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SECRETARY OF OEFENS.E 
1000 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, CC 20301·1!)00 

MEMORANDUM FORSECRETARlES OF THE MILITARY 
DEPARTMENTS 

CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS·OF STAFF 
UNDER. SECRET ARY OF DEFENSE FOR POLICY 
UNDER SEcRETARY OF DEFENSE 

(COMPTROLLER) . . 
GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE DEPARTMEJ:IT OF 

DEFENSE : . 
COMMANDER. U.S. CENTRAL COMMAND 
COMMANDER, U.S. SOUfHERN COMMAND 
DIRECTORS.OF THE DEFENSE AGENCIES 
DIRECTORS OF TIIE DOD FlELD ACTMTIE~ 

SUBJECT: War Crimes and Related Investiga,tions within the U.S. Central Command 
Area of Operations 

In vie\v of the special circumstances associated with Operation Endµring F1eedom,. 
I direct the Secretary of the Army to exercise overall responsibility and direction Within · 
-the Departrn~nt of Defense for all matters pertaining to the investigation of alleged· or 
suspected war crimes, ac~ of terrorism, and other r~l.ated offenses committed against the 
United States or U.S. personnel. This responsibility is limited to investigating offenses 

·committed against U.S. militaiy and civilian personnel. other U.S. nationals~ or U.S. 
interests (e.g .• U.S. property located in or.outside the United States).by members of the . 
Taliban~ Al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations or individuals located· or found within 
the U.S. Central Command area of op~ratioos, or at U.S. Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. This responsibility does not apply to matters of discipline related to. the camp 
operations at the Guantanamo Naval Base. The i~~tigative responsibilio/ includes the 
authority to interview witnesses, conduct searches and seizures, obtain int~lligence 
infonnation, maintain custody of evidence, a~d support prosecution in accordance with· 
applicable faws and regulations. The Secretacy oftl\e Army shall execute this 
responsibility for the duration of Operation Enduring Freedom, or until oth.erwise 
directed. 

[n exec~ting this mi.ssion, the Secretacy of the Army shall coordinate direetlywith 
and be supported by Co~mander, U.S. Central Command, a11d Commander, U.S. 
Southern Command. The Secretary of the Anny is authorized to coordinate, ·as 
appropriate, DoD's investigative efforts \vi th the Federal .Bureau of Investigation 2nd 
other law enforcement and intelligence agencies lo ensure that the investigation is as . 
thorough an<:f exhaustive as possible under the circumstances. Further. in taking Chese 
actions. the Secretary of the Anny shall consult regularly with the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy and the General Counsel of the Department of Defense. All DoD 
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components shall supp~rt the Secretary of the Army ~n accomplishing this mission, as the 
Secretary of thi; Anny may require. The Secretary of the Army shall.ensure the 
capabilities of all the Services are considered in performing this mission. The Secretary 
of the Army shall inform the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy and the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) of his short and long-term funding requirements and: 
any additional requirements to ensur~ adequate resourcing of the mission. The Secretary 
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of the Anny will coordinate procedures for obtaining in-theater support with 
Commander, U.S. Central Command and Commander, U.S. Southern Command. Any 
support requiring deployment of combatant commander-assigned forces or equipment 
must oe coordinated with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in accordance with 
established procedures. · 

The Secretary of the Army shall report regularly to.the Secretary of Defense on the 
status of his investigations of war crimes and related offenses under this directive and 
shall consult with the Secretary of Defense before any significant-investigations are 
closed as unsubsfantiated. · ' · · · 1 
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SECRETARY OF THE . ARMY 
WASHINGTON 

JAH 2 9 LOOZ 

MEMORANDUM THRU CHIEF OF STAf'.F, ARMY 

FOR DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, G.·3 

SUBJECT: War Crimes and Related Investigations within the U.S. Central 
Command Area of Operations . 

• 

The Secretary of Defense has directed me tq exEl(cise overall 'r&Spon5ibt1itY 
and direction within the Department of Defense (OoO) for all matters pertaining·to 

. the investigation of alleged or suspected war crimes, acts of terrorism. and other 
related .offenses committed against the United StateS or U.S. personnel : 
(endosure). · 

You will implement this directive with the.assistance of the G-2 and The 
Jud~ Advocate General and will ooordinate with the OSO/Joint ~taff for funding, 
resourcing. and otherwise supporting this mlssio~. The U.S. Army.Criminal 
Investigation Command (CID) will prepare. an implemen~tion plan that 
maximizes the capabilities of other DoD Components that will provide supt>ort. 
CID is authorized to exercise all th~ investigative responsibilities and ~ordinate 
directly with USCENTCOM, USSOUTHCOM, and.law enforcement and 
intelligence investigative agencies, as outllned ln·the endosure. cm will receive 
the results of Intelligence gathering efforts from the Joint Interrogation Facility. 
which has been tasked to support th'ese Investigations. 

The Anny General Counsel wiK be responsible for overseeing comprtance with 
this directive and will co'nsult and coordinate wl~ the Under Secretar}t of Defense 
for Policy, the OoO General Counsel, and other senior legal and.policy officiaJs 
as appropriate. To that end, the Army General Counsel will be included in alf 
interagency discussions and. negotiations with senior officials. · 

Prepare an operational order, oonslstent with this memorandum and the 
guidance that I provided ·On January 23, 2002, to Implement the enclosure. 

-dw&[.flk:_ 
Thomas E. White 
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