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{lorgress of the Hnited States
House of Representatives

HMushington, BA 20515
August 22, 2012

The Honlorable Leon Panetta
S

Us. D of Defense
1000 Pentagon
Washi DC 20301-1000

Dear Sedretary Panetta,

Thank you for the time and dedication the Department of Defense has expended in recent
weeks arid months communiesting o Cangress our updated strategic defense posture. This
communication and partnership is essential 1o ensure our war fighters have the toals necessary to
cantinue;to kesp our nation safe.

President Obama’s decision to turn over security to the Afghan national government by 2014
appeared (o be based on arbitrary timelines and not meesurable security benchmarks. This seatiment
has been/ confinmed by the former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen, who
testified pefore the House Armed Services Commitiee, stating, “{t}he president's decisions arc more
aggressiye and incur more risk than I was originally prepared to sccept.” Possibly s a result of this
aggressiye timelinc, over the past 10 days, Afghan forces have attacked their coalition partners
multiple times, killing § Americans. In all of 2011 there were 21 attacks, killing 35 troops. ] am
concernad that so far this year there have elready been 32 incidents, killing 40 U.S. military personnel.,

President Obama’s statement on Mondsy, August 20, 2012 thet he is adhering to his war
sirategy of using U.S. troops to advise and mentor Afghan forces, despite these recent attacks, is even
more troubling. As & member of the Armed Services Subcommittes or Oversight & Investigations, [
have participated in numerons hearings on the Afghan National Security Forees timeteble for security
lead ition. Understanding that President Obama wents us 1o stay the same course in Afghanistan,
I would like to know what specific plans your Department has to mitigete the threats against our troops
as we continue to train Afghan security forces and meet the President's 2014 transiticn goal.

We must do everything we can to capitalize on the gains of the past several years in
Afdlamim“m:mmgﬁmﬂ:emmysmﬁmmadtmmtmvmAgm,thankyonfmyom
service snd I lock forward to receiving your response as to how we can prevent these attacks and

protect ol men and women serving in Afghanistan.
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