
OfFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
~DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASioiNOloN. D.C. 20301...000 

INfO MEMO 

FOR; William 1. Carr, DUSD (MPP) 

FROM: Sheila M. Earle, Principal Director (MPP) 

October 2, 2007 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor (MOH) Recommendation for Then-Chief Master Sergeant 
Rich~ L. Etchberger, United States Air Force 

• The Secretazy of the Air Force (AF) forwarded a recommendation package (located on Left 
side offoldet) to upgrade CMSgt Etchbergers posthumous AF Cross to the MOH based on a 
request from Representative Pomeroy (Tab A). 

• The ~commendation must show that CMSgt Etchberger meets the MOH criteria (Tab B) of 
conspicuous ccgallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty." There are several inconsistencies noted at Tab C that require clarification prior_ tO 
forwarding~ recommendation to the USD (P&R) for review. 

• DoD 1348.33-M, Manual of Military Decorations and Awards, Paragraph C2.2.1, requires 
endorsement by the CJSC (Tab D). CJCS coordination at Tab E was signed by General 
James E. Cartwright, Vice Chairman of the JCS. AF should staff package through CJCS to 
obtain required CJCS endorsement. 

• '11m MOH recommendation is governed by Title 10, § 1130 (Tab F), and requires a 
Congressional time waiver since statutory MOH submission and award timelines have .passed 
(Tab G). AFILL should request the required time waiver. · 

• The original AF Cross staff package and supporting documentation was not included in the 
MOH recommendation. Inclusion of the original package will provide additional historicat 
context and may include written details that clarify current inconsistencies. 

RECOMMENDATION: Option C 

--:----=~ Option A: Return to Secretary of the AF via official PDUSD (P&R) McmorandliDl 
identifying MOH recommendation inconsistencies. 

___ Option 8 : StaffMOH recommendation through OOC to PDUSD (P&R) for review. 

___ Option C: Work at DUSD (MPP) and ASAF (MR) level to address inconsistencies. 

COORDINATION: None 

Attachments: . ~ 
Asstated ~ 

Pzepared by: m::!(brr.)(S"> -------,:J ODUSD(MPP)IOEPM, LL-(b)-cs_> _ _, 
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Medii oflioa«. DIDid tesdfiea to 6o beroilm exhl~ by CMSat Etchbcqer 
darlDa this opera&ica. 

4) LcttCr from lJS Air Parco Major SWa Slitz (r?L). Map Slitz wu an oyewi~Da& to 
lbe opc:l'ldclD far wbk:la CMSaL J!fdiberau il beiDa DCminatcd for~ Conpeaionll 
Medii otBaaor. Slitz Miriftu to tho bcroiam nbihiaecl by eMS Btdabetpr cllariDa 
adsopallicG. 

I beBeve lUCia caaeapoadc:Dce CO(rObualtt the nicSeDcc 1bat iDdic: .. &be banotDCSout 
bm'cUin IDd pn.uy of CMS&t Btcllbeqjlr uc1 tblr tbe tiJaiD&.ol dds trap nat IDd ill 
JoeUJaa Ia Llol Jed to ~at BdlllcrJCt not JeeelvJaa a~ Medii af Hoaor. 1 am 
•CII'•iqlbll tldl htfimn..., be ctnHerod • p11t ot tbl Jecoal rar CMSst- Blcbbelpr's 
eJilibi'ty b 1be Ccap:aicul Medll d Boaar~ I \gpo )Ql will cauct me ar &be iDdmduala 
IIW'_,MOJ wjda IGJ ~ cpatica& 

. AJta! t•rea•c r ·~. · .~ 
l) R"AAppGGI letkl' ~ lJS Air~ indk:atima tbo uecd fer wldidoul ~mmltlaiOil 
2) Ldtr 11om us Air Porc:e Coload Rl1ftiD <hy CJJ=L). 
3) l.drctflan tlS ~ Fcne Colo!Dd Ocnl4 ~ (ta.). 
4) LdtltfraD us Air P«ce JobD n.aw (n:t.). 
~ J,.caer 6aD 'QS ~Face M.p St1D SIC (RI.). 
6) ~ citatioD . . 
7).'-U rora 642 · · 

8) Sp•c1al ord•r Gl-64~. 1~ Dec 68 

·. 
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U.S, Code 

Office of the Law Revision Cowue/, U.S. House of Representames 
~ SdW1 Download Claujficatioo Codification Ab2ln 

-CITE-

10 ~ Sec. 87fl Ol/02/2006 

TITLB lO - ARMED FORCBS 

Subtit~e 0 - Air Force 

PART II: - PERSONNEL . 

CBAPTBR 8 S 7 - DBCORATIONS AND Atf!UWS 

· '1 •,· "· · 

Sec . 8741·. Medal of honor : award 

-STATOTE-

The President may award, and present in the name of Congress, a 

meda.l of honor of appropriate design, with ribbons and 

appurtenances, to a person who , whi l e a member of the Air Force, 

• 
distinguishes hiJDaelf conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at 

the risk of his life above and beyond . the call of duty -

( l.) while engaged in an action against an enemy of the United 

States; 

(2) while engaged in military operations involving conflict 

with an opposing foreign force; or 

(J) while serving with friendly foreign forces engaged in an 

armed conflict against an opposing ar111ed force in which the 

United States is not a belligerent party. 

-SOORCB-

(Aug. 10, 1956, cb. 1041 ; 70A Stat. 540 ; Pub. L. 88 - 77 , Sec . 3(1}, 

July 25, 1963, 77 stat. 94. ) 

-MISCl-

Page 1 of: 
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Inconsistencies noted with recommendatiOn package relating to whether CMSgt 
Etchberger's actions meet MOH award criteria: 

o Original AF Cross citation, Tab 1, states that during the flrefight CMSgt Etchberger 
"continued to direct air strikes and call for air rescue on his emergency radio, thereby 
enabling the air evacuation force to locate the surrounded friendly element." 

• Statement by Col (Ret) Gerald H. Clayton, who interviewed the three lone 
survivors, does not corroborate that CMSgt Etchberger directed air strikes or 
called for air rescue. (Tab 2) 

• Statement by John G. Daniel, USAF (Ret), states, "I had the only radio that worked 
and was talking to the aircraft (''SANDY" Flight A-lE's) if I recall correctly." His 
statement does state that he and CMSgt Etchberger decided jointly to have the 
aircraft di:oP their ordnance and strafe With their guns. (Tab 3) 

• Statement provided by Maj (Ret) Stan. Sliz*, does not corroborate that CMSgt 
Etchberger directed the airstrikes or called for air rescue. The copy of his story 
states that he, not CMSgt Etchberger, contacted a C-130 flareship and directed the 
A-1 aircraft to drop their ordinance and make strafing nms. (Tab 4) 

o Original Air Force Cross citation, Tab 1. states that during the evacuation 
CMSgt Etch berger "deliberately exposed himself to enemy fore ("fore" is a typo and 
could be "fire, or "force,) in order to place his three surviving wounded comrades in 
the rescue slings permitting them to be airlifted to safety., 

• Statement by Col (Ret) Gerald H. Clayton, who interviewed the three lone 
survivors, makes no mention of CMSgt Etchberger deliberately exposing himself 
to enemy ftte in order to rescue his three surviv~g wounded comrades. (Tab 2) 

• Statement by John G. Daniel. USAF (Ret), makes no mention of CMSgt 
Etch berger deliberately exposing himself to enemy fire in order to load the three 
survivors in the helicopter rescue sling. He only states that "as were lifting off 
there was a short burst of small anne fire that hit the bottom of the chopper." (Tab 
3) 

• Statement provided by Maj (Ret) Stan Sliz•, makes no mention of CMSgt 
Etchberger exposing himself to enemy fire in order to rescue the others. The copy 
of his story provided sta;tes that after the A-ls dropped their cluster bomb units that 
things went quiet There is no mention of CMSgt Etch berger taking enemy fire 
while be loaded members into the evacuation s1ings. He does state in his story 
(Tab 4); 

- • ~ f • 



"I rem~mber laying on the floor, staring at the tiny particles of metal, as they 
were getting everyone else up into the chopper, when they opened fire at us. I 
saw this little hole in the floor beside my face and thought, "Hey, that hole 
wasn•t there a second ago-and what's that red spot?-My god!-I've been hit 
again!" Then I looked up at Etch as he was falling out of the canvas seat above 
me." 

o Original "Recommendation for. DecOration, was for an Air Force Cross, not for a I' b) 5) I 
Medal of Honor that was downgraded to the Air Force Cross. (Tab 5) l< < 

~.=ol 
(b)(5) 

•. · d-;. . 

------- -- - --·· 



CITATIONTOACCOMPANYTIIBAWARD OF 

THE AIR FORCE CROSS 
(POsnruMOUS) 

TO 

-RICHARD L. ETCHBEROER 

1M ptosidct of tho United S1ltel of America, aatborizcd by title 10, Section 8742. UnUed States 
Codo. awarda tbo Air Force Ctou 10 Chio! Mutet Setgeant Richard L. Btchberzet for 
omaord.inaiy heroism in tho militacy operationa apiast ao. opposing ll"DlCd force on 11 Mareb 
1961 . . On tbis date. Sergeant Btchberaer wu manning a deferllivo position when the base was 
ovcrruD by 111 =any srouod force. The oncmy wu able to deli-ior sustained and withering fue 
directly upoo this poaition from biper pound. His eatiTD crow dead or wOUJided, 
Serpant .ECichbcrpr continued to ratwn the enemy'• fite tflus deoyina dlem aec:eSI to bis 
poaitioo. DutiAi the entire period, Sqeant Etdlbetp continued to direct ~r stribs and cal1 for 
u rescue on hls emergcocy radio, thereby caa.bliJ2g tbe air IY'ICIWion force to loc:m the 
surrounded · elaneut. WMa air reacue lrtived Sergeant Etchberget delibe:raidy exposed 
ltitNelfto ro order- to pW:o hil dli'Oo IUlYivina wouoded comndes in the reacue sfulp 
pcrmittioa them to 'rlifted to safety. A.. Se:JOI.Ilt Etcbberaer wu finally being rescued, be 
was fatally wounded enemy ground fire. His fierce defense which culminated the supremo 
sacritico ofhia life, sa not only the Jives of his three couvade~ but provided for the successful 
evacuation of~-· IUtVivon of tho buo. Through hit extrlordirwy beroUm, superb 
lctdmbip, and SorFam flcbbcrpr mtc:ded tho higbclt Cftdit upon himself and 
the United States Air oo:e. . 

. ~fw~~ . 
;;;._ (,_.~) 
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ToWhomitMq~· 

I was 1M cc~ ot1be ccmat opendm iD wbldl OUc:tPb:bbaprwaa ~ 
altboaah lwa DOt .{RICilt at1bo.litl dmiDi tbr:.IIUic:k~ hawwet l.intcrYicwocl.U o!tbo 
avi'Wll'l fhl j)Uowizls dq. 'J'beU 'eldJ1101111od IIIII to l'eCOID1JM!Dd to t4Y iUpCdor 
afBcer lblt Sat~ be o•nned 1br tblaw.rd of !be Medal of &Dar. Witboat 
1 'ktl Sat~ I&Wd tbe tm. cthis cp•••ioal omcar mltwo ca. memw. 
otbiacmr. 

What tbe eGCal7 dilc:oftlalbil c:rew*a"-&a tbc,.lzmnediately t1ntr IOftlll bml 
srCDKta dowo bdo 1hcir !lidhlapllcoldJJ!aa two ottbe alfiW Uld ~ ~ bis 
opwii!ILW ofticcriDd IIM6er CIOWIDI& Bcia& dat oa1y ODO abJo to OOGder tho CDial)a 
.._.Sst &fll*p idDAAd 1ile willa W.W16 wbilohil tMmed cae"matDI puacd 
111WD'mfflm to bim. 

811 held aft'1DD em=y 1IDti1 teiCIIe JriCCJ*IS llri'ftld. At 1lmt time he be1pcd hiJ 
........ 4:Uaw '!Z'I"'JDDIl imD 'the Ilia& 10 tbl&1bcy mi&tll bo!lilcd 1ato 1be ~ 
flcm 6o ~ oftbc di1rw!laa tboy11ae tllpJ»>Ol. Ak lds cmr IDd IDOiber IIIM"tU 
wen-ll&ly eo.d SFE*:M rxacr 1laiDy pill 1M lfiDI aad ._. ~ Ju the 
heliroprr JNiled 1ft) 'hat .. clff-DC)' JOida IJII&.)td 1be bottom afibo 
~wilkAX47 &a. O.oftltloaadi~~J?JdV4tpiDdllelllld tDdedaiR 

· u.~. 

WlaeD I tbt IIW SJl ~··body ill dao .aa.ft Oil tbo D1DP ltflfl HQ he stilt bid 
aplir «wilo cauca lllldaliabl~ n. pwpca otttac. ooa.a Wll1o clip 1bo .c:Uv.-. ..-., 1bo tN> •u• placed oa an tbo fll11'ti.J ecpllpn-t Seftldaa d» wile 
~ 1bo6e&uuto tbl!t ~._,all ill eqatpnent aleada B ... ftidaat to 
mo ~~·Jut cm.ta,.... tD II¥« tbieiO 1rirCI brd be waaliDibJe to set to ,.<b:.;;)(S"') ----. 

thaD. '· 

IMI tald bJ ~Air Pclrco Qdaf of~~ 1111 na CAN110D1 foribl Ak Force CIDII 
dllt clat 1D bldDSilhe political • • lA Som ... Alia 1ba Medii allbiDt wauld 
DOt be warded. cne presh!cat hid receady amDO'a*S lblt there ...... JIO ~ 

ftabdn& ... ill L8ol). 'l'bc'ltb'Cion MaW of&aocrecoi'M woa1ll haft zwa1ed 
Jat dat oppome • tba poaibWty ot ._awn after the Wit""~ wu 
clla11e ~ lllod lldl wilb tlae opiDiGa tbltwu w1a1t would~ ~ 1 
b&Yemo..mst.a leccd of.U t!at ~ ac~-~ mr aaaol)'. 

- - ~~ 
0$1 USAF a:tiled LT 

i . . 
I 
I . , ... 
.. 1 
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JOHN 0. DANIEL I 
r .... ·=)(6=} = ____ ........... _ __ ____,! . : u Apn112, 2005 

TOWHOMITMAYCONCL~ . . 

IT HAS BEBN A LONG~ SINj THIS ~PENED DUI' I WilL RECALL 
WHAT HAPPENED TO THB BEST ~F MY MPMOIUES AND HOPE THAT rr 
HELPS. 

ON MARCH 10, 1961 WB HAD-RUNNING MISSIONS AIL ~AY LONG AND 
HAD OOTI'EN A BREAK AND DB<fED TO COOK DJNNE!t 

AS WE VIBRB OBT11NG READY TO. COOKDJNNBR.BILL BLANTON CAME 
AND CAU.liD BVBR.YONEBACX. UP TO mE RADAR VAN PROM '1'HB . 
COOKJNO AREA AND WAS Bllm'INO US ON niB STATUS OF US AND OUR 
MISSION. 

HE SAID THAT WE WERB IN DIRB DANGEJlAND PElUIAPS WBCOUID STIU. 
GET SOME.CHOPPERS lN 'OIATBVBNING AND 'EV ACUATB OR WB COULD 
00 AHEAD AND DROP BOMBS AND GBT our AT FlR.ST UGHT. 

WE AU. DECIDED 10 STAY AND CONTINUB OUR. MISSION. 

AT THIS TlM2 THB1U! WAS'FIRINO O.P SOME HBA.VY WEAPONS AND THE 
COODNO AREA TOOK AT LBASTONE DIRECI'IDT. 

IT WAS D£a0ED lliATBLANTON AND HIS CREW WOULD 'nAY AND MAN 
mE BQUlPMENr Ai'lD THAT OUR CREW WinCH CONSISTBD OF STAN, 
MONlC, OlSH, Dlqc AND MYSELF WOUlD 00 TO TBBBUNXER. 

WBDECIPPJ) 11JAT INSTEAD OF 1HB Bt1NXEaAS [I' WAS Q.OSB TO niB 
COOJCINO ARBA AND SI.JmPlNO AREA WB WOULD GO OVBR..TBB SIDB OF 
111E).(()UNTAIN WHBRB WB HAD EXPLORED BEFORE AS 'IBBRB WAS OOOD 
COVBlt. 'lBB2E. WE RBMAINBD nmaB AND SOMR'l'lMB D'Ua]NQ 1HB NIGHr 
THBRB WAS LOTS OF SMALL ARMS mE AND GRl\BNADES. 

ABOVTTHATTIMB WE STARTED COMJNO UNDER FlRB AND OISH WAS mT 
FIRST. I BBUHVB THAT MONK AND STAN WBRB HIT AND MONK.•s W M 
FATAL. THEN I WAS HITD'-1 BOm I.EGS AND OISH WAS 1m' AOAlN AND 
l1DS ONB WAS FATAL 

DURlNO 1HIS TIMB ONLY DICK AND MYSBlJf WERE ABLB TO DEFBND 
OURSELFS AND nm O'l1mRS WIDCH AT nns TlMB ONLY STAN BEING 
AUVB. . 

i 
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DICK NBVBR OOTHIT DUIUNO THIS TIME AND WAS DlRBCTINO MB ON 
WHAT WAS TAXJNO PLACB AND WHAT TO DO. 

I BAD 11m ONLY RADJO lHAT WORJCEDAND WAS TALKlNT TO mE 
AlltCRAFT ("SANDY"" fUOBT A-lE'S) IF I RECALL COUECIL Y. 

DlCX.AND I DECIDED THAT WB NEEDBD nmMTO DllOP 11fFJR ORDANCB 
ON TOP OP nm HlLL (LB-8S) AB TBERB WAS NO EVIDENCE OFUFB 1'HERE 
EXCEPT OF THE ONES SHOOTlNO AT US. 

THEY ICBEP DROPPING AIL OF 1HElR ORDANCBAND STRA1INO Wl1li 
mmR. GUNS AND AS nmY WBNTDR.Y 011'1BllAJRCRAYI' KBEPREPLACINO 
THEM. 

ALSO TBBRB WERE ~WB lLAltB SHIPS IN nm AREA DROPPING FLARES 
FOR US. 

ABOUT.DAYUGBT AN AIR. AMBIU~ CHOPPER. CAME 1N AND WAS ABLE TO 
Dlt.OP A·LIPT DOWN Aa'ID DICK WAB ABtB TO GET STAN AND MB LOADED 
INTO mE CHOPPER. . 

AT nDS '11MB ONE 011ISt ONE PS1.S0N WHoM 'WB DmN"T INOW WAS 
ALlVB cAME DOWN ro WHBRE DICK WAS S'llLL ON 'IBB .GROUND AND 
OOT LOADED 1NI'O 'J;HR ClU).PPBR. 

TBBN DJCIC WAS ABLB TO 01U LOADED INTO THB CHOPPBJt 
~ . ~ .. 

AB.WBRE"LIFilNOOPF 'fHBRB WAS A SBOJt.T BURST OP SMALL ARMB FIRE 
THAT Htt."I:B£ BOTI'OM OP Tim ClOPPER. 

I WAS TOLD LATER. mAT ONB ROUND mTDICKAND HB BLED TO DBAlli 
BEFORE 11m CHOPPER JUT mB NBXT IS TO TRANSPER. OS TO AN 
EV AamoN JiUOHT BACK: TO I'.ORAT Alll BASB. 

mJS IBBLIVBIS AN ACCURATBDBSClUP110N OF WHAT HAPPENED TO US 
ON DIE NIOHT OF 10 ~C:ft ANp TijB MORNING OF 11 MAlta! 1961. 

• ...., •. ~'J l '\.._ • • ! .• . 

1P 1 CAN BB OP ANY FtTI'HBitASSISTANCE PLBASB FBBL TO CONTACT ME. 

• . • ·• ~ A ...... ... ~ 

· - \ ... " 
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.. <::aptaa atm sus 

Jta.dar Oparaticm. controllK 
7011 eecret LJaa ~~· 15 
•onun Laoa ,lt61-ta 

atu alis ~lJecl ape~t• L1m. ai te 85 •her• h. guided .r-4 and 
f•l05 Ughter/bQabera 1fiU·vro=cl-ccmtrolled rad.U Jvat..t"9 
u•utanoe oa targeu iA •orth VJ.etaam.L1U Site 85 wu oven•1m 
OD.ll Naroh,lt,a. 111s vu one of four auni.,o.n. 

!'he ai te .,.. aJa.aa• because •• bacl all tlaMa · !'orou out ot 
!UUud. that .,.r• qo.1q to ~ tarv•ta ill the J~th, wac 
tiM tar woulc:lJaO.,. in. 8o bra' • tlaia huge force ot 1'-u uac:l 7-
105a atraaa:i.D9 iAto lortll vi'•tua U.S the tarpts are @aoured. 
Due~~ cU.cm ' t: b&Ya t.M ca»abilitl' to clrop U. bclab• th:'ough 
t.M olcnm. eoza.*JQntlJ nou Pu '!hi .ountaia vu a alec~*' u 
~ lDCatioa far a nclar •tt.-=ta 9ive ou.r pilot. an all·M&~~r 
aapabiU.t]'. J.ooat..S OD17 UO 11Uea frCIIBUloi, :Lt wu Well 1fitJUA. 
ra9• ot the Sll:ya-pot raclar •Jat.~m. 'D.• AJ:1a7 Oona o! bg'i~ .. r• 
•~ b. there, laYeled off the t.op of the IICUD.tai.Jl aDd brought in 
ell t.be ..,U.pmqt ui.Av Copper a. 

We were aelaot..S u -'>er• of the raclar bcebin9 tum. lfe h•cl 
to qo tlu:ouvb a -acr•~ Jrocua. ts.MOiJM tll• "aw.u• w.bo 
:Ulterrtew.a u ••r• era. 'f~~de •ur• t:Aat •• ••r• patriotic 
a4 that •• wue t.balt1.:AA·of · 1• they waAtecl to 4o Wa kiJLCl 
of tll.iq. •• aueiiOVed 0\lt of tbe ailitary (Shaep-cliPP*!) •o 

· t.Jaat ~4 be csiYilt.ua. •• all aiped p.:pera aa4 were 18'1'&11J 
· 41ao~ed trcn the Ur: Poroe, '•o tb&t we could be birecl u n4&r 

teoluU.c:iu..a by Loelcbeed. .U.rol'aft COrporat10D . ftat • a bow v• ~at 
.-14. 11)1 felt U.t wewwe the elite,. u4 t atill .belie,• Uat 
WHJ'~ U.P t.!Lu_e vu a •MelaJ. UAU rtclual • Ia t.Aou9ht. we were 
voiag tp abortc th:e war Mc:aue ve cou1cl ~ t~ Wor;th chrini 
tu .-o.-ooa aeaaon. 

. ~ 

~ . . 

.. : : . ,. :. ... ~ ..... ~ 
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I or~u the tun trt» •• •cs• \&P tllere. &:rerJ.bod.r wu 
~rettJ jollr aA4 joJUAg until we c:ro8•eci the nYer . Then ve got 
·~eMber. tt va. lUe ~lW~• wa• a c~taill over t.aos~ chera 
vuu 't. C! ~oltill9 aroUild anraaore. !~ez·Jboci]' got real aenou. • 0 • 

'!!wre were other .Americus atat.ioned at the helitad." I'm pratt]' 
•uzoe tber wo:k.ci f.or the CIA' e4 n.q. t.De .. roilcs ~at.chez:os" . 1'UJ 
•poke the 1U9U&f• pret ~1 well a.uci clid JC"P traolc of what tb• 
u.elll7 vas clo1n9. 

&11 tlM Jaiaa1ou out of ~ha:i l&Dei caae nght ovu our 11 ta u 
the~ laaHecl aortla ••• u.uall~ ••• them and it., •• cute a ai9ht 
to ... tlM!Ia •voov dolm after tbe.r flew over the eootain. You 
cOlllcS atud cut there aad look 4oa at thi• whole foTce Uyill9 
north. It wu prettr awuama vatolling th• swoop down through the 

0 

• n1l•z• · 

Laotian HlloD9 tziheg<is\ ud t'bai ....reeua.riea guard.ed the ai ta 
frCia po .. Ule attack, but it vaa lm;loaatble to keep the looatia 
J.i.Wc f= YU7 long. Z..uyt..!Uq •oon cA&Dgecl. 

We bev that t.U ~.a. OOIDiAq. We ooulo aee tlleal 011 the 
otur -.u:nmta:.t.u ~oUD4 u ~ Lookiza; out t.Uou;b biaocul ara. J'OU 
coul4 ... th•: ifb.8J'4: tlli'ov 'a ofin~er at J'OU, and. .rou'd throw Olle 
~ct at tbAa. f'hat k1lld of •~utf . 

OD tM 12th Of .lall\J&q, l w_. alacar1A; a 'fAa! ICO ou:: n .. l.r 
csoa..tz1:&Gtecl b\Zker G-at tc 0\&A h. r..ng ofU&Z'te&";S. b we were 
a tanding there. all of a •ucscteu tu• .-soiiiDodon •tarted 4on the 
aid.• of the •ount.aia nea: t.Jie bel.U••d. I looked ~ner• and •a• 
tll .. • !Jiplan•• cirali~ •ro\JAa dropping acme lund ot ordinance. I 
Aiel, "111 God, what ia tbios•t 'l'b• apu.l.•A el.n.L wu·n" 1 j'Qin})eci 

0 

into tn aqui.-t roo., 90t em ~ racU.o ~o Vdorn, and. aaicl, 
-..7.t.M:r•r:e boab1JS9 'aa u1daaret" ".:uat t.o aho" .rou that t cUdn't 
bow U&t WU goi.J::Lg «a, nan tbef Uked me the 8l.ae of the 
J:toeb8,I auwered 250 DOlmder:t.l'tbe.r ao~u.all.r ware dropping 
9raac!ea.) I look•4 ou\ the ciocr taat in tilM t.o ... one of the 
l»t»l&DM hovet'1A9 oYer the taeU.pa4 Qcl •ild-nq d.gh~ at me. lie 
meA q and tired a aalvo of rockata tna.t paaaed right. ov•r the 
tott of the equi~t I wu at'Ud:1n9 .in. ( I tow:act ou~ later t.hat a 
ftai CQtain vu stan4tn9 .tiL \b. mi4c11e of the ul ipad. with hi• 
AK•C7;whieb he a.ptiecl into the belly at thia &ircca:ft ._. f.~ fhw 
cr~e~. oBis act.ion aavacl us ~ .becaae "-au.t have hit. the pilot 
a.D4 c:aua.C the 9Ui' to flutter an4 loos• .Ilia um. 'fhis aioraft 
ataneracl oft ancl cl'aahecl. Anot..Ur b1p1aae :~u ab.ot clown by an 
Ai~ America aho'Jper who tlel( along•J.cie i t ao th.• erer.t ohi~f could 
ShoOt it clOWD, , 

0 : 0; : '1"1 OJ 
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b a r.ault of Wa aaU= ve vere armed witla N•l&a and 
gieaac! ... lfh• iDoat aign.tfi""""' thin; tlaat haptoeci wu the)" vav• 
u a OW~~le of auni Yal vuti. (or i waul em • t .be hu• tocbt~. ) 
'fhae YUU ue the kiAd t.Ae pilota ••a~ vb.ec tlleJ tl!, ao tbat . 
itt!a., J:aail out, there'a a little r•clio i~ tbare, u nll u · 
flat .. w other •~nl.geu. U it .wun' t for that nc!1o wh•n 
•• vat 09erz:"QD, l ilould.D' t have !Men &J)le ta talk to the guJ• who 
were Utin9 ovez:heac! eel direct theu\ inlMkini atrafiag runs a 
aur~p~. 

'J1aa c1aJ •• got OTal'T1m, 1IQ" orev ~on 'tll• da! ai:Uft . •• 
worltecl h·• aiz ill the 11o0mi.ng ta a is. at. night. &.ftervarc!, both 
o: .. a aat ill a -•tiA9 &hocat the aituatian getti.A9 grave, &nd. do 
•• waDt to b4 evacked. ollt. toaigh.t, or th• 'AUt .Oming·. Me 
c!ecicle4 to apend the night. we ba4 ta-c;eta far ~h• saivht. •o 
let.' • nn t.b.., aAd •• • U 9•t out fint thing iD. the JaCXDiD9 • 
JUt u •• wen gett.iq r:~ to .break off, thia low! .la.icm 
oceved ouiu tlae door. we''foiazi4 tll&t vhc we rm into th• 
!Rmker for prcrtectioll ; a rocket had -.de a cU.rec:t hit em the 
oone.r of tM btmltar. ••oaue of tb• ooa41 tic of the bunker, ve 
cledcled to hide Oil t.b.e rn•ra• alop• of U• moaAt~J.JL. below the 

· 8CJ'dp!118Qt. I v.Dt to gat a.-. oigar-e\tea out of a cartOD that I 
bel OA •1 lJa<l tn cna~ li111n§ qua~t•~s, aD4 foun4 that a ~ti•oe of 
ahratmel bad tans 'thro~ the whole oa.rt.on. 1 41dn. t have a 
a&1Y;&9-.bl• cigarette in the whole bunch ••• all gx-Ubed whatevet" 
•• oovlclJ 1 ~lMcl the aU'Yi'fal -. .. t otf t.Ae oom•r ot ._,. bed 
a4 pat it em. We aU ataJecl em tba a1~ of uae 110\Ultai:A until 
U. .!anav• ecde4 aft•~ ~t t.Az:ee b.cnar• . Dec141a9 to ••• if the 
ractu- vu aUll operatiaaal . 11.11 Bl ant au • • o&"av to\&Cl t..b&t. tb• 
eq'dJDeDt..,... oJcar, aDd atazted. JUlc.i'A9 boW)~. 'rhe reat of u.s 
cleci.W ta apeacl the Di~ht cm tJla. mountain aiel• 1n cue ot 
uota.at: attack. ' . ~ .. 

tto!a, aaU ancl I aet U'J a portable Bl' ra.cU.o wi th a batt•n• 
Plck cd cora.taot...c~ WI' BOat.. Vc!om with a ~•port of •hat v•s 
vobt- ~· 'lheJ:I ve tell ulee;. : . 

We vera avakeued b7 t.be aaund of autOIIatic veapOA• fire from 
Ue viouu tt of t.U outpoata oa our ilmer per1aater. Bearing 
foot•t•»• u4 9oicea UO'A u., we anU4k ctovn th• WSGUAt.ain about 
t-t~ .t .. t tq a dave vbere OUAr and Monk ••r• aleeping. tther• 
wek• u.~ .. of u ia .that li't.t1• bol•, wttb ~t barely ell0\19b rooa 
tor- two W\U•• tt ~n .. llt n.su't' tb• gr .. te~t •pot, but it worked 
out vall ~or aoat of u •. ·..; .' · -: ·' · 

. 3 
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1fe 2lMri all th:U c~tiOD sro:Lnq =above. a., gurua tir1»9. 
nea&d .. ~ni.AcJ. Soan na~tb.iuo bec:a:ea stilL ftch ~ wato~9 
tl:l• t.r.il ahc:rYe u &Aci ~aTecl , .. St.an, tMra'a »eopla c011Li»q! 11 t 
aai4,"11hc t.he7 get o1oae &ouob, SJIOO'!'J• ao he did; an4 alJDOat 
ilmecUatal!, all hall =oka looae. ~•1' opce4 ap oa. u.s from all 
over, tbrcnrino g~cacie• acl !irinf their U-·na. t'he first bw:st 
ti lla4 luk lAd tbat 'a vhea % tot wouncl~ in.,- thi9b•. Jobll al•o 
srot •ouzaclec! oa. tbat firat a~tac:lt. 'l'he pa1A waa wsO.ara~la, but ,. 
iuat. MAatecl t.o figbt t.lua off. 1 c!oa. • c r.oall avaJ: 1 coking u 11\1 
vatoh, or w~erin9 vA&t the hall u-. it vu . Ira "•r• JDOre 
1Dtarut.ct in t~ to ata7 alive, u.sinf our weapons and firing 
ka. Or:n.ac!u kal)t CCIIiS.D9 u; b\llle~a tr~t1D9 all arou.D4 . 1 
•ooa l'McAK ~ tAruholcl of paiD where l ;tu.t 4iciD't.. feel 

' c..rth1A9 an~ra; I felt_,.~ vu,nu.uo t~aa the hit,s. It 
beo ... rut Uka ta za.Uiauoe ot atu<U.Ilg ia a i'ar1 heavy 
eaiutoa.. bother granada~- i~, but 1 coulcm't reach it. I 
~ht uout itlllf.bg oato 1t.. Joba aaicl, -aera, 9rab ll&Dk, h•'• 
dud. h I took bJik aa4 Milt em tq ~t the gr ..... It bl ev u 
back. the cODeu•1• bacJUn~- ou.t. 1fheD l c- to, piec~ of 
aut were all OYU ... aut the ~ut of u werc't IEillec!. Igot a 
rMl bi~ pi~ of it ill ~ ~;h, aDd ••• tlaat ll1 ~ appauecl 
.aAgl.c!, but •.-.cS 118Ule. ' 1 tho~t 1 wu clot~• to claath, and 
the thought fluhecl ~OU9h ~ JU.Dd, "So this ia •hat it' a like to 
clie, I Wcmder wb&t the tiul t•eUn;• a li.te?" · 

I lmow at oce ti-. ao.eoc-. I don't r--.ber who, bro";ht up 
the ic:lea ~t UT)M we •~lcl aure~c. t •aJ.cl I thought. tbt 
ttaa aa, beeau.sa 1 ·vu p.ratt~ aura tut tb~ verea' t taking &Al' 
priaOilen. l n• iiibeT t:u:aung to .Tolm ICA.aaJia9 , "'l'het coul4n • t 
~aka u UJV&i, Jou'r• ahotJ D tha ~·v• Qc! •':' aa t. !har~"ano 
•q we could walk out ot urer•·• 

IN.rillO lull• iza the fiptiD9, 1 crontanad. a c-130 Uareab1p 
cdrcliA9 ov~rh•4 a4 c!ros-Ria9 parao!wta flare•: uuv •Y little 
•1ln'1••1 racUo. 1le •oou-aged. ua to ... ~ OD, belp'a on the va11" 
eure ~a pair of &-b fraa UP arC"iYad oyerJaa<l at claJ~reak . 

Colltaotb9 tUal; t fowd t-hat tha! wua ai'JM4 witla 20 m:UU.matar 
oamuma u4 CBlJa. 1 oriatea t~ to mate atrafillv ~ frOJa the · 
'hcu buUcliD9 towa1:cl the nda~ atuiP~DUt, where 1 tigure4 tb.e 
-...,.. t.roopa were. &ac.b aircraft aaacle two paaaea with httla 
effect Oil ~· -~ fire. lo, ·I ukacl tbam to clrop their CBtJ.t 
alOQI tiae .... ui.a of attack, aa7ing . "touaivht .. well,wa"re 
90Ga%'• llllJhotr, .o ~cna ID.iglrt u wall d.o itt• 110, tbar -ct. their 
....-.. a4 clr:OJpecl tM .b<lllba . It wu like ••ttiA9 off a atdng of 
fireo~acke&-a, OA17 • tb.o\i.-u.d. ti.au aa,Utied. It n..s just a 
b.ouaiiU:loua Qoiaa. Aft•r a while • .,.rytldu9 waa claathl! atill. 1 
thouqht l' d. gone d.n.f. 

!. •• l 
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1ft.ea- tb A·~ clropped w~ bo.ba, 1 ooulcm•t la.Ur ~ ~; 
:1Ut riA91DV ~ az eua. 'tUA l b.euci W. o!loppe:. I got on the 
ndio act talkM to tll•• tul•; taU ui9 ta.. vh•~ ve ware. '!h• 
»ilot utecl if •• baci .A.J "aaoke" down there. 1 )lulled it out of 
IIJ waat u4 aaict,•reab,lt'a P\&:'plef'' I bandect· th• fla:-e to StQh, 
MO&U.a 111 beds sr•r-• tao bloocl7 to pop it , aa he diet . ~h• whole 
aave U.lle4 vitla the ..eke azul •• aa.t tlaere gaqgillg. "'be pilot 
aald, • 11otohat • .&H lovarec:l a ju.qla pen•tl·ator to as. Etcb 
Deeded help opcln1 tbe luv .. before •• put ])a=J Oft J.t . Afte: 
rHU.D9 hlm q, .th•J" dropped it clown ao l could be pulled up • .Ia 
tla•J· li!ted. M Q, l RUDI sllatplJ' avay traa tbe110unta~D and tb• 
J.cbvi119 cruJaecl • hack a1&.iut ~ 110\mUiA. I wu at~ u 
tlae! ccmUDJ&M to ttull .. ap, but I r-uaa.hu lookiAcr clo~ an4 · 
••aizat aile of OUI' 9Ur8, 1fUU• Bubaud , c-.1A9 arcnmd tAe aiel• 
U4 wa.Yiug at •;like, 40A't tozoget; ... r ~~er l&J~I Gil the 
floor. •tarin9 at tha tinr particles of .. tal, •• ~~ 11•1:• 
.. tti.Ao aYU70Ae elae ap 1ato the chotJ~, •hen tbar ap-n.ct fir• 
at u. l ••• Wa Uttle ul• u the !loor beaicle _,. fao• eel 
~t.•·a.J, tla&t hole wan.• t there a aeccmc(ago-&DA! wbat'• 
tlaat r.4 •Jot1-.. JI:l Goc:U-It'• bloocl. t'lel:l.ci bit qaiDS" nen 1 
1C)Oka4 '- at &tab. •• be ... tal U.ag out of tlla canvu ··~t above 
•· 'fha· ~ullet had Iota• rip~ up tlarouqh iwa aDCI got hiDl 
iDta~llr. Be wu JciU.tlel i.utazatlJ·. 

I kept »&niDg out !rca loa of bloocl. but ea.cA time X awoke, 
1 lOt a a1guette !rca the ·i t:.W chiet. I.Qd llh• l guaed out 
ap1n. b.a toalL it tt:om me. tut ' • all 1 r.-bu- util i wok• up 
at Uclom. . 

•nor to thia tou, CQtai.A 8li.s ~iatecl iA the cleYelopCDat 
of th• 8k:rQot p-cnmd clinotecl J:'ad.u bcabing IJit- duriD9 the 
wtnta~ of ·a,S-fl. ;.rOia "=•· to·n.cllllllM: ,19S&rhe aarvad u a ,. . -
Bkl'apot aoa.t1:aUu at Bie~Liloa U,aoutll~ietnD. . . 

Ill tM Qring of l.tS'J, lie n»rUeAtecl DC iA • p:ojaot 
aelll!>hh'9 •-• u.4 '-1os ~tUou uitb a-sa D.&Yiptor/bCebud!•n iu 
a aariea of taata that realllte4 ill i.ap:ovecl drborn• l'adar 
bcm~Jiuv tacba1tua 'for f19ht•r bamber-a • :. . . 

Be a t artac! u.other· tciUi ·at BieA Boa in .naAe, before bain; 
ollllecl ba.ck i.a sapt-.bu to parti.Cipata :iJ:l tlai.a a:Dd.a.vor. 

Aftu •neral1DGiltbs ill<boapit.al• uc! n\DUrOU operation.~ , he 
vu prcMtM to Major uic.t retizrnec! to aetive cl\ltJ iD Jlllf , lJ68 . 

•• vaa avu4.cl the Purple B~rt and .... :ecanma1ulacl for the 
&tver Bt&l' a.a • r .. 'lllt ot tbi• aaU.OA. Jle retired after 20+ ~ea.t"a 
of ••nice ill Deecbar ot 1"2. 
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C2.CHAffER2 

MEpAL OF HONOR<MQH) RECOMMENDATIONS 

C2.1. PIJRPOSE 

T'be purpose of this Chapter is to furnish guidance to the Military Departments in the 
processing of recommendations for the MOR 

C2.2. PRQCEDUBES JNYQLVING RECOMMENDATIONS FORUffiMQH 

C2.2.l. The Secretary concerned shall establish procedures for processing 
~commendations for the award of the MOH in his ot her Military Department 
Minimally. those recommendations shall contain the endorsement of the subordinate 
Unified Combatant Commander or the m Commander, if involved; the Unified 
Combatant Commander concerned; and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. After 
endorsement by the Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of S1aft the recommendation shall be 
referred to the Secretary concemc4.fo~ ~pro.Pri:ate· action. 

C2.2.2. The Army andAir Force MOHrecommendations must be entered formally 
into official cbann.cls in twO years of the act wammting the recommendation, and 
awarded in three years (except as provided in title 10 U.S.C. 3744 or 8744 (reference 
(e)) and Section 1130 of title 10, U.S.C. (reference (a))). The Navy-Marine Corps 
MOH recommendations must be fonnally entered into official channels in three years 
of the act }Wli'3Ilting the recommendation, and awarded in five years (except as provided 
in Section 6248 of reference (f) and Section 1130 of reference (a)). However, a 
Member of Congress can request conSideration of a proposal for the award or 
presentatio~ of a decoration not previously submitted in a timely fashion under 
reference (a). 

. 
C2.2.3. Recommendations for awatd of the MOH disapproved by a Secretary of a 

Military Dep!rtment, or the Secretary of Defense, may only be resubmitted if new, 
substantive and material infonnation is provided in the time lim~ts in 10 U.S.C. 3744, 
6248, and 8744 (references (e) and (f)). The information fonning the basis must have 
been previously unknown and not considered by reconunending and disapproving 
officials. The detennination of the existence of new material and substantive 
information being a basis for reconsideration may not be delegated below the Secretary 
of a Military Department 

••• l \.!(" 
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lO USC Sec. ll30 Ol/02/2006 

-KXPCITB-

TITI.B 10 - ARMBD PORCBS 

SUbtitle A - General Milit~ry Law 

P~T II - PERSONNEL 

CHAPTER 57 - DECORATIONS AND AWARDS . 

-HEAD-

Sec. 1~30. Consideration of proposal• t or decorations not 

previously submitted in timely fashion: procedures for review 

-STATUTE-

(a) Opon request of a Member of Congress, the Secretary concerned 

s.hall review a proposal for the award or presentation of a 

decoration (or the ~ading of a decoration) , either !or an 

individual or a unit, that is not otherwise authorized to be 

presented or awarded due to limitations established by law or 

policy for timely sub!Disaion of a ;ec:onuDendation for such award or 

presentation. Based upon such review, the Secretary sh&ll make a 

determination as to the merit• of approving the award or 

presentation of the decoration. 
··' :-. 

(b) upon making a determination under subsection (a) as to the 

merits of approving the award or presentation of the decoration, 

the Secretary concerned shall sul:llldt to the COCIIlllittee on Armed 

services of the Senate and the Coanlittee on Armed services of the 

House of Representatives and to the requesting Member of Congress a 

detailed discussion of ·the rationale supporting the determination. 

http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-cgilfastwe~.exe?getdoc+uscview+t09t 12+782+0++%28%._ 1 onn.oo7 
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(c) Dete.:rtdnationa under this sec tion regarding the award or 

preae.ntatioll of a decoration aba.ll be lll&de in accordance wieh ehe 

saMe procedures tha.t apply to the approval or dis<&pproval ot! the 

award or presentation of a decoration when a recommendation for 

such award or presentation i s ~tted in a timely m.anner as 

prescribed by law or regulation . 

(d) In thi s section: 

(1 ) The term "Member of Congress" means -

(A) a senator; or 

(B) a Representative in, or a Delegate or Resident 

Commissioner to, Congress . 

(2) The term "decoration" means any decoration or award that 

may be presented or awa.xded to a ~r or J.Ulit of the armed 

forces . 

-SOURCE-

(Added Pub. L. 104-106 , div. A,· title v, Sec. S26 {a) , Feb. 10, 

1996, 110 Stat . 313 ; amended Pub . L. 106-65, div. A, title X, Sec. 

1067(1), Oct . S, 1999, 113 Stat. 774; Pub. L. 108-136, div . A, 

title X, sec. l031(a} (10), Nov . 24 , 2003, 117 Stat . 1597 .) 

-MISCl -

2003 -Pub. L. 108- 136, Sec . 1031{&) (10) (B), struck out •and 

rec01\1Diendation• after • review•' in section catchli.t'le. 

Subsec. (a). Pub . L. 108-136, Sec . 1031(&) (10 } (A) (il, struck out 

•and the other determination. necessary to comply with subsection 

(b) • after •of the decoration• . 
• I' ~ 

SUbsec. (b). Pub . L. 108-13 6, Sec. l03l(a) (10) (A) (ii}, 

substituted •to the requesting Member of Congress a detailed 

discussion of the rationale supporting the determination . • for "t o 

http://uscode.house.gov/uscode-cgi/fastweb.exe?getdoc+uscview+t09tl2+782+0++%28%... 1012/2007 
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the requesting member of Congress notice in writing of one of the 

following: 

•(l) The award or p:esentation of the decoration does not 

warrant approval on the merits . 

•(2) The awa:d or presentation of the decoration warrants 

approval and a waiver by law of time restrictions prescribed by 

la~ is recommended. 

• (3) The award or presentation of the decoration warrants 

approval on the merits a.nd has b8en approv~ as a.n exception to 

policy. 

•(4} The award ~r presentation of the decoration warrants 

approval o.n the merits, but a. waiver of the time restrictions 

prescrihed by la.w or policy is not reeocmaend.e<i . 

A notice under paragraph {1) or (4) shall be accoaq>an.ied by a 

s~tement of the reasons for the decision of the Secretary. • 

1999 - Subaec . (b) . Pub . L. 106-65 substituted "and the Committee . ,. . .. 
on Armed Services• for •and the committee on National Security- in 

introductory provisions . 

ELIGIBILITY POR ARMBD PORCBS SXPBDXTION:U.Y· KIDAL FOR PARTICU>ATION' 

IN OPBRATION JOINT BNDSAVOR OR OPERATION JOINT GmUU> 

PUb. L. 105·85, div. A, title v, Sec. 572, Nov. lB , 1997, 111 

Stat. 17 56, provided that: 

• (a) Inclu.sion of Open.tions . - For the purpose of det~ining 

the eligibility of meebera and former members of the Armed Forces 

for the A~ed Forces EXpeditionary Medal, the Secretary of Defense 

shall designate participation in Operation Joint Endeavor or 

Operation Joint Guard in the RepUblic of Bosnia and Herzegovina , 

and in such other areas in the region u the Secretary considers 

appropriate , as service in an area that meets t .he genera.l 

requirements for the award of that medal. 
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•(b) Individual Determination. ~The Secret~ry of the milit~ry 

depart~ent concerned shall determine whether individual members or 

for.ner Ulealbere of t he Arllled Forc~s who puticipated in Operation 

Joint Endeavor or Operation Joint Guard meet the individual service 

requiruents for award of t he Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal as 

established in applicable regulation.. A ~ember or former member 

shall be considered to have pa:-tici.pated in Operation Joint 

Bndeavor or Operation Joint Guard i~ the member -

• ( 1) waa deployed in the R.el)ublic of Bosnia and Her~egovina , or 

in such other area in the region a.s the Secretary of Defense 

considers appropriate, in direct support of one or both of the 

operations; 

• (2 ) served on board a tJ¥te<i States naval vessel operating in 
• d. 

tbe Adri a t ic Sea in direct support of one or both of t he 

operations; or 

"(3) operated in airspace above the Republic of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, or in su~ other area in the region as the Secretary 

of Def~e considers appropri ate , while the operations were in 

e!fect . 

•(c) Operations Defined. - For purposes of this section; 

"(1) The term 'Operation Joint Endeavor• means operations of 

the united States Armed Forces conducted in the Republic of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina during the period beginning on November 

20, 1995 , and ending on Decellber 20 , 1996, to a.ss i st i n 

implementing the General Framework Agreement and Associated 

Annexes , initialed on November 21 , 1995, in Dayton, Ohio . 

• { 2 ) The term ' Operation Joint G~rd· means ope.ra.t ions of the 

United States Ar111ed Forces conducted in the Republic of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina as a successor to Operation Joint Endeavor during 

the period beginning on December 20, 1996, and ending on such 
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date as the Secretary of Oet~e eay designate.• 

BLIGXBILITY OP CBRTAIN WORLD WAR II MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS FOR 

AWARD OP OBri' DJICO.RATIONS 

Pub . ~ . 10~-85, div. A, title v, Sec . 576, Nov. 18 , 1997, 111 

Stat . 1758, provided that: 

•(a) Authority . -A unit decoration may be awarded tor any unit 

or other organiu.tion oz the A-""'led Porce.lil (.uch u the Military 

Intelligence Service of the ArMy) that (11 supported the planning 

or execution of combat operations during World War II primarily 

t~ougb unit personnel who were attached to other units of the 

Arllled Forces or of other allied armed forcea, and (2) ia not 

otherwise eligible for award of the decoration by reason of not 

usually having been deployed as a unit in aupport of such 

operations . 

• {b ) Tiae f or Submission of Reco.aendat ion . - Any recommendation 

for award of a unit decoration UDder .ubsection (a) shall be 

submitted to the Secretary concerned (as defined in section 

101 (&) (9) o£ title 10, United Statea Code), or to aucb other 

offic~l as the Secretary concerned aay designate, not l.&ter than 
.. ~ .a 

two years after the date of the enactment of this Act (Nov . 18, 

1997) .• 

AOTBOIUTY TO AWARI> DECORATIONS RBCOGNiz.ING ACTS OF ~R PBRPORMED 

IN COMBAT DUR.I:NG THB VI:BTNAH CONFLICT 

Section 522 of Pub . L. 104-106 provided that : 

•(a) Findings . -Congress makes the following findings: 

• {1) The Ia Dra.ng Val.ley (Pleiku) c.&ll\p&ign, ca.rried out by the 

Ara.ed Forces in the Ia orang Valley of Vietnam from October 23 , 

1965 , to Nove~r 26, 1965, is illustrative of the many battles 

during tbe Vietnam conflict which pitted force• of the United 

States againat North Vietnamese Arwy regulars and Viet Cong in 

PageS of tO 
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viciou. fighting , 

• (2) Accounts of those .battles that have been published since 

the end of that conflict authoritatively document numerou.a and 

repeated acts of extraordinary heroism, sacrifice , and bravery on 

the pa:t of members of the A.~ed Forces, many of which have never 

been officially recognized. 

•(3) Xn some of thos~ battles, ·onited States military units 

suffered substantial losses , with some units sWIItaining 

casualties in excess of · 50 percent . 

•(4) The incidence of heavy casualtie• throughout the Vietnam 

conflict inhibited the timely collection of comprehenaive ~ 

detailed information to support r~commendationa for awa~ds 

recognizing acts of heroism, sacrifice, and bravery. 

• (5) Subsequent requests to ~· Secretaries of the military 

departeents for review o~ award recOftlllle:lldations for 8UCh acts 

have been denied because of restrictions in law and regulations 

that require timely filing of such recommendations and documented 

justification. 

• (6) Acts of berois~, sacrilice, and bravery performed in 
.. •L 

combat by members of the Armed Poroes deserve appropriate and 

timely recognition by the people of the United States. 

•(7) It is appropriate to recognize &eta of heroi8lll, sacrifice, 

or bravery that are beJ.ateclly, but prope.rly, documtmted by 

persona who witnessed those &eta. 

• (b) Waiver of Time Limitations for Recommendations for ~ward_s. -

(l) Any decoration covered by paragraph (2) may be &warded, without 

regard to any time limit -imposed by law or regulation for a 

reco111111endation for such award to any person for actions by that 

person in the Southeast Asia theater of operations while serving on 

active duty during the Vietna~ era . The waiver of time limitations 

Page 6of 10 
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under this paragraph appliea oply i~ the case of awards for acts of 

valor for which a reque11t for. con.eid4tration is aU):)mitted under 

subsection (c) . 

• (2) Puav:aph (1) appl.ies to any decoration ( including any 

device in lieu of a decoration) that, during or after the Vietnam 

era and before the date ~f the enactment of this Act [Feb. 10, 

1996], was authorized by law or under regUlations of the Department 

of Defense or the military depart~~ent concerned to be awarded to 

111ellbers of the Armed Porce.a for acta of valor. 

•(c) Review of Requesta for Consideration of Awards. - ~ ll - The 

Secretary of each military departaient •hall review each request fo·r 

consideration of award of ·a decoration described in subsection (b) 

th&e are received by the Secretary during the one-year period 

beginning on the date of enactment of this Act [Peb. 10, l996l. 

•(2} Tbe Secretaries shall begin the review within 30 days after 

the date of the enactment of this Act and shall complete the review 
_ .. 

of each request for consideration not later than one year after the 

date on which the request is received. 

• ( 3) The Secretary may use tile sa~~~e process for carrying out the 

review as the Secretary uses for reviewing other recommendations 

for award of decoration.& to members of the Armed Porcea under · the 

Secretary• • jurisdiction for v alorou.a acts . 

• {d) Report. - (l) Upon completing the review of each euch 
~ ... 

request under subsection (c),· the Secretary a~ll submit & report 

on the review to the Committee on Armed Services of the Sena·te a.nd 

the Co111111.ittee on National Security of the House of RepresentativeM 

(now COIIIIIIittee on Araled Sarvices of the House of R.epreaentativea) . 

• (2) The report shall include, with respect to each request l or 

consideration received, the following infon~&tion : 

n {A) A summary of the request for con.dderation. 

Page 7 oflO 
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February 10, 1996, and endi.nq on .Feb~ry 9, 1998. 

"(2) The Secretaries shall begin the review within 30 days after 

the date of the enactment of t.hia Act and shall complete the revi ew 

of each request for consideration not b .ter than one year after tlle 

date on which the request ia received. 

•(3) The Secretary may use the same process for carrying out the 

review as the secretary uses for reviewing other recomine."ldations 

for ilwa.rding decoration• to members of the Armed Forces under the 

Secretary ' s jurisdiction for acta , ·achievements., or service . 

"(c) Report . - (l) Opon COIIlPleting the review of each such-

request under subsection (b), the Secret~ shall submit a report 

on the review to the Committee on Ar11ed services of the Senate and 

the Committee on Nationa1 Security of the Bouse of Representatives 

(now Committee on Armed Services of the Bouse of Repre•antatives). 

"(2) The report shall include , with respect to each request for 

consideration reviewed, the following information: 

• (AI A BIJIIIIDar'Y of th~ request for collBideration. 

• (B) The findings resulting fr01a the revi.ew. 

• (C) The final action taken on the request for consideration . . :. ~ . 

"CD) Administrative or l egislative recommendations to iaaprove 

award procedures with respect to military intelligence personnel . 
• ,. , . • '1 

• (d) Definition. - For purposes of this aection , the teraa ' active 

duty • baa the meaning given such term in section 1_01 ot title 10 , 

Onited States Code. n 

SLIGIBILITY FOR ARMED FORCES EXPEDITIONARY MEDAL BASED OPON SERVICB 

IN EL SALVADOR 

Sec tion 525 of PUb . L. 104-106 provided that : 

• (a) In General . - For the purpose of determining eligibi1ity of 

~~embers and for.er ra.embera of the Araaed Forces f o r the Armed Forces 

Expeditionary Medal, the country of El Salvador during the period 

Page9 oflO 
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beginning on Januarr l, 1981 and ending on February 1, 1992, shall 

be treated as b&ving been designated as an area and a period o! 

time in which ~e=bera of the Armed Forces participated in 

operations in significant numbers L~ otherwise met the general 

requirements for the award of that medal. 

• (b) Individual Deterninatio~. -The Secretary of tbe military 

department concerned ab&ll determine whether individual members or 

foZlller members of the Armed Forces 'lolho served in El Sal~ador during 
. ..~ .. 

the period· beginning on January 1, 1981 and ending on February 1, 

1992 ~et the individual service requirements for award of the 

Armed Forces lbcpedi tiona.ry Medal u established in applicable 

regulations. Such determinations shall be made aa expedi~iouely as 

po~sible a!ter the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 10, 

1996) •• 
• I 

••• 
HQIDR ~ Download Cpification Codification ARwl1 

Office of the Law Revision Counse~ US. House of Representatives 
I ,• 
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THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
· 4000 DEFeNse PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301~ 

IE22008 

MEMORANDUM FOR TilE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor Recommendation for Chief Master Sergeant Richard L. 
Etchberger 

I have thoroughly reviewed the Medal of Honor recommendation for Chief Master 
Sergeant (CMSgt) Richard L. Etchbergcr. The evidence presented is limited and does not 
present a compelling case for upgrading CMSgt Etchberger's Air Force Cross to the 
Medal of Honor. ~ :.. ~ · c 1 ~ 

.· • .f • ;:N•:. ::>• 
,, . 

Based on the information provided, I have concluded it is unclear as to whether 
the Air Force attempted to contact all individuals with firSt-hand knowledge ofCMSgt 
Etchberger's actions at Site 85 in Laos on March 11, 1968 to corroborate the facts stated 
in the citation accompanying the award of the Air Force Cross. 1bcccfore, before the 
recommendation i5 forwarded to the Seaerary ofDefensc for decision, I am requesting 
that the Air Force attempt to contact individuals who may have additional clarifying 
information regarding CMSgt Etchberger'a actions. These Individuals include: 1) Mr. 
Ken Wood, pilot .of the helicopter that rescued CMSgt Etchberger from Site 85 in Laos; 
2) Mr. L. M. "Rusty" Irons, Flight Engineer of the helicopter that rescued CMSgt 
Etchberger; and 3) Mr. Frank Roura, the individual who allegedly wrote a Medal of 
Honor recommendation for CMSgt Etchberger. 

Additionally, [ recommend that, in addition to other sources you deem pertinent, 
the book One Day Too Long, by Timothy N. Castle, which provides a detailed history of 
the covert operation at Site 85 in Laos where CMSgt Etchbergcr perished, be reviewed to 
dctcnnine if there are other individuals who should be contacted regarding this Medal of 
Honor recommendation. This book is available at the Pentagon Library. 

d~CJ.tJ~ · 
David S. C. Chu 

~ ~c • : • 

Attachment: 
CMSgt Etchberger Medal of Honor Recommendation 

.J.:· . 
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Klotz, Frank G Lt Gen AFICVA 

From: 
S.nt 
To: 
.:c: 

Subject: 

Attachments: 

~ 

·,· 
Ocnley, MlchMI Honotab1e SAFJOS 
Tuesday, December 02, 2008 2:22 PM 
Klotz. Fl'llnk G U Gen AFICVA _ 
Schwartz, Norton A Gen AFJCC; Frater, Wi1am M Ill Goa AF/CV; Newion, Richard Y Lt Gen 
AF/A1; Duehring, Craig Honorable SAFINR;~(b)(6) pol USAF SAFJMRBP 
.MoH Nomination 

Comments from OSO reganing MOH for CMSgt Etchberger.pdf 

Cor1lmats from 
JSD reprdlng MO •• 

Frank: Dave Chu advised me he ia withholding action on the Medal of Honor 
nOlllination for CMSqt Etchbe.rger pend.inq_ further clarification ot !acts (a short memo from 
Dr. Chu will follow). Attached is a list of issues raised during the course of P'R' s 
review suggesting conflictiD<} accounts I inconsistencies, such as who called for air 
support, and whether doCUJ~tentation exists to confira that an original nomination for a MoH 
was reportedly downqraded to the AF Cross to protect the sensitivity of the site location. 
(If not, then say ao.) 

In addition, whether the Air E'orce has corl,t&cr~ and gleaned all avai.lable information 
fr0111 all living ~dividuala with tirat-ban4'4diowle~;e of the events at Site 85 is a matter 
of particular concern. PtcR believes we need to dooument contacts with anyone who may have 
clarifying infomation, and suggests three individuals in particular: Ken Wood (pilot who 
rescued the team), L .M. "'Rusty"' Irons (flight engineer for the rescue chopper), and Frank 
Roura (who allegedly wrote a MoR recommendation for CMsqt Etchberger). 

SAF/MR and Al have the expertise and history on this case, but I also believe this 
particular situation calls for a small team lad by a GO/S&S of exceptional integrity to 
conduct appropriate follow up and loclt down this package. Perhaps GC/ JAJ; assistance might 
be helpful. '!his is probably a one-.tiale ~rtunity to add pertinent facta where· 
available; and clarify w~at we do know arid ..mat: we 'don't I cannot know. It' a all about 
thoroughness, documentation, and demons~ratinq the integrity of our process in meeting the 
highest standard appropriate to a MoH nomination. 

Please work with SAF/MR & Al and provide the Chief and me an upcheck on the proposed team, 
plan, and schedule. 

Many thanks, MD J . (; •· 

,.,.,.....J&.\. 

•• • 1 wt· ,; 

1 



lacoDJistacies noted witJl th MOB rwommendatioa 
for 

Then-cMSct EtcJaber:er 

.· . 
o Original AF Closs citatioo, Tab l, states 1blt duriDa the tlreficht CMSgt Etdlberger 

"ccmjnncd ao direct air strikes and call for air racue on his cmci'gency radio. ~by 
eDibJin& the air evacuation farce to locate 1he Slm'CUDded fric:nc1Jy element." 

• Statt:mtnt by Col ~) Genkl H. Claytal, wbo interviewed tbe three lale 
uvivors, does DOC eorrobaate 1hll OdStll Etdlberpr direc:ted air stdkes or 
c:aBed fer air rescue. (Tab 2) 

• Slllcmcnt by John 0 . Daniel. USAF (Rd). s111a, "'' bad the only radio that worbd 
azul WIS ~(sic) to 1be airctaft ("'SANDY" Fligbt A-lE's) if I recall coaect1y." 
(Tab3) 

• StJttmm provided by~ (ht) SliD Sliz1
, does net~ tb.1t CMSgt 

f'lcbberier direded tbe ~or~ for air rescue. As p11t of his s&ltanmt 
be proYided a except from 1Jw SddW'1 Stwy: ~ in TMiT Own Wm-tb, by 
Roo Steim•, that states he, act CMS&tEtc:bbcraer, coaaacred a C-130 fllasbip 
aad directed the A-1 aircraft to drop their arduuce aud make strafins ~· (Tab 
4) '~~ ilit! .:\!~ ,,·: . 

• the book. DIM Day Too .Long, provida wibras IICC(Qrts that air rescue located 
tbe ..-vma, to iDcJude CMS&t Ell:hbapr, via aD emcqeacy belc:co thai wa 
emjnma from & mdio and tblt all ad. radiO o;++MIIIDilcatim WU iDopaltive. 

I • : . . • 

o Ori&DJ Air FCI'Ce Croa c:itatiM. Tab 1. ...._ tblt cJuriDa tbe mlaJatioo 

(b)(S) 

CMS&t Etdlbqcr ~ddibuatel)' expcscd bitmdfto aiCDlY fire ill order to place his 
1br:a surviviDg wouuded ~ ba tile Jei!CIIO atiDgs pamhtiDs them to be lirlU\ed 
tosafdy." . .• . ~ .: 

• SWt ttent by Cal {Ret) Gerald R a.,., wbo interviewed the three 1cmc 
survivta. makes DO meo6cm ofCMS&l FJdlbqa ~ aqnring hjmsdf 
to etJ1:ta1 fire iD cxder to rescue llis11ne IUn'fvias wounded comrades. (Tab 2) 

•,.' ·- r • 

• Stalanent by John 0. Daniel, TSgt {Rd), iMkcs no mention of CMS&l acbbcrger 
dclibenldy exposing hilnsclfto ~~in order to load the three aurviv01s in l(b)(S) j 

' .. H 
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tbe helicopter rescue sling. He only srms that .. .., (.ric) wve lifting off there was a 
shed burst of small anne (sic) fire that hit the bottom oftbc ~·"(Tab 3) 

• Statement provided by Maj (Ret) Stan s~• makes no mention ofCMSgt 
Etchberaer exposirlg himself to eaemy fin in order to rescue the others. The 
excerpt of his stary states that 11tcr 1be A· Js dropped their cluster bombs thinss 
weu quiet. 11u:nt is DO mentioo of CMS&t F.lcbbergcr taking enemy fire while he 
Ic.ded members bJlo the- evacoalioD s1iDp (Tab 4). His cx=pt provides. . 

461 nmember layiq on the fleer, startna It tbe tiDy-particles of metal, as they · 
were getting every«me else up into tbe chopper, when they opened fire at us. I 
saw this little hole in the tle« beside J2D' face md thought, "Hey, that bole 
wasn't there a scccad apand what's that red spot?-My God !-It's blood. 
rvc been bit again!" TheD I Joobd ap at Etdl as be was &Ding out of the 
canvas seat above me." 

o CMSgt EJda~ was formally recommtndcd for award of an "Air Fozte Cross" 
1hrou&b IIJ AF Form 642, bcoltf1M1tdatSoltp lMoratlon, which was approved on 
Da:anbet 13, 1961 (TabS). 

• The Air Fon::e Cross that CMSat Eu:hbaprreceived, eCcmting to theM Fonn 
642 011 me. was NOT a Medal afHcaar recomnaendation which was downpadc:d 
at the .headquarters 1evel for political « securily ·rcucma. 

• CMSJt Etchbcrgerwu never fcxmally rccammended for the Medal ofHoom 
ICCCriiag to the doc>•••ctarion provided. . · 

• "T ... ·· r · . 
• The iunnwoder oftbe covert~ HEAVY GRF.El.f, Gerald ·clayton. Col 

(Rd.).sta=l (Tab 2), "Their testimony Jed~ to !eCODimald to my superior 
officer that $gt Etcbbcqer be coos~~ q ,tbc awmi of the Medal of Honor." 
1bcre k DO reccrd of1bis MOH rectCDmCDdarioo. He aJao stated. "'l wu told by 
tba Air Force Chief ot Staff at the aWird cacmta)' fer the Air Force CroiS 1bar 
due to tbc sensitiw politieal Jittmtioa ia SoudJr 111 Asia the Medal ofHcmor would 
DDt be~- ~.IDd the possibility ofup(lldiq lbc Plll'd after tbe Wll' was ov~ 
was disc:usscd ..... 

l'f<1.1t.ll _. 

• The swement provided by Ruffin ~. Col (Ret.), (Tab 6) includes the followiog 
pasuaes: 

1 lEAVY GIEEH Wll 1M code- b 1M top *Z'ItJII'OI'8 CSblbliiW a!.-.. to allow U.S. Air F~ 
pcnoaael to CIIMdi:Y opa111a &J~ redlr IY*m . .S a laCdcal dr Dl'llpdca sysa.at 6-cna Sill IS. Ska 
a .... .,. r:oda ..... filr 1M Joc:111oa. ianar1beuUm a:.-.,~ • TSQ-11 ..,_s..4ircctlcd l'lldllr bciiDbilll 
~ ._ Jocalld. Ar D dmt.l..loe wa IUPPOMd 10 .. a IIIUiral 001111111 iD tile Vletftlm ConfUcl. 'J"'IerefiiR. 
Opmcioll HEAVY GUiN Wll c1Me£61cl • 

.... t.: . .. ~. t: 1\.)(.: 
•• .·,...,. k •:} 
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• "After revicwina die recnmmmdation [Air Force Cross] and suppcaq 
doc:umeniB, I tDok the tile iato Ga. Rym's [Air Farce VJCC O!ie! of Staff] 
office and told him that I belirmd it met aU c1cmcnts for the award of
Congressional Medal ofHoaor. After QeD. R.yan read all the supportin& 
doewnODts. be &aid tbat be agreed with me... Ocn. Ryan f\u1hcr stated, ''the 
IWird of the ~1 Medal could not be made without natiooal 
publkity ... 

• '1 then sugested that iD faimcss to CMSgt. Etchbcrgcr, his records be flap 
to be reviewed amwally and wheq this information was declasaifted md we 
could acknowledge what bad triDipind tbea 1he award of the Air Fon:e.Qoss 
be revoked and the CcmpssjaW ·Medal of HOD« be awarded. Gen. Ryan 
coocmred with that reconn~CD-""atiOQ. md I assumed it woold be (bad been) 
carried out..-- . 

... . ·:··-.Y· 

I •'I 
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Chairman. Joint ChiefS of Staff (CJCS) J1t1=:= 
Aaiatant Secretary of Defense (LA) 

Under Secretary of Defense (P&R) 

I • 

DAnSlGNED 
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SECAETARY OF THE AIR FOflCE 
WASHINGTON 

MEMOR.A."'DUM FOR UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (PERSONNEL & READ~~} 

SUBJECT: Medal of Honor Ret:Ommendation for CbiefMaster Sergeant Richard I:.. ~a 

( reviewed your concerns sunounding the Medal of Ron9r t:COO.mm~oo fot..CWif 
~aster Sergeant (CMSgt) Richard L..Etchberger. ·per your recomm~datloq,.coqtaGt.,-.Y4tJt1bl 
remai~ng witness~es were made, and additional evidence is Itt~~~ whi.ch;.3lij)ports_t!l:c.Air 
Force's case to upgrade CMSgt Etchberg~'s Air Force Cross to the· Medal of Honor. 

The Air Force renewed its attempt .to contact all iodivld~, wi~ firtt-baud kno~_gf¢ 
CMSgt Etchberger•s actions at Lima Sitt 85 in Laos to COTTObo~te th~ facts Ct>n~~..hrtJ;m:Att 

Force Cross and the original eyewimess Statements provided in the.Medal ofHonor,p~ ~ 
Air Force made repeated anc:mpu via phone, email and registecc:dn;Ujjj to coQ.t:8cttv{r. '~~ 

and ¥r· Loy "Rnsty" lrous, the pilot and flight eo~ of the hciieopter that:CC.,cuccf~g£. ~ 
Etcbbergcr, and the three other smvi vors that morning from Site 85 in L.aos, ·as well~~ 
·Francis ''FTaJlk» Roura, the Fir!t Sergeant and likely Medal of HQ1;1or reco~endation:auillot. ·Mr. 
Wood gave a telephone interview as well as s~ ~. qna~1 concerning the events ~t ~, wh~ 
Mr. hons gave a telephone interview of his recollections. After UJl.SUCCessfuqytrying ro;1~v~-~ 

phone message for CMSgt Roura, we were able to confirm that be re<;eived=bis registered. ritter-in; 
January 2009 but, to date, bas not responded to our request fur information. 

Additionally, the Air Force reviewed the boolc One Day Too Long b.y Dr. Timo1hy...f'.;astle.-as 
well as a North Vietnamese A..rmy report titlecl"Raid 011 the ''TACAN" Site J4fop Pha-'Fiit·M~ 

by a Military Region S4pper Team: and fotmd additional corroborating statements from both 
friendly C.S. forces, as well as North Vietnamese Axmy accounts of the battle. These statem@ts· 
show CMSgt Etchberger and survivors were under attack all uight through the he~coptcrJ~~~lh~ 
following morning. Furthennore, only CMSgt Etch berger was able to returo fire, even wbltc::hls 
wounded cornrad~ were ·loaded on the rescue helicopter first, lcilling one en~y sapper: b~tQre:b:.e, 
was fatally wounded upon his entry onto tbe helicopter. 

Based on Ibis information, l strongly recommend you review the evidence provided and 
foJWard the package to tbe S~tary of Defense and the President of the United States fbr crt"~ of 
the McdaJ ofHonor to CMSgt Etchberger's family. 

~nro 
Michael B. Donley I 

Attachments: 
1. Discrepancies Response 
2. Subst!ntiating Infonnation 

• ·.! ••• 
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TALKL'lG PAPER 

ON 

RESPONSE. T9 DOD CONCERNS 

REGARDI~G C'J'r1SGT ETCHBERGER'S 

MEDAL OF HONOR NOi\flNATION 

To address USD (P&R)'s concerns with subject Medal of Honor (MoH) c.omination 

BACKGROUND 

ln 2006, a package was submitted to upgrade (to the MoH) CMSgt Etchberger's 1969 
posthumous Air Force Cross (AFC) awarded for his action at Site 85 in Laos on March 11 , 1968. 
The primary basis for the upgrade request was that the AFC was chosen rather than consideration 
for the MoH due to the classified and politically sensitive nature of Site 85 operations. 

l . 

Despite strong support fro.m AF COS, SECAF, CJCS and an approved congressional waiver of 
time standards, by memorandum dated 2 Dec 08, USD {P&R) retUrned subject nomination with 
directions to attempt to contact specific potential witnesses to determine whether ~ey could 
provide "clarifying"infonnation regarding CMSgt Etchberger's actions." These witnesses 
included the rescue helicopter pilot (Mr. Ken Wood) and flight engineer ("Rusty" Irons) and the 
individual who reportedly wrote the Medal of Honor nomination (Mr. Roura). That memo also 
recommended reviewing a recent publication (One Day Too Long) to determine if there were 
other individuals who should be contacted regarding thls MoH nomination. Lastly, the memo 
had an attachment with a list of'~discrepancies'! identified by the action officers at OSO, which is 
the basis for the clarification efforts directed by USD (P&R). 

DISCREPANCIES, RESPONSE Al'ID ADDmONAL DfFORl\1AT10N 

Air Rescue Communication Issue 
This discrepancy is between the AFC citation thin credits CMSgt Etchberger with directing air 
strikes and calling for air rescue on his emergency radio which allowed the rescue force to locate 
the surrounded friendly element and certain wi~ss statements. Specifically, witness Daniel 
stated he bad the only operating radio nnd .was. working the rescue forces (SANDY flight) while 
the highly suspect witness Sliz (see attachment, Credibility of Sliz) has told varying accounts, 
but eventually took credit for working with the S . .I\NDY forces. 

Response 
·When contacted as suggested, the helicopter pilot (Wood) indicates that he used smoke from a 
flare to gain a visual on the surv-ivors' position on his initial approach to the rescue site. This 
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statement does clarify bow the rescue pilot' sighted the survivors, but a complete review of the 
credible witnesses' statements (See attachment, Direction of Aitpower) establishes that the 
citation is still essentjally correct in crediting CMSgt Etchberger with making the difficult and 
dangerous decision to have Daniel use the survival radio t6 call suppressive airpower right in ·on 
the site. Without effective Suppressive fire:· the rescue helicopter might not have been in a 
position to locate the survivors, or even attempt the rescue. The citation correctly describes 
CMSgt Etchberger's actions. The fact that the citation shouJd have said '1a" survivaJ radio and 
not "his" survival radio is not a signifi~t inconsistency. 

Exposure to Fire Issue 
This disc-repancy notes that the citation credits CMSgt Etchberger with deliberately exposing 
bin:lself to enemy fire, whereas the statements of Col (Ret) ClaytOn, Daniel and Sliz malu no 
mmtion (emphasis added) of such exposure. 

Response 
While first noting that a failure to mention something is not itself an inconsistency, it is beyond 
re;asonable dispute that the tactical situation. and the statements included in the MoH package 
and related in One Day Too Long, as well as in enemy after-ac.non reports, establish that CMSgt 
Etchberger exposed himself to enemy fire, and in fact, could not have placed his men on the 
helicopter rescue hoist without doing so. 

The tactical situation bad very little, or no, cb~ce of surprise, evasion or misdirection. Enemy 
forces, site members and the crew knew what was going to happen. an attempted helicopter 
rescue. They also !mew the friendly forces would be most vulnerable when rbe helicopter was 
slowed, or hovering. with the crew m~~ an4 ~hberger literally having their hands full 
loading the wounded on the helicopter's hoist. 

The attachment has a significant number of statements and quotations from One Day Too Long 
(some reiterated when recently contacted by phone consistent with USD (P&R)'s direction) that 
document that CMSgt Etch berger took fi re through the night, fe.nded off the enemy with his 
weapon to try and protect comrades and the chopper and was fataUy shot as tl1e enemy 
predictably closed in for their last best chance to prevent the rescue. 

Medal of Bonor versus AFC Cross Issue .•·. , 
Another purported discrepancy is that the member was nominated for the Air Force Cross and 
did not experience a Headquarters directed MoH downgrade for security or political reasons. 

Response 
This issue can be conclusively addJessed and resolved. The upgrade package never pu~rted 
that this was a formal, downgraded ~oH nonii.nation. As the statements in the attachment 
establish, there was some preliminary gathering of information and statements and discussion of 
a MoH nomination, but the evidence is clear this was a nomination for the AFC. At me time of 
award, there was opinion expressed at AF·senior leadership level that a MoH nomination would 
not be appropriate or feasible, but Lhat someday a MoH should be considered. This package is 
that consideration. 

2 
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SUMMARY 

USD (P&R) concerns have been addressed and all reasonable efforts to contact the former 
members identified in its 2 Dec 08 memorandum have been expended. Further efforts to 
reconstruct this incident through more ey~tness stattments will not shed ftutber light on the 
discrepancies identified. As in almost all such incidents, the historical record will always have 
some contradictions and information gaps_. 

CONCLUSION 

The record documents thal Cl\tlSgt Etchberger gallantly fought off a nwnerically superior enemy 
force over several hours, made decisions in directing airstrikes on LS 85, then without regards to 
his own life, loaded his two wounded teammates and one additional unwoWlded survivor, one by 
one, onto an Air America helicopter rescue hoist while exposed to enemy fire, giving his life as 
he entered the helicopter. Thus, the available record supports the upgrade to the MoH. 

RECO.MJ\IIENDA TION 

SECAF forward attached package to the Secretary of Defense with a recommendation that 
CMSgt Etchberger•s Air Force Cross be upgraded to the Medal of Honor. 

I 'I I. 
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Attachment- SubstaRtiating Information 

Credibility and Bias of Sliz 
There is considerable doubt cast upon the testimony given by Maj (ret) Stan Sliz account in the 
article The Soldier's Story: Vietnam in Tht:fr .Q.wn .Words, by Ron Steilman (attacbment 3 -Tab 
l, 3 of original MOH pkg), based on information given in the book One Day Too Long, by Dr: 
Castle. 

• Dr. Castle, states "Over the ye.ars, Sliz has recounted somewhat different 
versions of the events that terrifying morning. I have, therefore, relied mostly 
on testimony he provided just two years after the fact and the recollections of 
the other survivors ... Oddly, in recent interviews, Sliz has said little about Dick. 
Etchberger's actions (p. 294, note 67)." 

• Castle's book also states, SHz has also displayed som~ bitterness about the 
level of post-attack recognition, telling an NBC News interviewer "And all I 
got out of it was a PUiple Heart [medal] and a pat on the back (p. 295, note 
67)." 

• Indications are that "Sliz passed out soon after the battle raged due to his 
wounds (One Day Too Long, p.123)." 

• .Sliz says he was talking to flare ship crew on his stirvival radio (attachment 3-
Tab I, 3 of original MOH pkg) but John Daniel said he had only working radio 
(attachment 2) .. 

Direction of Airpower 
Even though John Daniel's statement (attachment 2- Tab I, 4; dated April 12, 2005 of original 
MOH pk.g) states "I had the only radio that worked and I was talking (sic) to the aircraft 
("SANDY" Flight A-lE's) if 1 recall correctly." 

.. •. : . 
• In the sentence prior, he does state .. Dick. [Etcbberger] never got hit during 

this time and was directing me (emphasis added) on what was taking place 
and what to do." .. , ·: ·' 

• In the sentence after, he says, ''Dick [Etchberger] and I decided that we 
~eeded them to drop their ordinance (sic} on top of the hill (LS-85} as there 
was no evidence of life there, except of (sic) the ones shooting at us." 

• These statements show CMSgt Etch berger was in fact, making decisions with 
John Daniels regt1rding where the aircraft should place their ordnance which 
constitutes the act of directing, then letting John Daniels talk to the aircraft on 
the radio while he (Etchberger) continued to fight off the enemy. 

• Mr. Ken Wood, Air America helicopter pilot for the initial rescue (Telecon 
interview 18 December 2008) confinned the account of the rescue in the book 
One Day Too·Long. He noted that the smoke from the flare had already been 
... popped" giving him a visual. on the survivor's position on the side of the cliff 
as he was making his initial approach to the rescue sit~ . 

. . ' . 
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Corroboration of Exposure to Fire 
The following eyewitness statements and excerpts from a North Vietnamese after action report 
and the book One Day Too Long corroborate the original AFC citation statement. 

• John Daniel states (attachmc:nt 2- Tab I, 4 of original MOH pkg) that "We 
were under ftre all night and still under fire when the chopper arrived. The 
Cbief and myself (sic) were the only ones to mount any kind of defense. I was 
unable to do much as I had ~~ legs with gunshot wounds and was unable to 
move about. The Chief was laying down a pretty good field of fire and keeping 
them off of us. Here comes the chopper and be gets us all loaded and then 
himself'' 

• ''Based on the recoUections of Stan Sliz and John Diniel, who said they 
witnessed their colleague fight off the North Vietnamese forces and repeatedly 
risk personal exposure to enemy fire as he placed each of the wounded men on 
the rescue hoist, Roura wrote a recommendation that Etchberger receive the 
Medal of Honor (One Day Too Long p. 1 S 1 ). " 

• "Hours after their rescue and the death of Etchberger, Sliz and Daniel described 
the sergeant's heroic efforts to save his comrades (p. 294, note 67)." 

• According to Mr. Ken Wood, Air America helicopter pilot in the rescue 
chopper (via Telecon interview 18 December 2008) added to/confirmed the 
account in the book One Day Too Long: 

o " We had hoisted two survivors into the helicopter and it 
was during the last hoist that we began bking enemy 
ground fire. We were 'sitting ducks' at that point so I 
decided, for safety of the crew and passengers, to "bug 
out, but Rusty [Irons] (his Flight Engineer working the 
hoist) told him there were still survivors being hoisted up. 
We then took additional ground fire as the last survivors 
were entering the helicopter and surmised that's when 
CMSgt Etchberger was hit." . 

• According to Mr. Loy "Rusty" Irons, Air America helicopter flight engineer in 
the rescue cbopper (Telecon interview 29 January 2009) added to/confioned 
accounts in tbe book ~ Day Too Long: 

o "I was focused on the hoist and didn't see any enemy or 
· hear any shooting that J can recall. Again, l was focused on 

the hoist operation, and only saw the guys coming up the 
hoist onto the helicopter and out of there safely. I did see 
the last guy, who wasn't wounded (presumably CMSgt 
Etcliberger), destroy his. weapon on the ground before 
coming up the hoisttWhieh was a heads up move to keep it 
from .the enemy. Then, shortly after we began hoisting him 
up we began to take enemy ground fire. I dldn't see where 

I • 
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it came from but L heard the gunfire and saw several holes 
in the floor (of the helicopter) and blood. Apparently, one 
of the rounds came up through the floor, through my 
weapon and hit the last guy we brought up. I found out later 
that he died." 

·• There were two North Vietnamese accounts of the battle that addressed the 
fight for LS 85 and the helicopter resGue; One from. the book One Day Too 
Long, the ocher from Raid on the "TACAN" Sile Atop Pha-Thi Mountain by a 
Military Region Sapper Team on II March 1968. 

• These documents show, from the enemy viewpoint, that CMSgt Etchberger was 
exposed to a withering enemy fire during the fight for the LS 85 and that they 
(Truong Muc's enemy sapper cell) fired upon the rescue helicopter as he loaded 
the wounded on d:ie rescue line and even grabbing another survivor that came 
out of nowhere (William Husb~). 

• In One Day Too Long, the North Vietnamese Sapper team Cell 1 commander, 
l Lt Truong Muc, said: 

o "At about 9:00 AM.,.the bombing ended and a 
helicopter arrived to rescue one American from a ledge 
on the cliff below the TACAN!fSQ site. Muc says that 
one of his men attempted to prevent the rescue. and 
was shot and lciUed by either the American on the 
ground or the rescue force. The rest of the Vietnamese 
team then fired upon the helicopter but failed to 
prevent the recovery·(p: 125)." 

• Mr. "Rusty" Irons said, during a telephone interview 29 January 2009, that, ''I 
bad a weapon with me but l didn't use it because I was too busy hoisting the 
survivors into the helicopter." 

• Raid on the "TACAN" Site Atop Pha-Thi Mountain by a Military Region 
Sapper Team on 1 I March 1968 reports: 

o "At 0415 hours, after losing the TACAN, the enemy 
ran out and hid in the rock crevic.es .. . they used their 
rapid fire assault ri~ and hand grenades and 
organized a counterattack to try to retake the 
TACAN ... the fighting continued fairly violently 
(p.l6)." 

... , ... 
o "At 0900 hours, one helicopter dropped a line down 

near the TACAN site and rescued three wounded 
enemy. We w:~ ~gled up in the mountain, so we 
fired on it without hitting it (p. 16)." 

:!,,· ,. '• . 

6 



.: - :-'~ 

• CMSgt E:chberger was the only survivor, in that irrunediate area, that had a 
weapon and both Sliz and Daniel credit him with holding off the enemy. 

o SSgt Dan~els' written statement that ~y were under fire all night and 
when the helicopter arrived, Mr. Irons' assertion that he didn't fire his 
weapon or even see any enemy soldiers {from the helicopter) coupled 
with Lt Muc's (NV A) statement that, "One ofrus men was killed by 
either the American on the ground of the rescue force," shows that it 
was the ·American on the ground that most likely kHled his man during 
the rescue. The only American in the area that had and was able to use a 
weapon during the rescue was CMSgt Etchberger, thus supporting the 
AFC accotUlt that he was under fire during the rescue attempt. 

Background on Air Force Cross Submission 
All documentation shows that the recommendation that reached the VCSAF's office nominated 
CMSgt Etchberger for the AFC not the MoH (attachment 4 -Tab I. 1 of original MOH pkg). 

• SSgt Daniels' written statement Per Col (Ret) Gray's statement (attachment 4-
Tab I, l of original MOH pkg), he :verbally recommended an upgrade of the AF 
Cross package he reviewed for the VCSAF to the MoH but it was not formally 
upgraded due to the sensitive nature of the operation and politics at the time. 

• CMSgt (Ret) Roura and Lt Col (Ret) Clayton claim to have submitted MoH 
recommendati9ns (One Day Too Long, p. !51/ attachment 4 -Tab I, I of 
original MOH plcg). There is. no record of who changed the MoH 
recommendation to an AFC. , , 

• Col Clayton called Col Armstrong 29 Jan 09 with the following information via 
telephone interview: 

.... •t\. 

o "I [Col ClaytonJverbally interviewed the survivors upon their return. 
There was nothing written down and no paperv,:ork kept due to the 
secrecy of the operation. l verbally passed my recommendation for the 
MoH to the Office of Special Plans, Col John Moore (ret). This office 
was closed during the (President) Carter administration and all 
paperwork was destroyed. CMSgt Roura also interviewed the 
witnesses, wrote the MoHand probably hand-carried this through the 
Office of Special plans, but you • d have Co talk to him about that" 

• • ~ • I ) I f { ,, 

• All attempts to contact CMSgt Roura and Col (Ret. Grey) through telephone 
and registered mail have been unsuccessfltl. · 

: . ' '1; tl' •, ' 7 



.PlJ~OS:E 

[ 
BULLET BACK~OUND PAPER 

ON 

.DOD ADD~lONALCONCERN 

CMSGf E1'CHBERGER,.S 

)fEOAL OF HONOR (MOH) NOMINA TWN 

io ~a;s an additional ~SD <P&R)'s-con~ with subjeet MOH riomination 

SACK GROUND 

~1.¥ a package to upgraGI:e (to NMo.m·cM.Sgt Btchborgcfal96.9.~J;Is Ai' Fo.r:ce 
Cross (Al!C) aw~c:d fQr ·his: ~tion lit Site.85ln, LaOs Qn ~li 1 1',1"9,4.8 jS peflding,: ·ne .. 
primat)r'b~ii fur t1te upgrade rc=qilest was ·that -rh~ AFC was dlosen r~tber than conSideii:tioa for 
~ MOH'due to the cia§~~~ ~.polifi~ltY. s~rcsit!v~ natwe ofSiJ~ ~ .~r,afions. . . . 

~~¢ron~ support nom AF COS, ~ .. CJ~-~ an~ved congtes&onal waiW: Of 
ti.me standardS,&,. m.annrandt.~m,-dated.2.Pee.O~ .. qso(f&R), ·,~ s~ject no~atiott with 
~~~lion., to Qtte:mpt to contflct :;pedific poleotaal witnesses to determine whether they co:Ufd 
p"'Yide ''clruifyjng iafQttnlif:i:on r~ardin~ CMSgt Etchbecget's ·actioos ... That memo .alsa 
recomm~~ ~ev~ing a recent publicotion ~-Day roo.uztg} 10 determine ~f.there-w~ 
other individuals who should be oolltadcQ re~ this MOij [IOillination,. Lastly~ 11t~memG 
~,an sttaclunenl with.a.list of<idisaepancies" itlentified by~-action officecs 4l OSD, which. 
are the bui1s-for ilw ~ariiication efforts dirccim by OSD (P &R) 

By ietter dated Mn.r~h 24. ~o~. S!:a:ecary Ponleycddressed the cancer~ at\d disetepa~es 
im;niHied in ll~e Dr Chu mem9. qSD (P'.& ~·~a.:ve .n9'W ~ $AF/MRB tQ 1\Qd.tes_s_a ~C'etn 
ideritf.fied in· an earlier iegaJ 1-eview that wms no( included in :t,bc·prior memo. 1'ilat oot1eem is 
w:hc.tfler·CMSgt Etcbb.a-ger was. a member Qfthe Air Force within lhe me$1ling of the statute 
autJmrjzing tbc Medal ofHooor. · 

- .. 

TheA }s con-Vineing evidence tha~ Qv.ISgt ~gc.r was a ~be:r of~e Air Force .a~· the 
o.oJy evi~eru;e lhat eontradic:ts this conclusion are -cever docnmCJlts .and s -cOmplex ammgemcaf 
1o pmvide a~tilicallynecessary ll.lbterfugeto~llo~ plausi&le.deniabilii:y · 

Do~eota ap~ Indicia of Status a~ an AJt ~or~ M~e~: 

SA.FIMR.B/&57 -3137/2 Apr 09 



'· 

Amtt:d and expected -to ertgage in af IeiSt defensiye oom'bat operatidas (viotation· OfGeileva 
Con'Velltion for CivHims~ 

Casualty report lis~· ~-nn as actfv.e duty. preseil~ for duty and assi:gaeQ to· a mifi:ta~y or:.gtrnizatfon 

His ~nk and aQthority was recogllized 4nd ex~ mil~y control over -ether $ite members 
not jost supervision · · 

Top Seer« ~m1dum of agreements were ~gned with all members 1h•t governed the ter.ms. 
and--conditions oftbeir service · · 

Oes.cnoed ~Y lhe president of'Lockbeed Airline ServiceS (LAS) 118 empla.yJl'tent arrangement 
n~ to -give "civilian"~ to· mJll~ry pei'SOIU\el necessary ~ underta~ the mission. 
Ne>Ul :He pat the worn Civiti1m in quotation ~4 (pag~ 39, One Do:y Too Long) 

. . 
. . , • ' , i .. • . - .. . 

¥emoran4Uf!l of ~erit { pagea 43-45, OM DAy Too. Lolf8,U.refets tt> members serving 
under "'th~dOCUYn~.nta~on of being ari LAS. employ~· .ltprovi(!ed ih.~t if !J r(a!mb~~eted 
Jhe assigomenip afl military recocds· would be. oo!l"'C<ted tQ- show continuC'>tiS milit11ry siw.ice 
(incbtding·:apjnnpnate·pro1tJ9tip~ .and ~t if\ii~ ·at ~11.e sit~ the p.aperwork WQ~~4,1nd'ieate Air 
force statUs. -~ tJte cita~ally rc:p<>Lt·forCMSgt ¥tchbcr~~ in·f®t <lid) 

ln I 967 SAFLMR, Mr- William !lo'Q{ittl~ cbaoged the~ Qflhc ~ el~ · 
retroactively m ~ow a~ntimioui t!rilitary service (One~ To~~. p 16-lj 

O{her V.~~~9:r 
. . 

In Seclion 523 Q'(l?ut)l~ Law L-64-l 06 Con~· issUed & 'time titn:it waiver forsubmittin_g awards 
for act'!ieveroen.t. or SCJVJee pedormed in-can-yiag oul miJjtaiy intelligeACe dufies·cfuring the 
period beginning on lanll8I'y l • .1949. and-ending ~n ~ber 3l , 199&-to alfow ~ spec~l 
review.. '£his f~ rec,ogn~ed the secrecy involved in sOcb activmes-led to many in~e or 
incomplete llU~ilary tccotds 1bat preve~ tm;ie!y ~~s;i'b.n ot ®nside~!l· · By li.IJ'~fQ8Y,. this is 
a oase of a sei:ret 8greenl£n1 about c.ceatism ior~n~io.n~ll:y ~l$fea<Jin_g t.eeo'tds as ro statu&;. 

J:..oc:khecd issued coa~ts. Ulli{oons and badges but assc;rted no eonlrDI ov~ their ~ctlvities. 
This Wa& piut of an eahaqced cover plan to argue they WeJ'a conlract empk>yees entirted to 
GeJieva Conveittion sJaf.U's if?Jpiured, since ncl.iYi. dury meml>Crs p·erformii:tg military Qp.erations.· 
in i.ao5 would vlola~·Oeneva A~eords ~lld mllibu:y members Jus! \vearing.contrac~or ~niforms 
and carT}'ing identifieiition car-<b .(80 ca.fled sbali'ow COYeQ coutd be .ex.eeuted (page.l1 One Day 
TooLong) · · · · .. · 

SU~ARY 

Facts and condu~t should 9·eteanr~ -the ~nclutian oot a faJ&e papu traiL CMSgt Et~betger 
died as a ou1i1ury member fighting a,nQ. was an.l.AS empio~ on pap~ orily. H~ h~ been 
recognized ~~ an. Air force, a.qt .LAS, hero !o.r it .generation. The Medal ofHoaor is $act~ but 
SA~851-? ~ ~7fl. Apr 09 
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no .reasonable persan weuld objecl to awerdit\g i& io him because of a flimsy oover S10ry that he 
was an LAS empJoY~. 

RECOMMENDATJON ' . . 

That USD {P and R) aeceptlbis ah$Jysis ~ adequafely dressiqg the status ooncem, 

0 •• • 

. SAFIMRR/8S1-3U7/2 Apr 09 
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BACKGROUND 

In 1969, Chief Master Sergeunt (CMSgt) 
ms~6t~re8Sm£~on~n»IL1~.- ~----------------------------------~ 

In 2006, a paaage was submitted to upgrade this award to the MoH (Medal of Honor) based upon 
indications that it wa~ classified and politically sensitiVe due to the nature of Site 85 operations that 
prevented a submi.sslon for the MOH In the 1%8 time frame. 

I 
o All of the original information used In the Air Force Cross package in 1969 was not available, 

most likely due to the classified na.ture of the ope.ratlon 

o Per nota.Ued letter from Col (Retired) Ruffin Gray, VCSAF (Vtee Chief of Staff Air Force) 
Executive Officer at the time, Gen John D. Ryan believed the nomination warranted upgrade 
to the MoH, but could not be submitted as such due to classification. Presumably the leaders 
at the time decided on the AF Cross as the appropriate award until such time that it could be 
upgraded after the operational ~ifqtfoo. 

- ·~ 4 - • • • ' t\ f ~ 

The package to upgrade used the alatfon from the anginal submission of the Air Force Cross. 

- By memorandum, dated 2 Dec 08, USD (P&R) (Under Secretary of Defense (Personne.l and 
Readiness)], returned subject nomination with directions to attempt to contact specific potential 
witnesses and-consider a recent publication (One Day Too Land) to better substantiate statements In 
the proposed award dtatlon. 

- On 2 Dec 08 SECAF (Secretary of the Air Force) tasked AF/OIA (Assistant to the VIce Ollef of staff of 
the Alr Force) to put together a small team 1e<t by a GO/Sf5 (General Officer/Senior Executive 
SeMce) to conduct an appropriate foltow-up''and'' IOdc down the package. After conversations with 
SAF/MR (Seaetary of the PJr Force/Manpower and Readiness), SECAF has transferred that tasking 
back to SAF/MR and SAF/MRB (SAF Personnel Coundl). 

PROCESSING HISTORY 

1. 10 Aug 2006: the AF Decorations Board (AFDB - SAF/MRBP) considered CMSgt Etchberger's MoH 
nomination 

2. 18 Oct 2006: SSS and MoH package was forward~ through SAF/MR to SECAF 

3. May 2007: SECAF signed SSS for the MoH package 

4. 23 Aug 2007: VOCS signed SSS for the MoH package 

5. Oct 2007: OSD P&R Action Offteer provided draft 2 Oct 07 DUSD(,.1PP) Info Memo to the SAF 
Personnel Council (SAF/MRBP) for additiOnal Information, darification of lnconslstendes, Inclusion of 
time waiver requirement lAW lltle 10, Sec 1130, and signature of OCS (Chalnnan, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff) versus VOCS (VIce Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff). 

6. Oct 2007: SAF/MRBP rontacted Af Hlstorlcal '~arch ~ {AFHRA) for additionaf Information, 
but they did not have any additional Information specific to CMSgt Etchberger. AFHRA provided a 
ropy of Project a;eco report, which Included Information on the actual attack on Uma Site 85, but 
nothing that would strengthen the MoH package. 

7, Oct 2007: OSD (P&R} AO (through DoD Office of General Counsel (OGC) Offfce) notified SAF/MRBP 
to wortt through SAF/Ll (Secretary of the Air Force Legislative Liaison} to get a time waiver request. 
Trne waiver was lnduded In FY09 NOAA (National Defense Authorization Act). 
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Chief Etch berger Med. 

8. Oct 2007: SAF/MRBP received an addendbit) w-' sgc DdilJeJ s Wtmess Statemem cJeany-srcfOTlg""rmT.--_.: 

"we were under fire all night and still under fire when the chopper arriVed ... The Chief was laying 
down a pretty good field of fire and keeping them off of us. Here comes the chopper and he gets us 
all loaded and then himself .. .'' This Information was forwarded to OSD (P&.R) Action Offtcer (AO). 

9. 12 Oct 2007: SAF/ MRBP determined AF would ask OSD to continue to review award nomination 
with the additional information: TSgt Daniel's witness statement, ocs signature on the pac~, and 
time waiver. This was seen as a reasonable effort and adequate to address concerns in draft memo. 

10. 28 Jul 2008: In accordance. with OSD req~t, OCS signed the MoH nomination pa<kage (VOCS 
had previously signed 23 Aug 07) 

11. Jul 2008: after CJCS signed MoH package,. it required SECAF to re-sign the MoH package so that his 
signature was after OCS signature 

12. 2 Dec 2008: received OSD request for additional darlfylng Information .... , 
' ' 

13. 5 Dec 2008: SAF/MRB to review and respond to OSD Inconsistency requests 

14. 19 Dec 2008: SAF/ MRB re5P!>nded to OSD IF)cqi\SiStency requests via BBP to SAF/MR 

15. 9 Jan 2009: SAF/MR requested ad9ioonal info~tion, SAF/MRB provided infonnation as requested . ' . 

16. 30 Jan 2009: SAF/MRB prepared updated BBP addressing OSD inconsistency requests 

17. 11 Mar 2009: SECAF Memorandum to USO(P&.R) addressed concerns in USD(P&R) 2 Dec 08 Memo 

18. 19 Mar 09: Mr. (b)(S) (GS.15, OSD P&R o&I:P) sent eman stating "he had many questions for the~ 
Air Force" and wanted a meeting scheduled LJ 

J'(b)(6}l (b)(S) · 
19. March 2009: MRB personnel had teleconference with Mr. L__;and from OSD P&R 

ICb)(6) ! 
20. 10 Apr 2009: Mr. r emailed r - I 
L 

(b)(S) 

.._____-----.,---__ ___j 

21. 30 Apr 2009: the MoH nomlnatfon package was forwarded to OCS for re-coordination 

22. 7 May 2009: The pad(age was in coordination at OSD and OCS. A letter signed by Mr. Donley to 
be attached to the package was sent to MRB. 

23. September 2009: The package was awaiting USD (P&R) signature prior to moving to the Office of 
the SecDef. 

24. 7 December 2009: The award package recommendation is at USD (P&R) front offiCe. 'A spedfic 
course ot actiOn to free up package for further movement up the chain of command Js not certain. . (.: 

25. 10 December 2009: The MOH recommendation was endorsed by Ms. McGuinn in her capacity as 
· USD (P&.R) ... next stop is the Office of the SecDef. 

:. 

26. 17 December 2009: The package officially left the confines of the Pentagon. 

27. 15 Jan 2010: SAFPC learns that package has reached the White House Military Office 
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