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I wnte on behalf of~r"'~~-...o..:.:...;..:;..;~;.:.. . ...:. . ..Jl a resident of Indiana's First Congressional 

District. 

~(lm6) ; ill has contacted me to express her concerns regarding Department of 
Defense (DOD) contracts for anti-rocket propelled grenade technology. Specifically, she is upset 
that Israel currently possesses the technology, and that the DOD has blocked the testing and 
contracting of that system. Further, she is concerned that the DOD is instead opting to develop 
their own technology from scratch, which will not be completed until 2011. I would appreciate 
your addressing her concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your serious consideration of this matter. Do not hesitate to let 
me know if you have any questions or need additional infonnation. 
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Sincerely. 

~- Q~los--ky~ 
Member of Congress 
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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 
Secretary ofDefense 
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April25, 2002 

I was pleased to have successfully sponsored Section 8151 of the FY 2002 
Defense Appropriations Act giving you the ability to authorize the use ofTitle 38 pay 
and benefits levels for Department of Defense nurses and other specified medical 
occupations. 

This new compensation authority was meant to address the continuing problem 
the Department has experienced in attracting and retaining fully qualified civilian nurses 
and other key medical persormel. Until now, your military medical commands have 
been required to operate under the out-dated pay structures specified by Title 5, which 
has put them at a significant competitive disadvantage. Shifting to Title 38 authorities 
should result in saving the taxpayers millions of dollars by greatly reducing the need to 
fill persistent personnel shortages with very expensive contract nurses and will also 
alleviate high nurse turnover rates. 

I would appreciate receiving a report from your staff on the status of 
implementing Section 8151. I would also request a breakdown comparing old and new 
pay structures and other key personnel policy changes that will result from this change in 
law, the number ofpersmmel that are expected to be employed under the new Title 38 
authority by service and by occupation for each of the next three fiscal years, and the 
expected cost savings by service from reduced d-ependence on contract specialists for this 
same time period. 

Sincerely, 
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Dear Secretary Rumsfeld 
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i<~:q) . ' !has contacted me to express her concerns regardmg the awardmg of a 
contract, to construct hghter tanks, to a company that has fonner Prestdent George H W Bush as 
a member of the board of dtrectors I would apprectate your addressmgj<bkf-6> '"'"' l concerns 

Thank you m advance for your senous cons1derat1on oftlus matter Do not hesttate to let 
me know tf you have any questions or need add1t1onal mfonnat10n 

PJVtq 

Stncerely, 

~•sclosky 
Member of Congress 

Secretary of DetenM 

1/IMJimllf~ IHM~~~~ B~~IIW 
SA0009951 

THIS $fATIONI!RY PI'NNT£0 ON PAI"fR MAOt'OI R(CYC.UC Pf afpi]S 

~ .. 
UOS948 I 02 



r: ·-.. 

I . :- ~ .. ' .... 

June 14, 2000 
• .'f. I '") •' 

(.' ,., . 
• t . .?: /' ) 

·..J 

Dear Friend: 

Please join us for a fundraising breakfast honoring our 
colleague and friend, Congressman Mike Thompson. Mike is a member 
of the House Armed Services Committee and the Military 
Installations & Facilities and Military Personnel subcommittees. 
He is a Vietnam combat veteran and his district, California's 
First, contains Traverse Air Force base. 

The breakfast will take place on Thursday, July 13th from 8:00 
- 9:00 AM at the National Democratic Club, 33 Ivy Street. 
Tickets for this event are $500. 

Contributions to Thompson for Congress are 
deductible. 

If you have any questions or would like to RSVP, please call 
Aimee Dolaway at (202) 547-1696. Please make your check payable 
to: 

Thompson for Congress 
436 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20003 

We do hope you are able to join us for this breakfast 
discussion. Thank you in advance for your generous support of our 
colleague and friend. 

Sincerely, 

Ike Skelton 

Federal law requi.r(S us to use our best efforts to collect and report the name, matling address, occupation and oame of 
employer of individuals wbose cootributions exceed $200 in a calendar ~ar. 

Paid for and authorized by Thompson for Congress. 
Printed in-bouse. 
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May28, 2002 

The Honorable Powell A. Moore 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 
U.S. Department of D efense 
I 300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Moore: 
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: Encl:::~.~~:~find correspondence submitted to m y office by my constituentJ<~)(6) l 

l(b)(6) ; pas contacted my oflice with concerns regarding a contract awarded by the 
Department of the Army to The Calumet Group, Inc. This contract is to provide staffing services 
to the Anny Community Services (ASC) throughout the Republic of Korea. According to~ 
~)(6) she has been experiencing a number of problems with the Area I ACS Director~ 
(b)(6) states some of the problems have resulted with cost over runs and have not had any 
resolution to her concerns. 

1<6)(6> !also brings forth a secondary issue of conflict of interest. l<b)(6) 'I 
states the Contract Office Representative she works through is the husband of the Area I ACS 
Director. 

I would greatly appreciate your review of the circumstances involved in this matter and 
your insights as to efforts that can be taken to addres~(b)(6) f:oncems. 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Mike Pizana, my Congressional Aide, at the Merrillville 
District Office should you have any questions or comments pertaining to this request. 

Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. 

PJV:mp 

Sincerely. 

/M/~ 
Peter 1. V isclosky 
Member of Congress 
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Honorable Donald H . . Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

!~ousc of 1Rcprcscnmtiots 
lDlmmittcc on S!ppropriation.s 
fiashington, jt)Q: 20515-6015 

July 25, 2001 
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I was very pleased that Congress accepted my proposal as part of the FY 200 I Supplemental 
Appropriations Act to infuse a significant amount of money into the Defense Health program to improve 
the military direct care system. As expressed in the various committee repons accompanying the bill, 
Congress has clearly stated its desire to reverse the pattern of disinvestment in our military medical 
treatment facilities that has been greatly exacerbated by the need to cover the large unanticipated cost 
growth of TRJCARE contracts. 

I believe that so-called optimization of the military direct care system is not only the right thing to 
do for our military personnel, but can serve to draw eligible patients back into the military medical 
treatment facilities where the cost of care is significantly lower than that provided by TRICARE 
contractors. An important result of your strategic review should be to emphasize MTF optimization. 
strongly urge you to follow up on our initiative and expand upon this optimization effon in your fiscal year 
2003 budget proposal. 

1 would also call the Department's attention to the September 15, 2001 reponing deadline for 
informing Congress which projects will be funded with Supplemental funds. The Committee will use this 
repon to judge the Department 's commitment to MTF optimization and it will be an important factor when 
we make our funding recommendations for the fiscal year 2002 defense budget. I urge you to make 
iiJlplementation of this effort a priority. 

cc: Military Service Secretaries 
Military Surgeons General 

Sincere ly, 

ing Member 
Subcommittee on Defense Appropriations 
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Secretary of Defense 

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld 
Secretary of Defense 
Washmgton, DC 20301 

//IIIII I mt IIW Hi~~ 11~1 ~~II~ 
SA0014694 

Dear Mr Secretary 

Authonzat10n IS hereby granted to Congressman John P Murtha, a member of the 
Commmee, to travel from Johnstown, PA to Andrews Au Force Base, MD, aboard 
mthtary rurcraft on August 3, 2002 Tius ts necessary to enable Congressman Murtha to 
cormect W1th a mtbtary atrcraft leavmg for the Mtddle East on Commtttee busmess later 
that day 

It would be apprectated 1fyou Will have someone from Army Nat1onal Guard 
Bureau asstst m malong whatever arrangements are necessary for tlus travel 

u 13 827 I 02 
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July 19, 2001 

Mr. Lawrence T. Di Rita 
Special Assistant to the Secretary ofDefense 
for Legislative Mattes-s 
United States Department of Defense 
T he Pentagon Room 3E966 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear l'vtr. Di Rita: 
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Enclosed r ease find correspondence submitted to my offi ce by my constituend(b)(S) I 

l<b)(G ]has contacted my office with conces-ns regarding the evaluation of the 
credentials of her company, Calumet Group, Inc., by the United States Navy. The company's 
credentials were questioned, and she feels the results of the evaluation should be reviewed. 

. 1. would greatly appre~iate your review of the circumstances :o\ved in this matter and 
your 1ns1ghts as to efforts wh1ch can be taken to addressr~~{~ concerns. · · 

Please feel free to contact Mr. Kerry Baack, my Congressional Aide at the Gary District 
office should you have any questions or comments pertaining to this request. 

PJV:klb 

Thank: you for your kind attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Peter J. Visclosky 
Member of Congress 
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September 2S, 200 1 .. n, :· ;- .I'OurMpl vwoo..-.-, , 

Mr. Lawrence T. Di Rita 
Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Legislative Matters 
United States Department of Defense 
The Pentagon, Room 3E966 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Mr. Di Rita: 

On July 19, 2001, I wrote you in regard to my constituentJ ..... <b~)(S ..... )_,._-=..._;_--"-"'---' 
of said letter is enclosed for your reference. 

A copy 

I would greatly appreciate being advised as to the status of this matter at your earliest 
convenience. 

Thank you in advance for your courtesies in this regard and should you have any 
questions, please feel free to call on my aide, Mr. Korry Baack, at the Gary District Office. 

PN:klb 

Sincerely, • 

/hf<_c/f'~ 
Peter J. Visclosky 
Member of Congres1o 
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Hon. Powell A Moore 
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November 12, 2003 

Asst. Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs 
U .S. Department of Defense 
J 300 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. D.C. 20301-1300 

Dear Hon. Moore: 

WASiiiNGTON OFFICE: . 

2239 RAYBURN HCUSE 
OHICE 8tJil01NG 

W.ASHINGTON. OC 2~1~ 
1202]22~6 

F•x·t202J 226~17 

DISTRICT OFFICES: 

61168 fRANCONIA 110. 
A.LEXANDFIIA, VA 22310 

1703) 871~100 
fAX: (7031922-9.436 

SU ITE Jl2 
1780 RESTON P/IJIKWJ.Y 

PES'TON. VA 20190 
(703] 441-4339 

F.u: 17031 481~338 
www.hovse.g()V/mOt~n 

r am writing to you on behalf of my constituend(o)(6> l who currently has 
a complaint pen<ling with the Department of Defense Inspector General. 

Enclosed for yur review are copies ofj<S)<s> · "" ' :' J correspondence. As you can see, 
(<~>{S> _has experienced significant difficulties in dealing with North American 
Van Lines. 

Based on the concerns of my constituent, I would appreciate your review of this matter. 
Upon completion of your inquiry, please advise me of your determinations. 

With kindest regards, Jam 

Member of Congress 

JPM/ph 

Enclosure 

Please Respond to the Alexandria District Offtce II Peter.Hearding@mail.house.gov 
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I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the decision of the Army Chief of 
Staff to purchase over 2.5 million black berets from companies that will manufacture these i ems 
in foreign countries. 

As you know, on October 17, 2000, Army Chief of Staff Major General Eric Shinse 
issued a change in uniform policy for all Army personnel, ordering that each individual sold,er 
be outfitted with a black beret by June 14, 200 J. The decision to outfit all soldiers, not just 
Army Rangers, with a black beret has been very controversial. The purpose of this letter is ot to 
comment on the wisdom of this policy change, but to protest the procedures that have been 
into place. 

SpecificaJiy, I have major reservations about the Pentagon' s decision to grant a wavi r 
for foreign acquisition of over 2.5 million black berets to companies which are manufacturi 
the headgear in the People's Republic of China, Romania, Sri Lanka, India, South Africa, arif 

I 

Canada. These contracts reportedly totaJ over $26 million. Some of these finns have an op1' on 
to produce one million additional berets prior to the October 1, 2001 phase-in deadline. Un er 
normal circumstances, U.S. firms could supply the Anny with these berets. 

In its decision to purchase berets from foreign :suppliers, the Defense Logistics Agenfy 
waived the Berry Amendment, the federal law which requires the Pentagon to buy clothing rhade 
in U.S. factories of 100 percent American components, and bypac;sed nonnal procurement 1 

procedures in order to meet an unusually short deadline. l 
The Berry Amendment was passed to protect the American industrial base the rnili 

relies upon in times of peace and war. It is true that waiving the amendment is permissible ih 
order to meet high volume requests or tight time constraints. However, we have been inforrried 
that the American apparel industry could produce the new one-piece berets the Army requested, 
rather than the two piece sewn items that American firms currently manufacture, if these finps 
had been given sufficient lead time to fill the order. Instead, the seemingly arbitrary deadli"f for 
the new berets will cause U.S. firms to lose millions of dollars and send this important busi~ 
to foreign companies. 1 
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I am also disturbed by press accounts that awarding these contracts to foreign firms ill 
be more expensive for American taxpayers. It has been reported that the cost of a beret rna e 
overseas is $9, compared to $4.75 that would be charged by U.S. companies. This decision[will 
adversely affect U.S. companies, American workers, and may in fact waste taxpayer dollars 

Military uniformsare a powerful symbol for U.S. soldiers, representing who they arl and 
what they stand for. That is one reason why they are manufactured in our own country, exc~bpt in 
times of crisis. The Army's decision to purchase the black berets from companies who 
manufacture them overseas may undennine the very morale and unity the Army is attempti ' g to 
instill in its forces with its decision to outfit its soldiers in matching headgear. 

1 
I respectfully request that you immediately reconsider the Army's contract and ame'd the 

contract awards to allow U.S. companies a greater opportunity to participate in the producti n of 
the black berets. I hope you agree with me that in this instance, the Pentagon should emplo its 
traditional procurement process that ensures fair and cost-effective military purchasing 
standards. At a minimum, I urge you to make certain that American companies manufactu the 
additional one million berets that may be requested by the Pentagon. 

PN:tq 

Thank you for your serious consideration of this matter. 

Peter J. Visclosky 
Member of Congress 


