilnitrd ~tatrs ~rnatt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 7, 2009 

As Chairman and Ranking Member of the Subcommittee on Personnel, we are concerned about 
suicides by military members. 

On March 18, 2009 the Subcommittee held a hearing to examine the recent increase in military 
suicides and efforts by the services to prevent suicide. On March 25, 2009, the Subcommittee 
held a hearing on reserve component issues which also included a discussion of suicides of 
members of the National Guard and Reserve. 

We are concerned that the Reserve Components are not consistently reporting suicides by all 
service members, particularly those who are not in an active duty status. We believe that to 
accurately understand both the extent of military suicides and the entire population at risk, the 
Department must require reporting of all suicides within the total force. This data also should be 
provided to researchers who are assisting the Department in the design of effective prevention 
strategies. 

We.request that you review the procedures of each of the reserve components for collecting and 
reporting suicide data, and institute uniform policies and procedures to ensure that suicides by 
members of the reserve components are reported as part of the total force of the Department of 
Defense. 

We request that you report to the Subcommittee within 90 days on the results of your review and 
actions taken to address these concerns. 

E. Ben 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Personnel 



ROBERT C. BYIIO, WEST VIRGINIA. CHAIRMAN 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, HAWAII 
~ATliiCk J . LEAHV, IIEIUONT 
TOM HARICIN, IOWA 
BAIIBAIIA A. MIKULSKI, MAAYLAND 
HERB KOHL. WISCONSIN 
PAnY MURRAY, WASHINGTON 
BYRON L DORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, CALIFORNIA 
RICHARD J . DURBIN, ILLINOIS 
nM JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MAAY L LANDiltEU. LOUISIANA 
JACI( REED. RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK A. LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 
BEN lofLSON. NEBRASKA 

THAO COO< RAN, MISSISSIPPI 
TED STEVENS. ALASKA 
AALEN SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
PETE V. DOMENICI. NEW MEXICO 
CHRISTOPHE~ S. BOND. MISSOU~I 
MITCH McCONNELL, KE.NT\JCKV 
RICHAIID C. SHELBY, ALABAMA 
JUDO GREGG. NEW HII.MPSHIRE 
ROBERT F. B£NNETT, UTAH 
LAARV CRAIG. IDAHO 
KAY DAILEY HUTCHISON, TEXAS 
s.o\M IROWNBACK, KANSAS 
WAYNE ALLARD. COLORADO 
LAMAR ALEXANDER, TENNESSEE 

CHARLES KIEFFER, STAFF DIAECTOA 
BRUCE EVANS. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Honorable Robert Wilkie 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon · 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Mr. Wilkie: 

ilinittd ~tatrs ~cmttt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

March 31, 2009 

I have received the enclosed proposal from officials at Momentive Performance Materials 
in Sistersville, West Virginia, regarding the company's "Green Silanes" Process 
Development and Manufacturing project. 

I would appreciate your reviewing the enclosed proposal, and providing me with your 
comments about it. 

Thanking you in advance for your assistance, I am 

RCB:bwb 
Enclosure 

Sincerely yours, 

~r~4£ 



JACK REED 
RHODE ISl.AND 

COMMTJTEES 

APPROPRIATIONS 

ARMED SBMCES 

BANKING, HOUSING. AND URBAN AFFAIRS 

HEALTH. EDUCATION. LABOR. AND PENSIONS 

~nitro £'tatrs ~rnatt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3903 

. ,!·· .. March 20, 2009 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Wa.hi1"19t0n,DC: 

728 Hart S.malo Offaw Building 
Woshlngton, DC 2051o-3903 

(2021 224-4642 

Rhode Island: 

1000 Olapellliew ~rd. Suite 290 
Cr~nston. Rl 02920-3074 

(4011943-3100 

On. Exchange Terrace, Room 408 
PrcMdonce, Rl 02903-1773 

(401) 528-5200 

1 (800)284-4200 

TDD Relay Rhode Island 
I !BOO) 745-5555 

. http://rud.IOIIIIle.gov 

I write to strongly recommend ._<b_><S_> ____ __, to serve on the Defense Policy Board. 

{b){6) is a woman of remarkable talent and intellect who possesses extensive subject 
matter expertise and sound foreign policy judgment. 

Currently, {b){S) is a visiting professor at Tufts University's Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy ere s e ectures on international security and nuclear regulation and 
proliferation matters. Prior to her tenure as visiting professor {b){6) tat the Kennedy 
School of Government and served as Vice Chair and Senior Consultant of the Conflict 
Management Group, a non~profit international dispute resolution organization. 

Recognizing her talents and abilities, in 1977, President · ted {b){S) as 
Assistant Secretary, and later Under Secretary, of the Air Force~ {b){S) was charged with a 
wide range of responsibilities, including oversight ofw , implementation of the 
department budget, and man~power i~s. Indeed, {b){S) awarded the Distinguished 
Service Medal for .her re~kable .$ervice to our natiot:L. She has a strong professional record, 
and I have attached her resume for your review. .. · 

Throughout her career, {b){S) omm.i1ment to academia an4 public service has 
remained steadfast. She serves as Chairwoman of the Project on International Institutions and 
Conflict Management at Harvard Law School. She is a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations and has authored numeroUs publications on defense and national security policy . 
including, most rec~tly, How American Threat Behavior Threatens N~o':'a! Security. · 

. ·,J. 
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t2Dal 224-1210 ITDDI 

-~ ... nate.oov WASHINGTON, OC 2051<1-4904 

The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW 
Washington~ DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President. 

April 13, 2009 

I am very pleased by the safe rescue of Captain Richard Phillips and the crew of 
the Maersk Alabama, and applaud your excellent handling of this crisis. I am also 
pleased by your administration's expressed commitment to bolster the 
international naval presence and capabilities in the waters off the Hom of Africa to 
deter attacks, as well to strengthen the international legal framework to bring these 
pirates to justice. I look forward to working with you, Secretary Clinton and 
Secretary Gates in this regard. 

As you know, piracy offthe coast of Somalia is a symptom of the state eoJiapse 
and instability on land; thus, any military actions we take will only be stopgap 
measures. In recent Congressional testimony, Director of National Intelligence 
Blair and Defense Intelligence Agency Director Anny Lt. General Michael 
Maples cited lawlessness and economic problems on land for the rise in piracy at 
sea. The ultimate solution to the problem of piracy, then, is the establishment of a 
functional government that can enforce the rule of law. During the rule ofthe 
Council of Islamic Courts in 2006, there was a notable decline in piracy that can 
be attributed, in large part, to the rise of a central authority in southern Somalia. 
Without replicating.the repressive rule of the Courts, we must keep in mind that 

. establishing a central governing structure in Somalia is critical to resolving. not 
just stopping, the problem of piracy. 

In February 2009, I sent you a Jetter, which I have attached, that outlines the 
essential need to develop a comprehensive interagency strategy to stabilize 
Somalia and support effective governance. With the strategic review now 
underway, I reiterate my belief that expanded U.S. support for the new unity 
government must be a central component of that strategy. Furthermore. we must 
seize the· opening that lies before us by publicly declaring our commitment to 
high-level, sustained engagement that could help Somalia overcome the many 
challenges to peace and stability. 
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I met with President Sheik Sharif during a trip to the region this past December, 
just before his election, and met last month with the new government's Foreign 
Minister here in Washington D.C. In both meetings we discussed the importance 
of an inclusive process to unite Somalia and the importance of U.S. support to 
achieve that goal. 

Just as you have personally become engaged in the problem of piracy otT 
Somalia's coast, it is essential that you personally engage in U.S. efforts to address 
its origins on land. As a first step, I urge you to call President Sheik Sharif and 
indicate a clear commitment to work with his government not only on maritime 
insecurity issues, but also to help establish security and functional, inclusive 
governance within the country. This should be coordinated with other levels of 
engagement and complemented by ongoing discussio.ns with our regional and 
international partners on a comprehensiv·e plan to support this transitional 
government and srabilize Somalia. 

We have a unique opportunity with the current level of attention to Somalia's 
waters to focus on developing a strategic approach that incorporates the broader 
problems facing Somalia. 1 urge you to seize this opportunity, and stand ready to 
support and work with you on a comprehensive strategy that can help bring 
stability to this region. If we do not take this critical step, we will continue to 
see Somalia's historic instability manifest itself in piracy and growing extremism, 
both of which pose serious security threats in the region and around the globe. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

CC: The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of State 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

The Honorable Dennis Blair 
Director of National Intelligence 
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Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentaaon 
Washinaton. DC 10301·1 000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

Ill foiSt W.s""""' Polllf,ll\lllt :10 
w-..L~,,.,.._7l41 . .,., ... , ... 

Those who serve in the National Guard are being asked to do more in the serviee of our 
Nation than they have ever dono before and I applaud your efforts to seamlessly intearate our 
Guarclsmen into the total forca. Among those Ouatdamcn eumntly scrvln& abroad are the 
members of the Alaska National Guard's 2071JJ Aviation Regiment. who were deployed to 

. Kosova in November 2008 for a one year peacekeepina mission. 

Service members servina in Kosovo arc entitled to participate in the Kosovo R&R.leave 
program. This prosram provides up to 15 days ofR&R.leave at aovemment expense. However, I 
have come to lell'D. thai the proaram auidelines cap airfare reimbursement at the cost to travel 
from Kosovo to Frankfurt. Germany or Baltimore. Maryland. In reeent weeks I have heard :from 
the spouses of member• of the 201h Aviation Rc:time.nt that this cap is insufficient to cover tho 
cost oftl'ave.l from Kosavo to the Alaska homes of our deployed Guardsmen.. The Guardsmen 
have been required to cover the difference in cost out of. their own poe.ket&. Some of the 
Ouardamen have smed in the Persian Gulf and wonder why thdr R&R trip to Aluka waa fully 
paid in that ill8£ance but only partially paid in this one. 

I understand tba.t it ia possible for your office to grant a waiver on this cap wbidl would 
onable the Alaska Guardsmen to travel home for R&R entirely at government expense. I also 
understand that the chain of command hu initiated the process of annting a waiver. l would 
encourage you to grant the waiver when it com.es before you. 

One or more Aluka Guardsmen may currently be in transit on their R.&R nips. 1 would 
hope that the waiver, if granted. would enable these Guardsmen to seek reimbursemell't for the 
difference between the capped RAR reimbursement amount when they began their trip and the 
tna1dmum amount allowable under tbt; waiver. if granted. 

HQWFPAQEANp~BMA& 
lftUIIItOWIICI.I(!VATI.OCV 
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While it ma.y coat a bit more to return m Alulca Guudsman home for RAR than some of 
his comrades in arms. the incremental investment is returned in dedication to service and femily 
stability. Thank you for all that you and your team do to protect our Nation•s security. 

' a MW'kow.ski 
United States Senator 
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JAMES M. INHOF"E 

OKLAHOMA 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

April5,2009 

Honorable William Lynn 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310-1010 

Dear Mr. Lynn, 

I would like to invite you to join the civic leaders of 
Lawton Oklahoma and the members of the Lawton Fort Sill 
Chamber of Commerce to the Annual Capitol Hill Breakfast 
on Thursday, April 30, 2009. . ·· 

The breakfast will commence at 8:00 am in the Senate 
Caucus Room (#325), Russell Senate Office Building. We 
will enjoy a delicious meal, as well as enjoy the company of 
friends. 

Kindly RSVP to Joslyn Wood at 580-354-0021 or e
mail her at jwood@lawtonfortsillchamber.com. We look 
forward to seeing you at the breakfast. 

Sincerely, 

James M. lnhofe 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

-·nnitcd ~mtr.s ~cnatc 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIO~S 

WASHINGTON, DC 20!:>11}--6025 
htt;l:/inpprop6atioos.senate.gov 

March 27, 2009 

l recently met with Secretary Schlesinger on the findings of the Task force 
you established to exl;lmine the management ofthe Department's nuclear ~capons 
and to continue an on-going dialogue I have with him on security issues in the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

He brought to my attention the fact that the United States participates in 
tormal met!tings on nuclear posture with NATO member countries through the 
Nuclear Pianning Group; however, there is nothing equivalent to the NATO model 
in the Pacitic: region. As you know, the U~S. nuclear. presence provides a credible 
deterrent to a large nuclear build-up in that part ofthe world. I am aware the 
government of Japan, in particular, is worried that the U.S. will make a unilat-eral 
decision to downgrade or withdraw its nuclear capabilities from the Pacitic. 

It is my understanding that the Japanese government would like to establish 
a more fonnal relati.onship with the United States to discuss nuclear matters and 
gain assurance that the U.S. nuclear umbrella remains strong in the regim1. I 
believe it may be worthwhile to cons.ider a similar arrangement to NATO:s 
Nuclear Planning Group for our allies in the Pacific such as Australia, Japan, and 
Korea. I would appreciate your thoughts and insights on this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

1111111 IIIII 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. DopartmentofDcfcnsc 
The Pentagon. Room 3B718 
Washington, D.C. 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April21, 2009 

NO. 1724 P. 2 

We are wridna to request that you include S2S million in ftmding for the Gulf' War IIIDess 
Research Program (GWIRP) of the Congressionally DUected Medical R.eseucll · 
Programs (CD.MRP) of the US Army Modica! Research and Materiel Commlmd in the 
Department ofDefen.te•s complete budget submission oxpec.ted in the weeks ahead. 

This tequest fonows the November release of the Congressionally-mandated R.escarch 
Advisory Committee (RAC) on Gulf War IllDosses 454-page report, which concludes that 
''[t]he extensive body of scientific research now available t10nsistemiY iDdicates that Oulf 

. War illness is real, that it is the result ofneuro~xic exposures duriDB OulfWar 
deployment, and 1hat few veterans have recovered or Nbltantially improved with time. " 1 

At least 175,000 '1/etmms, one in four of those who deployed, arc aft"ected. The 
Committee called for a "renewed federal research committnent .•. to identify ctfectivc 
treatments ... to achieve the critical objectives of improving the W1th of Gulf War 
v~ and preventing s~ probloms in future deployments.ul 

As you may know, over the last fom years. Congress has provided S23 million for the 
CDMRP to fund pec.r-u:ricwed and merit-based research in10 1reatmeuu for this complex 
multi-symptom disorder (includms widespread pain, cognitive im.painD8nt, and persistent 
fatigue, in coujunction with o1her abnormalities) known as OulfWar Illnesses. This 
research is not only important to Gulf Wu vetcnns. but to ourrcnt and .future force health 
protection; not to mention public health generally. Unfortunately, exposures to toxins. 
chcm.ical weapons, and other hazardous subsf.UlCes are a permanent reality for our service 
members. We need to make sure we have the c:tfectiv~ defensive measures and 
treatments in place for service members that are exposed. Since.no substandal1reatm6nts 

1 U.S. Ocpat~meat ofVU1DI Affair~, .Raoan:h .A4vllory Commitb=o. on OulfWIII' Vctams' Dhwues. 
Gwl/'Wtll' nz,_, mttl tM Hlalth ofGv/fWIII' Yetl7flltl: Scl4nlt/lc FlwJin&r llltd ~by Bilms 
et at (W~ D.C .. Navcmbcr2001). p.17 . 
.z Ibid., p.2. 
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are cunently available for Gulf War veterans 18 yean after the end ofthe war, clearly, . 
our work is not yet complete. 

After years of the government wasting significant resources on studies focused on trying 
to explain why these vetenns of. 'the first Gulf War were not sick, tho .aearch funded and 
managed by CDMRP is ~cusing on exactly what is most important: treatments. In Fiscal 
Year 2006 CDMRP received 80 ~proposals for research, 31 full research submissions 
and awarded 9 research grants. In Fisc:al Year 2008 CDMRP received 113 pre-proposals, 
48 full submissions, aild awarded 12. In Fiscal Year 2009 it is expected that this growing 
trend of scienltfio interest in conducdng this research will continue. However. with the 
~urrent level of resources allotted to the research, the etrort to find treatments ;, • 
expanding in a tar too iDcremental fashion. Funding at tbe S2S millioo level 'Will provide 
the program with approximately $13 million for pilot studies to identify effective 
treatments and diagnostic tests, $8 million for clliUcai 1lials of treatments idemifiod as 
effective in previous pilot studies, and $4 million for a center of excelltmee to idelltify 
ptODlising candidates for treatments aDd di.agnostie tests. · 

As the Reseatch Advisory Committee teport inc:ticates, the DoD CDMRP rescareh 
program complements the Gulf War illness research program at the Department of 
V eten.us Affairs, The VA pzogram is focused on UDde.rstaDdiq biolQiieal mochinisms 
underlying Gulf War iUneas. which can ultimetely lead to tbe development oftreatm&Dts 

· to address these mccbaDisms. However. the CDMRP program is focused Oll pilot studies 
of pmmising treatme~tta already approved for other conditions, so it offers the possibility . 
of e8rly answers. The CDMRP prograxn i.s also open to all researchers world-wide on a 
peer-reviewed competitive ba.si,s, while VA programs limit the universe of eligible 
~a. . 

The Department ofDefensc historic8lly f\mded.two-thirds of OWl res~ reflecting the 
need to prevent ~ar problems in future deployments, bat funding for new Ou1( War 
illDcsses research was eliminated from the DoD budget after the onset of the cU11'eillt 
wars. Clearly we can all agree that both DoD and VA have a moral responsibility and 
vested interest in providing funding to advance reswch into treatments. 

With olD' request of SlS million tor the CDMRP GulfW~ Illness Research Program we· 
are taking the first step to implement the RAC report's recommendation that "tho 
A.drninimation request aDd Congress ~a minimum of $40 million annually to .. 
the Department~~ Defenso for the Gulf War Illness R.cscarch Program manaaed by 
DOD,s Office of Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs. "J With its 
independent. merit-based, and :peer-reviewed process we are confident that these 

3 lbid. pJ09. 
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resources are and will continue to be used in the belt interest of our service members and 
veterans. 

Finally, we note that Presidart Obama wu a. strong supporter of the CDMRP's Gulf War 
Illness Research Program durin& his time in the Senate. . 

We·look forward to working with you to ensure that $25 million in funding for 
CDMRP's Gulf War lliness Research ~gram is contained in the final PYlO DoD 
budget submission. 

/?..- ~A/t..,#c..__.-
B~&'" SANDERS 
United States Senator 

VIA~- · ~~-{ 
{usSEU.;, Woom 
United Slates Senator 

~~Dtw~ 
United States Senator 

Sinocrcly. 

cc: The Honorablo Brie K. Shinscki, Secntary of Veterans Aftairs 
The HoftOrlble, Peter R. Orzag. Director of the Office of Management and Budget 

.. 
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President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Obama: 

April6, 2009 

We write to urge you not to allow deep cuts in U.S .. missile defense programs that 
are critically important to protecting our homeland and our allies against the growing threat 
of ballistic missiles. 

Secretary of Defense Robert' Gates today announced plans to cancel or reduce such 
major programs as the Airborne Laser, Multiple Kill Vehicle, and the installation of 
additional Ground-Based Interceptor missiles in Alaska, and to cut the MDA's budget for 
Fiscal Year 2010 by $1.4 billion. Although we applaud Secretary Gates' commitment to 
such capabilities as THAAD and SM-3, these proposals would amount to almost a fifteen 
percent cut in the MDA budget and a major reduction in our missile defense portfolio
actions that we fear could undermine our emerging missile defense capabilities to protect 
the United States against a growing threat. 

As you know, the threat from ballistic missiles is significant and on the rise. 
Lieutenant General Daniel Maples, the Director of the Defense Intelligence Agency, 
recently testified before the Senate Armed Services Committee that "the threat posed by 
ballistic missile delivery systems is likely to increase while growing more complex over 
the next decade.,. General Maples further warned that "adversary nations are increasingly 
adopting technical and operational countenneasures to defeat missile defenses." Ballistic 
missile technology has already proliferated worldwide and is a direct threat to both our 
allies and our homeland. 

The threat posed by rogue states with ballistic missiles has been underscored by 
Iran and North Korea's recent missile tests. In early February, Iran launched a satellite 
atop a rocket that could be used as an intercontinental ballistic missile. Last weekend, 
North Korea tested the Taepo DoD.g-2, a long range missile that if successful, could have 
the range to strike Hawaii, Ala.<;ka, and possibly the West Coast of the United States. 

Although these developments highlight the danger we face. they have also revealed 
the progress OW' national missile defense system has made. When recently aSked before 
the Senate Armed Services Committee whether the United States could intercept a Taepo 
Dong-2 missile that targeted the American homeland, Admiral Timothy Keating, 
Commander of U.S. Pacific Command, and General Patrick Chilton, CommanderofU.S. 
Strategic Command, assured that we can do so· with high probability. This would not have 
been the case just a few years ago, and is only the case today because we have invested in a 
diverse set of missile defense capabilities .. 

liD 



Cooperation on ballistic missile defense is also essential to our most important 
alliances. In the Asia-Pacific region, Japan became the first among our allies to 
successfully intercept a ballistic missile with the Aegis defense system. In response to 
North Korea's growing arsenal of missiles, the Government of Japan decided six years ago 
to deploy a joint Aegis and Patriot PAC-3 missile defense and has already invested $7.9 
billion of its own funds to build a new pillar of our alliance. India has likewise expressed 
strong interest in closer cooperation on missile defense systems, which promises to become 
an area of cooperation in our growing strategic partnership. 

In the Middle Eru,-t, we continue to develop missile defense technology in close 
partnership with Israel. As you know, the State of Israel faces a uniquely pressing t:b@at 

due to Iran's ballistic missile prQgtatn and pursuit of weapons of mass destruction. In 
response, we have long cooperated with ISra.el to develop the Arrow family of missile 
interceptors and are now working together on the David's Sling missile defense system to 
defeat medium range rockets. These are critical programs that should not be abandoned. 

In Europe, NATO has also endorsed the importance of missile defense as a 
collaborative venture among its member states. At the Bucharest summit in April2008, 
NATO formally declared that "ballistic missile proliferation poses an increasing threat to 
Allies' forces, territory, and populations. Missile defense forms part of a broader response 
to counter this threat." NATO further expressed "deep concern" over the proliferation 
activities of both Iran and North Korea. and urged the examination of a "comprehensive 
missile defense architecture to extend coverage to all Allied territory and populations." 

In sum. cooperation on missile defense is now a critical component of many of our 
closest security partnerships around the world. We fear that cuts to the budget for missile 
defense could inadvertently undermine these relationships and foster the impression that 
the United States is an unreliable ally. Moreover, sharp cuts would leave us and our 
friends around the world less capable of responding to the growing ballistic missile threat. 

The fact remains that our adversaries continue to invest large sums in the 
development of these weapons. The question is whether we respond by developing 
appropriate defenses against them. We therefore urge you to sustain the ability of the 
Missile Defense Agency and the military services to develop an integrated, layered defense 
against the threat of ballistic missiles to the United States, our deployed forces, and our 
allies. 

We thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

JonKyl 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Roben M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

<]lnitrd ~tetrs ~rnatr 
COMMITIEE ON AAMEO SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050 

April 28, 2008 

I am profoundly disturbed by yesterday's low-altitude flight of Air Force One and F-16 fighters 
over lower Manhattan. From press reports, I understand that Air Force One's flight mission here, 
carried out by the Department of Defense, was to fly that aircraft-a Boeing 747, equipped with state
of-the-art command, control and communications equipment-at about 1,500 feet above lower 
Manhattan to provide a "photo opponunity" for the jet. 

Against the backdrop of September 11, the disruption and foreseeable injury to persons and 
property arising from any ensuing panic and confusion caused (or that could have been caused) by the 
supposed mission is absolutely unacceptable. ln that context, the recent apology of White House 
Military Office (WHMO) Director and his assumption of responsibility rings hollow. The supposed 
mission represents a fundamentally unsound exercise in military judgment and may have constituted an 
inappropriate use of Department ofDefense resources. 

In fUrtherance of the Committee's oversight of Department ofDctcnse resources and operations, 
I respectfully ask that you provide the tbllowing infonnntion: 

1) A description of exactly what the mission ofthc flyovcr was and who ultimately 
approved that mission. 

2) An estimate of the total cost associated with planning and executing that mission. 

Please provide this infonnation by Monday, May 4, 2009. If you have any questions, please 
contact Joe Bowab, at (202) 224-4928. 



KENT CONRAD 
NORTH DAKOTA 

. website: http://conrad.ll8f1ate.gov 
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BUDGET, CHAIRMAN 
AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND FORESTRY 

FINANCE 
INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

April 16, 2009 
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I wanted to oonunend you for your strong support for aggressively expanding the 
development and use ofunmaiUled aircraft systems (UAS) so that our military can reap the 
benefits of their unique capabilities. 

As you continue to push this issue, integrating UAS training and other operations into the 
national airspace system is a key challenge that will need to be resolved. The need for 
UAS-capable airspace is only going to increase as our nation draws down forces in Iraq, 
because redeploying U AS units will have to conduct training here at home in the national 
airspace system. North Dakota, with some of the most unconstrained airspace in the 
nation, offers an ideal location to test the concepts and rules that will be needed to make 
this integration successful, and I am pleased that your Department and the Air Force have 
been working to .take advantage of this potential resOurce. 

Interagency cooperation and action are keys to developing and implementing a solution 
which is agreeable to all concerned parties - FAA, DOD, DHS, civilian airspace users, and 
others. Mr. Hank Krakowski, FAA Air Traffic Organization Chief Operating Officer, 
pledged on February 16 in Grand Forks to adopt a very aggressive timelinc for fully 
integrating UAS operations in North Dakota into the national airspace, ultimately aiming 
to resolve this issue by the summer of2010. The Red River Operations Working Group 
was created as a result ofth~ meeting, and all indications at this time are that the group is 
making great strides ~ward. achieving his vision. Colonel Ed Chupein, Air Force cllicf of 
airspace and ranges, is to be commended for his co--leadership of this interagency group 
and the group's successes to date. 

Resolving this challenge is critical, and I thank you for your Department's continued 
support in this important national and homeland security matter. 

KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 



COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

. RANKING"lEr.IBER 
SuBCOMMmEE ON I'EDSIAL fli'IANCIAI. M'INADDIIeNT, 

GovtRNMINT INFOfiMAllON .-ND 

INTERNATIONAl. SE<:u111TY 

Secretary Robert Gates 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

tinitnl ~tatts £'matt 
Senator Tom Coburn, MD 

Russell Senate Office Building, Room 172 
Washington, DC 2oS1Q-3604 

Phone:202-224-6754 
Fax:202-224-6008 

April 22, 2009 

COMMinEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

IIANiaNGMEMII&II 
Su~ON H- RIGHTS 

ANDTitEI..Aw 

As part of the Fiscal Y~ 2010 budget resolution, the Senate unanimously adopted an 
amendment on April 2 prohibiting the payment of bonus awards to contractors whose projects 
went over budget or failed to meet basic performance requirements. While bonuses and award 
fees may have merit when they provide incentives to complete projects ahead of schedule and 
under budget, it is concerning that billions of dollars in bonuses have been paid out to contractors 
who have failed to meet the very basic requirements of contracts or have suffered major cost 
overruns. 

In addition to the 2010 Senate budget resolution, Congress enacted legislation in the 
National Defense Authorization Act of 2009 to require that the Department of Defense amend its 
regulations to "ensure that no award fee may be paid for contractor performance that is judged to 
be below satisfactory performance or performance that does not meet the basic requirements of 
the contract." 

The National Defense Authorization Act of2007 also required the Department to issue 
guidance and implementation instructions to this effect. In a report to Congress from October 
2008 in response to this legislation, the Office of the Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition, 
Technology, and Logistics stated that none of the contract awards they examined "were subject 
to the provisions of Section 814 ofPublic Law 109-364." 

I am extremely interested to see if~ changes implemented have h.::.d an effect on 
properly linking award fees to acquisition outcomes at the Department of Defense. Could you 
please provide the following information about this issuance of bonuses and award fees to 
contractors by the Department of Defense. 

1. What is your assess.-nent of various mechanisms that could be used to ensure an 
independent evaluation of contractor performance for the purpose of making 
determinations applicable to the judging and payment of award fees? 

2. How are bonuses and award fees for contractors determined? For example, is there a 
review board or are the criteria for such awards explicitly outlined in contracts? 
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3. How many bonuses and award fees did the Department grant to contractors each year for 
calendar year 2008? What was the total dollar amotint of such bonuses and award fees in 
2008? 

4. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or 
projects reported cost overruns or exceeded their budget? If so, how many and what was 
the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors. 

5. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors whose programs or 
projects did not meet the basic requirements of the contract? if so, how many and what 
was the total cost? Please provide the names of any such contractors. 

6. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors judged to have below 
satisfactory performance? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please 
provide the names of any such contractors. · 

7. In 2008 were bonuses and award fees been paid to contractors that were recently cited for 
regulatory violations? If so, how many and what was the total cost per year? Please 
provide the names of any such contractors. 

I would appreciate a response no later than June 22, 2009. 

Thank you for your·assistance. Please do not hesitate to contact me or Jeremy Hayes of 
my staff if you have any questions. 

--~ 
Tom A. Coburn, M.D. 
U.S. Senator 
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C:ongr~~ of tbt llnittb 6tatt~ 
lllaitlington, Jat: 20515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1000 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

April 27, 2009 

We commend you for prioritizing the development and purchase of new airborne 
intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) assets and light attack aircraft. We agree with 
you that our warfighters in Afghanistan and Iraq require a robust mix of manned and unmanned 
platfom1s to accomplish their counterinsurgency and counterterrorism missions. Given the 
relevance thcs~ capabilities have across the services - as well as the continued development of 
your Project Lih~y initiative - we hope you will organi:r.e and resource additional airborne fSR 
and light attack aircraft programs on a joint basis. 

The urgent need to provide these capabilities to our wartighters has spawned a number of 
separate development cfl'orts inside the Department of Defense. For example. for more than a 
year, tht: Navy has been assessing the capabilities of small light attack aircraft with significant ISR 
capabilities. The Air Force recently studied the need for a similar capability. Based on input 
from our commanders in the field, that study may grow into stated requirements for new assets. 

Moreover. the Air National Guard (ANO) is preparing to demonstrate the capabilities of 
thl! AT-6B later this year. We have strongly supported the AT-6H research and development 
effort inside the ANG for the past few years, and we hope that the Navy and Air Force will reap 
some of the benefits of a project that appears to be maturing just at the moment such capabilities 
are most needed. 

Based on conversations with the Navy, Air Force and Air National Guard, however, we 
remain concerned that tfforts to develop a light attack and JSR platform remain uncoordinated. 
We believe DoD should develop light attack aircraft capabilities on a joint basis. Only when the 
services are working in a coordinated fashion can we expect to get this important capability to our 
warfighters e:tlicicntly and expeditiously. 

We hope you at,rrec with our reconunendation, and we stand ready to work with y(lu to fund 
a joint light attack aircraft program that draws together DoD's multiple and ongoing programs. 

Sincerely, 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

·lanitrd ~rates cSrnatc 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

April 24, 2009 

As the Department of Defense evaluates candidates to fill key positions (b)(S) 
:t---:;;;,---..-- --o-;.-- --.-J 

of Dayton, Ohio, would be an invaluable addition to the senior leadership at Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA). . 

DARPA's goal of maintaining military technological superiority by sponsoring revolutionary, 
high-yield research will face unprecedented challenges in the near future. Technology is rapidly 
expanding and spreading around the globe while our nation's defense budget capacity will 
remain under enormous pressure. DARPA leadership will require proven management, 
budgetary, and scientific success. The agency will also need individuals who can work with all 
interested parties inside and outside of DARPA in shaping its future. 

(b)(S) exemplary career has been dedicated to developing novel innovations using 
infrared sensors and electro-optics. <b><6> is the former Chief Scientist for the Sensors 
Directorate, Air Force Research Laboratory. He has led many substantial DARPA efforts 
including the Medusa project, which is now a DARPA program at the Air Force Research 
Laboratory. 

As a highly decorated scientist with real world management success (b)(S) has been 
recognized on nwnerous occasions for his exceptional work. He received the Institute of 
Electrical and Electronics Engi ' Award for his work in electron devices. The 
Air Force Secretary recognized (b)(S) in 2006 for his dynamic and visionary 
leadership in developing sensor and countenneasure technology by presenting him with the 
Meritorious Presidential Rank Award. 

As the Defense Department seeks to bolster its intelli cc, surveillance, and reconnaissance as a 
national priority, I have no doubt that (b)(6) knowledge and experience would help 
ensure DARPA continues to play an integral role in that effort. 

Thank you for your consideration. 



JEFF BINGAMAN 
W.WMf-_.CO 

·timttd ~mtm tSmatt 

April 28. 2009 
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The Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary 
The U.S. Depattment of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I am writing you concem.ing the February 6. 2009 memorandum from the United States 
Anny Test and Evaluation Command to the Chief. I.eaisJative Liaison, Office of the Secretary of 
the Army. coneerning the initial results from the cost-benefit study requested by the Defense 
Test Resource Management Center, TRMC1 as part of the FY2008 provisional certification of 
the U.S. Anny Test and Evaluation Budget 

In this document there Bre significant shortfalls over the FYDP in maintaining adequate 
investment capability in the joint test ranges managed by Army, which are classified as Major 
Range Test Base Facilities, or MRTBF. Public Law 107-314, section 231, requires that· 

. . 
'" '(2}(A) The Director of the Center shall review each proposed budget transmitted under 
paragraph (1) and shall, not later than January 31 of the year ~g the fiscal year for 
which such budgets are proposed. submit to the Secretary of Defense a report containing 
the comments of the Director with respect to all such proposed budgets, together with the 
certification of the Director as to whether such proposed budgets are adequate. 
'(B) The Director shall also submit. together with such report and such certification, an 
additional certification as to whether such proposed budgets provide balanced support for 
such strategic plan.' "' 

l believe that the initial results of the cost- benefit study will lead to a decertification by 
the Director of the TRMC with respect to sustaining the Army's MRTBFs. In particular, finding 
7 of the report indicates that -

Al8lJQ~~OI.• f 
I!VJOIJ.I6•68<ll 

"The C'lUTent FYI 0 funded program in 0605601 A wUl not allow us to execute 2J-AI of the 
projected workload. putting all major systems at risk. Additionally, 34% of the FYlO 
annual facilities and operations sustainment requirem'cmts are unaffordable, meaning 
critical annual maintenance efforts to operate and sustain critical test capabilities will not 
be do~." 

rAAMINGTO"' 
i5<11ll3l6·~ 

RO&M:U. 
IS/Iii 1112 ·1lll 



More importantly, the enclosures to the·cost,.benefit study indicate serious underlying 
deficiencies in core sustainment, for instance Program Element 06.0'6S02AID628 shows that in 
FY 10 and FY 11, the unfunded requirement for equipment sustainment is 62%. The report notes 
that-

.. The cumulative effect of this practice is qing test instrumentation infrastructure. 
wherein over 50% of the existing equipment has exceeded it's projected useful life, 
creating a "bow wave" of investment requirements that continues into the POM years." 

The revised cover of transmittal states -

.. The Army ~knowledges the potential for reduced test support of non-major programs 
and other developmental test but will manage risk to acquisition efforts ... 

As you are aware~ the Army's MRTBFs are ranges which they sustain for the Department 
of Defense as a whole. The creation oflhc TRMC. in P.L. 1-07-314 was to ensure that the 
SUSlairunent ofthisjoint capability was main-tUned tbrough·annual budget certification. The 
statement in the revised cover memo does not reflect the joint nature of the MRmFs or nen 
how the Anny will correct the underlying deficiencies noted in the encloSUJe of detailed data. 

i ask that you work to address these deficiencies as requi.red under P .L. 107-314 so that 
the joint ranges managed by the Army can meet the important developmental testing challenges 
to ensure that the war fighter has the best fielded equipment possible. 

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. I look forward to your 
response. 



___ ..,_ -------_, __ _ 
.DillE-,---.... ~-

The Honorable Robert M. Gala 
SocreWy o!.llefe.nle 
I 000 DeAmse l'enbtgon 
Wabfngton. DC 20301 

DAr Mr. Sectetay: 

9n\ttd ~tattS ~Btt 
COMMm'hOIII 

HOME~O SI:CUflllY NfD GOVERJ!IMINTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHI1fGTON, DC Z0610-G50 

May 1,2009 

Asputoftbo~'.sonpJna:ownlshtofDefealo~~I 
am wrifia"c 1epl'diD& tho Army's coatinued., ofK.BR'11 JDDOOPOb' UXlCAP OOidJ1Iet. I am 
~-Deed to undenlaDd why the Army II DOt mcJYiD8 quic:k1y CII\OQ8b to 1rafdoo U) 

• new Kt ofLOOCAP coatracts. which were IIWIIdcd DCirlytwo yean 9 to~ eoeta ud 
fmpmw c:onu.ct OVOI'Slgbt tbrouab compeddon anMml muhiplc walnKWI'L 1be A!m.y'lll 
condDUed reliaoo OD 103J.t•s moaopoly CODtnct is pa1icaJarly m.turbins iu liaht of new 
information o1Mimed by 1be Subcommiueo regtldma tho pep.nmen·s ftlfture to rocover 
overcbllraca ..S exeoss profits on 1CBR subcoldrlcts. 

'llllekp'Oad 

Thotin:l Logistic:a Civil A~ PIOpD COD'triClt (1.~ Dl) 111111 awudccl to 
KBR, dMIIaaubsidiar.Y ofllalh"burton, i•lOCU. 'Ibe pmioua LOGCAP ClOGb'ICtl wore IIWMW 
to KBR in 1992111d J)yDcarp in 1997. 

UNler LOOCAP DI, KBR bll been the sale providl:r of meals. Jmmdry, housina and 
otber auppOit JII'Vica to ihe troeps In Iraq -.1 amund the 'WOJ'td. Aa ofFe'bralzy 2009. the value 
ofKBil's ~ IPlCier tbe LOGCAP Ill COdlt8Ct WM S3J.3 bi!Uoa.' 

Problems with the LOGCAP 81 wmract baw been de.lcribed iD ddai1 by OOOlPIBY 
~ ID"'•edl auclitots.lbd ~ investiptonl. Tba8e problemS mal.ude a 
1Mk ofmcaninsNI c:onapedeioR; the fii1urc 1o heod aovemaaeatauditoas' recww~ to 
withhold payment~; aDd kBft.•s·failurt to arkquately O¥CmiO ~ 

In 2006, the Army fmDOUDCCd ita iD1emiOA to llWil'd a a.w set of CODtrldl for LOOCAP 
CdUUtkll1 tbrouah ftdiiDd open COJIIIICdtion. Instead of a lingle WDUIC10I' reeeivial all tbe 
'WO!k.11ne ~ WO\lld. compct.e to perfom\ \liS\ ocdas. AD wlditioaal'-plaDDial aNI 

' AnDy S11511imnem Command. J..OGCAP F#rltlnctal ~ UpdaH (Peb. &3. 
2009). 



!~ B I !fll l~! § . §~iJ rJ· l S'tl. if !!i 
_f .t> ~~~~ ~ i~~ ~~~~ ~~:J ~: fl~ f s- B ·· • 

~n u 1 f!IU lfJa! ~1 JUf!i~ i nn 

~"o I f b l j '" f Jf. [ 
~~~~ I l~l ~~ ~ I [i ' . 

~~ ~ t'l' •f. ~~[ 't·., tf ~~~ j ..... ~ i 

i _ ~~~~ t't ~~~~ -a!:~JJ J. sr~~~ I 

I f 111;, h' ~ ,iti!! rlli l 

.. - .. .. - ----



The Hoaanblo Robert M. 0ata 
Mayt.2009 
l'ascl 

ontea ma~e~~tbtlre Wlll ... compel)ma ~. 10 ctoao."' A ...... puYiBioD .. ~ 
iDch.ICied ia S. 680, whidJ wa~RJ)Dd by111c HomoiiDcf Seaurity and GovuunRAI AMiD 
Camnitlee to emare t1aat thl!n: we~ U.. oae COl and bo1ctcn tbat .e eJiaib1e to COJ'QJIIll8 for 
llllk lllld deiMry otderl. 

Dapllllt tbe benefits to tho U~Xp&Yor, cbe qport oftbe Antry Sulrabnnt Command. 
ad 1llc plaiD lao.-ao •clldltled iadea1 oftbe ln. the Adry bll ftliJcd 1o uamkicn 1be MIJlllOft. 
ofiiamialiaa ln ll'lq trom LOOCAP m to J..00CAP IV. M ofPebralry2009, die lllesldatc 
tor Wllic:h the s~-~wd fftfonnadon. the Afff/.7 t.s DOt aWIIded esbtgle tuk 
ontc:r tar wort iD ln~q UDder LOOCAP fV.* 

1'be luJIIly has .. m bcea ... ., 1i1atit1oo work hi Kuwait a Af&htnltran ro LOOCAP 
lV. Oaly S17lmlUian bu beaa ftmdecl-* LOOCAP JV m die I• ,.-. of whieh S4·mHiioa. 
was aw•dt:rcl fbr p11Da1na IDCIIIUJIPQit •rica. ~ ofLOOCAP IV t81k«dcn J. 
u beal ~ bJ pole& Allllneak Cllden ibt.,.t in KUMit. wblclt 'MI'It competed 
•&W8l'CIIIId under LOOCAP rv to Fluor a~ were S\1blequeDt1J piOt*lted by KBit 
ODe PIOUitt wu lOOMd ..,ustXBR; the .... two pmtllla ~ Wbile 1hc protcllllle 
aaderwly, DR contirR1e8 So perfoJm Grie wodc aDder LOGCAP IU.9 

New r.tentadiNI~tepn~ma w--.rn-. IH Alt., u..wLOGCAPm 

.DaNneadl oblaRae6 by die Subcomtuitl\le on~ Ovtlsisht niR CX~~~Cn~lboul 
wbether1bo ~- tak-.adoqueto ltcprto 1deadf'y IIJil ft:CI()WIG~ ltld 
IIDOIIive ptdCa paid ader oon1ne:1a ..acillcll widl.KBR ~ boWJl or swrpccted to 
have~ ftaud. Thele clcJcun1eaD hldicae dill die Ddo8te l)qJarlmmt hal failed to 
~an 0. S\00 miUiCIIl paW OUl uadcr1heae 'bud-41tat LOOCAP saboodlnda. 

Slbce the beaiDJdnl ofdae ._. m Iraq, mukiple KBR ofticials baW been Jndjefecl or 
aoavieteclolcouiipti~NW d&lrpa fnvolvtng l.OOCAP ~ ~ iDc1ude 
Stepbeo s---. who waa COIWiaed of ftaucl ~eJaclaa to a IUboontnlct witb • ICuwaid c11811.1Dg 
~~!l'l:.....c-Mazosl. who 'WU iDcliclal for had for.~ &wl1dod to La No\Mille; 
(b)(6) ldzldttocl to MCeptiQa: St 10,000 blldokbaoks &om. bqf ~ 
(b)(6) was 6red by KBJt after awan~Di a &AMI • ~to a WDdor 
"Wboll price MS JiwlbnOI biper tNn 1blt of 1 compatitor; aDd (b)(6) who admilted 
to •E>e~Jtiaa8 fcic.kiJCb tom Fil'll Kuwaiti OaMral Tndbla 4 Ooatraarial ~ill_.,.. 

1/tJ. 
1 Army Susa.mmant Com'mlnd, i.DGG41' FIMncial Jl.,.,.,_ ~(Feb. 13. 

2009). 



Tho Hcmonblo Robert M. a.r. 
May 1.2009 
Page4 

tor 1he IWird of IUbconlncts.l0 Tbese meq ~ J'CIPOQiible far IIW8I'diDa or ..tmiDisteriDa at 
leMt $306 millioa ill LOOcAP IIUbcontmels.11 . 

Although tha Defom~e ~knew orsbould bavo bJowa about tile fhudu1eml 
ICtMdel of'Mr. Samms. Mt. Mazon, (b)(6) (<b)(6) laince 2005. wbm the Rllewat 
iad.ictmca11 and convicdons bccamo pub)ic, tlw Defense Contract Audit~ (DCAA) failed 
to tab adequate *PI Ut JeViewthe other CODbCb t1ec mea bid 8Wifdod or edmfaistaocL Ia 
~ ~ waiecd until Peb!wuy 20071D 11811 a Jnlimio8ry letter to KBR llkioa for . <b><G> 
~~ ... t~P.le--c~ COUbidl tbll hid been aclministerecl by Mr. Semam, Mr. Mazon. 

IZ 

DCAA abo tailed to jiCl'form timely amdits ollbele hi&Jt·risk ~- DCAA told · 
KBR dlat it wu *eoaftdo~Jtft daat KBk bad "proeetiveJy'" eu.minecl the subcoDtnlels edrrrinistered 
by tl» four men. DCAA did request tbclaAIItl ofaay ..views~ by the~ but 
iDdlcatecl tba1 il would DOt pcrlann i1s own IIUdiw oftbele CODtr8I:IS if it ICBR bad perfouncd 
Mcquate inwleip&ions. u AClCOtdJna to DCAA; 

If KBRSI's reviews satisfy oar audit aeedf. wo wUI.tely em its wort and 
~Y curtail our owneaninatioa oftbele ll1lalltraotl. Howwv«,.lfWD 
W ICBRSl his not perf'cmned llllJ miew1 or ditcloacd COlt iaapacts CBl 
Clo¥emmaat CiODirletl (where appropiafe).'lbls wiD be COD!Iidlnd ia out CMall 
opinion on· KBRSI"s ~control ODVironmeDt 811111 parcbaJiaa iJ*m 
.... 001dro1&14 

Four IIIUadw ..._.,in June l007, DC.AA NpOrtecl tbJt KBR had t.Uod to 1GC10UAt 
for uaUHon11 of dolhn ia ac:es~ prvfltt OD oomracts aw.ded by Mr. Seamans. .Aaoording 
to DCAA, tbo subcoritractor, Taudmi Global Performa~Kle. bad potaiWly -allzed 
excess~ cf$49.8 miJiicm, or 76%, • a result ofMr. Seamans• Jiadu18Dt 
acdftiea. ~ KBR had proposed to 1WDD to 1hc aovemmad only SS2S,.202- a IIUil 

10 s.e IDdJ~ Unltrd Stata v. MtlzM (Mar. 16, 2005}. POI'IIIII' XBR Jfortv iltlmitz 
to F'Nu4 in lrtMi, Wasbidpm Post (Aq. 23, 2005); p,..,. KllWGil Mt:lnaglr lndlct.dfor 
Milllllll Dalltll' Payoff, CotpWatcb (Mar. 25, 2005); b-KBR Worker P/Htb GfllliJ11D ~ 
MarbtWIIfdl (Mar. 24, 2006); Lettclr from Chairma Beary Waman, Houle CoznrniUIIe an· 
O¥aniPt IDd Gowmmtat hfoam, to Secmary ofS&aee CoDdoleezza Rice (Oet. 9,. 2007). 

11 DefomJe Contraet Audit AaacY. DCU Stzmpl«< High R16k Subcontrtlcts ~ KBR 
LOGCtP J11 Contmt:t (undated). 

11 Letter :ttom Defeaso COD1rMt Audit ApJtiJy 1o Todd. Biahop. Ke1loal Browa & Root 
Serviecl., )QC. (Feb. 28, 2007). • 

''Id 
]4 1d 
1
' ~CoarmctAudltA&ency.~: ~ofKBRSIStlltl.

Ojfg 011 TtMnhJrl~ Not. GU49-Ja/-S(J(){}()/Q'JII/. GC/68-KU-.9000018 (June 7. 2007). 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington. D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May4, 2009 

We are writing to you concerning the House and Senate versions of the Free Flow of 
Information Act of2009 (H.R. 985/S. 448), both of which are scheduled for consideration at the 
Senate Judiciary Committee's executive business meeting on Thursday, May 7. 

As you may remember, you were actively involved in the Senate's debate on media 
shield legislation during the 11 Oth Congress, having provided Congress with the Defense 
Department's views on the matter in letters dated March 31, 2008 and September 9, 2008. 

In the letter dated March 31, 2008, you expressed "strong opposition" to the committee
reported version of the Senate's media shield bill (S. 2035)-the same language placed on the 
Committee's agenda for consideration this week. In that letter, you suggested that "this bill will 
Wldermine our ability to protect national security infonnation and intelligence sources and 
methods and could seriously impede investigations of unauthorized disclosure." You also stated 
that "[d]isclosures of classified information about military operations directly threaten the lives 
of military members and the success of current and future military operations. Such disclosures 
also threaten the lives and safety of American citizens and the welfare of the Nation." 

On September 9, 2008, you sent a second letter to Congress concerning substitute 
language put forth by Senator Specter before consideration ofS. 2035 on the Senate floor. In 
that letter, you stated that "the Department remains opposed to the amended legislation," which 
you suggested •'win still adversely affect our ability to protect national security." You further 
stated that ••[t]he amended legislation will Wldermine the investigation and deterrence of 
unauthorized leaks of national security infonnation to the media, gravely damaging the 
Department's ability to protect national security." 

Given your record of "strong opposition" to media shield legislation, we would 
respectfully request that you provide members of the Committee with an update of the Defense 
Department's views on H.R. 985 and S. 448 before Thursday's executive business meeting. We 
would also request that, should Senator Specter or any other member of the Committee put forth 
a substitute amendment to either bill, you provide the Committee with your thoughts on those 
amendments prior to their scheduled consideration. 

We would appreciate your prompt attention to this matter. 



Sincerely, 



The President 
The WhiteHouse 
Washlngton, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Bnittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITT£E ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, pc 2061o-.&O&O 

April 28, 2009 

We are writing to you to report on our recent trip to Russia, Poland. and the 
Czech RepUbli~ where we met with senior government official~ parliamentarians, 
and representatives ofNGOs, as. well as the U.S. country teams. The focus of our 
trip was missile defense against the potential threat from Iran, and the U.S. and 
allied relationship with Russia. In each country, we found a high degree of 
optimism about an improved and more productive relationship with the United 
States, in part because of your trip to Europe and meetings with the leaders of 
those countries. 

We believe there may be an opportunity for missile defense to sene as a 
uniting rather than a divisive issue, as it is now. As one of our Russian 
interlocutors put it, "a joint missile defense system could be an eitginc to pull U.S. 
-Russian relations out of the ditch." 

A number of factors lead us to this conclusion. First of all, the Russians do 
not want a nuclear-armed Iran or an Iran with the misslle ability to deliver a 
nuclear warhead. As President Medvedev reportedly told you in London, the 
Russians have come to realize that Iran's programs are more advanced than they 
previously thought We were told by a number of Russians that a nuclear·armed 
Iran would be a greater threat to Russia than to the United States. Russia appears 
to be interested in explOring the possibility of cooperating with the United States 
on a missile defense system, including by sharing information ftom its radar 
installation at Gabala in Azerbaijan and the radar it is oonstru.cting in Armavir in 
southern Russia However, the Russians maintain their view 1hat the proposed 
"third site" missile defense deployment in Poland and the Czech Republic is aimed 
at Russia, rather than Iran. We Were also told that Russia is probably more 
concerned with the deployment of an X-bend radar in the Czech Republic than 10 
interceptors in Poland, because the radar would look deeply into Russian territory. 

1 
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The Poles want to be treated as full parmers by the United States and NATO, 
as they deserve to be after I 0 years as a member of the Alliance. They point to the 
lack of a U.S. or NATO military installation of any kind on their territory. They 
agreed to the proposed dePloyment of interceptor missiles as a fulfillment of their 
commitment and obligation to be a good partner to the United States and a · 
contributor to European air defense. They are very concerned that the United 
States will reach a deal with Russia without real consultations with them in 
advance. Poland 'a main goal is not so much the establishment of a missile defense 
facility as part of the "third site," as it is the deployment of a PatriC?t battery on 
their.soil. They ptefer, of course, that the battery be operational- not just a 
training battery- and they want it to be "NATQ..ized," (a term we heard repeatedly 
in both Warsaw and Prague). The Poles understand the need for OW' new 
Administration to review the "third site!'· issue and would prefer that any ~ision. 
be made by the end of the year. The Poles would very much welcome the presence 
of U.S. troops on the ground in Poland in any form. 

The Czechs are currently in the process oftransi~oning to a caretaker 
government, and the two main political parties agree that the "third site" issue 
should be held in abeyance. They prefer that a decision by yow- Administration 
come after their elections in October. Unlike the Poles, they are waxy of American 
or any other foreip troops on their territory (aldl.ough a small number ofU.S. 
technicians and perhaps Russian Embassy civilian observers might be acceptable). 
Finally, it appears that, if the Czechs elect a social democratic government (which 
is vt:ry possible), they would not be unhappy if the radar were not on their soil. 

Taking into consideration these and other~ we believe that Russia 
might be willing ·to participate in a European missile defense system, with 
information from their radar sites being part of the system. From their perspective, 
the missile defense system would not be directed specifically at an Iranian threat
it would be a general defense. For us, of course, it would be directed at the Iranian 
threat militarily. The political message would be greater probably than the military 
impact bemuse Iran would see Russia and the United States working together. 
That cooperation would send a powerful signal to Iran that the course they are on is 
unifying the Unitod States, Russ~ Europe and the world against their nuclear 
program and bringing together the United States and Russia .in a ~y that is 
unprecedented. Such a move might have an impact on Iran's decision on whether 
to seek a nuclear weapon mlpability. 

. 2 
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Delaying a decision on the "third site'' until late this year would give the 
United States the chance, after careful consultation with allies, to sit down with the 
Russians and seriously discuss a missile defense system that could wlify us and 
make a powerful statement to Iran. As part of an overall resolution, Poland could 
host a Patriot battery (perhaps a training battery). The decision relative to a radar 
in the Czech Republic will be affected more than anything e.lse by the outcome of 
the October elections there. 

In the meantime, we have an adequate missile defense capability (Patriot 
PAC-3, Aegis ships with Standard Missilo-3 interceptors, and the upcoming 
THAAD system) against the current Iranian threat. The Aegis system is being 
upgraded so that it would keep up with a future Iranian threat- potentially even if 
Iran obtains a long-range ICBM So all these enhanced systems, including a 
possible land-based-version of the Standard Missile-3, would be ab~e to protect 
Europe :from a potential future Iranian missile threat. Furthermore, if Iran does 
obtain a long-range ICBM in the future capable of reaching the United States, the 
missile defense system deployed in Alaska could, if it becomes operationally 
effective, also address that potential threat. . 

In summary, with proper consultations with our NATO allies, the prospect 
of a European missile defense system, which involves the Russians and is not 
threatening to them, and which eould have a major positive impact on Iranian 
~or, would seem to be within reach. if negotiated. very carefully. We would 
be happy to discuss this matter with you and will be in touch with your staff 
relative to that possibility. . 

Sincerely, 

~ c.~AiJill-JI~ 
Susan Collins Bill Nelson Carl Levin 
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JEFF BINGAMAN 
l!iWIIIPICO ....... 

tinittd ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
The U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301·1155 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 28, 2009 

103 HART SENATE OFFICE IULDING 
WASHINGTON, OC 10510-3'102 

12021 224-IU1 
IN Ne\¥MEXICO-~ 1181111 

TDO(J021 ZH-t71Z 
•Mtor....IJIIIII'm.nOblnpmln . ...-.ecv 

I am writing with respect to a $10,000,000 congressionally directed project in Public Law 
I 1 0·329, "The Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistan~ and Continuing Appropriations Act 
of 2009". This directed project is found on page 546 of explanatory statement (attached), 
which is incorporated into the statutory bill text under section 8006 and listed as "New Mexico 
State University Institute for Defense and Public Policy''. · 

As stated in the bill's explanatory statement, this project is 

1. A directed Congressional appropriations for the New Mexico State University 
National Security program; and 

2. it provides sufficjent Congressional intent that this earmark be provided to New 
Mexico State University. 

'·. ·( ;'. · . .. 

I would very much appreciate if you could expedite the awarding of these funds to New 
Mexi¢o State University, the bill became law in October of2008 and it has now been delayed 
over 5 months. 

My point of contact for this matter is Dr. Jonathan S. Epstein. I look forward to your 
response . 

ALIIJQUEROUE 
(&aal :M8-IIIOI 

. i· 

lAS CRUCES 
(571i)li23-tl61 

•·••· ••... ! ··., 

I' '· o .. 

LAS VEGAS 
(110111·~ 

. .. · .. 

. ' 

ROSWELL 
167111 822-7113 



Tbe Honorable Robert Oates 
Secmary of Defense 

~nittb &tatel 6tnatt 
COMMmE.E ON COWLRCE, SCIENCE. 

AHO TRANSPORTA.TION 

WASHINGTON. DC 20!51o-612S 

MayS,2009 

Unked Slales Depertment ofDefeuse 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washinafon. DC 20301·1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

The Seoate Conunittee on Commerce, Sdence aad l'ranspol1ation is invatipting 
al!eptions that New &a Tcchnoloay,lnc. (NETECH). a small businet~~ in Florida, fraudulently 
obcained contracts total.ina nearly $3 million from lhe Natioaal Aeronautic• and Spece 
Adminislration (NASA). In the coww of ita iavestipdon. Cbo Committee bas lcamcd dlat t= 
0epanmem of Defeose also awvded at least four con~rae~~ to NETECH. I am wrltin1 to TCquest 
your assistance as my Comminee investigata Ibis allegod fraud apinst the federal pcnunem. 

Acc:ordiua to NETBCH"s website. tho eompany '"was CllabHsbed iD 1988 as a ~h 
and development company spocializina in JUab technoJoay ensbJeerina research. desip,IUld 
simulation, data eommunicadons and~. and hica1 user interfaces and 
simuladon." 1 NETECH•s founder and senior xieatist i (b)(S) • professor ofNuclcar 
8Dd Rediolosioal Bnaineainc aDd director of the Innovative Nuelear Space Power and 
Propubion Institute, at the Uaiveni ofFloridL His wtfe, Sousan Angbaio, is the president of 
NBTBCH aad tbeir two sons (b)(6) (b have received payments from tho compay. 

Since 1999, NETECH bu received eight comracts throu&h NASA's Small Buiaesa 
Innovation R.esearah (SBIR) aDd Small Basineu Tcchaolocy TIMSfer (S1TR) proarams. The 
SBIR IDd STl'R JW8l'lml, ~to incRue oppommities for small busiMa~a to pll'tidpaSe in 
government researeb 4 developman. to impro~ overall United S&ares ~and 10 

1 
New Era Technology. Inc., Home Paae, (online at www.confinan.com) (accessed April 

8, 2009). 
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1M HonortJblt Robsl't Gat~s 
May$, 2009 
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iacreasc national employment. The STIR program has the additional intent of developizts 
collaboratioa betw=l small businesses and non·profit raeareh institutions." 2 

On February 19, 2009, the U.S. Atcomey of the Nonhem ' ' b 
6 

' .. In 
Rem" c:ompllint apinst various pieces of property owned b (b)(S) ...._< _l< _l _ ___ ---,-___. 
includiag a BMW automobile, a condominium in FL Lauderdale, Florida. and 1 Seottradc stock 
tndinc aocount.1 In 1m attached aftldavit, the aovcmmcnt allepd that this property was 
purchased with funds tbe Aqbaies fraudulently diverted from payments they received throUJh 
NASA's SBIR IDd STrR programs. According to the aftid&rvit, this alleged scheme to defraud 
the govemment went on for at least eight years and involved multiple concract awards. 

1 am very oongemed about these aJleplions. On March 6, 2009, 1 wt01e to the Acting 
Adminisuator ofNA&A ~equestina infocmatioD aDd documents conceming all c:onCI'8CtS and 
gran11 NASA bad awllded to NBTECH. To date, NASA bu produced more thin 1,500 paps of 
documcms iD raponae to thJ. request 1n reviewfac these documents, the ComaUuce has lcamecl 
that, in addition to ei&Jd SBIR and S1TR coatrae~~. NETECH ICCCived four rael!dJ snmts from 
NASA totaling S400,000. Tho Committee bas .aao lelmcd tha& NETECH w. aWirdcd conlniCtS 
by other federal agencies, iDcluding at least o= contraet with the Departmem ottbe Navy 
(coutniCt II N61339-95..C.()()99) and three contracts with 1he Depert:moDC of tho Air Fcm:c 
(contract i#s F49620-03-C-0029, F49620-0l-C-0046, and FA9SS0-06-C-0099). 

I am concemod that this new evidence sugpt.s that the alleged NETECH fraud may have 
been men ex1calivc than was originally believed. 1 am also eonccrned tbac die evidence the 
Committee has revie\Wid so far sugesas that federal arant funds devoted to buk scielltitlc 
rele8rCh may be vulnerable to fraud. 

In order to further investigate the ement ofNETECWs luincsa wi1h f~ aovermnent 
eaendes. I request 1bat you provide the followin1 information to the Committee: 

2 National Aeronautical and Space AdmiDiS1rldon. SBIR and STTR Partlclpollon Gtllde 
(April 9, 2009) (onlille at www. sbir.p&.aasa.aov/SBIR/partintro.bam). 

3 Verified CompJaina for Forfeiture in Rem, U.S. "· Real Property Localtd Qt SO/ Soulh 
Mood)! AN., Unit J/7, Tampa. FL (Feb. 19, 2009) N.D. Pia. (No. 1:09 cv 41-MP/AK). 
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matina of each cont1act, anun, or awvd, and sbould include unique identifying numbers, 
such • Oala Univcnal NUIIlberina System (DUNS) numbcn, coa1111Ct aumbcrs. and 
aram nutnbers, that willllllist tbo Committoe in precisely idmtifYina eecb ...-. 
CODU'ICt, or award; and 

2. Copies of Ill documents related to the &nnts. COD1niCCS. and awards listed la response~ to 
queslion ( 1) above, including but not limited to, all requests for proposal. applications, 
proposal-. evaluations, correspondence, conli'ICU and subsequent modiflcalions, pant 
llllDO\IDCements, interim report&. final reports. external reviews, and c-malls and ocher 
comm\ll\icatlons rewed co each comract. granc or award. 

P1eale provide these documems to tho Committee by JUDe I. 2009. 

The CocNnittee is conductin& thb iDvestiptioa under the authority of Senate Rules XXV 
and XXVI. 'BMloled with tbialeuer is a document providfna additional information ~ how 
to mpoDd to this docameJit request. If you ha~ 1111)' questiona about this ~ please coldaCt 
John WUliaml or Jefticy Zubricki of the Committee staff at 202-224-1300. 

Cc: Kay Bailey Hutchison 
Raaldna Member 

Siaccn:ly, 

'b.a.L-
Chainnan 



May·05·2009 04 :25 PM Commit tee on the Judiciary (202)224·8249 

The 1ionomble Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Tho Department ofDefeuse 
I 000 Defeuse Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20310.1000 

!inittd ~tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May5,2009 

One oftbe greatest responsibilities CDfrUSted to the Congress ·is to ensure the security of the 
Americu people by providmg for a strong national defense. With that responsibility in mind. we 
question me analytical basis for the decision by the Department of Defense to terminate the procurement 
of the F-ll Raptor anci C-17 Glo~master m. Accordingly, to ensure the military equiptnent 
requirements of the nation are identified through a complete and cogent process, we respecttUlly request 
you recommend to the P.resident 1bat production ofthc.F-22 and the C17 continuo until the final 
publication oftbe next Mobiley Capability Study and tbe 2010 Quadreooial Defense Review. 

AE. you well know, in order to~ tbo probabilitJ of snccess in military operations tbe 
devclopmeot and execution of strategies must be compreheaaivo 'IDd weD thought out. Howevec, recent · 
history has shown major tbreau to our national ~can arise suddenly and in uncxpect.ed regioas of 
the world. Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait and the events of September 11, 2001 prove this 
·hypothesis. In addi~ the difficulty in det.erminingwhen and where a threat may arise is also 
compounded by the uncertainty as to what tactics and strategies our cnomies may employ. Accordingly, 
we fully support 81ld encourage your initiative tc re-establish coonterinsurg~ wamre as a fundamental 
and widespread capabilitJ m our nation's Armed Forces. 

However, just as our nation made a strategic error in permitting our ability to succcss1hlly 
prosecul8 COUQteriDsurge.ncy CGmpaigns to wither and atrophy afiDc the VIetnam War, we must not mako a 
similar mistake and undennine two of the unique foundations of our Dation's mllitaJy atrength: hegemony 
of the air and our UDprecedented airlift capability. As yon correctly stated this January. "our mitifaty 
must be prepared for a 'fuU specfrwn' of opcftdons, including the type af cC>mbat wc•re facing in Iraq 
and Afghanistan as weU as large scale threats that we face fiom places like North Korea and lrBn:-" 
Tb~ wa are concerned tbe tmmio.Uion ofproductioo ofthc:s P-22 does not appear to be supported by 
any analytical study commissioned by the Department ofDefease or the Air Foroe. In addition, though 
the decision to ea.d produ~ of the C 17 was~ by the 2005 Mobility Capability Study. this 
Study was crmcized by the Government Ac:couo11bility Office for underestimating our nation's future 
airlitt requiremcmts. We are also unaware of any risk assessment tbat bas been perfOrmed 
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MayS.2009 
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based on the Combatmt Commanders• requirements as to the decision to cease procurement of the F-22 
andCI7. · 

Regarding tbe f;.22, UDelassified extracts of the Air Force's Sw;taining Air Dominance Study 
state .. 180 F-22s was DOt enough" and tbe Departmont ofDefeose's TACAIR Optimization Study 
coneludcd the procttreiDOilt of additional Raptors "was tbc best option." On Aprill6"', these conclusions 
were reinforced by tho comments made by General Norton A. Scbwara: Q,{ter tbe F-22 procvoment 
temlination was a:onounced. General Schwartz stated tbat~3 [Raptnrs] is tbe mllitaryrequirement.n 
This appllll's to coaflict with earlier views expressed by the Department of Defense, 

We; have similaruepidations regarding the cessation of production ofdte C-17. In early 2002, 
ewn before the true scope and requirements of tho Global War on Terrorism bcc;ame known, the then 
commander ofU.S. Transportation Command arped for the procurement of2l2 Globemastet Dis. 
Today, as the bulk~ deployed forces will be sent to the land-locked Dation of Afghanistan, wo are 
mindful oftbe critical neea for afrlift to supply our forces and our allies' operations in that nation. This 
point is emphasized by tho recent Taliban attacks 011 our supply routes through the Kyber Pass Rgion and 
NATO supply depots in Peshawar. Therefore. we aro puzzled as 1o why C-17 production would be ended 
even though a. DWf Mob~ Capabili1;V Study was scheduled to be published next month. 

Just as our recent militaly history points to the need to maintain a "fW1 spectnml,. military fOJW 
to confront a myriad of very different threats, we are also mindibl of a point reocatly made by 
Michael Korda. ia his book on fbe Battle ofBritaiD. He observed that GVCIIl though tho two 
British PrinM Minis.ten. before Winston Churehill adopted a po&y of appeasement, they also committed 
their gowmmeot to develop and procure tbe three pieces of equipment: the Spitfire fighter, Hurricane 
fighter and radar, which were to. ensure that natjon •s survival during the Batde ofBritain . 

.Aecordiapy, we respectfully request you recommend to the Pmlident that production oftbo 
F-22 Raptor and the C·l7 Globemaster m COBtinue until the :6nal publication of the next 
Mobility Capabilities Study and the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review can be reviewed and studied. 

ThiDlc yoa for your consideration in this matter. 
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FRANK R. LAUTENBERG 
NEW.JfRSFV 

~·Jnts, 

APPfiOPRIATIONS 

COMMERCE. SCIENCE. AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENT AND 
PUBLIC WORKS 

The Honorable Rc.bert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

\Linittd ~tatcs ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 6,2009 

I am writing to respectfully urge you to reevaluate the Department of Defense's policy on the 
availability of Plan B, a fonn of Emergency Contraception (EC), in military facilities in the U.S. and 
abroad, including combat zones. The current Department of Defense poJicy does not require all 
military treatment facilities to carry this form of EC, and I am concerned that servicewomen may be 
unable to access this time-sensitive, emergency medication. 

Plan B is a safe, effective, and FDA-approved form of emergency contraception that helps 
prevent unintended pregnancy. If taken within 72 hours after intercourse, it can lower the risk of 
pregnancy by up to 89 percent. Although Plan B is available to women 18 and older at many 
pharmacies in the U.S., a majority of servicewomen rely exclusively on military facilities for their 
heaJth care needs. This is especially true for those serving overseas who may not have access to an 
aJternative facility. 

Furthermore, a recent Department of Defense report found that more than 2,900 sexual assaults 
were reported in the military in FiscaJ Year 2008. Access to Plan B is especially important for women 
who have survived a sexuaJ assault, for whom an unintended pregnancy can contribute to the 
emotional and psychologicaJ effects victims may experience. This demonstrates the urgency of 
ensuring that all servicewomen have the option to utilize emergency contraception. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge you to reevaJuate the Department of Defense's policy 
concerning Plan B to ensure that it is available to servicewomen at all military treatment facilities both 
here and abroad. I am also requesting specific information on which U.S. military treatment facilities 
do not currently c~ this form ofEC. 

11umk you for your time and attention to this important matter. 

Of« GATIWAY C FNWIII, 23Ro Ft,()(\a 
,.._, NJ 07107 

1973) 039-.8700 fAX: (~73) ~23 

Sincerely, 

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE 324 
WASHINGTON, OC 20510 

12021224-3224 F~1202)228-4054 

2 "'"''''"~ c.w. II 
ON& Po•n ~NrtN, Sum 505 -

CAMofN. It! 08101 !!!!!!!!! 
!llfi6) :J311..e97] f4l<: (8&61338-a!a; 
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~ongrtls of tbt ltnittb 6tat!l 
DlifJbrgton. JJC: 20510 

'J'he Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

May6.2009 

AB Congress awaits the submission of the Paclcnt's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for 
the Department of Defeoses we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the 
Air National Guard (ANO) units in our states that lost their flying missions through 
BRAC2005. 

Aa you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft 
within 1he ANG. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions - ranging from 
A-lOs, C-130Js, arul F-16s - with some losing the only flying mission stationed 
permanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower, 
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their continued ability to moet their state 
and federul duties. 

The ANO not only serves our nation as we ask them to support operations in Iraq and 
Mgbmistan and around the world, but they also serve the local state missions. Without a 
pemumeat flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and 
expmicnc:c our airmcat provide. With the iiJUMDse capability the ANG provides to our 
nation, we must not jeopardize the investment we've made in the ANO ptnonnel forces. 

According to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems RDadmap, aa well as subsequent 
planning by the Air Force and National Guard Bureau, om six states are each expected to 
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a 
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the 
organization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at 
risk. We believe it is importmt to finidy resolve the "roles and missions" debete with 
regards to intra-theater lift. and move forward with a prosram that meets the needs of 
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addmlsing the capability gap faced by our 
warfigbters. 

This is a pivotal year for our Air National Guard. To this eild, we look forward to the 
Department' I stroDIIDpport for the aUoeation of pei'IIWleat flying miuioas to our 
states •• part of the upcoming submiuioD of the 2010 cJefe~~se budcet. 

As always, we thank you for yoW' service to our nation and look forward to continuing to 
work with you to support our men and women in uniform. 

2/S 
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Christopher Dodd 
United States Senator 

15:57:35 05-06-2009 

Sincerely, 

<l.,_ . 
a; Lieberman 

United States Senator 

~~ 
Joseph ~urtn_!Y ~ . .I 
United States Representative 

-.!.~~c1· a .. i1.; 
UniRd States Senator United States Senator 

Mark Schauer 
United States Representative 

fjJY£'.---
Roscoe Bartlett 
United States Representative 

: 

Dutch Ruppel'Sbe!JCI' 
United States R.eprc!sentative 

315 
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()"" ~ 
Gregg Harper 
United States Repmentative 

lnt!.~ 
UDited States Senator 
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John S&Ibanes 
United States Representative 
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The Hononble Robert M. Gatta 
Secretary of Defeosc: 
Pea1qon 
WasJUneton. D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secmary; 

tinittd tSmtrs J5matt 
CC»ootMilTEf ClN FINA!IiCF. 

WA$Hif\IC",fON, DC 20610-6200 

April 29, 2009 

I• concemod aboat reports or security bceacbcs ofF-3S tecbnoloaY and request an 
inclcpen&mt asaeament ofthia matter. 

This issue first came to my attcntioa during my onaoiDa: oversight of the fiaau.eial and 
audit systems of the Department of Defeme (DOD). 

On Mardl6, 2001, The DOD otBce of the JnspccCor Oenoral (010) i~ au audit 
report enlillod '"Security Controls Over Joint Strib Fipter Clusifted Technology,,. Report No. 
D-2008-QSI. Thia report concluded: ''The advanced aviation and wcapoDS technology for the 
JSF-proaram may ha\le boen compromisod by unautbonz..,d access at facilities and in computers 
at BAE Systems. and. illcompklle COntraCtOr ovcrsipt may have incJeased the: risk of unintoad«< 
or dolibende release af information io foreign competi1on." It raised cbe possibility of 
""unauthorized access to classified U.S. tedmololf ... following publicatioa ollbis repon. 
q~ ~raised as to whether the DOD OIO's conclusions ware cousistent with supporting 
documealation contained in audit work papers. 

. After Mr. Gordon Heddell 'becm2o Acting DOD IG in Jl1ly 2008. 00. maaer was brouabl 
to hi511Ualtion. In ""PPJ*, be took agresa1ve ct>rTeCttve .::rlon. EiJ:1L on October 23. 2008, he 
approved the decisicta to officially widldraw this audit rq;on from public clrcul8ion • .n 
\lllpNCedented move. SeQd. in December 2008. be requested the I~ .11 the Depanment of 
Apiculture r.O ~a 'Jlea' ~audit of1he DOD OIG ieport in question. And dim. I 
undcrstaocl be is holding responsible pe110111 aeeountable for sboddy audit work. 

The Agricu.lnn Jo•s peer review repon was comp~Cd oa Mardl6, 2009. Jt appeus to 
have substamiated m. allepdons reprding the flaws in tho D~D OIO's-audil work procluct.. 



A Wall Street Joumal (WSJ) anicle on April 20, 2009, eDtitJM "Computer Spies Breach 
Fi&bter-Jet Project," reinfolces my conoems. The WSJ pie(:C ~~ate~: "Six cunont and former 
officials familiar With lhe matter confinncd tbat the fighter program [F-35 Joint Slrike Fighter] 
had been Npeatedty brob:a into ...... _; Computer aystems involved with the program appear 10 
have beea iD1i1tratecl at least as far beck as 2007 accordiDs to people familiar with the maaer. 
Evidence of~ continued to be di~ at least into 2008." Other nccat news 
reports clearly indicate that pote:Diial F-3S tecbnololy socarity bleacbcs aro a continuiq issue 
today. . 

If1bis toduJolosy bas iDdeed been c:ompromilcd .. Npmted, thia infermatioo ~help 
potential advawics to dcfeDd apiust or to defeat one of 0\D' mostldv&DCCd IDd oxpooave 
Map0Da sy&tans, undermining aipi1icant investments of inpauity, ~'aDd money by 
the Uuitcd States ~mel Dl8l'ly a c1oaD allia. Businea or trade secret~ and proprietary 
iDfomwion coul4 also be needle~aly compr:omiaed tbrough toreip contraciUalmaagemeots. 

For tbelo ~I would Hke 10 \ll'P you to consider iniu.iq aa ptemalaaeaa,cut 
of the SCOpe llld Potential impact oftbe alleged compromjae ofF-35 technology. Tbis 
assessnumt abould axaminc the etfcctiwDeaa ofDofeale Security Service·s owrsisbt of such 
mactcrs 18 well as enJvmced safeguards 10 effectively counter IDtl block futuro such intl'\lsioas. 

Your careful considoradon of this mauer would be appRCiated. 

Copy to: Actina 10 Heddell 

; 



PAT ROBERTS 
Kt'\NSAS 

109 HART SENATI: OfFI(;[ BUILDING 
WASWNGTOFII, DC 2<:1<.>10 !6U~ 

202 ·224 477~ 'llnitcd tStatc.s ~mete 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, OC 2.0510-1605 

MayS, 2009 

COMMilTEES: 

AGRICULTURE 

FINANCE 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, 
LABOR, AND PENSIONS 

ETHICS 

RUlES 

Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson and Members of the Governor's Military Council (GMC), 
representing the major military installations and activities in the state of Kansas, will be in 
Washington June 11-12, 2009. I am requesting the Department's assistance in securing senior 
Defense, Military Service and Guard Bureau officials to meet with the Kansas group, as well as to 
secure the use of a conference room at the Pentagon for meetings on the morning of Friday, June 
12, 2009. Should your schedule permit, I would also be grateful if you would meet with the governor 
and the GMC during their Pentagon visit. 

The purpose of their trip is to meet with federal officials to discuss defense funding, policy, 
force structure and mission-related issues at military installations in the state of Kansas. In addition 
to the governor, Mr. Robin Spurrier (Chief of Staff of the Air Force's Civic Leaders Group Alumnus), 
as well a, Messrs. John Montgomery and Mark Edwards (both are Civilian Aides to the Secretary 
of the Army) will be among the Council's participants during the GMC trip to Washington. Staff 
members of the Kansas Congressional Delegation will also accompany the group to the Pentagon. 

The group will consist of approximately 15-20 members, including the Kansas Delegation 
staff members. Names of the attendees will be provided to your staff as we near the June 12111 visit 
date. The issues concerning this group relate to the various initiatives that affect the Kansas bases 
(including US Army Grow the Force initiatives, options for Military Education streamlining and 
consolidation, overseas contingency operations, USAF's Future Tanker program, as well as Guard 
and Reserve Component equipment and infrastructure modernization). 

The group would like to arrive at the Pentagon at 8:00a.m. on Friday, June 12, 2009, for 
badging and entrance to the building. I would greatly appreciate the assistance of your staff in 
reserving a conference room from 8:30a.m. to 11:30 a.m., as well as arranging for discussions 
with senior officials on a range of topics. 

As a guide for your staffs preparations, I have included a list of individuals (or their 
designees if the requested person is not avaHable) with whom the GMC has asked to meet in 
addition to you; along with potential topics for discussion. 
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On behalf of the Governor's Military Council, 1 would respectfully request that they have the 
opportunity to discuss these issues with the following individuals (or appropriate senior level 
alternates): 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Honorable Wayne Arny, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Installations & Environment 
• Joint Land Use Studies 

State interest in DOD Alternative Energy initiatives to create Net-Zero Energy 
installations in Kansas 

Honorable Michael Donley or General Norton Schwartz {US Air Force) 
• Out year budget tradeoffs (personnel & infrastructure vs. modernization) 
• Options for increased quantities of the C-130J in the Program of Record 
• McConnell AFB's role in Future Tanker program & UAS refueling developments 

Expansion of Air Guard C41SR ops at McConnell AFB 

General George W. Casey, Jr. (US Army) 
Maneuver space at Fort Riley & other Maneuver posts 

• BAH calculation metrics to include both rental and purchase units 
GMC support for Leadership Training and Professional Military Education at Fort 
Leavenworth 

Lieutenant General McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bureau 
• Certification and planning for use of Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center as 

a site for Joint/Total Force training 
Quadrennial Defense Review anticipated impacts on the National Guard (nationally 
and in Kansas) 
Current and future role of Forbes Military Airfield in Homeland Defense, Civil 
Response Center of Excellence and Counter-insurgency operations 

Joint Forces Command (J-8, Joint National Training Center Program Office) 
Great Plains Joint Regional Training Center opportunities for Joint/Total Force 
training curriculum 

• Range utilization by Active & Reserve Component units as well as funding for 
infrastructure/equipment requirements and training operations. 

Mr. Patrick O'Brian, Director of the Office of Economic Adjustment 
BRAC funding, or other Federal funding sources for growth communities 

• Joint land Use Studies 

Ms. Libby Quint of my staff will serve as the point of contact in my office (202-224-477 4) 
to coordinate with your staff on the details of this request. I greatly appreciate your support and 
would be grateful if your staff would communicate with my office as soon as possible regarding this 
matter. 

With every best wish, 



tlnitnt i'tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS & ENTREPRENEURSHIP : 

WASHINGTON, 0C 20S1o-6350 

May7,2®9 . 

· VIA FACSIMTI..E & FIRST-CLASS MAIL 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

· . U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301-:1400 

RE: Department of Defense's Implementation of t:Ite American .hcovery and. 
Reinvestment Act 

Dear. Secretary Gates: 

I am writing in reference to the American Recovery and ReinveStment Act of 2009 
(ARRA) and the Department of Defense's efforts to quickly utilize and obligate ARRA 
funds to~ meet the DOD's goals and those of the recovery effort. As the Chair of the 
U.S. Senate Committee on Small Business· and En1reprencurship, I would specifically 
like to highlight an op~on available to the DOD to use research and development ~ 
in?~ ARRA to directly fmid · p~jects deriVed ·from the S~l.BlJsmess · hmovation 
Re"search· (SBIR) and: Small··Busine~ Technology Trimsft:i:.(STTR). progr~s .as they 
enter "Phase m." In addition to ~ attention to this· important option, I .ru.ve several 
questions regarding ARRA funds that I woUld like to "subinit for a response .. · . . . . 

I • • • . • • 

Small businesses have long been the engine of U.S. economic growth, generating ·60 tO 
· 80 percent of net ilew jobs annually over the last decade. The SBIR and STIR programs 
8.llow small R&D finns ..-America's itmovation lifeliile- to create high-quality jobs and 

· cutting-edge pt:Oducts. Consequently;· we believe the SBIR and ·STI'R programs are 
furidamental to our nati~l:l's economic reoov~ry. . . . · 

As y~u may know, CmTentiY 2.8 percent, of the' total.·~ R&D. bud~· at 'DoD .. 
including funds from ARRA, must be allocated for competitiVe ·grants to small buSineSses , 
through Phase· I and II of the SBIR and STIR prognu:Ds. An additioiial. option to fund 
SBIR and S1TR Phase Ill eontracts··does not come out of the SBIR/STI'R allocation. 
Rather, the funds would. come out of the larger R&D budget, the other" 97 peroen~ and 
include work that derives fro~· extends, or logically concludes efforts performed mder 
. prior SBIR funding agreements. · 

There are a. number of adyantages _to using this SBIR/STfR Phase III mechanism to help 
distribute the ARRA. funds and further technology t0 reach our nation's energy goals_. 
S~~S1TR· Phase .III cont;racts can be. -warded ·qrijcldy, .fafrly, ·and ~arently, in 
ke:eping with the 8pi!it .and the letter of the ARRA. FUrtherm~~. ·the competition,J~ 
SBIRISTI'R Phase I and Phase II awards sati.sfies all statutory oo~tion requirements!. . . . . - . 



Therefore, a department that wishes tO fund a ~BIRISTIR Phase m project is not 
required to conduct another coinpetition, or process a: Justification and Approval (J&A) 
pursuant to FAR 6.302·5~ in order to satisfY those statutory provisions. For these reasons, 
I encourage you to take advantage of it. as often as possible in distributing the ARRA 
funds. · . . 

I would also like to respectfully request an accounting of how much of the R&D money 
DOD received from ARRA has been classified as ex1ram.ural R&D. In addition, I would 
like to request information about how the DOD is implem~ting the SBIR and STIR 
programs under ARRA. · · 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your staff eontact 
Thad Inge at the Committee. I would appreciate a re~ponse to these questio~ by May 22, 
2009. The response may be faxed to (202) 224-5619. 

. With warmest regards, I am 

MLL:twi 



l\nttnt ~tatts ~matt 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May7,2009 

We are writing to request that you review the Department of Defense's continued 
application of congressionally authorized exceptions to the Berry Amendment relating to 
the procurement of para-aramid fibers and yams, as well the procurement of rue-resistant 
rayon fiber, from foreign sources. The materials are used in the manufacture of body 
armor and fire-resistant uniforms, respectively. 

The Berry Amendment requires the Department of Defense (DOD) to give 
preference in procurements to domestically produced, manufactured, or home-grown 
product5-notably food, clothing, fabrics, and specialty metals. We believe that 
exc:q>tions to this amendment allowing DOD purchases ofpara-aramid fibers ~d yarns, 
as w~ll the procurement of fire-resistant rayon fiber, from foreign sources are no longer 
warranted owing to the availability of suitable materials in today's U.s: marketplace. The 
recent" use of these exceptio~s _is haVing an adverse impact on U:S. manufacturers and has 
undercut our policyofmamt&ning a strong' and viable defense industrial base. . 

. In 1 ~8. partialiy due to limited domestic competition and a reliance on sole-
source_ contracts, a statUtory exception was createtho the- Berry Amendment tO allow for 
purchases of para-aramid fiberS ·and yains from foreign :sources.· The statutory exception 
is ~mly applicable when the Department makes a determination_that pr~ureiQ.ent ofpara
aramid fibers and yarns fro.rh domeStic sources will result in sole-sou.rce con~ts or 
subcontracts. As a result of the exemption, the Department's purchaseS of para-arauiid 
fibers and yarns have become increasingly dependent on foreign suppliers over the last 
decade. The marketplace -has changed significantly in the last decade, however, and a 
variety of suitable materials now exist domestically. · · -

Sinlilarly, in 2.008 a statutory exception was cre-ated for fire-reSistant rayon fiber 
for the production of unif~rms. This excepti_on allowed the Department to procure fire
:r:esi~tant rayon fiber for uniforms ftoin foreign suppliers if a determination was made that 
either fire-resistant rayon fiber was not available domestically, or procuring such flber 
4omestically would result in sole-source contracts. · · · · · 



In the short period during which this provision has been in effect, foreign 
suppliers have dramatically increased their market share. Currently, 90 percent of the 
fielded Flame Resistant Army Combat Uniforms are constructed of imported fiber. 
While environmental and other concerns have caused domestic sources to forego 
production of fire-resistant rayon fiber for uniforms, there are a variety of other fire
resistant fibers in today's domestic marketplace-some of which have out-performed 
rayon in evaluations for Army uniforms. As a result, the "rayon" exception is not 
relevant and should not apply to future procurements. 

Congress has given the Secretary of Defense discretion to determine whether 
either exception should be used. However, current law mandates an annual review by the 
Secretary of Defense. We believe that a departmental review will clearly document why 
these exceptions to the Berry amendment should no longer be applied for defense-related 
procurements. It is our strongly held view that the para-aramid fibers and yarns 
exception is no longer valid, and that the fire-resistant rayon tiber exception is no longer 
useful. For the reasons noted above, we urge you not to apply either Berry amendment 
exception to futw-e procurements involving these items. 

We look forward to working with you to advance a more balanced policy that 
both promotes competition and preserves our ability to maintain and grow our domestic 
defense capabilities. Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

...... 



PATRICK LEAHY 
VERMONT 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
l 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington 01- 00 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-4502 

COMMITTEES: 

AGRICULTURE, NUTRffiON, AND 
FORESTRY · 

APPROPRIA llONS 

JUDICIARY 

I deeply appreciate your attention to ensuring that our troops on the ground in Iraq and 
Afghanistan have adequate protection, whether from small arms ambushes or roadside bomb 
attacks. There is no more important priority than the safety of our deployed personnel, and I 
would very much like to work with you on a vital initiative in this realm: the speedy · 
development and fielding ofthe MRAPAII Terrain Vehicle (MRAP ATV). 

As you know, Afghanistan is a particularly difficult environment for large armored vehicles like 
the MRAP, because of that country's mountainous terrain and lack of paved roads. There is a 
strong need for a smaller, off-road armored vehicle that provides the same level of protection as 
an MRAP. The addition ofU.S. forces in Afghanistan to help provide security and create an 
environment more conducive for politicalreconciliation makes the need for a smaller, well-· 
armored vehicle that much greater. The 86th Infantry Brigade Combat Team (Mountain) from 
the Vermont National Guard will arrive in Afghanistan early next year, and it would be helpful if 
this unit and all U.S.forces were to begin receiving the MRAP ATV as soon as possible. . 

The Department of Defense has an aggr~ssive development schedUle with a production decision 
in late June of this year. I would like to work with you to ensure this acquisition program 
remains on track. I would also like to work with the Department to find ways to accelerate the 
production program to ensuring that all units who may need this equipment in the Afghanistan 
theater have these assets as soon as possible. · . . . . . . . . · 

I look forward to discussing .this crucial program with you in the very near futilre. Thank you . , 
again for your intelligent, energetic, and far-reaching leadership of the Department of Defense. 

\'£~MONT OFfiCE$: COURT HOU$10· PLAZA. 1S8 UAIN STAEET, 8\JIU'IGTON 8021863-:Mi25 
FEDERAL IIVILDING, ROOM 338, MONTP~LIER S02!229-D5G9 

OR DIAL TOLL FREE 1-110016G-3193 
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ORRIN G. HATCH 
UTAH 

JACE JOHNSON 
DIIEF OF ST.o\FF 

104 Har1 Senate Office Building 
~nihb ~tat.es ~tnate 

TELEPHONE: (202)224-6251 
TOO 1202) 224-2~9 
FAX: (202) 224-6331 

Website: http1/www.senate.govi-11Mch 

The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Department of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-11 00 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051()....44()2 

February 26, 2009 

Congratulations on your confirmation! 
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JOINT COMMmEE 
ON TAXATION 

I appreciate the tinle you took out of your confirmation schedule to meet with me and 
look forward to working with you on the challenging issues that face our nation. In addition, I 
have taken the liberty of attaching a copy of my remarks supporting your confirmation. 
However, I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate and expand upon the points that I 
made during our meeting and ask additional questions as to the Administration's position on a 
number of pressing issues. 

The F-22 Raptor 

As you know, one of the major decisions that soon will confront the Administration is 
whether to continue the production of the F-22. The strong bi-partisan support for the F-22 is 
merited by the unique and exceptional capabilities of this aircraft. This aircraft will ensure our 
nation's air dominance for the next forty years as well as guaranteeing our ability to defeat one 
of the major threats of the future: the advanced anti-access air defense system. It is my 
profound hope that the Department will allocate funding to procure a sufficient number of 
F-22s to equip each Air Expeditionary Force with a full strength squadron ofRaptors. 

Therefore, will the President authorize the continued production of the F-22 and what 
nwnber of aircraft does the Department hope to procure? 

Our Depot Maintenance System 

Our nation's depot maintenance system has made remarkable progress over the last few 
years. From Fiscal Year 2004 to Fiscal Year 2008, our Air Force Depots maintained a 96 
percent on time or ahead of schedule delivery rate. For example, at Hill Air Force Base's 
Ogden Air Logistics Center, the A-10 Precision Engagement Program has reduced labor costs by 
38 percent and the time allocated to repair F -16 wings has been reduced by 49 percent. 

PAINTED ON II!CYCLEO PAI'!:II 



... • . 

The foundation for these depot maintenance achievements are the laws 10 USC §2460 
and 10 USC §2464, commonly known, respectfully, as 50/50 and Core. As you know, these 

,laws state that so· percent of all depot maintenance must be perfonned by govenunent workers at 
a government-owned facility. Core requires that the Department to maintain a core organic 
depot maintenance capability. 

Therefore, will the Department continue to support the S0/50 and Core laws as currently 
written and interpreted? 

Maintaining Our Strategic Deterrent Industrial Base 

For a generation, the Minuteman Intercontinental Ballistic Missile ("ICBM") has served 
as the backbone of the nation's strategic deterrent force. Unfortunately, under the current plan of 
record, our nation, for the first time in over 40 years, will cease production of land-based ICBMs. 
Clearly, this raises fears as to the ability of the United States to maintain a land-based solid 
rocket motor industrial base. · 

The Congress has sought a legislative remedy to this.issue. A Senate amendment, that I 
wrote, authorizing the Air Force to create a solid rocket motor life extension program was 
cleared by the majority and minority of the Senate Anned Services Committee for inclusion in 
the Fiscal Year 2009 National Defense Authorization Act's "manager's package." 
Unfortunately, due to the lack of a unanimous consent agreement on a procedural issue, the 
entire "manager's package" was not included in the bill before final passage. However, the 
defense appropriations conferees did include report language in its legislation that stated " ... the 
Air Force is encouraged, at a minimwn, to continue a warm line status for Minuteman III 
propulsion systems and to use funds provided for Fiscal Year 2009 to initiate a Minuteman III 
motor life extension program." In addition, Chairman Inouye and Vice Chairman Cochran of 
the Senate Defense Appropriations Subcommittee wrote to the Air Force on September 26, 2008 
urging "the Air Force to provide funding in order to maintain a land-based solid rocket motor 
industrial base." Accordingly, I have been infonned, that the Air Force is constructing a 
proposal to procure additional solid rocket motors this fiscal year and six sets of motors a year 
for the next five years. 

Does the Department support a plan for maintaining our land-based ICBM solid rocket 
industrial base? If not, how does the Department intend to sustain this vital national capability? 
With the existing production lines beginning to close in March, will the Department provide 
Fiscal Year 2009 funding to maintain our solid rocket motor industrial production capability? 

The Tanker Recapitalization 

Three years ago, during a trip to each of our nation's three Air Force Depots, I was 
extremely concerned to find that our KC-135s were literally falling apart due to extensive metal 
fatigue and corrosion. In particular, I will always remember, during one of the stops at Tinker 
Air Force Base, how one of the workers was able to peel apart, like tissue paper, critical 
aluminum KC-135 parts. Accordingly, I founded, with Senator Kent Conrad, the Senate Tanker 
Caqcus. The Caucus is a bipartisan organization whose purpose is to assist the Department and 
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Air Force in its role of efficiently procuring whichever aircraft best meets the requirements of 
our National Military Strategy. Obviously, the failure of recent efforts to procure a new tanker 
has been disconcerting to members ofthe Caucus, especially as the KC-135 is rapidly 
approaching its 50th year in service. 

What are your plans to restart the tanker procurement competition and what is your 
timeline for fielding a 21 51 century tanker? 

Missile Defense 

With the proliferation of ballistic missile technology and the testing of these systems by 
Iran and North Korea, the need to protect our nation and our allies from a ballistic missile attack 
has never been greater. Accordingly, I strongly supported the operational deployment of our 
current limited missile defense system. 

Do you support the current plans to expand the capabilities and size of our missile 
defense system? What are your thoughts concerning the Ground Based Mid-Course Interceptor 
and the Kinetic Energy Interceptor concept? 

Thank you for your attention to these matters and I look forward to reading your response 
to my questions. 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senator 

3 



IMMEL K.INOUVE, HAWAII. CHAIRMAN 

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinittd ~tatts ~rnat£ 
COMMITIEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051o-6025 
http:lleppropriations.aenate.gov 

May 14,2009 

We know that you share our concern that the Air Force tanker fleet is aging 
and needs to be replaced. Given the current challenges associated with awarding 
this contract, we plan to carefully review all options to begin replacing the tanker 
fleet expeditiously. 

The competing contractors have provided their cost estimates associated 
with a dual award of360-plus aircraft. We do not have equivalent estimates from 
the Department of Defense. As you can understand, it is critical that we have the 
best DOD cost information available during the Defense Subcommittee 
examination of the program in the fiscal year 2010 budget request. 

Therefore, within 45-days,we request that you provide the Committee with 
a Cost Analysis Improvement Group estimate of the life cycle costs associated 
with the development, procurement, and operation and sustainment of a dual 
source acquisition of360 tankers (a combined purchase ofKC-X and KC-Y 
aircraft) with annual competitive awards. 

We thank you in advance for your cooperation on this matter and look 
forward to working together with you as.we continue our review. 

Sincerely, 

Thad Cochran 
Vice Chairman 
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Mr. Christian P. Marrone 
Assistant Secretary of Defense 
For Legislative· Affairs (Act~ng) 
The Pentagon 
Washington DC 

Dear Mr. Marrone~ 
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COMMITTEE ON FoAfiGN RELATIONS 

WAS!iiiiiCifON, DC. 2.051~225 
May7, 2009 

On April 23, 2009. I introduced S .. 8'73. the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Improvement Act of 2009. It has been referred to. the • Committee on Anned Services. 

The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction remains the number one natio~ 
security threat facing the United StateS and the international community~ The Nunn-L~gar 
Program has become the primary tool through which the United States wotks·to safely destroy 
nuclear, chemical, and biological warfare capacity. Through Nwm~Lugar. ~United State~. bas 
eliminated more nuclear weapons than the combined arsenals of the United Kingdom" France, 
and China 1 am delighted that President Obama made the Nunn-Lugar Pl'Qgraro such a bigh 
profile bsue during his campaign. In 2005, then-Senator Obama and I traveled ·to Russia to see 
the Nunn-Lugar Program in action. We visited the RUssian nuclear warhead storage facility at 
Santtov and the mobile missile di$1l811tlerncnt facility near.Penn .. This experiente gives him a 
unique vantage point to take i~pOrt.ant steps:to revitalize and expand the program. 

In 2008 the National Defense Authorization Act requested that the National Academy of 
Sciences compile a report on ways to strengthen IJ)ld expand the Nunn-Lugar Program. lbe 
report argues persuasively that the program should be expanded geographically, updated in fonn 
and function and supported as an active tool of foreign pollcy. Nunn-Lugar must ~me less 
ctimbersome and bUreaucratic and more agile, flexible, and responsive to ensure timely 
contributions across a larger number of countries. 

Most of the recommendations dO not require iegislation but rather simple management 
improvements. My 'Qill, S. 873. fQCuses on two rcconimendations that require Congressional 
authorization: (l) the pr~vision or'iiini.ted "nomithstahding authorit)'" to give flexibility for 
future engagements in ~xpected Jooations and (2) creation of a Cooperative Threat Redw:tjon 
PartnershiP. Account to pennit the Secreta.r)' to accept funds fro~ any person. foreign 
government, or international orgaslization to accomplish nonproliferation and disannament g~ 
~,-addition the .bill urges that the_ program engage the Unified Combatant Co~ds tq ensure 
full coordination and effcetivc program implementation. · 

The Nunn·Lugar Program has made critically important con1ributions to U.S. national 
so:uri.ty tbro\lgh. the elimination of strategic wcap<)ns ·systems and platfonns mrayed a~ U$. 



Even as the threat changes, I am confident,that it can eontinue to setve U.S ... interests with the 
riglit leadership and direction. My goal is lo provide the program with the tools it needs· to 
continue to be successful. · ' . 

· I ask tbat"tm:" Pc:Qtagon review the policy aspects and implications of the leglslation and 
share. its ~ews on the imP.act. of my legislation on the Department's non-prolifctation and. 
<:Ounter-WMD ·policy priorities. I have attached :a copy of the legisl~on and the sta~ent of 
~~U9tion that I delivered on April23. · · 

. . . Than~ ypu for your assi$tance and I look forward fu your assi~ in this matter. 

RGUkmk 

. . 

. Sincerely. 

Richard G. Lugar 
Ranking Member 
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otnll!lress of t}Je Dnite~ ~lutes 
11htslfingtun, 1\Qt 2D515 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000. Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-·1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May?, 2009 

We are ~ting you in regard to your AprillO, 2009, announcement that the decision to establish 
a second nuclear aircraft carrier homeport at Naval Station Mayport, Florida, would be further 
reviewed within the 2010 Quadrennial Defense Review (QDR). 

Just four months ago, the Department of the Navy concluded an exhaustive-two and a half year 
study weighing the strategic, operational and environmental consequences of upgrading Naval 
Station Mayport to homeport a nuclear carrier. This study concluded that indeed Naval Station 
Mayport should homeport a nuclear carrier, and the upgrades must be done since consolidating 
ALL nuclear carrier homeporting and maintenance in one East Coast location greatly hampers 
the Navy's strategic options. 

Prior to 2007, the Navy had operational flexibility on the East Coast with carriers stationed both 
at Naval Station Norfolk and Naval Station Mayport. However the Navy lost this flexibility with 
the decommissioning of the last East Coast conventional carrier in 2007. In order to reduce risk 
to the Atlantic Fleet canier force and restore the proper balance to the Navy, Naval Station 
Mayport must be upgraded to homeport nuclear aircraft carriers. On the West Coast, nuclear 
carriers and maintenance facilities are spread among three homeports. In fact, in a December 
2008letter to Senator Jim Webb, you reinforced the concept of strategic dispersal stating, 
"Having a single CVN homeport has not been considered acceptable on the west coast and 
should not be considered acceptable on the east coast." 

The facts are sknple -- the Norfolk area is the only east coast port in which nuclear aircraft 
carriers are repaired, built and housed. If tragedy, man-made or nature-related .... intentional or 
acciden~ rendered Norfolk out of reach the Navy would be forced to journey around the tip of 
South America 'to reach another nuclear aircraft carrier maintenance facility in San Diego, CA. 
While some would like to believe this is an acceptable back-up pl~ commott sense demands 
otherw1se. · 

Time and time again, aircraft carriers have proven to be key to the execution of our national 
security strategy. We believe as access to overseas land bases continues to decrease, the Navy's 
aircraft carriers will be more and more important. The Navy has alternate homeporting and 
maintenance options for all ships on the East Coast except aircraft carriers, its most valuable 
assets. The total costs for permanently homeporting a nuclear aircraft carrier at Mayport is less 
than 1% of the cost of the nuclear carrier fleet. While the cost is not inconsequential, when 
weighed against the possible risks to our carrier fleet, upgrading Mayport to homeport nuclear 
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carrier is a sound national security expense. The Department MUST make this investment in 
Naval Station Mayport to provide flexibility to the Combatant Commanders and protection to 
some of the nation's most valuable assets. 

We expect the QDR will reaffinn your decision and honor the considered professiOnal military 
judgments and recommendations of senior DOD and Navy leadership who all recommend 
establishment of a nuclear homeport and maintenance facility at Naval Station Mayport. A 
second such port on the East Coast not only protects our military personnel and naval assets, but 
also strengthens our national security and the defense of all Americans. In addition, the Navy 
prides itself in its meticulous approach to nuclear power and to not have an additional nuclear 
maintenance facility on the East Coast departs from that approach. These points alone make the 
establishment of a second East Coast nuclear homeport essential for our national security and our 
sailors' quality of life. 

bR13J1.~ 
KENDRICK MEEK 
Member of Congress 

Sincerely, 

THOMAS ROONEY 
Member of Congress 

CONNIE MACK 
Member of Congress 



/2:-.v. ~ ..... -U.:t£. 
GINNY BROWN~ WAITE 
Member of Congress 

·o~& 
Member of Congress 

RON KLEIN 
Member of Congress 

~RA~ 
Member of Congress 

2A~B~ 
GUS BILiiifils 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

SKAu-w~ 
ROBERT WEXLER 
Member of Congress 

d/tutl~ ALCEE HASTINGSSlJKMAS . 
Member of Congress Member of Congress 

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHUL 
Member of Congress 

cc: The Honorable B.J. Penn, Acting Secretary of the Navy 
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations 
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SUSAN M. COLUNS. MAIN& 
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MICHAEl L. AI.EJCAN~. STAff DlftECTOR 
IIAANDOH L MII.H<llltol, MINORnY STAFF DIAECTOII 1>M:> CHIEF COUNSEL 

The Honorable Peter R. Orszag 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
1650 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20503 

Dear Director Orszag: 

tinitro ~tatrs ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON 

HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6250 

May 12,2009 

We write to make you aware of security clearance reform efforts undertaken to date and to urge 
you to continue those efforts. 

As you may be aware. we have long been interested in reforming the security clearance process 
because the Government Accountability Office (GAO) has documented problems with the 
Department of Defense's (DoD) personnel security clearance program since the 1990s, going so 
far as to declare the program a systemic weakness affecting DoD and other federal agencies in 
2002. GAO added the DoD personnel security clearance program to its high-risk list in 2005, 
and the program remains on that list today. 

Because of these and other issues, Congress has worked for many years on a bi-partisan basis to 
address security clearance issues across the federal government. For example, in 2003 Congress 
transferred DoD's personnel security investigative function to the Office of Personnel 
Management (OPM) as part of the FY2004 National Defonse Authorization Act in an effort to 
improve the security clearance investigation process. Additionally, in 2004 Congress called for 
substantial changes to the security clearance process in the Intelligence Reform and Terrorism 
Prevention Act (IRTP A). Among other things, IR TP A required the President to select a single 
agency or office to oversee the security clearance process across the federal government, 
implement uniform poJicies regarding the security clearance process, ensure reciprocal 
recognition of security clearances among agencies. evaluate the use of technology to expedite 
security clearance processes, and develop a plan to reduce the length of the security clearance 
process. 

In 2005, President Bush issued Executive Order 13381 in furtherance oflRTPA requirement~. 
That order designated the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as the executive branch 
agency responsible for setting policy for the security clearance process and required annual 
reports on implementation ofiRTPA and the Executive Order. 



Letter to Director Orszag 
May 12,2009 
Page2 

Additionally, in 2008 President Bush issued a "Memorandum for the Heads of Executive 
Departments and Agencies and the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs 
regarding Security Clearances" in furtherance ofiRTPA. Thatmemorandum directed OMB, the 
Department of Defense, OPM, the Director ofNational Intelligence, and the Office of the 
Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs (collectively, the Joint Refonn. Team) to 
produce a comprehensive security clearance reform proposal by April 30, 2008. Such a proposal 
was produced and recommended a new Executive Order to ensure fitness reciprocity and · 
reinvestigation; a modified Standard Form 86 application to seek more relevant information and 
support continuous evaluation of cleared individuals; a new strategy to ensure that standard and 
criminal record checks are conducted to mitigate gaps in automated searches; a new strategy to 
improve the accessibility of federal investigative records; standardized training and certification 
for security professionals; a singl~search automated interface for verification of existing 
investigations, eligibility, and access to classified information; an automated process to validate 
investigations requested, investigations conducted and costs billed by investigative services; and 
the deployment of electronic fingerprint stations. The Joint Reform Team also recommended 
that an Executive Order be issued to establish a new governance structure to coordinate hiring 
a.Jld clearing processes. 

As a result of these recommendations~ in 2008 President Bush issued Executive Order 13467, 
which names OPM as the executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and 
adjudications for employment suitability and the Director of National Intelligence as the 
executive agent responsible for overseeing investigations and adjudications for security 
clearances. Executive Order 13467 also established the Suitability and Security Clearance 
Performance Accountability Council (PAC), responsible to the President for achieving reform 
goals, measuring agency performance, holding agencies accountable, and establishing 
information technology requirements. 

We firmly believe that each of the above-referenced Executive Orders and actions were 
undertaken in furtherance of statutory requirements and are important and valuable efforts to 
reform the security clearance process across the federal government as mandated by IR TP A. 
Additionally, we believe these efforts are necessary steps towards removing the DoD personnel 
security clearance program from GAO's high-risk list. Therefore, we strongly \U'ge you to 
continue and build upon these efforts, including by approving the modification of Standard Form 
86 that was delivered to OMB on December 31, 2008. We would appreciate an update from you 
on what OMB has done in furtherance ofiRTPA to reform the security clearance process since 
January 20,2009. 

Additionally, our Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee has held five 
hearings on security clearance reform efforts, with the most recent hearing occwring on May 22, 
2008. We plan to hold a sixth hearing on this subject this summer, and we sincerely hope that 
OMB will be willing to participate in that hearing as it has in years past. 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to working with you on this and 
other important issues. 

George V. Voinovich 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management, the 
Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia 

cc: The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301~1300 

The Honorable Dennis C. Blair 
Director 

Sincerely, 

Office of the Director of National Intelligence 
Washington, DC 20511 

The Honorable John Berry 
Director 
Office of Personnel Management 
1900 E Street NW 
Washington, DC 20415 

Daniel K. Akaka 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Oversight of 
Government Management, the 
the Federal Workforce, and the 
District of Columbia 



tlnittd i'tatts ~matt 
WASHINGTON, D.C 20510 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Seeretaryt U.S. Department ofDef~ 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May20,2009 

We an: writing to relay our concerns about the lack of coordinated support for. families of 
deployed National Guard and Reserve serviceniembers and the Department_ of Defense's efforts 
to implement the National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. 

Deployment causes substantial s1ress and anxiety for families. One-third of the 
respondents to a recent National Military Family Association survey reported problems with both 
the availability of community support and the Jack of infonnation available to them about the 
Department's services and benefits. A recent Defense Department report to Congress 
acknowledged these problems and noted that they are particularly acute for geograjmically 
isolated families of deployed National Guard and Reserve servicemembets. 

A recent RAND study found similar problems-lack of efficient delivery of information 
about available services, shonage of staff, and poorly coordinated programs. RAND 
recommended concrete steps at all stages of the deployment cycle tp address these problems. 

The National Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program (YRRP) was created in· the 
2008 NatiODJI) Defense Authorization Act to address these problems like these. But the YRRP 
Advisory Board of the Dcpaitment's Office for Reintegration Programs did not hold its first 
meeting until March 31, 2009, and progress on this front seems slow at best 

We know you share our view that the YR.RP is an important initiative. Going forward. 
the Department can meet the important goals.ofthe YRRP by implcmentilig program elements 
that: 

(1) Integrate, consolidate and proactively provide family-support infonnation to families 
dwing all phases of the deployment cycle: pre-deployment, deployment, demobilization, and 
post-deployment reconstitution. 

(2) Ensure that geographically isolated families receive location-specific information 
about the services available to them and information about the presence of other military families 
from the same and different services in their area. To do this, the Department might eonsidm .. the 
feasibility of creating a cross-service database of families living in a particular locale, which 
would be available to these geographically isolated families. 

(3) Focus at least as much effort on delivery of resources as volume of resources~ Deliver 
tailored infonnation to families at various "milestone•• times during the deployment cycle. 



( 4) Provide quality family-support services when the servicemember is cross--leveled into 
a unit that is based far from their family and their home station. 

(5) Provide sufficient staffing for the '1'amily readiness" organizations of the Military 
Services to ensure- a more forward-leaning effort to provide family-support information to 
families during the entire deployment cycle. 

(6) Consider the Findings and Recommendations of the referenced RAND study 
(~ployment Experiences of Guard and Reserve FamtJtu.~ Implica11onsfor Support and 
Retention, 2008), or equivalent sources, that focus on infonnation and resource delivery 
problems. -

After eight years of conDmring conflict in Iraq and M~ we all agree on the need 
for a robust family-support program worthy of the sacrifices made by deploying serviccmembers 
and their families. 

Thank you for your attention and dedication to this effort to date. Please let us know if 
there are any lepl obstacles or resource oonstraints that prevent full implementation of the 
Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program. We look forward to working with you. 

~· k h ' 
Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

AJ,~I/.~~ 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 

7a~ ~ ayO 
United States Senator 

~--~ EvanBayh 
United States Senator 

Christopher s. Bond 
United States Senator 

nTester 
United States Senator 

~~~·-
• , States Senator 



DANia. K. I"'()IJve. HAWAil CHAIRMAN 
THAI> COCHIIAN. MISSISSI"" VICE CHAIWAN 

ROBERT C. B'iRO, WEST VIRGINIA 
PATIUCKJ. L&AHY, 1IERMONT 
TOM HARKIN, IOWA 
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI, MAAVLANO 
HU8 KOHl. WISCONSIN 
PATTY MURRAY. WASHINGTON 
BYliON L DORGAN, NORTH DAKOTA 
DIANNE Fl:INSTiiN, CALIFORNIA 
RICKARD J . DUIIIIIN, ILLINOIS 
TIM JOHNSON, SOUTH DAKOTA 
MARY L. LANDREU, LOUISIANA 
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND 
FRANK R. LAUTENBERG, NEW JERSEY 
BEN NELSON, NEBRASKA 
MAIII< P'RYOII. ARKANSAS 
JON TESTER, MONlANA 
ARLEN SPECTER, PENNSYLVANIA 

CHIIISTOI'HEII S. BOND, MISSOURI 
MITCH McCONNEll, KENTUCKY 
RICHARD C. SHELlY, AlABAMA 
JUDD GREGG. NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ftOBEIIT F. llfNNETT, UTAH 
KAY BAIU:Y HUTCHISON. TEXAS 
SAM BAOWNEIACK, KANSAS 
l.AMAII AU:XANOEII, TENNESSEf 
SUSAN COLUNS, MAINf 
GiORGi V. VOINDVICH, OHIO 
USA MUftiCOWSKI, AlASKA 

CHARu:S J . HOUY, STAFF OIIIECTOII 
IIIIUCE EVANS, MINOIUTY STAFF DIRECTOR 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tinittd i'tatts ~tnatt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051(Hl025 
http://appropriations.senete.gov 

May 22,2009 

As you are aware, the Government of Japan has been interested in 
purchasing F-22 aircraft for several years. At the request of the Committees 
on Appropriations, the Air Force has examined what it would cost to design 
and manufacture an export version of the F-22. 

Using the information which was provided by the Air Force, I 
prepared the attached letter to the Japanese ambassador. I believe the 
Government of Japan is likely to be interested in purchasing the aircraft even 
at the relatively high price which has been estimated. I wanted you to know 
of my actions in this matter and therefore, am forwarding the letter for your 
review. 

Appropriations 
on Defense 

liD 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May 19,2009 

We_ are writing to request that you establish a clear policy through which the 
Department of Defense (DOD) will encourage renewable energy development 
while maintaining necessary protections for military airspace. 

As you know, DOD has an important voice in wind turbine siting decisions 
because wind turbines can impact DOD radar and airspace requirements. 
Unfortunately, to date the interaction between wind developers and the DOD has 
lacked consistency. For instance, in 2007 Travis Air Force Base objected to the 80 
MW Montezuma Wind Energy Center very iate in the permitting process. The 
proposed wind farm is surrounded by other wind fam)s,. some of which were built 
after 2007, in Solano County California's Wind Resource Area, more than ten 
miles from the base. That project, and others nearby, remain in limbo today due to 
DOD concerns that are likely surmountable. 

To facilitate the development of renewable energy projects consistent with 
national security needs, we encourage you to take the following steps that could 
improve the prospects for wind development in the United States. 

• Consolidate Decision Making: Formally consolidate decision making 
regarding wind development in a single office, preferably within the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense. A single decision·maker, who operates under clear 
timelines and procedures by which he communicates DOD concerns regarding 
wind projects, would limit unnecessary conflict between DOD and renewable 
energy development. 

• Participate in FAA Review; DOD should identify proposed wind .farm 
impacts on airborne operations. during the Federal Aviation Administration's 
(FAA) existing, formal wind farm screening-and approval process, as well as 
provide initial feedbac~ during any.FAA early feasibility review. IfDOD 



objections are stated in as transparent a manner as national security concerns 
permit through the FAA process, renewable energy developers will not be 
surprised by DOD concerns expressed late in the permitting process. 

• Site Specific Evaluations: The military has produced extremely useful maps 
of California, Arizona and Nevada that designate areas in which the military 
effectively opposes wind energy development (red), areas where the DOD 
might have some concerns (yellow), and areas where DOD has no military 
concerns (green). DOD's maps were assembled using data and assumptions 
that allow them to guide development, but they are not detailed enough to be 
the final decision making tool. I request that you clarify that DOD staff should 
evaluate site-specific technical analysis before opposing any wind proposal. 

• Airspace Height Restrictions: Airspace height restrictions vary considerably 
across the West and limit wind energy development. If DOD evaluated whether 
it is reasonable and consistent with safety and national security needs to raise 
200, 300 and 400 feet restrictions to 500 feet at sites where wind farms are 
proposed, DOD may be able to open a considerable amount of currently 
restricted land to wind energy development. 

• Mitigation Research and Development: Technical mitigation measures may 
be able to reduce the impacts of wind turbines on radar. In September 2008, 
representatives from the DOD, the Federal Aviation Administration, the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the wind industry 
agreed to develop a research and development roadmap, mirroring a similar 
effort between the British military and the British Wind Energy Association. 
DOD participation in this effort is important, and I encourage you to ensure that 
it continues. 

• Radar Upgrades: DOD is in the process of replacing older analog radar 
systems with state-of-the-art radar through the National Airspace 
Modernization Program. I encourage you to request that DOD consider the 
wind energy potential of an area when prioritizing radar replacements. A report 
by the defense advisory firm JASON recently concluded, "Radars which don't 
have the capabilities to mitigate wind farm interference could simply be 
replaced ... The new radar would incorporate multidimensional detection, with 
greatly enhanced processing, with pulse shapes designed to optimally 
distinguish between aircraft and wind farms."1 

1 
Wind Farms and Radar (JSR-08-125). JASON. The MITRE Corporation. January 2008. 



As you know, both global warming and our reliance on foreign sources of 
energy present economic and national security challenges to our country. Your 
Department rightfully focuses on its primary mission of protecting our national 
security, but we believe DOD could also play a more productive role. We very 
much look forward to working with you to ensure that renewable energy 
development proceeds where it is compatible with the military's mission. 

We look forward to working with you on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

·~------V~I~~-~~~~ 
Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senator 

~w~J 
RonWyden ... 
United States Senator 

~~ 
Barbara Boxer 
United States Senator 

Tom Harkin 
United States Senator 

~!·~ 
United States Senator 

Charles Grassley 
United States Senator 

n Tester 
nited States Senator 

Richard J. Durbin 
United States Senator 

-

~~._ 
ax Baucus 

United States Senator 

-
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SENATOR 
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WASHINGTQN, DC 20510-3205 

The Honorable Barack H. Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500~0004 

Dear President Obama: 

May 19,2009 

COMMITIEES: 
ENIIIIONMEH1' ANO PUIIUc WORKS 

FOREIGN REI.ATlONS 
AGIIICULTUIIE 

SPECIAl. ~mEE ON AGING 

I am very concerned about the expanding humanitarian crisis triggered by th~ 
. military offensive by the Pakistani government against the extremist Taliban groups in 

the Swat valley and neighboring areas. We appreciate Pakistan's determination to end 
the oppressive and dangerous Tallban regime in those regions. We must ensure that we 
allocate sufficient .funding to address the immediate crisis and the rebuilding that will be 
necessary to allow those people to return home while minimizing the possibility that 
extremist groups will again take root in. those areas. 

As you know~ the number oflntemally Displaced People (IDPs) is over one 
million and .growing. Tens of thousands are in· desperate need of immediate and .. urgent 
relief in tenns. of shelter, food, clothing and healthcare. Hundreds of thousandS more have 
found shelter with their families, but their needs and the'strain they put on thOse families 
likewise . .neces~tate a strong response from the international community. Based on the 
funding required to address the more limited numbers of Pakistani IDPs m the past year, I 
understand that it may require as much as $300 million to adequately address· the relief 
operations for the current number ofiDPs in the a:ffe~,1ed areas. · 

In addition to these immediate needs, I am sure you appreciate the need for a . 
consistent and ~equate commitment to rebuilding the a:ffc;cted regions of Swat, Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas (FA TA) and neighboring regions, as well as other areas of 
Pakistan. The Taliban and attendant groups in Pakistan are losing their public appeal, 
while the latest actions of the Pakistam government have gained support Qf all major 
political parties in Pakistan as well as the majority of the people of Pakistan. We must 
capitalize on this shift in opinion to. work with the .Pakistani government ·and civil societY 
ip. helping to rebuild and stabilize the north-wes(region and addreSs is8ues such as 
supporting free media, eu~ouraging the gro~ of women's rights. expanding educatio:Dal 
opportunities, arid other democracy and stability building pro8rams throughout the 
couritry. . . . - . 

. I'IIINTI!D ON REcYCLED PAPER 



As you have stated on several occasions, the United States is locked m a battle 
with the extremists for the hearts and minds of Muslims around the world. We showed 
our strong support for the people of Pakistan after the earthquake in the Northern regions 
in October 2005. Our assistance yielded positive attitudes toward the United States 
among the Pakistani people. 

The assistance to Pakistan in the Fiscal Year 2009 supplemental appropriation 
currently before Congress will go a long way in strengthening Pakistan's constitutional 
democracy and ad~essing its development81 needs. But the United States must take. 
immediate action to demonstrate to the 170 million people in Pakistan that our goal is to 
work with them to achieve a peaceful, stable and prosperous Pakistan for all its citizens. 

Sincerely yours, 

~t:..t::4i4i.-- I 
Kirsten E. Gillibrand 

CC: Secretary" of State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
· Secretary ofDefense Robert Gates .;./ . 

General (Ret) James Jones, National Security Advisor 
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, .Special Representative to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 
General David Petraeus, Commander, U.S. Central Command 
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COMMITIEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

Dr. Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 21,2009 

SUITE SH-825 
HART BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

(202) 224-3004 

Thank you for your willingness to meet. with several senators Wednesday morning to 
discuss our concerns regarding proposed reductions. in several defense systeins, including 
ground-based interceptor missiles in Alaska. I very niuch appreciate your time to further 
e~plain the administration's thinking on modernizing .our nation's defense posture . . 

I was heartened.hy your commitment"~~ :~·· gro~W:td-based missile -defense system, a 
portion of which is based in my stat~' aH•·ort'Gie¢ly. As you know, many members of the 
Senate believe this -system is a proven ci>mponent of our defense capabilities. R~cent . 
missile launches by North Korea and Iran.inake ibis system everi more vital. 

As we discussed~ I look forward to ycim department's further amplification on the role of 
the system iri America's overalt defen~e posture; the robQst testing program you have 
already endorsed and the overall maintenance of the Fort Greely-based missiles to ensure 
they·are capable.ofaddressing threats to .our state and natiori. · 

Th~k. you also for you~ w.illi.ngness to tta~el to Alaska to address in-person Alaska's 
servicemen ·and: women who are so ably pto~ctlrig our country. 

·- . ~ 
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The President 
The Whlte House 
1600 Pennsylvania A venue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

May 18,2009 

A3 you know, the humanitarian crisis in Pakistan's North West Frontier Province, 
which is the result of increased fighting between the Pakistan Army and militants, is 
reaching historic and catastrophic proportions. Over one million people have already 
been displaced, in what is believed to be the single largest civilian migration in the region· 
since the 1947 Partition. Wonyingly, the numbers of displaced are continuing to grow. 
We must help the Pakistani government protect the civilian population while fighting 
continues and provide assistance to the displaced to ensure this crisis does not lead to 
~-~~r tinrest throughout 1;he res(~fthe: .~9untry. · . . :,1 . .;. : · .. ·.' :·} , . 
. . ,; , • I I . - • • ! ,.. ' . t,' . ) \.. • l ' • •.~ •' • . ' 

Uruted Nations offici'ai~ hA:Y6'called for a "titassive int~ational effdrt'';W adliress 
the ~~i~, w~ing that ~~~nt such an effort, it will be "absolutely impossible" to provide 

as~~~~;·~~~.Po~. i~d_i~te_~~t. ~~~ ~~ s!8Jl~~~~ '~P.~~ NJ, ~e basi~. ~~i~~ce currently 
bemg pro~d~? .. Jn~~~~bng f~, ~a,:ter, ~ ~l.l:~l~r, ,~d ~~~9~· .. -~, ~d~~~~n,,s~~e 80 to 90 
percent ofth6,~ .4!~,-~c¢. .M,~fe~~~·g 01#.-~~. h~~pitil!iti. ~f f~ijf~~iJ: ~~n1: -~ ~dy under stra_ in fii>n'i"the glob~i .. eeorioinic ciisis: .. ·.· · · · ·· .. ·· ·:·· ! ., .. , .. · .J • • • • • · . ~ · 

. . ' ~!1 l l '>.1 :. ~ . . ) ) r :~ r:\( ' .. ! (. :. 

We are deeply concerned that if not adequately addressed, the.crisis could 
undermine the Pakistani government and compromise our ability to help stabilize the 
coun~. We note with conccvn that the media is repoljing tht: charity wings of designated 

. terrorist organizations :Such 1\8 Lashkar-e-Taiba are al~ady rpshing to provide assistance 
in the absence of a sufficient government response. 

For this reason, we are writing to tttge you to work· in full partnership with the 
Gov~~ent of Pakistan to mount an immediate U.S. response that addresses both the 
short-term ~d lcmg-teim needs o(~e diSplaced. We believe that n.otPiJ;lg less ~an an 
immedi~te, large-scale response that mobilizes the re_sources of the entire: l!~~· ·. . . . 
~ovemment~ as well as the private secto~, is required to ensure the P~~i ~ple . 
receive the help they need. . . · · . . . . . · · · · · . · ·,:.' .. .' ... . . , · . 

. . . ~ ·. . . 

AS \ve saw iri. the aftelmath ofthe 2004 tsunami in Southe~t Asi~ and the 2oos 
~quake in no~~ Pakistan, the United States possesses unique capabilities to 
provi~e swift and effective ~d for civilian populations suffering ~m. unprecedented 

. ' . . 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

hwnanitarian crises. We believe that we have both a moral and strategic imperative to 
help provide an immediate response to the crisis unfolding in Pakistan. 

We thank you for your attention to this urgent and critical matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Russell D. Feingold 
United States Senator 

JonKyl 
United States Senator 

CC: Secretary of State l:fillary Rodham Cljnton 
Secretary. of Defense Robert Gates li" 

I 

United States Senator 

~ t.·~·"· 
Robert P. Casey Jr. 
United States Senator 

General (Ret.) James Jones, National Security Atlvisor' 
Ambassador Richard C. Holbrooke, Special Representative to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan 
General David Petraeus, Commander~ U.S. Central Command 
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HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

SPECIAL COMMITIEE ON AGING 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

May23,2009 

On behalf of the 4,500 employees at Memorial Health System and the 140,119 
TRICARE beneficiaries who live in Colorado Springs, Colorado, I write to ask your 
assistance in Memorial Health System's efforts to obtain approval for a three-year 
Temporary Military Contingency Payment Adjustment (TMCPA). A TMCPA would 
allow the system to continue to provide quality care to the TRICARE population of 
Colorado Springs. 

Memorial Health System is a 600 plus bed acute care health and hospital system that 
serves an area in which there are five military installations: The United States Air Force 
Academy, Peterson Air Force Base, Shriever Air Force Base, Cheyenne Mountain Air 
Force Station, and Fort Carson. Due to a severe shortage ofTRICARE providers in 
Memorial Health System's service area, Memorial is the largest nonmilitary provider for 
the TRICARE population in the western region, as well as the largest provider of 
Emergency Department and Urgent Care services in the Colorado Springs area. In 2008, 
Memorial Health System provided over 45,000 patient visits to the TRICARE population 
and provided care for 149 babies. 

Additionally, with this an arrival of an additional 7,000 troops and their families from the 
4tll Infantry Division moving from Fort Hood. Texas to Fort Carson this swnmer, demand 
for these military families at Memorial Health System is only going to increase. 

While I understand the Department of Defense's desire to adopt a TRICARE outpatient 
prospective payment system (OPPS) that is more in line with Medicare rules, I am 
concerned that immirtent implementation of this adjustment will be financially crippling 
for Memorial Health System. Without a TMCP A, Memorial Health System's TRICARE 
reimbursement will be reduced by over $10 million, and the facility will have to consider 
limiting both access to the types of care it delivers to its 1RICARE population, and 
potentially the amount of healthcare workforce available to serve these military families. 
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. . . 
Granting Memorial Health System a TMCP A is essential to making sure our military 
families receive the high-quality care they need and deserve. With a gradual transition to 
the TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system; Memorial could continue its 
mission of helping to keep our military ready and prepared for future challenges. On 
behalf of these families, I thank ·you for your attention to this matter and urge you to grant 
this adjustment 

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to our nation's men and women in 
uniform. 

Sincerely, . 

~17-~ 
Michael F. Bennet · 
United States .Senator 
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tlnlttd ~mtu ~matt 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Department ofDcfonse 
I 400 .Defenac Pentagon 
WashiDgtoo, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

WASHINGTON, DC 20110 

Jwe2. 2009 

We are writing an behalf of the 94* Infantty Division, which valiantly fought 
during the European campaign-of World War n. In Apri1194S, the Division came across 
a concenttation camp near Velbert. Gennazly contaming hundreds of dying pri.sonc.n, and 
wu relieved by a medical unit that cared for the prisoners who· were in dire need of 
medical attention. 

Despite the fact that the 94lh Infantry Division was the first Allied tmit to enter 
the camp, it has not yet been recognized as an official h"bcnting unit of World War D. · 
The Division hope~ very much to be approved for liberation status. so that its flag can be 
flown at 'the Holocaust Museum. We understand that the Division lw complied with all 
of the necessary guidelines established for such status by the United States Center for 
Miliwy History, and have the pcrscma1 accounts of twO soldiers who served in the unit at 
that time.; Edward Cowley and Thoma& Manthey. 

We respectfully request that the 94d1 Infantry Division be considered by tba 
Department for hOeration status, and any appropriate assistance or consideration that you 
can provide would be greatly appreeiated. If you have any additional questions or 
conccms. please have your staff contact Tristan Takos in Senator Kennedy's office at 
(617) 565-4471, or BradyVanEngelenin Senator Kerry's oftice at (202) 224--2742. 

Thank you for your consideration in thia mattrz. 

Witb respect and appreciation. 

Sincerely. 
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ORRIN G. HATCH 
UTAH 

~rtihb ~tatrs· ~.enate 
Tea-: QQ2l2'24-6261 

TOO 1:1021 224-211149 
F ""- 12011124-Ual 

The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary 
The Department of Defense 
1100 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1100 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4402 

June 8, -2009 

CCIM1TiES: 

FINANCE 

JUDI¢wlv 

HEALTH. EOUCATJON. 
LA80fl, AIW Pe~IONS 

INTeUJGI:tiCE 

JOINT COMMITTEE 
ON TAXATION 

Thank you for your May 28th letter. I appreciate learning the Department of Defense's 
("Department~) views on the subjects covered in the letter. In addition. I look forward to 
continuing to work with you on enhancing our nation's security. 

I was delighted to learn of the Department's commitmeatto our depot-maintenance 
system by "compl[ying] with the 50/SO and Core laws as currently written and interpreted." 
As you know, the Congress, on a bipartisan basis. has worked·with the Department over the past 
several years to recapitalize our depot maintenance system. The warfi,ptter bas greatly 
benefited from this renewed invesunent through sustained on-time delivery rates of vital 
equipment. 

Regarding the land--based solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial 
base, I deeply appreciate the Department and the Air Force'• ~ognition of the merits of . 
sustaining this vir,al national infrastructure. The Air Force's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request of 
$43 million is an important first ·s~. However, your letter does no~ address if the Department 
will accede to the Secretary of the Air Force's request to reprogram sufficient Fiscal Year 2009 
funds to maintain solid rocket production this fisCal year. Only a prompt transfer of these funds 
will prevent further interruptions in production. resulting in millions of dollars in unnecessary 
costs, and the stabilization of employment for the highly sought after engineers atJ.d technicians 
that manufacture solid rocket motors. 

· Therefore, I respectfully request the Department agree to Secretary Donley's request and 
reprogram, on al)·expedited basis, .FiScal Year 2009 ftmds.tomaintain.ournation's land-based 
solid rocket motor intercontinental ballistic missile industrial base. 

Thank you for yout consideration of this matter. · 

Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Scmator 
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860-!149-8483 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secret~y. 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051C1-0703 

June 10, 2009 

Tou Fat&: HJ00-225-560:S 

1t0Mr PAGE: 
http:lnieberman.scnat~e.Qov 

( read with great interest your speech to the Association of American Universities 
on April 14,2008. On that occasion you noted the potential ofthe records ofSaddam 
Hussein•s Ba'athist regime, captured by American forces in 2003, to provide us 
"unprecedc:mted insights" into the workings of dictatorial third-world regimes. You 
rightly compared this collection of materials to the Smolensk archives, upon which 
scholars ofthe Soviet Unio~ like Merle Fainsod based much of their research. You also 
announced that the Defense Department was funding an effort to open a Conflict Records 
Research Center at the National Defense University. 

I strongly support your goal of making the records ofSaddam Hussein's regime 
available to the broad scholarly community for research and study. However, I am 
concerned by. the apparent slow pace of this valuable project. 1 note that the D~fense 
Department has yet to establish a Conflict Records Research Center in the 15 months that 
have passed since your announcement, nor docs the opening of such a center appear to be 
on the horh~on. 

I would therefore be grateful for a progress report on your efforts to establish a 
Conflict Records Research Center at the National Defense University, a timeline for its 
creation, as well as an estimate of the resources that the Defense Department will devote 
to the center over the long tenn. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter and your commitment to this worthy 
and important endeavor. 

<trely, . 
a;.~ I. Licbennan 

UNffED STATES SENATOR 

'A / 



PATTY MURRAY 
WASHINGTON 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense. The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitro ~tatrs ~matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610-4704 

June 4, 2009 

COIIIWrTTEES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 

BUDGET 

HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR 
. AND PENSIONS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

VETERANS' AFFAIRS 

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working on the 
Depar1ment of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, I ask that 
you; 

1. Reaffmn the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum 
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAF!s shall not enter into contracts or 
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencies, or instrumentalities for 
the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to the 
Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits·Wagner-0 'Day Act, or small business programs until a policy 
solution can be reached that encourages job creation; 

2. Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and, 
3. Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Meyers, principal Director, Military 

Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues. 

I support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to service 
members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on the 
employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly urge 
the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job 
creation through both the MWR and the AbilityOne Programs. This is a crucial step to incorporate the 
best thinking to resolve this issue, particuJarly when jobs for people with severe disabilities are so rare, 
reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic sector of our society. 

Thank you for your early consideration of this urgent request. If you have any questions on this issue, 
please contact Crystal Bridgeman at (202) 224-2621 in my office. 
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.. 
JIM WEBB 

VIRGINIA 

COMMIITEE ON 
ARMED SERVICES 

COMMITIEE ON 
FOREIGN RELATIONS 

COMMIITEE ON 
VETERANS' AFFAIRS 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4605 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

(202122~24 

JOINT ECONOMIC C::OMMIITEE June 11, 2009 

The Honorable William J. Lynn III 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
The Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Lynn, 

During your confirmation hearing in January, you agreed to review the Navy's 
proposal to homeport a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier in Mayport, Florida, as part of 
the Quadrennial Defense Review. I appreciate your making this commitment. My 
purpose in writing is to request that this review consider new information regarding the 
Department of the Navy's fiscal year 2010 budget request revealed by Admiral 
Roughead, the chief of naval operations, during a hearing last week before the Senate 
Committee on Anned Services. This input updates the comprehensive critical assessment 
of the Navy's plan that I forwarded to you and Under Secretary Flournoy in January. 

I was struck by the growing level of risk that Admiral Roughead identifies in 
several Navy warfighting and shore readiness areas. In his prepared statement, a copy of 
which I have enclosed for your information, he states: 

• The Navy is "stretched in our ability to meet additional operational demands." 
• The risk in the areas ofwarfighting, personnel, and force structure is 

"moderate today trending toward significant in the future." 
• "Future shore readiness ... is at risk." 
• The continued decrease in the number of strike-fighter tactical aircraft "will 

affect the capacity and effectiveness of our air wings." (One estimate places 
this shortfall at 125 aircraft by 2015. Other estimates range as high as 220 
aircraft in successive years.) 

I do not recall a starker assessment of the operational risks facing the Navy since 
then-CNO Admiral Thomas Hayward testified in 1979 that the Navy possessed a one
and-a-half-ocean Navy for a three-ocean requirement. 

Tl)e Navy has justified relocating an aircraft carrier to Mayport as "a hedge 
against a catastrophic event in Hampton Roads." Contrary to Admiral Roughead's 
assessment of the real risk facing the Navy at sea and ashore, however, the Navy has 
described the risk of a future catastrophic event in Hampton Roads as "small." 
Moreover, the Navy has stated, "No clear, credible threat distinguishes one homeport 
from the other." In short, a risk-based resource allocation methodology will document 
that the Navy's homeporting proposal for Mayport, Florida, is not a sound investment. 

IIIII DB Ill 



Regarding shore readiness, Admiral Roughead testified, '' ... Maintenance and 
recapitalization requirements have grown, and the cost of ownership for our shore 
infrastructure has increased. At current investment levels, our future shore readiness, 
particularly recapitalization of our facilities infrastructure, is at risk." 

The Navy documented the full dimension of this growing problem to my staff earlier 
this year. In January, the Navy acknowledged it has a $28 billion backlog in shore facility 
restoration and modernizatio~ocumented projects to repair or modernize taxiways, high
explosive magazines, hangar roofs, piers, waterfront-support buildings, galleys, and other 
facilities. 

In particular, the growing funding backlog for necessary sustainment, restoration, 
and modernization projects at the Navy's four naval shipyards is cause for alann in light 
of their work on nuclear-powered ships. Last November, the Navy said the backlog was 
$791 million. Last month, I was informed that the shortfall had grown to $1.3 billion, 
broken out as follows: 

• Puget Sound Naval Shipyard: $327.2 million 
• Norfolk Naval Shipyard: $450.6 million 
• Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard: $312.6 million 
• Portsmouth Naval Shipyard: $206.4 million 

At the same time that the Navy is not properly maintaining its existing shipyard 
infrastructure, workers from these yards are periodically rotated to Guam and Diego 
Garcia to conduct depot-level maintenance on forward-deployed ships. In Guam, this 
entails a high level of work on homeported nuclear;.powered attack submarines and a 
submarine tender. In Diego Garcia, shipyard fly-away teams perform similar work on 
nuclear-powered guided-missile submarines. Adequate shore facilities do not exist at 
either location. Unavoidably, the workers' efficiency in perfonning complex repairs and 
maintenance is degraded. 

These worrisome trends-a failure to sustain past investments in shore 
infrastructure or to address emergent requirements-should be reversed before the Navy 
builds redundant nuclear-support infrastructure in Mayport that will only be fully manned 
when a carrier is in port. Rather than investing in expensive new facilities in Mayport, 
which is contrary to the Navy's Shore Investment Strategy's goal of consolidating its 
shore footprint, the Navy should first remedy its current shore-installation backlog. 

There are more fiscally responsible and strategically sound options to sustain 
Naval Station Mayport as a viable Navy homeport on the East Coast. The assignment of 
new construction surface combatants or in-service amphibious force ships better suited to 
the operational requirements of the commander, U.S. Southern Command is a preferable 
and more affordable approach. 

Alternatively, funding could be applied for the construction of an additional 
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship (LHD). The required funding is estimated by 
industry to be $2.7 billion in constant-year 2010 dollars. This assumes repeating the 
LHD-8 design with funding for hull, mechanical, and electrical systems only. 



The Navy could fund roughly a third of the construction cost for a ninth LHD 
with the funding that will likely be required (up to $1 billion) for its carrier homeporting 
scheme in Mayport. This option has other attractive advantages. Namely, it will: 

• Help address today's shortfall in providing sufficient amphibious lift for the 
Marine Corps' two Marine Expeditionary Brigades. Admiral Roughead and 

. General Conway, the commandant of the Marine Corps, agree that 38 
amphibious warfare ships are needed for this mission. We will have 31 (not 
including two command ships) when LHD-8 is commissioned later this year; 

• Provide a more operationally relevant platform for the U.S. Southern. 
Command's area of geographic responsibility in the Central American region; 

• Be homeported closer to Morehead City, North Carolina, for embarkation of 
Marine units; and 

• Provide more opportunities for maintenance work to local ship-repair 
companies in Jacksonville than a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier. 

Speaking as both a member of the Senate Committee on Armed Services and a 
former secretary of the Navy, I remain convinced that there is no reasonable justification 
for the relocation of an aircraft carrier to Mayport when the Navy has identified growing 
readiness risks in its warfighting and shore-installation programs. · 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
ebb 
States Senator 

Enclosure: As stated 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon· 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

tlnitnt ~mtrs i)matt 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051Q-6025 
http://appropriations.senate.gov 

June 9, 2009 

At recent hearings before various Committees of Congress, Defense 
Department representatives have attested to the need for acquisition reform. 
It is clear from this testimony that competition is the single most effective 
means to infuse cost, schedule, quality, performance, and technology 
development discipline into the procurement process. 

For several years, Congress has supported the competitive 
procurement of the propulsion system for the Joint Strike Fighter aircraft. 
However, while we recognize that the Administration supports competition, 
the fiscal year 2010 defense budget maintains a sole source acquisition 
strategy for the JSF engine. 

Recent testimony from Defense Department witnesses asserted that 
the business case does not support a competitive procurement strategy for 
the JSF engine. The Department has provided estimates ranging from $2-5 
billion to establish a competitive source for annual procurements that will 
total nearly $100 billion for JSF engines over the life of the program. We 
are advised that the cost to maintain a sole source procurement may be three 
times that estimate. 

To inform our proceedings on your FY 2010 budget request, I would 
appreciate the Department's estimate of the comparative cost to procure 
engines from a sole source provider and from two sources. This analysis 
should include the cost to develop the current sole source engine as well as 
the cost to finance the announced upgrade of the engine to meet program 
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performance requirements. Please conclude the analysis with a comparison 
of the elements of expense and expected unit cost for sole source versus 
competitive procurement over the JSF production cycle. 

I would appreciate a response within 30 days following receipt of this 
letter. 

Sincerely, 

elK. Inouye 
Chairman j 
Committee Olf Appropriations 
Subcommitt¥ on Defense . 

- · · -·--
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitrd ~tatrs i'rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 2, 2009 

COMMimES: 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

RULES AND ADMINISTRATION 

As you are well aware, making certain that soldiers recently separated from the military are fully 
knowledgeable of the benefits due them as a veteran has been a difficult process. I applaud your efforts 
as Secretary of Defense to ease the transition and working with Secretary Shlnsekl at the Department of 
Veterans Affairs in this effort. To build on these ongoing efforts, I respectfully suggest a modification to 
the DO 214 form and ask that you consider adding a new contact, the email address, to the form as a 
way to increase communication to these new veterans. 

Earlier this year, I was visited by the New Mexico Secretary of the Department of Veterans 
Services who reported to me that nearly 60 percent of welcoming mail sent by the Department to new 
veterans in New Mexico, which makes them aware of their education, health, and home ownership 
benefits, is returned. Oftentimes the return is due to an incorrect mailing address, which is usually 
taken from the DO 214 and is the only manner in which the Department Is able to contact the veteran. 
The Secretary stated that by adding a requirement that the soldier falling out the DD 214 include an 
email address, it would make it easier, timelier, and more cost effective to reach the veteran with 
information he or she can use. 

I fully support this idea and I would ask that you look into having the DO 214 form altered to 
Include an email address. The vast majority of Americans use email daily, including our men and women 
serving in uniform abroad, and It only makes sense that we would try to continue to connect with them 
aft~r they have left the service by utilizing all forms of communication, including email. This would 
benefit not only the soldiers, but veterans departments and organizations across the country. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to hearing back from and 
continuing to work together to serve our soldiers and our veterans. 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E880 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 205HHl304 

June 9,2009 
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PHOENIX. AZ 115016 
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I was grateful for the opportunity to discuss with you the U.S. nuclear deterrent in the 
context of the Administration's arms control agenda during a recent meeting in Senator 
Lieberman's office. I appreciated hearing you say that you share my concerns about reducing 
our nuclear forces, i.ocluding our operationally deployed strategic nuclear warheads (ODSNW), 
before a modernization program is in place to address the neglect to both our nuclear weapons 
and the eomplex of infrastructure that supports them. I have further articulated my eoncems in a 
recent speech on the Senate floor, and I have enclosed a copy of those remarks for your 
consideration. 

I believe you made a critical point at the Carnegie Endowment last October when you 
cbaracterized the "long term prognosis" of our nuclear deterrent as "bleak." That assessment 
was one of the reasons I urged the Bush administration at about the same time to seek funding
even on an emergency basis- to begin the process of arresting the downward spiral and why I 
believe it is imperative that we move forward on a comprehensive modernization plan now. 

As you know, the President stated that he intends to seek bila.tel1U reductions with the 
Russians below the lower limit (2.200 to 1~700) of the Moscow Treaty of2002. Some in the 
press have reported that the Administration may·attempt to go to as low as 1,500 ODSNW, 
which would constitute an approximately 30 percent reduction in our deployed strategic nuclear 
foroes- a very significant reduction. I believe you noted in a recent interview that you begin to 
get nervous at this low level. 

Importantly, consideration of reductions of this magnitude would be occurring well 
before the Administration has completed the congressionally directed Nuclear Posture Review, 
Quadrennial Defense Review and Missile Defense Policy Review. Given the timing of these 
reviews and the impending expiration of the 1991 START agreement, there is the danger that ~e 
START process will inform the NPR as opposed to the NPR informing the START process, as 
Congress intended. This would be dangerous and wrong. 

My greatest concern, however, is that we are again talking about reductions to our 
nuclear forces before the U.S. begins, much Jess completes, a long overdue and desperately 
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needed modernization of our nuclear weapons stockpile and complex of support infrastructure. 
The FYI 0 budget compounds what I believe is a pattern of neglect of the U.S. nuclear ente:Iprise. 
and even accelerates it in the five year projections. Though this is chiefly a Department of 
Energy/NNSA budget issue, the strategic military requirements are appropriately set by the 
Department of Defense. Based on your comments, I know you are well aware of: and troubled 
by, the outcomes that have been produced by this system of organization. 

For almost two decades, administrations and Congress have underfunded the requests 
from the weapons labs {e.g., Los Alamos and Sandia) and the weapons facilities (e.g., Pantex and 
Y-12). Neither branch of government has taken seriously .the significant problems affecting the 
U.S. nuclear enterprise. 

The best illustration of this failure is seen in the case of the Reliable Replacement 
Wamead (RRW) program. Two House members who served on an appropriations subcommittee 
with no real national security role were pennitted to reject the request for the RRW without 
serious explanation or justification, and Congress accepted their rejection. 

So, how do we implement a plan for modernization along the same timeline as the 
START negotiations? 

The first option would be to seek a reprogramming ofFY09 appropriated funds by 
submitting a request to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees and to the Energy and 
Water Subcommittees of the House and Senate Appropriations Committees. If any one of those 
committees disagreed, the reprogramming request would die. In fact, unless the Chairmen and 
Ranking Members of all four of those committees agree, the reprogramming request would die. 

One clear problem would em.erg~ with the Appropriations Committees, which would 
likely have to absorb a significant share of a reprogramming request - one that might affect their 
progJ:amS on the nuclear weapons enterprise, but would also likely impact their water 
inftastructure, energy development, or nonproliferation programs. 

Second, a request for supplemental appropriations could also be submitted at the same 
time as the treaty documents. This option would require a formal vetting of the request by both 
the House and Senate, beginning with the Appropriations Committees. which could be 
undertaken, with significant Administration commitment, while the Senate is considering the 
possible ratification of the expected START follow-on treaty. 

Another option would be for the Office Management and Budget to submit an 
amendment to the FYtO budget request. M. of this writing, the House and Senate Armed . 
Services Committees and the House - and shortly the Senate - Appropriations Committees have 
begmt to mark up their annual authorization and appropriations bills, meaning this would be an 
uphill climb. 

Lastly, there is the FYll budget As you know, the President ordinarily submits his 
budget in February. Consequently, START would be expected to precede by several months an 
official modernization request. Even then, its fate in Congress is uncertain. 
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Because ofthesethning i~ I urge you to make clear, in detail, what you believe must 
be included in a modernization program. One place to start would be the package of 
supplemental appropriations and reprogramming requests developed by the Departments of 
Energy and Defense last~ at the instruction of Vice President Cheney. I understood you were 
in support of this concept cluring meetings on Capitol Hill and in the interagency review process. 
Since this was never d.esiglled to be a comprehensive m.odemization plan, it is only a starting 
point. 

I Wlderstand it is unusual for the head of one federal department to go into detail about 
how the programs in another federal department should be funded in the federal budget. I would 
only note that the nuclear weapons enteiprise is one of the few programs, if not the only program 
that crosses so many executive 3nd legislative lines of authority. This could even take the form 
of a public statement from you and Secretary Chu detailing exactly what is needed to modernize 
our strategic and tactical warheads and the complex of support infrastruc1ure. Such an action 
would be most helpful to those in Congress and the Administration who Hie willing to work to 
promote the safety, security, reliability and credibility of the U.S. nuclear deterrent. 

As we discussed in our recent meeting in Senator Lieberman's office, the Perry
Schlesinger Commission bas identified correctly the problems confronting the U.S. nuclear 
deterrent and what we need to do about it. Following its recommendations, I hope we can work 
together to ensure this basic building block of U.S. national security is given the attention aod 
resources it needs. 

Finally, I understand that the last Administration prepared, but never rei~ an 
unclassified version of the 2001 Nuclear Posture Review. I urge you to make it a priority to have 
the Pentagon release this document. I believe that doing so would serve a valuable purpose of 
making sure members of the public, their representatives in Congress, and the allied and friendly 
oations that rely on our nuclear deterrent are fully informed about America's strategy for 
providing ·deterrence and assurance over the coming years. 

Thank you for yout concern about these matters. 

Sincerely, 

~~· 
JONKYL 
United States Senator 
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Honorable Robert M. Oates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentason 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Sccrctary: 

To:97035718951 . 

tlnittd ~tatts ~matt 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6060 

June 11, 2009 

On December 19t 2008, I sent you a letter cxpres!ing eonccm about a Washington Post 
anicle reporting that the Anny was seeking bids for an Amerlc:an firm "to manage oversight of 
private security companies ht Afghanistan." 

In your February 17. 2009 .aponse, you.statcd that the solicitation at issue was for a 
contract to provide administrative support to Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Enduring 
Freedom's (CJTF-101) Anned Contractor Oversight Directomtc (ACOD), which oversees private 
security contractors (PSC) in Afghauistan. Your letter also said that the ACOD '·'has four Field 
Grade Officers assigned. i.ocludi.ns an 0-6 director. Contractor penoDDCl will have no direct 
input into daily operations. forec protection. or (:ombll operations. Only government personnel 
will perform ovnght duties with respect to private security contractors." 

Earlier tbis week. the Commission on Wartime Contracting issued an interim report to 
Congress on contingency contracting in Iraq and Afghanistan. I was troubled to read in that 
report that. since it was established,. the ACOD in Afabanistan "has primarily been~ by 
contractor personnel &om Aegis., The rcpott said that CJTF-1 01 submkted m expedited request 
for four field grade officers for the ACOD, but 1bat ·"as of mi~May the request had yet to be 
approved and there were no senior U.S. military officials assianed full-time to the diRctorate." 
The Commission concluded that. without those military officers in place at the ACOD, "Aegis is 
in a role of significant omc;aJ responsibility in reviewing activities of otber private security 
contractors." 

Please advise me u to: 

1. The number and rank of military officers currently assigned to the ACOD in 
Afghanistan and lhe datca ·of their assignments. 
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2. The currenl responsibilities of Aegis personnel as they relate to the oversi&ht ofPSC 
activities, including their role in investigating escalation of force incidentS in\iolvina 
contractors. 

I share the view articulated in your Februaty 17. 2009lettcr thal the Department must 
continually demonstrate that the usc of contractors on the battlefield is governed by proper 
pOlicies, practices, and ov~Jht, It is my hope that our cffons in Afghanistan meet that 
standard. Thank you for your prompt attention to thi11 matter. 

cc: Senator John McCain 
Ranking Member 

Carl Levin 
Chainnan 

P.3"3 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
t 400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Lynn: 

tinitro ~tatrs i'matt 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

June 12,2009 

COMMITTEES: 

ARMED SERVICES 

COMMERCE, SOENC£ AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
AND GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 

AD HOC SUBCOMMITIEE ON 
CONTRACTING OVERSIGHT 

In light of new information received by my office and my continued disagreement \l.o ith a BRAC related 
detennination by the Department of Defense, I ask for your review of the impending relocation of the 
Technology Services Organization (TSO) in Kansas City, Missouri to Indianapolis, Indiana. In particular, I 
ask that you review whether DoD officials implementing the move are circumventing law and regulation by 
understating rental costs and space requirements related to the move. Further, I urge a fresh revie~ of the 
Department's determination that the TSO is a related activity to the Defense Finance and Accounting Service 
(DFAS)- Kansas City. Under BRAC 2005, OF AS-Kansas City was required to realign to Indianapolis. Since 
that time, the Department has inappropriately sought to move the TSO to Indianapolis on the erroneous basis 
that the TSO is a related activity to DFAS. 

As stated in a November 2008 letter signed by myself, Senator Bond, and Congressmen Skelton, 
Graves and Cleaver, it is inappropriate for the TSO function in Kansas City to be realigned away from the city 
pursuant to the BRAC 2005 process. This conclusion is buttressed by findings of the Director, DFAS and the 
Headquarters, United States Marine Corps, both of whom concluded thai the TSO had been realigned from 
OF AS-Kansas City function prior to the BRAC determinations and thus constituted both a separate and 
unrelated activity from DFAS at the time of passage of the BRAC law. Corroborating this finding is the fact 
that the Department did not budget for the relocation of the TSO, a move with estimated costs approaching 
$200M. There is also no federal space planned for or allocated to the TSO in Indianapolis. 

I have also been informed that the Department has requested approximately 76,000 square feet of 
rental space in Indianapolis for the TSO. This represents Jess than half the space the TSO currently occupies in 
Kansas City. It has been alleged that this under-requesting of office space has ,th~ pUfP,OSe of circumventing 
expanded Congressiotlal review of the lea..<>e. Further, i_t has been alleged that at some point in th~ ·future . 
Department offiCials will seek to acquire an additional-120,000 square feet of space to house the remainder of 
the govenunent and contract personnel,that currently occupy space in GSA facilities in Kansas City. Such an 
action, if accurate, appears dubious and may he' unnecessarily expensive and inefficient. More importantly, it 
may represent an impermissible splitting of procurements for the purpose of circumventing the .. prospectus 
level" Congressional approval process. I seek your review of these allegations and would like a detailed 
explanation of how the Department is acquiring space for the TSO in Indianapolis, as well as how it is 
compliant with law and regulation. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to hearing back from you. 
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The Honorable William J. Lynn In 
Deputy Secretary of Defense 
1010 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1010 

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn, 

June 22, 2009 

As you know, over the past year I have closely followed the Pentagon's multiple 
investigations into the electrocutions of U.S. soldiers while serving in Iraq. My interest 
in this issue was sparked by the comage and perseverance of a constituent of mine, 

<b><G> who lost her son, Staff Sergeant Ryan Maseth, on January 2, 2008 when 
he was electrocuted while taking a shower at the Radwaniyah Palace Complex in Iraq. 

(b)(G) bas been driven by an unyielding pursuit of the truth about her son's death. Since 
Ryan died at the beginning of2008, she has received three separate accounts of her son's 
death, each successive account changing in key details. The U.S. Army Criminal 
Investigative Division (CID) and the Department of Defense Inspector General both have 
ongoing investigations into the circumstances of Ryan's death. In addition. Ryan's 
family has filed a civil lawsuit against KBR, Inc. 

The U.S. Army CID closed an initial investigation into Ryan's death on June 11,2008, 
without filing any charges. However, it reopened the investi~on on August 29, 2008. 
On December 16, 2008 a U.S. Anny CID investigator emailed (b)(G) to convey the news 
that the CID" s official classification of Ryan's death had been changed from accidental. 
homicide to negligent homicide. 



Since that exchange (b)(S) has been told repeatedly that her son's case would be closed 
soon. In exc ge with General Rodney Johnson, the CID Commanding 
General (b)(S) was told e ul on June 8, 2009. On this day, she 
received a phone call from (b)(S) aCID Gro~p Commander in Atlanta. He 
informed her that the investigation 1s complete but that the Judge Advocates General are 
still reviewing the investigation for thoroughness, a claim that has been made to her 
before. · 

(b)(S) was also informed that her efforts to reach out for additional infonnation were 
slowing down the process because Arm investigators would have to stop and respond to 
those ~uests. Finally, (b (S) ld.her that he could not provide a timeline for 
the release of final findings for this investigation. <t>l<6l is concerned that her family's 
ongoing lawsuit against KBR may be influencing the lack of Pentagon communications 
with her on the status of Ryan's investigation. 

~~un~lowing justice to fully work without undue 
baste. But I am concerned now believes that the U.S. Army and the 
P on as a whole are ignoring her legitimate concerns and requestS for infonnation. 
(b)(S) bas been a dogged advocate for all soldiers Serving in Iraq and Afghanistan, to 
ensure that no other mother be forced to endure what she has over the past eighteen 
months. 

During our phone conversation in March, you agreed 1o provide me updates and 
milestones in multiple Department of Defense investigations. I also asked to receive a 
timeline for completion of these various ongoing DOD investigations. Finally, I insisted 
that the Pentagon adopt complete transparency and forthrightness with the families· of 
those fallen by electrocutions. These mothers and fathers, husbands and wives are 
entitled to receive continuOus updates and full inclusion in the investigative process as it 
unfolds. They deserve nothing less. 

Accordingly, I now request that you provide a response on the status of Staff Sergeant 
Ryan Maseth's case, both in the context of the U.S. Army CID investigation and DOD 
Inspector General investigation, and the expected timelines for their conclusion. Ryan 
Maseth was tragically killed almost 18 months ago, and the investigations have dragged 
on for almost that entire · od of time. We as a nation owe his family an answer on 
what happened. (b)(e able dedication bas inspired me to remain 
involved on this issue to demand justice and accountability for all of the families who 
have lost loved ones to electrocutions in Iraq. · 

I look forward to bearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

t1M- u~.~· 
Robert P. Casey, Jr. : . 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
Department of Defense 
Washington DC 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ii.nitnt £'tatts ~matr 
COMMilTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6225 

June 5, 2009 

Last week I traveled to Russia to celebrate the opening of the Chemical Weapons Destruction Facility at 
Shcbuchye in the Kurgan Oblast. The facility was constructed by the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative Threat 
Reduction Program to eliminate the threats posed by a stockpile of nearly 2 million chemical weapons stored 

there. The munitions were considered a severe threat given their lethality and portability. In 1999, a Russian 
major at the facility took my picture holding a briefcase containing a single 85mm shell of VX nerve gas. The 
gas in the shell would have been enough to kill tens of thousands of Americans. 

The ceremony symbolized U.S.-Russian nonproliferation cooperation and the success we have achieved 
in responding to common threats. The facility is testament to the progress possible in areas essential to our 
common interests. I am hopeful that it represents an encouraging sign for future nonproliferation endeavors and 
progress on finding agreement to extend the START Treaty and other arms control endeavors. 

I have assembled a few papers and articles which provide a good summary of the project and its place in 
our overall effort to destroy weapons of mass destruction through the Nunn-Lugar and related programs. 

If the Administration is to succeed in reaching the nonproliferation goals President Obama set in his 
speech at Prague, Nunn-Lugar must be expanded geographically, updated in fonn and function and supported as 
an active tool of foreign policy. The program must be less cumbersome and bureaucratic and more agile, 
flexible, and responsive to ensure timely contributions across a larger nwnber of countries. I look forward to 
working with you as we move forward in these important areas. 

RGL/kmk 

Sincerely, 

.Richard G. Lugar 
. Ranking Member 

Cc: The Honorable William). Lynn, Deputy Secretary of Defense 



KENT CONRAD 
NORTH DAKOTA 

website: http://conrad.senate.gov 

COMMITTEES: 

BUDGET. CHAIRMAN 

AGRICULTURE. NUTRITION. AND FORESTRY 

FINANCE 

INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Dr. Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingto~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

llnttro ~tatrs i)matt 

June 17,2009 

1-800-223-4457 

530 HART SEN•HE OFFICE BUilDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 205lD-J403 

(2021 224-2043 

220 EAsT RosSER AVENUE, RooM 228 
IIISMARC<, NO 58501-31166 

(701125&-448 

657 2ND AVENUE NoRTH, ROOM 306 
FARGO, NO 58102-4727 

(7011 23H!030 

102 NORTH 4TH STRUT, SUITI104 
GRAND fORKS, NO 58203-3738 

1701 I 77!>-9601 

100 1ST STREET, S.W., RooM 105 
MINOT, ND 58701-3846 

(701 I 852-<J703 

As the Nuclear Posture Review process gears up and begins to inform negotiations for a new 
arms control treaty, I wanted to raise several points regarding our strategic nuclear deterrent 
force. 

First, you should know that I share the President's view that we need to increase our attention to 
arms control and cooperative threat reduction efforts. However, I also believe that we must 
make absolutely certain that we do not make any destabilizing choices as we move down that 
road. As the Strategic Posture Commission noted, preserving the nuclear triad becomes 
increasingly important as our nuclear force is reduced. Given that~ we must be certain that any 
force reductions do not threaten the balance or long-term vitality of the triad. 

For maximum flexibility and to preserve the option ofrecallability~ we must maintain both the B-
52 and the B-2 as dual-missio~ nuclear-capable weapons systems and invest in a next-generation 
cruise missile. Major General Donald Alsto~ the Air Force's point person on all things nuclear, 
puts it very well when he points out that the bomber force "speaks with exquisite diction" in a 
crisis environment. The very fact that B-52 deployments and operational flights are so visible 
allows the President the flexibility to send precise messages to potential adversaries in times of 
tension. 

For maximum stability and responsiveness, we also must preserve the ICBM force at 450 
missiles, preferably downloaded to a single warhead each. As General Larry Welch and others 
have argued, our land-based nuclear force is the most stabilizing portion of om nuclear arsenal, 
and it becomes even more so as total warhead numbers shrink. The dispersion and low warhead 
loading of the ICBM force make a successful disarming attack nearly impossible. That deters 
attack from near-peer competitors and dissuades future adversaries from building their nuclear 
forces. It also eliminates the pressure to maintain a launch-on-warning posture. 

You have rightfully made restoring discipline and confidence in nuclear surety a top priority. I 
fear that cutting the ICBM force below 450 missiles would undermine that goal by making it 
difficult to recruit and retain talented nuclear personnel, a top priority for the Air Force as it 
works to prevent future mishaps. 
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Considering that ICBMs can be downloaded to a single warhead and that the Russian force is 
disproportionately land based, maintaining 450 missiles should not impossible to do, even under 
relatively strict treaty obligations. Furthermore, given your commitment to keep defense costs 
under control, I want to note that ICBMs come in at about one-third to one-fifth the annual 
operating cost of the submarine-launched leg of the 1riad. What's more, ICBM costs will be 
stable for many years to come, while an extremely expensive replacement program for the Ohio
class submarine is just about to begin. 

As you and the President work to reduce our nuclear force to the smallest size possible consistent 
with security needs, I feel very strongly that we must ensure that we do not take any steps that 
would threaten the future of the triad or reduce overall stability. I appreciate you taking these 
issues under careful consideration and would be grateful if you could keep me informed of the 
Department and the Administration's continued deliberations on these matters. 

cc: Gen James Jones (USMC, ret.) 

it(~) 
KENT CONRAD 
United States Senate 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
SecJCtary, Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Wasbington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20610-7012 

June 24, 2009 

MAJORITY LEADER 

I write today to brlDg to your attention again a transmission corridor in Nevada proposed 
by the Department of Defense that eould potentially benefit nearby renewable energy projects, as 
\veil as the local community, and possibly decrease the Department's costs of adding new 
transmission capacity • . I request that the DOD consider taking 1his opportuDity to utilize the 
proposed Military Powerline. Corridor on the eas1em side of the Nellis Test and Training Range 

. for the desired Military pmposes as wen as to facilitate the development of renewable energy 
resoUJCeS. 

The DOD has asked the LincoJn County Power District for 10 MW of new ser.vice, which 
would require the current transmission to be upgraded with a I -circuit 138 kV line. This upgrade 
would be adequate to serve only Defense pwposes. However, further expanding the capacity of 

. the liJle, at the cost of the non-military users, could benefit the Military, help the local power 
district with its long term planning. and facilitate the development ofhundreds -potentially 
thousands- of megawatts of clean solar energy. 

To serve demand in southern Nevada and California, any renewable energy project will 
require access to adequate transmission capacity .to deliver power to the market. By cooperating 
with the local stakeholders, DOD's proposed corridor could be utilized for both military and 
non-military energy transmission capacity, thereby enjoying both cost benefits and 
environmental benefits from avoiding the almost certain need to build additional structures in the 
future to serve the same general area. 

I strongly urge that the advantages to the local community and other potential consumers 
of clean energy from nearby projects be carefully considered in making your decision, which I 
hope will come soon. 

I greatly appreciate your attention to this matter. If I can be of any assistance, please do 
not hesitate to contact me, or have your staff contact Bob Herbert, Chris Miller or Alex 
McDonough of my staff at (202) 224-3542. 

i 
J 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretaty 
Depa.rtmem of Defense 
1300 Defense Pentagon 
Washin&t~ DC 20301-1300 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

WASHINGTON. DC 20~lo-3703 

June 22, 2009 

SEJ.!Cf CtMo!IT'JB:: ON WTULiaDG 
COMMITI'!! ON fiNANCf. 

I am writing you to express serious concem over the Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 
facilities at Joint Bue Balad. Iraq. While these resources are designed to allow service members 
to communicate with their familles, my constituents stationed at the base routinely experience 
difficulti~. 

According to their accounts. the U.S. tax payer-fUnded resouroes and computers are occupied for 
len(llhy periods of time by noi1-Dlilitarypersonnel. The presence ofthese individuals 
monopoli%ins these limited resources resultlll in llloldicrs avoiding the computer stations 
altogether. 

With the pendina activation of the 4t• Brigade Combat Team, Oregon is facing its largest 
deployment since World War II. I am extremely concemecl at tho obstacles our soldiers face in 
stayin.J in colltacl with their families on lengthy deployments far from home, in Balad and 
thmughom tbe reaion. To impede commUD!cation betWeen aervice members and families is an 
injustice to thoae who serve and also negatively affects morale. I urae you to ensure that MWR 
facilities are used for their intended pmposes and lhat our brave men and womon ue able to 
communicate with their families. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request and your concem for the health of the brave 
men l!ld women that serve our country. I look forward to working with you to resolve tbis 
matter in the future. 

Sincclely. · 

~~ 
RonWyden 
United States Senator 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

itnittd ~tatts ~rnatr 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6025 
llttp:lfapproprlations.senate.gov 

June 26, 2009 

Last May after discussing this matter with you, I forwarded a request 
for the Defense Department to evaluate the cost of proceeding with a 
competitive split buy on the tanker program. Yesterday I received a 
response from Undersecretary of Defense, Acquisition, Technology, and 
Logistics, Mr. Ashton Carter, which failed to respond to the fundamental 
question posed in iny inquiry. 

Secretary Carter's response indicated that the Defense Department is 
unable to assess a competitive split buy in which the Air Force would 
compete the award of tankers annually. While this dual source approach has 
been used successfully in the past by the Defense Department in the 
acquisition of many systems in which there are two competing 
manufacturers, the response in this case has been that DoD is unable to. 
evaluate this proposal. 

This response is completely unacceptable to me as it should be to you. 
If the Defense Department is unable to evaluate the cost and/or benefit of 
this approach then how can you or the Congress be confident that the award 
to one manufacturer represents the best value to the taxpayer? 



The Honorable Robert Gates 
June 26, 2009 
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I remain concerned that the current plan by the Defense Department 
will purchase tankers too slowly. Under this plan the nation will be relying 
on tankers that are more than 50 years old for far too long. Moreover, 
recognizing the past failures of the current acquisition strategy many believe 
that continuing down this path sets us on a course of a near guamntee of 
litigation and continued delay. You and I agree that it is critical that we get 
on with the tanker replacement program. 

Mr. Secretary, I am not convinced that the current acquisition strategy 
is the best one. Nor am I convinced that an annual competition will generate 
sufficient savings to merit its selection. However, if the Department is 
unable to provide a useful cost comparison I am not sure how any of us can 
be sure we are on the right track. 

(iliky, 
Daniel K. I 
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SOUTII CAROLINA 

CHAIRMAN 
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WASHINGTON, DC 20510 
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(202) 22~121 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

June 17, 2009 

COMMrrTEES: 

BANKING, HOUSING, ANO 
URBAN AFFAIRS 

COMMERCE, SCIENCE ANO 
TRANSPORTATION 

FOREIGN RELATIONS 

JOINT ECONOMIC 

Tllank you for your continued service to our country and your tireless support to national 
defense during this time of war. I share your desire to make certain that our troops are equipped 
with protective gear that provides whatever margins of safety possible. 

I am writing to request infonnation involving your annual review of the Sections 807 and 
829 Exceptions to the Berry Amendment with regards to para-amarid fibers and fire resistant 
rayon fibers. Specifically I am looking for the rationale and underlying data that the DOD used 
to determine that domestic manufacturers could not produce these materials at a competitive cost 
compared to foreign sources. 

Further, has the department ever issued a determination or finding that the domestic 
market lacks sufficient products that could perform the functions desired by DOD or that a lack 
of competition from alternative domestic products exists in the domestic market such that DOD 
is disadvantaged through adherence to the Berry Amendment? 

I appreciate you and your staff for looking into this issue for me and I look forward to 
continued work towards national defense and taking care of our troops. 

Sincerely, 

CHARLESTON GRI\F.NVILLE COLUMBIA 
112 CUSTOM HOUSE 

200 EAST BAY STREET 
CHARLESTON, SC 29401 

(843) 727-4525 

105 NORTH SPRINO STREI.'.T 
SUITE 109 

GREENVILLE, SC 29601 
(864) 233--5366 

1901 MAIN STREET 
Sum; 1-475 

C'.<lLUMHJA, SC 29201 
(803) 771--6112 
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The Hon~le Barack H. Obama 
President 
I 600 Pennsylvanla Avenue, NW 
Washington D.C. 20500 

Dear Mt. President: 

WA$HJNGTON,.DC· 20510 

June 29, 2009 

We !U'e writing in regard to your upcomil)g visit to the Russian Federation and your meeting with 
President Medvedev. 

As you aucm.,. to set a new tone with the R~illlS. we believe there are issues of common 
interest. but we also believe it is crucial that you vigorously defend the values that have been the 
~:omerstone of f:rce markets and free societies. At a minimum, below are three key issues we 
believe you must raise. 

First, with the coming eKpiration ofthe Strateaic Anns Reduction Treaty, there is little time to 
complete negotiations. However, the Unhed States must not concede key issues in exchange for 
expediency. One specific poinfis the iinkage Russian leaders have made between the United 
States abandoning mi,ssile defense and reducing nuclear weapons. 

There should be no quid pro quo between deploying defensive ·capabilities like missile defense 
and the reduction of offensive nuclear weapons either in .a treaty or through separate agreements. 
This is essential to our cloSe C7..ech and Polish allies and a key factor in the placement of the 
.. third site," 

Second.. during her confirmation process before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
Secretary Clinton said that the United States "cannot accept the notion that Russia has a special 
say over the future of its independent neighbors." Whether it is Georgia, Ukraine, Estonia,. or 
other neighbors, Russia aggressively exerts a "special say" ovedts neighbors. However, 
undermining UN peacekeeping operations or the European Union•s Monitoring Mission in 
Georgia. waging ewnomic warfare with energy during the winter. and conducting cyberattacks 
are not the actions Qfa proud and constructive nation. 

It is important President Medvedev· understands that the United States strongly .supports the 
independence and self detennination of all the former Soviet Republics. As a Senator, you 
cosponso~ a number of resolutions on the ·ascension of Ukrain~ and ·Georgia into NATO, and 
we hope you will specifically reaffirm this support with President Medvedev. 

Finally, as you know, the interests of the Rus.sian people and the Rilssian elites are not always 
the same. It is important that you seriously add~ss issues like·corruption and the rule of law, 

II 



and also take. time'to visit with members of the opposition and civil society. especiaUy those 
leaders who are. not closely associated. with the Kremlin. 

There are many tough, but important issues in the relationship between the United States and 
Russia. It is -imperative that the words you deliver in Moscow are well received in the capitals of 
our close friends .and allies in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. 

We wish you the best ofluck on your upcoming trip, and look forward to working together to 
ensure success in U .S.-Russia relations upon your return. 

Sincerely, 

CC: The Honorablt: HiJary R. Clinton 
Secretary of State 

The HonOrable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 

1onKyl 
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The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500-0005 

Dear Mr. President: 

July2, 2009 

I ar:n writing to :repon on· my trip these past few days to Warsaw, Poland, where I met with senior 
aovcmment officials, parliamentni8ns, and :representatives of non-governmental organizations, 
as well as oftieials from the U.S. Department of State assigned to Poland and servicemembers 
frolll the U.S. Depart~nentofDefense assigned to the European Command (EUCOM}. The 
impetus of the trip was missile defense qainst 1he potential threat from Iran and the role of the 
Uni1Cd States, Russia, and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) with regard to missile 
def~. · 

I understand that you will be in Moscow on July 6-8, 2009, to meet with Russian President 
Dmitty Medvedev and that your talks will focus on working toward an agreement to replace the 
1991 Strate&ic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) before it expires on DecemberS. Both the 
Russian President and Prime Minister have linked the relationship between offensive and 
defensive weapons, suggesting interrelated negotiations with respect to START and missile 
defense. 

The Polish officials with whom I spoke repeatedly expressed concerns to. me that the European 
site for missile defense, ten interceptors in Poland and an X-band radar in the Czech Republic, 
would be abandoned in bilateral negotiations with t:M Russians. As you have noted. the planned 
European missile defense system is limited in scope to defend the United States and olD' allies 
against the rising and continuing threat posed by Iran, and poses no threat to Russia's strategic 
missiles. 

In a.<ldition, these Polish officials consistently impressed upon me their desire to be treated as full 
partners and equals by the United States and NATO. They stated that agreeing to the proposed 
placement of missile interceptors in Poland was a weighty decision and that they ultimately 
would agree to the placement in o.-der to be an active partner in providing for the security of the 
U.S. and Europe. They further discussed the matter of the deployment of a Patriot battety in 
Poland, noting that their undc:manding was that the Patriot would be an operational battery and 
not just a training battery. With reg~d to the Patriot) it is my belief the Poles would be amenable 
to b~ving a Patriot in any form from the onset of deployment, but would also seek to -after 
training- having multiple operational batteries on their soil. These officials were clear that they 
would welcome the presence of U.S. troops in Poland, regardless of form. 
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Finally, the Poles impressed upon me the importance of the United States fulfilling what they 
believe to be our nation's prior commitments to their country. Should the U.S. fail to foUow 
through on what they believe to be America's commitments, it will cut against our standing as a 
faithful and reliable ally. Although the details of the European site are under review, it i~ my 
belief that whatever determination is ultimately made as to the best strategic defense system, the 
United States should engage the Poles and Czechs regarding such decisions. 

In closma, Mr. President, I am optimistic that through your leadership, .the multilateral 
negotiations regarding the European missile defense system will move forward. It is my belief 
that an effective missile defense system in Europe could unite the United States, our NATO 
allies, and Russia in cooperative strategic defense against threats from rogue nations. 

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss any of these matters with you. I wish you a safe 
joumey and look forward to what I know will be positive negotiations for the United States and 
our allies. 

Sincerely, 

EBN:ajp 

cc: The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton, Secretary of State 
The Honorable Robert M. Gates. Secretary of Defense 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

tinitnt ~tatrs ~matt 
SELECT COMMITJ'EE ON INTELLIGENCE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20611H1476 

July 6, 2009 

SSCii 2009-2703 

As Chairman of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, I was 
concerned to read the enclosed op-ed by defense attorney Barry Wingard in the 
Washington Post ("No Justice Today at Guantanamo," July 1, 2009). I request 
that you look into the allegations of how detainees are treated by prison guards at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. 

Mr. Wingard, who represents Kuwaiti detainee Fayiz Mohammed Ahmed al
Kandari, alleges that military guards have created an "Immediate Reaction Force" 
to punish even minor infractions by conducting unnecessary "bruising cell 
extractions." He also writes that slurs and "petty persecutions" by guards are on 
the rise since President Obama pledged to close the prison. Furthermore, Mr. 
Wingard says his client has told him that guards who have typically shown respect 
for the prisoners have been warned to stop their interactions with detainees. On the 
other hand, according to Mr. Kandari, a few guards who have been more 
aggressive toward the prisoners have been promising detainees "a farewell to 
remember." 

Given the history of abuse of detainees at Guantanamo in the past, the 
allegations raised by Mr. Wingard are especially concerning. I ask that you 
investigate these claims and provide the Intelligence Committee with your findings 
before August 7, 2009. Thank you very much for your attention to this matter. nly, 

'l ~ 
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The I Jonorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washini{on. DC 20301 

Dear Secn:tacy Gates~ 

COMMITT-eE ON 
HOMELAND St:;CURITY ANO GOVERNMENTAL AFFAI.RS 

W.ASHLNGTON, DC 205,0-6250 

July 14,2009 

The S\1bcommittee on federal Financial Management, Government Information, Federal 
Servic~:s. and International Securit)' ("lh~ Subcommittee") ofthe St.-nate Commiuee on 
Homeland Security and Oov~rnmental Affrurs is invcstisating how me Depamnent of Defense 
(DoD) awards consre~sionally din..-ct.cd eanna.rks.. and the value of the rtsulting project~. In 
funhentnc~ ofthe Subcommittee's investigation. no later than July 31.2009. please have DoD 
provide the infomunion requ<:stcd in Anaclunent A for the FY2008 Department ofDdensc 
Appropriations Act eannarks identified jn Anachmcnt B. 

Ill 002/012 

Upon l!omplction of the document production. DuD should submit a written certification. signed 
by thl! appropriate ofticc:r. stating that: ( 1) a diligent search has been completed of all dot.-umcnts 
in DoD's possession. custody. or control which reasonably could contain responsive documents; 
and (2) all documents located during the search that are responsive have been produced or 
identiticd in a privilege log. 

lfyou have any questions, pl~ let U¥ know or have your staff immediately call both Vdvet 
Johnson of the majority staff' at (202) 224-6579 and Rrya.n Parker of the minority staff at (202) . 
224-8265. 

::iinc~rely, 

Thumas Carp¢r 
Chainn3n 

JohnS. McCain 
Runking M~mb...-r 

II II 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

tinitro ~tatts ~met£ 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051D-6025 . 
http://eppropriations.sanate.gov 

July 15, 2009 

I am concerned about the ability of the Air National Guard (ANG) to perform its critical 
_domestic Incident Awareness and Assessment (IAA)IIntelligence, Surveillance and · : 
Reconnaissan~e .(ISR) mission as a result of the transfer of six of its eleven ANO RC-26 
aircraft ~o support Overseas Contingc;ncy Operations: These transfers; ~ombined with 
routine maintenance and upgrade requirements, have redm;:ed the number of available 
aircraft in the continental United States to as few.~s·.one·operational aircraft at tim.es. 
Additionally, the high operations tempo of overseas deployments has adversely affected 
c,.-ew availability . 
. ~. 1 . . . '_. : 

It is:pistressing to learn that the c~pacity of the _ANG to support its law enforcement, 
counter narcotic~. weap.ons of·mass destruction response;;:search ·and rescue, J,order and 
maritime security and National Security Special .Events missions has been degraded, in 
some cases by ~ much. as _ninety4 _five percent; d.ue to~-~ese tr~uisfers~ :'fh:ese missions are· . 
no less,impo~nt rothe conJinuin~ safety and.well'beihg· of the t:r.S. p~pubition than are 
the overseas military Piissions to ~efeat terrort$t ihteaisi: ·. · ·· · 

' . • ...• ' ~··; ·• ·:··~ •• , .:. ~: ~~-. :./:_:~ !<i-".,·_--:~ .•. '. 

I~ understand that the transfer.- of the. ANG. aircraft has been·classified as an enduring 
r~uirement in support ofthe·battlefieldiAAIISR mission: .This suggests that the· 
population of the United States will remain at risk until the ANG IAAIISR capability is 
wstored. 

:·-·-··.· 

In order to address this vulnerability, I am requesting that your office, in consultation with 
the Office of the Secretary of the Department of.Homeland Security, d.~velop a formal 
plan to restore the aircraft.and eq1:1ipment necessary to fully meet the Air National 
Guard's domestic IAA/ISR mission. This program plan.-w:hen executed, shou,ld:enable · 
support to a wide range of domestic missions and this capa]?ility should remain available 
for the numerous missions defined in the Air Force Irregular Warfare CONOPS and other 
manned IAAIISR taskings in the event of an unforeseen emergency. 
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Until this need is met, I remain concerned that in supporting the transfers, you have 
removed assets vital to our domestic security. I hope that you will share in my concern 
and act promptly to address this situation. 

With kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

RCB:mgm 

CC: The Honorable Janet Napolitano, Secretary of Homeland Security 
U.S. Department ofHomeland Security 
Washington, DC 20528 

' 


