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January 9, 2004

Donald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secrelary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to draw your attention to a matter that has ariscn in connection with
cquipment shortages for U.S. troops serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. While I am aware
of the great lengths that you and the Department of Defensc have gone to cnsure that all
our troops have the equipment they require, previously there were numerous reports that
some service memhers lacked the most up-to-date ceramic “Interceptor’” hody armor and
instead had older, less effective protective armor.

In response to this situation, family members, or in some instances the troops themselves,
uscd their own funds to purchase body armor for use while serving in Iraq and
Afghanistan. One of my constituents spent $1,100 of her own money in order to purchase
armor for her son serving in Iraq. Clearly this is a step that she and others should not have
had to take, as providing our troops with the necessary equipment is inherently a
governmental responsibility. I again applaud your efforts since that time to make certain
that the nceded cquipment was given to our troops as quickly as possible,

[ would like to make you aware of legislation that I have introduced, H.R. 3615, which
would reimhursc troops or family members for any protective body armor they purchased
because they or their family member serving in connection with operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan did not have most up-to-date protective equipment. The legislation would
reimburse those who purchased body armor hetween September 11, 2001 and December
31, 2003.
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I wanted to bring this matier to your attention and am interested in working with you to
determine if an administrative route through the DOD to bring reimbursements to these
troops or their family members would be more appropriate or effective than a legislative
route, and if so, to determine a process by which reimbursements would be applied for
and distributed.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and [ look forward to working with you in the
future.

Respectfully,

8 frr_

JOHN B. LARSON
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, 0.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

[ am writing to you to follow-up on a letter that | sent to your office on January 9,
2004 about a proposal | had drafted to provide reimbursements to members of the
Armed Forces for protective body armor purchased by themselves or others on their
behalf between September 11, 2001 and December 31, 2003 and asking to work with
you to determine what was necessary to move this proposal forward, either
administratively or legisiatively.

| received a response from you on February 2, 2004, referring the matter to Army
Secretary Brownlee for further review. | received a response from Secretary Brownlee's
Legislative Liaison office an March 2, 2004 stating that "once all pertinent information
has been considered, a response will be sent to your office.” However, to date | have
not received an additional response to my inquiry.

As you are aware, the House Armed Services Committee is scheduled to mark
up the FY{05 National Defense Authorization bill this week at the Subcommittee level,
and in full committee next week. Having not received any feedback from the
Department on this initiative, [ wanted to let you know of my intention to proceed
legislatively on this matter and propose an amendment before the Committee during the
upcoming markup based on my legislation, HR 3615.

Shouid you have any information that you feel is relevant to our consideration of
this matter, especially if you have an estimate as to how many individuals may have
purchased protective body armor on their own and might qualify for reimbursement
under this proposal, | would welcome your input.
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. The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in

[raq.

As you are aware, KBR has held a coniract for building maintenance for U.S. military
facilities in Traq since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations
into the dangers KBR’s faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution
deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers.and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities.
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers
in Iraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Govemment Reform conducted an in-
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower
on January 2, 2008. The Committee’s investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action, In 2008, the
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a “Level 11l Corrective Action
Request” to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in “serious non-compliance.” This
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR’s
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not
surprising that Capt. David J. Graff, commander of the DCMA'’s International Division,
was quoted in an Associated Press article, stating that “many within DOD have lost or are
losing all remaining confidence in KBR’s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform
the required electrical support services mission in Iraq.”

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and
negligent performance of work are not acceptable.
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We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR.
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits,

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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May 21, 2010

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C, 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary:

As you know, the House of Representative will soon debate passage of the fiscal year
2011 National Defense Authorization Act (H.R. 5136} In advance of our consideration, [ would
like to obtain your position on a number of critical issues,

As currently written, the fiscal year 2011 National Defense Authorization Act would
providé $485 million for the Joint Strike Fighter's Altermaie Engine program and limt funding
for the Joint Strike Fighter program if development on the exira engine is discontinued. Prior to
our consideration of this legislation, please provide my office with your position regarding;

{. The inclusion of additional funds for the Alwmnate Engine program;

2. The potential impact that continued development of an extra engine will have on the
Joint Stnke Fighter program and our warfighter;

3. The limitations established that could potentially prohibit the full funding of the Joint
Btrike Fighter program; and

4,  Any identified military requirement for the continuvation of the Altemate Engine

program.

Furthermore, I am aware that General Electric recently submitted an unsolicited contract
for the production of the F136 engine, Please provide my office with your position on this offer.

As always, thank you for the exemplary leadership vou provide our nation’s armed
services. [T you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at your convenience,

Sincerely,

Lolpus—

HN B. LARSON
ember of Congress
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Congress of the "nited States
ashington, 8¢ 20513

¥ebruary 4, 2011

Secretary Robert M. Uates
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
- Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

As you may know, members of the Congressional Brain Injury Task Force, as well as ofher
supportive Members of Congress, have written in the past in support of TRICARE covering
cognitive rehabilitation for service members with brain injuries. In 28, then-Senator Obama
and then-Senator Bayh led letters with eight members of the Senate and over 65 House
members. Two years later, the Department is still studying the issue and does not expect to
make 4 decision on the resulis of a study mandated by the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2010 anvtime soon.

We hope you share our convern that service members returning from the battlefield roday cannot
wait 1o receive treatment for their injuries. Yet without a specific waiver applicable only under
very unusual and limnited ¢irenmstances, TRICARE does not cover cognitive rehabilitation —
therapy programs that aid in the management of specific problems in thinking and perception —
when billed as a separate scrvice. Considering that our service members have been deployed in
two conflicts for nearly a decade, it is our hope that there exists some contingency plan to
provide cognitive rehabilitation for service members who are returning home today, particularly
those with mild traumatic brain injuries. While TRICARE clearly pays for rehabilitation for
physical injuries, brain injuries—tbe invisible wounds of thiz war——are not given the same
therapy if not treated as part of a comprehensive brain injury rehabilitation program. Recent
stories by NPR and ProPublica give examples of providers at civilian clinics who have ried to
help soldiers with their cognitive rehabilitation, only to be mformed by TRICARE that they
carnol receive payment for their services.

As this issue is studied, we ask that you share with us your plans 1o ensure that our service
members with brain injurics are not only identified, but also able 1o receive treatment such as
cognitive rehabilitation o restore their cognitive functions. Cogaitive rehabilitation is widely
recognized as a proven truatment for traumastic brain injury by experts and groups, including the
National Institutes of Health, the Brain Infury Association of America, and the National
Academy of Newropsychology. Many states pay for cognitive rehabilitation undex their
Medicaid programs, and most private insurers cover this service. In light of this consensus from
a wide variety of organizations, experts and govermment agencies, we hope that TRICARE will
find some way to provide aceess to cognitive rehabilitation for our retuming service members
who wowld benefit from this therapy — both those with more severe and mild traumatic brain
injuries — and to ensure that care decisions are made consistently. We also respectfully request a
meeting with appropriate officials at the Department to discuss TRICARE's plans 10 ensure
treatment coverage Tor our service mermbers with brain injuries.
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Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please let us know how you plan to expedite
new teatmenis for traumatic bradn injured soldiers as soon a5 possible. We look forward to
working with you to provide the best care to our service memnbers.

Sincerely,
| Mark Udall
United State Senator
1 y Todd Russell Platts
h&mm ef {ﬁng‘ess Member of Congress
Benjamin L. Cardin Richard B
United States Scaator United States Senator
?q‘«’v/) Koﬂ Aol (onp~
Herb Koh! \ folhy Comyi ¥
United States Senator Unfted States Senator
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United States Senator
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Michael F. Rennet &
United States Senator Umzeé States Senator
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Susan M. Colling
United States Senator
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Batrick I, Leahy { .
United States Senator {nited States Senator

Kirsten Gallibrand Ron Wyden :
United States Senator United States Senator

Ben Nelson ™
Umtezi St&tes Senator United States Senator
Claire MoCaskill Baucus :

United States Senator United States Senator

Joec Manchin 1 Robert Menendez mL U
United States Sen#or Linited States Senat -
Ian ter Tom Harkin

States Senator {Jnited States Senstor
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Tom Udall Larry Kissell
United States Senator Member of Con
~ Wally Herger h David Wu
Member of Con Member of Congress
Tamue$ Baldwin
Member of Congress
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Bruce L. Braley
Member of Congress
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Edward J. Marke N
Member of Congress

lorie K. Fnons

Mazie K, Hirono
Member of Congress

ge Baca _

Member of Congress

avid Loebsac
Member of Congress

fason Altmire

Member of Congress
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Henry A. Waxman
Member of Congress
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Henry C. ¢ ank” Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

bby L. 7
Member of Congress
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Fdrtney Pete Stark
Member of Congress

Betty Sufign
Member of Congress
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Peter Welch

Member of Congress
Gwen Moore Br_acl. Miller
Member of Congress Member of Congress

obert A. Brady
Janber of Congress

~ Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress

e

Louise McIntosh Slaughtef
Member of Congress

Chris Van HoHean

o%ard L. Berrhan

ember of Congress Member of Congress
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Member.of Congress ' ' Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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#Rush D. Holt
Member of Congress
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Frapk Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress
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u.s HOUSE OF REPRESENTAT[VES

john B. Larson, Chairman
Xavier Bacerra, Vice Chair

April 4, 2011

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1400

Mr. Secre

[ want to th @z:arou for speaking at last week’s classified briefing on Libya. [ know
Members of both the Democratic Caucus and the Republican Conference were grateful for the
chance to hear directly from Administration officials.

[ have a great respect for the dynamic tension that exists between the Executive and
Legislative branches of government. and [ understand the Administration’s need to act quickly
when our national interests are threatened. I am fully cognizant that this crisis could well have
become a catastrophe for the people of Benghaz1 a.nd [ apprecnate your clarification of the unique
nature of this case.

The unilateral authorization of military action by the Executive branch remains a
Iongstandmg source of concern for Congress and needs to be addressed. Yet a time of urgency is
not always a time for lengthy debate, and we want to be able to work together during a crisis.

Thank you again for addressing the Congress, and please know that our thoughts and prayers
are with our men and women in uniform and with the President at this difficult time. I especially
want to thank you for your fervent commitment to the troops on the ground. Your description of
how extended we are as a military should be sobering. I know I join with many in Congress who
would like to see you stay on as Secretary of Defense 1 uriderstand the well-deserved desire to
move on, but please know that 1f there was a draft, you would be the overwhehmng chou:e

With great respect and admiration,

202A Camoni Hnﬁ()ﬁ“ce Building: Washingt [ D 0 9 11

438
Phone: 202 7351400  Fax: 202 2264412 Intemnet, &ww.dems.gov &\M “IMM“MM“HW W \ I mmm



Congress of the WUnited States
Bousge of Representatives
®laghington, BL 20515

January 24, 2012

The Honorahle l.con Panetta
Secretary of Defense

United States Department of Defense
1000 Defense, The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Panctta:

We would like to extend a personal invitation to attend the 2012 National
Memorial Day Concert held on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol on Sunday, May 27th
at 8:00 p.m. As the memorial service for the entire nation with a concert audience of
hundreds of thousands, this annual nationally televised event inspires millions of viewers
to remember our men and women in uniform who have made the ultimate sacrifice for
our country, as well as those still serving today with distinction, and their families.

For over 30 years, the U.S. Capitol has hosted both thc Memorial Day and A4
Capitol Fourth concerts, America’s National Independence Day Celebration, and we
would be honored to have you attend. The U.S. Joint Chiefs of Staff participate in the
annual program along with a dozen prominent national stars. Special guests of the concert
include Wounded Warriors from Walter Reed National Military Medical Center.

After the concert, a reception will be held in Statuary Hall in the U.S. Capitol for
Membhers of Congress, members of the Armed Services, Wounded Warriors and star
entertainers. We would like you to attend as our special guest. We hope you will consider
joining us to share this evening of commemoration, and we look forward to your
response.

With best wishes,

Demberatic Leader Nancy Pelosi Democratit Whi
i

The on?rable J('Jhn\lﬁ. Larson The Honorable Norman D. Dicks

Vel
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Eongress of the Anited States
Washington, BE 20515

June 20, 2012

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, BDC 20310-1000

Dear Secretary Panetta:

We write today to encourage the Department of Defense (DoD) and the TRICARE Management
Activity (TMA) to provide full access to behavioral health treatment, including Applied
Behavioral Analysis (ABA) therapy to the over 23,000 military children with an autism spectrum
disorder in TRICARE. Currently, the children of military retirees are excluded from receiving
ABA therapy, and the children of active duty service members are severely limited by a cap on
benefits. Our military families have shouldered enormous burdens and borne enormous costs on
behalf of our country's national defense. However, because of current DoD restrictions, military
families are being forced to choose between paying out of pocket and incurring significant debt
or having their children go without ¢ritically needed treatment that is proven to help those who
have an autism spectrum disorder. We urge you to follow the recent step taken by the Office of
Personnel Management (OPM) and fully cover ABA therapy under the Department's TRICARE
program.

Currently, ABA 1s only covered by DoD's TRICARE Extended Care Health Option (ECHO)
program, which caps coverage at a level below what is recommended for some children and is
only available to active duty military. Military retirees and medical retirees, including Wounded
Warriors, are not eligible for coverage under TRICARE ECHO. Recently, the OPM announced
that 1t will allow all health insurance plans to offer ABA therapy under the Federal Employee
Health Benefits (FEHB) program. These benefits were not previously available to federal
employees because OPM previously considered ABA therapy as an "educational intervention”
and not "medical" therapy. However, OPM has changed its classification of ABA therapy and
now considers it to be a medical therapy’.

Unfortunately, the DoD and TMA still maintain that ABA therapy is an “educational
intervention" and not "medical.”" despite the preponderance of evidence that states otherwise. On
March 6, 2012 duning the House Defense Appropriations Subcommittee hearing on military

' See FEHR program carrier letter number 2012-2(c) dated April 19th, 2012, page 5 section 11 {a) states: "The OPM
Benefit Review Panel recently evaluated the status of Applied Behavior Analysis {ABA) for children with autism.
Previously, ABA was constdered to be an educational intervention and not covered under the FEHB Program. The

e
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kealth affairs, Dr. Jonathan Woodson, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, was
questioned about why military autism benefits could not be moved from the TRICARE ECHO
program to the TRICARE Basic program. Dr. Woodson gtated, “It is riot an issue of policy, buta
statute 1ssue” and "ABA therapy is not considered 2 medical treatment, but is arr educational
intervention m the management of autism."

OPM'’s revised position on ABA as a medical therapy reinforces the point that it is long past time
for the Do) to change its policy ay well and classify ABA as a medical treatment so that children
with autism of all service members, active and retired, will be able to take advantage of thig
critically needed health treatment.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward (o vour prompt response.

Stncerely,

W&LTI’:&R Joy\iﬁ

Member of Congress

gr of C angrese

MAURICE HINCHE

Member of Congress

M ROONEY i
Aember of Congress §

ce: Dr. Jonathan Woodson, Assistant Secrstary of Defense for Health Affalss
Dirsetor, TRICARE Management Activity



