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December 12, 2013

The Hororable Chuck Hagel

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Hage!:

We write to express our concem with the Air Force's commitment t the Combat Rescue
Helicopter (CRH) program to recapitalize its fleet of search and rescue helicopters. These
indispensable assets enable the critical mission of rescuing downed pilots, a mission that former
Air Force Chief of Staff Michael Moseley once called a “moral imperative”,

As you know, the CRH program will replace 2ging HH-60 Pave Hawk helicopters with
the latest technology modified to mest this highly specialized mission. The combat search and
rescue mission is one of the highest wtifized missions in the entire military, The legacy fleet has
saved thousands of lives over the last decade and repeatedly proved the critical nature of this
mission. The age and high operations tempo of the current helicopters, however, has driven up
Operations and Maintenance costs and challenged mission readiness rates. Two unsuccessful
Air Force efforts to recapitalize the legacy fleet have exacerbated this situation and prolonged the
use of these more than thirty-year old assets.

The Air Force should be commended for its current effort to develop an effective
acquisition strategy centered on a technically acceptable, best value selection likely to survive
gny protests that have doomed past acquisitions. The Air Force’s CRH strategy to utilize a
fixed-priced incentivized contract will aliow it to recapitalize equipment in a budget constrained
environment. We believe this mission is too important to allow arbitrary budget pressures to
thwart providing these lifesaving aircraft, and the Air Force should move forward with its
acquisition strategy to recapilalize the CRH fleet in an expeditious manner.

We therefore respectfully ask you to provide resofute support for the Combat Rescue
Helicopter prograrn in your funire budget submigsions, We appregiate that the Air Force has
competing budgetary demands, but those must not interfere with equipping the Air Force to
execute the vilal and essential mission of rescuing downed pilots, as well as saving our service-
members in harm’s way.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of our request. We took forward to working

with you on this critical matter.
Sincercly, W
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JOE COURTNEY

Member of Congress
MIKE McINTY'RE a
Member of Congress
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of Congress Member of Congress

2"\. B’Lﬁ o

ERICSWALWELL RON BARRER
Member of Congress Member of Congress

WILLIAM L. E.NYART ( Jg}m B. I?ARSON
chcnym ember of Congress
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Member of Corigress - Member of Congress

STEVE ISRAEL

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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PAUL COQK
Member of Congress
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OHN F. TIERNEY
Member of Congress

TIMO H. P
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

TERRI A, SEWELL
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

vy A
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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~/TOM REED
Member &f Congress

ORETTA-SANCHEZ
Member of Congress

DUNCAN HUNT
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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ROBERT E. ANDREWS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

N& TSON@AS i

Member of Congress
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DEREK KILMER
Member of Congress

DANIEL B. MAFFEI
M of Congress
AVID LOEB
Member of Congress
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WILLIAM L. OWENS
Member of Congress

DAVID P. JOYEL

Member of Congress

TOM LATHAM
Member of \Cong;rcss
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Member of Congress
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Member of Chogress
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Member of'Congress

BLAKE FARENTHOLD
Membgr of Congress

THOMAS T ROONEY
Member of Congress

PETER T. KING
Member of Congres
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Member of Congress Member of Chngress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
JACKIE WALORSKI MO BROOKS
Member of Congress Member of Congress
MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM MIKE RQG
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SAM JOHNSON JANICE HAHN
Member of Congress Member of Congress
JIM BRIDENSTINE

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress M of Congress
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MICHAEL E. CAPUANC |
Member of Congress  *
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JAMES A HIMES
Mdmber of Co?gress
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COLLEEN W:HANABUSA
Member of Congress

éOB WOODALL

Member of Conigress
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2 B MZEL\
AVID B. McCKINLEY
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ADAM KENZINGER
Member of Congress
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OHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON
Member of Congress




