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My concern over the impl<U>outaliun ofth<: Ob= A~mini•lralioo's iJlSOut<:ing policy in the 
Depart.m.Qlt of Defense continues to grow. 

As of today, we have no I n;'OOiv«l "response to tl1e lcttcr sent by Chninnan Ortiz ond Ranking 
Member Forbes on February 4. 2010, asking you to direct a re-evaluation of insowcing efforts at 
Air for<c Plant 42 in Palmdale, Colilorniu. lliDII il ••ory 111)ublitlg that despite the bi-partisan 
request from the Coounitlec. you hav~ disregarde-d Congressional concern about this matter and 
allowed hiring actions to be initiated for the firefightingpositions at Plant 42. 

r Of'precinle the Dcparlment's desire to reduce its overreliance on conlrat..1ors~ butrha~c:: 
cuncoms with the arhilrliJY targets mandated to lhe military SoOrvice~. This is foa-cing installations 
to inSO<I.rcc sumc jobs iiUII arc beL1er served as a contracted function. >1Jcb.., the firefighters Ill 
Air Foroc Plant 42. Unlike traditional military msi.'Jllations. PlMt 42 is a governntV~t·o--ned, 
contrac:tot~p«atcd facility. There are over 6,:500 totar contractor positions at Plant 42, 
comporcd v.ith Ill ti\ilian Air l ;orce slots Md one uniformed position ru; dle planL 'llle co.<t 
saving,:~ e:;.dmated lOr lhi::1 insourcing effort is 2.5 pen"Jent, a savings that ea::.il)· could tK:: m;:oupt.d 
by re-oompeting lhe contr.ICL Recau•e these jobs are not inherently govea·n,_,tal, and tho cost 
savjngs is m.inimal.l (atl only cooclud~ Ol.ut thi~ ~~li(~n is being do~ solely to comply \\oith 
quotas imJ)OSed to meet the Deportment's overall goal to reduce contrnctor levels. 

Furthormore, I am aware that OeJ'<"IIfment 'of Defenge lostructio.n (DODJ) 1400.24, Volwne 336, 
da!ed April6, 2009 implements policy and e<lablhhes procedures regarding civilian persom>el 
managenteut for civilian firefigl>to:r.; .,d l•w <nli"'"'"'""' ollicets.· lam also aware thar, in the 
case of lhe insourcing <!forts at Air Fore<: Plant 42 in Palnld•le, California,. I he AJr Foroe bas 
petitioned yOUJ office for an exception to a,.. maximun> ontrjlagc established by DODI 1400.2•1, 
V336. 



Despite the Air Force's stated desire to minimize the impact of insourcing, their request for relief 
from your policy on age limitations has not been taken up. Allowing hiring actions to begin 
before the request for waiver was adjudicated will lead to confusion, and ill-advised hiring 
actions, and may likely prevent an experienced, established workforce from being able to 
compete for the newly created government positions. ' 

With these concerns in mind, I ask that you immediately hold any further efforts to insource the 
contract workforce at Plant 42 until providing the Committee a response to the review requested 
by Mr. Forbes and Mr. Ortiz and issuance of waiver to DOD I 1400.24, Vo]ume 336 for the 
positions targeting for insourcing at Plant 42. 

Sincerely, 

oward P. "Buck cKeon 
Member of Congress 
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~oust o( 1\epresentatibel$ 

DARRELL E.ISSA, CAUf'ORNlA 

RNJt<ING MINORITY NEM9ER 

COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
21S7 RAveUAN HovS< O.Rce BuiL<>Na 

WA&HINSlON, DC 2051 !Hl143 

The J lonurnble Rob<rt :VI. Gnlfl! 
~cretary 
U.S. Oepnrimecn~fDefense 
1400 Dct\:nse Pentagon 
Wos~ington, D.C. 20301-1400 

Doar Secretary Oates: 

l .... jol~f tNJq~~Sl 
,..,_,ny C2VII22t-«'H 

L>ec.ember29, 2010 

Please find enclosed copies of letters previou•ly sent to )'OIL We have not yet 
recei ... ed responSe$ to those letters. We. ask that you pl~t: revie'N the enclosed lettas and 
R~l'nd acoordingly. 

·we look forward to your r~sponse. Thank you for your attentiOJ'\ to this important 
matter. Please contact the Committee staff P.< (2112) 225·5074 with any quo•tioiiS. 

01; Ddolphus Towns 
Chairman 
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Th• Hclloroble Robett M. Q•l•• 
Secretary 
1./.S. Dep!lllnt•Jlt.of Dei.mse 
14M Defens•l'•nl$gon 
Washington, DC 2000J.J4Gt 

fk.IU' Secretary Gat~: 

~~PI't .IOll:t~~l 

""'-'"' ~11 716·SG-U 

June 3, 201() 

I atr1 \\Tit:mg » :'Cquest doc:l&Uleuts Utd infomtation relating to the <:Xtent to whi<:h 
\\--:"lite Roure polilical pcr30Dnr:i aK. ir:volved with pJ~ruung. dir¢ctir.g, Q: coordioaLing 
)'O\o: travel t(lj:atti~:j.lat~ jn p~.o.b~i~ ev•enb- c:lidal or polit\\;al- whidl m~y have a 
p:)l\1i<'.•d tx-.ncfil for -!~e<:ted Demoe:-atic officials ur D~;n;)~~u:.ic CiUl<liWues fot oftice. 

!\<you may know, duri!lf,tlte las~ Congress then .(;~airr:lan VI!IXmM and this 
Commictee investr.d ~ubstantio.l tiD'.G 8lld ~ffort to bvesti~a1e tbe U$C of offici<'l resoW"Ces 
tt tb.e behest vnh-: \'lt.i!~ H:)Use fol' pol!tica~ ~ltrpOSC'S Durfng rhe Cor.unittee•s. 
ir \o"Cst:i.gatio.o- whieb ~!"3J)n¢d DC:Rrly tv1o years- lh::: staff inten~~v;ed or depusOO 1 S 
JXII~Ii,a: aypcint.::es~ includins Prc~rtt~~ Fh•~h's ;.<'~Jitictal .:Jtrcctor~ tr.d ~i"~d n~rly 
7C,~CO pug"" of documen~s 1\0<a lit• White Ho•se m:d 29 ngenciel. 

At ti-.e (;(me)usion of his yeats-lor.~ ;Jlvestigation, Chatmlan \V&Xr.lan's staff 
prepa1ed a st1.ff rererl. :;nritkd "The .l'.c':.ivide.s of·:.he \Vh.ite Ho~-: 01fice ~f Political 
Affairs,"17 CIJ.}~::man W~~. ~aUed forthccUr.~nat~~n of the Office. ·rne Wa..,cna.al 
Report stated: 

T~e White Hoi!S• Office of P~lilic•1 1\ffnir. bal te<:n w~tr(w"'Si•l 
s;n::e P~id~nt Ret~g.a:n c:reate:i ~he office irl I:J81. .... D,.t( the 
txte.trt of ~li!i:.;td acti•:ily :,y the ... 'Vl:itc House t:r.r. its deep and 
1W$lf)mnti.c reach. intc tht: fe4er!LI c~g~.1~i~ ite ·~e:dt"..::t«<. 
c.-.nt.:NSS should a.mcod (h~ Ha.~h Aet, ,,.!~-~- ted~ral l~~ 

17 Ce1ll0':~!1li.: S<~~; H. CoD"n.. 0'1\ Ovt~$\!IM t~ GQ"'t l~e.{();Q, ! 'f«h C~a: .• "Ttle t\\·.i1"112~li ·.>f~l-.t Wh~ 
l:()l'lse Offic:.e ofPolici:~l A!f•:r,," O..t, 20Q&,I)~p:/love.rs~~~tou.se,;:o!fchcumcn:!JJOQSi015~:·5414.pdf. 
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restricting political activity bv federal officials, to eliminate the 
White House Office of Political Affairs. If the political affairs 
office is retained, its activities should be restructured to ensure that 
it serves the interests of the taxpayer, not 1he political party of the 
President. 18 

In the report, the Waxman staff concluded that the White House organized the 
travel of senior administration officials around politically advantageous locations and 
specifically used travel as a tool to help elect or re-elect members of their party to pubJic 
office. 19 The report counted events that were attended personally by senior 
administration officials. It reported that 303 events required travel outside of 
Washington, D.C. The Waxman staff concluded. that these events violated the Hatch Act. 
They wrote the events "established precisely the type of' political boiler-room' that the 
Congress warned against when it amended the Hatch Act in 1993.'.20 The report stated 
that the taxpayers "should 
... not pay the travel expenses of cabinet and other senior officials to fly across the 

-I' l' ' al 21 country" 10r po 1t1c purposes. 

During President Obama's short time in office, there has been some indication 
that the White House has ignored Chairman Waxman's concerns. For example, 
according to a Washington Post story last year about travel related to marketing of the 
President's stimulus plan, ''public policy and electoral politics have come together 
seamlessly in his domestic travel itinerary."21 The Post reported: 

Since becoming president. he hasn't set foot in a state he won by 
near[y 40 percentage points in November's general eJection. 

But thousands have beard Obama speak in Ohio. North 
Carolina, Missouri, Indiana and Florida, all among the 16 
states be has visited since taking offi~e. In eacb of tbose places. 
his margin of victory or defeat last November was fewer than 
five percentage points. 

* + * 

On nearly every trip he has taken, Obama bas foUowed the 
timeworn path of presidential travel ~ go where the votes 
matter most, 

* * * 
1 ~ Jd. at ii (emphasis .supplied). 
19 Id at i (Executive Summary). 
20 Jd at 23. 
21 lri 
22 Scott Wilson, Obama's Travel Mixes Polley, Pohtics, WASH. POST, June 21,2009. 
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But the travel suggests a White House far more interested in 
eJectoral politics than its leader and senior staff members publicly 
acknowledge. The swing~state stops are just one element of a 
West Wing political operation that has preserved many practices 
of preceding ones, and that takes into account the dynamics of the 
201 0 midterm elections and the next presidential race in deciding 
where to spend Obama's time. 

Of the 16 states Obama has visited, nine shifted from the 
Republican to Democratic column in 2008. Five of the states are 
among the six that posted the narrowest margins of victory for 
either Obama or Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), and are likely to 
remain the most closely divided through the coming campaign 
cycles. 

Obama has raised money in California, Indiana and Nevada, and 
election law calls for the government to be reimbursed for those 
explicitly political aspects ofbis travel. 23 

Last June, Politico similarly reported administration officials have traveled to at 
least 66 events across the country to tout the stimulus program, but the events were 
almost exclusively tied to obviously politically motivated destinations. According to 
Politico: 

Since Congress passed President Barack Obama's $787 billion 
economic stimulus bilJ in February, administration offieials have 
traveled to at least 66 events across the country to tout the 
massive spending program or hand out stimulus cash to grateful 
local officials. 

"' * * 

Top officials have hosted events predominantly m states that 
Obama won in 2008. 

What's more, the examination revealed that Obama officials all but 
avoided Southern states that Obama lost. 

21 ld (emphasis added). 
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But the numbers tell the tale: 52 of the 66 events were in statu 
that backed Obama:. And taken together, the itineraries amoWlt to 
a veritable map of Obama's election-night victories- big-money 
states like CaJifornia and New York, swing states like Ohio and 
Colorado that Obama turned blue and other solidly Democratic 
states Obama kept in his oolumn.24 

This is precisely the type of political travel former Chairman Waxman spent years 
investigating. This is what he deemed Hatch Act violations. 

I am interested in developing a better understanding of whether the types of 
political travel Chairman Waxman invested so much time and energy attempting to 
eradicate are still occuning. To assist the Committee in learning more about this 
Administration•s practices with regard to political travel, I request that you provide the 
Committee with the following information: 

1. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C., in an official capacity during the 
time period February 1, 2009 tc the present. For each event, please provide 
the date and location of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the 
event, the identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the 
event, and a statement declaring whether taxpayer funds were used to travel to 
the event. 

2. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C., for political purposes, whether it 
be a fundraiser, rally, or other political function, during the time period 
February 1, 2009 to the present. For each event, please provide the date and 
loc~:ttion of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the event, the 
identity of the elected officiaJs or candidates for office attending the event, 
and a statement declaring whether taxpayer funds were used in part to travel 
to the event. 

3. All documents, including emails, that relate to the involvement of White 
House officials in scheduling, suggesting, coordinating, or directing public 
events with elected officials or candidates for office for any official at the 
Department during the time period February 1, 2009 to the present. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

24 Eamon Javers, A Politlcaf Pattern to Stimulus Tou,., POLITICO, June 5, 2009 (emphasis added). 
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We look forward to your response by June 17,2010. You may contact 
Steve Castor of the Committee staff at (202) 225~5074 if you have any questions 
about this request. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chainnan 
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l !11:\ writing 10 f:>llow I1P oo my lct:teJ ro }'00 dooe~ Juno 3, 2010. In~;...,., I 
J«<ll«k<i do.--...-,cc., ond inlomu!1ion a»:r. :he iO>'OJ,--...,nt of WbttellOC<C political 
per.;o.nnd in ¢00rtfinllljns ycur lca"Yt"J 1.0 officiiJ and pnHtical evtllG that may Jm-e 
boneliied Oemoen>lK> candid:lles for off'¢<. Thi• in"""ti~.,ion "'""in"" che wOO< this 
Co1nminee bc:gw• tu Chc la!t Cougre.<;s under lhen-CI\aimt81'1 Waxm.an. T n dn«-~ J hav-e. 
aot received the into.r:mxjon f req-ue$ted (lr i'Dl'J e.xpl aru.rion aboUt the ll::~.ay. Ordint~..-i!y. 
Ul.C DeJ)Irt.."11ent ofDefen:;o.: (DoO) iJ :n.Jre co.operat~vc. 

Re<:eolly, fl DoD (n!lder pro..,.ided inlormwtio:~ 41m.l c-mu\1 wm:spoadcoce tc •:l}' 
11rrl1' c:.ntirmin~;t thul your ~off iS:lued wh;tt "PJ'l60J~ tO be a ••stop work: order" with 
res,~:ect to my teGt.:est. An-.!:Jt1ail .mch<~ng-. tla:v.•cen senir.t t)f}'ic.'oJs QTaotcd the Offi.:·c o:! 
tho oe,,e~·aJ t:o~l's f\l~'.':CS( that: the s:u&~IJII: d a tts (i..c., Uur: ..JaiX) be "<umod crl due: to 
till• :ct:er going 10 21 Aj;enoi•s, and ~$~011SC ""!Hiring AdmjnistnU't'~ s~>W.ec." 
&saltialJy. Michael BT ..::.nand Christian Marrout , bo~h top aides in YQUT office. :n-s•.ued 
tht: ~U wor\c on my requcsl would ste-p a:-.C thC' due da.tc would be ig11ared. The 
Ot.'.r~,pL'>miencc; {lise i.r..6c.afc:$ ttu .. t Mr. ~mono would prcv:do .an e-l(plw:Jtltil)u QIT,jrLe, 
dfeeb<el)' ob~uriu~ l'lis O')otiveR rrorr: Sl~l'\)tiny. 

1bc atdcr.:: a ( -'C'.:lli~r DoD officials t~.re i:llt-0-:u\treot wi\h U,C l7es:idenfS 
cornm:untc; ""to :na:dnghi! ulministr-.atioo !he rnMtopen acd ~ ic tistory ... : 
'll>tr•"'""" i-...:steru .,.;111 fedcnll law Wilder 3 U.S.C. § SS2. AI Uoe O<ll$elo:rus 
l'rt!idtrte)'. Pn::ti:.le:'A o·:xmlB re1ler."'.t~d tMJ "the: WL)' ~ mdcc g~ment 30COW"'(able i~ 
m*c it rnutspnrent .to tba! the AmeJit.CUl people t.1n knew ex.aclly w.hE.: dcci.tions 31e 

1 
l hfl W"i'r~ ll<:tl~e 8 ot;, C!llln"e Hts Come To WllhGHou,e,a,o ~,o. 

bnp:l/v.ww.whirolt.().,,!. ~t.~'l'bi.;,,W'bin;~ ... ~-«lmt _to_ Wh•l~hO~•U·tttvl (J«~, ;zo. 2009;. 
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being made, how they're being made, and whether their interests are being well served."2 

He went on to state as follows: 

I will also hold myself as President to a new standard of openness. 
Going forward, anytime the American people want to know 
something that I or a former President wants to withllold, we will 
have to consult with the Attorney General and the White House 
Counsel, whose business it is to ensure compliance with the rule of 
law. Information will not be withheld just because I say so. It will 
be withheld because a separate authority believes my request is 
weU grounded in the Constitution. 3 

The President further urged federal agencies "to adopt a presumption in favor of 
disclosure."4 It is in the interests of transparency to disclose al1 information related to the 
White House's involvement in Cabinet officials' travel. Moreover, this Committee has 
broad jurisdiction to conduct oversight ofthe federal government. 

I trust that you will reconsider my original request. If it is your position not to 
provide the requested materials, I request that you articulate the basis for this position in 
wrjting. Additionally, to better understand the status of my Jetter request, I ask that you 
make Michael Bruhn and Christian Marrone available for transcribed interviews. Please 
contact Steve Castor or Ashok Pinto of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 with any 
questions. 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman 

2 Remarks by The President in Welcoming Senior Staff and Cabinet Secretaries to the Wnite House, 
http://www. whitehouse. gov/the _press_ offi ce/Remnr ksofthePresident[n Welcomi ngSen iorStaffandCabi netSe 
cretariestotheWhiteHouse/ (Jan. 21, 2009). 
3 ld. 
~Memorandum for the Heads of Departments and Agencies regarding Freedom oflnfonnation Act, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office!Freedom_of_Infonnation_Act/ (Jan 21, 2009). 
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laoua~Y 25, 2010 

Dear Socretary Clintoo, Secrewy Oates, and AUGnwy Oo.rulnll Holder: 

As >""' know, in the past three monll!s, tborc have baen two terroJiot altacks on 
our homolo.nd. On Christmas Day, a tcnorist acting undar AI Qaeda's diredioo '1'1>3 

enested aJier atttmplinJ to bomb a fully-loaded pusenac plane over the United Sl3!es. 
EU~ ...,eks bcfurc, U.S. Anny 1\.lajor Nidal Hasan took the liYl:s oflllirteen Anu:ri<an 
soldicrsl.lld civiliMS a1 Fort Hood at1<r apjllll<lldy N.v!ni received the saocti<ln of a 
tOdi<al Amc:ri<an-bom =ri.>'1 cleric living in Yemen. 

PASE 02/04 

Tholtticms oftbe!e lemlrisn have rip.lly spumd aa examinalioo or~ 
b;oclr8J'OIIIlds l.lld ......miom. Rq>oo:u U>d;cete the meD -· OOIIl>tcted with terrorist 
opetO!iom in Y=with suppo~tCOll>iDK clite<dy ftom former demh>tes oflhc Uoited 
Swet m!lilaly iD Guanlluwno Bay. Aooordin& to rooent pteSS """"''· dozens of fo<mtr 
decainct3 bave rcSII!Il:d plattmg and cxecotioa terrOrist alloeks 011 Alooricao lllllitory 
peno-1 aod civilian>. 
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Following the ChristmaS Day terrorist attack, the Administration annoWlced it had 
"suspended,. the release to Yemen of detainees held at Guantanamo Bay and declared 
that "in the near term" no more detainees will be sent to Saudi Arabia. 1 Tho timing of 
this announcement has raised important questions about the rumdling of detainees, and 
why the decision only took place after the terrorist attacks occurred when dangers were, 
apparently, known beforehand. Obtaining infonnation about this decision is necessary 
for this investigation to confirm that national security determinations on detainees are 
being made as a result of careful evaluation by career professionals and that such 
decisions are not being driven or hindered for primarily political purposes. 

The decision to release six Yemeni detainees despite mounting intelligence of 
increased terrorist activity in Yemen and credible reports of detainee recidivism only 
days before the failed attack on Northwest Flight 253 raises obvious concerns. It clearly 
should not have required both the murder of 13 at Fort Hood nor the near-death of 
hundreds of American civilians on board Northwest Flight 253 for this Administration to 
reevaluate the policy for releasing terrorist detainees from Ouantanamo Bay. Such events 
raise disturbing questions about a possible retmn to a reactive pre-9/11 -mindset that must 
be addressed. 

In light of this situation, and in order to evaluate more fully the Administration's 
detention program, it is necessary for Congress to obtain specific details which are not . 
readily available. 

Accordingly, I request: 

1. All information on known or suspected recidivism of terrorist or terrorist related 
activity among those released from U.S. custody at Guantanamo Bay; 

2. Details of agreements. memorandums of understanding (MOUs), or informal 
expectations placed on nations which have received detainees, and the extent to 
which the Administration assesses these have been met or are being followed; 

3. Specifics about the Administration's plans to ensure that the Yemenis transferred 
in December remain imprisoned there; and 

I respectfully ask that this material be conveyed by 3:00P.M. February 8, 2010. 
The Committee has the facilities, procedures, and staff necessary to receive classified 
information. As you know, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the 
principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives. House Rule X grants the 

1 Peter Finn. "Return of Yemeni detainees at Guantanamo Bay i& suspended." Washington Prut, S January 
2101; Susan Crabtree. "No Saudi transfers planned in •neartenn•." The Hil~ 12 January 2010. 

2 
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Committee broad responsibilities, including for undertaking wide-ranging evaluations of 
government Operations and administrati:ve functions. 

Questions on this request can be directed to Christopher Bright, Professional Staff 
Member, at (202) 225-5074. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Robert Bauer, White House Counsel 

3 
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P'IGS 92/03 

A> !he Ranking Membr: for tho Hwse Commi- wilh primary jurisdietion over 
fiOIIonl Jli'WV- policy,! have a r<spcMoiliiY 10 <011duct me.aoingful cn.oasigb! <>f 
6:denl ClCllllnCIS tbal11m <ho risl:. of wasting I!IXpe}'C! dollats. 

J am wlilin& 10 lltel<: lldd1Uon4l.infioanotlon abour a peMing 10k·......,., coutw:t 
awanlta Kuwaiti< 0.1! LiDk Trompcrt Comp.•ny (JCGL), a ICI!Wait-b.....! compariy, 
undn: Solicitolion Nwnber SP3lQO..JE).R-0014 ("'be soliciiAiioJI"). 

A> you may l<u.,..., \hi.:; Commi- has lcmg b.., a. &keplic of oole-source 
CC~l~n~Cll!. My coUeaguec on 1he C<>m~nittee \vert ~e<l Last Ma>:ch ,w., tbe 
~~ W. hls first pronouncem"" about foi!eral pr~ policy railed against tbe 
a.~ of sole-source atl'allQClD<Inl>. The Prcsid<:nt Sla!td: 

Ex..,.,ive reliance by executi\'e agencies QD. solo-$ow-cc 
contro<t! (or eontnoc:l$ with a limited nwnbor of .....,..,.,) 
lind co<~oleimlnmem"'t controots ecea1t:.1 a rW< that 
LU-po.yc. fun4s will be spent on <Oob:lll:\8 tlw. oro wutefill., 
inefficient, su.bjocr to misuse, or otlle!Wito D<>t well 
designed to .serve the needs of the FC<Icnl Government or 

: 1hc in<ezu~S of the Amtci .... tut-ycr . 

••• 
I! bo tbe pOlicy of tile Federal Govunmem lhat execulin 
~~&ccciea shall oot r<l8'1@< in """"""'petil\vc COOirOCU 
noept in those ciTCll3llli8Dce! whac their usc oon be fulb' 
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· justified and where appropriate safeguards have been put in 
place to protect the taxpayer. 1 

The President's memorandum then directed all executive departments and agencies to 
exercise the strictest of scrutiny on al.l sole-source contracting vehicles. 

In light of the President's specific guidance on sole-source contracts, I was 
disturbed to learn that the Defense Logistics Agency has made the decision to award 
KGL the contract on a sole-source basis. According to FedBizOpps.gov at least three 
additional contractors are identified as interested vendors tmder the solicitation. 

On or before February 18,2010, please produce all documents related to the 
pending KGL contract, including the contract file for the solicitation. With your 
document production be sure to include all email correspondence relating to KGL or the 
potential award by and to the contracting officer Medard R. Kowalski. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
Committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

PAGE 133/€13 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Should you have any questions 
please do not hesitate to contact Steve Castor or Ashley Callen of the Committee staff at 
202-225a5074. 

~ 
Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns. Chairman 

1 The President, Government Contracting, Memorandum for the Heads ofExecutive DepaJ1ments and 
Agencies, http:l!www. wbitehouse.gov/thc _press_ officc.IMemorandum-for-lbo-Heads-of·Bxccutive
l>epartments-and-Agencies.-Subject-Govmnnent (last 'Visited Jan. ll, 201 0). 
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February 10, 2011 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYlAND 
R,O,NKING MINORITY MEM RER 

EODLPHUS TOW NS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN S MALONEY. NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON . 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J KUCI~ICH. OHIO 
JOHN f . TIERNEY, ~·ASSACHUS~nS 
WM. LACY Cl4V, MISSOURI 
STEPWEN F lYNCH, M4SSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER. rENN ESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY. ILLINOIS 
DA'III~Y K. OAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE L. 6RALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH. VERMONT 
JOHI\ A. YARMUlH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. M U RPH Y, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CALIFORNIA 

I write to inform you that in my capacity as Chainnan of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I will lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official business to 
France and Be]giwn from Sunday, March 20, 2011, through Sunday, March 27,2011. Several 
Members of the Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn are expected to accompany 
me, a1ong with appropriate Committee staff, and I will provide those names at a later date. 

The purpose of the trave] to France is to visit La Hague Nuclear Reprocessing Center and 
WWII battlefield memorials. In Belgiwn, I will lead the House delegation to the annual Brussels 
Forum, and we will also meet with NATO officials to discuss commitments to European security 
and Afghanistan. 

Spouses are authorized to travel at no expense to the U.S. Government. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, 
as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of fimds for the payment of actual 
expenses of such transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U .S.C. 11 OS(g). 
Travel will be conducted by military and /or commercial aircraft up to business class, including 
foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. 
The CO DEL requests Marine liaison support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief 
Clerk, at (202) 2~6-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 
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February 16, 2011 

The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYlAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EOOLPHUS TOWNS, 'lEW YORK 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
flFANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSEnS 
WM, LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPt<EN F. LYNCH. MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENI'<ESSEE 
GfRALO E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY, IlliNOIS 
CANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE L. BR.AlfV, IOWA 
PHER WEl CH, VERMONT 
JOHN A. YAIWIUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPkEA S. MURPHY, CONNECnCUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CAtlfOHNIA 

I write to authorize Representative Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Chairman, Subcommittee on National. 
Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign Operations, to lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on 
official business to Haiti and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from March 28-29, 2011. Representative John F. 
Tierney, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Nationa.J Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign 
Operations, along with other members of the Subcommittee, will accompany the delegation. 

The purpose of the travel to Haiti is to assess the progress and accountability ofUSAID's 
$3.5billion relief and .reconstruction efforts since the 2010 earthquake. The purpose of the travel to 
Guantanarno Bay, Cuba, is to tour the detention facilities and evaluate the need for them to remain open 
despite the President's 2009 Executive Orders mandating closure. 

I request the Department ofDefense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may 
be required to facj) itate this trip. The expenditure of ftmds for the payment of ac~l expenses of such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by 
military and /or commercial aircraft up to businqss class, including f01-eign flag c·am.ers when U.S. 
carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. The CODEL requests Navy liaison 
support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief Clerk, 
at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, _ -~:~~ 

~JVI"l/ 
Darren E. Issa 
Chainnan 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

Majority (20Z) ~1 
Mlnorftv (202) 226-5074 

March 16, 2010 

As you know, the Department of Defense handles the bulk of the earmarks 
intended for for-profit entities included in the annual appropriations bill(s). Much 
emphasis has been placed on the efforts of the House appropriators to ensure that 
earmarks intended for for-profit entities are competitively bid. We are interested in 
understanding the efficacy of the new language requiring "full and open competition" for 
Congressional earmarks1 and the overall acquisition process at the Department. 
Therefore, we are writing to request all information associated with the full and open 
acquisition proce.Ss utilized for the attached list of fiscal year 20 1 0 defense earmarks. 

The Department previously stated that earmarks are awarded in a manner 
consistent with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR), which implements the 
Competition in Contracting Act? Regardless, past practices and a review of contracting 
information for a subset of earmarks by Congressman Flake's staff indicate that in large 
part eannarked funds are in fact awarded to the intended for-profit entity listed in the 
earmark certification letters provided to the House Committee on Appropriations by the 
sponsor. We understand, as the Director of Defense Procurement and Acquisition Policy. 
Mr. Shay Assad, noted in response to Congressman Flake, ''that there are other legitimate 

1 See P .L. 111-118, Section 8121. 
2 Shay Assad response CHARRTS No.: HOGR-03-006. 



means of competition. "3 Indeed, the FAR contains provisions allowing for other than full 
and open competition. 

We appreciate that a one size fits all approach will not work for Defense 
Department procurement. Mr. Assad acknowledged as much in responding to 
Congressman Flake when he stated that "imposing a requirement for [earmarks] to be 
awarded using full and open competition is not appropriate.'.4 Congress, however, 
deemed full and open competition for earmarks to be the preferred manner for award. To 
help us understand how this legislative requirement is being implemented, we request 
that your office provide the Committee with all information showing that a full and open 
acquisition process was used in awarding the attached list of fiscal year 2010 defense 
earmarks, as it becomes available. If you have questions regarding this request~ please 
contact Chandler Morse in Congressman Flake's office, 202-225-2635. Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation with this request. 

Encl. 

Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely, 

Brian Bilbray 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on G 

3 Shay Assad response CHARRTS No.: HOGR-03-007. 
· 

4 Ibid. 

e 
r.guA.JLLlg Member 
Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

2 



Select FY2010 Defense Earmarks* 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process is _Requested 

Counter Air Defense Future Capabilities $2,000,000 RDTE,N Mollohan 

Ultra Low Profile EARS Gunshot Localization 
$1,200,000 ROTE, OW Moran 0/A) 

Planning Systems Inc-
inetiQ 

Body Armor Improved Ballistic Protection, 
$1,760,000 RDTE,AF Murtha KDH.Technologies 

Research and ent 
Reduced $4,000,000 ROTE, A DRS Tech 

Gulf $3,000,000 ROTE, OW 

$6,400,000 RDTE,N 

Lightweight Metal Alloy Foam for Armor $3,200,000 ROTE, A Kaptur 

Common Air Mine Countermeasures Tow Cable 2,400,000 RDTE,N Boyd ITT Corp. 

Environmentally Intelligent Moisture and 
$1,680,000 ROTE, A Rothman Hycrete, Inc. 

Corrosion Control for Concrete 
Execution of a Quality Program 

$1,200,000 ROTE, A Bishop Amethyst Technologies 
Activities 

Supe_rlattice Semiconductors for Mobile SS 
$2,800,000 ROTE, A Hinchey C9 Corporation 

and Solar .Power 

HBCU Applied Research Incubator $800,000 ROTE, N In Depth Engineering 

Large Area, APvr Materials for 
1,600,000 RDTE,AF II-VI Corporation 

h Power Devices 
Radio Personality Modules for SINCGARS Test $3,000,000 OP,A Aeroffex 
Sites 

Page 1 of 4 March 16,.2010 



Select FY201 0 Defense Earmarks* 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process is Requested 

$2,400,000 RDTE,A 

$2,000,000 RDTE, N 

$1,600,000 ROTE, A Obey 

Inter Turbine Burner for Turbo Shaft Engines $2,400,000 ROTE, A Lewis, J 

$1,600,000 RDTE,N Pingree 

$3,000,000 ROTE, OW Pelosi 

$800,000 ROTE, A Honda; Carter 

$2,400,000 ROTE, A 
Miller, George 

$2,400,000 RDTE,N 

Assessment and Reliability 
$800,000 RDTE,N 

$800,000 ROTE, A 

$1 ,000,000 ROTE, OW Gerlach 

Marine Species Mitigation $2,295,000 ROTE, N Brown {FL) 

Page2 of4 March 16, 2010 



Select FY201 0 Defense Earmarks* 
For which All Information Related to the Acquisition Process Is Requested 

Ia~±: ''"~;,,, . ·•· . • . : ~;~~~~1· -; < J.)i~,i~~-~ • ' ·~'""''''"' ·· ",;.!.i;~~~i-~ ~~"" <· >ruc-•·;~i'-. . . ,., .. ,, . .. . . ' .... , ,. . "' . . 111~~'11 . -~· ... . ~t 1~·:7-fi-::. ··:;, .. ~:-:::-~;,~~ -· :<;···>·: ):>.;:·_ ' ';-_,-:< . ': ·/.~: -~::<,' ;,~ l~h_~WJ~]i~t~{.: ·· ~~;_:< :;~:;~f~;. -: lft~v.~~ ... ~~~t~?~t :~:101r:?'Ph;•t 
Shared Vision $2,400,000 ROTE, A Latham Mechdyne Corporation 

Algal-Derived Jet Fuel for Air Force Applications $2,700,000 RDTE,AF LaTourette Phycal, LLC 

Medium Caliber Metal Parts Upgrade $3,000,000 ROTE, A Kanjorski Medico Industries, Inc. 

Hybrid Electric Heavy Truck Vehicle $1,600,000 ROTE, A Bartlett 
Volvo Powertrain of North 
Am~11w:1 

Joint Services Aircrew Mask Don/Doff lnflight 
$2,400,000 ROTE, DW Castle ILC Dover LP 

IUpgrcsd~ 
Fire Shield $3,200,000 ROTE, A Dreier Chang Industry, Inc. 
Advanced Packaging Materials for Combat 

$800,000 ROTE, A Gin grey Printpack, Inc. 
Rations 
Tactical Cogenerc:itaur 1 System $2.400,000 ROTE, A • He~stu •ij~ (WA) lnfinia 

A I u:;ii\,;Cirl Defense 
Enhanced Small Anns Protective Insert $1,600,000 RDTE,N King (NY) c-. .n.,, Inc. 

High Power Density Motor Drive $2,880,000 RDTE,N 
Murphy, Tim 

Curtiss Wright 
i(PA) 

Enhancement of Gee-location S~~t-wj ••~ $3,200,000 ROTE, OW I Pose~ Soneticom, Inc. 
Domestic Production of Nanodiamond for Military 

$1,600,000 ROTE, A Thompson (PA) NanoBlox, Inc. 
IAi .I:. .tions 
Pacific Command Renewable Energy Security 

$2,400,000 ROTE, A Abercrombie Pacific Biodiesel 
IS'I..;t-.:;r 1 ,_, 

Medical Biosurveillance and Efficiency Program $1,600,000 ROTE, A Altmire 
Process Proxy 
I Corpva e~tiuaa 

Soldier Situational Awareness Wristband $1,120,000 ROTE, A !Capuano E Ink Cor..,vtc:ibuu 
EP-3E Requirements Capability Migration 

$5,000,000 RDTE,.N Edwards {TX) 
I L-3 Communications 

IS\J ... ,...,. no hu.r;yJ<:ltiun lab I Integrated Syster 
Neural Control of External Devices I~? nno 000 •o I ROTE, A Kennedy Blackrock Mi.. .. r uo:r~!"-i no 

Page 3 of4 March 16, 2010 



Select FY201 0 Defense Earmarks* 
For which Alllnfonnation Related to the Acquisition Process is Requested 

Wounds 
Tire to Track for Light 
Vehicles 
Mold-in-Place Coating Development for the US 
Submarine Fleet 

$1,600,000 

$1,600,000 

$2,000,000 

ROTE, OW 

ROTE, A 

ROTE, A Peterson Mattracks Sales, Inc. 

ROTE, N Taylor Seeman Composites, Inc. 

*as included in the Explanatory Statement for H.R. 3326 Disclosure of Congressional Earmarks and Congressionally Directed Spending Items 
(appearing in the Congressional Record on Dec. 16, 2009; H15370-H15414) 

"*as Include in the 2010 Earmark Certification Letters made available on the House Committee on Appropriations website 

Page 4 of4 March 16, 2010 
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Soomvy of Defense 
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1400 Defense Pentagon 
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Dear ~retery Gates: 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 
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Mateb 22, 2011 

N0.4146 P. 2 

I!I.I.Wt I. CWIM~ MAII'l'IAND 
tro\kl(lHG MlltCIIli'T'I' MGio!IICn 

IDOL,HUil~IJ,. Ni'NYO•" 
CNIOL'Ik 1, MI\LotiEV, KtwVOIK 
nlloUIO~ IICI.MI!t NOII'I'Oit, 

~S'It'IC1' 0, COI.IIMW. 
CCHIIW oi.I(IJCI~, OHIO 
.IOHN F. TI!iRNIOV, MASBACft~ 
- t..O.C'I' CLAY, MlfliOUIII 
n&'HI!It '-I."'IO!llol, W.i\li!iACI«Jli£1TII 
JIM COOPER, 'iaNEI'ISBi 
ft~III.D a, CONIIO~lV, VlliiiiNIA 
Ml~f Q\JICL.D'I',IWI'IOIS 
DAIIIIIIV If- DAVI&.IW/oiOII 
IRUeE I. BIIAI.£'t,ICII'IA 
PETER ~I.CI!. V!;RMON'/ 
JOliN A. Y/ollr.IUTI1. ~KY 
CMIUSTO'"ER B. MUR"'Y,IXJNNICTICUT 
JACICIE lf'ElER. CAIJFDIIMIA 

l write in t\u'ther reference to my lettera ofFebrooy 16, 2011, alld March 21~ 2011~ authorizing 
Rep. Jason Chaffetz (RrUI)1 Cha.inrum, Subcommittee on National Security, Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operati.oos, to lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official b-usiness to Haiti and 
Guantanmno Bay, Cuba, :from March 28-19,201 l. 

Rep. John F. Tierney (D-MA) will no longer accompany the delegation; howevor, Rep. Ann 
Marie Buerkle (R~NY) will now join 1he delegation. 

Hero is 1be late&t delegation list: Reps. Chaffetz, Platts, Lynch, Quigley and Buerlcle. Staffers 
Thomas Alexander all.d Christopher Knauer will also travel with the deleption. 

I request the D~ont ofDMense to furnish such assistance, including transportation. as may 
be required to facilitaoothis tlip. 'l'he e«peuditure of funds for the payment of aotual exponscs of suc.b 
transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S .C. 11 08(g). Tl'aVOl will be conducted by 
rnilimy and /or commercial aircraft up to. bu~sss class= in.cluding foreign flag carriers wbon U.S. 
carriers are not available, and in occordanco with &use IUJ.os. The CODBL requests Navy liaison 
support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact LaUL'a :Rush, Deputy Chief Clerk, 
at (202) 226-4603. Th8'11.k you for your ssslstance in thia matter. 
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March 24, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJ AH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWNS, NEW YORK 
CAROLYN S MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY. MASSACHUSETTS 
WM. LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH, MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TEN NESSEE 
GERALD E CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY. ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE L BRALEY. IOWA 
PETER WELCH. VERMONT 
JOHN A . YARMUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER. CALIFORNIA 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is conducting an 
investigation into the appearance of impropriety related to the Defense Advanced 
Research·Projects Agency (DARPA) contract award HROOH-10-C-0068. According to 
press reports, the Director of DAR}> A, Regina Dugan~ 'haS a financial intetestin · 
RedXDefense, the company receiving the contract.1 As part of this investigation, I am 
~ting to request documents and information relating to this award. 

. . . . . . . 2 
: . Red.XDefensewas fcnmded in 2005 by Dugan and her father~ . As•I understand i4 

the company also currently employs Dugan's uncle and sister? Dugan was sworn in as 
DARPA Director on July 20, 2009, and six months later, RedXDefense was awarded a:. 
$400,000 research contract.4 In August 2010, the contract was extended.5 The 
Committee is aware of Dugan's recusal pursuant to Department of Defense ethics 
regulations, and the investigation by the DARPA General Counsel finding no impropriety 
in the award to RedXDefense. However, writer, David Wallechinsky, and Project on 
Government Oversight Spokesman, Joe Newman, raised valid concerns about Dugan's -
subordinates at the programmatic level being hesitant to not make an award to a company 
she helped found. 6 

· . 

1 Sarah Chacko, DARPA Director Has Ties to Company Receiving Agency Contract, FED. TIMES, Mat. 7, 
20 Il. : . .. ·. : >: . . . .. :. . . . ,·. . .; .. ': I. .. ; • '. • . ., •• ·, ·, . : ';. ' , ; '.. ...... . . .... ." • .r ' : . . . 
2 David Wallechinsky; Def~me Agency Awar~d. Contract to Dir~cror.'s F. cnhst:'.$ Colnpaf,ly, ALLGOV ,COM, 
Mar. 2, 2011. · 
3 /d., .... 
4 /d.' ' J 

. .. .. 'j• _l' .' 

5j£ . ' :: ·::-.•:, .. '', ~ : . . ' .·' 
6 Id; Nick Farrell, DARPA Boss GC1Ve RrM~arch M~nef to.V~d,'TEcifEYB.NEt, Mar. 7;'201 i; J6bn T. 
Bennett, GovernmenJ Agimey Under Fire for Contract, to Director's.Ex-Fit-m, T}:IE HILI: NEWS, Mar; 6, 
2011. ''·· • ;, I .. ·. 

· .. . 
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There are also reports that Dugan continues to own stock in RedXDefense valued 
at more than $15,000.7 Transparency organizations point out that "her continued 
ownership of $15,000 or more in Red.XDefense stock creates the potential for the 
appearance of a conflict ofinterest."8 These organizations use former Deputy Secretary 
of Defense Gordon England's General Dynamics stock sale to illustrate the precedent for 
Dugan divesting herself of stock in RedXDefense upon her return to public service.9 

This Committee takes potential conflicts of interest and even the appearance of 
impropriety in government contracting very seriously. 

The Committee requests that DARPA produce the following documents, in 
electronic format, for the time period July 1, 2009 to the present: 

1. All documents and commurucati6hs relating to RedXDefense's current or 
prospective contracts with DARPA. 

2. All documents and communications between Director Dugan and any 
DARPA employee or other Department of Defense employee concerning 
RedXDefense. 

3. All documents and communications between the contracting officer(s) on 
award HROOll-10-C-0068 or solicitation DARPA-BAA-09-31, Dugan, or 
any other DARPA employee relating to RedXDefense. 

4. All documents and communications between Robert Leheny and any other 
government official or employee regarding RedXDefense. 

5. All documents and communications in the contract file for award 
HROOII-10-C-0068 or solicitation DARPA-BAA-09-31. 

6. All documents and communications supporting the DARPA General 
Counsel's finding of no wrongdoing on the RedXDefense contract and any 
documentation memorializing the General Counsel's conclusion(s). 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
conunittee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any 
matter" as set forth in House Rule X. An attachment to this letter provides additional 
information about responding to the Committee's request 

7 
Noah Shachtman & Spencer Ackerman, DARPA Chief Owns Stock in DARPA Contractor, WIRED 

MAGAZINE, Mar. 7, 2011. 
8/d. 
9/d. 
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We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 5:00p.m. on April6, 2011. When producing documents to the 
Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the 
Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in 
electronic fonnat. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Ashley Callen or 
Steve Castor of the Committee Staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your attention to 
this matter. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 



DARRELL E. ISSA, CALIFORNIA 

CHAIRMAN 

EUJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
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Responding to Committee Document Requests 

1. In complying with this request. you should produce all responsive documents that are 
in your possession, custody, or control; whether held by you or your past or present 
agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also 
produce documents that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy 
or to which you have access, as well as documents that you have placed in the 
temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party.·. Requested records, 
documents, data or infonnation should not be destroyed, modified, removed, 
transferred or othernrise inade inaccessible to the Committee. 

2. In the event that any entity, organization or individuaJ denoted in this request has 
been, or is also known by any other name than that herein denoted. the request shall 
be read also to include that alternative identification. 

3. The Committee's preference is to receive documents in electronic fonn (i.e., CD, 
memory stick, or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions. 

4. Documents produced in electronic format should also be organized, identified, and 
indexed electronically. · · 

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following 
standards: 

(a) The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File ("TIF"), tiles 
accernpanied by a Concordance-fonnat load file, an Opticon reference file, and a 
file defining the fields and character lengths of the load file. 

(b) Document numbers in the load file should match document Bates numbers and 
TIF file names. 

(c) If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions, 
field names and file order in all load files should match. 

1 
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6. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describingthe 
contents of the production. To the extent more than one CD, hard drive, memory 
stick, thumb drive, box or folder is produced, each CD. hard drive, memory stick, 
thumb drive, box or folder should contain an index describing its contents. 

7. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with 
copies of file labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were associated 
when they were requested. 

8. When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph in the Committee's 
· request to which the documents respond. 

9. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that any other p·erson or entity 
also possesses non-identical or identicat copies of the same documents. 

10. If any of the requested information is onli reasonably available in machine-readable 
form (such as on a computer server, hard drive, or c·omputer backup tape)~ you should 
consult with the Committee staff to determine the appropriate format in which to 
produce the information. -

11. If compliance with the request cannot be made in full, compliance shaH be made to 
the extent possible and shall include an explanation of why full compliance is not 
·possible. · 

12. In the·.event that a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, provide a privilege 
log containing the following infonnation concerning any such document: (a) the 
privilege. asserted; (b) the type of doci.nnent~ (c) the .general subject matter; (d) the 
date, author and addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to 
each other. 

13. If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession, 
custody, or control, identify the document (stating its date, author, subject and 
recipients) and explain the circumstances under which the docurilent ceased to be in 
your possession, custody. or control. 

14. If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a doc~ent is 
inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail i~ known to you or is 
otherwise apparent from the context of the request, you should produce aU documents 
which would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

15. The time period covered by this request is included in the attached request. To the 
extent a time period is not specified, produce relevant documents from January 1, 
2009 to the pre sent 

16. This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information. 
Any record~ document, compilation of data or information, not produced because it 
has not been located or discovered by the return date, shall be produced immediately 
upon subsequent location or discovery. 

2 



17. All documents shall be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially. 

18. Two sets of documents shaH be delivered, one set to the MajoritY Staff and one set to 
the Minority Staff. When documents are produced to the Committee, production sets 
shall be delivered to the Majority Staff in Room 2157of the Rayburn House Office 
Building and the Minority Staff in Room 24 71 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

19. Upon completion of the document production, you should submit a written 
certification, signed by you or your counsel, stating that: ( 1) a diligent search has 
been completed of all documents in your possession, custody, or control which 
reasonably could contain responsive documents; and (2) all documents located during 
the search that are responsive have been produced to the Committee. 

Definitions 

1. The tenn ,document" means any \\rTitten, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including~ but 
not limited to, the follo'-'ting: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals, 
instructions, financial reports, working papers, records, note~ letters, notices, 
confirmations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, 
prospectuses, inter-office and intra·office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), 
contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation, telephone call, meeting or 
other communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts, teletyp~ 
invoices, trans~ripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bi!Js, accounts~·· 
estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press releases, 
circulars, fmancial statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies arid investigations, 
questionnaires· and surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, preliminary versions, · 
alterations, modifications, revisions, changes, and amendments of any of the 
foregoing, as well as any attachments or appendices thereto), and gi-aphic or oral 
records or representations of any kind (including without limitation, photographs, 
charts, graphst microfiche, microfilm, videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and 
electronic, mechanical, and electric records or representations of any kind (including, 
without limitation, tapes3 cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, . 
typed, or other graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced or 
reproduced, arid whether preserved in writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A document bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to be 
considered a separate document. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document 
within the meaning of this term. 

2. The term "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange 
of infonnation, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by document or 
otherwise, and whether in a meeting, by telephone, facsimile, email, regular mail, 
telexes, releases, or otherwise. 

3. The terms "and" and "or" shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or 
disjunctively to bring withill the scope of this request any information which might 
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otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. The singular inc\udes plural number, 
and vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

4. The terms "person" or "persons" mean natural persons, firms, partnerships, 
associations, corporations, subsidiaries, divisions, departments, joint ventures, 
proprietorships, syndicates, or other legal, business or government ~ties, and all 
subsidiaries~ affiliates, divisions, departments., branches, or other. units thereof. 

5. The term "identify," when used in a question about individuals, means to provide the 
following infonnation: (a) the individual's complete name and title; and (b) the 
individual's business address and phone number. 

6. The term "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means anything 
that constitutes, contains. embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or 
is pertinent to thclt subject in any manner whatsoever. 

·.-...... _ ' • --- ~ -- - -~ --- -.... - ........... 
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The Honorable Robert M. Gate$ 
Se(roetary 
U.S. Department o:Dcfense 
1400 Defen$0 Pentagon 
Wash.ington, DC 20301·1400 

Dear ;s~ .. tary GuttS: .. . .. . :, . 

M~O'II\' I~)U;,.a;)l)· 
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Ma.'Ch 25,2010 

.... . .. ·. . . . .. . •' . 

, ,: :l:)~~•ftrst full aax in office. . .Pr.~idetit:Qbli<~li m~iaim~Jtis 1\<lnJ.i~istiai.i~.l's .. 
~~nn1irment tq. operi.11iss nitd .rians.p~ncy by Sisni,n& a m~:inoranUUm· rJw ursed the 
i~ul·~en'-lies·t& adop( a presun1ption in favor of disc]osurc in rc~'JIOnSt: to Fre:dom of 
Information Act (r01A) requests. The Freedom of lnfonnation Act grants the public 
access to federnl Agc::ucy n::coids unless the requested infonnation is prC~tect~ hy any of 
r)\nc :.:xcmptioni or tlucc exclusions. '1\ .. ·o ~cent audits demonstrate chat che agmdcs 
have failed to implement the President's fir.!t-dny.FOIA guidon<>< to •uch an•x1011t that 
we i1Tt wnccmcd the records and information of the federaJ go\'emmcm arc no more. and 
pOSsibly less, available to (he puhlic ilion they were during previous administrations. 

President Obarna promised tax payees ''a new era of openness in ow co\mlry~· 'md 
a p~idency bUilt on ·~patency a~d tnt r~,;.~e t:~t'laV.-... 1 T~ lhat ettd, on Jruturu:y 21, 
2009, President Obatl'l.l issu4:d new guidf::JCc- cr. FOTA, Y.n a memor'tm(hlm to the heads 
of executive. depurtrnent.s tmU ag~nci~s. The PKsidrnt sUshxl thttt "all agencies should 
adopt a presumption in favor of discto~'we. io order to renew their commitment to tbc 
principles embodied in FOL.:\.. and to ushc:r in a ~w -era of Opctl Oo\·c;J1"JJDent. ''2 

Additionally. ageJ~.cics were instructed that ''[nloudisclosur~ shquld never bt: base:~ oo an . . . . . . 
· ... . · .. : 

. . ... . : · . . ~ : ; . · .. ·.: . . ··.: · ; ·· ····· . : . · ·.· 
: . . .. . •' ·: · ·. . ~·.; · . · :· .. ; ·' :.· · .. · . . ::, .. .. •t ·t .. ·•· .. •.·.:.: .. ·: :· :. : · .: . · ..• 

:~Nt;.~oru,:fowM,~ 'ccfmtl!WI'O(J-~· ObttMU .O.i\;s c)hit.s.guide!ir./:3, · ·'··:· · .. . : ... , .. : · ::: . , :. · 
htLR·/lwww.cn~ .. coml200~POL:TICSiO~~~"'tle.sgndtx·ltlq>t J~t vis~ Mar~h n, 291.~}:> . 
2 Mecncnndwn fO( Hco'ds ofBx(cuti\'iS Depathnt-111s M)d·Asencie(\ frosidtnt Ffe.Wom'of'tnfomuJJion A-.·1, 
JN'IU."f'Y. 21, 20U5!. a\'al!abl( at bttp:l.twww.w-l•it.:h~~Sot.gow'th.e _JlreSS _ offteelf'NedomafhforrnationAcl/ . . . . : 
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effort to protect the personal interests of Government officials at the expense of those 
they are supposed to serve. " 1 

As directed by President Obarna, on March 19, 2009, Attorney General Holder 
issued a memorandum to the heads of executive departments and agencies to 
"underscore" the President's FOIA commitment and ''ensure" that it was realized in 
practice? The memorandum stressed two points: 1) an agency should not withhold 
information simply because it may do so legally; and 2) whenever an agency determines 
that it cannot make full disclosure of a requested record, it must consider whether it can 
make partial disclosure.3 Additionally, presumably to discourage FOIA denials, the 
Attorney General limited the Department of Justice's defense of FOIA denials to those 
that 1) the department reasonably foresees that disclosure would harm an interest 
protected by one of the statutory exemptions, or 2) disclosure is prohibited by law.4 

Despite these memoranda stressing the importance of openness and transparency, 
an audit by the National Security Archive, an open-government project at George 
Washington University, found that only four agencies have increased the release of 
information and decreased denials under FOIA, the majority of agencies have not 
responded to either the Obama or Holder memos with concrete changes in their FOIA 
practices, and ancient requests still persist in the FOIA system.5 Additionally, despite 
receiving 48,686 fewer FOIA requests in the past fiscal year than in 2008, the number of 
rejections rose by 154,189.6 In direct opposition to Obarna's memorandum, the use of 
FOIA exception 5, which more than any other exemption protects the personal interests 
ofGovernment officials, has risen, from 47,395 in fiscal year 2008 to 70,779 in the past 
fiscal year. 7 

During a March 18, 2010 Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census, and 
National Archives hearing on current trends in the administration ofFOIA, several 
witnesses expressed frustration with the current climate surrounding FOIA. One witness, 
a director of a FOIA litigation group, testified that he has observed no improvement since 
President Obarna signed the January 21, 2010 FOIA memorandum: '"We [are] unable to 
discern any real difference between the manner in which the disputed information was 
handled first under the Bush policy, and later under the Obama policy."8 

I /d 
2 Memorandum for Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies, Attorney General, Freedom of 
Information Act, March 19,2009. 
3/d 
4/d 
5 SlUlSbine and Shadows: The Clear Obama Message for Freedom oflnfonnation Meets Mixed Results, 
The National Security Archive, George Washington University, March 15, 2010, available at 
http:/ /www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NSAEBB/NSAEBB308/20 I OFOIAAudit.pdf 
6 Gastongazette.com, Promises of openness are yet unfulfilled, 
http://www .gastongazette.com/articles/openness-45091-promises-span. htm I (last visited March 22, 201 0). 
7 Sharon Theimer, Promises, Promises: Is Gov't More Open with Obama? Assoc. PRESS, Mar. 16,2010. 
8 Written Testimony of Electronic Frontier Foundation Senior Counsel David Sobel, prepared for the H. 
Oversight and Gov't Reform Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census, and National Archives hearing 
on "Administration ofthe Freedom oflnformation Act: Current Trends," Mar. 18,2010. 
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Another witness, representing perhaps the most active FOIA requestor and 
litigator operating today, stated plainly "The Obama administration is Jess transparent 
than the Bush administration. "9 

So that we may better understand the failure of the federal agencies to implement 
the directives of the White House and Justice Department, and to facilitate openness and 
transparency in the future, we request the fol1owing documents: 

1. Your agency's complete FOIA log, including the identity of each party that 
requested records and/or information~ the date the request was received, the 
date the request was fulfilled~ whether the request was rejected, and if so, what 
exemption or exclusion was cited. 

2. A complete explanation for each full or partial FOIA rejection since January 
21 , 2009. 

3. All records and communications referring or relating to a full or partial FOIA 
rejection since January 21,2009. 

4. All records and communications referring or relating to the implementation of 
President Obama's January 21,2009, memorandum on the Freedom of 
Information Act and/or Attorney General Eric Holder~s memorandum of 
March 19, 2009, on the Freedom of Information Act. 

We respectfully request that you provide the requested information no later than 
Monday, April26, 2010. Please note that, for purposes of responding to this request, the 
terms "records," "communications/' and "referring or relating" should be interpreted 
consistently with the attached Definitions of Terms. 

lbe Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the main investigative 
committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Pursuant to House Rule X, it has 
authority to investigate the subjects within the Committee's legislative jurisdiction as 
well as "any matter" within the jurisdiction of the other standing House Committees. 
This broad jurisdiction includes the oversight of Executive Branch operations and 
administrative functions. 

9 Written Testimony of Judicial Watch President Tom Fitton, prepared for the H. Oversight and Gov't 
Reform Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census, and National Archives hearing on "Administration 
of the Freedom oflnformation Act: Current Trends, " Mar. 18, 20 I 0. 
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If you have any questions or comments please contact Marvin Kaplan or Jonathan 
Skladany of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074. 

Patrick McHen 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Information Policy, 
Census, and National Archives 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform 
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Defmitioos of Terms 

I. The term "record H means any written, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, 
but not limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, 
manuals, instructions, financial reports, working papers, records notes, letters, 
notices, confirmations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, 
newspapers, prospectuses, interoffice and intra office commurucations, electronic 
mail (e-mail), contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation, telephone 
call, meeting or other communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer 
printouts, teletypes, invoices, transcripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, 
minutes, bilJs, accounts, estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, 
correspondence, press releases, circulars, financial statements, reviews, opinions, 
offers, studies and investigations, questionnaires and surveys, and work sheets 
(and all drafts, pre1iminary versions, alterations, modifications, revisions, 
changes, and amendments of any of the foregoing, as well as any attachments or 
appendices thereto), and graphic or oral records or representations of any kind 
(including without limitation, photographs, charts, graphs, microfiche, microfilm, 
videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and electronic, mechanical, and 
electric records or representations of any kind (including, without limitation, 
tapes, cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, typed, or other 
graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced or 
reproduced, and whether preserved in writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A record bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to be 
considered a separate record. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate record 
within the meaning of this term. 

2. The term "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or 
exchange of information, regardless of means utilized, whether oral, electronic, by 
document or otherwise, and whether face-to-face, in a meeting, by telephone, 
mail, telexes, discussions, releases, personal delivery, or otherwise. 

3. The terms "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means 
anything that constitutes, contains, embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, 
deals with or is in any manner whatsoever pertinent to that subject. 
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The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is conducting oversight of 
agency operations in the absence of appropriations. While the Majority has made clear it 
does not want .a goyemmentshutdown, the: potenti~ failur~. of. the President and Congress 
to' reach an:agreemeiit on funding forthe lemaindeJt of the. current fiscal year requires the 
Committee ensure· the executive branch it has effective contingency plans in place. Such 
review is important in the event of a shutdown. 

As part of this oversigh4 I am writing to reque~ the agency produce the following 
docwnents and information related to i~, shutdownplan as.required by Sectiop. l24 of 3 . '. . . ' . . . . 
Circular.··No. A-11:,. ; ~;. ·:: . . , ; .. · .. _ . . .. , . . . · . . . · · 

• • • • • • ~~ • 0 • 

. -,·, 

( 1) the list of agency acti~ities and fun~tl~ns ~twill continue ··d.uring a'l~~se 
in appropriations because they qualify as exceptions to the Antideficiency 
Act restrictions; 

(2) the list of employees who will be retained during a lapse in appropriations 
organized by administrative subdivision, occupational category, functional 
classification, and location. 

(3) the agency plan for communicating information to its employees. 

The Committ~e on Ove~sight-and Gove~ent ,Reform is theprincip;;.t'oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any 
matter" as set forth in House Rule X. An. attachment to this letter provides additional 
information about resp~ndingto the Co~itt~e's request. •. ·· , .- · ·.: ·. _.· '! .• - :, 
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We request that you provide the requested docwnents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 1 p.m. on Monday, April II, 2011. When producing 
documents to the Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in 
Room 2157 of the Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 
of the Rayburn House Office Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all 
documents in electronic format. 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Jennifer Hemingway 
or Tabetha Mueller of the Committee Staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 
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CHAIRMAN 
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COMMITIEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAYBURN HousE OFFICE BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515--6143 

Majority (202) 225-5074 
Minority !202) 22!H051 

Responding to Committee Document Requests 

1. In complying with this request, you should produce all responsive documents that are 
in your possession, custody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present 
agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also 
produce documents that you have a legal right to obtain, that you have a right to copy 
or to which you have access, as well as documents that you have placed in the 
temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party. Requested records, 
documents, data or information should not be destroyed, modified, removed, 
transferred or otherwise made inaccessible to the Committee. 

2. In the event that any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has 
been, or is also known by any other name than that herein denoted, the request shall 
be read also to include that alternative identification. 

3. The Committee's preference is to receive documents in electronic fonn (i.e., CD, 
memory stick. or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions. 

4. Documents produced in electronic format should a1so be organized, identified, and 
indexed electronically. 

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according to the following 
standards: 

(a) The production should consist of single page Tagged Image File ("TIF"), files 
accompanied by a Concordance-fonnat load file, an Opticon reference file, and a 
file defining the fields and character lengths of the load file. 

(b) Document numbers in the Joad file should match document Bates nwnbers and 
TIF file names. 

(c) If the production is completed through a series of multiple partial productions, 
field names and file order in all load file,s should match. 
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6. Documents produced to the Committee should include an index describing the 
contents of the production. To the extent more than one CDt hard drive, memory 
stick, thumb drive, box or folder is produced, each CD, hard drive, memory stick, 
thumb drive, box or folder shoul.d contain an index describing its contents. 

7. Documents produced in response to this request shall be produced together with 
copies of file labels, dividers or identifying markers with which they were asSociated 
when they were requested. 

8. When you produce documents, you should identify the paragraph in the Committee's 
request to which the documents respond. 

9. It shaH not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that any other person or entity 
also possesses non-identical or identical copies of the same documents. 

10. If any of the requested information is only reasonably available in machine-readable 
fonn (such as on a computer server, hard drive, or computer backup tape), you should 
consult with the Committee staff to determine the appropriate format in which to 
produce the information. · 

11. If compliance with the request cannot be made in full, compliance shall be made to 
the extent possible and sh~ll include an explanation of why full compliance is not 
possible. 

12. In the event that a document is withheld on the basis of privilege, provide a privilege 
Jog containing the following information concerning any such document: (a) the 
privilege asserted; (b) the type of docwnent; (c) the general subject matter; (d) the 
date, author and addressee; and (e) the relationship of the author and addressee to 
each other. 

13. If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession, 
custody, or control, identify the document (stating its date, author, subject and 
recipients) and explain the circumstances under which the document ceased to be in 
your possession, custody, or control. 

14. If a date or other descriptive detail set forth in this request referring to a document is 
inaccurate, but the actual date or other descriptive detail is known to you or is 
otherwise apparent from the context of the request, you should produce all documents 
which would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

15. The time period covered by this request is included in the attached request. To the 
extent a time period is not specified, produce relevant documents from January 1, 
2009 to the present. 

1 6. This request is continuing in nature and applies to any newly-discovered information. 
Any record, document, compilation of data or information, not produced because it 
has not been )ocated or discovered by the return date, shall be produced immediately 
upon subsequent location or discovery. 
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17. All documents shall be Bates-stamped sequentially and produced sequentially. 

18. Two sets of documents shaH be delivered, one set to the Majority Staff and one set to 
the Minority Staff. When documents are produced to the Committee, production sets 
shall be delivered to the Majority Staff in Room 2157ofthe Rayburn House Office 
Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

19. Upon completion of the document production, you should submit a written 
certification, signed by you or your counsel, stating that: (1) a di1igent search has 
been completed of a] I documents in your possession, custody, or control which 
reasonably could contain responsive documents; and (2) all documents located during 
the search that are responsive have been produced to the Committee. 

Definitions 

1. The term "document" means any written, recorded, ot graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoever, regardless of how recorded, and whether original or copy, including, but 
not limited to, the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports, books, manuals, 
instructions, financial reports, working papers, records, notes, letters, notices, 
confirmations, telegrams, receipts, appraisals, pamphlets, magazines, newspapers, 
prospectuses, inter-office and intra-office communications, electronic mail (e-mail), 
contracts, cables, notations of any type of conversation, telephone call, meeting or 
other communication, bulletins, printed matter, computer printouts, teletypes, 
invoices, transcripts, diaries, analyses, returns, summaries, minutes, bills, accounts, 
estimates, projections, comparisons, messages, correspondence, press releases, 
circulars, financial statements, reviews, opinions, offers, studies and investigations, 
questionnaires and surveys, and work sheets (and al1 drafts, preliminary versions, 
alterations) modifications, revisions, changes, and amendments of any of the 
foregoing, as well as any attaclunents or appendices thereto), and graphic or oral 
records or representations of any kind (including without limitation, photographs, 
charts} graphs, microfiche, microfilm, videotape, recordings and motion pictures), and 
electronic, mechanical, and electric records or representations of any kind (inCluding, 
without limitation, tapes, cassettes, disks, and recordings) and other written, printed, 
typed, or other graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nature, however produced or 
reproduced, and whether preserved in writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A document bearing any notation not a part of the original text is to be 
considered a separate document. A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document 
within the meaning of this tenn. 

2. The term "communication" means each manner or means of disclosure or exchange 
of information, regardless of means utilized, whether ora1, electronic, by document or 
otherwise, and whether in a meeting, by telephone, facsimiJe, emaiJ, regular mail, 
telexes, releases, or otherwise. 

3. The tenns "and" and "or" shall be construed broadly and either conjunctively or 
disjunctively to bring within the scope of this request any information which might 
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otherwise be construed to be outside its scope. The singular includes plural nwnber, 
and vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

4. The terms "person" or "persons" mean natural persons, firms, partnerships, 
associations, corporations, subsidiaries, divisions, departments, joint ventures, 
proprietorships, syndicates, or other legal, business or government entities, and all 
subsidiaries, affiliates, divisions, departments, branches, or other units thereof. 

5. The term "identify," when used in a question about individuals, means to provide the 
fo1Jowing infonnation: (a) the individual's complete name and title; and (b) the 
individual's business address and phone number. 

6. The tenn "referring or relating," with respect to any given subject, means anything 
that constitutes, contains~ embodies, reflects, identifies, states, refers to, deals with or 
is pertinent to that subject in any manner whatsoever. 

/ 

4 



OAI22;aLe 19:42 ll.:.f<~ 

llr11ti.!Jl'I!SS nf lf,e tltnitt[l ~tatt11 
ll!ss4inglatt, 11111: 211515 

The Honorable Robcn M. Gates 
Secrelary 
U.S. Departm.enl of Defense 
1400 Def.,.e Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Oates: 

April22, 2010 

~AGE 92t llS 

We have united with !.l'l'loll business, minority interest groups, and fuleral 
conii'IICCO!ll in opposmon to the implementation ofrresidwt Obama's Fdlruwy 11, 2009 
exocutive order, E.O. lSSOi, e.aoouraging federalageneios to consider tbe usc: of a project 
labor.lg<ccrotlll (PLA) on large sc•lc conslruction projedS, where the total cost to th< 
GoV<r1lD!ent is $25 million or muro.' Despi<e promises of gteatet dfici""'Y and lnbor 
pea.ct\ ample evidc·oce shows d1at !'>LAs do JlOt promote ef:fi1;iency 01: Jabor peace and Ol1; 
discriminatozy, \\'OSidu.l, and antieom!"''iti•"'· This AdrniDiSilation has ch<>sen to adopt • 
final rulelo reward its unloa allie• a1 the expense of jobs. We have instlUoted ow otaffo 
10 conduotllltWlingful oversight into .U PLAs on t.rge scale federal COQ<Itllction projects 
to evaluate the value and oost of tbese !'<(>~to tlte Amuican taxpayer. 

Project LA!xJ, Agreements l>o NOT homote Efficiency 

PLAs use uniform colleelive bargainlng agreenJeDL$ that covet all crafts "" a 
constnlc.tion project · setting woTk scbedules, hours, payment ammgemeots, grievance 
p~oeihrccs, and other tmns and conditions of employment. These uoifnrm oontraels 
limit both employee or.d cmployor choice and innovation. Emp!oytts have no choice in 
rep-esentalion. Con!!8I:IOJs and subl:ontraetcrs me foroed to accept the PLA conditiODS. 
eliminating any chance of effic.ioncy through innova1ion aDd fotcing many employers to 
overhauJ lhcir ~tur~ to acoommodace the ocw ro:tllir«=ments. 

Proj<t;/ Labor A/l1'wn•nt.s Do NOT Promo<e lnd11.strial Peace 

There is no evid"""" that PLAs are more sucoe.ssful than ttaditi.onal contracis at 
s~uriog indumi.al J><O<C. A re<;<nt study hy che Beaoon HJU Institllte found that the Bush 
Administration ini1iated 57,287 constructi0!1 P"'iec!S worlb $25 million or more without 
• >lingle PLA.' None oflhesa projects suft'e<ed from labor strife, slowdo"ns, ~r 

' l.cti:M lh:ua Rip. DamU tua, brl.lC:h"~C Member, R Corntn. em 0Vtt.si91C nod Gov'l Rofo.r:n tO Soptni~ 
Rada. Fl0\4-ers, General Servk.ts AdroiniMralion; SCJll. 23> 2009. 
l Davi! G. Tlwltth. $atah Gb$m~,~ and hal '8-.chm.llo. p,o;·•a L4bor A,ft~l»> Pt.tkra.' 
CoMSvvt:1iMhojtc't$.' A CoollySoltJ/lcm btSt0"C'h uf a Prob!sm. ThcB~D \lll11nsti1Uta, A'Q£. lr,o,, at 
5. 



' 

04/22/2010 18:42 53974 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
April 22, 201 0 
Page 2 of4 

OGRR PAGE 03/El5 

significant cost ovemms. 3 Clearly, PLAs and their grievance provisions are not 
necessary to ensure industrial peace on federal projects. 

Project Labor Agreements are Wasteful 

It is estimated that PLAs increase the costs of projects by between 20 and 26 
percent. 4 IfPLAs had been used on all federal construction projects financed by the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, assuming PLA agreements increase project 
costs by 20 percent, the federal government would have spent $131 bi11ion on work that 
could have been done for $109 billion without the PLA. s This labor windfall will cost 
the American taxpayer billions of doHars and innumerable jobs. 

Project Labor Agreementg are Anticompetltive. 

In 2001, approximately 80 percent of all construction workers were not affiliated 
with a Union organization, and 75 percent of all construction projects nationwide were 
completed with non-union labor. To avoid the difficulties inherent in PLA~ many 
employers who are capable of managing and completing large projects choose not to bid 
on construction projects covered by a PLA. This tesponse reduces competitive bidding 
and quality of workers. The 1995 study of the Buffalo Roswell Park project estimated 
that a PLA reduced total bidders by 30 percent 6 All federal contracts should be open to 
competitive bidding without PLAs to ensure best value and quality of work. 

Project Labor Agreements are Discriminatory 

The undcrrepresentation of minorities in unions, and the lack of non~ union 
contractor bidding on construction projects covered by PLAs, act as barriers for minority 
workers and contractors. In 2008, approximately 73 percent of union members were 
white, 13 .percent were African-American, four percent :were Asian, and II percent were 
Hisp~c. Further, 98 percent of black construction workers and construction companies 
are non·Wlion. 8 The National Black Chamber of Commerce, Women Construction 
Owners & Executives USA, Bay Area Black Contractors Association, Latin Builders 

3 /d. 
4 Paul Bachman and David G. Tuerck. "Project Labor Agreements and Public Construction Costs in New 
Yorlc: State." Beacon HiU Institute at Suffolk University, 2006. Association of Builders and Conttaaors to 
Hany Robinson, Apr. 6, 1995 available at bup://opem:ontracting.com/studiesljldfs/Letters.pdf; Pmest and 
Younge., Erie County Courthouse Construction ~ects, Sept. 10,2001, available at 
http://opencontracting.com/.studieslpdfs/Erie.pdf. 
5 Elise M Carlin, The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of2009 and Its Impact on Federal 
Construction Contracting, Feb. 18, 2009, available at 
bttp://federalconstructioo.phslegal.comltagslamerican-recovery-and-reinvest/. 
6 Ernest and Younge, Erie County Courthouse Construction Projects, Sept. 10, 200 I, available at 
ht1p:l/opencontncting.comfstudiesfpdfs/Erie.pdt: 
7 Household Data Annual Averages, available at bttp:/lwww.bls.gov/cps/cosaat40.pdf. 
1 Th~ Games They Play on Blacks, National Black Chamber of Commerce, available at 
htm://www.oationalbcc.org/"mdex.pbp?ootion=com cmttent&vicw=article&id=:?52:the:games..they=pfay
on-blacJcs&caticP63:beyond-the-rbetoric&ltemid-8. 
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Association Inc., United States Pan-Asian-American Chamber of Commerce, American 
Asian Contractors Association, and National Association of Women Business Owners 
recognize that these disparities ensure that small and minority businesses are not able to 
compete on PLAs. 9 

. 

Despite significant opposition from small business, federal contractors and 
minority interest groups, on April13, 2010, the Federal Acquisition Regulation Council 
amended the Federal Acquisition Regulation to implement President Obama's February 
11,2009 executive order, E.O. 13502. The fmal rule: 

• Encourages agency planners to consider use ofPLAs early in the acquisition 
process; 

PAGE 04/05 

• CJarifies that if an agency decides to use a PLA on a particular project, then the 
contractor must-submit an executed PLA, meaning that a contractor can no longer 
merely bargain in good faith; 

• Provides a non-exhaustive list of factors agencies may consider when deciding, on 
a case-by-case basis, whether to use a PLA~ 

• Allows agencies to either dictate the terms and conditions of the PLA or solicit a 
PLA from offerors; 

• Requires PLAs to bind all contractors and subcontractors engaged in construction 
on the construction project to comply with the PLA; 

• Requires PLAs to set forth mutually binding procedures for resolving labor 
disputes arising during the tenn of the PLA; and 

• Requires contractor to provide a copy of the PLA to the contracting agency. 10 

In light of the leeway granted to agencies in the use, procedure, and tenns of 
PLAs on large scale federal construction projects and the waste, discrimination, and 
anticompetitive elements of PLAs, we have instructed our staffs to monitor all large scale 
federal construction project that use a PLA very closely. In the event that your agency 
chooses to use a PLA on a large scale federal construction project, we would anticipate 
sending a letter requesting detailed docwnentation covering all levels of the decision 
making process and implementation. 

9 Union-Only PLAs Discriminate, Put Freedom to Work, available at 
htm://opencoptracting.com/'mfo/index.cfin'?oage"' 5. 
10 75 FR 19168-19179, available at !me:l/frweb&ate6.a.ccess.gpo.gov/cei· 
bin!PDFpte.cgi?W AISdociD:=344120 J41976+0+2+0&WA1Saction=retrieve. 
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To assist the Committees in developing a better understanding ofyour agency's 
position on this rulemaking and to facilitate future investigations, please provide the 
following information and documents: 

I. Produce any guidance memorandums or other documents prepared by agency 
officials relating to this rulemaking, the implementation of a PLA, or any other 
docwnent relating to the agency's contemplation of implementing a PLA. 

PAGE 135/05 

2. Identify all large scale construction projects on which the agency is considering 
the use of a PLA. Provide the location and nature of the construction project, the 
source of financin& identity of the unions and contractors involved, and the 
expected cost. 

3. Should your agency use a PLA on a large scale construction project) we may 
request that you brief our staffs about the decision~making process, the mechanics 
of implementation, and tenns of the PLA. To facilitate the Committees' oversight 
work in 'this area, please identify a staff contact with subject matter expertise on 
PLAs to serve as a liaison between the agency and our Committees. 

4. Please provide any and all documents and communications with persons, groups~ 
or organizations outside the agency regarding the use ofPLAs~ and identify any 
policy decision(s) or programmatic requirement(s) made or included (for 
example, apprenticeship requirements) based on consultation with these parties. 

We request that you provide the information by May 6, 2010. If you have any 
questions or comments please contact Marvin Kaplan or Steve Castor of the Oversight 
Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 or Loren Sweatt of the Education and Labor 
Committee staff at (202) 225-7101. 

arrell Issa 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and 
Govenunent Reform 

Sincerely, 

cc: Chairman Edclphus Towns, Chairman 

Kline 
·or Republican Member 

Committee on Education 
and Labor 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
Chairman George Miller, Chairman 

Committee on Education and Labor 
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I write to reque3t that you provide this Commluoc with importlllll d"""""""' and 
l"lt>'l ftndlng.s which will allow us 10 •wroprialcly ovetsee the A<lmini<lration:s 
antiterrorism dfolls. 

Oft Mareh 23, the Committee's National Secmity and ForeigoAffait$ 
subc<>mmitte.! held an OVCI'$ight hearing tbat fooused on the Admini<1nli<>n's succes.ful 
us~ ofU,;manned Aerial Syst:ms {UAS) to albek tcrrorls18. Allbougl) I cotnmcnd the 
Administtation fur aggressivoly taking 1he flghtiO the coo:my in 11tis rnanner, 1......, 
concerned 10 learn from the e><.pe<t testimony that the Adminiw&Don had not clearly 
art;,.,dared rlt.elegal basis upon which drone slriltes are oondu<.1ed or otben>.i~ declared 
tho;t the s1rik<:.S oooform wifh IJ.S. and in..,.,.monallaw. 

Two doys foll<>wing the h=iag. the Administration lllok steps 10 ameliorate the 
OO!ICelll3 expressed. Or> Milich 25, &.old Hongju Kcll, the Oepa.rtmmt ofStalO's U.gal 
Advisor, anz>ounced ir. a widely heralded speech io W.,hingfoo that "it is die <<>nsidel<'.d 
.;...,. of11tis Administlalion ... that lethal opecations coo<!ucled willt the use of 
\lllll>aruled aerial vehicles, comply "ith all applicable law, iru:Joding the Jaws ofwaz." 

Bt:CBU$C it came: so aoon after the isouc: was rai.sN at our subcoonmi;tee heulng,.l 
am pleued with this explicit and official declaration. Now individuals opClllling drones 
at the behe.~ of the U.S. government can coo.timtC 10 'fight lbo memy witbollt fcoring 
tromped up alltSBtiona of illegality w impropriety l<>dged i:ry tho"' wbo desire t<> <W:10il 
or otltcrwise inhibit our nation's antilmOrist efforts. 

Ae<:O>'dillg to Tire New York Times, h<lwever. dispute< remain between. the 
departments of JUBtiee, Stll<e, and Defense about other legal aspects of the 
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Administration's anti-terrorism policies. One disagreement apparently surrounds the type 
of terrorist activity which warrants indefinite detention by the United States without trial. 
Mr. Koh reportedly has written a memorandum suggesting that if an individual has only 
what is considered an indirect cormection to terrorism, indefmite detention of this 
individual should not be permissible. Apparently, Jeh C. Johnson, the Defense 
Department's General Counsel, and David Barron, the acting director of the Department 
of Justice's Office of Legal Counsel, have written memoranda which express different 
opinions.1 his precisely this sort of bureaucratic discord that impedes an effective and 
unified cross-government war against terrorists. 

Congress must have a full understanding of the Administration,s anti-terrorism 
policies and the legal framework that underlie them. We must also ensure th.a1: 
departments are fully and properly interacting in a coordinated manner, th~ a"'{oiding the 
kind of interdepartmental fractures evident prior to the 9/11 attacks. Therefore, I 
respectfully request that you provide the Committee with a copy of the Johnson 
memorandum. I ask that this be conveyed by June 2, 2010. 

As you know, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the main 
investigative committee in the U.S. House of Representatives. Pursuant to- House Rule 
X, it has authority to investigate the subjects within the Committee's legislative 
jurisdiction as well as "any matter" within the jurisdiction·ofthe other standing H~use 
Committees. This broad jurisdiction includes the oversight of Executive Branch 
management, operations, and administrative functio~ and interagency operations. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this very important matter. If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact me at any time. Should your staff require 
additional infonnation, they may reach Thomas Alexander, Senior Counsel, at 
{202) 225-5074. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman 

1 Charlie Savage, Obama Team Is Divided on Anti-Terror Tactics, New York TOMs, 28 March 2010. 
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CHAIRMAN 

OAR A ELL E. ISSA. CALIFORNIA 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS 

€ongress of tbe iltnittb ~tates 
~ou~e of l\epttitntatibe~ 

COMMIITEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAvauRN House Qr:;1cs BuiLDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6143 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301·1400 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

Ma)orlty C202}221h'!iot>1 
Mino~ ~202122s.5074 

June 3, 2010 

I am writing to request documents and infonnation relating to the extent to which 
White House political personnel are involved 'With planning, directing, or coordinating 
your traveJ to participate in public events- officiaJ or political- which may have a 
political benefit for elected Democratic officials or Democratic candidates for office. 

As you may know, during the last Congress then·Chairman Waxman and this 
Committee invested substantial time and effort to investigate the use of official resources 
at the behest of the White House for political purposes. During the Committee's 
investigation- which spanned nearly two years- the staff interviewed or deposed 18 
political appointees) including President Bush's political directors, and received nearly 
70)000 pages of documents from the White House and 29 agencies. 

At the conclusion ~fhis years-long investigation, Chairman Waxman's staff 
prepared a staff report entitled "The Activities of the White House Office of Political 
Affairs."17 Chairman Waxman called for the eJimination of the Office. The Waxman 
Report stated: 

The White House Office of Political Affairs has been controversial 
since President Reagan created the office in 1981. . . . . But the 
extent of political activity by the ... White House rmd its deep and 
systematic reach into the federal agencies is unprecedented. 
Conmss should amend the Hateh Aet, the federal Ja,v 

11 
Democratic Staff, H. Comm. on Oversight and Gov't Reform., I lOth Cong .... The Activities of the Whi:to 

House Office of Political Affairs," Oct. 2008, hl;tp:/loyersight.houu.gov/d®uments/200$1015105434.Q!:If. 
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restricting ooHtieal activity by federal officials, to e)iminate the 
White House Qftke of Political Affairs. If the political affairs 
office is retained. its activities should be restructured to ensure that 
it serves the interests of the taxpayer. not the political party of the 
President. 18 

PAGE 03/0b 

In the report, the Waxman staff concluded that the White House organized the 
travel of senior administration officials around politically advantageous locations and 
specifically used travel as a tool to help elect or re-elect members of their party to public 
office. 19 The report counted events that were attended personally by senior 
administration officials. It reported that 303 events required travel outside of 
Washington, D.C. The Waxman staff concluded that these events violated the Hatch Act. 
They wrote the events "established precisely the type of'political boiler-room' that the 
Congress warned against when it amended the Hatch Act in 1993. "20 The report stated 
that the taxpayers '"'should 
... not pay the travel expenses of cabinet and other senior officials to fly across the 
country" for political purposes.21 

During President Obama's short time in office, there has been some indication 
that the White House bas ignored Chairman Waxman's concerns. For example, 
according to a Washington Post story last year about travel related to marketing of the 
President's stimulus plan, "public policy and electoral politics have come together 
seamlessly in his domestic travel itinerary. ,,22 The Post reported: 

Since becoming president, he hasn't set foot in a state he won by 
nearly 40 percentage points in November's general election. 

But thousands have heard Obama meak in Ohio, Ngrth 
Carolina, Missouri, Indiana and Floricla. all among the 16 
states he has visited since taking otJice. In each of those plaees, 
his margin of vittorv or ddeat last November wy fprer than 
five percentage points. 

..... 
On nearly every trip he bas taken, Obama bas foiJowed the 
timeworn path of praideotial travel - go where the yotes 
matter most 

••• 
11 Jd at ii (emphasis supplied). 
19 ld at i (Executive Summary). 
20 ld. at 23. 
'l.l Jd. 
:u Scott Wilson, Oh<nna's Trawl Mixes Policy, Polilics. WASH. POST. June 21,2009. 
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But the travel suggests a White House far more interested in 
electoral politics than its leader and senior staff members publicly 
acknowledge. The !!fin&.state stoos are hut one elpent of a 
West Wmg tolitical opntiop that has preserved many practices 
of preceding ones, and 1hat takes into account the dynamics of the 
2010 midtenn elections an~ the next presidential race in deciding 
where to spend Obama's rime. 

Of the 16 states Obama has visited, nine shifted from the 
Republican to Democratic column in 2008. Five of the states are 
among the six that posted the narrowest margins of victory for 

· either Obame. or Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.), and are likely to 
remain the most closely divided through the coming campaign 
cycles. 

• •• 
Obama has raised money in california, Indiana and Nevada, and 
election law calls for the government to be reimbursed for those 
explicitly political aspects of his travel.23 

Last June, Politico similarly reported administration officials have traveled to at 
least 66 events across the country to tout the stimulus programt but the events were 
almost exclusively tied to obviously politi~lly motivated destinations. According to 
Politico: 

Since Congress passed President Barack Obama,s $787 billion 
economic stimulus bill in February, admtDHtration officials hay 
traveled to at least " eventJ across the country to tout the 
massive spending program or hand out stimulus cash to grateful 
local officials. 

*** 
Top officials have hosted· events predominantly in states that 
Obama won in 2008. 

What's more, the examination revealed that Obama officials all but 
av<>ided Southern states that Obama lost. 

*** 

;o /d. (empllasis ad~). 

PAGE 134/06 
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But the numbers tell the tale: 52 of the 66 evepts were In sptes 
that buked Obama. And taken together, the itineraries am01mt to 
a veritable map of Obama's election-night victories- big-money 
states like California and New Y orl4 swing states like Ohio and 
Colorado that Obama turned blue and other solidly Democratic 
states Obama kept in his column. 24 

PAGE 05/06 

This is precisely 1;he type of political travel former Chainnan Waxman spent years 
investigating. This is what he deemed Hatch Act violations. 

I am interested in developing a better understanding of whether the types of 
political travel Chainnan Waxman invested so much time and energy attempting to 
eradicate are still occurring. To assist the Committee in learning more about this 
Administration's practices with regard to political travel, I request that you provide the 
Committee with the following infonnation: 

1. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C.t in an official capacity during the 
time period February 1, 2009 to the present. For each event, please provide 
the date and location of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the 
event, the identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the 
event, and a statement declaring whether taxpayer funds were used to travel to 
the event 

2. Provide a list of all events with elected officials or candidates for office that 
you attended outside of Washington, D.C., for political purposes, whether it 
be a fundraiser, rally, or other political function, during the time period 
February 1, 2009 to the present For each event, please provide the date and 
location of the event, a brief description of the purpose of the event, the 
identity of the elected officials or candidates for office attending the event, 
and a statement declaring whether taxpayer funds were used in part to travel 
to the event. 

3. All documents, including emails, that relate to the involvement of White 
House officials in scheduling, suggesting, coordinating, or directing public 
even~ with elected officials or candidates for office for any official at the 
Department during the time period February 1, 2009 to the present.. 

The Committee on oVersight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
comtnittee in the House of Rq)resentatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction as set 
forth in House Rule X. 

14 Eamon lavers, A Polilical Pa1tem to StimultU Tour, POLITICO, Jtme S, 200!) (emphasis added). 
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We look forward to your response by June 17, 2010. You may contact 
Steve Castor of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 ifyou have any questions 
about this request. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

Ranking Member 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chairman 

PAGE 06/ 06 
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The Commill<:c on Oversight and Government Refonn hereby .requests your tcstiu1ony at 
al>earing on JIIJle 23, ZOll,at 9:34) a.m., in room 2154 <>flbe Rayburn Hou~ om., 
Building. The h<o.ring i> euliUod, "Is This Any Way to Treut Our Troops? Part IV: Lack uf 
Prugres5 and Accountabililr." ·· · 

The hearing will examine the federal government's diO!:IS lo en~ute that wounded 
warriors receive Ole appwpriate care upOn their rettU'n frou1 the ba.ttJefidd. Y oo should be 
prepared to provide a five ruiuu1e opening statem-em and an""-er questions posed by Member.;. 

Instructions for witm.~sscs appearing befOi-e the Committee- are contained in the enclosed 
Witn~ ln~c{ion Sheet. Tn pllrticulnr. )\1e:Ase n-ote tbe procedures for submitting written 
tt:stimony at least two business da_% p1iur to the bearing. Wr: &Sk. thOJ. you please contaCt the 
Conmlittee by ~IWle 3~ 2Q J l ~ ro coniiru'l your atteudauce: lf you bavc any questions, please 
contact Thomos Alexander of the Commiaee swff a1 (202) T.!S-5074. 

,, ·. 
: ' ! 

Endosw-e: 

cc: ·· ·The Honorable Elijah Cummings, Ranking Minority Membe.t, C.ommil.le<: un Ov<n<ighl 
: · and Govetnment Keforin 
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July 25, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagon 
Washington, D.C . . 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYlAND 
RA .. ICING MINQN!'Y ... €MeEII 

EDOtPHUS TOWNS. "lW YORII 
CARO\.VN B. M .. LOH!Y. "[W YORK 
ELEANOII HOLMES J<OIIlON. 

otSlRICT OF OOLU\ABIA 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY. W.O.SSACHUSETlS 
WM. lACV CLAY. MISSOURI 
S TEPHEN F. lYNCH. MASSACHUSHTS 
JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
GERAlD£. COHNOtl Y. ViRGINIA 
tdtiC£ O~liGl(Y. IHI.PfOtS 
OUNY I( OAVIS. IU'*'OIS 
8RUCE \ 8~.\lEY. IOWA 
PfT ffl WELCH. V(RMONT 
.IOtttc A. 'Y#IIfU.I lJltt. tC.E~fUCICY 
CHIUSTOI'>IEA $. loi\,IAPKV, CONNlCliCUT 
JACKI( SP~I[A. CALIRlANI A 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn is investigating the extent to 
which U.S. taxpayer money is directly or indirectly funding criminal patronage networks., power 
brokers, and the Taliban in Afghanistan. On July 25,2011, it was reported that Department of 
Defense investigators have fom1d "documented, credible evidence , .. of involvement in a 
criminal enterprise or support for the enemy" by multiple prime contractors. 1 According to The 
Wash;ngton Post, investigators also cited cases of profiteering, money laundering and kickbacks 
to Afghan pawer brokers, govenunent officials and police officers.2 If accurate, these fmd.ings 
could serve as a major setback for the United States and its efforts in Afghanistan. 

To aS:Sist the Committee in its oversight, I request that the Department provide a copy of 
the report referenced by The Washington Post and arrange to brief staff on the findings contained 
therein. This should occur no later than 5:00p.m. on August 2, 2011. When producing 
documents to the Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in room 21 57 
of the Rayburn House Office Building and the Minority Staff in room 2.471 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive a11 documents in 
~lectronic format. 

The Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Refonn is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time'' investigate "any matter" as set 
forth in House Rule X. An attachment to this Jetter provides additional information about 
responding to the Committee's request. 

1 Karen DeYoong., "U.S. Trucking Funds Reach Taliban, Military-Led Investigation Concludes," THE WASHINGTON 
POST, July 24, 20 II . 
2 /d. 
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If you have any questions about this request, please contact Thomas Alexander or Brien 
Beattie of the Committee Staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, ------

Darre1l lssa 
Chairman 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings, Ranking Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn 
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Dear S.a.wy 0310S; 

---~-.. ~~ w,.._ l&CI.,...... 
w.w.oo.tt•~hvAt>lfo' 

Soplcmber 21,2010 

lam writing"' follow up"" r:a:y Idler 1o you c!alcxl JUMl, 2010. ln that l<:tta; I 
roqucll1>!d ~and iDformatiol:> about 1he io.volv...,..,.ofWbirt Houu p<>iili<al 
Jl<W!Mtl in coordinating your 1NVe110 oJ!icW b4 political ewnu lhai""'Y hove 
benefited Democ:rati<: eoodidares for ofQce. 'lbls invoo<ig.otloo. coolilwes Ule v.'Drl< thio 
C\IOM\!- begJn i•. U!o last ~" uru1c.t then-C.baimw> w .. ,....,.. To date, 1 ha•-e 
ooL rocioived the information I "'q\JUied or ""Y explanoLion oboul !be deley. o.diDarily, 
the Departmerrt of Defense (DoD) is more CO<lfl"ralivo. 

Rocer>Jly, a DoD insider pro\'idcd mfonnalion and email e<>rresporulcDce 1o my 
qUI1f oontlrrning CIW yo11r staff Issued wbal r.ppeau 1o boa ·~lap '""'k ordet" with 
"'spect lO "'Y r<quOS\. An <:mailoxobange b~een ,.w.,.. official• I!YIU>Ied 1he Office of 
the Qen.eyal eo ..... el'• f<'\<>:S' that lh.e !USp«JSe date (i.e., due d.to) bo ''O.Irr><d ol( due 10 
thi.s letW goills tr> 21 ~es, and re&p<>ri&O requlrlng 1\dminimati<mguidauoe." 
ESAeDtlally, Micl!4cl Bto!l!n and Chtiotian lol.orron<, botb top aides in yolll' o!f~ee, ensured 
tllot oU worl: on my request would S!llp and :be due date would be i8J10~. Tht 
ccrroiJlond"""' al!<> indi<:ates that Mr. M om>~>e woul6 provide "" Q~QO offlille, 
effu:tively nMo"UI'iJii his motiv• s from scrvliny. 

lhe oaions of &enlw DoD officials""' in<J>nsislcot with the Pmill=r• 
CO!'IIIMment "to IX>lkin& his adminisntion ibc IIWit opon one! tram'pl!rent 11> bistorJ.•• 
llu:y oro also inronsi....,t with fcdcr.ol lawliDCiet s-u.s.c. § SS2. At tltt oulaetofbia 
presidettcy, !'resident Obarna reitenJIDd that "tlle way to make l!<lvtmlntnt IICCoUDllble is 
J:l"ake ;, nanspare:nt so that tbe A.rneriean people un. know cxao-tly v.t,st dec.i!rlon' sre 

' 'l't.t~ V.'bile fffltliC Blos. Chan&e Has Cot~to io Wbi(oliOOH.(Ol', 
hap~Jv,ww . ..rut.~oou ... r.ov.'bt<>$'~• -"'' -""""-'"-wbltohm•·aovl (loo. 20, 2009}. 
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being made, how they're being made, and whether their interests are being welJ served."2 

He went on to state as follows; 

I will also hold myself as President to a new standard of openness. 
Going forward, anytime the American people want to know 
something that I or a former President wants to withhold, we will 
·have to consult with the Attorney General and the White House 
Counsel, whose business it is to ensure compliance with the rule of 
law. Infonnation will not be withheld just because I say so. It will 
be withheld because a separate authority believes my request is 
well grounded in the Constitution.3 

The President further urged federal agencies "to adopt a presumption in favor of 
disclosure.'"' It is in the interests of transparency to disclose all information related to the 
White House's involvement in Cabinet officials' travel. Moreover, this Committee bas 
broad jurisdiction to conduct oversight of the federal government. 

I trust that you will reconsider my original request. If it is your position not to 
provide the requested materials, I request that you articulate the basis fot this position in 
writing. Additionally, to better understand the status of my letter request, 1 ask that you 
make Michael Bruhn and Christian Marrone available for transcribed interviews. Please 
contact Steve Castor or Ashok Pinto of the Committee staff at (202) 225-5074 with any 
questions. 

cc: The Honorable Edolphus Towns, Chainnan 

2 Remarks by The President in Welcoming Senior Staff and Cabinet Secretaries to tbe White House, 
http://www .whitehousc.govlthe _press_ office/RemarksofthePresidentin WelcomingSeniorStaffandCabinetSe 
crctariestotheWhiteHouse/ (Jan. 21, 2009). 
l /d. 

' Memorandum for the Heads of Otpartmcnts and Agencies regarding Freedotn of Information Act, 
http://www. wbitabouse.gov/the_press_ office!Fteedom_ of_Information_ Act/ (Jan 21, 2009}. 
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September 13, 2011 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND 
RANKING MIN ORITY MEMBER 

EDOLPHUS TOWN S. NEW YORK 
CAROLYN 8. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
ElEANOR HOLME S NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF CO LUMBIA 
DENN IS J . KUCINICH . OHIO 
JOH N F TIERNEY, MASSACHUSElTS 
WM . lACY CLAY, MISSOUR I 
STEPHEN F. LYNCH. MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TEN NESSEE 
GERALD E. CONNOL LY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIG LEY. ILLINOIS 
DANNY K. DAVIS. IlLINOIS 
BRUCE L. BRALEY, IOWA 
PETER WELCH. VERMONT 
JOHN A. YARMU TH, KENlUCKY 
CHRISTOPHER $ . MURPHY, CONNECTICUT 
JACKIE SPEIER , CALI FORN IA 

I write to inform you that in my capacity as Chairman of the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, I will lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on official business to 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Jordan and Kyrgyzstan from December 15-22, 2011. I will be accompanied 
by a bipartisan group of Members ofthe Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, with 
particular focus on Members who have not travelled to Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The purpose of the travel to Afghanistan and Iraq is to conduct oversight regarding 
reported misuse of government funds through the contract process. The purpose of the travel to 
Kyrgyzstan is to conduct oversight of the U.S. logistical efforts for the Afghanistan war. The 
purpose of travel to Jordan is to discuss regional security with U.S. and local officials. 

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, 
as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of ~ctual 
expenses of such transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U .S.C. 11 08(g). 
Travel will be conducted by military and /or commercial aircraft up to business class, including 
foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. 
The CODEL requests U.S. Marine liaison support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief 
Clerk, at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

cerely, 

~--=-=-' ~ ~ --=~+-~~,--
v:,~~ 
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Scpttmbet 22, 20 ll 

Tho lioruirnble Leon J:.l'Metta 
Secretary of Def.mso 
U.S. o._.,t of!lafme 
\400 Defons• PoutagM 
W03bioet<>n. )).C. 20301 

Dea.: Se=wy l'lllletia; 

1bl! letw is to !Nihorize Ro;:p. la«>n Ch~tz, Choimlan oflbe Suboommltt<e on 
~woNl Security, llom•!l.t.d Dofc:nse ~nd Foreign Opention> dlhe Comtoitl"'> on Oversi@ht 
orul Governm<nt Relln:n. to toed a Congm;sional D~lega<io1> (CODEL) on ¢fficial business to 
Oertnany,ltaly, MoroO«l, SuO..:., Etlliopia, and Kenya from October 14 -23, 2011. I olso 
v.il:honze Cong. Ti•mey and Cong. t.y111:h, two Members oflho collUDl1te.:, C<> ttavd ou tile 
t'.ODEL. Tom Alex aD<!.,, a Member of tho Coounitteo Staff is olso >u!hori2t><l. 

' 

-~~ pUT!)ose of lho <>fficial tlavd is to co~ ovmigbt of tivil, pol.ilica!. and mililaty 
iniri&ivo.s ;11 tJo.e AfRICOM A>ea.s oftespor.si"bility. r.-u, mdudo.s 6e cv.:.s:igbt of U.S. fo,.,ign 
assi~ !>dmini>1e¥ed 1>y the U-~- Acency for International DevelOJXI!lent. Tho d~legolion will 
reque.st mceliog vlilh senior lee<!ez:s u! tbrdgn goVllmlnollts _...well ss U.~. pet!l<lnnel. 

I""''-'"" lhe Oeparun""t ofOef-• to t\Imt<;h such 8Mi#m<>e, iotlodmg transponotioD, 
as ""'Y be te<!'imd to facilitate Ibis nip. Tho o.-q>or.dit>u¢ of !und.< for the pa}'T<Ient of attua! 
e>tptol!>S of Sllcll tmrl<poria1ion<~S may be required i3 01\lh<>rized·by Title lJ,l:.s.c. l!OS(J;). 
Tr~vcl Olill be coaducted by !Wlil».ry all<! lor camm<><cW oir<:;otl up to bl><l..,s c;as~. i>~l>.:ding 
far~ l!ag cauieta \\il<J> IJ.S. cam= liSe ~ot8'llli1Wle, and in or.cord= vli1t> 'Ho= rulu. 
Tho coo:a t':qll~ u.s., • .,.; liaison !upport fo!: this rrlp. 

If you bave any que..'tions rcgo:rd:ng this rnJ\l:l¢1, pJ.a.e contact I .aura Ru$)), Deputy Chief 
Cl..X, at (202) 226-4003. Tho:nJ: y<>u for your.~ in this roattcr. 

' 
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The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Socrewry of Defense 
The Pentagon 
1400 De!0,$0 Pentagon 
Washington. DC ?.0301·1400 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 
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September 29, 2011 

t,v.\01 C • (li,WOIIC.~. h\.•ll'o'o ""II 
ll >>.oh'IIHlii(!;QII''r ........ ,,. 

£00U"~~ TI)'Ao~. IC"A'\'~U 
-:JOAC\:• 1•11 'l "lOlii'Y.f<fwvM ~ 
tii~ .. QI:I .. (ll. ... ll; ' l ()f(l()tY 

I) ~ Yr.ln nr OOl""''"' 
\iU<\11~ J . ~).ICOIIIl,'<! , C~m 
l(t\,.. 1", n CIIhC<f. WA% .. CII\I$:rt~ 
,..., oM,"n:.v, .. •JJ:~"' 
~UI>"'!:II O, l~ll. Wt.~~(llll!l'f"$ 
'"' •:OO"rll. * !'·"~e~a: 
<:~AAo 1\-r. <;Q'~'t~n·, 'ot"QI'<o<. 
•.u c r~ ·.;.~r·• ruo""'* 
llMoN~c ll<'<IJ;, :l•.•"4•U 
""''-'''- : OO:.oo.~v. ·~••.> 
I'Cifl' '"'"-0:" v:IU<IIIIT 
Jl\llh ·'· "·'II"'UII l(l " o .. ~v· 
~"'•'e""":•ll .. , ,,~ .... : ~:: .. •-.o~•':'r 
\J,I"(Il ~U:(II, ~'<'Ill ~YOM.> 

The Coro.tufttee on Overc:.ight and C.ro"tmment Reform is itwestigating contracts awarded 
by the Defense Advanced ){e•e=h Projcx;\3 Agency (OARJ' "-)to~ company en-owned by 
DARPI\. Director Rcgin• Dunn. The CollliDittee is in reccipl of the Dcpartmen1's document 
production dated April 13, 20 I l . related to cot\tl-acts with RedXDcfensc. 1 Our review of these 
do;;uments has r~scd ~ditinnal q~tioM. 

'fo ~ist the Ccimniittoe in iKit)ve.<:~:igation, please make' the-following individuals 
av~lil~bJe thr trall..<:ocribed interviews: · 

1. Dr. ()mbi> "Cindy" Dame!, Program Managh, DARPA 

2. Dr. William Cobi<nz, Program Manaser. D . ..ru>A 

3. Ms. Dcidca 13berhord~ AssistMI Diro<:lor, Program Mnnagemen~ DARPA 

4. Mr. R.y•n Pae<Tion, D<puty Director for the Adaptive Execution O.ffico. DARPA 

5. ;,..1r. Daniel Kaufman, DirC...tor, Infol1lllllioii lilrll>'atiou Olli<o. DARPA 

The CC~mmi(i~·on Overs\g_ht and Oovem.ruent Refotm ls the principal oversight 
~ommlttee of the House of .Ro:eproscnlativcs·and may at "aoy hJLte" investigate "any matter» as set 
forth in House Rule X . . . 
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We would appreciate a prompt response to this request. If you have any questions about 
this request, please contact Ashley Callen or Jonathan Skladany of the Committee staff at (202) 
225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Elijah E. Cwnmings, Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Refonn 
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October 13, 20 II 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
I 0000 Defense Pentagon 
Washingtpn, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ELU~ E. CUMf<llNll$, MAAYlAHO 
RANI.IijG MIN(),.;TY MI:"'IIIR 

fOOLPHUS TOWNS. NEW YORit 
CAMl VN a. MAlON£¥, NEW VOilK 
ElEANOA HOUAE5 NOIITON, 

OllilAICT 0~ COlUMIIIA 
DENNIS J. ~UCII<ICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY. MA55ACHUSE'TT S 
W .... L.ACV ClAY. MISSOURI 
SrtPHH< F.lV"'CH. MAS8AC"'JSETIS 
Jl ... COOPEFI. lENMESs.EE 
GERALD E. COI\INOllY. -OJNIA 
MIKE OUIGlfV. llliNOlS 
OAf.,! NY N.. OA.VlS. ''-~ tNOIS. 
ftRI)(:~ L BRALEY, IOWA 
PE"Uil WIELCll. VE RUON T 
JOHN A. VARMUTH. XUHIJO(Y 
CHAtS TOfHfR S... MURPHY. CONNEC7tCUT 
JA.O.~E SPE1ER. CALJFORNII. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is investigating the facts and 
circumstances surrounding alleged COITUption and mismanagement at the Dawood National Military 
Hospital in Afghanistan. The Wall Street Journal recently detailed disrurbing accounts of substandard 
patient care, corruption and malfeasance in the operation and provision of basic medic11l care to Afghan 
soldiers wounded or injured in the line ofduty.1 As part of the Committee's oversight, we are writing to 
request documents and information regarding this U.~. taxpayer-funded institution. 

Dawood National Military Hospital ("Dawood Hospital") was designed to facilitate the recovery 
of Afghan soldiers wounded on the battlefield. According to re~orts, however, Afghans routinely 
experienced "willful" neglect at the hands of medical providers. Time and again, caregivers denied or 
withheld the most rudimentary services if patients did not pay bribes. In some cases, surgeons operated 
without sedatives or provided counterfeit medicine that failed to work. Those who asked for medicine 
received a beating instead. In all, according to these accounts, the horrific conditions resulted in crippling 
bedsores, extreme starvation, and death. 

While the wounded suffered, the Afghan Army's Surgeon General, Ahmed Zia Yaftali, 
reportedly diverted millions of dollars in cash and phannaceuticals earmarked for Dawood Hospital 
According to the Wall Street Journal, General Yaftali pilfered roughly $20 million dollars from the 
Afghan defense ministry and $153 million in medical supplies provided by the U.S.3 Though he appears 
to have been removed from that post and the U.S. military has taken some remedial measures, there is 
little assurance that he will be held accountable for mistreating Afghans and fleecing the American 
people. This is an unacceptable result given the sacrifices made by Americans and Afghans over the past 
ten years. 

Unfortunately, this behavior is emblematic of a wider culture of corruption in Afghanistan. As 
the Wall Street Journal observes, "[t]he way senior Afghan officials tolerated such deadly graft shows 

1 AI Afghan Hospilal, Graft and Deadly Neglect, Wall Street Journal (September 3, 2011 ). 
lid. 
'Jd 
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just how deeply rooted com1ption has become in President Karzai ' s administration, as well as the limits 
of Washington's ability to rein it in."4 Indeed, the inability of all parties to purge corruption from the 
Afghan government is a detriment to U.S. efforts. The ability of the Afghan people to place tmst in their 
institutions -and by extension, the U.S. government- is the comer'Stone of the counterinsurgency 
strategy. Holding General Yaftali and others accountable for their actions at Dawood Hospital would be 
a step in the right direction. 

To assist this Committee with its oversight, we request that the Department produce the following 
information and documents in hard copy and electronic format..: 

I. All documents and communications referring or relating to Dawood National Military 
Hospital and allegations of corruption; 

2. The total amount, by fiscal year, of U.S. funding provided for Dawood National Military 
Hospital. This should include FY-12 projections; 

3. The type, quantity, and value of pharmaceuticals provided by the U.S. government for the 
Dawood National Military Hospital; 

4. A timelinc and description of events detailing how, when. and in what manner Defense 
Department officials became aware of mistreatment and mismanagement at Dawood 
National Military HospitaL This should include the names and contact infonnation of 
those who were informed, and by whom t-hey were infonned; 

S. A time! ine and description of events detailing the actions taken by the U.S. government 
to remedy the mistreatment and mismanagement at the Dawood National Military 
Hospital; 

6. A list of all similar instances of corruption involving Dawood National Military Hospital 
or any other medical facility paid for by U.S. taxpayer dollars; 

7. The total amount, by fiscal year, of U.S. funding provided for all other medical facilities 
in Afghanistan since 200 I. This should include a list of the medical facilities, the number 
of U.S. and Afghan personnel serving at each facility, as well as the geographical 
coordinates of each facility; · 

8. The total amount, by fiscal year, of all U.S. funding provided for medical supplies to 
Afghanistan. This should also include the total amount known to be lost due to waste, 
fraud, and abuse; and 

9. All documents describing the extent to which the Afghan government is prosecuting 
those guilty of COITUption, including General Ahmed Zia Yaftali and all others connected 
to the mistreatment and mismanagement at Dawood National Military Hospital. 

We requesl that you provide the requested documents and infonnation as soon as possible, but no 
later than October 27. 20 II. Documents produced in response to this request must include an index 

~!d . 
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describing the contents of production. When producing documents to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform, please deJiver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 ofthe Rayburn 
House Office Building and the Minority Staff in 2471 of the Rayburn House Office Building. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight committee of the 
House ofRepresentalives ;.md may at "any time,., investigate «any matter" as set forth in House Rule X. · 
An attachment to this letter provides additional information about responding to the Committee's request 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Tom Alexander or Rich Beutel of the 
Oversight and Government Reform staff at 202-225-5074. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Dat~I!J8Sa 
Chatrman 

Attachment 

Sincerely, 

Jason Chaffetz 
Chairman, Subcommittee on National 
Security, Homeland Defense, and 
Foreign Operations 

cc: The Honorable Elijah Cummings, Ranking Minority Minority Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 

The Honorable John F. Tierney, Ranking Minority Member 
Subcommittee on National Security. Homeland Defense, and Foreign Operations 

Colonel Richard D. Root, HQ ISAF, Afghanistan 
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Oclobti2S, 2011 

The llooonoble L>on R. P
Seo.-y ofD8re ... 
Wlli>lngiOO, D.C. 20301-3000 

OeM Mt. S.....wy: 

Thank you for yollr r=tlott<f !n Rlllj)Oiljle"' my requeet lbat MSgJ Oamlou I..,.,Os. a 
mlllWy fellow OJSil!Jled to my pcr:sonal office, be .. ltl!ociz<.d to tnm1l on • CO DEl. l will lead to 
AlllhaniSian, lnq, lotdan md Kyrgyzstzu:t li<lm Docembor 15-21,2011: • ··· · 

I IIIli clisappoinld iD lho raspoaac ODd mpectfulJy request that you -.-ider. I beli.,·c 
lhat MSg~ )ocob• will be em aote~to tho M=bero of the CO DEL ., he baa fim.Und experience 
IDd •ol..ablo knov.iedge of the ..... - pion to,;,.;~ The value ofMS¥1 JatObo' CoJiifOS,;c,i 
fcllcntobip iJ-tlw> ju<t who! be 1....,. uu Clif>i1ol Hill; it i> also llbcut wbll bc oan t....O 
II& lba,.."" doubt that MSi! J..OO.' immmsolmowledge nftlle Moriaeoi,IDCI mllituy l!(c in 
pcrol, -..ou!d bemcot volueble to oMembczo!Coos-sor staff who may have UUleor co 
infant>Jil<m oiJout wr Diliitaty, or wllot it isllkc 1o be • Motkle wbo r.:.. tho dally c!Wieoga uf 
• oombat WOtJDded veterllll. 

lis you may know. MSat !IIO<ibv b .. •..nlioed tremendously for bis COtlllby. He is m 
oxmnplory MarlDe who lias oVC<Mmo tnllllf oMtooleo. HiiJ represenmnon of the Wounded 
Woniors l'loject a a posiU"' cXlllllplo of co~~n~~c to oil Members and staff that be wotb and 
laloraoto wllb bete in Cong<eos. lncludl.ot! MSgt Jaoobs on this CO DEL will enable blm to hove 
lnvoluablc OllO<lG·OI'.e wDUocl " ilh k.cy M<Ulbon ofConsre10, and will ....,. os a ""'""' to 
provide 1hem 10oith as much infonns:tiiMl 10 pllfiible oo they ""' able to maltelnrom.ed de<:isions 
rop!lllna lesitlotion tr.at olfcm our Nollona' 111mcd IOroes and-.. ....... 

I r<tpetlfull y ask !llol you l'tfll.iAk your clodslon 111d $lOf1l MEat Jaca bt pcnnlssioD to 
trove I on my upcoming COOEL. Additionally, I ,.;I) ensure !bat the Dcpattmcnt of Def....,.. is 
tolmb\ned, o\ll of Co11llJlill"" fundi!. Illy cosu u!IOdalfd with his tnlvel. 

; ' I . 

! 
j 
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November 28. 201 t 

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary ofDefense 
4000 Defense ?en tag on 
Washington, DC 20301-4000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYLAND 
AA),IKINQ Mlt«lRITV MEMBER 

fDOI.PHU$ TOWNS. NEW YORK 
CAIIOI. ~ !. MAlON('(. NEW YOAIC. 
EL,ANOIIIIOI.MIS NOIITOK. 

DISTRICT Of COlUIA .. A 
DfNNI~ J. IUCJNICH. OHIO 
JOHN F. ltER!oiEY, M-'SSACHllll!lTS 
WM.l.AC:V CI..AV, MIS$0URI 
S'TtPHEN F. L VNCii, r.tASSACHVSETT& 
JIM COOI'ER, TENt.fEiiEE 
GE!IALD E. eONNOU.V. VIRGINIA 
MIU 0UIGL£V, ILUNOIS 
D,.tfNY K. OAIItll. IlLINOIS 
BfiVCE L. llfiAlfY, IOWA 
PnEJ! WI:LC!i. VBAMONl 
.!OtiN A. Y41WUlH. ~iNTVCK Y 
CltRISTOf'HeR S. MUIIJ'HV. CONN~TICU1 
JACKliE 61'£1ER. CALIFORNIA 

The Committee on Oversight and Govenunent Reform is conducting oversight of the 
Defense Departmenfs efforts to properly care for injured and fallen service members. As part of 
this oversight, we are writing to request infonnation regarding recent reports in the Washington 
Post and several other news outlets of the improper handling and preparation of remains at Port 
Mortuary at Dover Air Force Base, Delaware. 1 According to an investigation of wbistleblower 
reports completed by the Office of Special Counsel, there were "serious violations of rules and 
regulations, gross mismanagement, dishonesty and misconducf' by individuals employed at Port 
Mortuary.2 

To assist with the Committee's oversight, we ask that you please produce the following 
information: 

1. A copy of the Defense Department's policies and procedures regarding the handling, 
preparation, and burial of remains; 

2. A list and description of all allegations involving improper handling, preparation, and 
burial of remains since January 1, 2002. This should include, but shaiJ not be limited 
to, the incidents that occurred at Port Mortuary; 

3. All documents and communications referring or relating to aHegations involving 
improper handling, preparation, and burial of remains since January 1, 2002. This 
should include, but shall not be limited to, the incidents that occurred at Port 
Mortuary; 

1 
Air Force Mishandled Remains o/WaJ· Dead, Inquiry Firuis, Washington Post (Aug. 8, 2011) (online at 

www. washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/ai r-force-mtshand led -remains-of-war-dead-probe-
finds/20 r l/11/08/grQABKuE I M_print.html}. 

~Office or Special Counsel, Analysis ofDiscl~wres, Agency Investigations and Reports, and 
Whistleb/owu Commtmls (OSC fite Nos. 01- I 0·2151; 01-1 0-2538; and Dl-l 0-2734) (undated) (online at 
www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srvlworld/documents/usaf-special--eounsel·analysis.htm.l). 

IIIII II 



The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
November 28, 20 I t 
Page 2 of2 

4. A list of all personnel involved in any allegation of improper handling) preparation) 
and burial of remains since January 1, 2002. This should include, but shall not be 
limited to, the incidents that occurred at Port Mortuary; 

5. A list of personnel found to have violated policies and procedures regarding the 
handling, preparation, and burial of remains. This list should describe any discipline 
imposed by the Department of Defense. This should include, but shall not be limited 
to, the incidents that occurred at Port Mortuary; 

6. All documents and communications refening to mismanagement, dishonesty, and 
misconduct at Port Mortuary; and 

7. A staff-level briefing on the allegations involving Port Mortuary, any Department 
investigations thereof, and a description of the Department's efforts to remedy the 
deficiencies allowing such incidents to occur. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee of the House of Representatives and may at "any time" investigate "any matter" as set 
forth in House Rule X. An attachment to this letter provides additional information about 
responding to the Committee's request. 

We request that you provide the requested documents and information as soon as 
possible, but no later than 5:00p.m. on December 9, 2011. When producing documents to the 
Committee, please deliver production sets to the Majority Staff in Room 2157 of the Rayburn 
House Office Building and the Minority Staff in Room 2471 ofthe Rayburn House Office 
Building. The Committee prefers, if possible, to receive all documents in electronic format 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Tom Alexander of the 
Majority Staff at 202-225-5074, or Scott Lindsay of the Minority Staff at 202-225-5051. We 
appreciate your prompt attention to this matter .. 

Darrell E. lssa 

Ch~~ 
Jason Chaffetz 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security, 
Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operations 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

ohn F. iemey 
Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on National 
Homeland Defense and 
Foreign Operations 

.. 
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DARRELL E. ISSA. CALIFORNIA ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYLAND 

RANKING MINORITY MEMBER CHAIRMAN 

ONE HUNDRED 1WELFTH CONGRESS 

C!:ongtt115 of tbe ltntteJJ ~tate£i 
~oust of i'\eprescntntibes 

COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM 
2157 RAYBURN House 0FACE BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20615-6143 

Majorirv 1202) 225-6074 
Minority (202) 22!>-5(151 

Rcspont.ligg to Committee Document Reguesjs 

l. ln complying with this request, you should produce all responsive documenls that are 
in your possession, cuslody, or control, whether held by you or your past or present 
agents, employees, and representatives acting on your behalf. You should also 
produce documents thm you have a legal right 10 obtain, that you have a right to copy 
or to which you have access, as well as documents that }'0\1 have placed in the 
temporary possession, custody, or control of any third party. Requested records. 
documents, data or information should not be destroyed, modified, removed, 
transfen·ed or o1herwise made inaccessible 10 the Committee. 

2. In the evcntlhat any entity, organization or individual denoted in this request has 
been, or is also known by any other name than that herein denoted. the request shall 
be read atso lo include thm altemative identitication. 

3. The Committee's preference is to receive docu.ments in electronic fonn (i.e., CD, 
memory stick. or thumb drive) in lieu of paper productions. 

4. Documents produced in electronic format should also be organized. identified, nnd 
indexed electronically. 

5. Electronic document productions should be prepared according. 10 the following 
sland~u'ds: 

(a) The productio11 should consist of single page Tagged 1m age Fil~ ('·TJF"), files 
accompanied by a Concordance-fom1a1 load file, an Opt icon reference lile, and a 
lile detining the tields and charnc(er lt!ngths or the load Jile. 

(b) Document nurnbers in the load file should match document 13ates numbers and 
TIF fi)e naml!s. 

(c) If rhe production is completed lhrough a series of multiple panial productions, 
field names and Ille order in all load files should match. 



6. Documents produced 10 the Committee shotlld include an index describing the 
cont~nts of the production. To the extent more than one CD. h3rd drive. memorv 
stick. thumb drive. box or folder is prodllced. each CD. hard drive, memory stick. 
thumb drive. bo:-.: or folder should contain an index describing its contents. 

7. Documents prodlH;e-d in response to this request shall be produced together with 
copie$ of file lubels, dividers or identifying mnrkers with \o\'hich tht:y were associated 
when they were requested. 

S. When you produce documents, you should identify 1he pnrngrnph in the Commillee's 
re(]uest to which the documems respond. 

9. It shall not be a basis for refusal to produce documents that <1ny other person or entity 
also possesses non-identical or identical copies or the same documents. 

I 0. I r any oft he requested information is 011ly reasonably available in machine-readable 
form (such as on 1l. computer server. hmd drive, or computer backup tape), you should 
consult with the Commince staff to dctcm1ine the appropriate fonnat in which to 
producl! the information. 

11. If compliance with the request cnnnot be made in full, compliance shall be made to 
the e;..:tent possible and shall include an e:xplanntion or why full compliunce is not 
possible. 

12. ln the event that a document is \\'ithheld on the basis ol'p1ivilege. provide a privilege 
log containing the following information concerning any SllCh document: (a) the 
privilege asserted; (b) the type of document; (c) the general subject mancr; (d) the 
date, author and (lddressee; and (c) the relationship ot'the author and addressee to 
each ot he1·. 

13 _ If any document responsive to this request was, but no longer is, in your possession. 
custody. or control, identify the document (stating its date, author, subject rmd 
recipients) and explain th(! circumstances w11.kr whi<.:h the document ceased to bl! in 
your possession, custody, or con1rol. 

14. Ira date or other descriptive detail set forth in this r~quest referring to a document is 
in<~ccur<lle. but th~ actual date or other descriptive detail is known lo you or is 
othenvise apparent l"rom the context of the request, you should produce oil documents 
which would be responsive as if the date or other descriptive detail were correct. 

IS. The time period CO\'Cred by this request is included in the attached request. To the 
extent a time period is nol specified, produce relevant documents from January 1' 
2009 10 the present. 

16. This request is continuing in natme nnd <~pplies to any newly-discovered information. 
/\ny record. document, compilation of data or informntion, not produced becm1se it 
has not been located or discovered by the reiurn date, shall be produced immediately 
upo11 subsequent location or discuvery. 



l 7. All documents shnll be Batcs·stamped sequentially and produced s~qucnliatly. 

18. Two sets of dot:uments sh(lll be delivered, one set tn the rvlajority Stnl'f and one set to 
tht MiJ1ority S1aff. When documents Me produced to lh~ Commiu~. producti~;~n s~ts 
shnll be delivered to th~ Majority Sw ff in Room 2157of the Rayburn House Office 
Building and the Minority Stnff in Room 24 71oft he Rayburn House Ollie~ l>uilding. 

19. Upon ~ompletion ortbe docwncnt production, )'Oll should submit n written 
~~rlilicillion, gigned by you or your counsel. stating that: ( l) a diHgent sear~h has 
be~11 ~.:omplettd of all documems i11 your possession, cttstody, or contr~l whith 
reasm1nbly could contain responsive docmncnts; and (2) all do~uments I~Xaled dutinQ 
!he search that nre respon.sive! have been produced to the Comminge, 

Definitions 

1. The tem1 "docum.ent" menns any wrillen, recorded, or graphic matter of any nature 
whatsoe\'er. regardless or how recorded, and whelher original or copy, includin£, bul 
nol limited to. the following: memoranda, reports, expense reports. books, manunls. 
instructions, limmcial reports, workin!J. pnpcrs, records, notes, 1·euers. notices, 
confinmllions. tclcgrmns. receipts, appraisals, pflmphlets, mngmdncs, newspapers, 
prospectuses, inter-office and intra-onicl' commllnications, electronic mail (e-mnil). 
c:onlracts, c~lbles. notfltions of any type of conversation, telephone call. meeting or 
other communication, bllllctins, printed nU'IIter, computer printouis, teletypes, 
invoices, transcripts. diaries, iUl~1iyses, returns, summaries. minutes, bills, accounts, 
estimates, projections. comparisons. messages, correspondence, press releases. 
circulars, nnancinl stmements. reviev...-s, opinions. otTers. slttdies and investigations. 
questionnnircs and surveys, and work sheets (and all drafts, prelimi11ary versions, 
ahemtions. modific<.~tions, revisions, changl!s. and amendments of any of the 
for~going, as well as r1ny auachments or appendices thereto), and graphic or oral 
records or representnl)ons of any kind (indt~ding wi1hout limitation, photographs, 
charts, gr<~phs, r11icrofichc. microfilm, videotape. recordings and motion pit:tmes). and 
electronic, mechanical, and electric records or repre::sema1ions of atly kind (induding, 
without llmitalion, tapes, cassettes, disks, <md recordings) and other written, printed. 
typed, or other graphic or recorded matter of any kind or nalurc, however produced or 
reproduced, and whether preserved in-writing, film, tape, disk, videotape or 
otherwise. A doclnnent bearing any notation not a pa11 of the original text is to be 
considered a separate document A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document 
whhin the metming of this term. 

2. The term "communicntion" means et1ch manner or means of disclosure or e\:changc 
or information. regardless of means tuilized. whether oral. electronic, by document or 
otherwise, and whether in a meeting, by telephone. H•csimik, ~mnll. r~gulnf' mail. 
1clexcs, rcknscs, or otherwise. 

3. The tertns "and" and "or" shall be cortstrued broadly nnd eilher conjunctively or 
dh;junclivcly lo bring within the Scope of this request <my information which might 

... 

.) 



o1herwise be construed !o be outside its scope. The singular includes plural number, 
and vice versa. The masculine includes the feminine and neuter genders. 

4 The terms "person" or "persons" mean natural perso11s. firms, partnerships, 
associations. corporations. subsidiaries. divisions, departments, joint ventures, 
proprietorships, syndicates. or other kgal, bnsine!:is or government entities. and nil 
subsidiaries, atliliat~s. divisions. depm1ments, branches, or other units thereof. 

5. The term "identify," when t1sed in a question about indi\·idt•als. me::lns 10 provide the 
following inform(l{ion: (a) the individual's cor11plete name and title: and (b) the 
individual's business address nnd phone number. 

6. The: term ''rcl'erring or relating," with respect to any gi\·en subject. means anything 
thol canst itutcs, contains. embodies, rc11ccts, idcnli fics, staJcs, refers to. dea~s with or 
is peninent 10 that subject in nny m;:tnner whatsoever. 

4 



«111t!1r~Bs uf tlfe Jtnittb §fat:e.n 
Dllastrington, DC! ~515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Pentagon, Room 3E880 · 
Wash.ington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

March 4, 2010 

We recentJy discovered that the Air Force has rescinded an invitation to Dr. Tony Perkins to 
speak at its National Prayer Luncheon, because statements. posted on the website of the 
organization he leads are purportedly at odds with the positions of the President. This action 
troubles us a great deal, not only in this particular case, but because of the implications for 
anyone who might disagree with the Administration in the future. 

The hmcbeon in which Dr. Perkins, a former Marine; was scheduled to participate was designed 
as a time of prayer, not a policy discussion. With a brief letter sent on January 29. Chaplain Lt. 
CoJ. Gary Bertsch infonned Dr. Perkins that he was rescinding the invitation "due to statements 
posted on the Family Research Council website which are incompatible in our role as military 
members who serve: om elected officials and our Commander in Chief." No further explanation 
of these statements nor the alleged incompatibility was provided. 

What is cJear from this letter, however, is the establishment of a new litmus test: if one disagrees 
with the President, that person is not welcome to participate in military activities. Holding 
private citizens to such a standard- one not even expected of senior military officials who are 
often asked to give their expert opinion to Congress- is incredibly dis~oncerting. The chilling 
impact such a standard could have on the free speech of private citizens and those who serve in 
our armed forces - guaranteeing precisely these types of freedoms -cannot be allowed to stand. 

We respectfully ask for a reply to this letter, informing us of the written or unwritten policies that 
led to the decision to rescind Dr. Perkins's invitation to participate in the Air Force's National 
Prayer Luncheon. Specifically, is it the policy of the Air Force and/or other branches of the 
anned services to allow only those individuals who agree with the President on all matters of 
policy to participate in ministry events they host? 

Eric Cantor 
Member of Congress 

PAINT=t> ON RECVCt.£0 PAI'ffl 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 u.s. CAPITOL BIJILDING 

WAS!iiNGTON, oc 20616 
(202) 225-0600 

<!ongres·s of tbe il:lnittb ~tater) 
~owtt of ll\rprtfltntatibeg 

January 21 ~ 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 2030 I 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman of the House 
Democracy Partnership (HOP), to lead a delegation to Kuwait, Iraq, Indonesia and 
Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of February 18-27, 
2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to renew partnerships with the legislatures of 
lndonesia and Timor Leste in co~junction with the mission of the Commission. In Iraq, 
the delegation will meet with members of the national parliament and the national 
executive to assess the potential of a future program with the Council of Representatives. 
A crew rest stop is scheduled in Kuwait.. A list ofauthorized Members and staff will 
follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the govennnent for 
protocol purposes only. · 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. AuthoriZation for the expenditure 
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U .S.C. 
1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOH~ A. BOEHNER V.'~lll~ l \)1-1~ r.u;: 
Ooo:; 

~Olt!Jt"eff ot t{Je ijfniteb S5>tatt11 
J/llll!!t of l\rprn~tlltatib~S 

February 9, 20 I I 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Dc:partm<Ot of Defeo:« 
Washington, DC 20301 

D= Jl,lr. Secretary: 

N-1<:'2 U.G. CNIT'Cl~ ,~IUIHO 
W•~II\,"(O I'Q\1, 0C: 20iiS 

1::«1) UH'<i») 

This is in furth<r ref=« to my lo~<:r uf Jonuary 21, 2011, reCaJ'diug Codel 
Orcicr to Kuwait~ Iraq, lndonesia and Tjmor-Lc:~tc on official busjness during the 
approximate time period ofFebruMy I R-27, 201 1. The following Members and staff are 
•ulborized to travel: 

The Hooonlble David Orci"' (R-CA), Chainnllll. HDP 
The Hooorable Da>id Price (1>-NCi. IW!kiug DaUO<nlic Me'!Dba. HDI' 
The Hooorable Lois C&J'I'S (D-CA) 
The Honorable Sam Farr (D-CA) 
The Honorable Jim Mcllermott (D-WA) 

The Honorable Brian Monahan, Attending Pbysici1111 
Mr. John U<, Staff Direetor. I-lOP 
Ms. Rochacl Lctnan, Policy Diroctor, House Rules Committee 
Mr. A~her Hildebrand, PSM, House Comminoo on Appropriations 
Mr. Bru<l SJUith. PSM, House Rules Com.miuee 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, PSM, House CoJrunittee on Forci!!ll Allilini 

Thank you in advance for yow prompt attention to this matter. 

A. BOEHNER 
peak..-

cc: The Honorable Knreo L. Haas, Clerk: 
U.S. House of Representatives 



J0Hf\ A. BOEHNEI=i 
(JIIID 

SPE/oi(EA 

l[ongr€11!:> ot tbt \\'lniteb $tate.~ 
~OIU!t of i!.fprt.&'miatibt~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gate. 
J:.ec~ry 
U.S. O"J'artm•nt of Dd\:nsc 
Washington. DC 2()3()1 

Dear vir. Secrwu-y; 

Pehruory4, 2011 

''1>\$11111~-r;" on:.;c 
H.~ UJ:O. C~·'U:t. tUI..I:INf, 

W~III\.>GfO.,_ 0(. ~351~ 
I~OZI 225-'Xi:.E: 

Thi> l.U« will authorize the Honorable Nanc-y Pdosi, OemQcnllio ~. to lead 
a ddegation of:v!cmber.s and staff to Afghani!<lall and Italy d~ tho 3j)pN.<imooe 
period of March 17-23; 2011. The 1)\ltpose of the lrip is lo assess d1e activitiC3 of US and 
oo.•Iilion '""""'in Afghan:i<t"" >nd meet witll Afghan govcmm«lt J~ diplon~otic, 
aid and developmenl porn>otmel,ltey NATO pattnet"' and others as appropriate. In llaly 
the d<l.ogelion wiU m«:t with !latian government l<adcnt.o disou~~ hiJntor..! and 
multilateral collaboration related to NATO'effort< in Afghanistan and otba: dof<:flSe 
is..(\Jes impacting intcma~ionf!l s«:uri1y. Fur p.roloWl pwpVSe$ only, spouses may travel at 
rl(l ooat 10 foe ~wmment. A li<t of authonzed travel= will fullow at u later date. 

It would be approoiat<:d if tho l><pamneut of Deft..,.; would t\nni>h •Yoh 
ns3ist&DCC as is necessary. includin2- ground trJn~ttadon,. to facilitate thil) missioo, as 
OJeiJ ""Air l'o~c esoo!1 and rnilihny .Or tntnsporlalion. AulbvriL.ation fQrthe expenditure 
oflimd• fur the actual and n""""-«>1}' exJ>en•es should be made pU!Sumt to 31 U.S.C. 
1108(g). 

cc;. Tbc Honorallle Karei1l.. Hoa•. Cle>l< 
t U\. Hou.o;e <>f~llltiv"" : ' 

. . : 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

1202)225-0600 

(!Congress of tf)e mntteb ~tates 
lfi)o~e of Repre~entattbt~ 

February 14~ 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U;S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Michael Turner, to lead a delegation to 
Belgium during the approximate period ofFebruary 19-23~ 2011. The purpose ofthis trip 
is to attend the winter meeting of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. The following 
Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Michael Turner (R-OH) 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR)·· 
The Honorable Jefferson Miller (R-FL) , · 
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Professional Staff, House Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department ofDefense would furnish such 
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as 
well as Air Force escort (Col Eric Mann). Authorization for the expenditure of funds for 
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen "L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

~-



JOHN A BOEHNER W ASH INGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. C APITOL BUILDING 
WASI-IINGTON, DC 20515 

(202 t 22:Hl600 

(:ongre~~ of tl)e mnittb ~tatt~ 
-oU9't of 31\tpres'entatibes 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

February 15, 2011 

Further to my letter of February 14, 2011, please amend the dates of the 
Honorable Michael Turner's Congressional Delegation to Belgium to the period of 
February 18 .. 23, 2011. Additionally, the following staff member has been added to the 
authorized traveler list 

Mr. Doug Seay, Professional Staff: House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorab]e Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Ll~ 
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Q.:ongresJJ of th,e 1ilniteb ~tutu 
mnsl}\nglan. tl¢' 20~15 

Sc~tai)' Robert~. Gotc--$ 
Depar~nt of o~rcn~ 
l400 Dc:f¢nse Pent:J.~on 
Wo•hillj]lon, DC 20JOJ 

Mardt &, 2011 

Vt .. i1h the recen1 ~~;~ins tlf Frank \){. aucklt's of ~·est Vi~inia. the fu.st survivi11B; American ID 
have served du.rin@. 1h<" firs£ Wor!d \Var, America has losl its tinai ~i\>ir.g ctmn~tion 10 a wsr that 
saw ('IUr n!l:tion emerge a..; 1h~ wNid's preClnill!.·nt dt!fcodcr M'liberty 01J1d d~mocratic values. 

£'k(\\'ttn 19l6 and 191 &. mnre than 116.000 Amc."ric...r.s ~ave thtir u ... ~- and tnt additionaJ 
200,000 $lJO'er«J iuju.ry ..... on the b;,nletidds of\J/estem Curo~ and nn the hir.h seas. The loss of 
Fnmk Bucktes pr<•,·idcs an <>ppon\miry tbr ;,:v('ry Americ-an to pause and reflect on1h-c s>1crificcs 
his entire gcT~~:rsllCln made :o 3<'cure !he blessings M fret"dl)rtt. 

T('l th~s end. we tcspcc;tfully r('QU(>SL in addition 10 his intc.:l'lllCTll in /\rlington c~n-.ctCI)'. !.hat the 
~':mains of Corpotal F'tank Bu::kles, U.S. Army. i\ut;Ust I 91 7-January j9'20. be allO\\:ed fOlie in 
honor for a period of1;mc- in. the cc:mmcry·s. Mcm{lri:li Amphitheater. 

On :'-Jovembe-r II. 192J. at a C~IOOI1}' mnrki11~ ~he burial <If the Unkno~n Soldier from the Firs!· 
World War, President War'T"t'n G. H81ding said, ·•standing todar on hallowed g.ro\rnd, cunsciu1.1s . 
lhat oll Americ;l hac; hatted to )(hare in the tribu~ of heart and mmd and soul to this ltllow
Am~~i('an, and knowing fb9t the wosld is DClling tflis C:':'Cptr.~~ion oflhe republic's mindfulm:s~. it 
is titling. to say that his sacritic<-... and thai o~· nlilliMs dead. shall1l01 be in Vf.i n." 

Like the Unknov.n Soldi~ bu:icc.l that dtay in ?921. frank Huddcs an~wer.:d the call of dut~· 1u 

defa~d hi~ countl'y. He IO\'ed An:erica 3c'td v.'a$ assured orit!t ultimJte-vict(W)'. His contribUiions 
and sacdf;c.:e on behalf ()f the Republi:c mark him IL.'I tf'JC p3triot worthy qf the hallov.'t'd grounds 
of Arlin~!<ln. 

John A. Bothncr 
Sf"'akcr of the House 

Sin«rcly, 



JOHN A. 60EHNEP. 
••• 

4Congrtli'Sf of r(l r ilnittll ~tatts' 
Jlo~t o! l\tprr~entatib~:SS 

Tbc Honnnh1c Rnhat M. Gate. 
Sea«ary 
L.S. L>cpaJtmcnr.nfr>cfc~Joo 

Wa.Liug<uu. OC 20101 

Marcl> l 6,2011 

'#.AS"-11'\GTCH oe-ACE • 

l'to4~U-S. CUitfTI"'I, t'IUUII >.r. 
W~i'XITO'I!. OC20>1 s 

l21Jo~l!~ 

I <\t» writing lo infonu you nfmy i.r:tention ro lc:ad ~ ddcgation nfMcmbm ond-Siaff'to lrQQ. 
Afghaoi&tan, ~&ki~tan, ann (}C"r.lllfttl.y <twin~ the :'lppt'()Kiw.ate periott of Apri11.~21, ·2011. The 
purpose l)flhto; trip is to oonduct o\•crsi~t. incl\ldi.ug mc:cringt ~ith mmtbers of the mililary~ civitian 
a,sencies. and foreig..'l oto.cials, to O.S8ti!S ongoing C .S. tln4teg:i~i$ iu Aftr.hMiMan, 1.-.q, Md PakjstaJt, tn 
additioa, the dch .• ogation wjJJ aiM) vi :ri1 wou:odod \118.['f.i0f'S and medical facilitie• i.n Ot:nOmy. TW: 
follnnit\g Membe:N aod staff ate :.\lltborized to travel: 

·n.•l:!""""-ble Jolw A. Buchna. Spcoka of the Hous< 
Tbc Hononb1el>ao Boren (I>·OK) 
Tbe Hoo.,..ble Mac Thumbcny (R-TX) 
l 'he Hoool'llble K. Michae' CMaway(R·TX) 
Th'= Hooorablc Thomas J. l{oouey (R·•'L) 
The Hooon.ble Jos•.PI• J. Hod (R-NV) 

Mr. Bon')' Jackson, Clri<:rurStufrtu the Spe.ker 
Mr. Kevin ~ith., C(mlm\lnicatioM Director. Offi¢e of the Spea);« 
Ms.. Jr:twife:r Sh::w.ut, No.tioaa.l Sccwity Advnor, Oft10( of lhe Speaker 

It wo\lld be .appreci.c.ted iflhe 0epartm(nt of Ud'~se \VOIJ.ld fumisl1 ~ut:h ~$-Si~ce as is MC('I$.$31')', 

induding gmuntl rT'$l1!1pclrtation, {0 fo.ciliUtt~?- this mission. as well as two Marine military c9Com and 
mHitary air transportation. Aurhori1..a'cion fnr the expc:nrliturc of fund~ for the &ctuaJ and ne~JeSIIai)' 
e:tpeu.ses should he nude J)W3uM f tO 3 I U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

Please also fHX( tlw it is requested tl\at CENTCO~ a1JV(.:3.t~ box dale.'$ in Iraq on April16 and 17 
(RON iD. Boghood Apri116), und b<JX da"" ;., Afglv.ni...,. on April IS, 19. "'d 20 (RON in I<abul on 
Apri118 and 1 9) f('d' tbc cnrire 12 n-.ember delegution. 

oo: 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OffiCE: 

1-1--232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

l 202) 225-0600 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

C!tongrrss of tbr Wniteb ~tates 
~ouse of l\epr~entattb~ 

March 16, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of February 4, 2011 regarding Codel Pelosi to 
Afghanistan and Italy during the approximate period of March 17-23, 2011. The 
following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Democratic Leader, and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable John Mica (R-FL) and Mrs. Pat Mica 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (D-CT) 
The Honorable Leonard Boswell (D~IA) 
The Honorable Bill Pascrell, Jr, (D-NJ) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Arms 
The Honorable Brian Monahan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff to the Democratic Leader 
Mr. John Coon, Chief of Staff, Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Protocol Director to the Democratic Leader 
Mr. Nadeem Elshami, Communications Director to the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Kate Knudson, Executive Assistant to the Democratic Leader 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: 
. -· 

The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk · 
U.S. House ofRepresentatives 

\lllliiftiiilillll 



JON~ A BOEHNEfl ''"~,.uc;r:-' or:.cc 
H-.li\7 u.s. CA.,,~. tUI.C11tf(, 

\'I;.~~•N~Uro•l.. nc: '3515 
12011 22b~$00 

Omo 

\tougr£5!1 of tf;e Unit£11 ~tates 
)!)oust. of !l.t~rtStlrtirtibtg 

The Honocable Robert M. Gate• 
l;ettei>u'y 
U.S. IJeparttnent of Oefeme 
Washington, DC 20301 

D= Mr. Sccrct&y: 

M~l\29. 2011 

This l<'ller willauthori<e Mr. Georg~ Ro~=, As.i•llmt to Ill• Speaker for PoUcy, to 
l:fl\vol with Statfdcl Cimino (authorizod by the Coolroittee on l'tnonci•l Sc:r.i~) to 
Sillfl3IX'I'e, Vietnam, ond Hons Kong during the approximate perind ofApri115·23, 
21JJ I. The P"'l''"< oflh<lrip is to obtain intonnation on dcvclopuu:uUI in"" impo11Mt 
(:merging finnncia.l mArket. 

It would be oppreciate<l if the Department of l)efense would fwnisb such ass:istanoe as is 
""""'-<Or)', inclu;ling ground trmspottalion, w focilitote tbi$ mission, o.< well o; :-l•vy 
e$COcl. AntllorW<tion fvr the .,.,ponditur< of funds f<JT the ROOJol aud '""""'""'Y exren•"' 
should be made ptmruant to J I U.S.C. ll OS(g). 

Th4t1l<. you in advanc;c for your prompt attrotiou to this matte.«. 

Sinoo:cty, 

Q~ (} '1)u~ .. ... ~ 
(::Inn .4.. l!oehner 

oc: Th~ Honorabl¢ KRKn L Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House ofRepre,;entorives 

.. 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILOINO 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202122!H>600 

QCongress of tbe 'ltnittb ~tatt.s 
~ou.5t ot ll\epuftntatibt~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
_Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr~-s~etary: 

April 1 t 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of March 16t 2011 regarding my upcoming 
congressional delegation. Please note that we will no longer be traveling to Germanyt but 
will travel to Belgiwn instead. The purpose of the visit to Mons, Belgium is to meet with 
Supreme Allied Commander Europe to discuss NATO contributions to Operation 
Enduring Freedom and ongoing operations in North Africa. 

Please also note that Mr. James Gottshall, U.S. Department of State Diplomatic Securityt 
has been invited to travel with the delegation. · 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. H , Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

•' I. 



JOH~ A. BCEH~ER WAiiiiiiiBTON OFI'IC£ 

H-'-l' V~ l':""'tl\"• IU-.1'11111\ 
VIAS,.INUII!IN. DC ~61S 

1.)02: :m. tttouu 

011:: 

<!rongtess' ot tf)r Ulnittb ~tate!> 
Jtol!Sr of l!\rprrsrntatibr• 

The Holl<)]'able Robert M. \111te.' 
Secretary 
U.S. [)q>artmc:nt of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Sectetary: 

April I, 2011 

This lcttcrwiU ~uthori:re lhe Honoroble Michael TW11e<, Chainnan of the NATO I> A, to 
lead a delegation to Bulgaria durins tbc approximate J><:riod of May 26-30, 2011. The 
pUTpose of this trip is to attond the Spring meeting of the NATO Parliamentary 
Assembly. For protocol purpooes only, spotLses may IJ:avel with Ute delel:'ltion at no cost 
II> Ute 8<JYmllllont. A lisl of aulborized Members and staff wiU fullow at a lat<X date-

It would he aprreciated iftbc Department of Defense would furnish such ossi$Wiceas is 
neces.~ry, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air For<.-e 
escort. AuthoriT.arinn for t~e exp<rulin~re of funds for the oclllaland necessary expenses 
should (,.,mwl~p""'wmt to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for yolll' prompt attentiMto this matte<. 

Si n"""ty, 

A.. Bochner 

cc: The Honorable Kar"" 1... H Clerl<. 
U.S. House of Rqmsmtativ<s 

.. : 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE; : 
OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUlLOlNG 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225--1)600 

~ongrrss of tbr Wnitcll ~tatcs 
J;Jou~e of ~epre~entattbeg 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 12, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Democratic Whip, Mr. 
John Hughes, Senior Policy Advisor to the Democratic Whip, and Mr. David Stewart, 
Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker, to travel with Codel Camp (authorized by the 
Committee on Ways and Means) to Colombia during the approximate period of April18-
20, 2011. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

I 
cc: The Honarable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 

U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OHIO 

SPEAKER 

~ongres~ of tbe ltnittb 6tattl 
••e of 1\tprtfmtatfbu 

April20, 2011 

The Houorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washimgton, DC 2030 l 

Dear Mr. Secrewy. 

WASHINGTON OR'ICe: 

H-232 u.s. CN'ITOL BUW.OING 

WA9HINGTI)N. DC 20516 
1m1m--oeoo 

Tbia letter wiU authorize lbc Honorable Nancy Pelosi, Democratic L..eader, 10 :lead a delegation ofMemba's 
and staff to lnlq, Qatar. aod Israel durin& the approx.bQatc period of May S-1 0, 20 11. The purpose of 1he 
trip is to assess the activities of US and coalition furces aod 1he implementation of the Status of Forces 
A&reemen1 (SOFA) in Iraq. In Qatar and Israel, the deloption will meet with foreign government leaders 
and U.S. military and civiliao offic1als to discusa bilataaland multilatenl collaboraticm related to the 
Middle East peace process) operations m 8mb Alia. the Middle East. and North Africa; regiooal polJdtal 
!llld social tramition; and~ and counter ~on. For protocol purposes ooly, spoU8e8 
may travel at oo cost to the gowrnmeot. Tbe followin& Members md staff are aothorized to travel; 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Demoeratic Leader 
The Honorable Roaooe Bartlett (R-MD) 
The Hooorable George Miller (D.CA} 
The Honorable Nick R.aball (D-WV) 
The Honorable Alma Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) 

Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff w the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Reva Price, Office of the Ot!mocratic Loldcr 

- Ms.- Stacy Kerr; Oflice of'tbe Democratic Leader 
Ms. Bridget Fallon. OftiOe ot"tb6~c··L.eadef ' : · ·· · ·. · ' -, .... -

Mr. Andrew Hammill. Office of the Democratic Leader 

lt would be appreciated if tbe Department of Deblse woUld furnish IIUCb assistance u is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, u wellllS Air Force escort and military air 
traosportation. Authorization for the expeodhure of tUods for the actual and necessary expenses sbouJd be 
made pursuant to 31 u.s.c.- 1 iOS~): · · · · · · 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Hau, Cleric 
U.S. House ofR.epresentatives - .. 



J:>HN A. BOEHNEF< 
U~rn 

Qrongn.sil of tb e ~nltell ~tatrs 
~ou~t of ~tllrl'!l'nttatib!9' 

The Honorable Robert M, Gaits 
Secrelilry 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC20.101 

·Denr M r. Se~rttmy: 

May 20. 2011 

WA~MIICTOJiCriiCC: 

~2l2l;.S. •:A•II·:.ot. •ur..O.Ntl 
YIA::N,..r,~l\0,1)(; l!lSI~ 

CXl.>l1'&-<1&0r. 

This is in ftmmr reference to my letter of Apiil I, 201 I, regording Code) Tumor lu 
Bulgaria during the Approximate period of Mny 26·30, 201 J. Please note that Gcrn1ony 
has l>".cn •dtlc-d lo the itinerary and U1c trip will ro:um to Washington on May 31, 2011. 
The foll;)\ving Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

TI1c Honorable Mike Turner (R·OH), Chaicman, l:S Dele~Ation to the NATO PA 
and Mrs. i.ori Turner 
The Honorai>Je Miko Ross (D·AR) and Mrs. Holly Ro« 
lbe lionorai>JoJo:ii.nn Emers<m (R·MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney 
The Honorabie Jeft'Mifler (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki :VI iller 
The Honorable Ben Chandler (ll·KY) 
The Honorable. Joe Wilson (R-SC.) aud Mrs. Roxanne Wilw:t 
The Honoral)leCal'Oiyn McCarthy (0- NY) 

Mr. Riley Moore, SecrCI>lry, US D<ltgulion (o the 1\ATO PA 
),!,, Gteg McCurthy, PSM, House Co1tUllit!<o on Foreign A.i:lhlrs 
Mr. David File, PSM. Hoose <".ommictee on Foreign Affairs 

Thank you jn ad.,•once for your promp( attention lo this mauer. 

Sincerely, . . 

cc: 

·. ··... . (f.!:-£.~ 
The Houoiab!S K31-cn' L. Haas, Clerk' 
U.S. Holise ofRepreseniill.ives 



JOHN A . BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

O HIO 

SPEA KER 

H-232 U.S . CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 2051 5 
1202) 225-0600 

Ql:ongres.s' of tbe 1lnittb ~tates 
~ou~t of ~prt9'tntatibt9' 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 24, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of Apri129, 2011 regarding Codel Dreier (HDP) 
to Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, and Ukraine on official business during the 
approximate time period of June 4-13, 2011. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairm~ HDP 
The Honorable David Price (D-NC), Ranking Member, HDP 
The Honorable Brad Miller (D-NC) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HOP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, PSM, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, House Appropriations Committee 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

llllllilifliliillllll 
··: . 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

1-f-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHlttGTON, OC 20515 
(202) 225-0600 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

~ongre£)£) of tbe mntttb ~tatts 
i}oll!'t of )1tPrt5tntatibt9' 

May25, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear~ Secretaiy·:--

This is in further reference to my letter of May 20. 2011, regarding Codel Turner to 
Bulgaria and Gertnany during the approximate period of May 26-31, 2011. Please note 
that Luxembourg has been added to the itinerary and Dr. Wil Peralta, USN, wilJ travel 
with the delegation. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. H • Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Q.~ 

OSD 06705-11 

\NIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllll 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

1202) 225-0600 

Qtongre55 of tbe Wniteb ~tates 
~ou.s't of ~res.entatibes 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

June 3, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Cliff Steams, Chairman of the Transatlantic 
Legislator's Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to Belgium and 
Hungary during the a~roximate period of JW1e 28- July 2, 2011. The purpose of the 
trip is to attend the 70 meeting of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue (TLD). For 
protocol purposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. A 
list of authorized travelers will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

'Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

John A. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable n L. Haas, Clerk 
U .S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOl BUILDING 
W ASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 225--0600 

Qtongr.ess of tb.e mntteb ~tates 
~ou.s'e of !Upresentatib~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

April 29, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chainnan of the House Democmcy 
Partnership (HDP), to lead a delegation to Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, and Ukraine 
on official business during the approximate time period of June 4-13, 2011. 

The main purpose ofthis trip is to renew partnerships with the legislatures of Georgia, 
Ukraine, and Mongolia in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. In 
Kyrgyzstan, the delegation will meet with members of the national parliament and the 
national executive to assess the potential of a future program with the Jogorku Kengesh. 
A list of authorized Members and staffwill foJlow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate thls mission, as wen as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

IIIII 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON. DC 20515 

(2021 225-0600 

((ongrrss of tbt i!tnlteb ~tates 
J)ouSie of l\epr~tntattbts 

April28, 2011 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize Mr. John Lawrence, ChiefofSta:ffto the Democratic Leader, to 
travel with Codel Hall (authorized by the Committee on Science, Space and Technology) 
to Florida on April29, 2011. The purpose of this trip is to attend NASA's STS-134 
launch. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Boehner 

cc: The Hon6rable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OHIO 

SPEAKER 

QCongress of tbe ittntteb ~tates 
lfJouS'e of l\tpreS'entattbes 

May 4, 2011 

The Honomble Rob en M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Deplll1ment of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILOIIIIG 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202] 225-<>600 

This is in further reference to my letter of April20, 2011 regarding Code! Pelosi to lraq, Qatar, and Israel during the 
approximate period of May 5-I 0, 2011. The following Men1bers and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Democratic Leader and Mr. Paul Pelosi 
The Honorable Roscoe: Bartlett (R-MD) and Mrs. Ellen Bartlett 
The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) 
The Honorable Nick Rahal I (D-WV) 
The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA) 
The Honorable Carolyn Maloney (D·NY) 
The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal I 
The Honorable Steve Israel (D·NY) 
The Honorable Cedric Richmond (D-LA) 

The Honorable Brian Monahan, Attending Physician 
Mr. John Lawrence, Chief of Staff to the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Reva Price, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Ms. Stacy Kerr, Office of the Dem.ocratic Leader 
Ms. Bridget Fallon, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Mr. Andrew Hammill, Office of the Democratic Leader 
Mr. Alston Richardson, DSS Agent (State Department Orders) 

Per the rcqueS1 of the Office of the Secretary of Defense, I run including the information that the Democratic Leader 
has made the following requests directly to the Office of the Secretary of Defense: 

• allowing nine Members of Congress to travel into lra.q; and 
• supporting the mission with a socood augmented crew. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

Sincerely, · 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFIC£: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUfL.OING 
W ASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 226-0600 

(!Congres-s- of tbe 'ifelnlteb ~tatts 
~ou~t of lUprt~entatibe~ 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary · 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

May 12, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Kevin McCarthy, Majority Whip, to lead a 
delegation of Members and staff to Poland, Hungary> Germany, the Czech Republic, and 
the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 25- July 4> 2011. The 
purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials to discuss issues of mutual 
interest, including foreign affairs, international trade, and our global economy. For 
protocol purposes only, spouses may travel at no cost to the government to participate in 
official events in each country. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of fimds for the 
actuaJ and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 11 08(g). 

. . 
Thank you in advanceJor your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

. . 
cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 

U.S. House of Representatives 

1111111~1111 



JOH" A. eOF.-Hf\llt 
Ot11:> 

Sf'CM(II 

C4:tlniJ(tB1~ of tbt ~niteb $tatesi 
J{loust of 1\tpretmtAtibt.~ 

The Honoral)le Rohen M. Oates 
Socrewv 

' U.S. 0.-pSL11nCDtofDefense 
Washington, DC 20~01 

Dear Mr. S<cr<tory: 

May 16,2011 

'flo)$'t1-.GTOfl 'l! llU.; 

H~~v.s. c.,,m-,. ..,,H nu.on 
·..v..utM!lO.'>. OC2<1S15 

12M• 225-0~ 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Slew:ul, AlisislallliO U1e :>pcakcr for Policy, to 
inlvcl with (A:ldel Thomlx:ny (authorized by the Ho= Ann«l Services Committee) to 
llfghani$1ltn, UAE, Eslonia, Germany and ~elgium ~uring the approximat,; period of 
M•y 26-30,2011. 'llte purpose of the 1rip is 1(1 review ongoing overs<as contingency 
operations. Special operations, and cyber act h•ities. 

1~ would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furni:sb such assistance as is 
nece•sary. including ground transportation, to fucilitate. this mission. os well os A nny 
""'ort<md military o.ir ll'ai1Spol1lltion. At1ihorization for the expenditwe of li.tnds for tn.. 
actual aud neco:ssary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. II 08(g). 

Thank you in advance for your pron>Pt attmtion to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

C"W .. Q..~
?}m":'Boehner · 

cc: Tile Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of R~ntatives · · 



HOWARD P. 'BUCK" McKEON, CALIFORNIA. CHAIRMAN 
ROSCOE G. BARlLETI. MARYLAND 
MAC Ti<ORNBERRY, TEXAS 
WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA 
W. TODD AKIN, MISSOURI 
J RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA 
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA 
JOE WILSON. SOVTH CAROLINA 
FRANK A LoBI ON DO, NEW JERSEY 
MICHAEL TURNER, OHIO 
JOHN ~LINE, MINNESOTA 
Mil(£ ROGERS, ALABAMA 
TRENT FRANKS. ARIZONA 
BILL SHUSTER. PENNSYLVANIA 
14;. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS 
DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO 

COMMITfEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

m.~. l}oust of l\tprt5rntahbt5 
Da~bington, 19«: 20515-6035 

ROB WITTMAN, VIRGINIA 
DUNCAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA 
JOHN C. FLEMING, M.D., LOUISIANA. 
Mil(£ COFFMAN, COlORAOO 
T OM ROONEY. FLORIDA 
TODD RUSSELL PLATTS, f>ENNSYLVANIA 
SCOTT I'IOELL, VIRGil" A 
CHRIS GIBSON. NEW YORK 
VICKY HAR1ZLER. MISSOURl 
JOE HECK. NEVADA 
BOBBY Sc>iLLIIIG.ILLINOIS 
JON 'IUNYAN. NEW JERSEY 
AUSTiti SCOTT. HORGIA 
TIM GRIFRN, ARKANSAS 
STE,'EN PALAZZO. MISSISSIPPI 
ALLEN B. WESt. FLDRIIlA 
MARTHA ROBY, ALA.3AMA 
MD BROOKS. ALAEIAMA 
TODD '<OUNG.IMltANA 

The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary ofDefense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

ONE HUNDRED TWELFTH CONGRESS 

June 9, 2011 

ADAM SMITH. WASHINGTON 
SILVESTRE REYES. TEXAS 
LORETTA SANCHEZ, CALIFORNIA 
MIKE MciNlYRE. NORTH CAROLINA 
ROBERT A. BRADY. P£NNSYLVANIJ\ 
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY 
SUSAN A . DAVIS. CAliFORNIA 
JAMES R LANGEVIN, RliOOE ISLAND 
RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON 
JIM COOPER. TENNESSEE 
MADELEINE Z. 90RDALLO. GUAM 
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT 
DAVE LOEBSACK. IOWA 
GAB'IIELLE GIFfOROS. ARIZONA 
NIKI TSONGAS, MASSACHUSETTS 
CHELUE PINGREE. MAINE 
LARRY KISSELL. NORTH CAROLINA 
MARliN HEINRICH. NEW MEXICO 
BILL OWENS. t>£W YORK 
JOHN R. GARAMENDI. CALIFORNIA 
MARKS. C'IITZ, PENNSYLVANIA 
TIM RYAN, OHIO 
CA.. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGE R. MAAVLANO 
HANK JOHNSON. GEORGIA 
KAn<Y CASTOR. FLORIDA 
BETTY SUTTON. OUIO 
COL1.E£N HANIABU5A, HAWAII 

ROBERT L SIMMONS. II. STAFHliAECl OR 

This letter is to authorize Christopher Bright, Professional Staff Member, and Brian 
Garrett, Professional Staff Member, to travel on official business to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on 
or about June 13, 2011. They will be travelling with Senator Risch as part of the Congressional 
Delegation tour that has been arranged to visit the detention facility at Guantanamo and to be 
briefed on its operations. 

Per diem expenses are not to exceed the rate established by the General Services 
Administration or, if applicable, the rate specified for High Cost Geographical Areas, 
transportation costs, and other travel-related expenses are authorized and shall be paid from 
appropriations available in accordance with provisions of Public Law 83-207 (31 U .S.C. 
1108(g)). 

It would be appreciated if your staff would make whatever arrangements may be 
necessary for this travel. 

·.· 

HPM:lh' 

oward P. "Buck" McKeon 
Chainnan 

• ·~, • ' ' I 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 226-0600 

~ongress of tbe W.nlteb ~tates 
J!)ouse of 1\epresentatib~ 

July 18, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman ofthe House Democracy 
Partnership (HDP), to lead a delegation to Haiti and the Dominican Republic on official business 
during the approximate time period of July 29-30,2011. The main purpose ofthis trip is to renew 
partnerships with the Haitian legislature in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. The 
foUowing Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable David Price (D-NC) 
The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (.D-CA) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-wn 
Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HOP 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Office of Representative Price 
Mr. Brad Smith, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine escort and 
military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and 
necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

r.~ 
cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, . 

U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-0600 

C!Congress of tfJe ~.niteb ~tates 
~oUS'e of l\tprt!)tntatfoes 

June 21, 2011 

I 
The Honorable Robetjt M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: . 

This is in further refJenceto my letter of May 12, 2011, regarding Codel McCarthy to Poland, Hungary, 
Gennany, the Czechc~epublic, and the United Kingdom during the approximate period of June 25- July 5, 
20 11. The purpose of the trip is to meet with government officials to discuss issues of mutual interest, 
including foreign affairs, international trade, and our global economy. The following Members and staff 
are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy (R-CA), Majority Whip, and Mrs. Judy McCarthy 
The Honorable lleana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL) and Mr. Dexter Lehtinen 
The Honorable Karen Bass (D-CA) 
The Honorable Elton Gallegly (R-CA) and Mrs. Janice Gallegly 
The Honorable Greg Walden (R-OR) and Mrs. Mylene Walden 
The Honorable Mac Thornberry (R-TX) and Mrs. Sally Thornberry 
The Honorable Lynn Westmoreland (R-GA) and Mrs. Joan Westmoreland 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) and Mr. Charles Capito, Jr. 
The Honoralble Steve Scalise (R-LA) and Mrs. Jennifer Scalise 
The Honoralble Aaron Schock (R-IL) 

I 
Ms. Natalie ~uchanan, Office of the Majority Whip 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Office of Interpar:liamentary Affairs 
Ms. Emily Henehan Murry, Office of the Majority Whip 
Mr. Riley Moore, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. John Stipicevic, Office ofthe Majority Whip 
Ms. Kristin Thomson, Office of the Majority Whip 

Dr. Rachel Jillacorta, USA (Anny orders) 
Mr. Steve ~er, DSS (State Department orders) 

! 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 
' 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, 

U:S. House t fRepresentatives 

Sincerely, 

0.~ 

~~~~ 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOl 6UILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

I 
I 

I 
I 

~ongrtsn of tbt WnitdJ ~tates 
~ou~e of l\epre~entattbe~ 

June 23, 2011 

The Honorable Rtbert M. Gates 
Secretary : 
U.S. Department Of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretmpr: 

This is in ftnther k :ference to my letter of June 3, 2011 regarding Codel Stearns to 
Belgium and H~ary during the approximate period of June 28- July 2, 2011. The 
purpose of the tri* is to attend the 70th meeting of the Transatlantic Legislators' Dialogue 
(TID). The folloFg Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

I 

The Honorable Cliff Stearns (R-FL) and Mrs. Joan Stearns 
The Honotable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield (R-KY) and Mrs. Connie Harriman Whitfield 
The Honorable Jim Costa (D-CA) 
The Honorable Sheila Jackson Lee (D· TX) 
The Honotable Vern Buchanan (R-FL) and Mrs. Sandy Buchanan 

I 

The Honorable Brian Bilbray (R-CA) and Mrs. Karen Bilbray 

Ms. Sarah, Blocher, PSM, HF AC 
Mr. Ed Rice, PSM, HFAC 
Ms. Jean Carroll, Dir, of Cmte. Ops, HF AC 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: 

! .~!~~ 
The Ho~le Karen L. Ha3s, Clerk 
U.S. Ho,e ofRepresentatives · 

I 

.... 
i . ..--.... ' ·. ~ ' • I ' ,• . . i .... 



JOHN A 80 ;HNER 

(onnres-5 of tfle I!Jnittll ~tate& 
:flou1t of i~tprmntati&ts 

The Honorable kon Panena 
Secretruy 
U.S. Depor~m~:nt ofD<:ft.oso 
Washington, DC 20301 

Juoe 2:9, 20 II 

l'r' ... !NWI\~ OW.~. 

~zn us. CN>~'•<o.. '-'vu ....... 
WA:NIIDTO~, (IC 2U~Ho 

12WI 2l!5-il101.13 

Dear Mr. SeeremjY: 

This is in further ~ference to my letter of JuM 23, 2011 regarding Codcl Stearns to 
BelsJwn and 1-lungary during the approximate period of JuM 28- .July 2, 2011. The 
putp<>Se of the tri~ is to attend the 70th mooting of the Truns•tl'llllic L<>!lisl•tors' Dialogue 
(TLD). Pleo.se nqte that in addition to the previously authorized travelers, Mr. Stefan 
Wbibley, Political Officer ot U.S. Jlmba:oiy Brussels. is authorized to travel v.ith the 
delegation fromljel!lium to Huug&y. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attc111ion 1o this m.a~er. 
I 

S~ly, 

Fi.~ 
cc: 1 he Holtorable Karert L. Haas, Clerk 

U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

~ongress of tbt Wntttb ~tatt5 
~ou~r of l\epr~entatwtS' 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

August 2, 2011 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202 f 225--0600 

I am writing to inform you of my intention to lead (or designate a lead)~ three delegations 
of Members and staff to Shanksville, Pennsylvania. New York, New York, and 
Arlington, Virginia during the approximate period of September 1 0-11, 2011. The 
purpose of the trips is to attend official ceremonies in conjunction with the observance 
and recognition of the lOth anniversary of the tragic events of September 11, 2001. A list 
of authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation and Air Force escort, to facilitate this mission. 
Authorization for the expenditure of ftmds for the actual and necessary expenses should 
be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

D. 

Ill 
. .. ·. 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDJNG 

WASHINOTON , DC 20515 
(2Q2~ 225-{)600 

crtongress of tbt ltniteb ~tates 
Ji)ou~t of 1\tpr~tntatibtS' 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

September 8, 2011 

Dear Mr. Secretary: I 
This is in further reference to my letter of August 2, 2011 regarding the two delegations 
of Members and staff to Shanksville, Pennsylvania, and New York, New Yorlc. during 
the approximate period of September 1 0-11, 2011. 

The following Members and staff are authorized to travel to Shanksville, Pennsylvania on 
September 10, 2011: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Sam Farr (D-CA) 
The Honorable Doc Hastings (R-W A) 
The Honorable Blake Farenthold (R-TX) and Mrs. Debbie Farenthold 

Father Patrick Conroy, Chaplain of the House 
Mr. Ted Daniel, Office of the Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Trevor Kolego, Office of the Speaker 
Ms. Marybeth Carozza, Office of Rep. Steve Stivers (R-OH) 

The following Members and staff are authorized to travel between Penn Station and 
Ground Zero in New York on September 11 , 2011: 

The Honorajle Charles B. Rangel (D-NY) 
The Honoratile Joseph Crowley (D-NY) 
The Honorable Eliot Engel (D-NY) 
The Honorable Gregory Meeks (D-NY) 
The Honorable James Himes (D-CT) 
The Honorable Nydia Velazquez (D-NY) 
The Honorable Jose Serrano (D-NY) 

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, House Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Don Kellaher, Deputy Sergeant at Arms 

llllllll~ifllillillllllll 



Mr. Robert Fitzpatrick, Office of the Sergeant at Arms 
Mr. Jack DeWolfe, Office of the Sergeant at Arms 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. • Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

01110 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225--{)600 

flCongreS'S' of tbe Wniteb ~tate.s' 
~ollie of 1\epresentatib~ 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: I 

September 13 ~ 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Michael Turner~ Chairman of the NATO P A, to 
lead a delegation to Romania during the approximate period of October 6-10, 2011. The 
purpose of this trip is to attend the Fall meeting of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly. 
For protocol purposes only, spouses may travel with the delegation at no cost to the 
government. A list pf authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation. to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses 
should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas~ Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

II 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20615 

[202) 225-{)600 

~ongr£55 of tbe mnlteb ~tate! 
~ou!SJe~~!mS~~gf~tlbns 

I 
The Honorable Leon Pll{letta 
Secretary j 

U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, PC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman of the House Democracy Partnership 
(HOP), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to Tunisia, Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan. Iraq, and Ireland on 
official business dwing ~e approximate time period of September 24- October 3, 2011. 

The main purpose of uut trip is to conduct training in furtherance of the HDP program in Lebanon. initiate 
a program in lraq, and C9nduct meetings with key leaders in democracy-building efforts in each country. 
The following Members, and staff are authorized to travel: 

I 

' 
The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman 
The Honorable1 David Price (D-NC) 
The Honorable!Jim McDermoU (D-WA) 
The Honorable\Gwen Moore (D-WI) 
The Honorable, Keith EUison (D-MN) 

I 
Mr. John Lis. Staff Director, HDP 
Ms. Racb.ael tAman, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Brad Smit*, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee . 
Mr. Asher Hil,brand. Legislative Director to Rep. Price 
Mr. Robert Lafence, Professional Staff, HCF A 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission. as well as Marine escort and military air 
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be 
made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. ll08(g). 

Thank you in advance £' r. your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable! Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

! 

IIIIIID 



JCHI>I/\. BOEHNER 

l!:ongttss of tl}t lmniteb !!$>tate~ 
~ou~~.k26~!11fflilit~ 

Tht: Hnnorablc l.oon rar~o.:1U 
Socrowy 
U.S. Dcpamncnt ofOcfen~:e 
W&Abington, D<>2li:\O I 

Dell! Mr. Sccrotary: 

W.'l~tt/loiUI(" ll~·IU: 

tt-~.n V.S ~I>TCI. 61JI•nw; 
'NI·~•·oo.~. 0C l~l~ 

'·' '': 'm.tof't:() 

This &cttcr will auttwi1..::-the HnnC'ItA.M-e Os\'id Dl"eicr,. C1\.tirman of eM Houso IRmo<:racy f"~ 
(.HDJi). to ltud a dclcgari.:>n of MerMen and Mali w Hani ()I) official~ d.uring lhe appro.~ liw~ 
period Ocwbtr 10.2011. 

l'bc rosin purpose of this Q'lp b lO <:Ondu~ tnlioioe ond m&eiill&s with &0\'t)l'tJ.tllW<>ffi<:ials in oo1~un<:tioOn 
wnb tbe mission oh9..e PutD&tSb.lp. The fullow:Og Members o.od staffa.re autltOC"i.uld to n'3WI: 

Tbc H....-obloDavl4 Dteler (R-<'Al. Chailmao 
Tbc HonOMiblo Davl4 Pric< (D.:-/ C) 
Tbc H®O<'tlblo Donald Peyoe (D-NI) 
The Honorable Loi> Cljlps (D-CA) 
Tbc Honorable 1\usb Holt NJWI) 
Tbc Honorable sus .. D•wls (D-CA) 

Mr.l'nlm lis, Staff'Direc-oo.r, HDP 
M3. IW:bacl Leman. ProfessiOMI Su.ft Ho(N-Rules Comlllicte& 
Mr. Brad Smith. Pnlfcssional SUt.ft Home ku.le6 Coii'\Jllial)~ 
Mr. A~:hcr Hi.ldebr&\d, l egislative Director to Rt9. Prloe 
Mr. Robe:rt I .awrtt~..;». Professiont~l Stoff. HCF A 

Tt would be epprccWccl if thc.f.>.epartJn(nr ('fl>eftnse Wl)uld M.u.ish su~h assi~e as is ntct&WY, 
inttwfing gJi'lund Mnf.{W'Imri~n, &o fac:ililat~ tblsl'lt~D. as well as ~ine ~n S1ld militury ak 
tr~. Allthori?Riinn fnr 1he expendim.r~ of fuods ftt 'l.he aeQl3.) and Oreoe'5&Sr'/ ex:pcnses should be 
made pun.uant t.:l31 HS.C. 1108({:). 

oc: The Honorable Kalen L. H..w. Ckrl:. 
lJ.S. H\>use of RepJ"eeenaulvl'S 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OH I[) 

S PEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202 } 2 25-0600 

~ongress of tbe llntteb ~tates 
JJouse of l\epresrntatibrs 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary ' 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 3, 2011 

'This is in further reference to my letter of September 13, 2011 regarding Codel Turner> 
Chainnan of the NATO P A, to Romania. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Mike Turner (R-OH) and Ms. Jessica Turner (adult daughter) 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) 
The Honorable Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Secretary; NATO PA Delegation 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. David Fite, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Tim Morrison, PSM, House Armed Services Committee 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

John A. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-0600 

ctongrrss of tbe 'ltniteb ~tates 
;!}ouue of l\epre~entattbeg 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 4, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of October 3, 2011 regarding Codel Turner, 
Chairman of the NATO PA, to Romania. The following Members and staff are 
authorized to travel: 

The Honorable Mike Turner (R-OH) and Ms. Jessica Turner (adult daughter) 
The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross 
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller 
The Honorable JoAnn Emerson (R-MO) 
The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott 
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) 

Mr. Riley Moore, Secretary, NATO PA Delegation 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office of Interparliamentary Affairs 
Mr. David Fite, PSM, House Conunittee on Foreign Affairs 
Mr. Tim Morrison, PSM, House Armed Services Committee 
Mr. Greg McCarthy, PSM, House Committee on Foreign Affairs 

You will note that Congressman Gus Bilirakis is no longer traveling and that Mr. Greg 
McCarthy has been added to the trip. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

John A. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
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Qeongress of tf)e llniteb ~tates 
-oust of nrprt5tntatibt.5 

October 5, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in fmther reference to my letter of September 20, 2011 regarding Codel Dreier to Haiti on 
official business during the approximate time period October 10, 2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct training and meetings with goveniment officials in 
conjunction with the mission of the Partnership. The foJlowing revised list of Members and staff 
are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA), Chairman 
The Honorable Lois Capps (D-CA) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 
The Honorable Donald Payne (D-NJ) 
The Honorable Maxine Waters (D-CA) 
The Honorable Donna Christensen (D-VI) 
The Honorable Adam Schiff (D-CA) 
The Honorable Gwen Moore (D-WI) 

Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, HDP 
Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Professional Staff, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Legislative Director to Rep. Price 
Mr. Robert Lawrence, Professional Staff, HCF A 

Thank. you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 

OSD 12413-11 

\111111\~llllllllllllft 
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The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

October 6, 2011 

This is in further reference to my letter of September 20, 2011 regarding COOeJ Dreier to Haiti on 
official business during the approximate time period October I 0, 20 I I. · 

I woul.d like to add The Honorable Mazie Hirono (D-HI) and The Honorable Briao Monahan, 
Attending Physician, to the list of members and staff authorized to travel. 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: 

Sincerely. 

The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives . : ·.·. 
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ctongrrss of tbt Wnittb ~tatt5 
~ou5t of l\tprtsmtatibt~ 

October 6, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Dreier, Chairman of the House Democracy 
Partnership (HOP), to lead a delegation to Peru, Columbia, El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Panama on official business during the approximate time period ofNovember 4-14, 2011. 

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct training in furtherance of the Commission's 
program in Peru, to conduct a preliminary assessment of the feasibility of programs in El 
Salvador and Guatemala, and to meet with government officials and business leaders in 
Colombia and Panama. A list of authorized Members and staff will folJow at a later date. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of ftmds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attentio.n,to this matter . 

. ·_JohnA. Boehner 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk • 
U.S. House ofRepr~sentatives 

'. · 

·, 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, OC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

C!Congress of tbt i!ltniteb ~tates 
1!)oUS'e of l\tprt!)entatilies 

October 14, 2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Assistant to the Speaker for Policy, to 
travel with Code] Frelinghuysen (authorized by the Committee on Appropriations) to 
Oman, Afghanistan, Egypt, and the United Kingdom during the approximate time period 
of November 4-12, 2011. The purpose of this trip is to review ongoing operations in 
support of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan and Operation Odyssey Dawn. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Army 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g): 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER 
OHIO 

S PEAKER 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

QCongress of tf)e Wnitrb ~tates 
~o~t of l\wrtnntatibts 

October 31 , 2011 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

H-232 U.S. C APITOL BUILDING 

WASHINGTON, DC 205 15 
(202 t 225-0600 

This is in further reference to my letter of October 6, 2011 regarding Code I Dreier to Peru, Colombia, El 
Salvador, Guatemala, and Panama on official business during tbe approximate time period of November 4-
14, 2011. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel: 

The Honorable David Dreier (R-CA) 
The Honorable Sam Farr (D-CA) 
The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) 
The Honorable Susan Davis (D-CA) 
The Honorable Dennis A. Cardoza {D-CA) 

Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 
Mr. John Lis, Staff Director, House Democracy Partnership (IIDP) 
Ms. Rachael Leman, Policy Director, House Rules Committee 
Mr. Brad Smith, Professiona1 Staff: House Rules Committee 
Mr. Asher Hildebrand, Legislative Director, Rep. David Price (D-NC) 

In addition, the following U.S. government personnel have been invited to travel with the delegation from 
Lima to Tarapoto, San Martin, Peru on November 8, 2011: 

Mr. Michael J. Fitzpatrick, DCM, Embassy Lima 
Ms. Julia E. Hawley, RSO, Embassy Lima 
Mr. Philip Kaplan, POL, Embassy Lima 
Mr. James B. Fennell, PAS, Embassy Lima 
Mr. Bruce N. Abrams, USAID, Lima 
Ms. Cara L. Thanassi, USAID, Lima 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter_ 

cc: The Honorable Karen aas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



The: HonnT'l'l~:c Robcn- ).t G!ltcs 
Sr.crctary of f)cf(:tlS(: 

Wa~IUnglon, DC 203•Jl 

De~:.1' Mr. St"C~tery: 

~OIIQre!i.B ollb~ r&tnitcb i;ltale.lf 
'Dns.~in;,tlolt, ~4 20\': l!) 

We are Vtt'ltillg II'> a !!Certain yow· J.>ep.11r<.meot's.· im!'~nw,iur• ::.1\~ tmfut.,;~ment of t::e t>eleva.nt 
pro\ois:.,)nS ~f lh! Ct:mpttht:\:5iv:: l~!l S~nctloJ\..<;, A.;coUntabil:ty, .snd p:.ve.t:tment A~c (P.L ! I l- i95), wnich 
the F'1Ui&nt &Jgnert iniO law on Ju\y 1. 20HJ. 

l\~ yuu ilrow, ~~':tio·n I U1(bX3~ nf th-.t lc:giSJIItiOil <!mcnd~l.l tho lr;an S~n-.:tiunl: I\C4. (50 USC l70! 
uote) to !'Ulllil'e thalthe F:oc.t:caJ A;:qui~il.ion l<~ulation b~ •-c•.:i:;.c..1 hy nos INter than Sc:pt!:'!~~r 29. ·10 1•3, ''to 
le<JUitv. ~ C\!l{jficatiou frvm c~cb ~:-sun thul i!l::. pTQspr.c:tive cnnt'l.(tot th<lt the petSOn, ~ud any pet~J• ~.:· .... u~..:. 
(I( con:::olteC b)' the pef!:Oh own~d t"W contmllcd by the ~r:ion. <.J~~ r.ul t:TI;_'U~c iu an)' ac:i\'ily fot• which 
SOJtCiions may be imposed un&r ser.:rio1: S' of lh.e Iran Sllncli~lno; A:::t.. SecUo1l t02(i,)(3) a1f>c tt(tUil'o!S 1he he"d 
of ;:.u exec:JtiVc il(:ency, if ht '·dclcrmim~s lhnr a pc:ro;on h;1:s so,:.timittcd ll fals.:- .:e1ti~i~atiol1" iu 'J1is •~g;sn.l, tv 
''tern•iuace a cootr~l with .o;uo:.h pen;on or :le.b,.r 1>r 5\l&pcnd :eu<:h ~rwn fr<.Jm eligibility fot Fedet•e.l comruets 
fot· a t)er·.r,d of uo1 mncC' th3n :; >t.~~I\S." 

Repom indic.:~te tha:l lhe D~.1me.11 r.f llefeo~c ha.s cwllro~..:tr::J wiU1 muu~Ou:> E"n!ilies Uta~ ffi3Y h.'l.,.'e 
·:ooduct\'C'I t...lOC(i()n~·~.e acti. vilit:b un:.ler ~lieu S of the: Iron Sanctions Act, inC'ludir.g: A kcr s.,;:tio~:s; O;se.lim 
[aj,)~l ial Coq).);;\:.ii.tu; Eui; lupelt; Komal$u; M:Jen:k; Rt:p!<at; Rt>)'tli Du!eh Shell: SesC'Ill.irr:~d; 
Thy$senKropp 1\G: Tott~; Md Wul'le)'Parsons. 

·rh(.retorc. we wou:c. r..::sp:.¢tfll11>· request infofr.:acioo on ycur Dcp3rtln<:nf s r1a:-.s C'lr a=tin:-s l:~:acty 
u:-.ctcrtake \o .;.·om~ int~ compUanoc: w:th th~ stt.nuory •·ec;uirements. i.nclu:hng tly rcq·Jirtn~ ih.c. <:~bo\'e· 
l\";fcreuo=•l <:cTtifJc~Uon3 ::~od c~as;:lg flO}' oonu·azri•tg wifil entitie~ fhac conlin\18 to ooflrl•~e:l .o;B;:<('IJ<>nal:lle 
ncti"'itf.:~ \m:::ler $.1XI!ot~ 5 aflhe lrM Sa1\ctloos Act. 

Membu or COOgle$~ 

~0-"~·--
MIX£PEKCr • THADDEUS M<COITER 

Member of c a~s.s 

M!rder of Cougr::s:s Member ofCOJlgfess 



ANBURTzr~ 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
CONNIE MACK 

tJ·JVf!.~ 
BOB INGLIS 
Member of Congress 

W. TODD AKIN 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

Cf!T,Ii 4 HZ~JOU-rv 
Member of Congress 

Member of Congress 

~------.. 
TED PO 

Member of Congress 

vtvCt Co~-· 
MIKE COFFMAN 
Member of Congress 

, 7 A-. )2, ,(A.-1') 
THOMArJ. ~OONEY 
Member of Congress 

2 

BILL SHUSTER 
Member of Congress 



MICHAEL R. TURNER 
Member of Congress 

4$.~-:AJ 
Member of Congress 

3 

~ 
, . 

SCOTT GARRETT 
Member of Congress 



JOHN A. BOEHf\EP. 
O•n 

n. HOJlQI'abi•~-«'• Pw>w 
S«f(¢11)' 
U.S. Dep3l'tm<EJW ofDefea9e 
Wo;hi1lit<>O, DC 203>)1 

Dear Mt. S«m>ry: 

QCongus!> of tf)t Uniteil ~tates 
~O~t O( ll.tpm'tnt.uttJI:fl 

Novemhc.r 4, 2011 

H-lU U.S.C/,Mot. UU!I.D~o;; 
'll'·~*"t> n,·,. •. I'll': ,01'.1~ 

(~21 2~'00 

Thi$1ettef wiU authorize the Hanorabl~ CliffSceN·u~ . Cl1airrna.n afthe Tunwlantic. Lc~i.slatof'~ DioJogue 
(TLD}, to lead a ddegation of MembcD anJ $13ft' to:> J a~onvi U(\ Fkrida ~ the approxirn.lSO period of 
Dec 2- 4. 2011. The purpo9e ofi.hc trip i$ to auend a. meetin~ of the T'ranslldantic Le~islMors' Dialogue 
('TLD). For pl'(l(o;;olpwp~ only, spouu:s ofMnn'Ders may travel et no cost to the gov('mmcl).~ 11» 
foUowin~ Memba'z ~d ,uJf are wthoriz~ to tl'8vet: 

Th~ H(l«M..rdble Cliff Stwms (R-FL) and Mts. Joan St-earns 
Th~ .ti(l(H.lr.sb)e Lurdta Slll'\~z (D-CA) 
Tit• H..-.1>1• MID M; .. {lt-FL) 
The- HQft<~nlble JUu Costa (f>..CA) 
Tll.e- H01t<~nlble J<:oho Du.ocao, Jr. (R-TN) end Mn. Ouncm 
n~ H9f)(lrabk; Ma.rto.Di&t.-&lllrt (R-FL) 
The Honorable C-.>rr~ BroY>·a (D·FL.) 
The Honol"il>le Henry Juhosoa. Jr. (1>-GA) and Mn.lohwuo 

.'A&. s.tob Blo<ber. PSM, IIPAC 
Mr. !!<! ru..,., PSM. HF AC 
~ Jankt: R.,bin:.Ju.a, DRL'tOf, Off't<:e of lnc~liameutlll')' Affairs 
:vis. 'Kelb· Cr411't'O, ~~mt Dir«tur, Offi(!c of lDtcrparliameou.ry .<\.flairs 

Jr w.:.lW.l be awrec:iat.ed if l.b~ D~l uf Ueli::nse would furnish $1JCh a~A.w;(' 86 js tl¢C•m!WY. 
!o;:htdi:ag ground bUSpUt'l<d.i.OO,. to W:ilit:<M this mjB:Jioa, i1:$ ,~I;{) <U AU FIX1:-: ~1. Au(ltl)oritf;lrion for 1M 
e~dkure ofllmds fo•· Lh¢ actu.'tl anJ c~:~y <:~~~ shwld (...: .okWt I)W'$t.~ant (l) 3l U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Tb.ank you in Alfl,·l!O<Ce fot: yow· promJ)1 aaention to chill •n3ttet. . . 

ct: l·be Honorable K.arefl L. J. .• Clat. 
lJ.S. H-ow:c ('ofRbpl~stntouives · 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGtON OFFICE: 

li-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILOING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(2021 22l).-0600 

OHIO 

SPEAKE A 

Qeongr~s of tf)e Wnittb ~tatt5 
~ott$t of 1Aeprttttntattbti 

November 14,2011 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in reference to Code! Dreier (authorized by the Committee on Rules) traveling to Poland, 
Georgia, Lithuania, Egypt, and Ireland on official business during the approximate time period 
November 19-29,2011. 

' The following staff member is authorized to join this Code I: 

Mr. Barry Jackson, Chief of Staff to the Speaker 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OfFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CA PITOL BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202) 225-0600 

fltongregg of tbe Wntttb ~tateg 
1{)ou5e of ~epresmtatlbts 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

November 22, 2011 

This letter will authorize the Honorable Eric Cantor, Majority Leader, to lead a 
delegation of Members and staff to Saudi Arabia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, 
Turkey, and Israel during the approximate period of January 6-14, 2012. The purpose of 
the trip is to discuss issues of mutual concern with our foreign partners in the region. 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is 
necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force 
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the 
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives 



JOHN A. BOEHNER 
"'Q 

S:oaol(.:~ 

IUlngr~i' of tbe -mlnlteb ~t<1t~ 
jl',louYt ol :lt\tprc1fenla1 t~ es-

The Hon~mble L<:un Pllll<tl>l 
~r .. azy . 
U.S. Department of Oefense 
Wa<hington, DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

November28, 2011 

WA.q.clti("MII~FII(F: 

'-232 I,,I,S. C..,.o Vl "'~''-·"''• 
\\'.\.'\" 't:';,'· OCat.l.o 

1202) U$-0600 

Tbisletrer will authori1e rhe l{oooutble Ed Wbitfie!d, to lend 4 delegotion ofMemher• 
aud staff retumin~ li:um Egypt to Washington, DC un Novemb<r 29. 20 II. This 
delegation v.111 dep&t from Codel Llt-eior (authorized by the House Rules Committee). 
The following ~!embers and S1aff Qr¢ authorized 10 \ta'Vel: 

The Hooorahle P.d Whitfie!d(R-KY) ood Mr<. C:onniellnrrimnn 'lv'hitfield 
The HottOrllble Donald P;oyne (D-NJ) 
Mr. Jm.d Smitl>, Pl<>fessional Staff. Hou"' Rules Conlmittoc 

It would be ni>l'!'~iat<:d if the Depoltlncnt ofDdi:nsc would furniM such ossistonce as i~ 
n~c:~~ including ground tr.lMport.a.Lion, to fQCilitnte this mi~~ion~ a<; w·eU a.~ h·farine 
esoort and tnilitacy oir tr<~m>pun.tion. Authorization for lho c.,pon<lihm: of lilnol> for the 
octiUI! nnd ne<:<:"""Y cxpwses should be made p~U>uant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(\l). 

Ttumk you in ad\o'Oilce for your prortlJ't attentlon to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

oc: 'lbe HoooJable KJ.ren L. Haas. Cle<k 
U.S. Hoose ofRepresentel.ives 

... : . : 



JOHN A. BOEHNER WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

OHIO 

SPEAKER 

H-232 U.S. CAPITOL BUILOING 

WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 22!Hl600 

(:ongre.ss of tbe mntteb ~tates 
:t}ouse of l\tpresrntattb~ 

November 29, 201 1 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Washington. DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

This is in further reference to my letter of November 4, 2011 regarding the upcoming Transatlantic 
Legislators' Dialogue {TLD) meeting led by the Honorable Cliff Steams, Chainnan. Mr. Steams is leading 
a delegation of Members and staff to Jacksonville, Florida during the approximate period of Dec 2-4, 
2011. For protocol pmposes only, spouses of Members may travel at no cost to the government. Please 
note the updated list of travelers: 

The Honorable Cliff Steams (R-FL) and Mrs. Joan Steams 
The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA) 
The Honorable Jim Costa (D-CA) 
The H()J}orable Ander Crenshaw (R-FL) 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL) . 
The Honorable Corrine Brown (D-FL) 
The Honorable Henry Johnson, Jr. (D-GA) and Mrs. Jolmson 
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX) 

Ms. Sarah Blocher, PSM, HF AC 
Mr. Ed Rice, PSM, HFAC 
Ms. Janice Robinson, Director, Office oflnterparliamentary Affairs 
Ms. Kelly Craven, Assistant Director, Office of lnterparliamentary Affairs 

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance as is necessary, 
including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air Force escort. Authorization for the 
expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). 

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter. 

cc: The Honorable Karen L. Haas, Clerk 
U.S. House of Representatives . 
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The Honorable Leon E. Panetta 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
l 400 Defense Pentagon 
W ruiliingto~ DC 20301 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS 

1 102lOt11GWOifTrt HOtJSt OHICf SUILOING 
(202) 225-3625 

-l»asllingmn, BO: 20iJi-6'518 
http:Jiwavsa~dmea~tsllouse. gov 

OctoberS, 201 1 

NU. 44b:> P. 1 

~""VIR>~ ~~IN l.t.C~ItA'\1 ~-NIIJI·I(i M£M~~' 
: .. 1\AII!·ft IIAW.I ! ~,._ ... ·,•nf11 
•uAJHt_Y•'ln !il~ (..At:tcJ~'o·A 
~ tJ. 1.4~.;;1'(0\~0ft WAili!NI; ll "> 
;Ctth "l'f!IY., GIOft~~·A 
HK:II'III!;)I ~~IIi. \1A~ ..... -,...,~,: rs 
""' 'Jtlllt,lltM;.. <.:~.L•Ilii'IIA 
~-ov~ OI'X~, Tf~ 
!.01•.~ -till~ON. ~4~1HI"NJA 
J~ ll VIliS{)!. .;c...\,lt~J•I'Iil 
~. 814.64f .. ...,FII IWI\IIH 
1\()Nl'JIIo),~t>l 
~·l ~ASf.RH I, ,!A, "'f\¥ Jlllli( \ 
:;tiC•_uv ~l-~U'I'. HtlVIJ>to. 
:•r.;t"" r:>lll\'oJ\iY, >.tW >'Ott .. 

Jllr<UkW.¥~ 

'""J.)IIrl•v.ac:::. ... n, 

This letter is to authorize Congre'sman Adrian Smith (R-NE), a Member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives Commi~ on Ways and Means, to join a Congressional delegation 
being led by Congressman J a.son Chaff& (R-Ul), whi(;h plans to travel on official business to 
Germany. Italy, Morocco, South Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya from October 14,2011 to October 
22,2011. 

The purpose of the trip is to review United States foreign and trade policy toward these 
countries and is tied directly to the Committee's role in overseeing U.S. trade policy. 

It is requested that the Department of Defense furnish such assistance, including 
transportation, as may be required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of' funds for the 
payment of actual and necessary expenses of such transportation as may be required is 
authorized pursuant to Title 31 t U.S.C. l108(g). 

If there ace any questions. please have your staff contact Chris Stottmann at 
(202) 225-3625. Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

cc: The Hano.rable Adrian Smith 
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.... au-, II(; 2051.>-4001. 

The HA>noroble Robert M. Gatos 
Semttuy a! Dofcmo 
1000 DefeGJ< ~ 
Wu~ DC 20301-1000 

Dear Dr. Gores: 

Apdl9,20!a 

Q)MMTTE£0N 
WA'fi utDMtAN& 
lt<.lloOQ~611~T'ol 

~N'nlllfO't~ 

·' ""'""'mdy C<O>torttd blibli61 I..J(bi(5i 1 USA, 
Ret., ropding lhl> Mcblle McQicoJ lofi•non HO<>pital's rcqll<.'tdw:d>e ~I of Defense 
provide mwy aerial~ of its ln""''llilllrian mi,.ion to St. Yil>ocnt ...S tiiC Grenadines 
~ d!t period of May 2• to 28, 2010. Additiollal infcmu.don roganling the Mobile Modi.:al 
Mission Hospital and its \II)CO!Dill& hnmMir.triar. misaiancaD be found 11 itt web alte: 
Qup~fiiSI)>il!2!!Si<lisWmls00D.O!IJ. 

1 bod p<011i0\lily ....a- to :ro• •~ May 14, :lOOi, ooD<emmg a ,;,w.,. JOClU"' tmm the MDirile 
Medleal Mil5i<m Hol!,llillllllr l! llwlwllwton rntaslooln 2001. I bave eac~A>ood a oopyoflOrn>« 
Uodel Sec:reto~Y ur Odl::ule fo-r Polley Eric l!delmen's ,...po•~ for yoor review. 

In a"""""' oomirleoJ willa til law• aod resuJaljo05, I ~tfully m<~,w:st Y""" review oDd 
considOfll!cn of a wal""'petmltling miliwymuuy a<rial support of tho Moll I I.e Mccl!col 
Minion Ho51'ital's hllDW!llarial> mi~. 

PI-• address yow~· by mail to my lan""llt off~ lou1ed at 20 &..1JJ Main Str.,t, 
&ttt•tn, .llJN.mlle, lfl'ffl>niDo. "'J4.J, or by tax w(608) 75'2-4711. SI!Duldyouhr.ve any 
quati01>3 about this n:qut$1, my Canslilw:nt Servi«:Sllq!eoe~~tat!ve, Clwllleibert. an bo 
- &1 (603) 152-4050, or by Hll!il " clu!d_bcrl><rf@moi!.bPmt,&RY. 

Ap.in. tlwlk yo<1 foryt><ll'J'tOI!>llt «>C>Sidemi011 of !he Mobile M<dioal Mi"ion HOIJiitiJ'$ 
,.que&t. l look !'orwlo:d to yow\illlely n><ponse. 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Derens.e 
1000 DeiCnse Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

De~r Sccrct:.u)' Cc:tes: 
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As yvu heard during your Fehroary 3n: testimony before the House Anncd S::rvk.e::: Commiuee, fhere 
appears to be a utajor disconnect between rhe pe!$pet:Lh·es olthe Dt11artn1~n; and the CommiHre :-egarding the 
f-3-'S's: PI Jt; aflematc, comrerltive lighter engine program. We maintain great re~JH~CI JOr )'OUt judgruent.and 
the sincerity of your pllt~ition. but have not bseu provided an}· a11al)•~-is that sopports your vi~w. ln IJ.cl, th~ lJe~l 
"bu$ule~o; ca~e" \nft..,nnation the commin~e has recei .. ·cd clearly supports continued d~·c~opm.em of the alternate 
engine. Therefore, w~ ~t ooru.~~rrtc.;d by your reference to a possible (lresidenthll vel<> over !.his iS!Juc, and we 
are ec;·Jally couv-:m~ that the Depa1t.rnent ha.co not provided cs ·wifh the ···::.usin;s.~ c~se'' .analysis )'01J h:we 
rcft-1'tnc.cd. d~pitc our rt~alW .t'l;>;.lll~ ls. 

Approxirn<rtciy sevel)ty-tive percent of the de•·elopment iiwesiJUtnt has already been ma1e ill tlJc:: alte.nlate 
engine. From various sourc.:~. it~cfvding the 2007 anal,y:sis by the Department's Cost A11alysis lmprovcmalt 
Group. we undersraod that for Httle or no net adrlitio";t.l <:tl~t to the taxpayer, the alternate engine competition 
im,rovt:S the:: f-35 program l>y ad<ln:~~illg pQlc:ntialaircntft weight growth. The follow-oil alternate engine may 
m:;:et t..."::is challenge thr<.-ngh (~volving lcchnology. Other advantages include insuranct:-·against fl~ct-wide engine 
problem.i, gro\1.1h paahs for propulsion systettt$, e:-~hmtccC co:tlcfU:~or :csponl:dv'CJtess, tcch."l.ologicaJ innovation: 
im;>r:oved operfltional reudines.~ and a more robust industr:al base. Coni:qusntly. we were surprised by 1he 
J)cpartment'.$ 2006 decision not to include a reque~t fbr funding io the fiscal year 2007 budget for the F~ 36, 
afler ten yc:aJ1i of defending il for all the reasom v.:e have lista1. 

Since the Department's aboLJt face, Congre$.ii has i.ll\~.::stc<l au addilional $J. 75 billion in the alternate engine. 
Mos1 of thi• additiorutl inv<stlllent came after the Depmmer:t's 2007 3rullysis oonclurled that the alt<:m•te 
en..e:inc .Prop,ram lilecyclc cost cons.ideratiotlS wc:re "r101 compelling" hec.au$t. then }'t\V dollar projections 
~howed a $2.2 billion savings \l.l'hile pres·:nt vahtc: dollar projc:clions showed a $ \.2 billivr~ doUat loss. lt is very 
possibl<.~ that our addition.aJ.Hs,itl year 20()7 .. 201 U investme1~L~ changc:d the CO$t case front ''not compe:ling" to a 
"net saviugl;;,·: a rare ._~o·in, wir. for def'e:lSe doHar expCilllH~~s. At tb~ vc::ry lc::a$t, oUr rear.( invcsunent~ it\ the 
altc-ruah: cttginc make br~ak.tvt:t) more likdy going foJ"\\.·ard. 

We. will not deJ(Iil here the accumulated cesting fuihues, r~quircd redesigns, major cost #.toWth and 1-epcated 
delays expt-'lianced thu& fl:tl' with fb{: bo1scl,ne engine. \Ve sfmply note that, in our view.- these probbms bolsto:r 
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the case for a competing alternate engine. History tells us that competition serves the taxpayer well - especially 
when it comes to fighter engines. 

In an August 2009 speech in Fort Worth, you mentioned that the "business case" did not support the 
alternate engine program. The committee requested a copy of that "business case" and was told by your 
legislative affairs staff that there was no formal analysis, beyond the Department's 2007 study. Yet you again 
referenced the "business case" during the February 3rd hearing and in your February 1st meeting with chairmen 
and ranking members of the congressional defense committees. 

Therefore, we respectfuJly request that you immediately provide the Committee with the ''business case" 
analysis you referenced in testimony that supports discontinuing the alternate engine program for the F-35. 

IKE SKELTON 
Chairman 

• 

A~~~· 
Chairman 

Chairman 
Air and Land Forces Subcommittee 

d~f4vvrW 
JIM MARSHALL 
Member of Congress 

cc: Congressional Defense Committees 

DEPSECDEF 

USD/AT&L 

CJCS 

VCJCS 

JM:dr 

Very truly yours, 

~flW~ 
HOWARD "BUCK" McKEON 
Ranking member 

TODD AKIN 
Ranking member 
Seapower and Expeditionary Forces 

Subcommittee 

. / .~ 
eyd3tOE BART 

Ranking member 
Air and Land Forces Subcommittee 

SECAF 
SECNAV 

CSAF 

CNO 
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f wrilc in further rd~:t<O..;e to wy l~u~ ut'Fcbruary 10, 20 I 1: informing you thai I intend co lead a 
Congtes..-::iooal Oclcg31ion (CO DEL) Ottt}ffi<:iill hllSiness to Fru.n~e aur.l &lg,iwu from Suoday, Maroh 20, 
2011, dtrough SundAy~ Mat<:h 27, 20J I. The delegatkm will nnw ahu l.r&.vtl to Egypt. RepreseJJI"<'Iti\'~ 
Jil<:k Kin!P>1<>n (JI.·UA), KeiU> Ellison (O.Ml-1), 11d Porlmutter (0-0)), cdolphus To"ns (D·NYi and 
C'.amlyn M~lnncy (O.NY) will n.:.c:xwnptlll)' the ciclcgl:lt)oo. Commitll::c ~taiT trndiu£ with Che &legation 
i~ludc Jolm CuadtJ"e.s, Ot:pUty Staff Uirector., John {)bty. Pr<!fc~~ional StH.ffM\:mb:r,l)nd Linda Good,. 
ChiofCIO<f<. 

Th~ pUrp<J~ of the travel to Fraa<:e is (0 'llisitla Ha&ue ~ucloor Repi'()C('S~ing c~~r and "\V\ Vll 
battlefield memnri>lltt. Jn Belgium, I willl-eOO the Hou!\e delegation to the aJW.ual Bn.1ssels f oJum, and v.-e 
will also mcc:t with NA'fO oUici~Js tn discuss cnmmitmcnto; t() Eur~peun security and Afghanistan. hl 
Bsypt, lhe delegation intends to meet with repR:SOntatives nf the new government, 1\:Dd lhe U.S. 
Ambassador. · 

Spouses are autJtorize<L to travc:l aL no expc:nse to the U.S. Govttr'lment. 

I r.;quest the f)~flrl.mC'.nf of Defense to furnish such assistanc<:. inel uding trMsp()rtation., 
as may be required to C.oili~1te this trip. Tile expenditure of funds forthc poyn><nt ofoctual 
e,.pouS<:s of su.:h transportation as m•y bo rcquirc:G is authori>.ed by Title 31, I.J.S.r.. 11 OS(s). 
Tra,.cl will be condueted by militaty and lot oom.tnercial aircraft up ro business class, incluc.lin~ 
fl)teign Oag carriers when U.S. canie.:s ~e not tW~ihlble~ and in accordance with House rules. 
The CODEL requesas MMinc liHison support for <his trip. 

If you have any questions ~gaming this ma-. rle.a.<e contact l aura Rush, Deputy Cl>ief 
Clerk. al (202) 2264603. TI>ank you for your assi.sltoncc in this OMtr.er. 

Sincerely, ..... ,_._. _ _,_,_,__ 

rf\...M.-'~.,...······rl···· r J. 

'-i'mreU c. Issa 
Chuinnun 
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February 16, 2011 

The HonorabJe Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1400 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS. MARYlAND 
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER 

EOOLPHUS TOWNS, 'lEW YORK 
CAROLYN B. MALONEY, NEW YORK 
flFANOR HOLMES NORTON, 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DENNIS J. KUCINICH, OHIO 
JOHN F. TIERNEY, MASSACHUSEnS 
WM, LACY CLAY, MISSOURI 
STEPt<EN F. LYNCH. MASSACHUSETTS 
JIM COOPER, TENI'<ESSEE 
GfRALO E. CONNOLLY, VIRGINIA 
MIKE QUIGLEY, IlliNOIS 
CANNY K. DAVIS, ILLINOIS 
BRUCE L. BR.AlfV, IOWA 
PHER WEl CH, VERMONT 
JOHN A. YAIWIUTH, KENTUCKY 
CHRISTOPkEA S. MURPHY, CONNECnCUT 
JACKIE SPEIER, CAtlfOHNIA 

I write to authorize Representative Jason Chaffetz (R-UT), Chairman, Subcommittee on National. 
Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign Operations, to lead a Congressional Delegation (CODEL) on 
official business to Haiti and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, from March 28-29, 2011. Representative John F. 
Tierney, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Nationa.J Security, Homeland Defense and Foreign 
Operations, along with other members of the Subcommittee, will accompany the delegation. 

The purpose of the travel to Haiti is to assess the progress and accountability ofUSAID's 
$3.5billion relief and .reconstruction efforts since the 2010 earthquake. The purpose of the travel to 
Guantanarno Bay, Cuba, is to tour the detention facilities and evaluate the need for them to remain open 
despite the President's 2009 Executive Orders mandating closure. 

I request the Department ofDefense to furnish such assistance, including transportation, as may 
be required to facj) itate this trip. The expenditure of ftmds for the payment of ac~l expenses of such 
transportation as may be required is authorized by Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by 
military and /or commercial aircraft up to businqss class, including f01-eign flag c·am.ers when U.S. 
carriers are not available, and in accordance with House rules. The CODEL requests Navy liaison 
support for this trip. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Laura Rush, Deputy Chief Clerk, 
at (202) 226-4603. Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, _ -~:~~ 

~JVI"l/ 
Darren E. Issa 
Chainnan 
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The Honorable Robert Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates, 

March 2, 201 0 

We are writing in our capacity as members of the Military Family Caucus to express our concern 
with the sudden suspension of the Military Spouse Career Advancement Account (MyCAA). 
Authorized in 2009 in the National Defense Authorization Act, this program provides critical 
support to military spouses allowing them to pursue portable careers in high demand, lllgh 
growth occupations. We are seeking your help to better understand the basis for this "pause," 
how long the "pause" will be in effect, and the impact it will have on spouses. 

While military spouses often would like to follow a traditional education path, their lifestyles 
prevent them from doing so. Many access online courses as opposed to enrolling in semester 
long "in-person" courses to better suit their family needs. The MyCAA provides the critical 
support that these military spouses need to succeed in school and in their careers. 

We have heard from military spouses who are directly impacted by this program termination. 
They explain that a disruption in funding may cause many of them to miss a final term or delay 
the completion of their degrees - possibly without the Qpportunity to finish once they are 
relocated. Many military spouses have planned their careers and lives around the assumption 
that this program would continue without interruption. 

The sudden abatement of this program has significantly impacted an overwhelming number of 
spouses- preventing them from moving forward with their lives. To our knowledge, the 
Department of Defense has yet to fill this gap or provide any detailed information as to when this 
program will resume. With 133,000 military spouses participating in this program, we are 
concerned with the practical impact of this ''pause". 

The MyCAA program not only provides training and benefits> but gives military spouses much 
needed confidence that they are contributors to their families• needs. Halting this program 
without notice is not the way to support those who sacrifice so much to make our military what it 
is today. We look forward to your response and are hopeful that the program is up and running 
very soon. 

Sincerely, 

Q~ 
Member of Congress 

PI< NHO ON H~CYCL~O PAPER ~Ill 



Lamar Smith 
Member of Congress 

Bill Owens 
Member of Congress 

B~~ 
Member of Congress 

~IU'--
IBiadShernlail 

Member of Congress 

Edolph Towns 
Member of Congress 

· ~JJRM 
Todd Russell Platts . 
Member of Congress 

Frank LoBiondo 

Con~J 

4(~&.~ 
Member of Congress 

Spencer achus 
Member of Congress 



Member of Congress 

~~~~~- ~-
Kathy Dahlkemper 
Member of Co gress 

Member of Congress 

Loretta Sanchez 
Member of Congress 

~ 
Larry Kissell 
Member of Congress 

Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan 
Member of Congress 

Patrick McHenry 
Member of Congress 

±rtney(.~ 
Member of Congress 



~~ Donald Manzull~ 
Member of Congress 

G rielle Giffords 
ber of Congres 

ck7p//( 
4fim Walz 
Member of Congress 

Thomas Rooney 
Member of Congress 

Rau . Grijalva . 
Member of Congress 

~/br;id 
Duncan Hunter 
Member of Congress 

/ · .. 

u~ !Jovk-
Vic Snyder I 
Member of Congress 

Joseph Cao 
Member of Congress 

Laura Richardso 
Member of Co ress 

Member of Congress 

~K.JI~ 
Mazie K. Hirono 
Member of Congress 

14,:::)\s: 2 
Member of Congress 

~~1>,~ 
Robert Aderholt 
Member of Congress 

ldfl:t_gtJa~~ 
Member of Congress 



~"'¥ Robert A. Brady 
Member of Congress 

~&.1-· 
Patrick J. Tiberi 
Member of Congress 

~~ 
Debbie Halvorson 
Member of Congress 

~ 
NickRahall 
Member of Congress 

Elton allegly 
Member of Congress 

---r~w~ 
Joe Wilson 
Member of Congress 

Darrell Issa 
Member of Congress 

Q; ~.:a,e~ ~A2-
oave Reichert ~ 

MjpofCT501AM (/V 

Jo Bonner 
Member of Congress 

Artur Davis 
Member of Congress 
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We Vtrite to c:xpre~ 0\1r &1:.al tOQ(:et'n ovc:r lb.e deoUion made by Auny SeCi'CUt}' John McHugh 
And ArmyChi6f of &stf'Oen. Gt.orgc W, Casey Jr. to reacind an i1'1Vitatiou ~e> R.evereud Fl'ant:lin Otablun 
to apeak :wt lheNation:U Day ofPr&yt:l' on May 6tb, 20)(), dtle 10 oomplaints raised and publici2cd by two 
speci.tf inttr~::.st ,.rmrp.~ !hat objecl to his Clulttian beliefs and his 01.ititi.sttu of~ IsLuuit faitb. We find 
this decision !JlisS'Jick:d for sevr..tt~.l reMOt\3. 

Arnllo !pokesman Col. Tom Collins iB quote<! ., ")/ill& rhtt S<.=lary Mcllugh M<l Oon«•l 
Casey d<'Oided ,.it wo·.ald be iu&ppt1)pti81t for {Revt.l'OJ'Id Gnlham) to partici)Jato in tbis ioohuiv6 ew:ut" 
hecouse ofClcaMm's commanf~e u,bout hlam. 

From il& founding. Am:ti\:a ba,. possos.ted a rieh ~eritago <tfsDltmihG relig.:ous cxptcuioft in «he 
)jvos oftbc fn«) tod W()nle:l\ senring i.D tbe armed fOf'C:;C:f, fndeed. Aoleriea's founders aod A long fl~te Of 
nu:iotW a.nd coi1itary lea~., havo c~lizt.d that t.bo ttrengah of America'e military li~ in the &lptb of its 
fai1h. Commandu-in·Chi<f G«>~o 11/AliliDg!Ou rosulatly uru<:d N'dcrs for milii"Y lrOOp$10 ~!!!end And 
patticl>atc in tdigiao.s g~tberings. Ooclatatioll -'i.gnet John WiiJ,etspoon. a ruecnber of the Bootd ofW111t 
thtl o~anaw toiliWy opor&t;on.s tluou~ut the Revolution, reminded. toldi~: "[Tjhere i.s no soldter so 
undtontcd as .tho pious MM1 no utAf so fotmidablc tLS thoz;e \\•ho &\'e s:upetior to die fw of death.• 

It ii tluu iotensely uoublin.l thatP~ntag.on o£:6c.ials: hav: now rakel\ h upon th«na&Jvc:!to deign 
what type of Cln·isriao belld Md exp."'tuion is •ap~.·· a.nd then to oenaor a patriotic mini~. 
who~ O\Wil tt.n ia aCO"ina hi& fu'flffh tou;· oC 41JQ' m A(ghanisb.J\ sifl1)ly b&camc (l(d'.e Clbjoction of 110 

ocganiution Olat ha.s made It its miss.ioR 10 (1"\\d.ic::-te Op¢D. CXprc4SiOIIf of re.Jig;ous faith frorn the 'nUitAJY. 
It js hft}lly ironi~ that it is lu fbe nilmeofrefigloos fftl~ l'lnd "inc{Usi'·~eU/ peaceful rolig~ 
expmsiOJt i.s acl\tally boing &tift«~. 

~ertod Cb1bam i$ OJJ~ of Amo..."'r.a's:: most 1'&.\)'lected religious ~·s~ end ic beloved by 
millions of A.rneticiOs. We w:tdeutand tMtuot evuyono shtu'e<; R.overend GraJt.a.u•s betiefi 1bout lsl1mJ 
but the e~senc.c of religious libctty ls haviug thright to one's awn tclisious COJ'.vicrio:ts as well as the 
riib!IO <><J>>..,.rhent We would like IX> know for1ho 1\nuro bywhor ttaudud lite U.S. mililt>y l> goi"ll ro 
judgo what aro •pprvpriMe·rt-ligicnu convictions? Out- founding f.a.rben uode~tood1hatreli.gious 
phn'ftlism did D.Ot mean 1110 didn't ha~'C di~ts about r~igion, but that \lhJ Y.'OUJd t$~rlgrGD 
P<.atc<bly, SCmtlhin,Fnnl:lin GraloamhM al"'*l'f dooe- Bur now, Ill• U.S. militooy u pulling ;,.JJm 
111& poslrloh of judging '"nat ~publb beliefi!. Might rho Sotlelary exploin rnl&oCor.gro.ssjust bow it 
IYiU do tl\i<'l 
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We do not believe that Reverend Graham's views of Islam should exclude him from this event If 
our concept of religious freedom today is hued primarily on the desire to placate or avoid criticism 
offered by suspect organizations. then our constitutional right of freedom of religion is devoid of both 
meaning and principle. · 

We ask th.at you reconsider the decision to revoke Reverend Graham's invitation. and extend to 
him the opp01tl.mity to preach his welcome mess£\ge to the tnen RD.d women of our anned forcos. and 
indeed to the Nation at the National Day of Prayer event at the Pentagon. 

We look forward to hearing from you very soon. 

cc: President Barack Obama 
John M. McHugh- Seoretary of the Anny 
Ray Mabus - Secretary of the Navy 
Michael B. Donley- Secretary of the Air Force 

Sincerely, 

Admiral Micha.el Mullen- Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Genel'al James E. Cartwlight- Vice Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
General George W. Casey, k -Chief of Staff of the United States Army 
Admiral G~t)' Rougboad- Chief of NavAl Operations 
General No1ton A. Schwartz • Chief of Staff of the United States Air Force 
General James T. Conway- CommandAnt of the Marine Corps 
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([nngress of t(f2 tllniteil ~fates 
masqington, B€ 2!1515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
1 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

August 12~ 2010 

We write to bring to your attention the pHght of our Iraqi allies, those Iraqis who have 
worked alongside our troops and diplomats as interpreters and in other capacities since 2003 ~ and 
who are now threatened for their service. We urge you to work with the Depanment of State and 
other federal agencies to develop contingency plans to protect these allies as our forces rc..~ep~~Y· 

Since 2003, tens of thousands oflraqis have worked, or continue to work for, the · · · _: 
Department of Defense, the Department of State, U.S. government contractors and other U.S~ 
sovenunent funded entities in Iraq. AI Qaeda in Iraq and other terrorist groups affiliated wic!l. 
'the Islamic State of Iraq have labeled these Iraqis traitors, collaborators and worse. Many haVe 
already paid the ultimate price for their service, and many more may be at risk after U.S. troops 
depan. Iraq. . · 

' , ol 

Resettlement to the United States could be the only safe option for thousands of o~ i~qi 
employees. We oommend the State Department and the Department of Homeland Security fur 
expanding and accelerating the admission process for Iraqi refugees during the past thrce~ycars. 
However. we are advised that the application process for Iraqi refugees currently takes a ~~or 
more on average, and that fewer than 5,000 of those resettled to date were employed by t~e 
United States in Iraq. This process will not work quickly enough when U.S.-affiliatcd Ir~is-: · 
need it the most urgently. · 

: . 
A second path to resenlemen~ SpeciaJ Immigrant Visas (S!Vs), has also undcrpelfonned 

the current need. As you know, the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008 expa11ded the 
availability of Special Immigrant Visas (SIVs) to enable U.S.-affiliated Iraqis to resettfe to the 
United States, providing 5,000 visas per fiscal year for principal applicants with a carryov~r. of 
unused availability to succeeding years. However, out of a current availability of 15,000 S'lVs. 
only 2)145 have been issued to principal applicants to date. 

~NTtD ON RCCYCLCO PAPER 



AUG-12-2010 04:45 CSCE ?.003 .. 

Finally, we should consider an airlift, for later processing, out of Iraq for those Iraqis who 
worked for or on behalf of the United States, who wjsh to leave Iraq, and who cannot be 
processed before all U.S. troops depan. The British did exactly this as they departed Bi,.sra;and · 
militant thugs openly hunted Iraqis who had worked for the British, airlifting their snrvi:ving 
Iraqi employees directly to a Royal Air Force base jn England. Each of America's principal 
coalition partners - Britain, Denmark, and Poland - has honored its moral obliga.tioo. "to 
endangered Iraqi employees through airlifts to military bases. 

There is precedent for a similar undertaking by the United States in Iraq. In the }996 
Operation Pacific Haven, the United States airlifted more than 6,000 Iraqis to Guam in~ matter 
of weeks, where they were safely processed for resettlement to the United States. W!hilc the 
circumstances are somewhat different, our country also used Guam as a processing c$tf:r. for 
tens of thousands of Vietnamese refugees in 1975. 

Mr. Secretary, time is of the essence in developing. a plan to address this looming ~ri::thras 
the August 31, 2010 withdrawal date rapidly approaches. The United States has ~ ~oral 
obligation to stand by those Iraqis who have risked their lives - and the lives of their faptil~s -
to stand by us in Iraq for the past seven years, and doing so is also in our strategic self-1ntqes't. 
Providing support for our Iraqi allies will advance U.S. national security interests ar~un4 the 
world, particularly in Mghanistan, by sending a message that foreign nationals who supPort our 
work abroad can expect some measure of protection. \ · , . 

~L~.s. 
Chairman 
U.S. Helsinki Commission 

~,.---
Richard J. bm~ . 
Assistant Majority Leader 
United States Senate 

Richard G. Lugar, U.S.S_ 
Rankin& Member 
Committee of Foreign Relations 

Sincerely, ; 
I 

\ ' 

',~f.~~-~ 
Alcee L. Hastings) M.C. 
Co-Chainnan 
U.S. Helsinki Commission 

Ike Skelton, M.C. 
Chairman 

• 
I I • 

Conunittec on Armed Servic~s 

'(A~~~ 1 
r . Berman, M.~-~ 

hainnan 
Committee on foreign Affai~ 

I 
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~ Ron Wydcn, U.S.{ 
dJrs1_ ~~~· 

Robert P. Casey) Jr.~ U.S.S. Earl Blumenauer, M.C. 

I 

M~· · 
Jeanne Shaheen~ U .S.S. William D. Delahunt, M.C. 

~ t :: • 

• ! .. ' .: 

Darrell E. Issa, M.C. . . 

. ·· 
' 

; I 
. ' 

~~ 
Joe Sestak, M.C. 

. .. 
TOTAL P.004 



O!ongre.as of tt,e Jtnite" ~tales 
•u.s~ingtun, ill<!r 20515 

October 28, 2011 

The HonorabJe Leon Panetta 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Defense 
The Pentagoflt Room 3E880 
20301-1000 

Dear Secretary Panetta: 

We urge that you recommend to the President the promotion of Brigadier General Charles E . 
.. Chuck .. Yeager to the grade of Major General on the United States Air Force retired list. 

In Section 563 of the Ronald W. Reagan National Defense Authorization Act for 2005, Congress 
authorized the President of the United States to appoint Brigadier General Charles E. Yeager, 
United States Air Force (retired)~ to the grade of major general on the retired Jist of the Air Force. 
Despite being recommended for this promotion by the senior leadership of the United Stotes Air 
Force~ in July 2007 then Secretary of Defense Robert Gates declined to· forward Brigadier General 
Yeager•s recommendation for promotion to the President 

64 years after General Yeager became the first person to break the sound barrier, we believe it is 
time to recognize this American Hero with this promotion. We urge that you recommend to the 
President that Brigadier General Yeager be advanced on the retired list of the United States Air 
Force to the grade of major general as authorized by law. 

By the end ofhis storied career, General Yeager had flown more than 10,000 hours in more than 
330 different models of aircraft and became the youngest miHtary pilot to be inducted into the 
Aviation Hall of Fame in 1973. General Yeager has been decorated with the Purple Heart, Bronze 
Star with V device, Air Force Commendation medal, Silver Star with oak leaf cluster, Legion of 
Merit with oak leaf cluster, Distinguished Service Medal, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal 
with ten clusters, Presidentia1 Medal of Freedom, and special peacetime Medal ofHonor. 

General Yeager is also the recipient of every major award in the field of flight, including the 
ColJier Trophy, Hannon International Trophy, and the Federation Aeronautique International Gold 
Medal. Even today, General Yeager is sti11 actively involved in flight, serving as a consultant to 
the Air Force Flight Test Center at Edwards Air Force Base in California. 

General Yeager is an American Hero and serves as an icon and ro1e model for our servicemen and 
women. He is an American legend and should be promoted to the grade of Major General on the 
United States Air Foree retired list. We urge that you make this recommendation to President 
Obama. 

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration of this request. We look forward to hearing 
from you. 

Sincerely, 

Member of Congress 

PRINnO ON RECYClED PAPER 

DUNCAN HUN 
Member of Congress 

1~111 
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<!:ougr~so of tl1~ Uuitril ~tat£.1:l 
Wu~IJing!on, llol20~1i\ 

l:'e HoM<Sbl• Rub"'l M. C'JOte.< 
Secretary of Defense 
The D<pomnent of O.fenoc 
Th• Pl:ntoMon, Sl>ite 31 ~ 
w..,:,;ngoon DC 20301 

n~:ar S-:c.-ettr)' GQte:"{: 

~7 SepL001bt.or 2010 

Since you annoum:ed )'Dill' deci~i()n Aug·J~ 9 tn recowmeBd to lh~ rrcs;deni to 
~=o~ the U.S. Joint fotc('S Command (USJFCOM) a& pa.>t of a ~ie~ ofiniliatives 
deJigned to gain efficieneit~ in llv~ DepQTtmti\Ler Det~n~: we hfwe beer, aJ.umtd at yaur. 
b.t;X of analytit:al Jigor suppoortj~ your clo..-qure recommendation ~nd thu h.\:k of 
lronspo.rency j1~ dl&(;lol>il'lg' who.t ana\y!is you migbl h?;vc wi1lt Coo~ a.nd the affected 
Oefeuse Conunw'l.ity. 

To be cleaJ·, we nrc: in i\rcng SYpp~:rL~Jf e.K~~ivt. vollaborati~e eel;o.n to 
identifY ~my inefficiency notjw:t withi11 (ht Depa.t1mem of Defense. but a-;:ross the entire 
ftdentl "-"\'tmUn~nt. lP en~ure 11uu a£ t3x re·ven:1c is pnt to (bt ~eo lest·.;!\~ and w~:: 
cowroon:J your efforts to t'td.uce uvet"he~ a.1d to apiy s.at<i.ugs to fort.e i!I\Icture and 
mod~•i;,o.ttUon. 

However, the foil""' to consull tuore fully ""lh Co"3'••• io • ttan•pnr<nt "'"Y 
works against the Dopartuleut's 1.1h.im.&te rjwlofl:ecoming mor<: C<\SL~ns¢ious and 
etlicient in pto>~idin~ for <:ur :1ati<1n~s defense and .crollc:; iht: Cl'«libiltty ofd~ 
Dcpanm~nt of Defense. 

We Are o.lso coneeP.~ed ~bout tl··...e knmct lh!tt the do.s~ire of JF<.;OM wHI havt on 
the mili~'!> jQiPt tn1inin2, <Ope:rati.om, conCept development. ~n:l ~p¢1"imetttatlo.n, 
JFCOM's focus. on warfightt;l".'J' joint cup:d>iliti~:.. a f'-"'Ctiou of growins import&lcc M 
our mi::l.,r)· Qpt:ntte's 1. .... i1h cootjtlon forcc:s ero1md tbc worltl. ,.,peciJi~ily v.it~ ttBJ!id to 
readiness ar.d int$roperabmty, i~ erltfoo.l. JFCO~·Cs leadership in joint force Mtd ~onlitCon 
iro.ir.\ng over th.e l~sc Ceca.:k- has ~cd to k()y ad-..-an:>errte~~C::s i!: t:-.e 1\bility 4'1f B1t branches of 
o•.>r 9M\td foroco lu rl<ploy together mo~ ell~ctively for .ioint opc1..unus. 

'" lhe nc:.~rly two m.onths run.ce yOur 61111.0\l!lCet.Uent> we hi\V~ sent mW.tiplc 
Te\}Ue"Sts fl)r substantiating infum~atlon. Whil~ we acknuwleCs,e that rc{n~entolive~ from 



' ... 

the Department of Defense were made available for a staff level brief, the information 
provided was of little relevance or use. There were no substantive, analytical data 
provided. Your continued refusal to provide any supporting information indicates that 
your philosophical decision was made without any analysis as would be expected of a 
closure of this magnitude. As a result, we have no information that allows us to quantify 
the possible effects of your proposal. We again request full disclosure of all pertinent 
documents and analysis supporting your decision to close JFCOM. 

If the Department does not provide the requested infonnation and documents 
prior to the scheduled hearings on this matter on 28-29 September, we will request that 
the Chairs of the committees. of jurisdiction use every means available to compel the 
Department of Defense to provide the documents and information to Congress. 

We appreciate you quick response and support ofthis request and look forward to· 
further collaborative efforts to identifY inefficiencies within the Department of Defense. 

Sincerely, 

g p.~ ~ ~ l/ J. Randy bes 
Member of Congress 

{/bri,IJtA, 2 
Robert J. tttman 
Member of Congress 

t£!2k-.. 
Eric Cantor 
Member of Congress 

M~NJ;o 
Bob Goodlatte 
Member of Congress 
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«ongress .of fJJ2 1lniteb .8tatu 
Kasl}ingtan, it&~ all515 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secre~y of Defense 
1 000 Dcfcnsc Pentagon 
Washiagtoo. DC 20301-1000 

Dear Seeretary Gates: 

September 28. 2010 

No. 0791 P. 2 

We uc writinJ to express our appreciation tor the maoner in whieh you~ the 
aftemlath oftb6 November 51 2009 Fort Hood Shooting. We have l'eviewed the January 
2010 DoD Tndepondent Review hlatecl to Port Hood el'ndependent RevieW' ud your 
August 18th memo~ Ff~t~~l .RecQ11f11te1fdat#on oftltl. Ft. Hb~Wl FDllow-ort Rnltw r August 
Memo"")l aod believe that the steps outlined in the rcpo!ts will help :protm ow men and 
wonu:n in urufomt from another tragedy. . 

In padicutar. we stl'Oilgty support the lndepeadeat Review flndiQfPs llld 1he August 
Memo"s r~dations tha~ "the Deparammt ideatify and inoolporato ai'ViUan law 
enforcement best practicc.s. including respoDJe to the active tboorer threat, into training / 
certifications for civilian police and security guilds" outlined in Section 4..3 (pages 37~31 
and lS-16, ~vely). We encourage JOU to Include an otfteial from a recognized. best 
practice active sbooter-uaining program~ such as tho traiDiDg pt-ogram used by the first 
responders at Fort Hood and ideotificd in the "IndcpeDdem Revir.w," (page 37, footnote 
64) in the Law .P.aforcement Training Standanls Working Group described in the Aupst 
~. Please bep tJS apprised of the procca you will_ use to appoint participants to the 
working poup. 

The inclusion of an. oft1clal &om a oationaJ civilian law enforcement ~ shooter
training program will bring extensive knowledge and experience in developing active 
sbootrz cuniculum. Spcaifioally. this official wilJ have the background in creating and 
managing an active .shooter program, which is currently used by civilian law enforcement 
agencies across the colUltiJ. This will ensure the standards arui training curriculum 
developed and adopted by the Dcpamnent aue consistent with the civilian law 
enforcement agencies outside dle inatal.lationa. 

We are pleased that the Department is taking steps to address the lack of a policy aad 
training for active shooter situations. We know with certainty that ac:tM shooter training 
has proven effee.tive as clearly demouS'lrated by the responding officers in the Fort Hood . 
incid~ It is significant lhat the IDdepeudent Review and the August Memo state. 
1
' ••• during this incident the resjondiog oftioc:rs attn1nlted their actions to this new 
protocol (page J 7)." This traiDing should be uaed throughoUt 1be military bom for 
iDda1lation protection and strategic operations in theater. 
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In receat years, there have been nmnerous .acti~ shooter sitoad.ons in which an iDdi'Vidual 
or a aroup of individuals be@an shootiDg at unaaned civilians in public places~ including 
military imtallationa. & you know, in addition to the tragedy at Port Hood, there have 
been shootings at Port Brag& NC, Camp Pennsylvania, Kuwait. Cimp ~'Iraq, 
UUfe Rock,~ and Tuz. Iraq. In addition, civilian Jaw enfurcement officials prevented 
two apparent immiDont active· .shooter altacb Oil military iDstallatio01 including lhe arrest 
of a suspect in Brandlbur& NJ on January 25. 2010 who appeated to planning an anack 
on Fort Drum) NY. On May t 2007. the FBI mested six suspecta and later convicted 
five fur 1a:roriam after. the gcoup plotted to attack Fort Dix, NJ and "kill as many soldiers 
as possible ... 

The civilian aetift ~program hu provm effective at Fort Hood end in 
countless other ai'tuatUms. We urge you to fully impkment active sbootef training aDd 
response protocols for militlry police (allln·anches) and DoD Civilian Police. 
AdditiODally, this 1raining should be conducted in coordiDatiDn with nearby civilian law · 
e.ofcnmnent ~to ensure a seamless R:SpaDSe ill the event of an active shooter 
inddemt. 

Apln, thank you lot your efforu to eDStR that our militazy facilities are as .ate as 
possible. We would appreciate an update regarding the implem:eatation of1be August 
Memo ~mmCDdations u soon as posBible. 

Sincerely, 
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t:ongres.- of tbt 1Bnittb 6tat~ 
J)ouse of Jltpramtatiba 

The Honorable Leon Panetta 
Secretary 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

The Honorable Jack Lew 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Eisenhower Executive Office Building 
Washington, DC 20503 

-.maton. - 20515 

August 10, 2011 

Dear Secretary Panetta and Director Lew: 

The enactment of the Budget Control Act of 2011 codifies an agreement between the Administration 
and Congress as to the maximum total level of discretionary spending for the next ten years. As you Imow, in 
the fli'St two years there is also agreement with respect to overall amo\Ults that will be spent on the security 
agencies- defined in statute for the first time to include the Departments of Defenset Homeland Security, and 
Veterans Affairs, the National Nuclear Security Administration, the intelligence community management 
account, and the international affairs budget function (Function 150). There is, however, no agreement in the 
Budget Control Act as to the appropriate level of funding for any individual department or agency within that 
security category. 

Each of you has recently commented that the Administration believes funding for the Department of 
Defense should be reduced by somewhere between $330 billion and $420 billion over the next ten years. This 
would be an unprecedented drawdown in defense while U.S. forces are committed to contingency operations in 
Afghanistan and Libya, and possibly still in Iraq. More troubling than the lack of any historical precedentJ 
however, is that this decision to reduce defense spending - first announced by the President in April- has 
preceded any substantial analysis of the future roles, missions, and capabilities we want our military to perform. 
Although the President has directed DOD leadership to commence a ~strategic review," as General Martin 
Dempsey confirmed recently in testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee, the military bas been 
given, "a target and We're trying to determine what the impact would be to meet that target." Former Secretary 
Gates correctly described such a budget· first approach as "math, not strategy.'' 

Since we have not seen the outcome of the Administration's strategic review, it is imperative that 
Members of Congress, and particularly members of our committees, obtain a better understanding of the impact 
of these reductions on the Defense Department and its ability to meet its mission. We have three requests for 
additional information to help inform Congress as we finalize the fiscal year 2012 defense budget and as the 
Joint Select Committee begins its work. 



Honorable Panetta 
Honorable Lew 
August 10,2011 
Page2 

First, there are less than two months left before the beginning of fiscal year 2012. Determining fmal 
funding levels for DOD will be a high priority when Congress reconvenes in September. To assist Congress as 
we work to ensure that we provide all of the resources needed by our men and women in uniform, we request an 
update on the status of and any preliminary conclusions from the OOD comprehensive review and the 
budgetary consequences flowing there from. 

Seco~ if the Joint Select Committees legislation is not enacted or fails to achieve at least $1.2 trillion 
of deficit reduction. alternative spending caps for national defense come into effect for fiscal years 2013-2021.. 
The cap for the national defense budget function (Function 050) would be $546 billion in fiscal year 2013, $6 
billion Jess than fiscal year 2011. This cap then becomes the baseline against which any future discretionary 
sequestrations would occur. To be clear, the revised discretionary cap levels do not represent an agreed policy 
between the Administration and Congress - they only go into effect in what Secretary Panetta has called. the 
~tbomsday mechanism~· It is for that reason that we B!'e troubled by report! that indicate that the fiscal year 2013 
budget guidance from OMB to the Department of Defense has cited the alternative spending caps as the 
appropriate basis for budget preparation. We request that you provide further clarification regarding any budget 
guidance that has been issued for Function OSO for fiscal year 2013. 

Finally, Director Lew, in your August 4111 blog entry, you stated, "make no mistake: the sequester is not 
meant to be policy:' And in your recent press conference, Secretary Panetta, you stated that the outs 
contemplated by sequestration woulcr'do real damage to our security, our troops and their families. and our 
military's ability to protect the nation." Therefore, we ask for further information about the national security 
consequences ifthe''tbomsday mechanisni'is triggered and sequestration takes place for fl.SC8.l years 2013-2021. 

We appreciate your attention to this letter and your shared commitment to our nations security. We look 
forward to your prompt response. 

Sincerely, 

N 
Howard P. "BucJ~' n Paul Ryan 
Chainnan, Committee on Armed Services Chairman, Committee on the Budget 

~0~ 
Chairman, A~ns Subcommittee on Defense 


