DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL ’
1600 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1600 . -

T

The Honorable George V. Voinovich
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510-3504

Dear Senator Voinovich: :

Thank you for your letter to President George W. Bush concerning the incidents that i
occurred at the Abu Ghraib prison. The Department of Defense (DoD) appreciates your

recognition of the efforts of our men and women serving in Irag. The DoD is working as

efficiently and effectively as possible, and within the constraints of the Ilaw, to reach

closure on the Abu Ghraib issue.

I understand your concern about the effect that this may have had on our relationship
with the Iragis and other Arab and Muslim States. I assure you that the DoD is taking
appropriate action to make certain that the reputation of the United States does not suffer
but is strengthened by using a transparent justice system to hold those mvolved
accountable for their actions.

Again, thank you for your letter to the President. Please let me know 11} I may provide
additional information about the Department of Defense. .

Sincerely,

Dol

Daniel J. Dell’Orto i
Principal Deputy General Counsel
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

1200 DEFENSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 20301-1200

HEALTH AFFAINS DEC - 3 2008

Alan E. Kazdin, PhD, ARPP

President, American Psychological Association
750 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20022-4242

Dear Dr. Kazdin:

Thank you for your letter of October 2, 2008, to President Bush, informing us of
the new policy of the American Psychological Assaciation (APA) prohibiting
“psychologists from any involvement in interrogations or any other cperational
procedures at detention sites that are in violation of the U.S. Constitution or international
law,” 1 have been asked to respond to your letter.

it has been Department of Defense (DoD) policy to utilize psychologists in both
forensic and clinical roles, including as behavioral science consultants to interrogation
and detention operations, DoD Policy concerning these operations prohibits torture and
cruel treatnen of detainees and requires that detainees are consistently treated in a
humane fashion. While the legal and logistical problems associated with the
management of enemy combatants continue to challenge our Nation, we can assure you
that our commitment to the humane and lawful treatment of these detainees has not
waivered.

Clinical support of our military personnel and detainees is an ongoing mission, as
is the ongoing requirement for forensic consultations. We would welcome the
opportusity to continue the valuable dialogue between DoD and the APA regarding the
implementation of our common policies of lawful and humane treatment of detainges.

Sincerely,

. S. Ward Casscells, MD
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National Security Council

Referral
Memorandum For:
WILLUIAM MARRIOTT
Document Descrintion: To: PRESIDENT
From: SHAFIO RASUL

Document Date:  5/13/2004

Subiect: LTR FM CENTER FOR CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS RE DETAINEES
Action Reauired: DIRECT REPLY FURNISH INFO COPY

Due Date: 8/19/2004
Comtnents: PLEASE RESPOND TO THIS LTR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE (
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Case Number: (405911
Action Date: 08/13/2004
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May. 13, 2004

George W Bush

Tyl

The' ‘Whnc House

1600 Pennsytvania Avenue NW
Waskiitrgion, DC, 20500

Doat Proagidont Buch:

We-were.kep.captive, unia\Vfully, by LS. Forces in Guanténamo Bay for didre thun tvo
years.unsil the 8% March of this ysar. We are now back in the United Xingdom: :

- The legality of cur defention. wias-dueto be considered by the Supreme Court when we
were sydidenly pulfed.out of Guantdname Bay and taken lo Bugland, where. we were
released within 24 bipurs,

During the past-wetk, we haye soch-with disgust the photographs of men detajoed anid
torured in Jrad. -Af the same/time we are Teading with astonishinent in the: newapa_am
hese, officidl staiempnts mede by the United. Staies Governtnent abour "interropation
techrigues” psetlatGuanténamo Bay that are completely unicue,

"For insidnice, we-reid thay these techniques “are wneant. 10 wear down.detainees bui ‘tig
rules jorbid the-kind of fortures coming. to light'in Iraq™: "U'he techniques, 1t'1s said, ane
"dirsigned 1 -cause disarientution, fatigue and stress”, "but there is'no SIvipping, detginges
naked”, Theré 1s "o, physical contacts ar-all...our procedures prohibit'us from dl'srabingt
a prisoner jor any reason af. ali” (Army Coloncl David McWilljams). IL.is said that “more

extreme methods .mdx as néar-duy lang inlerrogotions raqmu superior aulhorivatitin:and
scdivel monkiosing® and Oan Ve I = Stripping e hamifiasam or pliyxicud abuve dt

Camp Delta."

Our own-experience,-and our close knowledge of the experience of dther mep defained
Beside us, demoistrates that cuch ofthese claims is completely untrue.
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Frani the snomen of our amival in (antinamo Bay (and indezd from long. bifore): we
wege déliberutely humiiaged and degreded by the use of methods thet we riow read o8
offioiole donvmg.

At “Khandnhsr we were questioned by. U8, soldiers on our knees, in chaing, with guuv
held: fo our hequ; dud-we were klckcd and bedten. They kept ug in “thres-picce. suiis
made up of body belt with # chaits down 1o leg irons and hand-shackles sttached:
Retrre we hoswdad the pland 10 Granifnamo, they dmssed ug in earnffc, phintétlant

- goggles and surgical misks s0 we. wefe completely d:soﬂemed On 'the plane; ey
ch;dncd us to'she.floor without access 1o a-toilet for the 22-hour flighs:

Ounmlmog,anmu in Guantdnamo, tog, were conducted with us chained (o the floor-for
hours on fid.in clrcumstances: $0.brolonged thet it was pructice to have vlaslic chalrs-far
the-ntervogaiors. that could be easily hosed off because pridoness would be forced .to:
urinate during the coprse of them and were net .allowed to go to the -w)la One. practice
that was introduced specifically undét the regime of General Miller was "shunashacklmg'
where we were, farced 10 squat without-g chair with our hands chained berween bur logs
and chaihed to. the floor. 1f we fEll over, the chains would cut into our hands, We would
be left in this position for hours-before an mlenugahun, during the 1 mtcrmgzmum {which
could last ag.iongus 12 hours), and sometimes, for hours whike the, intcrrogators lefc ke
room. The it condifioning was lumed up 5o h:gh thes within minuies wé would be
freezing. There was sirobe lighting and lond. music played that was incif a form of
toriure, Sommdtimer dogs wWers brought in Ia frighten us.

We were not fod al}. the time. thut we.were there, and-when we were.rerumed:to-our‘cells,
we wouldinot be fedithat day.

‘We.should point but that there were and ng doubt still are cameras. evenywhero it he:
mlmognbba pregs” We pre awpc thae cvidense that gould conuadicr -whvt'ip. Peing, Miﬂ
officially is)in éxisigbre. W know thet ‘CCTV comeras, videotipses pnd phomgrh‘p}w
cxist since we were rogularly filmed and photegraphed during Interrogations and af other
tirnes, B8 well,

Lhey thsisted we-weie lhc uﬂﬂer men'in g videp they showed vs’ fromy Ausust 2000 Witk
Osema bin Laden.and Mohamed Ara, but we hed been in Bnglang at-that: time. ‘Afler
three manths, in' solitary .confinsmeént undér humh conditiops and repeated intéorogations,
we finally agroed.(0. confess. ‘Liist September an agent from MIS came to Gituritfnamo
with documentary evidenoe that proved we tould not have heen in Afghhnkrm a1 3hp
time. the vidco wag niade. In the end we could prove our.afibis., bur we wornry sbait
people from-countries where records are ot as avaijable,
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Soldieis told us personally of ‘going inta el and candu¢ting beatings with mélal barg
which they did ntt report, Seldicrs told us "we can do gnything:we want.” Weoniiglves
wimessed 4 number ‘of :brua] assaults upen pnsoners. Oge; in April 2002; was of
Jummah Al-Doussrd from Ruhmain, 3 man who had bocome psvchintrically disnirbed,
who wap lying on the floor of his cage. immediately near 1o us when a; group.of cight or
nine guards known as the ERF Team (Bxtreme Reaction Force) entered his cage. We
saw them severely asseult him: They stamped on his ncck, kicked him in the stomiach
cven though he had metal rods there as a result of an operétion, and they picked up his
head and smashed bis face into the floor. One female officer was ordered to-go into the
cell and Xick him :and beat him which she did, in his .stomsch. This is known. as
"ERFing”. Another dctainee, from Yemen, was besten up so badly that we understand hic
is slt in hospits) eigheen months Jater. 3t was suggested that he was trying to cominit
suicide. This was not tbe case:

We. wish m‘xx'zﬁke it.clepr that all of these and other intidents und @1l Of ihé brutatyy,
hugniliation and degradation were cleurly tuking place as a resalt of official policies and
ondery,

Under; the regime of Geneenl Mitles, it ‘was regular practice-for detainc2s to have sll of
their halr includng ther Deards snavea Off. We were wid dim Ji was Fw failuw

couperate in:inwrvogation (including if they said-thut you hud fuited a polygraph tear). All

of this would be filmed an video chmetn while.it' was happening, We understand. that
even in the.face of repicsentatives fron the Réd Crogs hiving witnessed af leastone soch

instance for thenselves, the administration of the camp denled 1o the Red Crozs that this

pracuice exdsted.

Somclimes detsinees would be 1aken to the inferrogation soom day ufter day: and kept
short:shackled - without interrogation ever huppening, sometimes for woeks an end. We:
received. distressed” 18 frijm other detainecs of their being teken 1o the interrogation.
soon, Jeft nalicd ond-choined to the floor, andof women bheing hraughr. intn-the ronm wWho.
would inappropriately provoke und indeed mojest them. It was completely cicarto.all the.
detainees thot this was. happéaing to panticularly vulnesable prisoners, especially Uyose
who had vome from the strictest of Islamic backgrounds: '

Shordy hefore we. 1afl, » new practice wes sarted, Peoplé would be-tuken to what-was
called the "Romes™ block where they would be:stripped complecly, After three days,
they would begiven underwess. Afier snother three days they.would be-given a {ep, and
then .aftor another three: days given trowser bottoms. Some people only ever got
underwear. This was said ta be for "misbehaving”. (Punishment withib Guantinamo Bey
was cons_nmm Amposed for the breaking of any camp *rule” including, for instance,
having two plestic cupy'in your cuge when you were only allowed 10 have one. or having
an extra prayer besd-or too.much tollet paper or excess salt). So far 2s leaving detainees.
niked is concemed, it 1s our understunding thal the Red Cross complained Yo the. Golonel
and they the Genera] and after that 16 the U.S Administration itsclf about the practice.
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We ae-comfilercly gure that the, Internstipnal Red Crosk his all of thdse comiplaifts
recorded and mwst. undoubtedly have .drawn all of them to the atiention of -the
Admivictration. We' therefore:find W extraordinary that pugh: lies are being-told publigly
wday:by-senior oficials.ps (o he conditions upd methods used at Quantfnarns Bay. "We
nre: confideni; that records and picfures -must exist* and :that~these shouid'.all now be
provided.to the public in your country as well as ours at the carliest opportunicy so. Ut
they can formr their-own judgemient.

We Jook forwand 4 &nilnmediate response in view of the misinformation thit is beitig
putinto-the public:domain worldwide &nd whidh we know.to be untrue. )

Yours siricerely,

Shafiq Rasul apd Asif Iqbal

We are, repicsentad by Uie Center:fot Constitifopal Rights in. thy United States arid:our
solicitor, Gareth Piroe;, in the United Kingdont: Plesre address all {nquiries e

viiCnaci Janer, £resioent

Barbars Qishahsky, Députy Legal Director
Steven Wan, Felloy

Cenne for Constimytional Rights,

666 Broadway

Now York, NY 10012'
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