Eongresg of the Wnited States
WBouse of Repregentatives
R aghington, BL 20315

January 16, 2001
The Honorable Bill Cohen .
Secretary _,.‘}f‘
U.5. Department of Defense N
The Pentagon : g

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Seoretary:

It has come 1o our aitention that you have been asked to defer the Low Rate Initial
Production (LRIP) decision on F-22 in order 1o let the new Administration review the
status of the program and to allow addidonal time to complets more testng.

In his confirmation hearing last week, Secretary-designes Rumsfeld indicated that
it miight be some time before his staff was nominated, confirmed, and in place.
Furthermore, he implied that a review of all major DoD programs would be undertaken
and that such a review could take several months.

Allowing a Defense Acquisttion Board to make a decision on LRIP for the F-22
would in no way foreclose any option for the Bush Administration. However, we
strongly believe that deferring this decision would induce a lengthy delay that will result
in serious contractual issues as well as adversely mmpact program cost and schedule.

While i1 is true the program’s progress in completing scheduled tests has been
unpredictably delayed, the fact is that the number of test points completed never was a
criterion for LRIP approval. Both the Congress and the Deparmment of Defense clearly
established a set of exit ¢riteria for LRIP and these wili be completed soon, Itis
imponant o emphasize two important facts: 1) No new fighter development program in
history will have conducted as much testing prior to an LRIP decigion; and 2) The F-22

program is sound and meeting or exceeding all technical requirements. Fe
We strongly urge you not o defer the decision 10 move forward with the low rate -
production of the F-22. The F-22 is the only program that will ensure total dominance of g
the skies for U.S combat forces well into the middle of this century and it is ready to :irfl
move into Low Rate [nitdal Production, ,:{7
L
Sincerely, o~
L
e
gdz.i: ;
Cong. S8axby Chambliss ‘ong. Rosaelauro
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Congress of the WUnited States
{Houge of Representatives
Tlashmgion, 2L 20313

The Hororable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon, #3ER80
Washington, DO 20301

February 12, 2081
Drear Scerctary Rumsield:

We are wriling 10 express our deep concem reparding the stalus of the Army’s Aviauon
Modemization Plan. B is vital %o immediately address readiness issoes i the Nations! Guard, as well as the
Guard's abiity to support the National Mistary Strategy and to respond to eritfeal emergencies across the
L'nited States,

We uanderstand that in the Army’s current Aviglion Modomiraiion Plan, the Army Nationsl Guard
accounts for fifty percent of the Avey’s utihity aviation fleet force strueiure, The Plan also reporiedly
requires the Army National Guard to tum in over 700 legacy helisopters without adequately fundimg the
procurement of new LUH-60 Blackhawk hehicopters to replace thems, This will leave Army National Guard
units across the nation fickded at less than two-thirds of their requirement and short over 300 aircrafl. At
present procurement rates, the Army National Guard will not be fully modermized until 2023,

As you know, the onegoing Department ot Defense Army Aviation Modermzation review provides
an oppartuntty for you to addvess this critical issue and to fully fund this shortage. We ask that you take
rmediate steps o ensure & final plan is reached as efficiently and effectively as possible, and that this issue
is given serious consideration. Until then, an increase in Blackhawks is vita! to keep produciion and cost at
fevels thet are oplimal 1o meet the procurement reguirements of the final Aroy Modernization Plan, At that
timne. we would greatly appreciste 2 summary of the National Guard’s final mademzation plan 1o address
the essential reguirement of Blackhawks, and look forward to working with you on this important issue.
Plesse do not hesiinte 10 contact us if you have any questions or peed addivions! assistance,

",
Sincercly, o N /_// / i
p ! .
/" ; :-’/ ;
I
/ / ;)
..-"{. f; ’I fJ {"’ !J,
;! / :’f ;“
N ;a' / : / / / ’ / x’/\L
|!H ,":: f/ /
STOPHER DODD |.‘_ _MISE *L\%B ERMAN '
U.S. Senator S UR Senator”
i/ f,,_.'
; /

© U03228-/01




o £ Dot

ROSA L. DeLAURO
U.S. Representative

NA;:; Y L. JOHNSON

U.S. Representative

HN B. LARSON

1.8 Representative
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s, Ra;}zg sontative

ROB SIMRIONS
U.S. Representative
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EWHashington, VL 20813
March 2, 2001 mvy -2 B0 25

The Honorable Donatd Rumsfeld
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1004 Defease Pentagon
Washingtop, DC 203011000

Dear Mr. Secratary:

As you are well aware, unless & decision is mads t0 move forward on the Low
Rate Initial Production (LRIP) of the F-22, America’s most edvanced tactical fighter
atrcral, funding w4ll run out on March 31, 2001, We ars very concerned that futher
delay will effectively kill the Alr Foree’s number one modemization program (st former
Secretary of Defense Bill Coben ance called “the comerstone of our nation’s global aix
power in the 21% centiry,”

Cur current air supenionty fghter, the F-15, has served us well but {s rapidly
aging. It wiil be nenrly 30 vears old when the F-22 comes o ling in 2005, The F.18 i
threatened today by the advanced surface-to-air and air-to-air missile systems that are
proliferating among potential foes of the United States. Additionally, advanced fighters
being developed by other nations todsy will be able to ontperform the venerable F-15 in
the near future.

The F-22 is a critical assst for our ability to fight and win future wars. This
sircraft represents a qualitative leap in our ability to contro] the air and enable our attack
wircrall, like the future Joint Strike Fighter, to destroy enamy ground forees at will,

© These are complamentary systersns, The F-22 combines stealth, supercruiss, and

integrated avionics, {none of which are available in the F-135) to dominate the skies. The
ISF will be desipned mainly for the gronnd-artack role, and it will leverage technologies
that have been doveloped for the F-22. In fact, without the F-22, the J5F will have 1 be
redesigned and reconfigured to meet the requirements that our military will fiace in the
fature. This will result in significant delsy and increase in cost 1o the JSF program.

The F-22 represents 15 yoars of development and strong bipartisan Congressional
support. We have aleeady invested $18 billion in fdgorous testing. While the F-22
Program’ s progress in connpleting scheduled tests was uapredictably delayed, both the
Congress and the Department of Defense clearly esteblished a set of exit criteria for Low
Rare faitial Production that have been completed. It is important (o emphasize two
unportant favts: 1) No new fighter development program in histary will have conducted
as much testmg pm:r to an LRIP decision; and 2) The E-22 progeam is sound and meeting

We agree with the April 27, 1998, statement signed by you and six other former

- Secretaries of Defense stating that “the F-22 must be funded™ and that “it is essential that

this program succeed.” We strongly urge you not to defer the decision to move forward
with the low rate production of the F-22. The F-22 is the only program that will ensure
tota] dominance of the sides for U.S. combat forces wed] into the middle of this century
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and it is ready 10 move into Low Rate Inital Production. We need the F-22 now, hut X
isn't scheduled to enter the force uantil 26035, If the F-22 does nat enter the foree, we may
forfeit something that should never be taken for granted and ons of the greatest
advantages our military currently holds — control of the air, We must ensure that
America's military has the best equipment and best weapons 1o protect and defend our
pation and American intevests overseas. The brave men and women who provide the
murgin of our feedom and liberty deserve nothmg less,

Sincerely,

o i

i

Cong. Ko Delaeo |

Dbt

/™ Cong. Lim Malomey

Cong. Pete Sesgions
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The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

Page 3

March 2, 2001

Cong. Charles Slkenholm
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The Honorsbie Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

Page 4

March 2, 2001




(FRD) 3 7'01 14:75/8T 13.56/80 4862853525 F ¢

59 Members signed F-22 Jetter [R-42, D-17, 21 states]

Saxby Chambliss
Rosa Delauro
Dick Armey
CLifT Stearng
Jobnny Isakson
Sanford Bishap
Lamar Smith
Jm Saxion
Pete Sessions

Jim Hansen
Nathan Deal
Charlic Norwood
James MceGovern
Joe Barton

Gers Green

Mac Colling

Duke Cunningham

Charlie Stesholm
Mae Thomberry
Jim Ryun

Sam Johnson
John Cooksey
Rabin Hayes
Sichae! Bilirakiy
Mark Foley
Henry Bonills
Joe Scarborough
Gerald Kisczka
Rubena Hinviosa
Christopher Shays

John Larsen
Kay Granger
Norm Dicks
Bob Barr
James Maloney
Kevin Brady
Rounie Shows
Jim Gibbons
John Hostettler

Nancy Johnson
Jack Kingston
Chip Pickering
Cire Rodriguez
Martin Frost
Floyd Spence
Bob Riley
Waltar Jones
Ralph Hali
Ander Crenshaw
John Linder

Lindsey Graham

Allen Boyd

Chet Fdwards

Frnie Fletehar

Bopald Manzsllo
Eddie Bernice Johnson
Johin Thune

Jo Ann Davis

Rob Simmons
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Congress of the Trnited Htates
THouse of Wepresentatines
WHaghington, BE 20515

Yanuary 30, 2002

The ¥onorable Donsld Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense
Deparnnent of Defense

The Pentagon, Room YEEED
Washington, 1310, 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We write 10 you to ring to your attention a matter of great importance to Connecticut and to the
Department of Defense: the “buying-cut” of the Army’s requirernent of UH-60 Black Hawlk helicopters.

Ax you know, the current Muld-Year conmract for UH-80 helicopters, which runs through FY 06, ealls for
the procixernent of 124 Black Hawks. This leaves the Arnyy 44 Black Hawks short of its overall requirement of
1,680 aircraft. We respectfully urge you t sopport the buying.out of this remaining requircrnent.

The Army can achieve a cost avoidanse of at least $213 miliion or $1 million peraircraft through s buy-
out. IL1s our underslanding that Sikersky and the Army have slready agreed upon 2 plan fo spread oot those 44
airoraft across the Malt-Year contract in order to achieve maximure economnic order quantities. All that isnow
required 1o reahize thus wernendous cost savings is the up front investraent from the Amey and the Department of
Defunse. Any assistance you sould provide in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Thank vou for your consideration of our request. We strongly wrge your suppart. The H-60 helicopter is
essential 1o our national defense.

a\ Sincerely, M‘—\J
. Do >

Christopher 1. Dedd Joseph L Lieberman
United States Scpater Urited States Senator

Qm&)‘uﬁww

Rosa L. Delauro
United States Representative

j: /ﬁﬁéﬁe}z

Jarnes H. Maloney
United States Representative

DEYS
Representatyve

#

2ed States

i B. Larson
Uruted States Representative

\presentative mz
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WASHING TN, TC 2058

January 15, 2003

Toe Honorable

Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense
The Peotagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We write to call your stiention to section 1403 of Public Law 107-314, the Bob Sturap
National Deferise Afthodization Act for Fiscal Year 2003, As you may know, this section
1equires that you estzblish an additionat 23 Weapons of Mass Destroction Civil Sapport
Teams (WMD-CSTs) and that at Izast one team be located in each state and territory of
the United States, It alse reguires that you subgit to Congress a ygport that inchudes a
schedule far the establishment, manning, equipping, and training of these teams, a budget
estirnate for these new teams, and a discussion of whether the mission of the WMID-CSTs
should be expanded.

A3 Senators representing the 19 stales that curently have part-time WMD-CSTs, we mge
¥Ou to work to ensure that the necessary rescurces to establish, train, and equip the
additional 23 wzams that are required by this Act are made a part of the Administration’s
budget request for fiscal year 2004, We algo ask that you ensure that sufficient funding
and ingreases in Natonal Guard end-strength are included to provide for the additional
506 full-ime National Guard persounsl that will be required to tuan these new teams.
Given the important role that the rrien and women of the National Guard play in our
ongoing missions at horce and abroad, we should ensure that the establishment of these
mmportant tears does not puat at risk full-ime manning ie other vital areas of the Natioual
Guard’s mission. '

There are currently 32 full-tme and 23 pant-time WMD-CSTs across the country. As you -
know, the emerging chemieal, bislogical, and other threats of the 21" century present new
challenges to our military and to local first responders, The WMD-CSTs play a vital role
in assisting Jocal first responders in investgating and combating these new threats. The
September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks emphasize the need w have full-time WMD-CSTs

in each state. Ay the events of that day so clearly and tragically demonstrated, local first
responders are on the front lines of combanng terrorisin and responding to other large-
scale incidents. As we rethink the security needs of our country, we hope fhat you will

ug0g42 /03



Letter to Seoretary Romsield, Page 2

support the creation of the additional 23 fuli-time WMD-CSTs as soon as possible. We
believe that such a transition will improve the overall capability of our states to respond to
poential threats in the future.

We ook forward to reviewing your report, and thank you for your consideration of this

equest.

Sincerely,
Russell D, Feingold Paul S, Sarbanes
United States Senator {Inited Siates Senator
Gordon Smrith paFtthason
United States Senator B aited Statos Senat

Adt Bepr

D{dﬁ Uregg J d'
United States Semator

£y AT

/PP

famds M. Jeffords
{Inited States Senstor ted Sutes Senato




Letter 1o Secretary Rumsfeld, Page 3

Lats 2o,  Mobhead DMGh
atrick 3. Leahy Barbara A. Mikulski

Herb Kobl
Linited Srates Senator

yron
{Inited States Senator United States Senator

el
United States Senator v United States Senator
Toseh1. Lieborman Christopher J. Dodd
United States Serwtor United States Senator
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Congress of the TUnited évtates

THouse of Representatibes
Tlasghington, BL 20515

January 21, 2004

The Honoerable Donald Rumsfeld

Sceretary of Defense T o e
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Decar Scerctary Rumsfeld,

We are writing to express profound concern regarding recent media reports which
sugpgest a pattern of mishandling sexual assault allegations witbin the United States
Armed Forces. We are particularly concerned that some of these cases involved soldiers
deployed in support of Operation Iraqi Frecdom. Failure to adequately respond to sexual
assault reports has the potential to jcopardize the morale of our armed forecs, and
undermine the very values that our country is trying to promote in Iraq: human nights,
respect for women, and the rule of law,

Our greater concern is whether the Department of Dcfense has effective measures
in place to respond to sexual assault allegations in a manner that 1s sensitive to the needs
of victims. Thus, we request a comprehensive review of existing procedures for
investigating and prosccuting sexual assault offenses within the mulitary justiec system.
We also request your assessment of victim care and support programs, with special
cmphasis on how thesc programs arc functioning within Operation Iraqi Freedom and

Operation Enduring Freedom. U .

It is essential that every soldier, sailor, airman and marine [cel comfortahle in
coming forward to report sexual harassment or assault. It is our sense that female service
members face greater difficulties 1n this arca. In too many instances, women have
described a culture within the military that discourages reporting, ignores allegations, and
neglects victims. A recent article in the Denver Post quotes a soldier who was told to
forget an alleged rape and “drive on.” This is unacceptable.

We believe that victims should have prompt access to appropriate medical care
and counscling regardless of where they serve, and that perpetrators of sexual assault
should be swiftly brought to justice. Thousands of women arc deployed in Iraq and the
surrounding region. All are far from family and loved ones; all have chosen the path of
scrvice. These women must know that the military services are uommltted to prolecllng
them from offensive assault.

0S0 01517-04
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As Members of the United States Congress, we are commitied to preserving the
itegnity of our Armed Services, and to cosuning that our servicemen and wormen 2r¢
treated with the utmost dignity and respect. We stand ready o assist you in achieving that
goal, and look forward to your thoughtful and {imely response. Thaok you for your
consideration,

Singcerely,

e et pr———







Congress of the WAnited States
fWashington, DC 20515 oo

February 20, 2004 —

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld B
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to you to express our continued support for the F/A-22 Raptor and RAH-
66 Comanche programs and to register our concern with another proposed review of these
programs.

Two weeks ago, we were pleased to sce the Administration’s commitment to the F/A-22
and Comanche by fully funding both programs in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2005 budgct request to
Congress. The request for these funds sends a strong message that both programs are of vital
importance to the Department of Defense (DoD) and the future of our nation’s military. It also
supports our belief, shared by many officials in your Department, that the F/A-22 and Comanche
will be state-of-the-art, stealthy, tactical aircraft capable of completely transforming the nature of
maodemn combat.

Currently, we are concemed about reports stating that OMB is requesting yet another
study of these programs. We are astounded as this review comcs just months after each program
has been successfully re-reviewed and/or restructured, barely two weeks after the rclcase of the
FY2005 budget request, and just over a year before the Department is scheduled to once again
start preparing its comprehensive Quadrennial Defense Review. It is our understanding that the
study 1s to focus on the extent to which these programs fit into the current DoD transformation
efforts, how well they can fulfill current or future mission requirements, a cost-benefit analysis
of potential altematives to these programs, and whether or not these programs arc mecting their
statcd objcctives. Prior reviews have delivered clear answers to these questions. Each has
concluded that these programs arc vital to the future of our ammed services.

We find the commissioning of yct another such study at this stage trouhling. Both
programs were closely scrutinized during the extensive and comprehensive two-year review of
DOD programs and policies you undertook shortly after heing confirmed Secretary. Fourteen
months ago, the Comanche program was again the target of two similar reviews that led to the
complete restructuring of the program. In his findings the DoD’s Inspector General stated that
recent changes to the Comanche program will "increase the stability of the program.” The F/A-
22 has also been through extensive reviews, program changes/adjustments, and strict
Congrecssional oversight.

The F/A-22 and Comanche remain critical centerpieces of our future national security
capability. They are also key enablers of the military transformation required to ensure air
superiority over the future battle-space and to guarantec that all other assets the military can
bring to bear may be employed and engaged to win the fight. Current operational assets cannot

0SD 04322-04
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be further modified to encompass new stealth technologies, revolutionary new propulsion
systems, or other technologies needed to protect pilots from advanced surface to air missiles and
air defenses. Unlike other programs, current operations in the global war on terror and the
emerging national stratcgy both validate the capabilities these platforms are poiscd to provide.

The 2001 QDR highlighted the need to recapitalize tactical aircraft due to the aging of the
current force structure and the naturc and distrthution of advanced air defense systems. It noted
that on average, the age of Air Force air superiority aircraft now stands at almost 20 years. It
further stated that future adversarics could have the means to render ineffective much of our
current ability to project military power overseas, and that advanced air defense systems could
deny access to hostile airspace to all but low-observable aircraft, aircraft such as the F/A-22 and
Comanche. We could not agree more.

We remain confident that the study of these programs will once again showcase their
important role in scrvice-wide transformation and their success at meeting or cxceeding
established milestones. However, we must question, as you often have, the consequenccs to
programs and their resources that a continuing barrage of such studies represents.

It is critical that this Administration quickly affirm its support for thesc programs to
prevent unwanted actions during the FYO0S budget process that could adversely impact the cost
efficiencies and delay the schedule of these programs.

We appreciate your immediate attention on this important matter and look forward to
working with you to move the Comanche and F/A-22 programs forward in support of the DoD’s
future force. If we can provide additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

MM ; l ) ngcrdy, %
CHRI PAER J. DODD JOSEPH L LIEBERMAN

United States Senate

%%%W

Member of Congrcss

&g z- ’
ROSA L. D AURO B.L N
Membcr of Congress ber of ICSs

cc: Joshua Bolten
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Congress of the Wnited States . .. . .
Washingten, BE 20515

March 24, 2004

The Hororsbie Donald Rumgleld
Secreary

Department of Defense

Room 3E8R0)

The Pentagon, 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

‘We write 1o ¢xpress our deep disappointment with yesterday’s annduncement that the
awarding of the contract for the replacement of the Presidential kelicapter fleet (VXX has been
indefinitely suspended. While we appreciate the importance of 2 robust selection process, we are
comeernped that this decision will have enormousiy negative conseguences for our national
defense and our state. We also request more detailed information about the rnew decision-making
tirpe Hne. Further, as today's news reports indicate, whether intentional or nial, this
announcement suggests that the Admimistration may be putting off this decision unfii after the
clection in srder to avoid criticism if it uitimately awards the VXX contract to & European
consoriium,

A lengthy delay in the VXX prosect will have serions effects on {wo military capabilities
in particadar. The current Presidential helicopter fleet does not have adequate cownter-terronsm
capabilities, z feature that will be included in the now VXX airraft. Additionally, we understand
that new technologies employed in the VX project will be apphied 1o the Air Force’s next
gencration Combat Search and Rescae {CSAR) areraft.

We are also concerned that the impact of this decision on the cconomy of cur siate could
be severe. The Army’s recent decision te caneel the Comanche program may result in the loss of
many jobs at Sikorsky Adrcraft, headguartered in Stratford, Connecticnt, Sikorsky has previously
mdicated to 1s that, should it win this contract, many of these jobs would be reprogrammed {o
the Presidential helicopter fleet project. A lengthy dolzy in the award of this contract will make
this job-preservation strategy much more difficoly, if rot impossible. 1t is therefore imperative
that you guiekly provide us with specific details about the anticipated length of delay in the
cordragt award decision.

0SD 04374-04



Secretary Rumsfeld
Page Two

We are also interested in learning more about the Navy's concom that “the dialogue on
the specifications and the industry strategies needed 1o be cxtended.” Yesterday's decision was
made despite the fact that the Navy has recently completed test Tlights of prototype airerafl from
both major competitors, Additionally, each company has repeatedly affinmed that i1s product 1s
capable of rneeting all specificatians by the schaduled low-rate production tinse. Given the
intense competition for this contract and the fact that proiotype aircrafl became available within
three months of the contract announcersient, we are susprised that the Navy appareotly belisves
that proposals it has received are in geed of significant revision.

Finally, it is also tmportant that you provide to Congress specific information about the
lengih of delay in the contract award decision. The President's Fiscal Year 2005 budget inchudes
a request for $777 million for the development of the new Presidential helicopter fleet. Without
greater clarity regarding the Navy's new timetable, the President’s reguest for VXX funding
cauld be redirested.

‘We undersiand that the decision to postpone this contract award was made by Mike
Wynne, Acting Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics. We
therefore request a mecting with Under Secretary Wynne as soon as possible to discuss the issues
surrounding this decision.

We thank you for your immediate attention to this roguest.

Sincerely,

w W, 2 / OJ‘“* \ M
ROSA L DE CHRISTOPHER DODID
Moember of Congress United States Senator

EPH LEEBERMAN hN LAR&

nited States Senator ember of iﬁangmss

Lot
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conqresy ot the ¢inited Sfates

TWashington, DL 20515
L UTICE OF T
April 28, 2004 e Y OF DLFFNS

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld,

We are writing on behalf of the millions of Americans, including pnivate citizens and
members of the military who live or are serving overseas, to request your assistance on a matter
of great urgency

As you know, the Federal Voting Assistance Program (FVYAP) at the Department of
Defense 1s responsible for helping both military and civilian Americans who reside abroad
exercise their nght to vote by absentee ballot. The FVAP produces the Federal Post Card
Application that overseas Americans use 10 request an absentee ballot.

However, the FYAP is now having trouble producing enough copies of the application
for all the overseas voters. Traditionally, this office provides hundreds of thousands of
applications to expedite the process of obtaining absentee ballots. Apparently, new spending
restrictions or new procedures have prompted the FVAP to only print voting forms in small
batches. In order for applications to be processed in a timely manner, all the forms must be
dismbuted immediately. Mailing small batches of forms over many months is stmply
unworkable.

As we write to you, millions of Americans around the globe are wishing to register for
their absentee ballots. Without access to the Federal Post Card Applications, this process
becomes significantly more difficult, One overseas organization received only a fraction of what
they needed, and they were told that they could only receive 200 forms per request. The FVAP
offered to send CD-ROMs so that voter registration volunteers could print out their own supplies.
The cost of that printing would have to be borne by unpaid volunteers, We do not believe that
voter registration volunteers should have to pay for supplies needed 1o help Americans register to
vote. Furthermore, we have learmed that many U.S. embassies also are running out of voting
supplies, and that some, including in Singapore, which bas a sizable American population, have
already rmun out.

Without the Post Card Applications, it will be harder for Americans living overseas to
exercise their right to vote. Therefore, we respectfully request that you act immediately to print
and distribute the necessary forms so that American citizens, including military personnel, will
be able to vote tn elections this year. We also ask that you ensure that the recently activated
National Guard and Reserves have the forms that they need to obtain an absentee ballot.

0SD 06417-04A
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We are certain thal you agree that as Amernicans are fghting for democracy in Irag, they
should be able to exercise their right to vote in the United States.

Thank vou for your attention i this matter.

Sincerely,
,,.%‘737 {5
CAROLYN B.MALON

N B. LARSON STENY HOVER
Member of Congross Meinber of Congress Member of Congpess

Iy
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(onaress of the United States
Washingion, ¢ 20313

May 7, 2004

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

We are writing to formally request that you instruct the Military Inspector General
of the Department of Defense to supervise the investigation of tortured Iraqi prisoners of
war, and other reported gross violations of the Geneva Convention at Abu Ghraib Prison
in fraq.

The images of brutalized Iraqi Prisoners of War, broadcast throughout the world
by Arab language media outlets, have quite possibly done the most damage to American
credibility, intentions and policies in the Middle East region to date. This horrendous
incident, and the potentially disastrous effect it could have on our ability to foster
stability and security in the region, necessitates an immediate and thorough investigation
conducted by the Inspector General.

Public statements made by General Richard Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, indicate that the Department of Defense is currently conducting several scparate
internal investigations. According to the Inspector General Act of 1978, it is the duty of
the Inspector General to, "give particular regard to the activities of internal audits,
inspections, and investigative units of the military departments with a view towards
avoiding duplication and insuring effective coordination and cooperation.”

Leaked portions of an internal report conducted by Major General Antonio M.
Taguba scveral months ago indicate that, in addition to members of the 372 Military
Police, abuses at Abu Ghraib Prison involved members of the American Intelligence
Community, agencies outside of the Department of Defense and private contractors. Only
the Inspector General has the necessary statutory authority to request assistance and
information from other federal agencies.

In the cvent that you exercise your avthority under the Inspector General Act of
1978 to prevent the Inspector General from initiating an tnvestigation into the incidents at
Abu Ghraib Prison, we ask that you explain your decision in writing to the House
Government Reform Commitiee and the Senate Government Affairs Committee within
30 days.
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Sincerely,
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Chris Bell George Miltet osa DeLauro
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of/(jiongress
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Congress of the United States o
Bashinpton, BC 20515 RIS

January 19, 2008

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeid
Secratary of Deferse

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 2030+-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

As you know, Section 351 of Public Law 108-375, the Fiscal Year 2005 Defense
Authorization Act (MR 4200), provides for reimbursement to troops of family members
for the cost of body armor or other protective, heaith, or safety related eguipment
purchased for use in Afghanistan and irag while this equipment was in shont supply.

We are interested in receiving an update from you or your siaff to discuss the
progress being made in implementing this section of the iaw and in the process you are
deveioping to facilitate these reimbursements as was instructed in the law. As you can
imagine, the irroops and family members who were forced to buy these items at thair
own expense are understandably eager fo be reimbursed for these costs.

Please feet free to contact us directly, or Jonathan Renfrew in Rep, Larson's
office at jon.renfrew@ mai house.gov or 202-225-2265, ar Neal Orringer in Senator
Dodd’s office at neal_orringer@dodd senate.gov or 202-224-2823 10 arrange an update.
Wae Jook forward to working with you {o see that this matter is addressed appropriately
ang expeditipusly,

Respectiuily,

CHRISTOPHER J, DODD HN B. LARSON
Liniled Siates Senate mbuerof Congress
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Mr. Donald Rumsfeid
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington DC, 20301-1000

February 9, 2005

Dear Secretary Rumsield:

Last Sunday’s elections marked a historic milestone for a majorty of the Iragl people,
who have taken conragecus first steps toward seif-governance despile a surgs In viclence
and threats. While we deeply appreciate the contribetions of the Amertcan military in
neaning heavy burden for Iraq’s security, the recent elechion does not change the reality
of an ongoing lnsurgency in Iraq. Given the continued vislence and concerns about the
performance of the Traqi military, we were pleased with the recent deployment of General
Gary Luck to assess the tralmng of security forces ip Irag. As Congress considers a new
S80 billion spending request for Iragq ~ bringing the total aliocated for the war to more
thar 3200 bilkion in the past two years — we belleve Congress would benefit frem General
Luck's findings. Accordingly, we respeetfully urge the Department of Defense to brief
Members of Congress on General Luck’s report and disseminate this information in
writing prior 1o the upcoming appropriations vote.

M. Secretary, as ULS. casnalities in Iraq continue to increase — surpassing 1,400 thas past
ronth —~ the American people deserve to hear the Administraton’s plans for a future U S,
mz‘ljzary presense in Jrag. ‘With the mumber of deployable military uaits stretched thin, it
is incumbent upon the Department of Defense to 1ake every measure io alleviate the
sigaficart burdens placed on the brave men and women in Irag. Currently, American
troops are facing externded ‘ours, severely imited recuperation intervals and shortened
visis home. We¢ have instituted a “back-doer draft” by deploying and maintaining an
exorbitant number of Army Reservists and National Guard in Traq, who now constingte
nearly alf of the total force. While Arerican involvement is vital to Irag's future, we
implore you 1o re-evaluate and reconstitute the strategy for 2 sominued U.S. presence in
Irag.

Since the President declared an end 1o major combat operations, the insurgency has
exponettially increased, with no mdication of subsiding in the aftermath of the election.
According to the Pentagon’s own estimates, the 1umber of insurgents have quadrupled
from at le:ast 5,000 to more than 20,000 in the past year. At the same time, Iragi
intelligence services claim that number has further increased to 200,000, which includes
full and part-time Jghters, as well a5 civilians who aid and abet them, Unfbrtunately,
attacks have continued both on Election Day and beyond, further demonstrating that our
urent military strategy alone wiii not lead to stability and security in Iraq.

6sSD 02859-05



In his State of the Union Address, President Bush pledged that [ragi secunty forzes will
"hecome mare seifreliant and rzke on g’eater security responsibilities,” allowing
Coalition forces to serve increasingly in a "supporting role.” But last week, Lt, Gen,
James 1. Lovelace, Director of Army Operations, affirmed that the Army pians 0
maintain its cwrrent presence of 120,000 woops in Irag untit 2007, The Iraqi gecunty
forces' skill level, Joyalty to the transitional government and willingness to confront
insurgents arg clearly preeminent factors in shaping future U.S, pelicy choices in Iraq.
While Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice recently testified before the Senate Foraign
Relations Comumittee that the current Iraqi security and military forces stand at 120,000
strang, these numbers do not accurately reflect the number of currently-salisted and
capable Iraqi troops. At this erttieal juncture, Congress must be fully informed of Gen.
Luck's findings on the status of Tragt military, security serviees and police.
Mr. Sseretary, America’s mission in Irag must be changed to place an lncreased emphasis
on the truning of Irags rscnuats a5 a means of both stabilizing Iraq and bringing our tréops
home. As we prepare to vote on the additonal $80 nillion funding request, Congress will
nave abdicated ifs responsibility to the American people if we write a blank cheek
without the necessary analysis, insight and information from the Department of Defense,
eperal Luck’s findings are essential to this process, and we Jook forward to youwr
expeditions and delalled response.

Sincerely,
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Congress of the United States
TWHaghington, DE 20515

February 4, 2005 S

The Honorable Donald Rumsfeld
Secretary

U.S. Depariment of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Decar Secretary Rumsfeld,

Recently it was brought to our attention that cnitical vitat statistics are-not-kept forall-
Americans who die outside of the United States. Included in this group are deceased membcrs
of the United States Military, regardless of the way they die.

The normal proccss for collecting vital statistics requires the death certificate of a
deccased individual to be sent to their birth state so they can be matched with the birth certificate
record of the decedent. This ensures that the state’s records indicate that the individual is
deceased and no birth certificates arc distributed for a deceased individual without it being
marked as such. This protects the deccased and their family from identity theft, among other
things. When a person dics outside of the United States, no death certificatc 1s sent to the
dcceased’s hirth state. This results in the individual’s record in their hirth state indicating that
they are alive, despite being dececased.

While we can certainly understand the complications for developing a system for
collecting death certificates issued by foreign governments for Amencans who die overseas, we
believe that the Department of Defense could integrate their system for deecased service men and
women with state vital record offices. It is our understanding that members of the United States
Military who die outside of the United States, including the service men and women who arc
killed in combat and in non-combat situations, do ngt have their death certificates sent to their
birth states and are therefore considered altvg in statg records. Should a request be made for a
hirth certificate, it would not indicate that they are deceased and could be used to as a tool to
steal the deceased identity.

Birth certificates have long been used as the main feeder documents to obtain other forms
of identification, including drivers licenses. Ensuring the proper issuance of birth certificates is a
vital tool in preventing identity theft. It is our concern that this process leaves members of the
United States Military, who die outside of the United States but are listed as alive in their birth
state, susceptible to identity theft. Exacerbating our concemns is the publicity that surrounds the
death of a member of the United Statcs Military. Frequently, the name, address, and family
information is reported in the press for service men and women who die in combat.
Additionally, the average age of the deceased is at a preferred age for identity theft.

0SD 03638-05

PHINTED CW AECYC. F PAPER



We are canfident that yvou share our concem in pratecting deceased seyvice men anid
women and their families from identity thell, In that vein, we ask that the Department of
Defense review their policy of filing death certificates and we a3k for an cxplanation of what the
Drepartment of Defense is doing to prevent identity theft of service men and women who die
outside of the United States.

Additionally, we would appreciate an effort to update the manner in which vital statistics
are kept for deceased service members and to make all effons to maich their death cortificates
with their birth cenificates. As you may know, these birth certificates are collected, preserved,
and protected by the individual states. We are in discussions with the National Association for
Public I{calth Statstics and Information Services (NAPIISIS), an associanon that represents the
vital records offices tn all the 57 jurisdictions i this country, about this issue. NAPHSIS
undersiends the process for electronic data linkages with organizations hke the Department of
Defense and can assist in developing solutions to this problem.

If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact Edward Mills in
Representative Maloney’s office at (2027 225-7944 or Jordan Press in Representative Shays's
office at {202) 225-5541.

Stincerely,

35 /W

CAROLNN B. MALONLEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Congress of the Vnifed Slates
Haghinnton, 8 20515

Mareh 11, 2005 s vren g7 o

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

1006 Deferse Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Rumsfeld:

The congressional delegation of Connecticut has a special appreciation for the unique
relationship between the Naval Submarine Base New London; the Naval Submarine School;
the Naval Undersea Warfare Center at Newport, Rhode Island; and the Electric Boat
Corporation and its many regional subcontractors.

This military-industrial-educational nexus, anchored by Sub Base New London, represents a
aansformational diamond developed over the last 100 years. As you prepare your
recommendation to the 2005 Commission on Base Realignmment and Closure Commission, we
urge you to consider the additional defense value produced by this special convergence of
Armerican expertise, talent and technology.

The Naval Submarire Base New London, “Home of the Submarine Force,” is the core of an
undersea warfare community that has produced many of America’s greatest naval
advancements. Some of these milestones include the design and production of the USS
Naulus ~ the very rst nuclear-powered submarine - and the USE Jimmy Carter, the most
sophisticated warship ever built.

The trend will soon continue through Tango Brave, a cooperative research and development
program to develop a submarine with all the capabilities of a Virginia-class, but at half the
size and price. This transformational platform could ultimately help the Navy afford the
number of submarines it needs.

Such initiatives thrive within the undersea warfare corrunurnity around Sub Base New
London because it is a true center of excellence. Instructors ar the Naval Submarine School
borrow lessons Jearned from the crews of the 16 home-ported attack boats to betrer train the
silent service’s newes: volunteers, All of this interaction takes place both formally and
spontaneously because that is the nature of great Americans with comunon passions and the
blessings of proximity. Itis hard to imagine this level and quality of interplay replicated at
any other US. naval base.

The undersea warfare community partnership also makes good business sense. Next door to
the Sub Base, the Electric Boat Corporation uses its century of experience to maintain
standards of excellence in the design, construction and lifecycle support of submarines for
the11.5. Navy. Its primary operations are the shipyard in Groton (CT), and the automacted
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hull-fabrication and outfitting facility in Quonset Polnt {RI}, with a combined workforee of
more thar 11,000 employees.

On any given day, hundreds of EB employees work within the gates of the Sub Base,
addressing problems at the source. Submariners of all ranks interact with Electric Boat
ernployees to ensure that future designs incorporate every war fighting lesson our sailors
have to offer. This partrership between the highly skilled workers of Electric Boat and the
Navy —the region’s second largest employer —addresses the very special neads of the
submarine corrununity perhaps better than any other local-military partnership in the United
States today.

The defense value of the Naval Submarine Base New London goes well beyond its obvious
tradional military value. The unique base-submarine schoolundersea warfare center-
industrial nexus provides the Navy with a one-of-a-kind American asset—a gold mine for
future transformational developments that will build upon the achievements of the past.

It is for these reasons that we urge you W duly weigh the deferse value of this special
relationship as you consider your recommendations to the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission.

All the best,

Col—.

Joe Lisberman
US. Senator

Member ®f Congress

(e e )

Rosa Del aur
Member of Congress
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Eongress of the United States
Fughington, BL 20515

March 11, 2005

The Honorable Paul Wolfowitz
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1010 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1010

Dear Secretary Wollowitz:

The congressional delegation of Connecticut has a special appreciation for the unique
relationship between the Naval Submarine Base New London; the Naval Submarine School;
the Naval Undersea Warfare Center at Newport, Rhode Island; and the Electric Boat
Corporation and its many regional subcontractors.

This military-industrial-educational nexus, anchored by Sub Base New London, represents a
transformational diamond developed over the last 100 years. As you prepare your
recommendatior: to the 2008 Commission on Base Realignment and Closure Commission, we
urge you to consider the additional defense value produced by this special convergence of
American expertise, talent and technology.

The Naval Submarine Base New London, "Home of the Submarine Force,” is the core of an
undersea warfare comumunity that has produced many of America’s greatest naval
advancements. Some of these milestones include the design and production of the USS
Nautilus - the very first nuclear-powered submarine - and the USS Jimmy Carter, the most
sophisticated warship ever built.

The trend will soon continue through Tango Bravo, a cooperative research and development
program to develop a submarine with all the capabilities of a Virginia-class, but at half the
size and price. This transformational plattorm could ultimately help the Navy afford the
rumber of submarines it needs.

Such initiatives thrive within the undersea warfare community around Sub Base New
London because it is a true center of excellence. Instructors at the Naval Submarine School
borrow lessons learned from the crews of the 16 home-ported attack boats to better train the
silent service’s newest volunteers. All of this interaction takes place both formally and
spontaneously because that is the nature of great Americans with common passions and the
blessings of proximity. It is hard to imagine this level and quality of interplay replicated at
any other U5, naval base.

The undersea warfare community partnership also makes good business sense. Next door to
the Sub Base, the Electric Boat Corporation uses its century of experience to maintain
standards of excellence in the design, construction and lifecycle support of submarines for
the US. Navy. Its primary operations are the shipvard in Groton {CT), and the automated
DSD 0525505
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hull-fabrication and cutfitting facility in Quonset Point (R1), with a combined workforce of
more than 11,000 employees.

On any given day, hundreds of EB employees work within the gates of the Sub Base,
addressing problerns at the source. Submariners of all ranks interact with Electric Boat
employees to ensure that future designs incorporate every war fighting lesson our sailors
have to offer, This parinership between the highly skilled workers of Electric Boat and the
Navy — the region’s second largest employer —addresses the very special needs of the
subrmarine commurnity perhaps better than any other local-military partnership in the United
States today.

The defense value of the Naval Submarine Base New London goes well beyond its cbvious
traditional military value. The unique base-submarine scheol-undersea warfare center-
industrial nexus provides the Navy with a one-of-a-kind American asset—a gold mine for
future transformational developments that will build npon the achievements of the past.

It is for these reasons that we urge you o duly weigh the deferse value of this special
relationship as you consider your recommendations to the Base Realignment and Closure
Commission.

All the best,

UM

Chris Dodd ’ Toe Lzebermazz
st U5, Senator

Member 0! Cx:‘mgress

G QA

Nang - Rosa DelLauro
Mcmber—:r of angress Member of Congress
r50m i

ber of Congress



Eongress of the Wnited States

Blaghingten, BE 20515
Mugch 3, 2006
The Henorable Densid 1B, Rumsfeld
Secretary
Departont of Delense
Room 3E880

The Pentagon, 2034611000
Drear Mir. Seerstary:

We wiile to express our concern about A resent deployment involving the First
Infantey Division of the Amy's 102 Battalion. This division includes 300 menobers of
the Connecticut MNatiocnal Guerd who were mobilized and reporied to Fort Bragg for
maining cariier this month.

Several membess of the Conmecticut National Guard have informed our offices
that, wpon arriving at Fort Bragg, the unit was issued older M-16 A% model weaponry
ruther than the more cugrent M4 oaihine. Tt is our understanding that the Connecticit
Goardsmen initiated a requast For moore modymm equipment trough thar appropriate
chairt of command, but thai this request waos denfed, Thess soldiers helteve fhat the Ad
model i3 insuffivient for the sonvay operstions that they will undertake when they are
st to Afghanisten, a deplovmant tal they expact o ndour Jater this month. We ste
informed thit the zmaller M4 carbing, with s smafler barre! and collapsable stock, is a
supmior waapon for such eperstions.

We also understand that the unit has been provsded with PAG-4 mfrared spotting
lssers, vather they the more advance PEQ2. The PEG-2 has enhanced capabilitios thit
alfow soldiers 0 better see snd aim 3¢ potential targets duting sigittime aperations.

We are deeply conceimied about the possibility that onr soldices could deplovtoa
thester of war withou! the best poszible cquipment that cur nation can provide. Indead,
we have besn {oid that the reagon that these soldiers ars not recetving the M4 and PEQ-2
is that there are insufficient supplies available rather than that the M16 Ad and PAQ-{ a2
effective replacements Tor the more modern equipment 1F this is actusily the case, it iy
tantamound to & soncession that US. roops are being equipped with suboptimal firearmy
becnuse thers 1§ 4 shortage of prefevable equiptent,

0S80 p35¢8-Cé




Secretary Rumsfeld
Page Two
March 3, 2006

While it 1s occasionally reported that our National Guard troops receive lesser
equipment for fraining purposes than do Active Duty forves, the idea that our National
Guardsmen could receive inferior equipment for missions that often involve combat is
cutrageous. Our staffs already have requested & formal investigation of this matter, s
request that was made through the National Guard Bureau’s [egislative affairs
department. However, we believe that this matter needs your immediate, personat
attention so that it may be quickly resoived.

Thank you for your attention to this request. We look forward {o hearing from
you

Sincerely, @Q—
ROSA L. DELAURD CHRISTOPHER DODD

Member of Congress United States Senator
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Congress of the United Dtates
MWashington, DY 20515

May 16, 2007

The Honerable Robert M. Giates
Secretary

United States Department of Detense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to request your support for a proposed two day seminar to assist Connecticut aerospace-
related companies with [heir understanding and compliance with 1J.8, expart licensing and control
requirements. The seminar is scheduled for August 28 and 29, 2007 at the Foxwoods Resort in
Connecticut.

Three national seminars have been held in Connecticut — in May 1990, September 2000, and June 2006.
In all three cases, their success was atiributable to the participation of licensing officers from the U.S.
Departments of State, Commerce, and Defense. We hope that you will again authorize the participation
of the State Department licensing officers from the Defense Technology Security Administration.

Companies from across Connecticut and the nation have attended previous seminars, because of the
importam opportunity to meet face-to-face with licensing officers on regulations and procedures. There
are an estimated 300 manufacturers in Connecticut in acrospace and related technologies, end fimms from
this sector have indicated a strong interest in another seminar.

Seminar topics in the past have included Jurisdiction and Classification; Munitions List Licensing;
Airframe Licensing; Country Policies; Repair Facilities; Sub-system Licensing; Navigation and
Communications; Inertial Systerns; Fogines; Airframes; Re-exports; and Technology Trensfer.

Co-sponsors of the event include the Connecticul Distrct Expori Council {CT DEC), the Connecticut
Department of Economic & Community Development, and the Middletown U.S. Export Assistance
Center of the U.S. Department of Cornmerce. The CT DEC will handle all registration fees, hotel and
meeting space arrangements, and will coordinate with the other two organizatioms on speaker and event
logistics.

We appreciate your time in considering this request and your assistance in providing the appropriate staff
from the Defense Technology Security Administration to attend. If members of your staff have any
questions, please do not hesitate 1o have them contact Jason Gross, Chief of Staff for Representative
Courtney (202-225-2076), or Frank Rowe with Senator Lieberman’s staff (860-549-8463).

Sincerely,

L.

Joseph D. Courtney
hited States Senator Member of Congress
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@Congress of the Anited States
Hashingion, 8E 20515

January 24, 2008

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are concérned about the Department of Defense’s efforts to protect Americans employed by
govemment contractars in lraq from viclent crime and to ensure the needs of victims are met.
DoD employees who commit crimes are accountable for those crimes under .S, law,

American citizen Jamie Leigh Jones, while employed in Baghdad by KBR, a former subsidiary
of Halliburton, alleged that she was assauited and gang raped by fellow emplovees. ARerwards,
Army doctors performed a medical examination on Ms. Jones. However, the results of the rape
kit were turned over to KBR, Ms. Jones” employer. Portions of the rape kit are now missing.
According 1o Ms. Jones, she was then held captive under armed guard for 24 hours without food
or water. State Department agents in the US Embassy at Baghdad facilitated Ms. Jones® release.

in another case, American citizen Tracy Barker, while employed by KBR, alleged that she was
sexually assauited by a State Department etployee. Her aileged assaulter continues o work for
the State Department today.

Unfortunately. these are not isolated incidents. Many other women have reported sexual assault
and harassment while working for government contractors. Ms. Jones and Ms, Barker’s
harrowing experiences prompt us to pose questions regarding the DoD’s overall efforts to
address crimes against individuals in similar situations.

Prevention and Assistance

How does the Dol assist American civilians living and working in Iraq who are victims of
crime? Does the DoD include iangusge in contracts requiring contractors to ensure their
employees live and work in non-hostile/non-violent environments? Do¢s the DoD provide
government contracted employees with sexual assault and sexual harassment training? if so,
how and when is this training impiemented? Does the DoD provide such employees — American
citizens — with information regarding their rights as crime victims? Does the DoD have available
resources for dealing with the afiermath of victimization?

Investigations
What is the DoD’s protoco! on rape and sexual assault investigations of government contract

employees abroad? Does the DoD send information regarding allegations of sexual assault to the
Department of Justice for possible criminal investigations? Who provides the forensic
examinalions and what is the protocol to ensure that the exams and evidence are appropriately
maintained and a chain of custody is in place?
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Accountability

What types of control and enforcement power does the Dol have over civilian contracting
companies when their employees commit violent crimes? What is the procedure for receiving
complaints from American civilian contractors? If a complaint is received, what cepercussions
exist, including contractual repercussions, for the contracting compuany? Have there been any
contractual repercussions for KBR following Ms. Jones' accusations? What was the rationale of
the Army Doetor that turned Ms. Jones’ rape kit to KBR? Whao is responsible for receiving rape
kits tumed over by Army doctors? After receiving a rape kit, who safeguards it and ensures that
the chain of custody is not tampereg?

Wt peiw«:s exist for addressing American civilian contraciors, who are alleped or acgused of
committing crimes while in Irag? What safety mechanisms are pat in place after 8 report of
sexual assault o ensure the safety of the victim and other potential victims? Are the alleged
offenders removed from their position? Are contractors required 1o terminate the employwment of
alieged offenders of violens ¢rime during investigations?

Renorting

Does the Do) collect data on the number of reported cases of sexual assauit and otber violent
crimes among American civilian contraciors or government contracted ermployees? ifso, how is
that data collected and where is that data published?

Victims of crime perpetrated by employees of taxpayer funded government contracts in Irag
deserve the same standard of treatment they have a right to at home. We hope the DoD is
working 1o prevent crime, protect victims, and hold contract employees accountable. Thank you
for your congideration, Because of the urgent nature of this matier, we request a response by
Fehruary 24, 2008,
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Congress of the Enited States
Fouse of Representanibes
Mashington, BE 20513

February 8, 2008
The Hanorable Robert M. Gatos,
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Peatagon, Room 1ERS0
Wasghington D.C. 20301
Doar Secretary Gates:

We Wwrite 10 exprass aur cOncent over recent issuas with regard 16 the VH-7]
prasidential helicopter program and vrge you to re-compete the confract. In short, the
program sesms to be serioualy over budget, significamly delayed and sill the wrong
choice 15 be flying the 1.5, President.

It is our understanding that the VH-71 program cost has increased by over fiRy
percent from $6.1 billion to nearly $11 billion. Costs for increment 1T alone have been
reported o have increased from §1 10 $2 billion. Such increasss strain congressional
patience with the whole Department of Defense acquisition process, let alone this specific
program. We would like to know how any program’s initial cost estimate can increase so
much after only two years.

We suspect that the answer 1o the abave question is linked to the nearly 2,000
requirements changes 1o the program since the original competition resulting in a current
platform that no longer reserables the otiginal contract award. The modifications being
made to extend the iength of the tail section, in addition to those being done to the rotor,
will ereate an avrcraft that in no way resembles what was originally bid. Moreaver, if
these requirements were included in the mitial cotnpetition, there is no doubt that nther
companics wonld have meodified their proposals making themn potentially more atractive
than the curtent winner. Finally, the winning team has promised to assemble most of
these airceafl in the United States - a promise we believe they will not keep.

Accordingly, it has become sufficiently evident that the Depaniment of Defense
made a mistake ia choosing a foreign helicopter to fy the ULS, president and the time has
came to corect it. We must keep confidence in this program, which Jast year saw a $300
miflion ¢t in funding. Now is the nme to re-corpats this “new’ platform and find a
winner who can deliver it on-time and on-budget, and do so with American workers.
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Sincerely,

A)wa.,/ Dc*&m v

ROSA L. DELAURO
Member of Congress

J Mmmt:er ef Congress

OGN B TARSON IV ¢
Member of Congress Mexaber of Congress

Member of Caﬁgms

Mervber of Congress



@ongress of the United States
Mashington, AC 20515

March 3, 2008
The Honorable Robert Gates The Honorable James Peake
Secretary of Defense ' Secretary of Veterans Affairs
1000 Defense Pentagon 810 New Hampshire Avenue
Washington, DC 20301-1000 Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Peake:

We write today to urge the Departments of Defense and Veterans Affairs to include
communication with State Veterans’ Affairs Departments in the seamless transition of
service members to both their communities and to veteran status.

We are concerned about the lack of timely information available to State Veterans’
Affairs Departments about wounded service members who retum home awaiting, or
following, medical separation from the military. In Connecticut, we have heard all too
often that the DD214 form used to transmit the contact information of a separated service
member to a State Veterans® Affairs department takes several months or more after the
service member’s return to his or her state of residence.

As a result, state veterans affairs officials have been forced to track down returning
wounded service members and veterans through unreliable methods such as culling
media reports and word of mouth. In Connecticut, for example, the State Veterans
Affairs Commissioner has received timely information about the return of wounded
service members throngh a grassroots effort relying on a hotline or news clips.

As veterans continue to face delays and frustrations in the medical separation process,
many state veterans affairs departments are in a unique position to provide services,
benefits and support to our wounded warriors at the critical time before Federal
assistance is often available; however, they have been unable to reliably offer resources
to wounded service members because they do not know when these individuals are
retuming home and where they can be contacted.

Therefore, we call your attention to Section 1614 of the Fiscal Year 2008 National
Defense Anthorization Act (PL 110-181) directing the Secretaries of Defense and
Veterans Affairs to jointly develop and implement processes, procedures and standards
for the transition of recovering service members by July 1, 2008. We were both proud to
have worked with our colleagues to insert language in our chambers’ respective versions
of the Defense Authorization bill that moved this issue forward, and as a resuli, Section
1614 of the final bill states that the new transition policy will include, among other
factors:

“Procedures to ensure that, with the consent of the recovering service member
concerned, the address and contact information of the service member is
transmitted to the department or agency for veterans affairs of the State in which

OSD 0341
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Secretary Gates & Peake
March 3, 2008
Page 2

the service member intends to reside after the retirement or separation of the
service member from the Armed Forces.”

As you begin to design the new Department of Defense -Veterans Administration
transition process, which includes the components outlined in Fiscal Year 2008 National
Defense Authorization Act (PL 110-181), we urge you to develop timely and robust
methods of communication with State Veterans Departments, who are poised to assist
returning wounded service members. We are very interested in how your respective
departments plan to incorporate these resources into the transition process as outlined in
the law, and would ask that your representatives meet with our staff, Purva Rawal
(Senator Lieberman) at Purva_Rawal@L icberman.Senate.gov and Neil McKieman
(Representative Courtney) at Neil. Mckieman(@mai.house.gov, to discuss further.

Thank you for your dedication to our men and women in uniformm. We look forward to
hearing from you.

Sincerely,

bt~ b ot

OSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN JOE CO
United States Senator Member of Congress
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Tongress of the Vnited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 21, 2008
The Honotable Robert M. CGetes
Secretary
Unliad Staes Dopartosent of Delmse
1000 Defiense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Scceetary Gates:
Wemmmmﬁmwkawmwmmma%mgwmmm

companiss with teir understanding woliance with 1.5 export Hornsing and control vegquirements “The seavinar
mmm&mwﬁwzmmxwrmmmwmm :

Four zational serinars have been held in Connerticut — in May 1990, Sepnecnber 2000, June 2005 and August 2007,
In all four cases, their success was attrbutable o the paticipation of liseming officers from the U.S. Departments of
State, Commerce, wd Defense. We hope tit veas will again authorize the participation of the Defense Department
licensing officers fom the Defbnse Technology Security Adminmisiraton.

Companbes from aeross Connecticor and the nation bave attended previous seminars, becanse of the knportant
OppRIrTUNIY 10 rwet face-to-Tace with licansing officers on regulations and procedures, Thare are xn extimated 300
manufsctrzrs in Conoaction in xervepuce and related technologios, and firms from this sector have: indicaled a sirong
irverest in soother seminay,

Seminar 1apics in the past have inchaded Jurisdiction and Classification; Munitians List Licensing; Airframe Licensing;
Country Policies; Repelr Facilivies; Subeysies Licensing, Navigation and Commamications; Inertial Systomx; Engines;
Adrfrarmes; Resexports; sod Technalogy Trensfor.

Ca-sponsors of the eveni include the Commectiout District Export Commneil (CY DEC), the Comectiont Depantment of
Economis & Community Devalopment, snd the Middleswn U 8. Expont Assistmrce Center of the ULS. Department of
ibmawm&1%&€¥ﬁﬁﬁs&ﬁ&wﬁhsﬁu&n&n&a&n;h&ﬁgﬁnm&mggmuvﬁvm; s, and will cootdinate

Wemmwﬁmkmmmmmmdwm:n ropwims stalt fom the
Defense Technolagy Seairity Administration to dtterd. Knmmhmuﬁymw&ﬁfﬁwe&gqmﬁkm&pkueécnm
hesitare t have e contot Jason Gross, Ctief of Stef for Repscseatative Courtney {202.325-2076), ot Frank Rowe
with Seurtor Lisherman’s staf¥ (560 345.8453). '

Bincerely,

Joseph |, Liekerman " Joseph D, C

United States Senibor \ﬁmma@fcmumm

OSD 04119-08
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@Congress of the United States
Hashington, BE 20515

June 2, 2008

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write today to request information on the status of an alternate proposal (PT074459)
of the Department of Defense Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder/Traumatic Brain Injury
(PTSD/TBI) Research Programs PTSD Multidisciplinary research consortium award.

As you may know, earlier this year the “Consortium for the Translational Neuroscience and
Treatment of Stress in PTSD,” led by researchers at Yale University and other sites across
the country, was sclected as an alternate proposal in efforts to expand the Department of
Defense’s knowledge and understanding of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).
Among other goals, this proposal would have created the first so-called “brain bank™
from which brain tissue of those affected by PTSD and Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI)
could be studied so that we can expand our knowledge of the impact of both on the
human brain. Although selected as an alternate, the proposal reccived an "outstanding”
scientific rating of 1.3 (range 1-5, with [ a perfect application).

In notifying the consortium of their selection as an altemnate, the Departrment of Defense
made clear that the project could only be supported if “funds become available.” To this
end, we would like to inquire as to the future of the DoD PTSD research initiative. In
particular, as an "alternate” with such an outstanding scientific evaluation, does the DOD
have any plans to fund this application within existing funds? And, if not, what steps
must be taken to support the initiation of DOD’s support for this project?

We know you share our deep concem with the treatment of PTSD and TBI for our
servicemembers serving in, and returning from, Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring
Freedom. We believe that proposals like this can greatly expand our limited
understanding of these challenges and strongly urge DOD’s support for this project.

Thank you for your consideration of this request and we look forward to hearing from
you. Your staff may follow up our staff Dan Zeitlin (DeLauro) at (202) 225-3661 or Neil
McKieman (Courtney) at (202) 225-2076 to discuss this matter. For reference, we have
included DOD’s initial notification letter.

Sincerely,
ﬂ [ Delavr <o
ROSA DeLAURO JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress

. SD 07599-
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Conqress of the Enited States
Yousge of Representatives
WWashington, DC 20513

February 11, 2009

The Honorable Donald C. Winter
Secretary of the Navy

1000 Navy Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20350-1000)

Dear Secretary Winter:

We write to express our cuncemn rezarding the significant cost overruns associated
with the VH-71 Presidential Helicopter Replacement Progtam. As you know, the
Department of Defense announced that the total acquisition cost is projected to increase
frem $6.5 billion to S11.2 billion, raising the cost per helicopter by S0 percent above the
original estimate, We respectfutly request detailed information on this recent Nunn-
McCurdy breach, including vanious options to modify or re-open the contract for bidding,
as mandated in the FY2009 National Defense Authorization Act (P.L. 110-417).

e arg very supportive of she Defense Department’s initiative to ensure that
programs are held accountable to their projected budqets and timelines. Secretary Gates
speaifically mentioned the VH-71 a3 a “big ticket™ item experiencing contract or program
pertormance probiems. Likewisc, President Obama noted that the program’s cost
r;prcscnts “a lot of money. even for Washington,” and promised to “take a close look at

,” identifying this program as emblematic © Dfsorm. of the systematic problems we have
in Penlaaon procurement.”

As you know, Lockheed Martin was awarded the contract without any experience
building helicopters, winning the contract over the incumbenr contractot, Sikorsky.
Sikorsky has mam:factured Marine One since President Fisenhower first utilized
helwopters tor presidential mansport in the 1930s, The company fulfilled these contracts
without exeeeding the projected budget or failing to meet required timelines and
mifestones.  Sikorsky is a tested and proven prime contractor for the Marine One fleet.

In addition. Sikorsky maintains the mast strinpent security requirements for its Marine
One aircraft and factlittes, With minimal reliance on foreign components and designs,

We therefore respectfully request a thorough report, coupled with a briefing, on
the development plans for this program, including an analysis of the potential advantages
of either re-openine the contract for bidding or requiring split-production between
Lockheed Martin and the incumbent contractor. We believe that such an analysis of
alternatives will prasent a clear gption for the Department of Defense to evenrually
develop Manne One airerafl on lhme yid on budget.
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We thank you in advance for keeping us appriscd of the Navy’s decision-making
pracess and look forward to receiving a detailed report, as well as a briefing on the
matter, as soon as possible. Like you, we believe that there are few more sensitive and
mare important national security concerns than the safe transport of our nation's chief
executive. When the President travels on this aircreft, it becomes a critical information
node, with vital data coming in, and the most important decisions being meted out. We
hope that you will provide us with a workable plan for delivering the highest quality

atrcrafl with the highest security standards. Our President and our nation deserve no less.

If you have any questions reparding this or any other issue, please do not hesitate
to contact us or our staff: Lindsay George of Senator Dodd's office at (202) 224-1730 or
Dan Zeitlin of Representative DeLauro's office at (202) 225-3661. Thank you for vour
consideration.

Sincerely,
‘ Q
aéjg, =S ﬁa L Df{-‘-‘-"(

CHRISTOPHER 1. DODD ROSA L. DeLAURO
(United States Serator United States Representative
> 6 \L—L
i Rt |
JOHN B, LARSON JOE COURTNEY
nited States Representative United States Representative

4'/1
CHRISTOPHER S. MYRPHY

United States Representative

AMES A HIMES
rited Stales Representative

Ce: The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Delense

The Honorable John Young
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics

Mr. Scan . Srackley
Assistan: Secretary of the Navy for Research. Developmant & Acquisition
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Congregs of the Enited States

aghington, BE 20510
May 6, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates,

As Congress awaits the submission of the President’s Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for
the Department of Defense, we write to share our strong and unwavering support for the
Air National Guard {ANG) units in our states that lost their flying missions through
BRAC 2005.

As you know, the last BRAC round made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft
within the ANG. In our six states, many units lost their flying missions — ranging from
A-10s, C-130Js, and F-l16s — with some losing the only flying mission stationed
permanently in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower,
readiness and relevance of our ANG units and their continued ability to meet their state
and federal duties.

The ANG not only serves our nation as we ask them to support operations in Iraq and
Afghanistan and around the world, but they alsa serve the local state missions. Without a
permarent flying mission within the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and
experience our airmen provide. With the immense capability the ANG provides to our
nation, we must not jeopardize the investment we’ve made in the ANG personnel forces.

According (o the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequemt
planning by the Air Force and Natianal Guard Bureau, our six states are each expected to
receive the C-27J Joint Cargo Aircraft (JCA). While we welcame the assignment of a
permanent flying mission to our states, we are concerned that continued debate about the
arganization and control of the JCA program could place the future of our ANG units at
risk. We believe it is important to firmly resolve the “roles and missions” debate with
regards to intra-theater lift, and move forward with a program ¢hat meets the needs of
ANG states impacted in BRAC while alsa addressing the capability gap faced by our
warfighters,

This is a pivetal year for our Air National Guard. To this end, we look forward to the
Department’s strong support for the allocation of permanent flying missions to our
states as part of the upcoming submissior of the 2010 defense budget.

As always, we thank you for your service to our nation and look forward to continuing to
work with you to support our men and women in uniform.

i OSD 05298-09
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Eongress of the Tnited Hiates
Bouge of Representativey
AMackington, DY 20515

June 15, 2009

The Honorable Robert M, Gates

Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon, Room 15880

Washington D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write to applaud your dectsion to terminate the troubled VH-71 presidential
helicopter seplacement program. A. progeam that does not meet requirements in terms of
capability and schedule, and is twice the original cost after only fours years, is a program
that should be canceled if we are gaing to keep defonse programs sccountable for their
projected budgets and timefines,

Nevertheless, we do have serious concems over the sunk gosts of the program.
Projecied o be pearly $3.2 billion, this cost represents a real investment by the taxpayer
that should not t0 be ignored. We believe It would be prudent to move forward with the
program tn 2 way that does pot waste this substantisl taxpayer invastment.

One solution might be to award the contract to the only other qualified
compelitor, Sikorsky's H-92 helicopter, and team Sikorsky with the incumbent systemns
integrator, Lockheed Martin. As you know, Sikorsky, the prime coniractor for the
Marine One since the 19503, has fuilfilled its conwracis on time and on budget This
solution offers the dual benefit of “saving™ some of the previously sunk costs, particularly
jobs in both New York and Maryland, and creating additonal American jobs by having
those sircrafl manufactured in the United States. At a time of severe econormic orisis, this
solution seems ideal.

You correctly identified the need to tenminate a program with costs that grew
from an estimated $6.5 hillion 10 gver $13 hillion, but also made clear that there is 8 need
1o develop a follow on option. It i3 our understanding that the Sikorsky H-91 is currently
gualified to meet the mission requirements and is currently more “fail.safe” than the VH-
71 Increment | airerafi, By teaming Sikorsky with Lockheed Martin, the Navy can
develop 2 helicopter that can safely transport the president while not only providing the
best value for the taxpayer, but alse maintaining and creating American jobs.

Thank you for the consideration of this request and we look forward o your
rESPONSE,

Sincerely,

Mm of Congress
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JOE COURTNEY l CARISAOPHER S, MPRPHY

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Ce:  The Honorable Raymond Mabus
Sccretary of the Navy

The Honorsble Ashtop B. Carter
Under Secrerary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics



@ongress of the United States
Washington, D 20515

March 2, 2010

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We are writing in our capacity as members of the Military Family Caucus to express our concemn
with the sudden suspension of the Military Spouse Career Advancement Accouni (MyCAA).
Authorized in 2009 in the National Defense Authorization Act, this program provides critical
support to military spouses allowing themn to pursue portable careers in high demand, high
growth occupations. We are seeking your help to better understand the basis for this “pause,”
how long the “pause™ will be in effect, and the impact it will have on spouses.

While military spouses ofien would like to follow a traditional education path, their litestyles
prevent them from doing so. Many access online courses as opposed to enrolling in semester
long “in-person” courses to better suit their family needs. The MyCAA provides the critical
support that these military spouses need to succeed in school and in their careers.

We have heard from military spouses who are directly iinpacted by this program termination.
They explain that a disruption in funding may cause many of them to miss a final term or delay
the completion of their degrees — possibly without the apportunity to finish once they are
relocated. Many military spouses have planned their careers and lives around the assumption
that this program would continue without interruption.

The sudden abatement of this program has significantly impacted an overwhelming number of
spouses - preventing them from moving forward with their lives. To our knowledge, the
Department of Defense has yet to fill this gap or provide any detailed information as to when this
program will resume. With 133,000 military spouses participating in this program, we are
concerned with the practical impact of this “pause™.

The MyCAA program not only provides training and benefits, but gives military spouses much
necded confidence that they are contributors to their families’ needs. Halting this program
without notice is not the way to support those who sacrifice so much to make our military what it
is today, We look forward to your response and are hopeful that the program is up and running

Very soon.

Sincerely,

Cathy McMorris Rodgers
Member of Congress
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Congress of the Hnited States
f8ashingten, B 20515

March 26, 2010

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We are writing 10 express our full support for the current KC-X Air Refueling Tanker
Program acquisition timeline. Eight years of delay, not lo mention tens of millions of
1axpayer dollars spent on previous attempis, has left the U.S. Air Force in dire need of
replacing the half a century old KC-135. We are seeking your commitment that the
acquisition will remain on schedule.

We recognize that the KC-X acquisition program is ihe subject of intense interest.
However, the need for new 1ankers s long overdue. The request for proposal and its
corresponding timeline released in February specified a 75 day deadline. We believe
another delay could cost tax payers several million additional dollars — money that could
be spent 1o construct the planes. We are excited about the prospects of a new tanker fleet
and its contributions to future joint operations.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to be in contact with our offices.
We look forward to your response,

Sincerely,

/,e_ /M%

Cathy McMorris Rodgers Agém Smith
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ay Inslee Tédd Tiahrt
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rick Larsen Joe Courtney l
Member of Congress Member of Congress :
FANTED Ot AECYCLED PAPLIR QsD 03_71_ -10

< WNBITERTER II\HII\IHI



Lennis Moore . Donald Manzullo /
S

Member of Congress Member-of Congre:

Jerry Moran

Member of Congress Member of Congress

2& ol )cdeuw\r

Rosa L. DeLauro Thinas J. Rooney

Member of Congress Member of Congress ,
Doc Hastings / .
Member of Congress

n B. Larson
ember of Congress




Mnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June 17, 2010

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We write to thank you for your continued support of the Joint Surveillance Target

Attack Radar System (Joint STARS) and share our concern about the future of this
critical program.

Our Joint STARS fleet has provided indispensible intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance support to those serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. In particular, its wide-
area ground surveillance radar has enhanced the ability of our warfighters to track and
engage insurgents and improvised explosive devices. We are concerned that, despite
the unique contributions of Joint STARS to the fight, the Air Force has acted in ways
that are contrary to Congressional and Office of the Secretary of Defense (OSD)
direction with respect to this program.

‘Last September, Under Secretary of Defense Ashton Carter issued an
Acquisition Decision Memorandum {ADM) directing the Air Force to immediately identify
and obligate funds to develop, test, and procure the initial increment of shipsets for re-
engining the Joint STARS fleet. The intent of this ADM was clearly that the Air Force
should immediately obligate previously appropriated funds from fiscal years 2007, 2008,
and 2009 to accomplish this effort. Unfortunately, the Air Force failed to do so. We are
also very concerned that although Congress provided sufficient funding in FY10 to avoid
a costly and unnecéssary break in production, the Air Foree decided early this year not
to procure any shipsets for operational aircraft until FY113

These decisions by the Air Force clearly violated Section 135 of the National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2010, which directed that the
“Secretary of the Air Force may not take any action that would adversely impact the
pace of execution of the program to replace the engines of Joint STARS aircraft” before
submitting a report to Congress describing the optimum path forward for the re-engining
program and madernizing the Joint STARS fleet. Although this report was submitted to
Congress in May of this year, these Air Force actions and omissions with respect to the
re-engining effort pre-date its submission. These decisions will create inefficiencies in
the production of the JT-8D engines to be procured under the re-engining program
resulting in higher costs for future shipsets.

In light of these developments, we 'request that you direct the Air Force to follow
your staff's directions with regard to Joint STARS re-engining and to execute the FY10

OSD 07724-10
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- appropriation in a way that prevents a costly break in production for the re-engining
. effort. We also request that you include funding in the fiscal year 2012 budget request
for additional operational engine shipsets.

Doing so will preserve the re-engining effort pending the completion of the Air
Force's Joint STARS Mission Area Analysis of Alternatives which will provide
recommendations for how the Air Force will meet these requirements over the long

term.
,r'
We thank you as always for your continued service, and look forward to your
response,
. Sincerely,
oseph |. Lieberman Saxby £hanbliss
UNITED STATES SENATOR UNITHD STATES SENATOR
M‘ﬁvl' M
Christopher J. Dodd Jgfmes M. Inhofe
UNITES STATES SENATOR NITES STATES SENATOR
MW / [}
g&”’ . ?" 7 -
Bill Nelson Gedrge S. LeMieux
UNITES STATES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATOR
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% % David Vitter
UNITES'STHTES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATOR
Kay'R. Hagan ‘ Richard Burr

UNITES STATES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATCR

A




UNITES STATES SENATOR ' UNITES STATES SENATOR

y Isakson
UNITES STATES SENATOR



Anited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
June 24, 2010

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We write to express our suppoit for the President's budget request for additionat non-
dual status technicians for the National Guard. Specifically, the Department of Defense
budget request for fiscal year 2011 inciudes an increase on the statutory limit on non-dual
status technicians for the Amy National Guard from 1,600 to 2,520.

it is our understanding that an increase in non-dual status technicians in the National
Guard is required because our National Guard has transformed over the last two decades
from a rarely-deployed strategic reserve to a frequently deployed operational force. The
frequent deployments of dual status technicians, who both serve as citizen-soldiers and
civilian employees of the National Guard, has affected the National Guard’s ability to support
critical on-going functions in each of our states. This provision of the President’s budget
request was intended to remedy this situation and ease the strain on our Guardsmen by
allowing the hiring of additional non-dual status technicians, or permanent civilian employees
who do not deploy.

As you may know, the House and Senate Armed Services Committees have so far
diverged in their treatment of this issue. Although the House bill, H.R. 5136, increased the
limit to 2,520, the Senate Armed Services Committee (SASC) did not take similar action
when marking up its biil, S. 3454. The SASC bill would provide you new authority to
temporarily hire civilian employees to fill vacancies caused by deployments, but the
Committee deferred taking further action on this issue pending the receipt of a report on the
fopic mandated by Sectlon 417 of the National Defense Autho-nzatlm Act for FY10 (Public
Law 111-84).

In anticipation of full Senate's consideration of the bill and the eventual Conference
Committee to resolve differences between the House and Senate versions, we ask that you
ensure that the report required by Section 417 of the NDAA for FY10 is submitted to the
House and Serate Armed Services Committees in a timely manner. We believe that it is
important for the National Guard to be adequately manned, and hope that this report will set
for the clear reasons for why the requested level of 2,520 non-dual status technicians will
meet that critical goal.
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We thank you for your attention to this request and for your continued
service.

Sincerely, /
A
ﬂ ph |. Li€berman co%n

BNITED STATES SENATOR UNITED STATES SENATOR

Patrick J. Leahy i Christopher S. Bond

UNITES STATES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATOR

Rokert,C. By - Saxbl £hdmbliss

UNITES S S SENATOR . UNITES JrATES SENATOR
@ara Boxer : Lisa Murkowski

UNITES STATES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATOR .
MLA M /@“ I:- %‘b*'

Christopher J. Dodd Robert F. Bennett

UNITES STATES SENATOR , UNITES STATES SENATOR
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Charles E. Schumer é éhuck Grassley

UNITES STATES SENATOR - UNITES STATES SENATOR

o

UNITES STATES SENATOR




John D. Rockefeller

UNITES STATES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATOR
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Tom Harkin mes M. inhofe

UNITES STATES SENATOR UNITES STATES SENATOR
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tanne Feinstein Lamar Alexander
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Congress of tbe @Hnlteh étates

Bouse of Wepresentatibes
Washington, BE 20515
July 2, 2010

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

We would like to express our appreciation for the diligent work and support you continue
to provide our troops. In particular, we applaud your support for the men and women of the
116™ Air Control Wing who accomplish the mission of the E-8C Joint Surveillance Target
Attack Radar System (JSTARS). JSTARS is providing unparallel, wide-area surveillance
Ground Moving Target Indicator (GMTI) and Dismount MTI (DMTTI) data to our troops in
Afghanistan and [raq who are ﬁghting the global war on terrorism.

We are, however concerned w1th the pace in which the Air Force is advancmg the
JSTARS re-engiming program. Last year, Under Secretary Ashton Carter issued an Acquisition
Decision Memorandum directing the Air Force to ““continue the ISTARS re-engining System
Design and Development phase, including the development, flight-testing, and production of the
initial increment of re-engining shipsets.. The Air Force should immediately identify and
obligate RDT&E and procurement funding necessary to execute this direction.” Tt is our
understanding that.the intent of this direction to the Air Force was to utilize funds that had
originally been appropriated for JSTARS. re-engining, but were diverted to other uses.

Additionally, the FY 10 Defense Appropriations Conference Report contained the
following language: “The Department of Defense decision to proceed with the JSTARS re-
engining program is supported in the recommendation. [i is noted that the JSTARS program has
been used as a source of funds for reprogramming in the past. The Air Force 1s encouraged to
restore those prior year funds if.additional resources are needed. The recommendation provides,
$115,900,000, an increase of $46,000,000, in the Research, Development, Test and Evaluation
funding and provides $54,000,000 in the Aircraft Procurement, Air Force appropriation.”

Clearly, the Congressional lntent was to support procurement of additional JSTARS engines.

Despite Under Secretary Carter 'S and thc Congress’ dlrectlve, we see no evidence that the
Air Force intends to use designated funds for their intended purpose. As a result, we would
request your personal attention in ensuring this important program is put back on track.

OSD 08610-10
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As always, thank you for your attention to this matter and for the exemplary leadership
that you provide our nation’s armed forces.

Sincerely,

(.H)WARSHALL

ROSA DELAURO CORRINE BRO
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Congress of the fnited States
Washington, BDC 20515

June 30, 2010

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense

The Pentagon, Room 3E880
‘Washington, DC 2030} - 1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We have written in the past to express our profound disappointment at the failure of the Air Force to
consider the multibiltion dollar illegal launch aid subsidies given to EADS by the European Union. These
subsidies caused serious and ongoing distortion in the global market for large aircraft, causing substantial
harm to the American acrospace industry.

Earlier today, the World Trade Organization (WTO) issued a final ruling which confirms what the U.S.
government has alleged for years — EADS has received billions in illegal subsidies from the EU, and these
subsidies are illegal.

We are concerned that illegal suhsidies will distort the KC-X competition unless action is taken by the Air
Force to create a level playing field by acknowledging the existence of these subsidies and taking steps to
nullify the advantage they have given EADS, Giving appropriate and due consideration to thege bid
distorting subsidies in determining whom to award the contract will ensure a fair, open and transparent
competition.

Qur concern is shared by an overwhelming majority of the House of Representatives. On May 27%, the
House passed by a vote of 410 to 8 an amendment to the National Defense Authorization Act requiring
that the Department of Defense consider any unfair competitive advantage an offeror may possess in the
KC-X aerial refueling tanker competition.

With the vote taken on May 27, the House of Representatives said that the KC-X contract has to be fair.
A contract awarded without congideration of Airbus’ illegal subsidies would be deeply flawed.

We ask that you quickly begin the process of ascertaining the extent to which the illegal subsidies have
given EADS an unfair competitive advantage. We also ask that you quickly take steps to neutralize such
unfair competitive advantage, in order that the tanker compemmn can proceed and a contract can be
awarded without delays.

We lock forward to working with you.

Very truly yours,

Ak Calnt

) TODD TIAHRT
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of c,cngress Merher of Congress

NORM DICKS PMIL HARE
Member of Congrass Membar of Congress

THOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress




@ongress of the United States
MWashington, BY 20515

March 2, 2011

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

We write in strong support of your continued effort to end the F136 Alternate Engine program
for the Joint Strike Fighter (JSF). As you have said throughout your tenure with the Department of
Defense, this program represents “an unnecessary and extravagant expense” that must be eliminated if
we are to properly fund our nation’s warfighters. We couldn’t agree more, and it is with this sentiment
that we respectfully request that you to take the necessary action to end this program at the conclusion of
the current continuing resolution,

As you know, in 2009 during debate on the FY 10 National Defense Authorization Act, the
Senate voted 59-38 in opposition to adding funding for the JSF Alternate Engine program. Subsequent
to this vote, the Senate has not included funds for the extra engine in either the defense authorization or
appropriations bills. In fact, on February 18, 2011, Senator Carl Levin, the Chairman of the Senate
Armed Services Committee stated in reference to funding the Alternate Engine program, that he,
*doubt{s] very much [the Senate] will do it this year.”

The comments by Chairman Levin came just days after action by the House of Representatives
to terminate the Alternate Engine program. On February 16, 2011, the House approved by a vote of 233-
198 an amendment offered by Representative Tom Rooney that struck all funding for the Alternate
Engine program from the proposed Department of Defense Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2011. This
action puts the House on the record as opposing all funding for the Alternate Engine program through
the remainder of fiscal year 201!, and should provide you with the flexibility to terminate funding for
the program at the end of the current continuing resolution.

With the release of the fiscal year 2012 Defense budget you stated, “I will look at all available
legal options to close down [the Alternate Engine program].” We appreciate your strong position on this
matter and hope that later this week you will be allowed to follow through on your commitment 1o end
the program. The House and Senate have both spoken on this matter. It is time that we stop wasting
nearly $1 mitlion per day to continue a program that will surely be terminated.

Thank you again for the continued leadership you provide our nation’s Armed Forces. We look
forward to your prompt response on this matter.

Sincerely,

Join H. Larson Joseph I. Lieberman
d States Representative United States Senator
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Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
March 1, 2012

The Honorable Leon Panctta
Secretary of Defense

US Department of Defensc
1400 Defensc Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-14¢0

Dear Sccretary Panctta,

W dic writing to ask you to correct an oversight by the Depantment of Delense, and properly
honor the sacrifice of International Police Advisors who have been killed while working for the
U.S, military.

As you know, the Department of Delense has awarded several qualified International Police
Advisors (IPA) the Secretary of Defense Medal for the Defense of Freedom. However, so far,
that recognition appears to have been limited to wounded IPAs, and no IPAs Killed in the linc of
duty have reccived this award.

The military has a very efficient system to nominate and award killed or injured soldiers the
Purple Heart. There is no such structured protocol in place for IPAs working side by side with
the military — sometimes even Killed or injured in the same incidents. Injured IPAs, who can still
help identify the many military officers whose signatures are needed to reecive the award, are
able to receive recognition, However, IPAs that have been killed are usually represented by their
family or an outside group like the Civilian Police Officer’s Alumni Association (CAA). These
advoeates are unable to identify the correct officers and deal with the significant paperwork
involved in getting the 1PA recognized.

The International Civilian Police Officer’s Alumni Association {(CAA) recently brought to our
attention their multi-year effort to secure proper recognition for a number of officers killed in the
line of duty. Included among these brave Americans is Oregonian Deborah Klecker. Ms.
Klecker served tor 19 years as a sheriff’s deputy in Marion County, Oregon. During her carcer,
she built an impeccable professional reputation exemplified through her scrvice on the Oregon
Department of Public Safcty Standards and Training Board and the Oregon Law Enforcement
Memorial Fund Board. When provided the opportunity to serve her nation overseas, she did not
hcsitate.

On June 27, 2005, Deputy Klecker was killed when she, and the Iraqi police she mentored, were
attacked with an improvised explosive device. If Deputy Klecker had been a soldier, her unit
would have immediately started tbe paperwork to see to it that she was awarded the Purple
Heart. However, because sbe was a civilian IPA, no ctfort was made to see to it that she was
awarded the civilian equivalent, the Secretary of Defense Medal for tbe Defense of Freedom.
Once the CAA began trying to advocate for Deputy Klecker, time, distance, and rotation of
personncl in and out of combat zones had combined to create a situation where it is impossible to

complete the necessary paperwork required by current rules. ‘ ‘ |
| |
AU
| |
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IPAs who apswered the call of duty, served faitafully, and made the ultimate sacrifiec have been
denied recognition because of an overly diffieult system. Without your direct intervention, we
fear that Deputy Klecker, her fallen colleagues, and future deceased [PAs will never receive the
recogmition they deserve,

We have attached a current list of eligible IPA officers.  The CAA has vetted these officers,
finding them deserving of the medal, hut efforts to recognize these descrving patriots continue to
encounter hurcaoeranie hurdles. For the families and friends of the fallen officers, recognition
would provide a chance 10 heal, reflect. and find closure.

wWe respetiully request that you create a less onerous method for family members and groups
like CAA to nominate IPAs and other deserving civillans to recelve the Secretary of Defense
Medal for the Defonse of Freedom, and see to it that all of those who are eligihle for the award
because they were killed in the line of duty, receive it

Thank you for your swill attention to this important matter.

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden o Olyiifpid Snowe oseph Lieherman
United States Sdlator L nited States Scnator United States Senator
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v Klobuchar Sk klcy Richard Blumenthal
United Saica.d United States Senator United States Senator

Al Franken
United States Senaior United 8

tes Senator




Congress of the Anited States
Puehington, [E 20515

March 26, 2012

The Honorable Leon &, Panetia
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Diear Secretary Paneta:

Thank vou for your leadership of the Department of Defenst (DoD) during these &ifficult tmes.
We are proud to support DoD installations that employ military, civilian, and contractor
personnel who make invaluable contributions towards ensuring our national security.

We understand that the defense budget must be adjusted fo take into acoount geopolitical
changes and budgetary realiics. However, under vour predecessor, the "Efficiency Initintive”
had a digproportionately adverse impact on civilian personnel, Under this plan, the size of the
civilian workforce would he aut back to FY 2010 lgvels, while no comparable constraints were
imposed on the contracinr workforee,

The unique conatraints that Dol has placed on the civilian workforee have raised concerns that
managers conld be prevented from using civilian employees even when they cost less or the
work 1s sufficiently sensitive or important that it should be performed by civilian employess,
Surely, we can all agree that DolD's sourcing decisions should be made on the basis of the law,
cost, policy, and risk, and that it makes no sense 1o prevent DoD managers from using civilian
exnployees simply because they are civilian employees.

That is why we strongly urge you to ensure that DeD complies with all sourcing und workfores
management laws, hoth those that are longstanding ax well as those that were incloded in the FY
2012 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), Public Law 112-81. Specifically, we
recommend: .

1. Eliminaie the arbitrary cap on the civilian workforee. If there is work fo he done
snd funding to pay for that work, managers should not be arbitrurily prevented from
using civilisg employees (10 USC 129). Commercial functions should be shifted back
ang forth oo the basis of costs (18 USC 1292). The FY 2010 cap on the civilian
workiorce should be Jifted so that sourcing decisions can be hased on the merits,
rather than arbitrary constraints, We urge vou fo provide the Defense Human
Resources Board with the support and Ieadership necessary fo elinoinate the cap.

- 2. Embrace Total Force Management. Instead of managing civilian personnel by
arbitrary constraints, we urge the Department to gmbrace the new Total Force
Management suthorities provided in the FY12 NDAA to ensure that the Department
Iooks st its mulitary, civilian, and contracior workforces more holistically.
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3.

Cap spending on service contracts. Until the cap on the civilian workforee is hifted,
we strongly wrge the Department, sarticularly the Comptroller's office, to comply
with the FY 2012 KD AA that caps spending on service contracts at FY 2010 levels, If
the Department insists on capping the civilian workforce at FY 2010 levels, u similar
cap should be applied to the service contract spending levels,

Conduct cost comparisons when making ontsourcing decisions. DoD cannot
comvert a Sunctinn last performed by civilian smployees to contractor performance
withowt conducting a formal cost comparison (10 USC 2461). We are pleased that the
Department issued guidance in December in oxder to enhance compiance with this
prohibition. We urge you to place 8 high priority on implementing these reforms,

Implement inventory of contract services. We appreciste that Do) has come to an
agreement on implementing an inventory of contract services, We urge the
Department {0 be sggressive in overcoming any procedural concerns related to the
Paperwork Reduction Act and that the inventory be implemented in such o way that it
allows for the identification and control of costs, including identifying and preventing
over-execution of spending, as well as distinguishing base spending from Overseas
Contingency Operations spersding, Finally, we urge the Departuent to respect the
conclusion reached by conferees to the FY 2012 NIDAA that "the appropriate use of
public-private competition is predicated an a sound planning process and the
gvailability of aceurate information, including the information that would be supplied
by a sompliant inventory.”

. Prohibit onivourcing of inherently governmental work. We wge the Department

to comply with the FY 2012 NDAA that no inherently governmenta) work be
privatized and that reliance on contrastors for the performance of work closely
gssociated with inherently goveromental functions should be incrementally reduced.
Finally, we vrge the Department to adhere to the insourcing Jaws that were reaffirmed
in the FY 2012 NDAA and make insourcing decisions on the basis of the usual

- cnteria of the [aw, vost, policy, and nisk, instead of mrbitrary targeis or constraints.

Thank you for your consideration of our views. As the Department ensures our pation's security,
while adjusting to budgetary realities, it is imperative that we value and appreciate the
remarkable work done by our civilign personnel. The best way we can do that is by ensuring that
the Department is fully complant with sourcing and workforce management Jaws,

Sincerely,
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Signed by %he Bllowing 131 Members of Congress:

Gary Ackerman (NY-05)
Jason Altmire (PA-04)
Robert Andrews (N1-01)
Joe Baca (CA-43)

Tammy Baldwin (W1-02)
Xavier Becorra (CA31)
Sanford Bishop (GA-02)
Busanne Bonarsicl (OR-01)
Madeleine Bardelle {(GU-AL)
Dan Boren (OK-02)
Leonard Boswell (JA-G3)
Robert Brady (PA-OD
Bruce Braley [1A.01}
Corrine Brown (FL-03)
Lois Capps (CA-23}
Michae] Capuanoe (MA-OE)
Russ Carnshan (MOW03)
John Camey (DE-AL)
Judy Chu (CA-32}

David Cicilline (R1-01}
Hapsen Clarke (M1-13)
Yvette Clarke (NY-11)
William Lacy Clay (MO-01)
Fmanue! Cleaver (MO-05)
Steve Cohen (TN-09) '
John Conyers (MI-14)

Joe Courtney (CT-02)
Mazk Critz (PA-12)

Joseph Crowley (NY-07)
Elijsh Cuammings (MIM07)
Susan Davis (CA-53)
Danay Davis (IL-07)

Perer DeFazio (OR-04}
Diana DeGetie (CO.01)
Rosz Delaure (CT-03)
Theodore Deuteh (FL-19)
Norman Dicks (WA-06)
Johni Dingell (MI-15)
Michael Doyle (PA-14)
Donna Edwards (MD-04)
Keith Fllison (MN-05)
Eliot Engel (NY-17)

Sam Farr (CA-17)

Chaka Fattah (PA-02)




_ Bob Filner (CA-51)
Marcia Fodge (OH-113
John Garamendi (CA-10}
Gene Green (TX-28)

Ranl Grijalva (AZ-07)
Janice Hahn (CA-36)
Colleen Hanabusa (HI-01)
Alces Hastings (FL-23)
Martin Heinrich (NM-01)
Brian Higgins (NY-27)
Maurice Hinchey (NY-22)
 Mazie Hirons (H1-02)
Tizn Holden (PA-17)
Rush Holt (NJ-12)
Michae] Honds {CA-15)
Steve Israel (NY2}
Jesse Jackson (1102}
Shedls Jackson Lee (TX-18}
Hery Johmson (GA-D4)
Marcy Keptar (OFH-09)
Willam Keating (MA-10)
Dale Kildes (MI-05)

Ron Xind (W1-03)

Larry Kissell (NC-08)
Dennis Kucinich (OH-10)
Jarnes Langevin (R1-02)
Rick Larsen (WA-02)
Sander Levin (Mi-12)
John Lewis (GA-05)
Daniel Lipiuski (J1.-03)
David Loehsack {IA-02)
Nita Lowey {NY-18}
Stephen Lynch (MA-0%)
Carolyn Maloney (NY-14}
Edward Markey (MA-07)
Beity McCollum (MN-34}
Jim MceDermott {(WA-O7)
Jumes MoGovern (MA-(03)
Mike Mentyre (NC-O7)
Terry MeNermey (CA-11)
Gregory Meeks (NY-06)
Michae! Michaud (MB-02)
Brad Miller (NC-13)
George Miller (CA-07)
Gwen Moore (Wi-4)
Chzis Murphy (CT-08}



Grace Napolitano (CA-38)
Richard Neal (MA-(2)
Eleanor Hoimes Norten (DC-AL)
Bill Owenzs (N'Y-23)
Frank Pallone (NJ-06)
Rill Pascrell (NJ-08)

Giary Peters (M1-09)
Collin Peterson (MN-07)
Chellie Pingree (ME-01)
David Price (NC-04)
Charles Rangel (NY-15}
Siivesire Reves (TX-16)
Laurz Richardson (CA-3T
Steven Rothimen INJ-09)
Lucille Rovbal-Allard {CA-34)
Dutch Ruppersberger (MD-02)
Bobby Rash (IL-01)

Tim Rysn (OH-17}
Loretts Banchez (CA-38)
Jobn Sarbanes (MD-03}
Tan Schakowsky (11.-09)
Kurt Schrader (OR-05)
Allyson Schwartz (PA-13)
Robert Scott (VA-03)

Jose Serrano (NY-16)
Adam Schiff (CA-29)
Bobby Schilling (IL-17)
Lowse Slaughter (NY-28)
Adam Smith (WA
Jackre Speier (CA-12)
Betty Suttor (OH-13}
Bennie Thompson (MS-07)
John Tierney {MA-8)

Panl Tonko (NY-21}
Edolphus Towns (NY-10)
Niki Tsongas (MA-5}
Chris Van Hollen (MD-8)
Mel Way (NC-12)

Henry Wexman (CA-30)
Peter Welch (VT-AL)
Lynn Woolsey (CA-06)
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Congress of the Hnited States s 5 may
Waslhington, BE 20515 ‘ [F2gvper

Aptil 20, 2012

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta
Seerstary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20361-1000

Dear M. Secretary:

We are writing 10 express our concem over the future of the U.S. combat y*;h_iple
industrial base.

The Defense Strategic Guidance you unveiled in Janvary calls for significant reductions
in the armed forces, espeeially in the Army and Marine Corps, as well as sacrifices in
investment programs. Regarding the U.S. industrial base, the guidance calls for
protecting critical industries as the nation adapts to the new defense posture. You and
your leadership team have referenced tactical aviation and shipbuilding as just two
industries that require continuoys national suppont to remain viable,

However, the strategy neglects the U.S, combat vehicle industrial base. The combat
vehicle industrial base is a unique asset that consists of hundreds of public and private
facilities across the United States. Despite this, the FY 2013 President’s Budget request
proposes 1o terminate U.S. tank production for the first time singe before World War 11

The Army specifically proposes to shut down the tank industrial base and then
reconstitute it in 2817 to produce further upgrades to the M1 Abrams tank as well es the
new Ground Combat Vehicle, While international sales opportunities for Abrams appear
stronger than prior years, they are inadequate to sustain the industrial base and in some
cases uncertain. In light of this, modest and continued Abrams production for the Army
18 necessary to preserve the industrial base.

Another important tenet of the Defense Strategic Guidance notes that because the future
Army and Marine Corps will be smaller and leaner, they must retain the quality and
capabiiity that will allow them to fight and win on future battleficlds. Indeed, to quote
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of S1aff General Martin Dempsey, “capability is more
importani than size.” We agree. To that end, we support the continued production of the
M1AZ SEP 1ank, which is the world’s most capable tank featuring survivability and
seamless connection to the digital network and of far higher quality than the older MIA!
Abrams tank.

The debate over the fate of the U.S. combat vehicle industrial base is not new. The
Congress in bipartisan fashion supported additional tank upgrades in the. FY :’2{322 _
Defense Authorization and Appropriations Acts to forestail shutdown of the industrial
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Page 6 Bennie Thompson MS-02 [loe Baca CA-43
Steve Austria QOH-07 [lim McGovern MA-03
Mario Diaz-Balart FL-21 |Gerry Connelly VA-11
Bill Owens NY-23 [Tim Walberg MI-07
David Rivera FL-25 {Martha Roby AL-02
John Carter TX-31 |[Tom Marino PA-10
Dennis Ross FL-12 |David McKinley WV-01
Steven Palazzo MS-04 |Colleen Hanabusa HI-01
Bill Shuster PA-09 |Kevin Yoder KS-03

Page 7 Patrick Tiberi OH-12 |Joe Heck Nv-03
Bill Johnson OH-06 [Bob Gibbs OH-18
William Keating MA-10 |Peter King NY-03
Tim Bishop NY-01 {Martin Heinrich NM-01
Scott Rigell VA-02 |Aaron Schock iL-18
Joe Waish 1L-08 |Mike Doyle PA-14
Doug Lamborn CO-05 |Paui Gosar AZ-01
Lou Barletta PA-11 |Michael Grimm NY-13
Pat Meehan PA-07 |Dan Benishek MI-01

Page8 |[Stephen Lynch MA-09 |Steve Chabot OH-01
Charles Bass NH-02 |Chris Smith NI-04
Elton Gallegly CA-24 |Jerry Costello IL-12
Ralph Hall TX-04 [Mike Ross AR-04
Trent Franks AZ-02 |Frank LoBiondo NJ-02
Sanford Bishop GA-02 |K. Michael Conaway TX-11
Jim Gerlach PA-06 |Todd Platts PA-19
Steve Israel NY-02 |Brian Higgins NY-27
Jean Schmidt OH-02 [Bobby Schilling IL-17

Page 9 Joe Courtney CT-02 |Erik Paulsen MN-03
Sandy Adams FL-24 |Jeff Duncan SC-03
David Scott GA-13 |Mike Pompeo KS-04
Peter Roskam IL-06 [Mary Bono Mack CA4S
James Renacci 0OH-16 |Chris Murphy CT-05
Chip Cravaack MN-08 |Mike Kelly PA-D3
Ander Crenshaw FL-04 |Leonard Lance NJ-O7
Andre Carson IN-07 |Lee Terry NE-02
Rosa Delauro CT-03 [Thomas Petri WI-06

Page 10 [Sam Johnson TX-03 |Steven Womack AR-03
Bill Huizenga MI-02 |Larry Kissell NC-C8
Henry Johnson GA-04 |Gregory Meeks NY-06
Gary Peters MI-09 |John Culberson TX-07
Ann Marie Beurkle NY-25 |Dan Boren OK-02
Bruce Braley A-01 |Ben Quayle AZ-03
Allen West FL-22 [Frank Lucas 0K-03
Blaine Luetkemeyer MO-09




Gungress of the Unifed States
Mashington, BE 20515

February 5, 2013

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta

Secretary

United States Department of Defense

1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, District of Columbia 20301-1400

Dear Secretary Panetta:

We write to bring your attention to provisions in the recently passed National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2013 to strengthen the adoption, care, and
recognition of retired military working dogs. As you know, these canine heroes not only serve
with our troops in Afghanistan and elsewhere, saving countless lives by detecting bommbs and
intruders, but they also continue to provide companionship for our veterans and other Americans
after they retire. We are pleased that the NDAA and accompanying Senate report recognize the
service of military working dogs, and we encourage you to work with the secretaries of each
military department to implement the statutory changes in the NDAA.

First, Section 371(a) authorizes each military secretary to transfer retired dogs to the 341
Training Squadron at Lackland Air Force Base or another suitable location to facilitate the dogs’
adoption. We have heard from many of our constituents, including former handlers of the dogs
and other veterans, who would like to adopt the dogs but cannot afford to transfer them from
overseas upon their retivement. We urge you to take advantage of this statutory authority to
ensure that all retired dogs are transferred to suitable locations for adoption.

Second, Section 371{b) authorizes you to establish and maintain a system to provide for
the veterinary care of retired military working dogs. Given that the Departiment of Defense is
familiar with the specific 1nedical issues associated with the service of military working dogs, it
can provide valuable guidance to improve the quality and lower the costs of veterinary care. We
encourage you to implement this statutory change in 2 manner that allows for the participation of
nonprofit organizations capable of assisting in the execution of this provision.

Third, we are supportive of the Senate Armed Services Committee report accompanying
the NDAA which recognizes the outstanding contributions and value of military working dogs
and encourages the Department of Defense to honor the service of all military working dogs,
especially those who perform exceptionally meritorious service. We also recommend that you
provide a letter of commendation to each military working dog that identifies ils meritorious

service and provide additional recognition as you deem appropriate.
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While not included In the NDAA, we also encowrage you to reexamine the current
classification of milltary working dogs as “equipinent.” As cosponsors of the Canine Mambers of
the Armed Forces Act, we believe these dogs deserve a designation befitting thelr extracrdinary
service. A provision on reclassification of military working dogs was included in the House
passed-version of the NDAA. While we understand that dogs are not treated the same as guns or
tanks, we feel that classifying them as “canine members of the armed forces™ would reflect the
human Hves they have saved and the contributions they have made to our military operations.

We fook forward to working with you to strengthen the care of these amazing animals,
Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss these deiails further, Thank vou for your continued
service 10 our country,

Nincerely,

‘alter B. Jone: Jacike Spier
Member of Congress Member of Congress

chael Grimm

ember of Congress

am Fan
Member of Congress

PNV
arolyn B. Mal

¢

ey
Member of Congress
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Earl Blumenauey
Member of Congress
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t€ve Cohen N | Ve Buchanan
ember of Congress Member of Congress
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Howard Coble
Member of Congress




Congress of the Wnited States
HWashinoton, BE 20513

February 20, 2013

The Honorable Leon E. Panetta
Secrotary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1000

Dear Secretary Panetta,

As you know, the Fiscal Year 2013 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) requires
TRICARE to implernent a pilet program improving coverage and delivery of Applied Behavior
Analysis (ABA) under the TRECARE basic program for all eligible beneficiaries with an autism
spectrum disorder. The law requires the pilot program 1o be bmplernented within 90 days.

As you are gware, despite the fingl language within the 2013 WDAA conference report, the
House and Senate did approve in bipartisan votes amendments to permanently cover behavioral
health treatment, including ABA, under TRICARE basic. In addition, we continue 1o believe
that the Departrnent could and should use its administrative authority to make this change.

Noretheless, as sponsors and supporters of the Caring for Military Kids With Autism Act and the
arendments that passed, we are committed fo ensuring the success of the ptlot program and to
ensuring appropriate coverage anid access 1o ABA treatment.  To achieve this however, we
believe that it is incumbent on the Department to also do everything it can to make sure that
families are receiving the treatment they deserve.

This beging with transparency in the process of developing the program. We believe that in
addition to notifying members of Congress, TRICARE must comraunicate and coilaborate with
military families during the process of developing the pilot program. Engaging with these
families as well as independent subject matter experts outside of the Department of Defense will
help provide vital insight for the Department in ensuring that children are receiving the highest
level of care. In providing this care, we also believe that TRICARE policies should be consistent
with best practices. This mcludes models that cover technicians and Board Certified Assistant
Behavior Analysts, to help make certain that there is sufficient access to care.

Finally, we urge and expect you t0 implement this pilot program premptly and without delay.
These families have sacnificed tremendously for this country and the children of our men and
woren in uniform deserve full access to the treatment they require. We know that you are
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committed to providing high gquality care for our military families and we hope to work as
partners in this effort.

Thank you for your consideration and please do not hesitate to contact us with any guestions or
concerns, Given the short time frame before implementation is required, we look forward to
hearing back from you shortly.

Sincerely,

JIOHN B. LARSON .. WALTER JONES
§ Member of Congress Member of Congress

JOE COURTNEY TOM RQONE
Member of Congrass Member of Congress

MIKE DOYLE
Member of Congress

ce: Dr. Jonathan Woodson, Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
Director, TRICARE Management Activity
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Congress of the Wnited States
Flaghington, BT 20515

April 23, 2013

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1006 Deferse Pentagon
Washington, DT 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As you proceed with your strategic review of the Department’s prionities, we would request thar
you also tun your ettention 1o one of the Departruent’s most strategic assefs: s oivilian
personnel. Specifically, we ask that you review sequestiation-related actions with respeet to
civilian personnel, particularly the widespread use of furloughs, the firing of temporary and tenm
sinpioyees, and the freeze on new hires.

These actions currently being implemented were announced in the January 10 guidance issued
by the Deputy Secretary of Defense, long hefore the Department knew the specific funding
tevels that would be available to 1t for the entirety of fiscal year 2013, HR. 933, the
Consolidated and Continuing Appropriations Act of 2033, {ncreases funding to the Department’s
Operation and Maintenance accounts from FY12 to FY13 by an amount thzt exceeds the
anticipated savings from the actions imposed {n the January 10 guidance.

It is increasingly clear that these actions are threatening to uaderming mission performance and,
as a result, mission readiness. We understand that your office is currently reviewing
installations’ and components’ pefitions for relief, either because implementation wilt increase
costs — e.g., the workforce will have to work overtime to complete work by contractual
deadlipes — or i not necessary, e.g., because an installation has workload already funded
through a Working Capital Fund. Howsver, to date we have been told only that all civilian
furloughs are being applied in the same mznner across the Department, regardless of whethera
service component or defense agency has the resources to buy back the furlough days

Additionally, the manaer in which the Depariment is imposing furloughs exacts punishing
reductions on components and agencies that downsized their civilian sraffs in fiscal years 2009
and 2010 in compliance with prior Defense guidance, while appearing to reward depariments and
agencies that did not shed workforce, In essence, under the current furlpugl guidanee, the more
streamlined, efficient organizations are footing the bill for those that are still over strength.

OSDN04715-13



The Honorabie Church Hagel
April 23, 2013
Pape 2

As sequestration continues, the Departrnent inevitably will also have to reduce spending on
service contracts,  However, even though new civilian hiring is all but stopped, the same
constraint might not be imposed on new contracts. Even though temporary and term employees
are being systematically fired, not all service contracts will be terminated, Even though the vast
majority of civilian emplovees are being subjected to furlgughs which could result in a 20%
reduction 1 income, not al} service contracts will be reduced in scope by one-fifth.

We are not taking the position that civilian personnel should not bear sacrifices becavse of
sequestyation. Rather, we strongly urge the Department to make ment-based versus
indiscriminate decisions on furloughs and firing temporary and term employees and that
manzgers be allowed the discretion to make offseiting cuts o comply with sequestration.
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Sincerely,

Michael R. Tumer
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The Honorable Chinck Hagel
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Congress of the United States
#ouge of Repregentatives
SBaghingion, BE 20515

June 28, 2013

The Honorable Ashton B, Carter
Deputy Secretary of Defense
3000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Carter,

We write to express our concern with regard to recent reports suggesting the
Air Force is considering reassigning the Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) mission
from the Air Combat Command (ACC) to the Air Forve Special Operations Command
{AFSOC). We believe that any such move would be unacceptable from bothan
operstional and budgetary standpoint.

It took the Air Force over a decade o replace the venerable but aging HH-60G
Pave Hawk helicopters that have so admirably saved countless lives in Iraq, Afghansstan,
and other difficult areas. Two failed scquisition attempts, protests, shifting requirements
and disputes over mission ownership have cost the Air Force millions of taxpayer doliars
and prevented the fleet from being recapitalized like it could have been years ago. Now,
on the verge of 5 much needed contract award, it has come to our attention that the Air
Force is considering shifting the mission from ACC to AFSOQC.

From a budgetery perspective, this potential change is misguided. It would
foree the Air Force 1o move from a single type platform to multiple platforms, This
would increase the complexity and cost from an acquisition, meintenance, and training
perspective. In addition, the costs of acquining, operating and maintaining additionsal
AFSOC CV-225 is exponentially more than a similar or even reduced fleet of new HH-
60G helicopters,

Operationally, this idea is even less sound. From 2003 to 2006 the Air Force
did move the CSAR responsibilities to AFSOC and found it simply did not work. In
2006, the Air Force made clear that the mission’s return to ACC “ensures the Alr Forze
core competency of combat search and rescue is directly linked 1o the Combat Air Forces
and the personnel they support, thus consolidating the management of linuted Air Force
resources.” The Air Force added, “Under ACC, the CSAR assets can he mobilized faster
during & national crisis, integrated into combat training, and tasked to support all
[deployment] rotations,”

In addition, a previously conducted analysis of platform altematives to execute
the CBAR mission dismissed the Osprey as unsuitable for the rescue missions due to its
excessive downwash while hovering, Over the last ten years, study after study reaffirmed
the need for Air Force combat rescue helicopters to perform this mission.

OSD007773-13




The capability, skill, and dedication of AFSOC to perform its mission is
unquestionable. However, it is ¢clear that adding the CSAR mission to its already
expansive portfolio could dilute its cepability to perform either mission successfully.
Rescuing downed pilots is a mission that former Air Force Chief of Staff Michael
Moseley called a “moral imperative,” and we should not be jeopardizing that duty.

Accordingly, we respectfully urge to you engage the Air Force on this matter
and ensure that the Air Force Combat Search and Rescue mission remains a separate and
dedicated mission within the Air Combat Command. Thank you for your consideration
and we look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,

L L. Fo Lo < e

ROSA L. DeLAURC | - _ JOE COURTNEY
Member of Congress Member of Congress - Member of Congress




Xinited States Senate

W

WASHINGTON DC 26570

July 2, 2013

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

In light of the recommendations of the Special Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction {SIGAR), we ask you to reconsider the more than $1.11 billion in sole-source
contracts over the last three years for Russian-made Mi-17 helicopters, spare parts, and
maintenance services awarded to Rosoboronexport, While we share the goal of providing the
Afghan military with sustainable anti-narcotics and counterterrorism operations, the SIGAR has
rightfully acknowledged that this program simply does not achieve this goal. Rather, it saddles
the Afghan military with a fleet of helicopters they can neither operate nor afford to maintain and
provides U.S. tax dollars to a Russian state-controlled arms export firm that is complicit in
Assad’s murder of innocent Syrians,

The inadvisable purchase of these Mi-17 helicopters is facilitated through an cntity under
the control of the Russian government, which as you are aware has demonstrated time and again
that its interests arc diametrically opposed to our national sccurity. [t is unconscionable to
provide Russia with the recently announced $550 million contract for 30 additional Mi-17
helicopters while Prime Minster Putin acknowledges sheltering the fugitive Edward Snowden at
the Sheremetyevo airport.

The Russian state-controlled arms export firn Rosoboronexport continues to provide the
Syrian government with the means to perpetrate widespread and systemic attacks on its own
people. Rosoboronexport has committed to provide Syria with S-300 advanced anti-aircrafl
missiles that would protect the air dominance of the Assad regime and facilitate its continued
attacks on the civilian population, Even in the face of crimes against humanity and the use of
chemical weapons by the Syrian government during the past year, enabled by the regular flow of
weapons [rom Russia, the United States Government has unfortunately continued to procure
from Rosonboronexport.

Section 1233 of S.1197, the National Defense Authorization Aet for Fiscal Year 2014,
prohibits the use of funds to enter contracts with Rosoboronexport. As we work together to enact
this provision into law, we call to your attention that the fact that you currently have the authority
to end this contract with Rosoboronexport. Not only does it fail to meet the requirements of the
Afghan military, but it also provides U.S. taxpayers’ dollars to the Russian government as it
shelters a fugitive {rom justice and undermines U.S. policy on Syria,

More than a ycar has passed since we wrote to your predecessor expressing our concern
regarding the Department of Defense’s dealings with Rosoboronexport. This is a serious policy
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problem, and we ask for your personal attention to help solve it. Thank you for your service 1o -
our nation and your dedication to the merbers of our Armed Forces,

Sincerely.

Aok Ol Ief  Flritin. & ilibrsnd

RICHARD BLUMENTHAL KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND
Inited States Senate United States Senate
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United Staies Senate

MARK BEGICH®
ited States Senate

TIRISTOPHER §. MERPHY MARK KIRK,
United Siates Senate United Siaies Senaie
BEN CARDIN

Linited States Semate



Congress of the Tnited States
Houge of Repregentatines
THashington, DL 20515

Juty 11,2013

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 203011008

Desr Secretary Hagel,

We strongly oppose the Department of Defense’s (DoD) recently signed contract with the
Russian state arms desler Rosoboronexport to supply 30 additional Mi-17 helicopters for the
Afghan National Security Forces {ANSF). The signing of the contract blatantly ignores the
intent of Congress which was reaffirmed with the bipartisan vote by the House of
Representatives, 423-0, seeking to end Dol)’s business relationship with Rosoboronexport. It
also appears i1l advised in light of a recent Special Inspector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction (SIGAR) report critical of the purchase.

As you know, Russia serves as the main arms supplier to Syria providing weapons the
regime is using to fuel a tragic war in that country that has thus far claimed at least 93,000
lives, Even as Rosoboronexport was providing weapons to the Syrian regime last year, DoD
entered into no-bid contracts to purchase Mi-17 helicopters for the ANSF from the firm.

In response, Congress passed and President Obama signed into law the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2013 (P.L. 112-239) and the 2013 Consolidated and Further
Centinuing Appropriations Act (P.L. 113-6) prohibiting 2013 funds from being used 10 enter into
contracts with Resoboronexport. The Depantment of Defense is maneuvering around the law and
using Fiscal Year 2012 Afghanistan Security Forces Funds 1o enter into this new contract,

That is why the House of Representatives passed an amendment 10 the National Defense
Authorization Act of 2014 to strengthen the prohibition on DoD contracts with
Rosoboronexport. The amendment granted you a national security waiver allowing you to
purchase equipment from the Russian arms dealer so long as you submit a report to Congress 30
days prior to any such purchase,

That report requires you 1o provide Congress with information that we now respectiully
request you provide by responding with the following;

1. Anexplanation of why it is in the national security interest of the United States to
purchase equipment from Rosoboronexport;
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2. An explanation why comparable equipment cannot be purchased from another
corporation;

3. An assessment of the cooperation of Rosoboronexport with the Defense Contract Audit
Agency;

4. An agsessment of whether and how many S—-300 advanced anti-aircrafi missiles have
been delivered to the Assad regime by Rosoboronexport; and

5. Alist of the contracts that Rosoboronexport has signed with the Assad regime since
January 1, 2013.

In addition, the SIGAR repont, 4fghan Special Mission Wing: DOQD Plans to Spend $908
Miilion to Build Air Wing that the Afghans Cannot Operate and Maintain, questions “the
wisdom of moving ahead with the provision of 30 new Mi-17s.” The report notes that DoD's
massive $908 million financisl investment, including the Mi-17 purchases, in the Afghan
Specialty Mission Wing (SMW) is moving forward even though the Afghans have not yet agreed
to NATO’s concept for reorganization within the Afghan govermmaent to support the SMW and
even with a lack of planning to transfer critical maintenance and logistics functions to the
Afghans. Accordingly, we also respectfully request that you provide justification for procuring
30 additional Mi-17 helicopters despite the inability of the SMW 1o use them,

We firmly believe that DoD) should not purchase helicopters or any other equipment from
Russia as it continues to arm Assad’s regime. Moreover, it is unconscionable that American
taxpayers are subsidizing a company that is complicit in atrocities occurring in Syria,

We Jook forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress Modinber of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Cuongress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

August 1, 2013

The Honorable Charles Timothy Hagel
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 203013010

i

Re: Limitations on Terms of Consumer Credit Extended to Service Members and Dependents
(Docket ID: DoD-2013-08-0133)

Dear Mr. Secretary;

The undersigned members of Congress are writing to express our concern about the current
definition of consumer credit, and the opportunity the Department of Defense has to ensure that
Service Members are protected from predatory payday loans, vehicle title loans, and refund
anticipation loans in their proposed Rulemaking addressing “Limitations on Terms of Consumer
Credit Extended to Service Members and Dependents.”

All too often, our Service Members have been targeted by high-cost credit providers.
The resulting inappropriate loans and exorbitant interest poyments force many members of the
military and their families to forgo other necessities, such as housing or grocery bills, and in
many cases, to take out additional loans. This exacerbation of their financial condition negatively
affects their morale and puts their ability to do their job — which is defending our great nation -
at risk.

As you know, Congress passed the Military Lending Act in 2007 to directly address some
of these concerns. Amongst other important protections, the Act limits the interest rate lenders
are permitted to charge active duty Service Members and their dependents to 36 percent annually
and prohibits securing loans with a post-dated check or electronic access to a bank account.
However, as currently implemented, these protections apply to three narrowly defined types of
products: closed-end payday loans of $2,000 or less and repayable in 91 days or less; closed-end
vehicle title loans repayable in 181 days or less; and close-end tax refund anticipation loans.
Eleven states do not have laws that extend additional protections for all forms of payday lending,
and thirteen states do not extend protections to all forms of vehicle title lending. Over half of all
active duty Service Members are stationed in these states.

g/ I /0

We strongly urge the Department of Defense to take advantage of the current opportunity
you all have to expand this narrow definition of consumer credit. A broader definition that
applies to the following would be key to protecting our Service Members in the spirit the
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s Payday loans for amounts larger than $2,000 or with a loan term longer than 91
days,

s Vehicle title loans with terms longer than 181 day
Lonns structured as open-end credit

Please modify the definition of consumer credit to ensure that Service Members in all
states are protected from all forms of high-cost credit, regardless of the duration or structure of
the loan. An inclusive definition of consumer credit will ensure that all Service Members are
covered by the consumer protections envisioned by Congress in 2007, and preserve aur force's
readiness and military strength.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important matter. We look forward to
FECeiVifng YOUur response.
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Memberbf Congress Member of Congress
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Anited Diates Denate

WASHINGTON, CC 20510

February 12, 2014

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

The Honorable Deborah Lee James
Secretary of the Air Force

1670 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20330-0101

Dear Secretary Hagel and Secretary James:

We are writing to urge you to continue to support the Air Force’s Combat Rescue Helicopter
(CRH) program in the President’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2015 and Future Years Defense
Program (FYDP). As you are well aware, the CRH program is intended to replace the aging
HH-60 Pave Hawk Helicopter with the latest technology in order to better meet the highly
critical mission requirement of combat search and rescue. The Air Force's combat search and
rescue teams are essential assets in the military, having saved thousands of lives —over the last
decade.

In the Fiscal Year 2014 Appropriations Bill, Congress continued funding for the CRH and
specifically “directfed] that the funds provided shall be considered a congressional special
interest item.” Furthermore, Congress established a very high threshold for any potential changes
to the program requiring that:

“Prior to any decision to terminate the CRH program due to insufficient funding in future
years, the Secretary of the Air Force and thc Chief of Staff of the Air Force are directed
to review the threshold and objective requirements as established in the capability
development document and to review alternative acquisition strategies using cost-benefit
analysis in order to establish an affordable program. The Secretary of the Air Force is
directed to brief the outcome of this review to the congressional defense committees.”

We believe that during this period of fiscal austerity the CRH program will continue to be
affordable as the Air Force controls costs and the program remains on track to deliver these
indispensable helicopters to the fleet, We respectfully ask that the Department of Defense
continue to fully fund the Combat Rescue Helicopter in the Future Years Defense Program.
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The U5, Soldier’s Creed states that *[ will never leave a fallen comrade,” and we owe the men
and women of pur military the very best equipment to rescue those in hann's way,

Please keep our oftices updated aboul any developments and include us in any briefings to the
congressional defense committees related to the CRH program. Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

Sipcerely,

Moo d Blpmin P
RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
United States Sensior

MARK BEGICH LISA MURKOWSK!

United States Senator LUnited States Senator
CHARLES E. SCHUMER KIRSTENE GILLIBERAND
United Siates Senator {inited Siates Senator

Cloutsc.

BY CHAMBLISS
tates Senator

Tty

PATRICK J, LEAHY
United Swates Senatoy Uk

MARTIN HEINRICH
United Swites Senator




Amited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
March 6., 2014

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Secretary Hagel:

We are writing on behalf of our constituents, the relatives of 21 men who lost their lives during
the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941 and all Americans. These families have sought
our assistance in the effort to have the bodies of their loved ones exhumed so they can receive a
proper burial in their community or be buried in a marked grave in Hawaii.

All 21 men were killed, along with 408 other sailors, when the U.S.S. Oklahoma was torpedoed
during the attack on Pearl Harbor. In 1943, when the Oklahoma was salvaged and raised, the
remains of the sailors classified as “unknown™ were buried in the National Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific in Hawaii. For nearly 70 years, the family members of these men never knew the
final resting place of their loved ones.

In 2003, using military records and personnel files, a historian for the Pearl Harbor Survivors
Association named Ray Emory ascertained the identities of 27 men killed on the Oklahoma
previously listed as “unknown.” After Mr. Emory’s rescarch was shared with the Department of
Defense, scientists from the Central Identification Laboratory of the Joint POW/MIA Accounting
Command (JPAC) exhumed the coffin from grave P-1002 at the National Memorial Cemetery of
the Pacific. Between 2003 and 2008, with the help of Mr. Emory’s research and the families of
the five men buried at P-1002, JPAC cormectly identified all five men in the coffin (Lawrence A.
Boxrucker, Eldon P. Wyman, Irvin A.R. Thompson, Charles H. Swanson, and Gerald G.
Lehman}), and their remains were returned to their respective families for burial.

Once Mr. Emory’s research was validated by the correct identification of the men buried in P-
1002, he entisted the help of Bob Valley from USS Oklahoma Family, Inc. to track down the
next of kin for the remaining 22 men. Mr. Valley was able to find contact information for 21 of
the 22 men and alerted them of Mr. Emory’s work. Since then, they have lobbied various
govermment agencies for the return of their loved one.
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According to Mr. Emory’s research, these 22 men are buried at the Mational Memorial Cemetery
of the Pacific in five caskets in three graves: P-1001, P-1003, and P-(0989,

It is our understanding that the JPAC Central Identification Laboratory has applied for
permission to recover and identify the remains buried in the remaining “unknown™ caskets.

We respectfully ask that the Department of Defense grant the JPAC Central Identification
Laboratory's request to exhume the five “unknown™ caskets and identity the remains. The brave
men who died protecting our great nation at Pearl Harbor deserve a final resting place of their
families’ choosing. We request that their remains be released to their family so that they may be
interred according to thelr wishes,

Please keep our offices updated about any developments in this matier, Thank you for your
consideration of this request.

Sincerely,

1
) WMZ O Ayattc
RISTOPHER S. MURPH KELI¥ A. AYOTTE

United States Senator United States Senatar
JERRY MORAN RICHARD BLUMENTHAL
Linited Siates Senator Linited States Sensator
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MICHAEL F. BENNET
United SYates Senator United States Senator
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AXBY CHAMBLISS
Aited Ftates Senator

BENJAMIN L. CARDIN ROB PORTMAN
United Siates Senator United States Senstor
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MARK LIDALL
Unsted States Senstor

CHARLES E. SCHUMER
United States Senator United Siptes Senator
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LA MURKOWSK] THAD COCHRAN
{inited States Senator United Siates Senator

JEANNE $HAH§EN

United States Senator

¢¢: The Honorable John McHugh, Secretary of the Army
‘The Honorable Ray Mabus, Secretary of the Navy
The Honorable Erie Shinseki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs




Congress of the Mnited States

Washington, BE 20515
March 16, 2014
The Honorable Charles Hagel
- Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Sccretary Hagel:

We respectfully request that the United States Armed Forces maodernize their appearance
regulations so that patriotic Sikh Americans can serve the country they love while abiding by
their articles of faith.

As you know, three devont Sikh Americans have been granted individualized accommodations
to scrve in the U.S. Army, These patriotic soldiers wear turbans and maintain beards in a neat
and conservative manner, both in accordance with operational requirements and their Sikh
religious beliefs. They are also able to wear protective equipment, including helmets and gas
masks, in conformity with safety requirements.

These Sikh soldiers have given their all in service of their country. Maj. Kamaljeet Singh Xalsi
carnex! a2 Bronze Star Medal for his service in Afghanistan, which included treating multiple
combat injuries and reviving two ¢linically dead pationts back to life; Capt. Tejdeep Singh
Rattan camed a NATO Medal for his service in Afghanistan; and Corporal Simran Prect Singh
Lamba successfully graduated from the Military Accessions Vital to National Intercst (MAVNI)
pragram for his proficiency in Punjghi and Hindi,

(Given the achievements of these soldiers and their demonstrated ability to comply with
operational requirements while praciicing their faith, we believe it is time for cur milttary {o
make inclusion of practicing 8ikh Amecricans the rule, not the exception.

Devout Sikhs have served in the U8, Army since World War I, and they are presumptively
permitted to serve in the armed forces of Canada, India, and the United Kingdom, among
others, Notably, the current Chicf of Army Staff of the Indian Army is a turbaned and hearded
Sikh, even though Sikhs constitute less than two percent of India’s population. Throughout the
world, and now in the U 8. Army, Sikh soldiers are clearly able to maintain their religious
commitments whilc serving capably and honorably.

We look forward to working with you to end the presumptive ban on Sikh Amerlcansinthe U.S,
military and extend opportunity to Sikh Americans who wish to serve and defend our nation.

R{x%my P. Frelinghuysen i
Member of Congress
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Congress of the Enited States
Bouse of Representatives
WWashington, BE 20515

March 19, 2014

The Honorable Chuck Hagel
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Hagel,

We write once again to express our continued concern with the Department of Defense’s
(DoD) contracts with the Russian state-arms exporter Rosoboronexport. Given Russia’s recent
actions that violate the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine, including its support of
the illegal referendum for Crimean separation, we strongly urge you to terminate these contracts.

As you know, the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (P L. 113-66)
prohibits DoD from entering into a contract or other business agreement with Rosoboronexport.
In addition, your Department announced last year it canceled plans to purchase 15 Mi-17
helicopters for the Afghan National Security Forces. These actions were taken namely in
response 1o strong bipartisan opposition in Congress and elsewhere to DoD entering into
contracts with an arms dealer that is the main supplier of the weapons the regime of Bashar al-
Assad 15 using to fuel the ongoing war and commit mass atrocitics in Syria.

While we are pleased to see that future business with Rosoboronexport is terminated, we
firmly believe that given Russia’s recent escalation of the crisis in Ukraine, current contracts
with the Russian arms dealer must be terminated as well. Earlier this week, President Obama
expanded Executive Order 13660 to impose sanctions on “persons determined by the Secretary
of the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of State: to operate in the arms or related
materiel sector in the Russian Federation,” which, along with DoD’s authority to exercise
termination of convenience clauses in its contracts when doing so is in the Federal govemment’s
interest, should allow you to terminate DoD’s current contracts with Rosoboronexport.

As noted by President Obama in his Executive Order, Russia’s recent actions “undermine
democratic processes and institutions in Ukraine; threaten its peace, security, stability,
sovereignly, and territorial integrity; and contribute to the misappropriation of its assets, and
thereby constitute an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security and foreign policy
of the United States.” We agree and accordingly strongly urge you to cancel contracts with
Rosoboronexport for the delivery of Mi-17s to the Afghan National Security Forces, for
supplying spare parts or for the sustained maintenance of these helicopters.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this critical matter.

AVERRARSH OGRS
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ROSA L. DelLAURO
Member of Congress

B AMES B MORAN
o JMember of Congress

indeth A.

ELIZABETH H. ES
Member of Congress

Cc: The Honorable John F. Kerry, Secretary of State
The Honorable Jacob J, Lew, Secretary of the Treasury

KAY GRANGER
Member of Congress

KEITH ELLISON
Member of Congress




