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l recently ~ived ~ enclose4 c()mmunication from a resident of my congressional 
district. · 

. • raised . l would very much appreciate receiviri:g from your staff a resp1ose tu 1h~ lS$\WS . . , PY 
my.constituenl• lwill, ofcourse; forwatd a copy ofyaur reSpc>nse to my (l()nstituent. 

Thank you. very muCh for your prompt attention. tO. thiS matter; 

DM.cnw 

~~· . . ·. 

lneoosM~ 
Member ofCongre.ss 

P.S. Please sign up for my e:-tnail newsletter to receive periodic Updates 0.11 federal legislation at 
mr Web site: lmp:Jiwww;m®~Jlouse.goy. 
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. . · · · its Role in Fe'bruary Killing of 
Afghan Women . 
By RICt-fAROA. O~L Jr. 

KABUL, Afghanis~ -After initially denying tnvolvemet\tor any cover-up in the deaths of 
three Afghan wom · during a badly bungled American SpedalOperations assaultln February, 
the Ameriean~led . iUtary command m Kabul admitted late OD Sunday that its forces h:a~ in 
fa~ ldlleclthe .· during the nighttime raid. 

The admission ediately railed questions about What .really happened during the Feb. 12 

operation ... ~d w. ~t fal.tehoods foUowed- including a new report that SpecialO~tions 
forces.dug bullets t of the bodies of the women to hide the true nature of their deaths •. 

A NATO official said Sundayin an in~rview tbat an Afghan-led team of investigators bad 
found signs of evid nee tampering at the scene, including the removal ofbullets,ftom walJs. near . 
where the women · killed. A senior NATO official later denied on Monday that any evidence 

the diSclosure co 
struggling to con 
Afghan preSident; 
force$. 

not come :ata wotw moment for the American nUJitary: NATO~ ar& 

fallout from a>series of tirades against the foreign military presence by tbe 
amid K:arz8i, who bali a18o railed agamsuhe killing of civilians byW~tern 

<ffm; Stanley A.¥ · . . . ~the American and NATO commander in Afghanistan, .ha& tried 
bard, and with so · e 

1

success, to reduce civilian casualties through new rules that include · 
restri!rting night dB and alsobringi11g Special Operations forces under tighter control. But 
botched Special 0 rations attacks - which are blamed for a lqe proportion of the civilian . 

http://www.nyUm.es.c mWl0/04/0S/wotld/asiat05afghan.btml'lpagewantcd-prlnt 4/1312010 
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deaths caused by :Nt. • · forces - continue to ·infuriate Afghans and create support for the 
Taliban. .; · 

•' . 

NATO mUitary offi~ had:.a1ready admitted ldlling two innocent ctvilians·- a district 
p~tor andlocallpolice cllief- during the raid, on a 'home near Gardezin southeastern 
Afghanistan. The twp men were shot to death when they came out Qftheir home, lU11led with 
Kldash~ikov rltJes •.. ~·investipte. 

1 

'Ihree women also died that nigpt 'at the same home! O:ne was a Pt'Wiant mother of 10 and 
another was a pregn~nt mothet of six. NATO military offi¢ials had suggested that the wome~ 
were ~ctuallyJtabbell to death..:.:. or bad died by some other means- hom before the~ an 

.· 1. . •; . 
explanation that im~lied that family mernbets Ol' others atthe home :might have killecithem. 

Survivors of the raid! called thatexplanation a cowr-up anclinsisted thatAmerican forces killed 
t.he women. RelativeS and family friends said the bloody raicHoUowed a party ln honor ofthe 
birth ofa grandSon fthe owner ohhe house.. 

On Sunday night th .Americian-led nlilitaey rom.mand in Kabuli$@ed a sta~ent adJnittiDg 
that"intemational rces" were respOnsibl~ for t\te deaths of the women; Official& have 
previou8ly stated th t American Special operations forces and Afghan forces conducted the 
oper~tion. 

I 

The statement said at "invettiptors could not concluSively determine h<>w· or when the 
Vtomen died, due to ack of forensk evidence• but that they had nonetheless "oonclUded that the 
women were accide tally killed as a result .of the jOint force firing atthe men. • 

~edeeJlly regret .. e outcome of this operation, accept responSJoility forour·actioll$•thatni&irtt 
andkoow that lbis li>ss will be ·~· fomrer by the ~ea," said Brig. Gen. }me Tremblay, a 

. I 

·spOkesman for the NATO OOJIUJiaQd in Kabul. 
I • 

The admission was·· n abrupt abOut-face. In a statement soon •after the raid, NATO had claimed 
that its raidingpa .· had s~mbled 1Jpon the '"bodies ofthreewom~ who had been tied up, 
paged and killed" d hidden in a room in the house. Military offklals had also ~d lat.,r that 
the bodies showed . of puncture and slashing wounds from>aJmifeJ and that the women 
appeared to have befn k11led ievetal hours before the raid. 

I 
j 

4/13/2010 
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And in what wouldlJe·a scandalous·tum to the inveStigation, The Times <>£London reported 
Sunday night that ~an inv~tigatol'$ also deteriJ:rlned thatAllleriWI forces not only kiJled the 
women but had alsoi "dug bullets out of their Vict:im3' bodies in the bloody aftermath~~ and ~ 

' . 
-washed the woun~ with alcohol beferelying to their ·superiors.about·what happened. It 

A~ for .J Af$ba1! Jnterior ~. ~.··.· Bashary; .. , said that he did.· nothave any 
information abou;~e Afghan investigation, Which he said remaln,ed unfinished. 

In an interview,>a ~TO official said the Afghan-led investigation team alerted American and 
NATO commandersithat.tfae inquiry had found signs of evidence tampering. A briefing was 
given by investigAtots to General MeC.hrystal and Qthennilitary otlldals in late March. 

"'lbere wu eviden~ oftarnpering at the scene, walls being washed, bullets dug out ofholesin 
thewallr" the NA.TO· official said, adding thatillvestigatots "oouldn~.find bullets from the 
wounds .in the•bodyl' . . . I 
The in~tigators, ~e officlalsaid) •alluded to the fa«!t that bullets were missing but did not 
di.seuss. anythi. . ·n .. g s~~fic to t.h at. N. othing pointed conclusively to the fact that our guys were the 
ones who tampered r,ththe scene." 

On Monday~ a seniot NATO official denied that.there was any effort to tamper with evidence. 

"We have di~overe4 no evidence in our investigation that any of our forees did anythlngto 
manipnlate the evidence atthe ~Jqene or the bodiest,. said the deputy chief ofstaff for 
communications fo~General McCheystatR.ea,r Adm. GregoryJ. Smith. 

Sevefal bullets that ~.fired but had not struck ~ither·ofthe·two·m.en were re:tn~·from·the 
wall~ Admiral Srni~ said. But he said that was done 1'to make sure what kinds of rounds· they 
were.• 

NATO officials have also rej~ed aUegations that the killings were eovered up. But lt·was not 

immediately clear o Sunday night how troops who shot the women and later examiued their 
bodies would not e recognized thatit was their bullets that ldlled them. 

Abdul Waheed W.qfa pontrlbuted reporting. 
! 

i 
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WikiLeaks VIDEO Exposes 2007 
'Collateral Murder• In lraq 

:t · 
'i· 

Firat Posted~ ()4..i 5-'1 0 12:54 PM I Updated: 04- 6-10 07:50 Nit 

S'ctr:Jit down lorfh• VltNO 

Galling .it a case of "collateral murder," the 
. . . • ·. W$b• eite tOday released harrowing 

· of .$ u.s. Army ~e fttllcOPter tn 
loUit'llnnl:llt'l 'In 2007 repeatedly open.ing fire on a 

~· that Included a Reuters 
pbOtogl~.l pher . ~an · his driver -:- and then on a Vt!ln 

stoc1ot· !Ml .. to ~cue one ofthe waunded men; 

· , None of the members of th.e group were 
taking hoatilt!l action, codtrary t() the PentagQf'l'& Initial coyer story; they Went mlllng 
about on a etreet cqmer~ One man was evidEn,tly carrying a gun, though that was .and is 
hardly an uncom~n occurrence i1 Baghdad. · 

Reporters workli!lg for WikiL.eaks determined that the driver of the va11 was a goOd 
samaritan on hie w8y to take his small chUdren to a tUtoring sessJon. He wa&ldll&d .and 
hie two children we~ badly Injured. 

In tpe video, whictl Reuters has been uklng to'" eif'1e& 2007, •ClfiN· members can 
be heard celebrating their kUis. · 

. "Oh yeah, lcok ft those defid bastards,'' says one crewman after multiple rounds of 
30mm cannon fn l•ft nearty a dozen bodleslittelinQ the street. 

. . 
A crewman begs for permission to open b on the van and its occupants, even 

thOUgh it ha$ done ft<)thlng but stop to h~tp the WQUncled: ;ieome on •• let us shoOti" 

I 
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Story continues below • 

Two crewm~ share a laug~. wtten · ·;~ Bradley fighting V~thicle runs over one .of the 
corpses. 

And after soldiers on the gro~rtd find two small children shot and bl.fng In tne van~ . 
one orewman can b~ heard saying: ''V\/Etll, it~$ their tau" briog,ing their kj4a to .a battle." 

The heJicopt$r ¢'ew, whieh ~as patrolling an area that had been the. scene of fi~ 
f!Qhtiog t'-t momlng, said they spcttecl weapons on members of the ftl'$t group -
although.the Video shows one gun, at most rha crew also mistook a telephoto tens tor a 
rocket..propelled grenade. · · 

:-.:::_,' 

The shooting, which killed J~euters phot~r~pher Namlr. NOor-Etdeeni 22, and drfver 
saeed Chmagh, 40, took place on Jufy 12. 2001:; In • southea,atern neighborhood Of 
Baghdad., ":~··. · 
lbe next day, the fWwYOJ'k Times reported the mDita\'Y'S official cover .tory: 

The A!Deriean military.flaid in a stateme~t latel'h'Ursclaythat 11 people. had 
been killed.: nine iDsurgents and two ciVilians. According to the stateDJ.en1f 
:Am~ troops were eond.uetlng a raid when they were hit by small-arms fire 
and ror.ket-propelled grenades. The Ameti¢an troops ealledin.~or~D!ents 
~d attack helicopters, In the ensuing fl$ht, the statement said. the two 
Re1,1tera employees and nfue ~ents ~~killed. 

"There Is no question that coalition forces W$l'e ¢featly engaged in combat 
~rations against a hc.)&tile forcet said Lt Col. Scott Bteichwehl, •• 
spokesman for them1,1ltlnationa1 forces In Baghdad. 

The video sh~ otherwise~ ?. 

WaS.hlngton Post reporter DaVId Fink~l>descri:led the Incident -- and the video - In 
great detail in bls September 2009 bOOk, ''The Good Soldiers". A summary can be found 
here.· · ·· 

Finkel also deScrJbed a re~ session after Lt Cot Ralph Kauzlarich, commande.r of 
the Amty'$ 2nd Battalion, 1Bth.·. Infantry Regiment and his soldlera riturnect to ba~ 
whiCh ''eoncluded that everyon' had acted appropriately." (Kauzlarich wat alto inVQiv$d 
in the Arrrr(s Pat Tillman oover-up. and later told E$PN that the reluctance Of Tillman's 
pirenti to ac06pt the military'a story that he was killed by enemy action, itlther than 
fi1enc:tly fire, was the unf()rttin-. resu.lt of their lack ofChrt$tlan fillttt.) 

Wiklleaks, a. $rrtill, indepen~~nt Web site that Invites people to post Information and 
documents that poW$rful interests would prefer to kGeP secret, says it received the video 
and U . . rtln dOCUments froin miiM-..o uA.Z'"U.,;~o..J ·· . . r8; . . ·. $ ppo . g ·. . . . . · .. ·. . . . . 1'-Pory ""'~ ~ CINe .. . 

Julian Aaaange, the editQr. of the &ite1 aaid the kiJUogs either vtol•ed the th.e armyrs 
rules of engagement, or thoee rules or.engagernent •are very, deeply wrbng." 

Watcll ttte WikiLeake vldeo,beiCJW,. o.fth& key pqrtfon'. oft~e vkfec) a& pieced together 
by MSNI3C's oyl$n Ratig~m: · · 

; . ... 4120.12010.1:29 PM 
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. Unveiling the video atJhe N~~nal P:fM Club ort Mot'\d$Y tnom1ng, Alsange.sald ~e 
helicopter crew approaChed Its JOb as tt It were a video game, not something mvolv~g 
human liVes. Th~J(. desi,_ wa$~ply to kill," he said. "Their desire W$$ to get high 
scores on that eomp~r game." · · 

. , 
Reuter& released this sta~ent from Oavid Sohi.,Singer, ectttor-ln-chlel of Reutete 

news: "The duths Of Namir N()or-Eideen and Saeed. Chmagh three years ago were 
tragic and •mblemat~ Of the ~e dangers that e)dSt In covering war zonM. we 
continue to· wort< for journalist :tklfety and call on all Involved parties to r«:09nlse the 
Important work th.t:Joumallsts :d~ -'dthe extreme danger th• phctograph8r$<8nd video 
journalists face In Rarticular. lhe video r:elttased today via \NII<ILeaks ie graphic evlcf~nce 
of the ~anger$ JnvoiYed In warJo.umallsm and the ttagediea that can result." 

;· 

ArtAtrny spokesman eould. nQt Immediately be reached for comment . 

Just this morning, the New York nmes confirmed a gruesome eover..up by u.s: 
forces In Afghanistan. Officials Ylho had repeatedly denied reports by Jerome Starkey In 
the Tfmes of Londpn have new/. confirmed that American Special Operation$ $Oldie!'$ 
elaughte~ th'" ~men In a. nighttime raid In Fel)ruaJY - and· actually dug. bullets aut 
of th.e bodles of th& women as part of a oover~up. Starkey says U.S. and NATO tortes. 
are ~rely held to account for the,:~tle$ they ~rrirrilt 

WATCH: Wiklt.e8ks editor ABSange being Interviewed by AJ Jai_.. English: 
.. I· • 

·.' 

Just fast month,. Wlkii.Mks p~d the reeults ora U;S, counterintetligen~ lnwStigatlon 
into none other th~ln Wlkileaks .itself. The report determined that Wiki'-ks wrepresent$ 
a potential force protection. QC>Unterlh~lllg&nce; operational security {OPSEC). and 
Information secu rtty (INFOSEC)ttueat to the us Army." 

The report also tondudea; highly suggestively: "WikHeaks.org uses trust as a centtf' 
or gravity by assuring ln,tid~. leal<ers, and whistleblowers wflo p8S$ informatiOn to 
\MI(il•&ka.()l"g personnel ~ vmc;fpc)lt Information to the Web site thatthey Will ...main 
anonymous. · The kientifieatlCn,}::~osure, or termination of employment of or l$gal 
action• ag~nst current or former lnslder&j leakera; or wllistleblowers eot,~ld damage or 
destroy this <::enter: of gravity and deter others from using VVikllelkS.org to make such 
InformatiOn public~~~~ · 

MeanWhile. Ass$nge says another '4tdeo is forthcoming: This. one Qt. a bombing in 
Afghanistan with ~llan casua~~ . · . 

'. ·~} .•••....•....... " .......... ,.. 
ban Froomkln Is •nJor W~Bhington COIT8S(JOndent tor<tfie Htifflngtcn Post: You<can 

ser;ci tlim 41'1• HntJif; bOOkmark :his page; subscribe to R$$ .feed. follow him on TINitte.r, 
friend him on Face~. &net/or~· a fan and get .msll alerts when he ;writes. 

Get HuffPost PQflt!~ On Tw~r, Faceboof(. and Google Bual Kn9W ~~lng we 

. .. 
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·Reply ZIP C.t)de: 
2(}31&-0300 . 

· 'l'he Honorable Den~nis Mo<1re 
U.S; House of RepresentL:Ltl\•es 
Washi1:tgtorl D.C~ 20515~ lf,j03 

. THE JOtNT StAFF 
WI\SHINt>TtJI\\,> O G 

24MaY:201.0 : 

. . . . . . . 

The St•(:n:tary ofD!:ft ns<:.· has asked • that lrespi:mi:l • to<Ybt~r Ct:>t1$titue:ht's. 
· Illquiry regatding the role U;S. force$ had in · t.he deaths arrd injurks <)f · 
· nt)JlCf>mbatants d\lrh1g Jnilitary .operations condt1cteci .in Afghc:trtistiilh in Fe:brtu:try 
20lO.and lraqin .• July 2007. Your constitu,ent refer{~nced .media reports Qf Afgha11 
'Nomen killed during a milif.ary opewtio11·tJ1 Afgh~1.nistan on 12 Februa.ry. 2010, 
aJld an Atn1y helicopter et:tgagement of insurgents in ltaq ct·esulring in. un.iritended 
dmrt11s of t\\.~o Re1:1ters em plgyees Hnd injuries of two children in ,Jul?,.: ·. 2007. 

· ln both t::ascs referenced by y~;:~Ltr constituent, and contr~try to re~p.otts in the 
media, tht~ iri\'eatlga.tioiis found that u.s. militai;t: :t<)rces did not violah'! the.la.¥/ or 

: armed 00.1'\tlict COJ'l<:'el:tting nonoombata:1lt$l irt.C:h.lding the: WQtl1en who W¢1'¢ . . 
inadvettent ly .kill<:d dtldng firefights \\dth itistli'gents. At the conclusion of both 
investigations, . Qoalition force~issued publk ~s~~atements e"pressing deep Tegr(~:t 
~ h. 1· · ·. · ·r· l.l· .. c· a·· " ·· · 1. · · · · ·· · · · d.· · ·1 r ·1 · ·'· ., d ... · ·· · ., : · -. -· · ~ · · · . · ·· . . ._. ·- -- ·. · · -· ·. · . -- : -: - · ·: -, : -- -· · · -, · · · · -~,_ - " . :··.- - - .,; ··.- · ' i- -- -., -.- · -· · -;. :!! ' ••: -._ · : · · · - · . . · " S · · -~ · · · · · -.. . -- · · .---. - ' : • · • ~n t . c .. qss.Q,· : •. ea.n •• U1JUI) t.1ato~c1,1:ue .. • asatts1..1 t() t .1.t.$e mq .ents •. 

. . '. '• . . 

. Reports iJLdvili.an noncombatant casualties caused by Coalition ·.operations 
· ~lHirti~lt!:t the civilian p<>pulation , provide legitimacy to tb(t ms1.lrgen ts, · ~1nd degrade 
<:1ur ability t<.) conduct an . t~m~ctive countetins\trge!Jcy. Coalition fc>rce:s · ta.kt~ 

. fl}l~~g~tibn$ $t~dou~Ly al~cl 1fi,v¢stigat~ thern thotoug;hly. 
. . ,.. . . . . . 

U.s. rnilitatyfotce~f are a t~ornmittedt)artl:i,erwlth Coalition forces , the: 
Oovermne6t ofAfghanisrati, . an.d th¢ (1oven:unent of lraq. <We. fully accc:~pt . ()lit · .. 
responsibility to conductoperations in .:strict compliance ·with the law of war t!:IJd 
to make ever~y eff()ft:tominimizenoric:ombatantcasualties. 

' . . 

1 assure vmi that U.S . tn:ilita.fv c{>mmanders at all leve ls stfive to reduce the io' • . • • • ' . . • • ·. ' , .··. . • • . - .. ' . ' . 

!(}S$, Qf innocent life on the battle field. Our Armed F''orces conth1ually seek to 
. itr1pttN¢tminingartcf~qu.iprnent w .reduce unint#ndt~d deaths, · 



Your ·C.<»n<:er.n. is·• greatly •appreciated.. Your· concern <:lnd su.ppon: of our men 
.('tlld •~.vornetl· in .urtiform .. l!~n·•greatly •appn.~c:i{~t(~d. 

B. E; <:tROOMS 
R}\DM,lJSN 
Viet: l)irecttn·, .... Joint •Staff 


