Congress of the Enited States
Tashington, BDE 20515

February 20, 2001

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Seorctary,

In a defense policy speech made on September 23, 1999, while a candidate, President
Bush pledged that he would “begin an immediute, comprehensive review of our military,
comdbucted by o leadership feam under the Secretary of Defense”. The gosl, as he
expressed it, "is t0 move beyvond marginal improvements — 1o replace existing programs
with new technologies ond strategies. To use this window of opportunity fo skip a
generation of technology”.

We encourage you and your leadership team to consider high-energy laser weapons to
help fulfill the President's vision. Toward realization of this vision, the Advanced
Tactical Laser (ATL) has just been approved as an Advanced Concept Technology
Demenstration (ACTD), The ATL-ACTD will demonstrate a modular, highly-mobile
laser with the ability to conduct ultra-precision strikes from a standoff distance of up to
20 kilometers, The ultra precise laser will give U.S. forces the capability 1o engage
ground targets in urban environments and/or mixed enemy and noncombatant situations
with varving degrees of lethality without collatera]l damage. Follow-on enhancements
promise speed-of-light capability for applications in many other mission areas.

We, the undersigned, believe that laser weapons represent technologies with
revolutionary capabilities; those capabilities that the President is asking your team to
find. Your support of the ATL-ACTD's system-level demonstration is needed to help
prove the mifitory ufility of this emerging new capability. Standing in support, we
recomnegnd a robust program, and upon successful completion of the ACTD, the rapid
incorporation of mobije tactical laser weapon capabilities into our military forces. We
would appreciate learning more alput your review and support of the ATL-ACTD.

Sincerely,
B‘AD CRAM ER M
Bud Cramer _ Terry Everett

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Robert Aderholt
Member of Congress

NMigmber of Congress
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Tom Udall
- Member of Congress
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Spdhicer Bachus
Member of Congress
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Member of Congre
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}-}eaiwr Wilson
Member of Congress




Congress of the Wnited States
Bouse of Repregentatives N ICR R R
Washington, ML 20515

November 14, 2001

Secretary of Defense

pemreomasonsas——([[MHERMIE

i
Secretary of Defense SA0000917 !
Department of Defense e e e T
The Pentagon Room 3e880
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

The Border Region 1s facing a boom 1n power plant construction in both the United States
and Mexico that could result 1n far more environmental degradation and resource
depletion than necessary. Urbanized areas on the border generally suffer from unhealthy
levels of air pollution and overexploitation and/or contamination of aquifers and surface
waters Readily available and cost-effective emassion control and water saving process
technologics are often not used in many plants To underscore the urgency of the border
power plant issue, the Working Group on Environment and Natural Resources at the
XVII U.S. - Mexico Bmational Commission summut on September 4, 2001 1n
Washington, DC determined that “the existing U S -Mexico Binational Arr. Workgroup
will meet as soon as practicable to exanune ways of assuring that new energy projects in
the border do not cause unacceptable impacts to border coonmumnes *

We strongly support esiabhshmg an environmentally-sustainable energy policy as soon as
reasonably possible that would adequately protect the air and water of border states in
both countnes Some power projects have already begun construction, while many others
are 1n the permitting phase. These projects will be operational for 40-50 years,
underscoring the importance of taking steps now to build these plants to the highest level
of environmental sustainabiiity using proven and cost-effective technologies.

Based on the common usc of these environmentally-sustainable power plant technologies

1n both countries, we would like to encourage your consideration of the following power

plant technologies 1n efforts des1gned to protect our border populations.

.. Where non- renewable energy productlon Tneeds to be used the use of
natural gas as fuel whenever possible ; . ..

: S up0sol1 /02



*The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
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» State-of-the-art catalytic air emission control systems which have been
proven to minimmze air emissions,

e The use of Dry cooling technology which can eliminate the tremendous
water loss associated with wet cooling systems,

e “Zero liquid discharge” technology which eliminates wastewater
discharges.

We appreciate your consideration of these technologies, and sugpgest that many or all of
these efforts be considered 1n the future as vital ingredients 1n our future National Energy

Plans.
Sincerely,
Bot Filoe
7 ___
BOB FILNER SILVESTRE REYE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
%KEEN gBALL
Member of Congress Member of Congress
RUBEN HINOSOJA S SAN A DAVIS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Congress of the TUnited States

1bouse of Representatives
Washington, VE 205153103

January 17, 2002

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary

Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington,

DC 20301

Dear Mr Secretary.

COMMITTEES
SMALL BUSINESS

Makxmo Memszn
SUBCOMMITTEE ON HuRsL ENTERPRISES
AGRKWULTURE, AND TECHNCLOGY

VETERANS' AFFAIRS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
O ERSIGHT AMD INVESTIGATIONS

RESOURCES
SUBCOMMITTFE ON
FomesTs awn FOREST HEALTH
SUBCOMMBITTEE OM

MATIONAL PARKS, RECREATION AND
AuBLIC LaNDs

Thank you for your service to our country during this challenging time. I share the
appreciation of all Americans for the manner and effectiveness with which you have conducted

the war on te

rrorism overseas.

It has come to my attention that the Department of Defense is preparing a classified
version of the Nuclear Posture Review (NPR). [ respectfully request that you release a
declassified version of the NPR as expeditiously as possible provided that doing so does not
compromise the national secunty of the United States 1n any way It 1s my understanding that a
declassified version of the 1994 NPR was released almost simultaneously with the classified
report. I am not advocating for a near-simultaneous release of both the classified and declassified
versions, but | do believe that en expeditious release of a declassified version 1s in the public's

best interest

Not only does the NPR essentially set the force levels of the U.S. strategic nuclear
arsenal, but it also mandates the needed capabilities of the DOE nuclear weapons complex and is
therefore of particular interest to me and my constituents, considering the Los Alamos National
Laboratories reside 1n the Congressional district that [ represent. In addition to this information,
various parties view the upcoming NPR as the first tangible sign of a concrete commitment to
reducing the strategic nuclear arsenals of the United States and Russia, as President Bush and

President Putin recently announced their intentions to do  For these and other reasons, I believe it
umportant that a declassified version of the NPR be released as soon as practiceble.

Thank you for your consideration of my request, I would appreciate a reply as soon as
possible. I look forward to working with you on this and other issues in the future.

of Defense
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Tom Udall
Member of Congress
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Congregs of the TUnited States

{Hlastingion, D 20313

July 30, 2003

The Honorable Donald H, Rumsizid

Secretary of Defense Secretary of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon ”I i |! ” il
EEEre TN

Dear Scerctary Rumsteld: 3&?0?&4?{}

We respectiully ask that Admural John Poindexter be removed fronn his position as Direcior of the
Information Awareness Office.

Admural Poindexter’s plan te create what is called the Policy Analysis Market 13 both fudicrous
and morally repugnant, and upets our metroreto eidicule arsund the world. This prograim, which
would allow raders to invest and potentially profit on whether or not a terrorist attack will oceur -
- such 48 an assassination — is not only offensive and a waste of taxpayer’s money, but reinforces
the most negative stereotypes of the LS. governmont gbroad, At a fime when the Adminssiration
1% propasing record shattering inereases in the defict, this obvious squandenng of resourees is
particularly odorous. Spending $8 mithion on a dubious - i not outright silly - programoata
timg when the government is slashing criticsl domestic programs s indefensible to the American
peopie.

With the US military deployed in 120 cauntries overseas, and prograras for first responders
engaged in homeland defense in jeopardy, this 1s hardly the ime 10 waste money on offensive and
comical schemes that embarrass America,

Admiral Poindexter’s participation in the Iran-Contra deceptions and illcgalities in the 1980510
themmselves raise serious queshons about his participation in government. In hght of the Polioy
Anglysis Market scheme, we have fofally lost confidence in Admiral Poindexier’s sbility to lead
the Information Awareness Office. Instead of further undermining the credibility of US
meliigence, we should be focuting our ahiention on more responstble and accurate intellipence
gathering to prevent gornine torrorist threats apamst Amerios from succeeding,

Beeause of Admiral Poindexter’s dangerous judgment, there is no alternative than he be removed
WO s position furthwith.

Sincercly,
STEVE ISRAEL JISE M. SLAUGHTER
Member of Congress Member of Congress

TOM UD M McGOVERN RGE MILLER

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

B Ul13566 /03
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May 25, 2005

The Honorable Donzld Rumsfeld
Secrctary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washmgton, D.C. 20301-4000

Dcar Secretary Rumsfeld:

We are greatly concermned with the Department of Defensce’s (DoD) failure to release all
installation-specific data it used to prepare recommendations undcr the Base Closure and
Realignment Act. While DoD met statutory requirements to provide the list of military bases
scheduled for closure and realignment, it has unduly delayed release of critical analytical data to
the Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) Commission, Congress, and the Comptroller General
[or review.

This delay leaves thc BRAC Commission without essential data to do its job. Furthermore, it
leaves affected communities in a seriously compromised position, as they are unable to fully
review crucial data nceded for responding to the Department’s recommendations.

Congress intended the BRAC process to be open and transparent. The statute states that “in
addition to maldng all information used by the Secretary to prepare the recommendations under
this subsection available to Congress (including any committee or member of Congress), the
Sceretary ghall also make such information available to the Commission and the Comptroller
General of the United States™.

By failing to rclease all data in a timely fashion, affected communities and the BRAC
Commission are unable to comprchensively review DoD’s rccommendations. All parties
involved deserve adequate time to review how their bases were cvaluated, to prepare for regional
hearings that will be held in just a few weeks, and to develop informed challenges to the
recommendation. In order to avoid the appearance of an unfair process, DoD should immediately
release this data.

0sb 10171-05
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We thank you for your prompt attention to his matter.

Sincerely,

Ugik engtor

enator
:ﬁoLdall Steve Pearce
Unifed States Representative United States Representative
Lhip.. Hevzsfoune—

ather Wilson
ited States Representative
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The Honorable Domald Rumsfield -
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-3000

Diear Secretary Rumsfeld:

The Departruent of Defense recommended closure of Cannem Air Force Base (AFB) ax part of
the Departmant’s submission to the 2005 Defense Base Closure and Realigoment Commisston
(BRAC). In their final deliberations, the BRAC Commission determined Cannon AFR fo be a
fully modern base with the potential to fulfill a variety of missions critical to our national
defense. The Commission witimately voted to miaintan Canvon AFE as 2 military enclave while
direrting the Secretary of Defense to reassess Cammon and determing a suitable mission for the

hase,

We mnderstand that Cannon AFB has been viewed by other DoD Services as a desirable location
for mission execudan, and that st least one Service has an active proposal under consideration
for a new mission at Caunon. In tight of this activity and the Commission’s recent directive, we
stand ready to assist in your review of Cannon and the determination of its new role.

We would like to meet with you 28 8000 a8 passible to discuss your commitinent to determining
a follow-on mission for Cannon. Further, we urge you 10 assign Acting Deputy Scoretary
Gordon England to divect Canpon’s mission review and determination process, We suggest
Secretary Bugland visit Carmon in the very near future 10 meet with New Mexico's
Congressional delegation, Governor, and community leaders, Secretary Fogland should see
frsthand the excellent facilities at Cannon, the widely-varied capsbilities of its ranges, &ir space,
and low-level routes, and the community’s strong commitment to oir Armed Fornes

The cornunities surrounding Cannou bave a long history of supporting the Department of
Defense. We remain committed and eager to continue thus tradition of service in support of our
national security, and we look forward to working with you and your staff,

Pete V., Dormenior
U.8, Senator

-6

U8, Reprogentative .3, Repres
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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Detense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301 -

Dear Sceretary Rumsfeld: WL
WL
o~ L

I write regarding the recently competed Joint Munitions Command (JMC),

Demilitarization RFP, W52P1J-R-04-0179. 1respectfully request that you continue to closely
monitor the progress of this competition.

Concerns regarding the awarding of the contract were raised to me by a constituent and
owner of one of the companics bidding in the competition. The company, TPL, Inc., is a small
business that has over 15 years experience in demilitarization work and has operatcd Fort
Wingate, located in Northwest New Mexico, lor years under an Army Facilities Use contract. As
you are likely aware, TPL filed a protest with the GAQ who in tumn issued a stay order on the
contract award. It is my understanding that this contract will now be recompeted.

As a member of the House Small Business Committee, I take very seriously the role of
small businesses and their owners in fueling our nation’s economic growth. In New Mexico,
small businesses account for 96 percent of all businesses and employ 57 pereent of the state's
more than haifa million employees. Access to federal contracts is critical to their success. In
addition, the activity at Ft. Wingate brings good jobs to one of New Mexico’s most impoverished
counties. The mostly Native American work(lorce, as well as the entire region depends upon this
program to remain economically viable.

I appreciatc your attention to my request. I look forward to working with you on this and
other issues important to our nation,

Si

om Udall
Member of Congress

Ce: Honorable Claude M. Bolton, Jr., Assistant Secretary of the Army for Acquisition,
Logistics and Technology (ASALT)

CLavis-CARVER PLGLIC LiBRARY
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Coowis, NM BE101
1505) 763-7616
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Congress of the Tnited |§tate§
Tashington, BE 20515

July 25, 2006

Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

We strongly support the young men and wamen of our armed forces. Our
nation owes them its deepest gratitude for their service to our nation.

[t has, therefore, come as a shock to learn from the Southern Poverty Law

Center (SPLC) that there has been a growth of racist extrernism in our military. :
Accarding to the SPLC, military recruiters and commanders have apparently :
relaxed certain recruitment standards, and the result is that racist extremists are

now serving in the armed forces. While there are no firm statistics on this

growing phenomenon, we write to ask you to investigate the matter and to take

forceful action to remove extremists from the military. We owe our courageous

men and women in uniform nothing less.

The current policy of the Department of Defense leaves too much diseretion to
military recruiters and commanders and is not being strictly enforced. The
military should adopt a zero tolerance policy and discharge soldiers who engage
in white supremacist activities or who are members of white supremacist groups.

It is also our understanding that the military's own investigators are aware of the
dangers. Departiment of Defense gang detective Scott Barfield has warned
SPLC's Intelligence Report that Neo-Nazis "stretch across all branches of service,
they are linking up across the branches once they're inside, and they are hard-
core." He also revealed that there is "Aryan Nations graffiti in Baghdad."

We urge you to implement the recommendations of the Southern Poverty Law
Center to adopt a zero tolerance policy when it comes to white supremacy and
other forms of racial or religious extremism in the military. Like your
predecessors, Secretaries Casper Weinberg and William Perry, who issued
similar directives, we urge you to confront this problem head-on by showing no
tolerance for ethnic hatred among our service personnel.

MWIM\\NMNWWM i M\'NMHI |
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Hate group membership and extremist activity are antithetical to the values and
mission of our armed forces. We are proud to support the men and women in the
“military who represent the best America has to offer and know that extremists
represent only a radical fringe. Yet, however small, we must stamp out the
scourge of racism, anti-Semitism, and other forms of hatred wherever they are
found. It is our hope that your expeditions action on this matter will help

to ensure that our military continues to uphold only the highest principles.

Sincerely,

Eliot L. Engel Artur Davis

Member of Congress Member of Congress
Tammyéaldwin
Member of Congress

elley Berkle
Member of Cdy]gress

Pl G,

Sam Farr Ralun Emanuel
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Robert Brady 5
Member of Co

ngress

Steve Israel haka Fattah l
Member of Congress ber of Congress




£7/25/2608 15:35 FAX CANUN 2175 h W g s uun

Bﬁmja;mn Cardin
Member of Cangress

e

Shetla Jackson Lee
Meamber of Congress

"Farl Blumenaver
Member of Congress

Michael Honda

Memberx of Congress
Tow L annle>

/ ") Ay

e
Tom Lardos Carolyn Malone
Member of Congress Member of Congress
i MCD&{'mOtt bls
emnber of Congress Member of Congress
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Wichae Midtaad
Member of Conpress

rold Nadler Ma}c 'It w A
ember of Congress Member of Congress

‘{}omid Payne
Member of Congress -

Jose Serrano
Member of Congress

Wation

Diane Watson

Member of Congress

Shemod Brown Tom Udall
Mernber of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress Membe;r of Cohgress
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The Honorable Dongld Rumsild
Sceretary
Departrpent of Definse

The Pentagon

Washingtan, 1C 20301

Deear Seprotary Kumsfeld

We write to yrge estion on & vory mportant Militery Comstroction pedect fir Ciromeon Ady Foree
Base (CAFR). Criginally inaluded iy the FY06 Military Quality of Life/Veterans Affairs
Appropristions legislation, this $13.2 million project was included for the Defense Logistics
Agengy (LA to *Replace Puel (oading aod Storage Pacilicies ot CAFR, Ttis our
undergtanding, however, that, to diie, prograss an this projeet has been stafled, We strongly
believe thie MOLOON project s of oritical fmporiance and recuest that this fmding be relotsed t
aliow this prject 1o move forwvant,

As you know, MILCON projetts siatnd ie CAFEB wore gt on hold onos CAFB wag
recommuended for cloaare, Whes it was shnovnced that CAFB would be the new home to the 167
Speoial Operations Wing from &dr Fore Specia] Operstions Conmmand (AFSOC), thres sther
CAPB MILCON prajects begen moving forward. Sperifically, progress has been made on the
Awtospucs Groud Equipment Complex, Dining HalVAirmen's Center, and Housing Privaiizntion
projects, The Fue] Loading and Storage Pacilities project is the only CAFB MILGON project the
bas yer ko haves finds released. We understand AFSOC snalyzed the origimal project, velidated it
a8 suitshie o 118 needs witheut modificstion, and cartified that it will sehisfy velid requirements
for f1s operations at CAFB. AFSQC, sanordingly, informed the Defense Logistins Agency of the
nesd fo meitner Amding and inftiete e pragort,

W gagerly anficipate the pansition of CATB 16 an AFROC insmilation, and we look forward fo
assisting in tha? fensition. Wi bolieve that progiess on thess important profents 8 Teoossgyy ©
ensure: the tmer and wornn of AFSOC have fias equipmment and fecilities thry need %o scoormplish
their sodssion. To that ond, we respectfially urge the refears of fumds for the Fuel Loading aod
Btorage Facilities project to further frprove CAFB in prepuaration fur the [6™ Special Operstions
Wing sseuming coptral of the base: in October 2007,

We thank vou for your attention %o our requast and sre willing 10 answer iy quostions vou may
hgee,

e
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Congress of the Hnited States

November 13, 2006

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld,

We write today to respectfully request that the Department of Defense, through the United States
Air Force and U.S. Special Operations Command, move forward with plans to utilize Cannon
Air Force Base (Cannon) for an Air Force special operations wing by executing a writien
memoerandum of your June decision to utilize Cannen as a special operations base.

As you may recall, the Air Force announced that Cannon would become home to such a wing on
June 20, 2006. We understand that there are important steps that need to be completed relating
to this decision in the near term.

However, it is our understanding that as a prerequisite to many of these steps, a written
memorandum of your June decision to utilize Cannen as a special operations base must be in
place. Therefore, we respectfully urge you to provide such written approval of this dectsion as
soon as possible to allow the Department of Defense to move forward with its plans for Cannon.

In September, we asked the Air Farce to brief us on the transition plan for Cannen Air Force
Base. We look forward to receiving this briefing to learn what else must happen to make the Air
Force’s plans for Cannon Air Force Base a reality.

Thank yoti for your service to our country and for your attention to this request. Should you
have any questions about these matters, please feel free to contact us or Tara Shaw of Senator
Domenici’s office (202.224.7086) ot Jon Davey of Senator Bingaman’s office (202.224.1803).

P Do

Pete V. Domenict
U.S. Senator

Tom Udall
U.S. Congressman

s
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Secretary Michacl Wynne
1670 Air Force

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 203301660

General Bryan Doug Brown

U.S. Special Operations Command
7701 Tampa Point Blvd.

MacDill AFB, F1. 33621.5322
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April 25, 2007
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

1 write today to enquire about the status of Federal Recognition for Brigadier
General Kenny Montoya, The Adjutant General (TAG) for the New Mexico National
Guard. General Montoya was appointed to TAG four years apo and has yet to receive
Federal Recognition for his first star. This is extremely concerning and I would
appreciate a timely and thorough response detailing why the Secrctary of the Army
effectively pulled his name for consideration and the reasons why there continues to be
an ongoing delay resubmitting his name to the U.S. Senate for federal recognition.
Additionally, please cite the relevant laws and guidelines that the Secretary of the Army
followed in withdrawing General Montoya’s name for consideration. I would also
appreciate an update from you with a timetable outlining what action the Army intends to
take on this matter in the near firture.

Since being appointed TAG in April of 2003, General Montoya has served with
great distinction and dedication. Upon appointment, General Montoya began a complete
transition of the New Mexico National Guard force strucrure from Air Defense units to
Infantry, Military Police and Engineers in order to be more relevant and deployable for
both State and Federal missions. That transition has largely been accomplished, and in
record time despite almost all units in the state being deployed. This is only one of the
General’s many accomplistoments.

As you may know, General Montoya’s promotion packet has been before the
Senate Armed Services Committee four times and been withdrawn by the Department of
the Army Inspector General (DAIQ) each time, just prior 1o reaching a vote. Most
recently, the Army cited as a basis for withdrawal the investigation of an Air Guard
flyover in Roswell, New Mexico. At the close of that mmvestigation, General Richard
Cody in a Memorandum of Concern dated August 8, 2006, found that the facts were
substanitiated and General Montoya, who, while not directly responsible for the incident,
a8 NMTAG had improperly authorized the flyover. Given the findings, General Richard
Cody took no action against General Montoya, did not place the Memorandum of

BRAKCH OFFCED:
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Concern in his personnel file, and stated that he considered the matter closed. Previous
investigations were unfounded.

As such, [ would like to Jmow why General Montoya's packet has yet o be
resubmitted in the last eight months since General Cody closed the matter. It is worth
noting that two of the senior officers more closely involved in the flyover incident were
federally recognized within this last year and the incident was not referenced by the IG in
their promotion. Lastly, I would also like to know why Geueral Montoya was not
promoted during the two years prior to the flyover incident and its investigation, and
request a detailed response regarding the delay to that point.

Your response within thirty days 1o the issues and questions raised above is
greatly appreciated. Thank you for your prompt attention to my request.

Member of Congress
TU/me
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May 11, 2007

The Honoreble Eric 8, Edelmen, P D.
Under Secretary of Defense (Policy)
2000 Defense Pentagon

Washingtan, DC 20301-2000

Dear Under Secretary Edelmen,

Based on recent comments made by General Pace ebout exploring whether Alr Force wounanned senal
vehicle (UAY) oparators could relieve some of the current perscnmel stresses on the Army, we wanted 1o
bring 10 your attention the many benefits southern New Mexico and Holloman Alr Force Base (HAFB)
offer the Department of Deferse’s (DoD) Anny and Air Farce UAV work. '

HAFB offers rerendous value to Dol as 2 potential location for UAV operations. HAFB has many
advantages, from its proximity to vest training areas to its ability o readily interact in a joint traming and
development environment with other Services and organizations outside Dol

First, HAFB personnel are already knowledgesble in the area of unmanned aircraft because of prior
experience with such aircraft, including QF-4 drones, and becanse of HAFB’s present work with the
German Alr Foree, which will soon utilize UAVa. Moreaver, as HAFR transitions from en F-117 base to
an F-22 base, we understand that space and infrastructure is readily available for other DoD operations
end personnel such as UAV operators. We believe this space and infrastructure would offer DoD
substan{ial cost-SavIngs in potential construction costs. '

Additionally, HAFB is positionsd to sevve Dol UAV operators well because it t9 located o the sestem
edge of White Sands Misgsile Range (WSMR), which offers almost 3,200 square miles of unique,
exclusive airspace which can be axpanded for military training and meneuvers. WSMR offers UAY
operators an unparalleled training and flying opportunity because the militery confrolled airspace
eliminates the need & comply with the Federal Aviatiop Administration’s (FAA) Nafioual Airspace
System (NAS) restrictions in commercial airspace. WSMR’s overlapping training space for ground
forces would also provide advantageous opportunities for joint treining and operational exercises with
ground forces who are lesting and gvaluating Future Combat Systems (FCS) technologies including
manned and unmanned vehicles, sensors, launch systems and UAVs 12 WSMR and nearby Fort Bliss,
Texas.

Further, HAFB provides a natura) opportunity to expaud UAV presence i New Mexico and west Texas,
where UAV developmeni and operations already have a strong foundstion. As noted above, the Army’s
UAV' that are part of the FCS program are expected to be tested in Texas and New Mexico. Army UAVs
ave Jikely to also be based at Fort Bliss as a result of the Rase Closure and Realignment Commission’s
decision to locate 1* Armored Division Brigade Combat Tearns &t Fort Bliss. Additionally, Air Force
Special Operations’ A Vs are expected to soon operate at Cannon Air Force Base as the 16® Special
Operations Wing stands up oo October 1, 2007, Neerhy Navy and Marine operations may also utilize
UAVs, and HAFB could serve as a hub for all of this DeD UAY activity, especially since HAFE,
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WSMR, and Fort Bliss leadership have partnered to develop a Joint Test and Training Initiative that
focuses on optimizing test and training opportunities in the Southwest.

Lastly, the Department of Defense funds UAV research and development activities, including sense and
avoid system demonstrations, at New Mexico State University (NMSU) in nearby Las Cruces, New
Mexico. NMSU has begun constructing a UAV hangar at the Las Cruces International Airport, and
NMSU continues to work with the City of Las Cruces and the FAA to further the use of UAVs in the
NAS. We understand that NMSU is the only non-federal entity with FAA authorization to operate UAVs
in the NAS, with operations in a 12,000 square mile FAA-approved area in southern New Mexico.

For zll of these reasons, we believe DoD should strongly consider locating UAV operators at HAFB and
consider making HAFB & UAV Center of Excellence for Operations, and we respectfully request that you
consider this option.

Thaok you for your attention to this matter. Should you have eny questions, please contact any of us or
have your staff contact Tara Shaw of Senator Domenici’s office at {202) 224-7086, Jonathan Epstein of
Senator Bingaman’s office at (202) 224-5521, John Larson of Congresswoman Wilson’s office at (202)
225-6316, Mike Collins of Congressman Udall’s office at (202) 225-6190, or Steve Traver of
Congressman Pearce’s office at (202) 225-2365.

Sincerely,
" Domemc1
U.S. Senator
Wilsonl g" ﬁ

U.S. Representative u. S Representative

¢e:  The Honarable Pete Geren
Acting Secretary
United States Army
101 Army Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1600

Secretary Michael Wynne
1670 Air Force

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20330-1660
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June 2, 2000

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

U.5. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

As you are well aware, making certain that soldiers recently separated from the military are fully
knowledgeablie of the benefits due them as a veteran has been a difficult process. | applaud your efforts
as Secretary of Defense to ease the transition and working with Secretary Shinseki at the Department of
Veterans Affairs in this effort. To build on these ongoing efforts, | respectfully suggest a modification to
the DD 214 form and ask that you consider adding a new contact, the email address, to the form as a
way to increase communication to these new veterans.

Earlier this year, | was visited by the New Mexico Secretary of the Department of Veterans
Services who reported to me that nearly 60 percent of welcoming mail sent by the Department to new
veterans in New Mexico, which makes them aware of their education, health, and home ownership
benefits, is returned. Oftentimes the return is due to an incorrect mailing address, which is usually
taken from the DD 214 and is the only manner in which the Department is able to contact the veteran.
The Secretary stated that by adding a requirement that the soldier filling out the DD 214 include an
email address, it would make it easier, timelier, and more cost effective to reach the veteran with
information he or she can use.

| fully support this idea and | would ask that you look into having the DD 214 form altered to
include an email address. The vast majority of Americans use emait daily, including our men and women
serving in uniform abroad, and it only makes sense that we would try to continue to connect with them
after they have ieft the service by utilizing all forms of communication, including email. This would
benefit not only the soldiers, but veterans departments and organizations across the country,

Thank you for your consideration of this request. | look forward to hearing back from and
continuing to work together to serve our soldiers and our veterans.

N7

Tom Udall
OsD 9666_5-09
AR R

United States Senator
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Mnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

July 31, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
1.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are secking your input on a proposal to expand income tax relict benefits, specifically the
Combat Zone Tax Exclusion, to civilian federal employees serving in Iraq and Afghanistan.

We recognize that our uniformed personnel enjoy certain benefits that are not extended to
civilians serving abroad. Given the nature of operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, your employees
frequently confront the same dangers and risks as our uniformed forces. Currently, the Combat Zone
Tax Exclusion allows military personnel serving in direct support of operations in designated combat
zones to receive their compensation free of federal income tax.

As the need for reconstruction and stabilization operations increases, we must strengthen the
corps of civilian experts, like public health officials, city planners, port operators, and agronomists, who
have the vital skills necessary for these operations to succeed. In order to successfully accomplish the
important diplomacy and development tasks ahead, we must rely on the participation of members of
your department to fill these critical missions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

As such, we would appreciate knowing if such benefits would assist you in providing an
appropriate reward for employees’ service, and aid in ensuring a consistent supply of qualitied
individuals to fill these important positions. Additionally, since it is our understanding that providing
such benefits requires legislative action, we also would appreciate your views on proposals to
accomplish this goal such as S. 1166, which Senator John Warner introduced in the 110" Congress. We .
have also reached out to your counterparts in the Departments of State, Agriculture, Homelancl Security,

Health and Human Services, Justice, Commerce, and Treasury.

Thank you for your attention to this matter, and we look forward to hearing from you.
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Congress of the "nited States
ashington, 8¢ 20513

¥ebruary 4, 2011

Secretary Robert M. Uates
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
- Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

As you may know, members of the Congressional Brain Injury Task Force, as well as ofher
supportive Members of Congress, have written in the past in support of TRICARE covering
cognitive rehabilitation for service members with brain injuries. In 28, then-Senator Obama
and then-Senator Bayh led letters with eight members of the Senate and over 65 House
members. Two years later, the Department is still studying the issue and does not expect to
make 4 decision on the resulis of a study mandated by the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2010 anvtime soon.

We hope you share our convern that service members returning from the battlefield roday cannot
wait 1o receive treatment for their injuries. Yet without a specific waiver applicable only under
very unusual and limnited ¢irenmstances, TRICARE does not cover cognitive rehabilitation —
therapy programs that aid in the management of specific problems in thinking and perception —
when billed as a separate scrvice. Considering that our service members have been deployed in
two conflicts for nearly a decade, it is our hope that there exists some contingency plan to
provide cognitive rehabilitation for service members who are returning home today, particularly
those with mild traumatic brain injuries. While TRICARE clearly pays for rehabilitation for
physical injuries, brain injuries—tbe invisible wounds of thiz war——are not given the same
therapy if not treated as part of a comprehensive brain injury rehabilitation program. Recent
stories by NPR and ProPublica give examples of providers at civilian clinics who have ried to
help soldiers with their cognitive rehabilitation, only to be mformed by TRICARE that they
carnol receive payment for their services.

As this issue is studied, we ask that you share with us your plans 1o ensure that our service
members with brain injurics are not only identified, but also able 1o receive treatment such as
cognitive rehabilitation o restore their cognitive functions. Cogaitive rehabilitation is widely
recognized as a proven truatment for traumastic brain injury by experts and groups, including the
National Institutes of Health, the Brain Infury Association of America, and the National
Academy of Newropsychology. Many states pay for cognitive rehabilitation undex their
Medicaid programs, and most private insurers cover this service. In light of this consensus from
a wide variety of organizations, experts and govermment agencies, we hope that TRICARE will
find some way to provide aceess to cognitive rehabilitation for our retuming service members
who wowld benefit from this therapy — both those with more severe and mild traumatic brain
injuries — and to ensure that care decisions are made consistently. We also respectfully request a
meeting with appropriate officials at the Department to discuss TRICARE's plans 10 ensure
treatment coverage Tor our service mermbers with brain injuries.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please let us know how you plan to expedite
new teatmenis for traumatic bradn injured soldiers as soon a5 possible. We look forward to
working with you to provide the best care to our service memnbers.

Sincerely,
| Mark Udall
United State Senator
1 y Todd Russell Platts
h&mm ef {ﬁng‘ess Member of Congress
Benjamin L. Cardin Richard B
United States Scaator United States Senator
?q‘«’v/) Koﬂ Aol (onp~
Herb Koh! \ folhy Comyi ¥
United States Senator Unfted States Senator

Frauk: R ‘J_,autmberg
United States Senator

M £ B S~

Michael F. Rennet &
United States Senator Umzeé States Senator
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Susan M. Colling
United States Senator

%m . LAy

Batrick I, Leahy { .
United States Senator {nited States Senator

Kirsten Gallibrand Ron Wyden :
United States Senator United States Senator

Ben Nelson ™
Umtezi St&tes Senator United States Senator
Claire MoCaskill Baucus :

United States Senator United States Senator

Joec Manchin 1 Robert Menendez mL U
United States Sen#or Linited States Senat -
Ian ter Tom Harkin

States Senator {Jnited States Senstor
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Tom Udall Larry Kissell
United States Senator Member of Con
~ Wally Herger h David Wu
Member of Con Member of Congress
Tamue$ Baldwin
Member of Congress
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Lowfh Richardsaw”
Member of Congress
McDermott Mark S. Critz
ember of Congress Member of Congress
Pete Sessions rald E. Connolly
Member of Congress Member of Cengress
L
Jesse L. I ksn T o Tim Ryan

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Bruce L. Braley
Member of Congress

Elrnb G, N

Edward J. Marke N
Member of Congress

lorie K. Fnons

Mazie K, Hirono
Member of Congress

ge Baca _

Member of Congress

avid Loebsac
Member of Congress

fason Altmire

Member of Congress

deﬂmh

Henry A. Waxman
Member of Congress

Yokl

Henry C. ¢ ank” Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

bby L. 7
Member of Congress

il Nmle.

Fdrtney Pete Stark
Member of Congress

Betty Sufign
Member of Congress

oy

P. McGovern
er of Congress




Peter Welch

Member of Congress
Gwen Moore Br_acl. Miller
Member of Congress Member of Congress

obert A. Brady
Janber of Congress

~ Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

e

Louise McIntosh Slaughtef
Member of Congress

Chris Van HoHean

o%ard L. Berrhan

ember of Congress Member of Congress
ﬂg@( ol W uctt, 6 ZA—
David N. Cicilline ' Bamey Frank

Member.of Congress ' ' Member of Congress




Corrine Brown?

Member of Congress
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Dale B. Kildee
Member of Congress

Mmbex of .l.c. ngress

’vimber Gf €onﬁz’css i
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#Rush D. Holt
Member of Congress
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Frapk Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress




Wnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, IC 20410

September 23, 2011

The Honorsble Leon E. Panetta, Secretary

U.S. Depariment of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, IX 203011400

Degr Mr, Secretary:

We are gravely concemed abourt recommendstions proffered by the Defense Business Board with regard
to America’s military retirement, primanly those recommendations aliering andior culting the military
retirement benefits which sur carcer military members who are currently sevving our grest nation have
been promised and are relying upon (0 assist with their retirement needs,

While deficit reduction is essential, belancing the hudget and curbing costs in the U8, Department of
Defense by cutting retirement bensfits to those now zerving is patently unfair to cur military members and
their families and puts in jeopardy the recruitment and retertion of our pation”s fubure all-wvolunteer force.
We have heard from countless veteruns and constituents asking that Congress do the right thing by
ensuring that these important benefits are not pulled out from under those who are working hard for what
they have been promised,

The current retirement system is 4 considerable enticement in preserving a career voluntary military force,
and amy preposed changes must be calculated in that light. Many of our constituents have stated that the
current mtirement system was & major factor in their decision to choose to serve, Or to continue serving in
unifoemn. Contrary to the belief of some, military service is not comparshle o the private sector; and a
retirernent system that works for a civilian career may not necessarily be appropriate for the military.

On this subject, you have said, “People who have come inlo the service, who have put their lives on the
line, who have heen deployed 10 the war zones, who fought for this country, who have been promised

- certain henefits for that - I'm not going to break faith with what’s been promised to thom.™ W believe,
as do our constituents, that we must follow your lead and ensure that our government ipholds the
promises we have made (o our military,

Centainly, Congress will be looking 1o you regarding cuts in defense spending, yet it is owr wormy that
some members will also 100k 10 these recommendations by the Diefense Business Board, We encourage
you then 1o ensure the security of America’s military by relaying to Congress your deep commitment that
our nation not undertake any dewrimental changes or reductions in military retirement for those who are
serving., While cur nation rust cut spending and balance the budget, we simply cannot do it on the backs
of America’s military and their families.

Thank you for your consideration in this maner. Please be assured we will assist you in this ¢ffort in any
way that we can,

Sincerely,
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E. Bénjgnin Nelson

Uni tates Nengior I]njed Stetes Senator
United States Senator { dried States Senabor
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R hard Durhin
{inited States Senstor . Linited States Sangto
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Mark Begich ToM Lda

Linited Stales Senator {nited States Senator

Richard Biomembal Kirsten Gillibeand

Ursited States Senator United States Sautor

LUnited States Senator United States
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Robert Casey Daniel Akaka

United States Seaator United Stekes Senator

Jeanne Shabwen

United States Senator



WASHING ION, DC 26510

July 26, 2012

The Honorable Leon E. Panetia
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 3EBR0
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Panetta,

We are writing {o express our congcern with the National Nuciear Security Administration’s
decision to delay construction of CMRR-NF. The existing CMR facility, where the bulk of our
analytical chemistry and materials characterization work is done, is 60 vears old and functionally
obsolete. I sits on a known fault and will be closed in 2019, Plans to replace the CMR began
aver ten yoars ago and the first phase, the Radiation Laboratory Utility Office Buiiding, will be
completed later this vear. Planning and review for a second phase, the replacement nuclear
facility (CMRR-NF) started in 2004,

Now the administration has proposed to delay for five years the work necessary to
construct that facility. The reason cited for this decision is the projected cost of the replacement
facility which unfortunately has grown to between $3.7 and $5.8 billion. In our view, this five
year delay will have at least three adverse consequences.

«  First, 1t will adverscly impact our natien’s scientific capabilities, especially in analytical
chemistry and materials characterization that are central to assuring the safety, reliability
and performance of the nuclear deterrent.

* Second, as both the current and former lab directors have testified, further delay will
Hkely result in further cost escalation in the ultimate construction of the required
replacement facility.

«  Third, the NNSA’s proposcd alternative is a high risk option, which may not meet
national sccurity requirements for stockpile stewardship, and which will likely takes 10
years to implement and cost an additional $800 million.

Rather than delaying work on a replacement facility for the planned five years, we
believe the administration should present & more specific alternative plan and make the necessary
preparation to properly design and implement it. Until there is a feasible alternative, the least risk
option is to continue pursuing a replacement facility. In order to meet cost restrictions, we
believe changes in the planned facility could reduce its price tag significantly, without
compromising safety, while allowing us to still meet our commitments under the New Start

0SD009186-12




Our national labs are premier facilities, wilh scientists and engineers who deserve 1o work
in an environment where not only their work is appreciated, but their safety is not at risk because
of funding decisions made in Washington DC. We look forward (o working with you on this
issuc as well as the need to adequately fund the national laboratories to compete for other vital
mission areas such as non-proliferation and energy security.

Sincerely,

Tom Lidail
t'zcé % é’; m United States Senator

CC: D, Asiion Caner, Deputy Secretary of Defense
Dr. Frank Kendall, Under Secretary of Defense for Acqusition, Technology, and
Logistics
Dr. James Miller, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
Admiral James Winnefeld, Jr., Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Roberi Kehler, Commander, U.S. STRATCOM
Mr. Thomas ID’ Agostino, Administrator, National Nuciear S8ecurity Administration




Wnited States Sonate

WASHINGTON DO 26518

February 13, 2013

The Honorable Leon E., Panetta The Honorabie Janet Napolitano
Secretary Seoretary

Department ¢f Defenge Department of Homeland Security
The Pentagon Nebraska Avenue Center, NW
Washington, DT 20301 Washington, DO 203528

The Honorabie Jeffrey D). Zients
Deputy Director for Management
Office of Management and Budget
725 17" Strepy, NW

Washington, D 20503

Dear Secretary Panetta, Secretary Napolitano, and Mr. Zients:

We write to express our concern that an important asset used 10 counter drug smugglers, the
Tethered Aerostat Radar System (TARS), is being decomniissioned by the 1).8. Alr Foree
withaut & plan to transier these capabilities to another agency. Last morth, the Department of the
Air Foree, Air Combat Comemand issued a request for proposals to conduct & four-phase
termination of the TARS program, with ali aerostat operations to cease by March 15, 2013, and
all sites to be closed and personinel separated by September 30, 2013, Because of the importance
of this program for counternarcotics operations, we write to respectfully ask that you reverse this
decision and allow for sufficient tme to transfer the program to the Department of Homeland
Secunity or develop an allemative Jong-term solution.

In addition to rescinding the request for proposals to demobilize TARS, we respectfully ask that
the Administration’s Flscal Year 2014 budget enable DHS to assume full responsibilty from the
Department of the A Force for the program, without any dismuption or degradation in its
services, In the event that the budget does not propose funding to allow the Department of
Homeland Security to commence administration of the TARS program, we ssk that it provide for
continued administration of the TARS program by the Department of the Air Force until the
program can be effectively ransferred.

TAKS is an acrosiat-bome surveiliance program that, for over two decades, has provided critical
inteliigence data to federal law enforcement agencies waorking to interdict drugs and other
contraband along the Southwest border with Mexico, in ths Florida Straits, and iy the Caribbean,
There are eight TARS operationaf sites located in Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Florida, and
Puerto Rico. TARS is an imporiant surveillance and cornmand-and-control resource, particularly
with respect to the detection, monitoring, and interdiction of suspicious low-flying aircraft. We
believe that wermination of the program will substantially degrade counternarcotics operalions
becanse a suituble slternative 10 TARS has not been identified.

OSD001645-13




We look forward to working with you 10 address this important budget priority and welcome
your leadership in ensuring that responsibility for the TARS program is ransferred from the Air
Farce to DHS as part of the Fiscal Year 2014 budget request to Congress. At a minimum, if the
budget does not propose funding to enable DHS ta assume responsibility for this program for
Fiscal Year 2014 and bevond, the budget should provide for the Air Force to continue
administering this program in the short term until a fong-term solution can be identified.

Thank vou for vour attention 1o this matier.

(%2 4

I Sincerely,
(\\._ -~ ? / £ //7
.":._& ;_,/-/‘; A _/i'/\o};:?’f ‘r' 2";;’..
Tom Udall Martin Hemnrich
{18, Senawer 11.S. Senator

The Honorable Michael B. Donley, Secretary of the Air Force
CGeneral Mark A, Welsh I, Chief of Staff of the Air Force
General Gilmary Michael Hostage HI, Commander Air Combat Command




MARTIN HEINFICH HLITE SD-B400
NEW MERICH INERGEM BULLDING

Wnited States Dogte

A Fra-sE R

February 21, 2013

Ashtos Carter

U.S! Deputy Secretary of Defense
1006 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Diear Deputy Secretary Carter:

We write 10 express our sexious concemns regarding an Office of Management and Budger
{OMB) proposal 1w wransfer important Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics
{STEM) funding from thres highly successful Department of Defense {DoD) education
PrORrams.

Specifically, the National Defense Education Program, University Nano Satellite Program, and
the Dol STARBASE Program each utilize resources and capabilities of DoD laboratories to
provide our youth with opportunities 1o explore STEM operations and applications, and STEM
careers. It is our understanding that OMB proposad wansferring funding from these programs to
the Department of Education and National Science Foundation, We gquestion whetherthere is a
strong analytical foundation for such a decision given that DoD offers unique technological
agsets that enable hands-on programs lke these to flourish

The Do) STARBASE Program brings technologies developed by the Air Force Research
Laooratory (AFRL) Space Vehicles and Directed Energy directorates at Kirtland Air Force Base
into the clasgeoom, which moetivate students from fifth theough twelfth grade to study STEM ina
hands-on way while preparing fnture Alr Force leaders. Meanwhile, the University Nano
Satellite Program trains tomortow’s space professionals by providing a rigorous, two year,
spacecraft competition for UL 8. higher education instiutions and enables small satellife research
and development, integration and flight test. According to AFRL, more than 4,500 college
students and 27 mstitutions of higher learning have been involved in this unigue experience since
113 inception in 1999,

In a recent study by the Organization for Fconomic Co-operation and Development, the United
States ranks 14th In STEM education, behind Iceland and Poland, New Mexico is well
positioned 1o leverage its technological resources. While we would prefer the funds 1o remain in
Do), keeping the funds in New Mexico is of paramount importance in order the ensure students
can uitlize the technological resources within the state.

U
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We urge you to reconsider the aforementioned OMB proposal and urge continued funding for
these unique programs in the fiscal year 2014 budget.

Thank you for your continued service to our nation.

Sincerely,

TOM UDAL kA““"‘“’“ MARTIN HEINRICH

United States Senator United States Senator

MH/ts




