— was interviewed on 12 February 2004, as

follows:- 1]

C. Have you been informed of the nature of our interview
today?

A. I would like you to explain toe me exactly. We dad

some investlgation back in Abu Ghraib, and I would like to—-i1f
vou could elaborate orn that a l:ittle bit more.

G I would be very nappy to do that for you before we
star: I just wanted to preface that by saying, if you have any
know.edge, whatsoever. I am Major General Taguba. I'm the
Depury Tommanding Genera. cf the Coalition Land Forces Component
Command tnat is headguarterec at Camp Doha, Kuwalrt My
commendinyg cfficer, Lieutenant General Davad E. McKiernan, the
Cummarding General cf the Coal:ition Forces Lanid Component
Command nas appolnted me as the investigating officer under the
Frecvesicns of Army Regulatior 15-6 That was under the
d.reciion of General Johr Ablzaid, the Commander of Central
Command Our 1nvestigatier 1s ¢ gather all reievant facts and
crrcumstances surrounding recent zllegations of maltreatment of
detainees at the Abu Ghraibk prison, alsc known as the Baghdad
Certral Confinement Faciliity, as well as the detalnee escapes
anc accountabilaty lapses as reported through CJTF-7. And my

N

inauiry w... further investigate training, standards,

Anwex q/



employment, command policies and internal policies concerning
the detairees held at the Abut Ghraib Prison. And f:nally, our
inguiry 15 to assess the command climate and the supervisory
presence of the 800th Military Police Brigade and chain of
commanc I also want to advise you that our interview 15 being
recorded so we can capture the accurate questions and responses

that you will provide. Dc you Lave any guestions about the

scope”

) No, sir.

< Fcr the record, please, would you please state your
ful: nmame’

G And your socia. security number®

- Y

L The nature of your emplcyment?

A I am a linguist. I was hired by S0S, Titan firm, for
the Army

9] S0 you're prancipa.ly an irtergpreter”

A Yes, sir

Q Do ycu do any interrogaticns at a.l?

A Not myself

Q Not by yourself®

No

T
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c. But since you're an lnterpreter, are you interpreting

for the irterrogator anc translating for the detainee?

A Absolutely.

o) Good. How long have you been doing this now?

A Since October l4th until now.

9] Unti1l now. Whe are you, since you’re a civilian

contractor hired by Titan, who 1s your chain of--who dc you

report O’

B As far ag civ.lilar matters or military matters®
G Military matters.
A Well, we have Sergeant--in the beginning, it used to

[n
rr

be eraedi

- then tc be benest with you, I forgot the

name pecause we kept shifting from team fo team. But my

inmed:zte guy who was ir crarge vas VRN

o] He was & civilian or military?

43]

A He was & military--he was taking care of our
businesses for the linguistes

o Whe :s your immediate military supervisor? Do you
nave one”

A Welli, usually 1t’s mv interrogator, - And -
has another guy to report tc Because we're working on a

special project, anc he has to let him know about my situatiomn,

and from there, through his report, he has to tell other people.
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0 But did you understand that there’s a military
commander above the things that you’re doing”?
A, Yes,

Q. I understand you work with caivilians.

a No, I know. I forgot his name, Major-

G Major -wa5'¢
A Major - at that time, 1t was Major ‘
C When did you arrive at Abt Ghraib?

L Dctober 14th, I believe, either the l4th or the 15th

Dic you d¢ any other interpreting, translaticn Job

K

before tnen-?
& Mg, =11

Sc ycu were assigned tc Abu Ghraib?

L@

& fes, sir

C Were you hired back 1in the Un:ited States or were you
nired nere”

P Nc, back ir the United States

o At that point 1r time, were ycu advised of the nature

ci your joub”®

I

Tney tcid us 1t couid be in the fi1eld, could be

anywhere .f 1 took the job, regardless of what the situation
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0. ¥When you arrived at Abu Ghraikb, did anyone explain to

you the nature of your job?

A, Yes, lndeed, Cm.ef— and they give us like a
little semanar of what’s going on, what’s going to happen,
what's the limitations, what you’re supposed to do, what not to
de I vou see anything wrong, you’re to report it immediately,
ana tnings like that.

So you received a briefing and a seminar.

L@

EN They did give us a briefing, yes, sir.
C How long was that trainlng?
& That’s a good question, an hour, give and take. To be

rones:t with you, I don’t recalli, but I think 1t was a lengthy
one, bhecause they went through a1l the procedures

C D.d they g:xve you, beyond that, the conditions and the
personnel that are being held at Abu Ghra:b prison, did they
give ycu additional instruct:ons or 1lnformation with regards to

the nature ¢f the operating environment”?

I

Yes, and no The reason, for example, they told us
wnat our .i1mitatlions 1s We have to be with an interrogator and
we have tc¢ nave an analyst and things like that We cannot--we
nave tc stay with the detainee If we see anything wrong, we
have to report i1t and things like that And they told us, “If

you don’t like the environment, you just could stop and walk



away and you could report immediately any abuse incident,” and
things like that.

Q What were some of those liamitations that you talked
about® What were you authorized to do in your job performance

and your role as a----

A My job i1s just & translator, no more, no less.
Q No more, no less”?

A That’s 1t

¢ Okay, all right Dc you have any knowledge,

whatsoeve}, of the Geneva Convention®

E Yes.
Q Was i1t ever instructed to you, or were you glven some
sort i a rrece of paper that basically said, “Anything that we

dc here o~ not do here 15 governed by the Geaeva Convention®?

)3 Yes, ndeed, they ment.onec that.
Q Whc mentionec that to you?
A To be honest with you, I don’t recell, but I remember

the celainees’ rights ana things like, human rights and things
like that They do mention xt, but exactly, I don’'t recalil, to
be honest with you.

< But they did not give you any writter references, Army

regulations or field manuals or SOPs to read?
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E I believe they gave us some paper to read, and we had
tc sign 2t at the time. But the details, I don’‘t recall, to be
honest with you, but I signed two papers, I believe I signed.

Q Do you recall what you signed?

A. Some of the procedures, the limitations for the=~-i:f
you see arythinc wrong, you have to report 1t, anything unusual,
you nave 1o report 1t and things like that. But to be honest
with you, Geneva Convention, I might have read 1t. I might nhave
signed :t, but I don’t recall too much.

o Dc you know what the Geneva Convention is-?

|

You know, how to--1f somebody has a prisoner of the
war, yoL have to treat them nicely, because it’s a mutual
srtuatior We could be detainees on the other side, so there 1s
rules anc regulations, like that effect his personal raights and
things, vou Know There’s limitations for everything.

¢ Did they explain to you how your employees would
protect you should you be detained by Iragl or anti-coalition

forces?”

A That’s a good guest.on, I don’t think so.

Q They never explainecd that tc you.

E No

Q That you could be detained at any time by other people

that were anti-coalition forces?
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B That’s a good question. I can’t answer that, sir. I

don't recall

0 You don’t recall that being explained t¢ you?

a. T don't recall. They might, but I don’t recail. If
they mentioned 1t, I might--1t‘s a great question.

g Did they explain to you 1f you get hurt or 1if you die
here or you’re captured----

A They gave us a f:le. They said, give 1t tc the
immed:ate people just 1n case something happens to you, they
have tne recorc. They have things, the next of kin and things
l.ke tha-

C Le: me move forward now with the context of your duty
ze & translator purely for doing the interrogation period. And
I'm not Lcoking for anything specific or the contents of the
interroga-ion, specific contents of the interrogation. Could
you describe for me what typically happens, generally, in the

cenduct =I ar interrogation”

= Okay, what woulcd happen 1s usuaily the interrogatcr
goes tc the MPs and says, "I want this prisoner,” and they would
say, “Where dc you want him to be?” 1If there’s empty booths,

11

tney will gquide the detainee toc tha:t location. And then what
happens 1: the i1nterrogator wiil set up the tables, the table

and the cnairs according to the way he wants 1t tc see fit.
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I've seen some of the interrogators, they tell me to stay behind
the detairee. Some of the guys tell me to sit next to ham.

Some of tre guys tell me to “Sit next to me facing the

detainee * And then they want to ask a guestion, then I have to

translate back and forth, from Arabic to English, from English

tc Arabac

Q S0 Lt’s never the same.

A Never the same

Q It could be, where we're sitting today, you're to my
left

A Rignt

C Anc¢ the detainee cculd be to the right, and the

nterroga-or cculd be 1r the middie

IS Jr sometimes what they do is they put the detainee in
the cocrner with & chairr, and I will be sitting next tc the
INCEerrogas-or.
C Okay
& Some of the i1nterrogators, they nhave their own

)

preference They will say, “We want you to be--" they put the
detainse halfway in the middie I'd be behind nim and they--
facinc him--because some of the detainees, they like to see the

interpreter because he speaks the same language, they always go

li1ke this [turning his head to the side]



Q. So it’s not always the same.

A No

Q I got 1t. Prior tc the interrogation being conducteg,
1s there & pian-~

A, Yes, lately, they put a lot of emphasis on 1t. The
interrogator will say, “Okay, this 1s my game plan.” Sometimes
ne wzll say, “I'm going tc ask him 12 gquestions, and don't
listen to him. Just transiate my questions to him and don't
Ii1ster tc what he’s going tc say.” Or sometimes they will say,
“"Ckay, th.:s 1s the game plan We’'re goling to ask easy questions

anc we want----=-"

% S5c like a rehearsa.”

it A rehearsa., absolutely

o Is that i1n wraiting or 1s that given to you verbally®

A Qh, verpally. But he has-~--

C You said “iately,” now, you said, "“lately,” there’s
beer, more emphasis on the interrogation plan.

A Nc, as a matter cf fact, this goes back to September,
the beginning ci September

C And you arrived here 1ir October

L2y In October, yeah I would say end of November cr last

part of November, they put a lot of emphasis on that.

Q. You salid this was typically done verbally.

10



A Verbally, yes, sir.

o) Did you see anything in writing signed by somebody”?

A Usually, the interrcgator will have thne info, usually.
Because tlrat’'s done by the interrogator, will brief us, we have
an analyst, and then we’ll walk into the booth.

Q Please describe for me at the conclusion of the
lnterragation what happens next?

A What happens, after back and forth session of
guestions and answers, guestions and answers, me and my
colleaque, which 1s the 1nterrogator and analyst, will sit and
he wi.. =vy tc absorb what happened in the room And there will

be aguestions and answers And he wi1ll say, "Did I miss

arything, &s for as----"

o] s this 1n the presence of the detainee”

£ Ko, after we send the detainee, we gc back to the 1ice
room---—-—

c Okay, let me back up At the end of the session,

-et’s -ust say we just ended now anc----

A Okay, I see what ycou’'re saying. In that case, what
happens 13, one of the--usually the analysts are military.
What haopans 1s they stay with the detainee and we’ll go tell
the MPs tnat we’re done and they will come and guard 1t., This

is--we ar= 1n the hard cell, in the IS0O. But 1f we are 1n the

11



outsade, what will happen 1is the analyst, whiach 1s the military
guy, personnel, he will guard the detainee--obviously he has the
handcuffs on. He will put them back on his hands. He will take

ther wrere--1f it’s a walking distance to his camp or they might

put hir ir. a HMMWV and take him back to~-=-—-
Q To somewhere else.
iy Yes, sir.
Q But let’s just focus for a moment, those detainees

that are placed in the hard site, at the conclusion of the

interrogat:on, do you accompany the detainee back----

) Apbsolutely not

] Nc™

I I cannct continue wi.th it.

C Oxay And of ccurse, you've never done that.

A Nc, no, sir.

C Sc, those detainees then are given back tc the MPs....
A The MPs and the MPs will~----

C Take them back

2} Okay, what we do also, for example, 1f we're in the

buiiding, usually the analysts will gc and tell the MP, because
sometimes the analyst would be a civilian. The interrogator

W1il stay with the detainee. I will be next to the interrogator

Just :in case, 1f he wants something, he wants to say something,

12



wn

anag I &lsc will! tell the MPs It's walking distance from the
seccnc ficor to the first floor, and they will come and guide
the detainee back to his cell.

Q0 Do you know at that time when the detainees are g:iven
back tc the MPs, whether there are additional instructions given

by the anzlyst to the MP?

A Tc be honest with you, I don’t interfere with that.

9 But you’re nct aware of any instruction?

Y Nc, sir. Usually, the interrogator will go back to
the MPs -: they have anything that needs to be discussed.

That's thesr job

& 3¢ the detainees are given back to the MPs and they're
claced back 1n the:ir cell And ther you said that now vou and
“he andivst will then review the process....

And the 1nterrogator

T

C The i1nterrogator, I'm scrry, wlll review the process
anc tc, they will ask, "Did I m:ssz something?”
£ As far as, for examp.ie, when he speaks Arabic, he

might men' tor a few things that I wasn’t able to elilaborate on in

ceta.. " might say, “You know what, alsc, I think this 1z what
ne meant ”

Q Okay.

A Give him some example

13
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", An after act:ion review

A Yeah

Q. But not 1n any kind of depth, type of a post-
interrogation review 1s the analyst asking you for your thoughts
in terms of what to do next.

A Nc, no. It's a matter of conversation that the
detalnee was talking about just 1n case, you know, because a lot
cf times in the Iragqi accenrt, there 1s a lot of things that he
menticns, s$0 you have to be aware af that. Since I'm an Iraq:i,
I krow what they want to say, sc I will try to help them as much
a5 1 cer as far as what he’'s saying.

G D1¢ ycu have any knowl.edge, wnatsoever, to rumors or
j~rect knowledge of escapes cr shootings or detalinee
mistreatment in the Abu Ghra:c facility?

pa I heard about the escapee cases, but indirectly, but
we cidr’t hear 1t from the military, that aspect We heard
there was an escapee And the shootirg, 1t happened, was a
quirk, we didn’t know about it That night, we were supposed to
GO O" an 1nterrogation witr the same guy that started shooting.
il couid’ve been me or it could’'ve been the interrogator But
we knew about -t like later on Ancd that day, I worked from
almost 10 o’clock at night all the way to the next day until--

what was 1t, like 2 o’clock, 2 1n the afternoon.

14



Q. So 1nterrogations typically happened at any given
hour?

A Right, absolutely. We have a schedule. They have &
schedule But in my case, because the shooting happened that
night, they didn’t know what was going on. You know, they need
a lxinguist. Sc I stayed interrogating a lot of people because
they didn’t know who got the gun, what’s going on. Sc I
vciunteered and I stuck there until the next day until aimost 3

o'clock, <nd then I went home

G How many linguists or translators are working at Abu
Ghraaik~

3 That’s & good guestlon As far as on my team, with
tre HI, I would say about l¢ or 15, because we have the

screen.nc people zhat work :in the screening. And we have the
lrcerrogation team, ] would say a minimum of 12
C Do you work with the same :nterrogator all the time®
A Lazely, I work with the same 1nterrogator because we

-+

have a special case But previously, I was with a team and that

team, maype there’s three cr four interrogators, and I switch my

Time witr them As soon as this guy’s done, the next guy 1s

ready, . go with the next guy
Q Soc it’s not--you’re just based on the need.
A On the need, ves, sir.

15
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So you knew about the shooting that happened. What do
bout that®

I would say like with the next--——-

Do you know what month it was?

That’s a good guestion. I think it was December.
December”

I thank

And you were there when that shooting—---

Nc, we went and ate chow and----

You were in the facility.

In the faciiity, yeah, and then. .I forgot his name,
ferred now He came and he said there was a shooting,

k a [1inaud:iblel he’s trving to [i1naudible] and things

naudible] and we didn’t know what was happening and

was alert And he came and¢ told us...Colonel -

Yes, he came anc told us the shooting happened and
zt’s goinc on And he cdid elaborate in detail as far
going on He was very concerned Ard like after
came and tell us, “We want some help with the

" Sc that's how we got stuck until the next day.

Okay, let me fast forward now. Do you recall on the

cember, you were accompanying Mr. —and

16



Sergear‘.:- to the hard site whereby a prisoner was being
returnec¢ back to custody to the MPs and being accompanied by

Sergeart -or 2 Sergeant- Do you recall that

date”

the details, honestly, because I go pback and forth so many
times, 1 cidn’t pay attention, I didn’t concentrate on the
situaticn, so zt's hard tc tell

¢ Let me be a bit more clear on that. That particular
day was glver as a date where a prisoner was given back to the
MPs where Sergeant- and &iS0 Sergeant- where
SUDDCSECLy NOlSes were heard when prisoners were being put back
ir the.r zells, whether z orisoner was being--a detainee, I'm

her [aliing down or was being struck by somethinc

n
@]
H
L |
-
<
o
P
m
|_|
T

0o you recall that?

A Nec, sir, 1 honestly dc¢ not

o Have you hearc ary comments from any of the MPs or any
ci{ tre 1nterrogators c¢r analysts regarding any rumors or direct
informaticr 1n regards tc detailnee abuses?

Honestly, no

e

= You don’t recall any of that at all?
A No, because what happens 15 a lot of times I walk

benind them. And when they talk together, I don’t want to

17
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L2

interfere. Because once my job 1s done, I'm so tired, because
wher I trenslate, I want to be fair for both parties I don't
want tc compromise anybody’s situation. I’'m so tired from
talkznc Usually the session goes an hour, an hour and a half
Just constantly talking back and forth from both sides. And
sometimes, yolL know, 1t’s a peace of mind for me to keep quiet,
just walk to my place

c Is there & rule i1n the unait that you belong to now, at
the corclusion of the interrogation regarding whether it’s the
same 1nte!rogator or a different interrogater, 1s there a rule
tnat states not to discuss the contents of that interrogation
with cthel translatcrs----

o Yeahk, absolutely, absolutely, especially 1n my case
w1iTh Steve I have to be gquiet. Even, I can’'t tell you

anytr:rs unless >f you want tc go ahead and ask, that’s up to

ycu

G 2'm not asking for the specific details----

A Exactly, but in my case, I usually keep quiet. He
tells me "0 keep quiet, but he knows I'm gquiet. I don’‘t like to

eleborate or my cases
9] Cid they give you a securlty clearance at the time you
were nlred?

A My case 1s pending, sir.

18



Q. So your case 1s pending.

A, Yes,
Q You don‘t have a security clearance at this time.
A No, sir. I wish I could have one, sir. At least I'd

know I have a job for the whole year.

G Were you giver. an interam clearance?

B To be honest with you, at that time, I didn't know
what the procedures were, but I knew that I was accepted, I'd be
able to go¢ to Irag.

G Do you know that you were supposed to have a
clearance’

I'm looking forward tc it i'm trying to do my best

e

!

tc have & clearance, bkut that’s all ur to them.

Q 1f you don’t mind me asking you, Mr. -, are you

an American citrzen”®

A Absolutely

# And how long did you live 1rn the Jnited States”?

A Since 18E1, sir

C So you’ve been there forever

R Abseclutely, that’'s my country now

G Since you were governed by the 1nterrogation rules of

engagemnert, you’re familiar with that. Did you know that to be

in writing, or was this just given to you?

19



A. I can't recall that, sir.

¢ You can’t recall® Let me show you something here that
states whet the lnterrogation rules of engagements are. Are you
familiar with that?

A Yeah, as a matter of fact, they did one time, they
gave us tlis, we went over 1t, yeah.

3. Sc you’re familiar with that?

A Yes, because tne reason I'm saying this, one of the
seraeants, she went 1n details, she went an extra effort with
ner 1nterrogators. And we were sitting in the meeting just to

know what's gocing on And she went over the 1ssues, explained

to everybody what’s going cr, yes, 1naeed

z So there was & i1ct of explanatior----

A Yes, yes, this goes back, I think, to December, mid-
Dacember, I think. Dor't gucte me or. the gates, I could be
wrorg

# You mentionec meetings How cften do you have these

meetings™
A Meetings?

General meetings, everybody there.

L@

pi

When a lot of infcrmation nappens, but as far as

meetings, usually, 1f something needs to be elaborated on, for

20



examecle, _n that case, she gathered us, I think she spent about,
I think 2 hours, about 2 hours, yeah.

Q. About 2 hours.
A Yeah, 1t was a nightshift, I think. And she said,

"

“The reason I want you to be here for the linguists...” because

part of that wasn’'t our concern, it was just to know what's
gclng On

0] Let me go back again just to clarify something. Up
unt.. the time that you were hired, on or about the middle cf

Ocrtober, again, vyou did nect receive any tralning or instructions

3]}

s tc ire nacure ol the job you were going to perform here in

s
=
£1]
1]
-t
)
-

g

Well, they told us 1t was golng to be like an

~-rtarroga'rcn thing. Chief _took s for a tour. He

showed .z the booths—---—-

2 When you arrivec

& When we arr:ved, yes, absolutely, the first day. Then
he said, .t’s going tc be like & trial for 2 weeks 5ust to see,
yoL know, who could accept this He said, maybe some people,

Zt's egauwnst their religion Some people, maybe they don’t
dccept the s:ituation And which was true, after 2 weeks, things

nacpenead I stayed with the interrogation team, and some other
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guys, thev went to screening. Some of the guys went to MPs, and

things lirhe that.

¢ So 1t kind of divided.

A Divided, vyes.

Q Before you arraved, there was nothing--«--

A, Absolutely not, absolutely not.

G And then at the time you were shown or given

famil:arization, I should say, and other instructicns on the
conduct ¢. your specific job, were there other instructions
giver or any changes to the procedures given to you or at least
1nstructed to you with vyour other coworkers®?

b Could you elaborate cn “changes””?

G Yes, let me just be specific e¢n that. At the time of
the shoct:nc, zt the time of allegations of detainee abuse,
whxch I'r sure people were maae aware of, were there any changes
made tc the procedures Irom when vou were conducting the
orocedure tha: you were row executing”?

A I'r sure changes nappened, but as far as visually, I
didn’t see changes But as far as, we can’t walk with the
detainee toc far We have to have the mil:tary escort the
detainee .l the way back. I'm sure changes happened, but I

didr't se¢ any changes as far as----

22



0. During the course of your involvement with
interrogat ion operations and then when the detainee was given
back to the MPs, did you see any physical action that would lead
you tc question whether they were right or wrong? What I'm
saying 1s, wher they’re handling detainees, besides handcuffing,
besides leading the detainee back to his cell and besides havang

the bag p.aced back on his head, did you see anything out of the

ordinary----
A Well, one time, l1ke I mentioned in the--previocus with
the criminal 1nvestigation, . saw that they were searching thear

celis They got all their stuff out. I think after the
incident of the shoot:ing, they were searching their cells and
tnere was a cog presert ir the hzallway

Q Were you there at the time”

A Yeah, one time, I couldn’t do anything. 1 just backed
up because I couldn’t do anything whern they were searching the

L
Ce.i.s

c S0 you were 1n the cell”

A Not in the cell, no, 1n the hallway.

G Ycu were in the hallway

A In the hallway, but I saw the dog present and stuff on
the ground They were searching the cells and they wanted to

make sure there was no weapon or anything.
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G. Was the detainee 1n the cell or outside the cell, that
you can recall?

A. That’'s a good gquestion, because I saw the stuff on the
ground. - saw the dog. I didn’'t go inside the hallway, because
I was on this side, and the hallway was this way and the dog was
in the ha_lway tc your right, and the cells are to the left and
the righrt You could see the cells.

C Whxch part of the hard site was that® Was that on

Tier Qne A7

A I think 1t’s 1in the A, which 1s where the politicians
anc the-----

¢ The security detainees

£ Right, the Irag: section, the other section.

e 5S¢ you hac been 1in the hard site?

E Yes, 1 have.

Q Did you ncotice anything peculiar like detainees

without theilir clothes on?

o That I didn’t see That - didn’t see, and T hate to
See peop.¢ naked. Until now, I don’t take a shower as a naked
person - have to gc by mysel:f

< Dia any interrogat:iorn ever happen -n the cell, 1tself”
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A. In the cell, 1tself? No, because the cells are so

tiny You can’t conduct interrogations in the cell. There 1s

nc way
C Very confined.
A Yes, Because maybe sometimes, the first session would

be, for exampie, they would say, “Ask him this, ask him that.”
Because a lot of times when I'm done with my session, the MPs
would say, “"Cculd you come down and see what he wants, what he
needs, because we can’: understand his language?” And I would
gc anc ask him what he wants. Like a couple rncidents happened,
one ¢f the gays, he was sick and he wasn’t feeling good, and he
wantec & doctor And T had tc translate that, “This 1s how hais
feels MAybe he has a stomach parn or back pain,” or things
~.%e thart

& Was 1t commorn, was .t just you they were asking £for,
¢r were there other Transliators----

& It happened that moment 1 was there. They might ask
me because I'm done with my sessior and I'm about to walk and
thev say, "Could you please come here for a second? Just ask
him what he wants ” And then I'd say, “I'd be glad to.” And I
would ask him what he wants and he woulc say, “I'm not feeling
good,” th:ings like that Maybe the next i1nterrogator or the

next linguist, he might be 2 hours later. They might--if he
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wants something from him, the MPs, he would ask them the same
thing,

Q The night or the day, I should say, where you were
there observing a dog doing the searching in the cell and things
on the ground, was that because you were called to assist as an
interpreter”

A Oh, no, no. I think we had a session, we wanted to do
an interrogation and we didr’t do it because the situation
d-dr:’t napper because of the search incident and stuff.

Why were you there tc begin with?

K

A What happened 1s, we were the nightshift. We have to
dc interrogatlion on the nightshift. We were--like 24 hours.

And ry rightshift was--I think, starts from 10:30 all the way to
7 c’clock So as we were abcut to go to anterrogation., then
Whaer we saw Lhe scene, 1: didr’t help We decliined to go
fcrwarg We just----

Q 5S¢ you were there tc take custody--or actually, not
take custody, but you were there :tc accompany the detainee to an
lnterroga.ion site, but because a search was happening at that
time, vod coula not conduct your interrogation Is that what
YyOu meant to say”

A Neo, sorry, let me say this. Because usually in the

nighttime because of the mortars they hit us with 1t, we used to
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do some o! the interrogation in the building, itself, in the

150

0. What’s an IS0?

A, Isclation sectaon, they call it 1isolation.
Q. In the hard site?
A in the hard site, 1tself, irn the building, 1tself

pecause of the shells. There was the stairs, kind of like a
room, we used to sit there and do the interrcogations because we
don’t want fto take the detainee outside, sc we used tce go there
lnaudlble” and take him back t¢ his cell, which 1s nearby.

c Which 15 a separate area away from the cell.

& Right, raight, it -s separate. Then before you go to
that sect.on, there's a door, vou have to pass that door, thern
“he cells would b2 to your lef: and to your right. They're
subdovided according tc the numbers And we were in the
nallway, ‘hen we saw the dogs We saw the things, and the

eiemert d:drn’t help 5S¢ we didn’t go forward We just stopped.

C But you didn‘t see the detainee, himself®?
) Nc, no, sir, absclutely noz
¢ But was that the detainee you were supposec to

interview or 1nterrogate that night?
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A, Yeah, because we were supposed go to do the
interrogat.ion. Then when we saw the dog, we just--they were
search_ng, 50....

0 They were searching the cell of the detainee that you
were gc.ng to interrogate that naght.

A That’s a good guestion, 1t could be him, 2t ceuld be
anypody because they were searching all the cells. BSo I dor't
know what they were plann:ing on.

C Oh, 1 see. But typicaily, back to the interrogation
nlan, are you then made aware or 1nformed which detainee that is
going tc he interviewed® Or do they just brang in a detainee
anc say, “Okay, now we're gcing te do the interview.”

B Usually, they tell us there i1s--we're going to do
lMterroaa‘ion, coulcd be for me the first time, or could be for
me, for example, the case that we’re working on, it’s been l:ke
¢ month and & half. But previously, 1t could be anybody. So I
dian’t know exactly who we were goin¢ to--they might say he's a

Generail They might say ne’s this They might say he’s a bomb

maxkerg They give us a head start

. Okay, but they dor’t tell you the ISN number of that
getainee

A The number, no, that has nothing to do with me

28



o They just say, “We want to interrogate somebody that

"

nas something to do with----

A. Right, for example, they would say, this i1is--maybe
he’s [1naudible]. Maybe he has a relation with Al Qaeda. “This
1s what the game plan 1s. This is what we’re looking for, his
frienas and things like that.” But as far as his number, they
might teil me the first name and they might tell me some of the
background so I will be mentaily prepared what kind of persaon
I'm gcing to see. But as far as his prisoner number, Nc.

C Let me gc back to the interrogaticen plan. After you
condauc:t ar lnterrogatlion, the detainee 1s given back To the MPs
5 he can be returned :¢ the cell, you mentioned.

A Yes

C And then, you ard the interrogator will tbhen discuss--
you Go an after action review, basically, whether the questions
were answerea to the satisfaction of the i1nterrogator or whether
something else was MLSS$.nC Is that typicaily what happens-~
A Usually, for exampie, I would say--he would say, "“This

Tr

.8 what he meant, right?” d say, “Yeah, this 1s what he

mean: ” _f£ there 1s ancther answer to the same question, I
might tei. them If not, that's what 1t 1s
C S0 you try tc recall----
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A Exactly, I try to recall what he said and things like
that, 1Y 1 missed anvthing, just to be just for both sides.

] How confident are you with the procedures now that you
have been 1n that operating environment now since your arrival
at Abu Ghiraib”

A. Right now, 1t’'s very decent. I'm confident now
pecause everybody knows what they’re supposed to do. Once we're
done, *hev let the MPs know that we’re done, they will come and
escort the detainee back te his cell, and that’s what it 1s.

o Have yov worked with Mr —before’J

A Yes, as a matter of fact, from October...couple times,
zhen tne¢ .ast case, basically, I'm all the way with him until

now wWltlh tfiim—----

¢ Because you'’re worhlnc or a special project.

A Yeah, I'm on that special project.

¢ How many other interrogators, roughly, did you work
Wwiih

A I would easy, five or s:ix

w Did you know whc Colonel Tom Pappas was®

A Yes

¢ How cften did you see him?

A Very often

< Very often?
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A Yeah.

Q. Indirectly”®

A. Indirectly.

Q. You mentioned Colonel- Did you see him
directly &ll the time?

A I seen him. He greeted me the first time when I went
to Abu Ghraib, he gave me a2 pep talk And every now and then,
he used to come He used tc eat chow with us and all that. I'd

see hir more often. He used to walk a lot in the hall facility.

o To check?
z To check, absolutely.
C Did you know any mediczl facililities that were

exciusively for the detainees when they get sick?” You mentioned

peor:e sa'd, “I don't feel gooc,” and they'd call you into the
s1te and eosked you to interpret what s wrong with them,
A Yeah, what happened is, something urgent, or "“This i1s

e

wnat I think,” they might call the doctor. There 15 a doctor
scandby But also, I used tc do ar the morning, I used to go
spend an hour and half, about ar hour and a half 1n the open
camp trensiating for the doctor There was certain days I am
Supposz2a 1o gc in the morning with our doctors, because 1t’s an

open <amp There 1s tents There 1s a lot of Iragi detainees.

They used to stand in a row Everybody comes in and I will
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explain to the doctor what 1s going or with this guy. This guy
will tell me-—---

Q. His condition, his----

A Yeah, and the doctor will give the recommendation.
“This 1s what I'm going to give him, this i1s what happening,”

the dosages ana all that

¢ Is 1%t a military doctor”?

A Yes, 1t was & mil.itary doctor, yes

" Was 1t an Army doctor?

h It was an Army doctor. Lately, we have, I thank, Air

< Okay, again, have you now been advised about the
cecntenzs .f the Geneva Corventlio- at all® Since you mentionec
you weres ot orig-.nally aware ¢f that, and upon your arrival,
your scpe'visor had no:t mentioned that to you, was that----

2N Tc be honest with you, I want to be fair to alli the
parties They mignt have mentioned it, but I don't recall 1t.
They mzy "ot have mentionec .t because 1t didn’t register in my

ming They might, but you know, the situation 1s s¢ stressful.

I mighr forgot about 1t I apologize for that
{ Wweli, the only reasor why I bring that up 1s because
you salc I1t's reciprocal. If you were 1n their position, the

detainee’s position, you would want to be treated----
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F Right, 1t’s only common sense. Not only that, but

back 1n the States, you listen to news and the Geneva

Conventiorn, and besides, I study the law from this country, so I
know what the Geneva Convention 1s.

Q Speaking of that, what is your civilian employment
before ycu were hired as a translator?

A. My background 1s accounting. I have a degree 1in
electrorics. I work for Icon Office Solutions for almost 12
years I'm & field technician, a senlor tech I service Ricoh,
Zancn, Fewiett Packard product and Sharp product.

Z Typically automation—----

B Automation, office, yeah, networking, printers and
th.rgs >ite tnat.

C Ckay, all right, s therz anything else you want ta
add, Mr Israel?

A Nc, sir, but I'd be glad te--1f you guys neec me in
the future, I'd be glad to serve And I'm happy to serve the
Jnitec States Army. It's a pleasure for me because they opened
the aoor The Unitec States gave me a home, S0 they made me
feel at home That wasn‘t my criglnal home, and I’'m dedicated
to serve the United States in my fuil capacity

o i'm glad you mentioned that, Mr.- because I'm a

naturalized citizen myself, so I understand how you feel.
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Okay, well, let me remind you please tc not ciscuss
the contents of our interview here or the scope of our
investiga:zlior with your coworkers or anybody that is
unauthorized. I aliso want t¢ advise you, please, that you will
be subjec: to recall for a re-interview and we will advise you
and your supervisors of when that’s to occur. Up until that

time, please safeguard the infcrmation.

E Absolutely.

2 Do yecu have any----

pa Could 1 ask a coupie of gquestions®

C Sure

z Is that going tc sffect my clearance s:ituation?

J You're not being suspected of anything What we're

Ll

ing ¢ de, as I mentioned to you, we're trying to gather

e

11

fzcts and relevant information to the ailegation of
mistrestment, any of this informaticrn where we could ascertain,
in Cirer woras, once we gc through arnd evaluate the information
¢ wnethe' we have the relevant i1nfcrmatior and the facts
assoclatec wlth that So for now, sir, you are not being
suspected of anything We Just want te¢ gain your knowledge of
concitions and informatlor assoclated with Abu Ghraib.

A My pleasure to help yor, sir.
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{Mr. Israsl departed the i1nterview area.

terminatez at 1114, 12 February 2004.)
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