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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL 
1600 DEFENSE PENTAGON 

WASHINGTON, DC 2.0301·1600 .",. 

AUG 18 2004 

The Honorable George V. Voinovich 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-3504 

Dear Senator Voinovich: 

"', r- ...., 

,I, 

," . :.;: 
, , 

Thank you for your letter to President George W. Bush concerning the incidents that 
occurred at the Abu Ghraib prison. The Department ofDefense (DoD) appreciates your 
recognition of the efforts of our men and women serving in Iraq. The Ij>oD is working as 
efficiently and effectively as possible, and within the constraints of the law, to reach 
closure on the Abu Ghraib issue. ' 

I understand your concern 'about the effect that this may have had on our relationship 
with the Iraqis and other Arab and Muslim States. I assure you that the DoD is taking 
appropriate action to make certain that the reputation of the United Sta~ does not suffer 
but is strengthened by using a transparent justice system to hold those i/lVolved 
accountable for their actions. ' , 

Again, thank you for your letter to the President. Please let me know i~ I may provide 
additional infonnation about the Department of Defense. :' 

Daniel J. Dell'Octo 
Principal Deputy General Counsel 

SecDef o 



THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF OEFENSE 

1200 DEf'f:NSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1200 

I1EAL1'H AP"FAIftS DEC - 3m 

Alan E. Kazdin, PhD, AB PP
 
President, American Psychological Association
 
750 First Street. NE
 
Washington, DC 20022-4242 

Dear Dr. Kazdin: 

Thank you for your letter ofOetober 2,2008, to President Bush, infonning us of 
the new policy of the American Psychological Assnciation (APA) prohibiting 
"psychologists from any involvement in interrogations or any other operational 
procedures at detention sites that are in Yiolation of the U.S. Constitution or international 
law." I have been asked to respond to your letter. 

It has been Department of Defense (DoD) policy to utilize psychologists in 00111 
forensic and clinical roles, including as behavioral science consultants to interrogation 
and detention Qperations. DoD Policy concerning these operations prohibits torture and 
cruel treatment ofdetainees and requires that detainees are consistently treated in a 
hum~ne fashion. While the legal and'Jogistical problems associated with the 
management ofenemy combatants continue to challenge our Nation, we can assure you 
that our commitment to the humane and lawful treabnent ofthese detainees has not 
waivered. 

Clinical support of our miJitary personnel and detainees is an ongoing mission, as 
is the ongoing requirement for forensic consultations. We would welcome the 
opportunity to continue the valuable dialogue between DoD and the APA regarding the 
implementation ofour common policies of lawful and humane treatment of detainees. 

Sincerely, 

S. Ward Casscells, MD 

SecDef-_..•.-.-._-----­
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~; centerforconstitutionalrtghts
 
• 

May. 13, 2004 

Ge.orse'W. Buill 
t'J1;.,.1i'kll1( 
Tht·'WWtt.)lOuae 
I ~ P.el1~)'lvani~·~\I~ue NW 
W"hilIJlOn,.oc.:AA'SOO. 

\Ve·w~·.tcpl~tl.Pt.i\'t, Unt~""fuUy, by ~~S, ·FoR:1:& in'Ouanl'4na,ma B~r foriUPii:·than two 
Y,UI1l, unriJ lhe.~·~h o( this year. 'Wnn: now backin the United ~etom; . 

. The legaN" of oor dctenlion,w.anhte'tQ 'bC.conr.idered ,by me Stlptanc Colir:t when we 
were; 's'~ddcnl)' .JUll't<Lout C!!f OuBnt~amo ~)' and taken lo England, "'here. we we,e 
~,c.a~ wjthin24.fiPuri. 

Dw:i,J;lg t~ past·~·~.,'~~ l1a,.~.roen·'\Vich 1lisg\l,St 1~·Ph.9tO&fB~,ofrmo &:t~D~d ~4 
tOltUrcd in }(1l4. ·Ai ltilC'llamci'tl~e Woe 'are 1e&cling with flstonisbrncnt in the: new.aJ'.p 
~ele, ~ffjc'iB1 s.llu~n~ ~~ by t~ United. Sbles OO,Ymlmetl\ Dbo-qt "J.PJlfr.YDkA{lcln. 
led,niquis'" medllt:Glllnt6namo Bay diar arc completely'untrue.. 

.F,Ot".inswnce.. w~·tdd ~h.l tl'ic.sc: teCblliquei '''are IMant·'o WrDr (/owlI./.Uttamus bili:t1ii ' 
nita jor.b'ld 'Im·lind oJ IO"/6r~1 coming.,o Uthr'1ll lroq"~· The IeChwques, Jt'l$ l181d,1UC' 
"t[.4ign£d m,~. 'flj!'tOrlltn1l¥iC!n.!ot;su,· fJ!Id j",j:.I'.(': "bllllhe,e if'nrJ ~~/(YP.irJg.~~J 
"auif.'; Thert I.. ".no,.pJrysiidJ CO>I(dct"" al·all...(lI/,)' procUlweJ prohiJ;it 'W from .di-srobUJ" 
a pr.lsonu!prtJJr.y rt,a.ron o,.a1r (A:rmY'~oloncJ DavidM~WilUams). JUnaid th81 "mor~ 
trlUme 71lf!11tQfH ~'Udlll,r neur·~ ~"i ;n*m;g(J~"ul;.r "el/.I/J"~, )'Uperior Ql/lhori.\·u''jI~n~tU;Iil 
~'lkwl;ul 'rn(mlllJ,h'lI~ amI tlUIl l11r;1~ I~ -IiU :Wlppl,.& '" IUlltlllll.Ul.."t fi,. pliydeuJ Gba:rc' u' 
c'u",,'Velrh. ~ 

9Ur .o.""NI~~~ ..and, o~ c~ose t.",e~i~.ge of the Clt~ ,of' Q~@r mer' de~~~
 
t>eSi& us, demo'iJur.ates· ihat nch of=dICse'dm 'ji completely unllUe. . .
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F.ro~ tt\e:::inQ~1 9.f.oor,:u1i~·a1 in OlituJC'n,amo ~ay (and i~_d.frQllllota$.t#~:t~~ 
~'ere delibenately IJwniliated and degrllded by me use of metboch thit 'We nOw'read .a~, 
cfflCliaJD' d6I1.}'ilI~ 

,.~ 1<h.llnthlhsr,. w~ were q,:,e$t~p~ b~, U.~~ $Oldim· on Qur k.nces, in (:h~~.:'Mtb i~!: 
held' to :our ~ ,~d'~ "'1ft kic~ and beaten. Th~y kepJ. .11.' in Kth~pi=,'~h( 
made: up of :r body"~h ."ith JI. dUliq down to leg irons md nand"'haCkJes attaobc¢ 
Rl'lf'~re W~ hn'll~ r.h~ ,'l:1llll~ '1'1 r;'~Il"IAnllmt\, 'hl':)t 'r11'f'.~.E'.rl n~ itl'·p.MmI'J"~. ;)lrinT'~lI.:.,.,~t . 
.goggle$' ond lW1gW&t'masks 110 we, were 'Conlp)etely disorlen,reQ., 01\ 'l1te .plane; ~~ 
e:hJP,b\e4 us lo:'Jhe,:nOPc. W:ithout·ICCt!SS to a'toilet For Jhe, 22::hour fiighr: 
.' t '. .• 

bur, inlet1'ogations. in GUimf4namo. lOOt \\-'ere conducted with w dlai~ ~ the .n~:rlX 
)Jolin! on 'Citi'd. in t:Jti::umstanQei: ~6.. tltclcn~cd th&t it was tJntake to hn-e ,pJaslie 'cha;kI:'fcb' 
lhed'nt.erl'oguIDra.'lhaf 'could.be easify hosed off ba..-atlse prieo". w~uJd be .totted.ICi 
urinate: .during ~;t:<O.~n~ of them .lUld w~ nOt :.aUowcq to go to th~ 1.oj.l~ One,~.~e,. 
that was lnlJOducea 4pecifica1ly Wldet .the regime of Oe.tl.CI'1l1 MUler W8l "stlon.-shacklfrii 
where we wcre.f$'~ to ·iq\l2l.t without· Ii'chair with our ballds. c.hajnc:~rb,cr~·c:en DUf lB.' 
'ana chaibM to. the floor. If we fell over, the chmns would CUt into our hands. We wouJ4 
be Jeft i'fl this 'PDSilion for hOln·before an inlerrogalioD, during the iDtenopbun!·twhidl 
.could last II~. iQ,ng: 'IS 12 ho~). lind ,sometimes, fot houtJ '."hJlc lhe"jntc.rt9,gI~OI1 Itn;.lh~ 
room. The Bif <:ondifioning was lllmed up 10 nirh tbaJ within minu~s we 'would bet 
free~in.g, Then: "~BIl 's~be Iigbtine ll)d IOlld, ,"usic: played ~hat Was i~lf • form o( 
tqi:i~ Sometilbc~'~t;l&S\Ye.l'~:bro~gll[in.to fiighten Wi. 

We·were·nol fc~r.~n~~.tiTl.lC:.(hIll: we.wet:C theft, aJnd,wbcn we: werc.·rcNmCd,tO·,Dut:cel1s1 

we woubl-.nor 'be'ledrchat day.'\ 

'We, should ppjnt ·tlut :lh~[ Ih~ w..er:c: ~ DC) doubt Elill ate .ctltoera&:'c:Ycl),:"beto.itl :the: 
rnlm-05I1.ti~q'~>>1: w~ ~ -llW~ ~ill' ,v.i~~1I: thAt ~QJd ~qntf.a~'rf'~hU'i,..p.e:il1l,~4:] 
·tiffi~IY is; in ~ii,B\~~. w.~.lmo'W that ccrv c:ame~t ~'Idco.taipefl jlua 'pfJotbgtI'B)tS; 
cnsfslncc -woe wem,reg~larJy filmed and'phouwrltphed duriJ:lS ·!ntetroS.uoollll\d 8I other 
~St:8' w~.o. 

"Th"J! 'I,'OQC?J'dGd &)!'t','"WrT.oS_l.itlPC lD whi"b; w, "'.it1 driYlJ'h ro m.~a ~A111. ~.nf~llIonli: 
they fbsi~teCl,":e,.~e lhe bther. metfln" ';ide!) they 5.tu)wed us' fto.m'·A~llult 2000 With· 
Osma "bin ,t.adc.Il••"", MbhaJJled Alta, but Wt had been in Bnghm.d al ,i6~~: Iiint.!!dier 
~.mQnth5"i"·~tit~.~orif1n&m~t·ut,ldertrm" conditi/;lpllln(l up:!ab:d 1~leti0l\1_ 
WQ finany agreed..to.,cOn'f-ess'. 'Ust september an agetll from MIS 'came to 'GuJUl~amo 
with documentaly evidence t~ll1·pro"e.d we tbltld' nol have heen in Af-ell)l"i-(rAA i1l,hjl 
1i..mC, the :lri~o wu nWle.. In the: end we coll1d. prove 0ltt ·alibis. bur' we worrY abQut 
people' frnm..co\.l1]trie~·where rcc.on:Is are-ItO[ as n'v.aii!lbl~, 

r~;' . 
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Soidie~ told us pcnbnlilly ot':goitJi 'inLa !.:eDs and ~ciQc:t~~l.og beadnp with .Ildar~ 
~bit'h'1hey dhfnOl repo,n, ~oidicn told us "we 0111\ do. In}'tbin;:we.w.ant." W~;~l~ 
wi'tnelsed .-anumber '0..( :lirl1181 ~~Iulta upon prll.cntn: One; i.1I April 2002~ wu of 
I~romab A1..Dou.ari ftQt'l1 l1~hta'n. II man wI10 had boc:om~ pslthiiatriCDlly .df8~. 
~"ho w" lyina on &he floor-or hiJ CIIC.im.me.malcly near 10 os when a:JI'O~.of ..dgtil:,GJ 
nine go.anIs 'known u tbe .ERF Team (blreme Reaction Force) enl,red hii ~ We 
$IIW them se.ve:rely arsaolc blm~ Tbc.y ,tamped on hill "WC~ Debet him in the sl~Jriach 
CWCQ though. he bad metal rod, thm as a lCSuJt'of ltn ope"'tion. Ilfld t~y picked ~p.his 
hl"..ad lind Ilmashcd hi. fact in\() lhe t1ocr. Cae .n:mak. uf{kcr was onleJ"Cd 10' go into the 
ceJ) and klok him:AAd b9t him whlch she did, in his ·stomacb. ThiB is known. Ai 
".£RF.iug". Anolh~r dC*AiJlct., rrom ~~men, w.as beplen up so badly rhal we untlclEUlnC'i~ 
is still ,in hospital eighltCTl,· ~ths 131er. Jt was wggested thai he \Val lryjnJ 10 commii 
suicide. 1lIi1 was tlO~ 11K casc:.­

~c. w.,jsb: te·,.make:: h:.clew that 'a11 of-these and other l~ocn\S il1ld lttl ~( .,in!: bJUUlluY.• 
humHi:ation 'and dcuadslion weM,clCl1rl~' laking pl.ll.r:~ as 11 ~sa1t of.official·P9ik:ies ~d' 
orden', 

UBder.1he mSi.me of(le.'ncnll Mj·Ua,·il·was. ~gular pntCliCC',ror'Clc:tain~ ~o·.hI'iI: RU-of 
Lbeir halr inCIU<Jlns' IhCLT DcaRlS .n.v.ea Off. W.e: \YC{C ap1l1 dlill. JL _ f'-'l' (.ir.t1~ UI 

rot!~tein',incerTop~onQneIudina ifthc:y said,tNil you had {tin"d ~ p-?JyJtaph .iea11)';'; ~n 
of tnis would be fi~me4 ~ '~idJtO ~ame(i while,it·we.. happening. We·W\dtntancl.lhJl. 
even in Iht.faee of'~pitr.entadvel f-rom. th~Rtid Cro,. hll\inl'Wi~licd ~.~ca_t'o~~;~~~ 
i!,,~W1te fOl·them~c.l~·~. 'Urc adrninistr.lfitm of the .camp denJ~d to the Red Crou ttiat(h1. 
prac::1.k.'"C: CJ.hlu:d. 

~op;.4ime.s dcrehl~ would be well to the inlerrogation ~m day IIftct dV.. JU:'d kqI 
sllon~sb:Bek:1e4.:wit/1oLlthlrcrrogali.on e\'cl' ruq,pening, SOmelimes,for ~1c'l OD end. we.: 
~i'Yed.'Gi$tre.5aed·~ {rQrQ o$er dc.tainees· of t'*r being taken "Q Itlti jn\tITOJd11~iI" 
.'COm. Jc:fL nAKed Dnd.c),mn"ho the f1obr. ~"d9( "~omC!n·(,~f1fl hm"ehr.lnrn·t'he mnm WhO. 
\\'ouJd·in~ppropriaJely 'pcpv9x.e ~d intleed mO)e$llhem. It ''''is (:~mplelclfdcar1QAllJie. 
d~';liiinees·:thn' this ..as.happeron, 10 partJC\lJ~Jy V\l~n(ral)le prisOlltrs. ~aJJ)' tJtose 
who had tome from Jhe su1cteSl or blamic bkkgrolJndsJ . 

SbQl'tl)' hfot(wP. Wl".lr.fr; ill' "r.W. pracliec vi'" sfartcd. People \\':OUId be,·tak~n to what-was 
eldJ~d die "Romeo": block where lhey W"OlJld ~;'6tripped completely. After thf1le daYs. 
they'\\o'ollid be:'Bivcil unOerwelt. Aflet anolbtr three dll)'S they. WOI.lW be'gjy-en a,top, ~4 

~ .af,~ .un0lhc:r Ihree: da)'l aive,o trouser bottoms. Some pcopJo .only eVt(: jOi 

~ev. this was $Did.to be for "rnisbelut\'in.&~. (PunbtuDcnl wiW'D Guan16.nJUDO Bt., 
we COQSlWlIh: 'imposed r.or the bR:aking- or 4DY camp ':'rulen includinG'. for inB~ 
having tWo plastic: ~'in your ClIIC when ~ W~ only allowed to' hlva one. OJ having 
an extra prayer. bead'or t~.·muth toilet paper or. e.xcus,salt). So far as l(~vin&.de~~eS. 
naked is eanccm¢. it 1s' o~r under&ttmding thal the Red Cross complAined to tbe, Colonel 
Dnd rhen the GlmcraJ and after thUlO ,he U:S Ad.tninjstrotian itself abellf the pr~etl~. 

3 
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We ~:~bni~le.C'el~~:~Ut:ith'ar the, In.teJ:1\~pna1 )?ed C;1\1&& h" aU 0(. ~.,~i:Dpl~~ 
.recorded and, mplSI, undou~)~ ~a~ .dta"." all of' them, to the at~nti(ln' of:I?e 
1'~i~iQtnaaop. w~' tb....fore,ffit~:k,~~oor~nllJ')'th~ ~h' li~~ o.~ ";'''~:~O~Q\~~tE1r. 
lOd~y.~by;sen'orocrt~i~,jis lo &be -c;bnclirlDn5'tll1d methOds used at Ouantfb8nxJ'.Bay.. '''Y..e 
rue' conflde~t: lbat, l'OC.orde ~ pif{UreS.:must 'exist' and ;that"'thcle shsndd',all J'Jl:)w ~ 
provided:i:o lJIe pub1ie 1n yoUr couribo/ as wen as OUIl allhe' earliest oppOltlll)hy.·'S,o.l]j1t 
they·-cm fonn'thcir'ownJudpc:nL 

We loo:k.fOJ'Wlrd,·1O 'in' :immediQre response ill view of ,the mhint'Orm'itiu'r.l 'thitHI-bcitl,~" 
ll\!t.ll1~,the·pubUc,~~ w.or~dwidt; ~ whlchw~kn~w.to be ~true. 

w~ ~. rePi\1s~ted ..bf um.~~;.rot.:~on8titUliomiJ. RightS In. rh~ United Siatell,arid:'o\Jt 
SOJlC(tbl'"Q41tth~~.h~ dJc"f-!ni1t:d'J'jI;1t:«!qm Pleallc ~~,.u \~qui:m,}~ 

Nlicnac• .Katller. tnslGtnt 

B1Vtlm,,9lsbnb;5k~'tDepul:Ylcgal..DiRCtor
 
S~'en Watt.. f'elJC~
 
Ce.~'t:fQ): tonStl.hl~Qf1al:'Riglnd.
 
666';Btoadw.ey 
~c."" YOI'k-, NY' iOO12', ., 

; . 

..
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