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OUTLINE OF CAAT OPERATIONS

1. Coordinated Call For Fire Classes, extra field time, and weapons and tactics classes
with the instructors at 29 Palms and my SNCOxs. Set up times for my NCOs to use the
CnﬂfarF‘nSmM:theCAXm'uctmund, and ran classes from it.

A Myﬁmmmumnwhmm
I

~ B. Talked to several times 10 learn CAAT tactics from him
C Spent several hours doing CFF with myself and the Company Fos. -
D. Had [ give the platoon extra MOUNT Classes and practice at night.
E. Made the NCOs and CAAT Section Leaders give classes on first 2id, CAAT
tactics, urban warfare, navigating in a vehicle at night, RTO procedures (nty radio
Op«ummdoldmm&m)mdmmmm&rmmmy

vdnde(myMnmﬁdthn).

F. DChad(b)(7)(A) _pmwgethu'apktounboxwlthvaﬁd
SOPs and manuals; to mchide, Guns and Machine Gumnery (DC), MOUT and
Urban Warfare (DC), Infantry Tactics (DC), & couple copies of the CAAT SOP (DC), a
hmmudCYZ-lcmnnl(DC),mﬁ}mﬂddupaﬁum(DC),ﬂmgmm

manuals on MG maintenance, eic from my Sergeants.

2. Whﬂamanm.DChtdhuSmmamybymmmnmdd of Al
Kut to brief my Marines. Conducted a overall of the ares, alang with showing
mhmmmm&m used the model afterwards,

3. 4-29 DC was I XO (Seciirity Offices) for the atick one canvoy—ds vehicles-
muvmﬁmntummmm Asnnh.Dlebwthalfofthemnvoyorderto

move fo Al Kut. )
4. Was in charge of security for stick one.
A With planned navigation.

B. With mforpoun,cmw' and middle security.
C. Baafed tactics to security persoanel
D. M%Mmdhmydﬂumﬁydmmdt

5. 430-5/1 the convay up to Al Kit—-two day drive; to include, correcting
the point lqumm(theytookthewrmgmnd)andmupmm
for the convoy at night while at Camp Viper.

5. mummmmmmmmnco; to keep their
mndlfoauad-chdthlmemataume

7. 5/4 Evening. Tookpu'tmﬁrnpttrolthhZ‘BandnveﬂanSNCOs. Did a basty
mdd‘uhﬂcﬁngwxﬂ;ponﬁlelmamﬂ:

1
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8. Cmpllebdﬂisu' WmMWSmdrummds(MVﬁddmonfoot)u
an observer to learn the territory. | .

9. When Weps took over Camp Rebel suggested and or implemented the following
. A hlmm:mmemoﬁmhhdwwdedm

: B. Suggested pushing the out 30 m (out of grenade range) and
berming/concerting wiring it off and I implemented those D
arTangements.
| C. andnoanu:leptmwhdesmCAAT mDChlmedﬁomMﬂut
they lost some mea that way. | .

10.5/5 Tookpnnh&uMVdidepmdﬁ:rCAAT,mafllﬂdﬂ“um- '

7 F'mpttmlnnd:y,emeptontln'l‘mﬁonlyom -wnlkedononea‘
mmhudwcm&udthemﬁwoumngh-uﬂmdomhothn.)

-A-meohuveﬁeNCOsaMmdewm-tbenmm
leadership, and tactics of my NCOs.

C. The 2/8 Platoon Commmanders did the same thing: they went along to lead by
amﬂemd:potdnck. DC didn’t siy anything on patrol—just let the Cpl (s) do their
ph(nmmmwokmmddn he was on, winch was irTitating )
- D. During one of the patrols, was the Patrol Leader, DC
coordinated with Jocal Iraqis concernmg some injured children. They had burns on their
hands and face. DCdmchadthmtowu'dsthehosme

12. 5/7 CAAT begins guardiog the ASP Talk with [ sboct bow to best
wamthemﬂmmmdomg-mdmymdmoh Hesetsup s

mungpmdach-dlﬂe

.13, 55-11 Bomb threst to the local TV/HF radio station. [ put together, briet, and
lead a two of 81Javs and 1 CAAT Team (squad) to guard the station. When we

got there [ did:
A. Coordinated with the two Iragi men who san the place.
B. Coordinated with several Iraqi informers.

- C. Set up a defensive plan to partially block the main road in front of the pos in
the day, and completely block it at night.
D. Ledtwopuniﬂnﬁ:otpw'ohto_munllnmymnbwhomhntng

mortar/RPG parts at one of our guard post.
E. Dcdddluwtodefendtheponuon.tonﬂndeadd‘momdepth.

F. Was gomng to call for fire with fiares one night when a lot of shooting was -

2
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- occurring, but we were out of range by one dlick for the flres.

G. The t10p post of the building (three stories up) received fire from an Iraqi male,
which we were going to rehurn fire. decided not to fire, since an American patrol
(undec IR morved into the area.

H Ennn'edﬂnttbSO-IOOhdnndamhth:tuowdeduumdtowkatul

were kept ‘at & good distance away.
DC. mwmmmmmmm

14. 5/12 Captured ane Iraqi male-Jiilled & react of one .of 813 and & CAAT

first big explosion of the cast ASP. thinks) in N

tesm has his rifle butt hit by shrapnel. We brought the man to the Iragi police
dept. DCuund_md nphdenﬁ:yWﬂumfwhalfm
hour. The intel guy decided he wasn't s terrorist after interrogating for haif an hour: .
think the man demoed the bunker to try and get at the brass.

15. 12 Wﬁh_qmdfootpmd as an observer.

16. 5/13 Begin propane distribution. &t coatimyes throughout the month. 'l'helngbook
sxid that we rapped & up on the 15*, but we did it off and on for at Jeast two or thres

weeks. Fmawhilemmhmdﬁngtwom'ﬂxupmpmm:dsy

A. CAAT handied about three or four propane ops by ourseives; ] was on two
of then. Took mﬁmionmmunupﬁuﬂnr,bywthu
"amount of control on the 2 lot more concertina) We didn’t bgve a problem.

B. [l assisted coordinate with the Jocal Iragi engineers on two ar
three different occasions to get the ops going.

C. Il 1ed-a ope vehicle QRF to assist ]I wbex shots were fired at his

propane fiacility Inte m May. Provided vehicle cover as I captured two men
who wers having a gunngnt with” AK-47s. DC coordinated with Iraqs police when they
arrived and a Jocal who spoke English. ‘

D. Amisted by providing water,
operations, sametimes i tow with
complaints,

17. Mid May. Lead the Support and Security eloment of Lima Company (+) sized raid on
the dothing factory on the west side of town to sieze grms. Cocrdw:ththeLme
Company providing tafo on what he needed us to do.

A Workadwnh—lodwebpapodphntowrhoﬂ'them, .he
dwpedu,wh]eDCtauhdnahtth.

GmaﬂmmwmtothemCAATmehomm

C. Dldaludu'lrm(m-by)wnhﬁnSQJdlmleCaponhwb were
gomg on the Tead.

D. Convoyed the guys to the Line Co CP the previous day, so we could be ready.

etctotlneorﬁmrothaprop:ne
. Often listened to groups of Iraqis

3
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E. CAAT Navigated the entire Co (+) to their positions.
F. Cordoned off the area.
G. mumsmmwummmmwmﬂm
H. Quelled a potential riot of workers wanting to get into the factory.
DC. Told_oﬁ'(l:wnobosvmgyltlpm)whnhcdidn'twutto
give me a radio. .

J. Convoyed everyome out.

18. MﬂlS.,Smemmmmmmthﬁgthﬁem
(Free Iragi Forces) at their base (the future Ti led a reinforced CAAT team as a
- react to provide muscle with our guns. is my SNCO. Womm

thrm@aﬂthemghthapmgmeyeonm but all is quiet.

15. 3716 N cads 2 CAAT team down to Al-Suwsyrah. Illbriefod him and
Iobumdwhilelnbdefdhinuum Hedidanmellmjobonthepmoll

" 20. Tnkw_muﬂmmmaﬁngﬂzZmpumshm-tmp
patrols. No joy

21. Sti]ldomgthcmnom!(nytwo) m—mwu:ht‘nevahdepmohintbe
mgh,hnnnthgtobadmﬂ'uthn Sgts are getting good at it.

the same.
22. 5/17 Moveto'l'igu: The drams begins.

237 5/19 Tddby_mtmmemmmd,mylnﬂe. or g0 on any
patrols. Big explosions just north of us; initially thought it was a mortar squad walking
" rounds in on.us: Il moved to the northwest camer of the camp to try and see where the

ire was cammg from. Aﬁmanuutﬂdtnntmmgthemommdblnkout
the CP at mght: denied.

24. 19%.23" -wmmpmdmwm(mlm).

25. 5/25 Walloed with I (813) as an observer/extra gun. He and DCtalk to 2
couple doctors at the hospital who compisin of threats from police officers and worries of
prescription drug sbuse amongst the young in town. DC informed of the
mtdligqe. |

A -repnrtedmdﬁ:glouofpeopleintbeASP.

26. 5/26. IadCAAIporhmanRFtbumvuumdrounds&edmthom
_mwwnhme. Several members of the teams clesred a building that
supposedly was being rifled by the criminals. Talked to the locals, as best as we could,

orat
starts to do
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27. 5127 anwnh—(CAAT3)mmm_wwpomc

. mkﬂphm; A grrests a man for selling wespons. Crowd
good patrol leader (most of my other Sgis were:

meﬁh_mOK).uoDChndhmhﬂm

29. Throughout late May and June
nlhdtotbmmCAATTm. wmldgotothommHETtnmsmdpck

their brains. Aﬁuﬂbmﬂquummmdgwethunnmph.dirwtmm

A. Aho,ﬁomnbmtSllQ—SlE,-nhdh-ﬁlabustldlytomck
his brains on grunt stuflf This was done for two reasons.

1. Toleara
2. tom.dmmmmm Itdowlymtedtowk.

30. 5/29 Bxge:plOlIMlASP .CAAT pulls back.

31 530 WepubantomuvoblckahrFiddtoEym ms«w”mm
blawaﬂ'anammhncmbnload(zwperm)mdmdtbwdmdmw
ntheBNCP is miitaken; we don't do &

bﬂyuvedthncomp;nynlot

&mn. It is a series of laminated maps, covering the entire Wasit
md.ﬂﬂhdmphwltobemwng-mppmhto

A Iraqi ammo dumps.

B. Towns. |

C. Major and Secondary road intersections that we hadn't traveled to.
D. Armthnbdmdﬁkegoodspunfmnnhnhsﬂongm

.Mmhhwaanhdmum;wmdmmmm

33. &1 -ledﬁmkmgrmgopm'olwxﬂl_CAAT We get within five ‘
" miles of Baghdad. NwadthemlaﬂmLuade,mdpoﬁﬂemhﬁpahllbngthe
road (there were a lot).

34. 6/2 Locals start blowing whistles when we driveby

3
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mmh -m‘toldtodoitby
order, led it, we went down there.

A [J] coordinated with the Iragi cops for 2 bours down there.

B. Briefed Il ou Al Hayy -
C. DC gave the 815 SSgt a rough idea of the Defense noeded, who took it from

there. .
D. We didn’t collect a single weapon.

38. About 6/7-6/10. s QRF to find a “sniper” in the area by the Tarawa House
(BN HQ at thet time). [l coondinated with STA in that ares; it was a false alarmn.

39. 6/10 Gigantic Bxplosion at ASP East. |l pulled the men back to Tiger, since the
position at the ASP was untensble.

20. /12 [JJfiocked for possible miper scross the river from Biair field.

41. 612-15 CAAT 2[R sttached to Lima for a rsid sud recon to Babylow, .
" they do an excellent job!! ' ,

42. 614-15 Stand-down since [ pisto! is stolen. [l was going to lead 2 large op
-~ that dey—a LRRP to the Iranian border) ' |

43. 6/16 Lead s LRRP to Iranian border (CAAT l_withablmahd‘
Civil Affhirs guys, to include a LtCol _

A. Tour the only checkpoint still operating on the border. Get 3 list from the SSgt
running the place-of what they need. ,

B. Drive through Badrah (border town). Coord with the police there. Get
another list. .
C. Provide security for the LiCol as he goes through ton.

D. Tour & bospital—see that a lot of their drogs come from Iran.
E. Speak Genmnan with 2 one of the Iraqis up there. |
F. Speak with a crowd of Iragis, and write down their requests for power, work,

G. m-m.nom. stuff when Il get back. (Told bricfis t00

6

o

- ofe,
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44. 6/18 CAAT begins to provide
starting to patrol Al-Hayy. Brief CAAT 3
sttachment. |

4s. lﬁd—Im.cmmdullSNCOlmnguhmyle It takes about two
weeks: DC often drive out to where they are at and counsel them in the field. He focused
onwhntﬂuyndmnzweﬂ.umpbﬂuptowukm,mdwhstheydmkofmmm
and if they have awy ideas for tactics, Jogistics, etc. Sumoofﬂnmum’tuudtobm |

counseled by an officer e [

%mmmnmmmm

47 May and June. Bl checked the fines every night, at different times, walking out with
the of the Guard. I think I was the oaly Officer or SNCO who does this, since

thanknd me for doing it and I never saw anyone else do it.

48 6/23. Working on CMR with|IJE aod the ssme three (the Iast time there
were four) men were captured four times in an ¢ight hour period in the Wespons®
Company ASP. [l fe}t concerned for the safety of the Weapon's Company Marines
' guarding the cache, along with the integrity of the Weapons stock of ammo. The Iraqis
refused to leave, and the police would only release the men after a couple of mimistes;
. consequently, on the fourth time, I picked the most knmane manner to force the men to
return to their bomes and 10 deter them from future forays into the ASP--by stripping
them of their outer clothing Tike Mannes did to POWs in World War II and Korea.

to the line compenies that are
on what is expected of bim as an

¢

49 6724. 2 2 QRF to search severalbuildings in a bad par: of town where HET said
shooting occurred.

A. Led platoon sized alement (CAAT and 313)
B. Cordoned and searched two separate apartment buildings.
C. [l coordinated the Assault (Search), Support and Security Elements while

moving 1

urban terram.
D. had some morphine stolen, tried to pursue thieves, but lost them.
E. Crowd of Iragis got agitated, fired » warning shot to disburse.

50 Abomsrzs-zs ‘bﬁnileShootmwa:h. ‘
-mﬁw‘TOankv&ﬁdbﬂﬁra.

A .gounobun'
watch brief his guys befbre leaving for Nasaxiyah, then give
amﬁckthmbu’loftha

and [JJl] Coord with 2/25 Weps in Nasariyah.
D 2/2S fires around lOTawund 4 Javs: we do 4 and 4 (one of the Java wasa

* 2
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dud).

firing with division. | '
E. mmlenny;h,tomdﬁomthemge.thkﬁmNamylh

(dminganot)mmdydma.

51 mwmm_pwdumm Vehicie tries to speed through
patrol—we stop it and search.

52 Pltoon starsed 1o go to [JINin ate Jue (6725 firat?) to escort foel trucka.

A -obuvadahwd'onthemghtd’thezlf'wuh_
- to:harNCOs,tombmevuyﬁﬂnslookedgood. It did!

$3. Late June. -dmdedtohnetbeCAATTmSmmmalogafmhmm
. &t the ASP

s4. 6/28 NN = 2 ccuple intel guys went to & small village out
of town to talk to some scurces. We shared & meal with the sources (about forty people),
mmmwmmwmwm

55 6/28-29 Vaehicle incident. It is the BN's first checkpoint: DCgotoobucvdlead

B is the patrol leader).

36 7/l-gotoAIHlnwnb-tocheckonCAATl Thaymdangvm!l—-

I:2: good things to suy about them.
A..tlhdto-abmnmmwlthASP

57. 7/1 Lots of shooting that nighe. [l grab the C s QRF and we are ready

to go out and get them. The QRF is stood down, sinoe doesn’t think

ni:ou@guu,yu.tbuawnmofabooungmommﬂm stands

down the 813, but doesn’t tell me anything).
A—mmmwmﬂ-mwmumefom

patrols ran into trouble in late June. A Sgt monitored the radics.
B.

that night about concarns with the large ngmbers of explo sions

57. 72 Soof RN sbout the ASP East

58 7/2 SnntbytohﬂtheQRthafpmbhms.

59. 7/3 Relieved--worst day of my life.
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D: Met several times with local fraqi chiefs to discuss issues.
E. Tried to make sense out of a fiood of intel from higher, 80 it can be used by the

- K. Coord with Spec War, Sig Int, Mpa, Line Cos, and local Iraqis for ops

61, 7/17-8/3 Work with I 25 FPS XO

A. Train sbout 185 men in first class,

B. Train about 150 men in second clags
- G, ComdwlﬂlhquOOsmdSNUOswhoteuchthsdm

D. Buy supplies from local (traqi) vendors |

E. Coord with interpreters.

F. Began learning Arabic from John the Interpreter.

G. PTed with John the interpreter.

H Ate meals with braqus.

DC. Demonstrated the obstacle course.
J. Chedmdﬁem:ungl,mh-mmbmhﬁmmmdang

K Wamuﬁwm&mth&yde.m
nein town started shooting and blowing stuff'up. Our vehicles almost got hit & few -

OK
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El ‘I'ED STATES MARINE -COIgl |

15t Marine Division (Rein)
Camp Babylon, iraq
Uic ap702 :

FPO AP 96426-9702

. NREPLY SFER TO:
5800
17/3al
26 Jul 03

THIRD ENDORSEMENT on R(JI¥Al(®) ltr 5800 MPT dtd 22 Jul 03

From: Commanding General, lst Marine Division (Rein
-Tos Commanding Officer,

Subj: commm INVESTIGATION OF INCID
IRAQI DETAINEES BY
(b)rﬁﬁ S 0602 USMCR ON OR ABOUT 14 JUNE 2003 AND

29 JUNE 2003 AT AL KUT, IRAQ

Encl: (24) EJlval(o} itr DWC:dwc of 16 Jun 2003

1. Readdressed and rsturned for action consistent with the
investigating officer’s recommendatiocns, as modified and

- endorsed by the Commanding Officer. The subject line has been
modified to accurately reflect the location of the incidents.

2. Enclosure (24) contains comments on a previous investigation
into allegations of detainee mistreatment and the wrongful

disposition of detainee property. Those comments addressed the
recommendations centained in W7 June 2003
investigation. Recommendations #1 and #2 specifically called

for the battalion’s assigned Army Military Policemen to train
the Marines on the proper handling procedures for enemy
prisoners of war, detainees, and civilian internees, and to
incorporate those procedures into the battalion’s Standing -
Operating Procedures (SOPs). NESIIEEGEGEE: -t
recommendation stated that the battalion should “develop SOPs
for handling confiscated monies and weapons, with emphasis on
providing receipts, chain of custody, record of confiscation and
disposition of property received”. Enclosure (24) indicates
that recommendations #1 and #2 were completed by 16 June 2003,
and that the recommendations regarding property disposition were
developed and pending formalization into the battalion’a SOP.
Presumably tkhat information was disseminated tofa)I¥al(®)

Marines prior to the 29 June incident.
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3. In light of the corractive actions cited in enclosure (24;,
the conduct described in investigation 1s

reprehensible and contradicts the 1st Marine Division’s orts
rto win the hearts and minds of the Iraqi people. H

actions affected more than just the Iraqi men he
etained and humiliated, his actions negatively influenced the
Marines under his supervision and may have caused unnecessary

friction in the Al Kut community. Those who witnessaed and
and burning of the

participated in the detention, search |
Iragis’ belongings, under m“ﬂers,' were glven a
terrible example of detainee handling procedures. Strong

remedial measures must be implemented to ensure that the Marines
understand the proper way to treat detained persons.

4. I concur with the findings, opiniohs, and recommendations of
the investigating officer as modified and andorsed. The

investigation is returned, so that you may pursuc the |
administrative or judicial actions that you deem appropriate.
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1* Marine Division, FMF :

©

Al Kut, Iraq
5
S,
23 JUL 03
SECOND ENDORSEMENT ozm.m 5800 MPT OF 22 JULY 2003
From: Commanding Offi |
To:  Commanding General, 17 Manme Division
Subj: COMMAND INVESTIG » : APPROPRIATE TREATMENT OF
- IRAQI DETAINEES BYR{slWi STTREIANIN0602 USMCR ON OR
‘ -

ABOUT 14 JUNE AND 29 _
1. Forwarded with the following opimons and recommendations.
2. After roviewing the ariginal correspondence and the SJTA endorsement, T concur with the investigation,.
Iﬂmmwﬂh&em@mﬁmm(ﬂdt&m@mwmmm
completed.

3 Inﬁ:em«ﬂhemwyruﬁmeedm?mhgsoﬁthm 11-13 and Paragraph (3) of the SJA
endorsement, it is nry opinion that ag ing mvestigation is not nccessary, The amount of currency taken
i i should be charged with violations of Article 92 of the UCMJ

(ZOOOEd.)fmmlH‘nlafrefum(l)mﬂ(Z)
4. Imuwhhmmiaﬁus(l),&):d(i)ofﬁmlnvwﬁp&m
5. 1 concar with the SJA’s recommendation in Paragraph (3) of the First Endorsement.
6. As for forum for handiing these viotations, I recommend:
()}«‘7'1() b _amawa&wanmommwby

C
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) UNITED ST ATES MARINE CONJS

1¥ Marine Division,
Al Kut, lraq

JMKEW14RNEAND2IRNENW3
1. Forwarded with the following recommendations.

2 Aﬁummmmmmlmwﬂﬂnm However, 1 disagree with
munmmdauon«). MWMMMWMMWMROB
procedures, as well a3 instruction that compeny lovel &

receipt must be provided to the owner. The undersigned mmmmmmmm "

between 2 July 2003 and 5 July 2003. ) A
: 2

. The

: » be'dmsadwnhmmufmus. The investigation does not have
m@n&nmmmdmmf&mdmymamﬁmmmmdwmof
further investigation.

4 Regardmgﬂ:emcxhﬁmv!vmgd:rduseafmmﬁnmwdmfmdmgoffmm 7, Immd
an additional finding of fact reflecting the approximate point of relcase, 5-3 miles south of the ASP, is in a very
ramote area of desert. This fact is based upon a map study of reference (3) and i also common knowledge to
almosta!lMamesn-mdndmgthe\nhwed,whohawbemtnthcASP

5. Thomvwhgahngnﬂimd:dnﬁmdwﬁchowmﬁam(l)mvnh&i%wemmmmof
Paragraph 1-5 of refcrence (1) reveals that all detainees will be given humanitarian care from “... the moment
they fall into the hands of U.S. Forces until final release or repatriation.” Furthermore, the aforementioned
reference clearly states that imhumane treatment * is prohibited and is not justified by the stress of combat or
deep provocation.” Under reference (1) inkmmane treatment is a serious and punishable violation under
international lsw and the Uniform Code of Military Justics.™ Pamg_raphl-Sufre&rm(l)ﬁnﬂupmvndu
that collective punishments and cruel and degrading treatment are prohibited. Finally, Paragraph 1-5 of
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Subj; COMMAND INVESTX 1) mcmmwrsormupno} \TE TREATMENT OF
IRAQI DETAINEES BYJUHESIS INESNN0602 USMCR ON OR
ABOUT 14 JUNE AND 29 JUNE 2003

reference (1) states, “All persons will be respected as buman beings. They will be protected against all acts of .
. . insnlts, public curiosity, . . . and reprisals of any kind * -

6. The two incidents of 14 and 29 June 2003 are significant duo to the ianguage of reference (1) and (2). Bath
the Marine Corps order and the Gencva Convention highlight the prohibition against humiliating treatment of
detainees. Another finding of fact that probably should be added to the mvestigation is the fact that culturally,
the Iraqis are far more scasitive to being stripped down than Americans. Therefore, being forcibly stripped

public may psychologically be more humiliating to an Irzqi than an American.

7. The mcident of 14 June 2003 is significant, because the detainces were abandoned without transportation in
the middle of the desext outside of Kut, clearly endaogering their safity and weifare.

8. The investigating officer recommended two charges of violation of Article 92 (violation of a lawful general
order or regnlation) for violating reference (1) during both the 14 June 2003 and 29 June incidents. 1
reconmend two additional charges of violation of Article lBB(umductmbecamng)andtwochmysanmnb'

92 (dereliction of duty), one for esch incident.

9. _mmmmmmamwmummamm. From
mry expericnce, 1 believe that non-punitive administrative action or counseling is insufficiont for these offenses.
A more palatable forum is NJP followed by administrative separation processing through a Board of Inquiry.
Also, as defined in reference (1) this matter is severe. Furthermore, the alleged conduct is a pattern of abuse of
detainees in direct contravention to the Division Cammanders policy of “No Better Friend, no worse enemy”™ as
well as the law of war. SNO’s canduct of publicly bumiliating these Iraqis clearly joopardized the Battalion’s
mission and the Battalion’s standing with the public in Kut. Although there is no evidence of fallout from ‘
SNO’s actions, these acts could have been a “tipping point™ resulting in bostility against coalition forces.
Furthermore, discomfort with being ordered to perform these actions and am inability to countermand the order
of a superior commissionad officer are running theme is the statements of the sergeants and below. Therefore,
Article 32 investigation followed by a general court-martial is also a palatable forum for this matter. An Artick
32 investigation could provide the Commander with another ncutral opinion to asalyze the posable formms for
this matter.

10. In any event, I recommend NJP for the charges referenced in Paragraph (8),.above, followed administrative
separation processing under SECNAVINST 1920.6B for:

a. Substandard performance of duty as evidenced by failure to demanstrats acceptable qualities of
leadership required of the members grade;

b. Wwdmumwmmmmmwof
officers of the members grade and experience;

¢. Misconduct or profissional dereliction which is tubecoming am officer 2s evidenced by commission
of a serious offensc, to wit: Articles 92 and 133 of the UCMJ (2000 Ed).

(0)(7)(C)
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I¥ REPLY REFER T0
5800

2003

-DETAINEES BY BN
ABOUT 14 JUNE 2003 AND 29 JUNE 2003

Encl: (1) Cenvening
{2) Statement
{3) Statement
(4) Statement
{5) Statement
{6) Statement
{(7) Statement
{8) Statement
{9) Statement
{10) Statement
{11) Statement
{12) Statement
{13) Statement
{14} Statement
{15) Statement
{(16) Statement
(17) Statement
{18) Statement
{19) Statement
{20) Statement
{21) Statement
{(22) Statement
(23) Starement

Ref: (1) MCO 3461.1 A
"{2) Convention (IV) Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in

Time of War
(3) Map Series K643 Sheet #5155

Preliminary Statement

1., This investigation concerns the possible inappropriate treatment of Iraqi
detainees at the orders of m All reasonable and available
information has been gathered and piaced in this report. All dirasctives of

the authority have been met. During the investigation I consulted

with as the Staff Judge Advocate. Requests for extensions were
and were granted. No statement was made by

made verbally toRRNEING C .
wa SR, ave his right to zemain silent. ALL
personal information was obtained from military records and/or in compliance

with the privacy act,
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NMAPPROPRIATE * " \TMENT OF IRAQI
ERSSIVI/ 0602 USMCR ON OR

Findings of Fact

1. is assigned to Al Kut, Iraq. [encl (7))

is assigned the task of

TP

guarding an ammunition supply point in Al Kut, Yraqg vicinity grid NB 720170.

fencl (2)]1

3. buring the Eoriad if 1 June 2003 to 30 June ZOOSMWM

- assigned to [encl (2}]

4. and his sqQuad were guarding the ammunition supply point
vicinity grid NB 720170 on 23 June 2003 from 0730 until 1700. [encl (4, 11)]

5. Julaie detained three Iraqi men at approximately 1100 on 23
June 2003. [encl (4, 10, 12, 13, )} :

turned three Iragi detainees ovar toat

the ammunition supply point. f{encl {4, 6, 12, 13})

7. rdered the release of 3 Iragi detainees after having
them driven approximately 2 or 3 miles from the ammunition supply point.
[encl (6)) o

8. At approximately 1400 on 23 June, 2003 FNESRO) detained 3 Iraqi
men that he and his squad had detained sarlier that same day and an
additional Iraqi man. [encl {4, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15)]

9. as ordered to bring the four Iragi detainees to the Al
Kut police station after being relieved at the ammunition supply point.

[Bncl(‘, 7, 11, 12, 15)]

10. HINAHS! brought 4 Iraqi detainees to the{JiFslio
position. (encl (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14))

11, ordered i£)(730C) to search for and confiscate
11, 13)]

any money on these 4 detainees. [encl (4, 8, 9, 10,
12. An unknown amount of money was coniiscated by and the
‘Marines in his scuad. [encl (4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13)

13. an unknown amount of monsy was turned over to EisHEAH®! fencl

{10, 11, 13)]

14. An unknown amount of money was returned to at least one of the Iraql
detainees by (encl (4, 9, 12))

15. as ordered to release the Iraqli detainees at R IFAI(®S
front gate. [encl (4, 8, 13))

16. ordered the ¢ Iragi detainees stripped before they were
to be relsased. [encl (3, 4, S, B, 9, 10, 11, 13, 15))

17. The 4 Iragi détainees ware stripped to their underwear and released on
foot from themposition.- [encl (4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13,

14, 153
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Subj: COMMAND INVESIiGE. M " NAPPROPRIATE  ATMENT OF IRAQI
" DETAINEES ny EIOl¥d (73 C) 0602 USMCR ON OR

ABOUT 14

16. On 28 June 2003 RREEIE conducted a vehicle checkpoint on
Righway 7. [encl (16)) .

19. At approximately 2310 an Iraql truck was shot at in an attempt to stop
it as it entered the vehicle check point. [encl (16, 17, 18, 18, 20, 21, 22,

23))

20. 2 Iragl men were treated for wounds and detained after thn truck .
atopped. [enc) {16, 17, 1B, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23)1

21. Wm{ Army Military Police were notified. {encl (16, 17,
20, .

22. An ambulance was called to evacuate the Iragl detainees. [encl (16, 17,
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23}} :

23. 500,000 dinar was found when the truck was searched and turned over to
the MP’s. fencl (16, 17, 23}}

24. EOIvalel and the Marines at the vehicle checkpoint were ordersd
to provide security for the truck until relieyed. {encl (16, 18))

25. On the morning of 29 June 2003 Mon&red the truck
searched again and all personal affects co scated {encl (16, 17, 18)]

26. Papers fourd in the Iragi truck were transpor‘ted 1 (D73 Ch
position. (encl {16, 17, 18, 20, 22}}

27. FHCH ordered other personal items found in the Iraqibtrucl: to
be burned. [enc) {16, 17, 18)])

28. Items found in the Iraqgqi truck were burned by Ban.nea beside Highway 7.
fencl (16, 17, 18, 20, 23)] :

Opinions

1. Mﬂ! in viglation of Marine borps Ordexr 3461.1 and Part
I, cle 2 o 8 Geneva Convention when he ordered that the detainees be
stripped before being released on 23 June 2003. [FF (16, 17)]

P (01{7)(C) was in violation of Marines Corps Order 3461.1 when he
ordered Marines to confiscate noney from the detainees before thair release
on 23 June 2003. ([FF (11, 13)] '

A (D) (71(C) was in violation of Marine Corps Order 3461.1 when he
ordered the burning of detainees personal items on 2% June 2003. [FF (27,

28)]

4. Several Staff Nonccmmissioned Officers and Noncommissioned Officers
failed to gquestion the orders of Weith-r to strip the .
detainees on 23 June 2003 or to burn civ ans prbperty on 29 Juna 2003. [FF
(17, 28)]
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Subj: COMMAND INVE
DETAINEES BY (s
ABOUT 14 ;

Recemmendations

ghould be charged for violating Marine Corps Order 3461.1
for hie orders on 23 June 2003 to have Jraqi civilians stripped beafozre thc;r

release from custody.

2, Wsﬂmuld be charged for violation of Marine Corps Ordexr
3461. or his orders on 29 June 2003 to burm civilians property. .

3. mnould be counseled on the rights of civilian
detainees Lor fils orders to confiscate money from Iraqi detainees . on 23 June

2003.

4. Marines and sailors assigned toljtsitAKS)
instructed on the proper care and handling of civilian detainees while in

Iraqg.
ct the Marines and sailors of

£ their obligation to tactfully quut:.on orders that appeax to be
unlawful under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

(0){7)(C)
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-~ "jhts Advisement Forms

ARTICLE 31 RIGHTS

W (0)(7)(C) - p— ) c) I

Uni"c: (b)(?)(C) Telephone number:

I have been advised that I may be suspaected of the offense(s)

of::Uo i“"..';fgs Qi‘-‘é’“s o Nig Jrune
and that:.

[] I have the right to remain silent.

%y statements I do make may be used as evidence against

me in trial by court-martial.

. have the right to consult with lawyer counsel prior, to
any questioning. This lawyer counsel may be a civilian

lawyer retained by me at my own expenses, a military lawyer

appointed to act as my counsel without cost to me, or both.
have the right to have such retained civilian lawyer

and‘or appointed military lawyer present during this interview.

have the right to terminate this interview at any time.

WAIVER OF RIGH?S

-I further certify and acknowledge that I have read the -
above statement of my rights and fully understand them,

-and that:
expressly desire to waive my right to remain silent.

expressly desire to make a statement.
expressly do not desire to consult with either a .

civilian lawyer retained by me or a military lawyer
appointed as my counsel without cost to me prior to

questioning.
expressly do not desire to have such a lawyer present

wi e during this “interview.
Hrhis acknowledgment and waiver of rights is made freely

and voluntarily by me, and without any promises or threats

‘having been made to me or pressure of coercion of any kind

having been used against me.

1956
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Understanding my rights under U.C.M.J. Article 31, I wish to
make the following statement: . : Z{,

IA&J l‘d-ﬂ-zm._l.a__&ﬂ__dﬂimd/ af r/e/t_n#fn s
Z::%"I' - 'Zt: 9,.9 ,'gn'a{h ""W/"“ Mar £

Op ¢ Sl gn D[ 037HC) b 01{’.' -

the cond M Thy v

[ ald lo . [ ‘(-\ K ald é“ﬁl . U‘A:A."d 1&‘ Zv;‘“ﬁ'

0‘/“ Mi;(d i & (0-1("./([( ’ﬂﬁf/'f/@ 'ﬁ” Aé‘*f~'?4""-’.|£ ra H‘ Zy—‘!

fLo* {‘92' h(l”""]’/’i(/ /cr[vagj.

. A;cgg.& fazilleat iowlep Sedariso s, OCevrel phi o
WIS (o) (7) C) SN
Crom sl ASP (Fellfend) <i4 abop 4 deduiney i 44
bock of o highback . T cppured ' Lenns
e kgl eak Searchin ¥hen  bre Lok seced

/J[/J 0/ Jr;g.r'(’ a’ﬂlﬂ(ldy 30 é///j‘ _/4/ JL}}' ‘f’l‘h(A #(G

{Signature and Daté)
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Undérstanding my righus under U.C.M. J. Artic},e 31, T wish to
make the following statement:

de . .

oefdered Flos ve c‘o»/.;w/’c Zhe. /‘-mc;;. /i; .re[/»’»»é

ok speord poie, uhe [ el

Lo poce Hep foed bhe gote. m s el

on Mo sicpr asl odud o o Sty Hen dube Ho

bt | T dpyde e ad shorge

Lo o bhe bo) b, I ot bzek ong Loy slye 4y ,A,ﬁg!'ﬁ';c

h. Mg T /0AL S fom ‘a i& ey /(l é#a. u-;
thior ek g fled the v doen, O cdigod fomipel

L /?u’(c . ty oy Stoot pots yobor aestl, ,4//4

blie ren bud pets oc shups sk chog exepr for

pne ikivdeal by ghueh oo borefat T bplive T

i bnefzo (b)(T)(C) ctdera ¥l frpncy o Ong od il

over the Lipa , -
mﬂﬂ/«?}
{Signature and Date)

Addedem: LL‘" I aneey oty Cunbry con A
| 9 “alis epde ,Z— Iwo-la(- L
rols £ bifly Moy 1 ok 4. (b)(7)(C) ;

L/"\lq

cl.ﬂz;u. ”

ol 1(11 or Jec j o"‘ 5“;,’9 ‘I'Luq/ 'fm‘—'c }Il/

eplick worl Theii ynr coll s
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"1 hte Advisement Forms

N SN -

ARTICLE 31 RIGHYS

‘Telephone nunmber:

Namé: Rank/Rate Siltte

Unit:

I have been advised that I may be suspected of the offense(s)
of: ) '

and that:
_-;nhave the right to remain silent.
y statements I-do make may be used as evidence against
" m trial by court-martial.
ﬁI have the right to consult with lawyer counsel prior, to
any questioning. This lawyer counsel may be a civilian
lawyer retained by me at my own expenses, a military lawyer
ointed to act as my counsel without cost to me, or both.
have the right to have such retained civilian lawyer

and/or appointed military lawyer present during this interview.
have the right to terminate this interview at any time.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

-I further certify and acknowledge that I have read the
above statement of my rights and fully understand them,

and that:

I axpressly desire to waive my right to remain silent.

I expressly desire to make a statement.

I expressly do not desire to consult with either a
civilian lawyer retained by me or a military lawyer
appointed as my counsel without cost to me prior to

questioning.
I expressly do not desire to have such a lawyer present
wi e during this interview.

Fx‘his acknowledgment and waiver of rights is made freely
and voluntarily by me, and without any promises oxr threats '
* having been made to me or pressure of coercion of any kind

having been used against me.

er's Si ure and date)
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Understanding my rights under U.C.M.J. Article 31, I wish to
make the following statement:

e 23 SUNE. Bitoun 130 houks RRPACU MATRY, T WD cuT e Tz

g wen) ke gg,,:g@ e Y Deﬂnmﬂd;m -
THE GATE. TTHATS WHEDR 4 (.‘ﬁwuf' INS O,

T




jhts Advisement Forms

. ARTICLE 31 RIGHTS

Name : (b)(7)(C) Rank/Rate:m A;tivity: m
Unit: m 'feieéhone number:

I have been advised that I may be suspected of the offense(s)
& .

of: W) s

: and that:
_mhave the right to remain silent.
y statements I do make may be used as evidence against
me_§ rial by court-martial.
ﬁ have the right to consult with lawyer' counsel prior, to

any questioning. This lawyer counsel may be a civilian
lawyer retained by me at my own expenses, a military lawyer

ap“%;ed to act as my counsel without cost to me, or both.
an

have the right to have such retained civilian lawyer

appointed military lawyer present during this interview.
have the right to terminate this interview at any time. .

RAIVER OF RIGHTS

m further certify and acknowledge that I have read the
above statement of my rights and fully understand them,

and that: _
"expressly deslre to wailve my right to remain silent.
expressly desire to make a statement.

expressly do not desire to consult with either a
civilian lawyer retained by me or a military lawyer

appointed as my counsel without cost to me prior to
questioning.

expreasly do not desire.to have such a lawyer present
with me during this interview.

his acknowledgment and waiver of rights is made freely
and voluntarily by me, and without any promises or threats

having been made to me or pressure of coercion of any kind
having been used against me. .
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Understanding my rights under U.C.M.J. Artlcle 31, I wish to
ollowing statement:

'Aa{-ﬁ, 4, bt e pie th forye bk @m oA
"_ééaé.aw
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- having been used against me.

: Rights Advisement Forms
AR!ICLE 31 RIGHTS

Telephone number:

Nam Rank/Rate[irNes

Unit.

| I have been advised that I may be suspected of the offense(s]
of:

{1 I have the right to remain silent.

{] Any statements I do make may be used as evidence against ﬂ ..

me in trial by court-martial.

{1 I have the right to consult with lawyer counsel prior, to - .

any questioning. This lawyer counsel may be a civilian

lawyer retained by me at my own expenses, a military lawyer

appointed to act as my counsel without cost to me, or both.
{}] I have the right to have such retained civilian lawyer

and/or appointed military lawyer present during this interview,

{1 I have the right to terminate this interview at any time.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

[] I further certify and acknowledge that I have read the
above statement of my rights and fully understand them,

and that:
"{] I expressly desire to waive my right to remain silent.

[] I expressly desire to make a statement.
" [] I expressly do not desire to consult with either a
civilian lawyer retalined by me or a military lawyer
appointed as my counsel without cost to me prior to

questioning.
[] I expressly do not desire to have such a lawyer present

with me during this interview.

[] This acknowledgment and waiver of rights is made freely
and voluntarily by me, and without any promises or threats
having been made to me or pressure of coercion of any kind

b Zeo3

and date)
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_ Statement offf (SGSI®) SO
Re: ASPDemmeuomee.B,zow

The morning of June, 23, 2003 IR e caved JITINSbgud at Ficld Guard ASP
at approx. 0700 hrs. As I can best recall at around 0900 one of my Marines spotted two
Iraqis inside the ASP compound. I had three or four of my Marines inclnding myself load
into our highback hurnmer to investigate. We drove about 600 meters around the western
Side of the perimeter, dismounted the hummer and walked to the top of the berm. There’
we ssw two Iragis in side the berm. We motioned for them to walk to us. Whea the two
men came to us | explained to them that they were not allowed in the compound. 1
communicated with them by drawing a diagram in the sand and using another Marine to
simulate hand cuffing and going to jail if We caught them again, They understood and
‘walked North with some women end some cattle. At this time we drove to the North of
the ASP and noticed Women and children with some donkeys and explained to them not
. to go into the compound. We thea returned to our post at the south side of the compound.
About two hours later my Marine on watch spotted some Iragis on the compound berm.
I agsembled a react team to investigate and drove to the area where the Iraqis were
spotted. We saw three Iraqis in an ares just outside the berm of the compound, they were
staging brass tank ammunition cartridges. Two of the men were the ones we had
previously warned about going into the compound. I instructed my Marines to detain the
Iragis and place them in the back of the hummer. We flex cuffed the men’s wrists and
anklm.Weﬂxmdrwe n bacl 'ompostwhcrelsawﬁm another
: emnew mstructed us
: toplwethedctaineesm e ¥o his hummer. ith the detainoes
mmmetowhatlmmedwomdbetthohoeSmﬂan.Ithcnull to notify them
of the incident. At around 1400 my Marine on watch noticed a blus flat bed trock .
approaching our position. I watched the truck make a left turn off the main road and into
the field about 700 meters away from uvs. The truck drove around to the west of our
compound. 1 waited about twenty minutes or so and assembled another react tcam to go
mvestigate. As we rounded the berm I noticed Four kragis picking up staged brass and
- loading it into the truck. When the men saw us they got back into the truck and were
trying to flee. My Marines stopped the truck and motioned for the men to exit the truck.
As [ approached the men ] noticed that three of thern were the same men we had just
detained a few hours before. I ordered my Marines to detain the men and place them in
the back of our hummer. I had one of the detainees remain with myself and a few of my
Marines while I sent the remaining detainees back to our post. I had this detainee pick up
all the brass in the area and load it on the blue truck After the detainee picked vp all of
the brass we drove him and the biue truck back to our post. I had the detaines pull off all
the brass in the truck and stage in an area where my Marines could keepaneyeonit. I -,

had my Merines put the detainses in the shade by the guard shack and gave all the
detainees water. ] radioed my situation in to| wasmdexedbym

sure the owner of the truck retained possession of hi and to drive the detaineesto
the Police Station after I was relieved, After talking ne of my Marines told me
that one of the detainees flex cuffs were too tight. I personally inspected each on of the
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Mmmmmmddetmdthataﬂofﬁmnmedcdwbecmm&anewm
needed to be placed on the detainees in a loose but secured manner. My Marines followed
my instructions and even usedRUHENI®) medical cutters to thosafetyofthe

detainees. Omsquadwasrehevedaroundl‘room B
_mmﬂyloadedthedetaineemwmhmamddmwbwkto Idmve

‘bdropoﬁ'hnlfofmyManncssoﬂieywouldhavemoppommtytoeathot

chow. As  was ﬁmﬂymﬂm to the Police Station when

I was met by asn't very happy with the
detainees being inside our Hesaidthatmytmewahavcdumnmwem
mttobtinzthmbackto%rmedhim : & WET 'tobrmgthexnuo&e
Palice Station. At this time we wers instructed by|
to the Police Station but to release them at the gate. A

ﬂcxcuﬁ‘soﬂ'ofthedetmneesandbnngﬂmtothegatc.lsmd
fhehaqum;ustgomgmwa]kmnnwgmmdgmb

& taxi and that they would probably showEattheASi ﬁ\n knowing that there would
benooonmquemﬁtothmmom td me to take their money so

theywuuldnotbeabletotakeatan]conﬁscamdabontonethousnndmmoﬁofom
hen My Marines walked the detainees to the gate. As we were walking to the
gate (b){?)eC} prdered us to take the detainees cloths off in order to t=ach them a
lesson. My Marines removed the detainees cloths leaving them in their underwear. I
made sure that the detainee that owned the truck got his keys back and returned his
monnymhmmwmwalkedthmughﬂmgmemdmmthemlﬂwnmwd
myMannwtoeatsomzchow _

b)(7)(C
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STATEMENT OF THE KNOWLEDGE REGARDING ACTIONS INVOLVING IRAQI
DETAINEES ON OR ABOUT 23 JUNE 2003. :

On or about 30 June 2003,ng manner, that he *
had ordered Iraqi detainees that had been brought be stripped to their
underwear and escorted out of the front gate. He said that these detainees had been
appmh:ndedatﬂaeASPtothenanh.collocmedmththemngc I counseled him
regarding his poor t and that they should’ve been brought to the police station.

i he had knowledge of the incident. He stated that he

- front gate. He also stated that he then went into his room bécause
he didn't went to be involved with the incident. 1 informed the battalion executive officer

ofmydtscoveryofthcmdmtonor 003. After making a few more
mqum it came to my attention may have somg information for me. I
be knew of @ stated that the

() Iragi detainees’ money and possessions. He then

rdered the Marines to strip the Iraqi detainees to their underwear and to
released through the front gate. [ then informed the battalion commanding officer with -
the information I had regarding the incident on or about 6 July 2003.
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1% Marine Division, FMF
AlKut, Iraq
16 July 2003

Subj: STATEMENT REGARDING ACTIVITIES OF (b)THC)
1. One of the assigasd tasks o CUEACIMNNt to provide security to an ASP,

. grid e Lre. _
2. e assigned to JENEANS as thelRRRPlatoon
commander ing approximately October 2002, ending approximately 4 July

0)7) O]

2003.
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"“ights Advisement Forms"N
AR!ICL! 31 RIGHTS

Telephone number:

Rank/Rate

Unit

I have been advised that I may be suspected of the offense(sl
of: pto clomes merdiu ab iy bug

and that:

] I have the right to remain silent.
} Any statements I do make may be used as evidence agalnst
in trial by court-martial.
1 T have the right to consult with lawyer counsel prior, to
any questioning. This lawyer counsel may be a civilian
" lawyer retained by me at my own expenses, a military lawyer

) inted to act as my counsel without cost to me, or both.
ﬁ] I have the right to have such retained civillan lawyer
an

or appointed military lawyer present during this interview,
Bl T have the right to terminate this interview at any time.

WAIVER OF RIGHTS

-] I further certify and acknowledge that I have read the
above statement of my rights and fully understand them,

and that:
1 I expressaly desire to waive my right to remain silent.
] I expressly desire to make a statement.
] I expressly do not desire to consult with either a
civilian lawyer retained by me or a military lawyer
appointed as my counsel without cost to me prior to
‘ estioning.
] I expressly dc not desire to have such a lawyer present
with me during this interview. _
] This acknowledgment and waiver of rights is made freely
voluntarily by me, and without any promises or threats
- having been made to me or pressure of coercion of any kind
. having been used agajinst me.

M ozoz
signature and date) and date)
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Arab / American background:

1 decided to travel to the United: States when 1 was cighteen year oid, and started my
studies in the US § learning first Eaglish then Engineering. At that time
relations berween the US and Iraq were refatively positive. I wanted to come to the US o
study Engineering because America’s Colleges and Universities are workl renown and 1
wanted to have an American diploma that was a prestigious award in Iraq. While { was
attending University, I met my futre wife and we married soon after my graduation. Afrer
we married, [ decided to stay and obtain a US Permanent Residence in in

IRl then the US citizenship, which I proudly achieved ool The
US has been a preat country to me as I was able to achieve so much academically,
professionally and personally. Despite the fact that T have lived for many years in the US, I
have maintained strong ties with my family in Iraq.

1977
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My professional career also allowed me to work and live abroad. 1 lived in Saudi
Arabia for almost 5 years, J{}I@aT{@3 M while working as a Project Engineer on JiYuat{e)

{173 C)

(LY7)C)

and living in Saudi Arabia, able to travel to Iraq to visit my family several dmes. I
currently have 2 brothers and 1 sister all living in Baghdad. My father passed away in 1991
and my mother passed away in 1980. Based upon my up bringing in Jraq and my close family
ties with the region, I feel that I have a solid and comprehensive understanding of the Middle

Eastern and Iragi culture.
[ am informed tha: JIEARCY is s Reraduate of the United States Naval

Academy and served on active duty for six years in the-United States Marine Corps as a
Communications Officer. After fulfilling his mitial service obﬁgaﬁons,mas
Honorably Discharged mmm worked in the private sector.

- As the United States began preparing for mili i
voluntarily decided to join the Marine Corps Rmv::m i

{LU7HC) 4th Marine Corps division, out of New Orleans, La, Up
(1710 vas asgigned as Platoon Commander, [{{Igl®)
(b 7HC) ompany.

. About a month after Jommu the Bana.hon was deployed for cornbat operation in
Al:Kut, Iraq. [JJf¥as engaged in operations shortly afier the fall of Baghdad, but maintained
and continued combat operations in the vicinity of Al-Kut, Iraq. m his platoon
had -numerous responsibilities ranging from conducting foot patrols, urban patrols, vehicle
patrols, facility security and anti-insurgency operations, etc. One mission entailed providing
security for two (2) ammunitions supply dumps or Ammunition Supply Points (ASPs).
Guarding deserted and abandoned Iraqi army facilities took on an important operational role,

as 2 serious concern existed that the large supply of small arms and munitions did not fall into
the hands of would be terrorists.

ES

[n late June 2003 B} I0AI(OJ BN and his platoon had orders to provide security for two
(2) ASPs, which did not have perineter walls or fences. ‘This made conducting security
operatjons difficult as there was complete access into and out of the ASPs.- Due to the power
loss situation in most of Iraq, the A/C units that were used to regulate the heat in the ammo
bunkers were not working. Artillery tounds and other ordinance were self-detonating within
the ASP from the heat and extreme temperature fluctuations. Iraqi civilians were looting the
ASP for ordinance to sell, setting off ammo in order to sell the shells and ordinance. In
addition to trying to keep local citizenry from stealing materiel from the ASP, it was also the
Marines’ role to protect those same Iragis’ from geing into the ASP and being injured or
killed.
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Only a small number of Marines were available in order to conduct their security
mission. On one day in late Junc 2003, the Marines captured the same 3 Iraqi men in civilian
clothing on four separate occasion within an 8- 10 hour duration, in two different ASPs. On
the first two occasions that the Iraqis were captared stealing from an old Iraqi ASP, the Iragis
were brought to the Iraqi police, who simply released the men. On the third capture in the old
fragi ASP, the detainess were taken from the location, driven to a different location and
dropped off. On the fourth occasion that they were captured (this time with an additional
accomplice), the same detainees were canght, this time while stealing ordinance from the
Battalion ASP, the second ASP. This ASP was used to store coalition ordipance necessary for-
the combat efforts. One this fourth occasion, the four Iraqi detainees were brought back to the

Wcomw post (CP). Apparently, the Company had no place o
permanendy detain the Iraqis and the Iraqi police were po help as demonstrated previously. |-
should comment that leaving the Iragis in the hands of the Iragi police could have resulted in
very serious harm coming to the Iragis. The police under Saddam Hussein were extremely
brutal; torture and executions were commonplace under Saddam Hussein’s regime. {iNEdRsS

B cecided that if it they didn’t have their cloths they would at least be forced to go home
to get replacements. Also, I think the action served to teach the Iraqis a lesson not to steal
from the Americans. So, the Iragis were sent out of the CP in their underwear and the plan
worked, they never returned to the ASP.

r 50 after the detainces were released a Battalion investigation was conducted
on Mfor possible misconduct involving the detainees. The result of the
investigation was that as fired (relieved) of his command, then punished by the
Commanding General for allegedly violating the Geneva Convention for taking the clothes
from the Iraqis, deemed somehow to be degrading and humiliating. While waiting to be sent

back to the United States, KiSHES®S was then assigned to assist in training 400 or so Iragiz
FPS (Facility Police Service).
Case analysis:

Based upon my knowledge of middle eastern culture and in particular of the customs of
the I.raq people, the action taken by in disrobing the detainee would not be
considered bumiliating or degrading or Iraqi customs, as I will discuss in greater

deml below Based upon Arab and Iraqi culture I believe that the actions taken by RS
were highly effective and productive in serving as a safe deterrent to further xllcgal
actions by the 1ragis.

Arab cnlture is influenced greatly by the Islamic rehglon, couduct of a Muslira is very
strict and interaction with Middle Eastern Muslims can be confusing for westerners. Below
are some exampies of actions or conduct which are considered to be offensive, and would be
more ‘;I:lumiliating" and “degrading™ to Muslim and Arab men, than having their ciothes
removed:
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o Muslim men are extremely protective of their daughters, wives, and other female
~ family members. Avoid directly looking at, or speaking to women and teenage girls if
at all possible,

» When approaching a grdup or family, always spdk to the man present (even if he is
young). ' If no man is present, speak to the oldest womam in the group.

» Avoid touching any woman, even in a friendly manner (i.c. shaking hands, a pat on the
shoulder, etc.)

» The more covered a women is, the more religious she is. It is offensive to ask an Iraqi
woman to remove her veil, headscarf, or outer robe, If an inspection is pecessary, it
should be performed by another female, if at all possible.

» Shoes and feet are considered unclean. It is disrespectful to dispiay the soles of one's
feet or shoes.

» A Mosque is considered Holy Ground. Therefore, shoes must be removed before

entering. A reverent attitude should be observed. One should respect the gquietness,
which is necessary for the Muslims to concentrate on their prayers.

s It is disrespectful for 2 woman (o enter a Mosque without covering her hair.

~ & The Koran is the Muslim Holy book. It should never be f,!laced or thrown on the
‘ground.

* Avoid walking on the small rugs, on which Muslins pray.

« Muslims condemn the eating of pork, drinking alcohol, and gambling of any kind.

» Most Muslims coasider dogs and cats unclean and do not have them as pets in their
homes. If a canime is necessary for inspection some Muslims may find it offensive to
have a dog so close to them, especially if they are carrying a Koran,

« Placing a Muslim / Iraqi under one’s foot is highly disrespectful as the bottom of the
foot / heel is considered unclean. To be shown the boftom of the foot is cans:dcred

highly dtsrapectml
s Shake hands with your right hand only, Never with the left, to do so would be

disrespectful. If you are carrying something in the right hand, move the content to
your left hand so you can extend the right hand.

DOD JUNE 1980



APR-02-2004 FRI 03:48 P - S 4 R 0w

Arab culture is steep in history, most notably the Middle East is the recognized

birthplace of our civilization, Moseover, the Arab culture has a proud military heritage and
the “warrior” is revered throughout the Middle East. The warrior reflects an image of
strength and courage. Consequently, Arabs and in particular Iraqis bold those in positions of
military authority with great respect. While, the coalition invasion of Iraq is an crnbarrassment
to many Iragis, they also respect the power and military skills of the coalition forces and the
Americans in particular. Forcefulness and strength is both respected and honored.

B crions in disrobing the detainees sent a strong and purposeful message to those Iragis
that their actions will not be tolerated. Dealing with them in a forceful manner, made them
respect the authority of the Americans and of their military responsibilities.

Tt shoulq aiso be pointed out that under Saddam Hussein, fraqi was a secular nation,
much fess focused on Islam than its more devout neighbors; Saudi Arabia, Iran and Syria. The
Arab culture does not share the same value of cooperation and generosity that westerns use in
their daily interactions. The “give and take” of a western human relationship is not a common
practice in [rag. The Iraqi community is organized based upon 2 loose group of classes. Iraqgis
look to their male elders for direction; they lock to their government leaders and their military
commanders for direction over their lives. This system is further reinforced through the strict
tenets of Islam, as religion is of course a dominating force in their actions and daily lives.

Now that the coalition forces are clearly in contro] of the country they are looking to the
coalitions forces for this direction. For instance, if they can get away with stealing
ammunition without punishment, they will continne that practice.

The imteraction betweerlDNAISININand the Iraqi detamees would 1ot be viewed as
“normal” interaction by lragis. Iragis understand that the coalition is in control and is taking
charge, In fact, weakness or signs of weakness would be very disconcerting to the Iragis as it

-would make them concerned that America does not have the strength to continue their
occupation. Since Saddam Hussein was so successful in sarviving aver the many years that he
ruled, it will remain a concern for the average Iraqi that he could reclaim power. Strength
demonstrated by the Americans reflect their will to resist the actions by a very few Iraqis-that
are trying to impede the liberation and democratization of Irag. Unfortunately, we see
examples of the actions taken by this extreme minority frequently in our newspaper and on
television,

tion of disrobing the Iraqis Jikely served as a better deterrent than
handing them over to the local police forces. The police forces which existed under Saddam
Hussein were cruel and bratal. Sometimes the torture was not.always physical; the former
regime police would physical rape and sodomize the daughtsrs or wife of a “suspect” to force
the suspect to be psychologically coerced into providing information. The jnfliction of pain
was the norm for those who disobeyed the *law” as it existed under Saddam Hussein in frag.
actions were greatly lumane compared to those standards, as no physical pain
was inflicted. Getting caught and released without any repercussion only served 1o stiffen their
resolve to continue their actions. They would gain respect from their peers for challenging
American’s authority ~ and succeeding without punishment. That would inspirc others to
continue the same course of conduct, it would be fair to say that the Americans were being
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tested as a game, to see what would occur.  Once the former regime control lost its grip on
Iraq, Jawlessness broke out since no ose instilled order in the region. mcﬁon

created order and direction. Short of long-term detainment or physical abuse I cannot envision
any other course of appropriate action to stop thc actions that thoze Iraqi men were taking. |

Of course, Iragi custom is very different than western customs. It is cornmon and very
acceptable to see a grown man in his pajamas, “bijama” in Arabic, out in the neighborhood
market shopping and performing errands. 1lived in the “Muthena District”, an upper middle
class residential area in Baghdad, and yet still saw grown males riding their bicycles, wearing
these “bijama”, to a market located several miles away. Being outside the house wearing
boxer shorts in the summer is also acceptable. I recall seeing my neighbor (a 50+ years old
man, father of 3 children) watering his front lawn and sidewalk with a water hose quite often
in the hot afternoon hours in his boxers ontside his house. This is a coromon site to see in Iraq
during the hot summer days, particularly June through August. Many times I have seen males
receiving guests into their homes wearing only boxer shorts. It is also common o see biue-
collar Iaborers working on a building site in their underwear. Also farmers tending their farm
land in their underwear (boxers or long john style). Bluecoliar people and farmmers often wear
long robs (called “dishdasha™) outside the house as their normal attire, It is cormmon to see
those people to shove the front of the dishdasha or 75% of the bottom part of this dishdasha in
their boxer shorts, when walking around and about, so they would not trip over them. This
would seem quite odd 10 our western culture, but is normal to the Iragis. :

The city of Al-Kut, which [ have visited and driven thru many times, is considerably
smaller and less modern than Baghdad. Their state of dress is even more relaxed than most
Baghdad residences. The customs there can be compared to blue-collar people living in
Baghdad. While semding a male outside in his underwear for a long distance journey to go
hame might be somewhat embarrassing to the individual, however it is defiantly not considered
humiliating or degrading, by Iragi standards. Again, I have to refer back to the fact that the
Marines anndrc trying to impose a disciplinary action, which did work and
thus would even have a lesser impact on *harming® Iragi customs. The Iraqis have been used
to very strong and severe punishment measures for the past 30 years. The Iraqis, especially
among the less educated, are not accustomed to freedom or people in anthority respecting
them, and will mistake that as weakness. Demonstrating anthority and strength may not be
“desired” by the individuals receiving it, but will create respect and order. A

In attempting to think of what else could have been done which would serve as a
greater deterrent. Those options would be have far too harsh, and the Marimes
could have decided to inflict bodily harm to the detainees (which I am sure the detainees were
shocked for not receiving), but he did not. K{sJIal(®)llcould have insulted the families of
those detainees, but he did pot. QEENEIE could have forced the detainees to violate their
religious duties by forcing them to eat pork or drink alcobol, but he did not because he
respected their religion and culture. lnstead, nstrated self-control, with
authority, in his civil disciplinary action. I frankly, commend for his patience
with those 4 Iraqis giving them chance after chance, and then carried out the disciplinary
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‘action. Inmy opinion his action possibly saved lives and those lives could have been;
American, Iraqi, or possibly the lives of those 4 individuals. -

1 do understand that America wants to send a message as.a “good neighbor” however,
in my opinion before we can be a “good neighbor™ we must first be a strong neighbor and
demonstrate that we can creste order and lawfulness in Irag. I believe that this combination
will in the Jong term be the most successful approach for deanocracy to take hold in my former

.homeland, As a former Iragi citizen who has remaiped in contact with relatives and friends in
Baghdad, we are overjoyed with America’s commit to eradicate the tyranny of Saddam
Hussein's reign. We are indebted to the indomitable spirit of men and women lik

ho willingly volunteered to give freedom to those in Iraq who for 80 long lived in the
clutches of a dictator, ‘ 4

Asa ﬁnal commoent, I would like 10 state that I have not received any financial or any
“in kind” remuneration for my teview of this case. As a proud American, | am disheartened
to See the actions that have been taken agains feel compelled to offer my
opinions on the subject. Thapk you for allowing re to comment on this case. If 1 can be of
further assistance in this matter please do not hcsztatc to contact me at [REENENEBIosch net] or
{b}7)C)
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Editorial: 'Fog " renens o o

of war’ clouds i, e

humanity _ L Bosver < 707 oene
._

Incident reflects consequences

They callit the "fog of war." In reality, the fog quite ofien . puaeemree
gives way to total chaos, with all-too-fallible human

beings caught right in the middle of it all. from ;,.f?,,...
How eise does one explain adequately an incident m

Monday in which U.S. soldiers fired on a vehicie that
- failed to stop at a checkpoint in Iraq? The incident killed = earch cuant new
- seven lraqi civilians - all of them women and children. —

There can be rio eéxptanation that will silence the o
criticism that is coming from some Americans and from
many in the Arab world. The U.S. Army is looking into

the tragedy to determine what happened. .00 FORD
The prelude to this event is worth noting. ‘S’ﬁii(z 0::
hitp:/ferww.amasillonet com/stories/040203/opi_fogof shtmi 2/22/04
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One fact is that a suicide bomber drove a vehicle toward  cab, shorl
a gathering of soldiers over the weekend. Theman =~ Lariat, au
dressed as a civilian asked the soldiers for directions
then blew up his vehicle, and four Americans. The
incident occurred in the same general area as the
deaths of those seven women and children. Were our
soldiers spooked by what Iraqi leaders promised in the
- aftermath of the suicide bomber - that more will follow?

]

am
and receive
§ giftst ‘

-
ag

Another fact is that no war is clean, no matter how hard
a combatant tries to make it that way. American and
British forces have been striking Iraqi targets with a -
precision never before seen. None of it is fool-proof.
How can it be, with mere human beings pulling the

trigger? .

Given the amount of ordnance being dropped and
munitions being fired since the start of the war, it.
remains a minor miracle that more tragedies like the one
that occurred Monday haven't occurred.

Let us not be coy here. The real culprit - the root of all
the misery associated with war - remains the Iraqi
regime, whether Saddam Hussein is at the controls
today or not.

The Iraqis are sending civilians into harm's way. They
are promising more suicide bombers. They are vowing
to battle Americans and British with every weapon at
their disposal, even ff it includes women and children.

"~ War is the most brutal endeavor that human beings
undertake. Americans are seeing in real time the true

meaning of the fog of war.
R * Carttact Ue | Ensback | Searh | Table of Contents |

Capyright © 2004 AMARILLO GLOBE-NEWS
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Senior Member of the Board of Inquiry
2 April 2004
Page 2

" On another occasion, while Marines frommplatoon were guarding a
vehicle check-point, a large truck approached at a fast rate of speed, flashed its lights and
refused to stop. The Marines opened fire and disabled the yehicle. The two Iragis inside
the vehicle were injured; the Marines administered first aid. uested
instructions from his battalion on several occasions regarding the ing of the
ersonnel, vehicle and contents. After receiving no response for a number of hours,

B TNCY ras finally advised to take anything of value from the vehicie and retum to
headquarters. KieiEal®; searched the vehicle, found a large sum of Iraqi currency,
bags of rice and other lems. The cash was collected and given to Iragl police; other
items were taken to headquarters. Some of the remaining items consist of clothing which

was contained in a very dirty bag. As bugs, flies and other parasites were a big health
problem in Iraqf bumed these ftems.

, It is my understanding has faced disciplinary charges for the
actions taken in disrobing the Iragi looters and destroying the dlothes. No Iragis were
injured as a resuit actions, the looting ceased as a result of the actions
he took and the destruction of potentially health hazardous material preciuded that
material from Infecting other clothing and eliminated a storage problem._All of these
actions were taken within the context of the combat environment d
many other concems to address regarding his area of responsibility and the Marines
‘under his command. :

i werem company or battafion commander | would find that he
exercised sound, effactive judgment under the circumstances. He faced a problem of

continuing looting from the same source, he addressed the problem with decisiveness
and it resulted in resolution of the problem with physical harm to no one. in the second
instance, he sought direction from higher headguarters, none was available. He once
again acted decisively to eliminate a problem; once again, without injury to anyone.

~Insum, it appears thatKENERSINexercised decisive and appropriate judgment;
he is the type of officer we should be retalning in the Marine Corps. If any of the Board
mempbers have any questions conceming my observation, plaase fee! freo to contact me.
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April 4, 2004
- President
USMCBoudoﬂmuny
Reference: Chmm
Dear Sir:

Ihavamemdﬁwmﬁ)muhmnmmndmgthedmmmu

provided by his attorney. My first impression is that the BOT is directed st the wrong
pesson! Andmd.shouldbcmd«mgtheﬁmfordxnydﬁwwhohve _
referved the charges. -

1 sericusly question the good judgment and knowledge of mili of the
Commanding General who would compare the actions: those of L1
Cali in My Lai, Victnam. It seema to me that that the actions taken in dealing with the
infiltrators at the ASP, after their fourth attempt to gain access to steal munitions, which
were likely intended t0 be used to kill or msim Coalition Forces were quits measured and
restrained under the circumstances. How sending those individuals homs in their
skivvies violates the Geneva Convention is a real stretch. Incredible!

The sctions taken byIFATS IR0 his men at the roadsids checkpoint were
decisive snd courageocus in the face of s threat simation. The fact the vehicle

. was dissbled without killing the oocupants refincts great credit on, his
mmfnruwolbu&draponuto:dw situgtion. To then intern witempt 10

punish him for some worthless infested clothing is incredible and defies logic, T
juam&bdimmwbsmmmdedmwm
pumiahment. .

Tlmchnpsmﬁ:vohusmmandbamhthcdxmyoftheusm Th:ymdo
more danmiage to troop morele than the sctions of the left wing anti-war activist in the US
. and around the world. 1 have expesienced the anti-war types, baving served two tours in
Vummmmhmmmummbymmm

Fcho, cSEEISII =~ eer. 24 204 1080 2
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April 05, 2004

VIA BACSIMI & :~ AL (b)(7)(C)

Scoiur Mcimber

[uant of Ingui
USMCR |
Re:  Lotter of support forfIEERISTNNINE USMCR

Dear Sit or Mndasu;

1 an writing this letter on behatf o {ISMCR, in support
of his affort 10 rotain bis commission.

1 have known ESElS) sinco the uéh!ms wh i Presideni of the
Parent's antitiee of his 1oy Scout Troop here in 1
wotched EEEHER®E over the years as he became an Fagle Scoun. atended

RN lich School whers he played on the Bashetball Team
and then left for Annapolis. Over tho years I have kepl up wilhjisiigioy
personally and through his pareats who are fricnds of the family.

1f ever there was an individua) who wonld have made an excellent officer, it is
Reyond the fact that he has a father who is a Morine combat
velernn fetomm and a brothcr who is o currently serving ns 8 decarated
membur of the U.S. Navy ns exhiblted through all the yeans that
1 have known liim the traits and attribules of a commissioned officer: dedicalion
10 duty, personal sclf discipline, and commitment 1o the org:mizstion®s minsion.

1 shou'd point out that I was a conunissionced officer myself in the Regular Anny
scrving three years during tlic caily seventics with uxwa
b C Campany rifle plnmon bader and lixeeulive Ofticer. '

States Army Reserve wilh assipainents in tholtalvalie)

DOD JUNE
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Scnior Member, Bosrd of Inquicy
Apdll 5, 2002
Papo2

Coming frum that military b und 1 find it difficult o bolieve that the 11.8. Marine Corps
wanskl want to (oree ut of sotyice. there was a mait Uhat deserved to

scrve, wal that we ss 8 nation would want (o scrve, it |

[ have buen in the pnvatc practice of law since 1979 and attach nry statement orqunliﬂcalions in
thal repnd.

T make it a point in my cmlnn life to defond the nnluary pnhcy anxi ﬂ\c aimed I‘nm of thix
enuntry 1o my iriends and profvssional acsjoaintances.

It casc it fs not a matter of comnon knowlodpe within the military, it can usc olf the frivnds that
it can pet in explaining ils role, purpose and inission to a civilian population u!mon devoid of

{ormer service membors.

Inmy lnw finn Tam thc only person with military (we hove over 1IRly prople werking
here)! | nw aware of five attomeys or judges in lm arcn, which has over 250 moinbers
of the Bench nnd Bar, who have any military expxerience — and onc of thaso fought in World War
If. 1 um on the Board of Gavernors of th State Bar Associption which has ower
15,000 niembers. There aro fow occasions whun [ run in o a fellow secvice membor.

1 eon’t il apy of the I regularly mssociate with in profossional Jile the story of what
heppened 1o - . _
Firs1, fow would believe it

Second, the few who would believe it would crsdit it as the “military mind™ a¢ work.

1 know that the “mililary mind™ Is a figment of the imagination of people who never served, The

“mililmy wmin" that [ was associated with during my scventeen ycars of active andd reserve duty
was committed to the mission and yot wok caro of its prople. Would that some ol my civilian
com\tcrmm could da their jobs a3 well as (he wilitary docs theirs.

is that p:rsonnl expericnee on aclive and rosarve duly that makey what happened 1o HEEES
S0 dtﬂu:u!t to fathom. 4

Mam t deserye what wus done to him.,
‘Ihis country can’t alTord to do 10 ofTicers lik hat was done 10 hisn.

L hnve cvery confidence that the United Statcs Marine Coms will diroct thant m
LREUN USMCR, be allowed 10 retaln his coinmission.
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PRI 0)7)C) B (0)(7)(C)

Senior Member, Board of lnquiry
Al 5,2002
Puge 3

Sincercly,

(0)(7)(C)

[Enclpsure
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STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS

(B)(7)(C)

oo, IEICH
Judpo Advocnit : ndence)
1L.S., Geiverniment, 1970

Adminivos:

Us. !mriun. DistricLo 979

Eigluiy Untiod States Clrecnit Courl of A jugs
LLS, Diswict Court, Wesem Dstrim um 1987

Sewentls United Stuies L‘lrcm; Cowt of Appealy, I*}'J'I

 Peofesskona Employnsoai:

- DOSENL

NMemberyhip, Professional Organinitions & Societiea:

- ericin Bar Association |

Mwm Bar Assecinlion {Board of Liavernors, 1993-98; Chals, Owtsne Practics Sectirn; Chair,
Altomey Referm Service Committes; Muaber, Multidisciplinary Proctice (MLP) Tosk Furee]
*h.vunh Dlstricl Bar Associafion [MSBHA Delegpis, 1902-1995]

IOUT Bar Amociation [President, 1987-88}
Dcrmsc Research Instituta mxkg;m, Suie & Local Iefinse Orpanirations (SLDO), -
C Lawyens Associntion | President, 1992+93]

s Courl Standing Counanirtes on the Administrution of No-Faulk {Mcuber, §990-90];

Aw-.h.ﬁon
ale Bar Associntion (Panel Mcher, 1988-)

Y 1997-)
Mcmhcr. Governar's Commission on Judicial Appoiniment (1999-)

Prafcw) wal Re Rrenves:

(7)(C
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maﬁum

i‘nammmwﬁk'ﬁ"""' 3 dulias 1 sad 1971, Pty to
_Wmmwmam “’w,ﬁﬂ,mww.w.mm

& theis “’”;”u.mma'ebmu had
: would: sejicrally: be . cmwdczed--m be»d:sposabbmﬂx the prisonery Being
t:anspom&mmapgmpnmhommg&mmy. Itism}a iderstanding and obsew&on thnt‘t!us__

was fiequently the prder of the day,

In light of the showe, T Fid # mmpmmemnmmmammuu
mﬁprwmbe%ﬁeg:admg"m "humiliating’” in vielatipof the Genova £ In gl
. mmy-um&zrhstmmeﬂmmmlemm -of action; His-actions may very
‘well have: gaied; e Tives of his Marinss, which whiring oy titne in thc!lndne Coxpsuasi
guality thefenlistéd Marines sought smigst from. their Qfficers, .

Upenhwing a Boand oflngmryhzdboenmmami and Siat
saparaiod as a reselt of this T am simply atrimionisns. lhmmwcﬂ!i&smmm
mwwmmam ummmmm ,

nmmm ﬁymmmhh'ﬁmm‘ iy

: ol : ‘ ‘.'.', T 4 - mliﬂmm
mbnﬁrdwwhua mew et wigs Sl ‘vemvct;ﬂcﬁvev BasicaBi i ger out olithe
heuge and to show others thgt “T wax a man™ T mek plessed | wﬁm%ytgotmuffar
proaten Salue than 1 sepght. memcmwmm : e
rtaught tas selfsanifidenca, bding able saxdo siything pnmmmdm 'Fhs!m.
sﬁyediuthme wihisday, Fis whﬂMarhmmyeutamihcmﬁiianwmh As I sit hope at
Magefmmongkrmtgammmmgmmmmuym © this day ¥ stil}
W 3 SR, vlean:heatdly siicchert; bYused shist,
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and e

mdo@cmpaw. Without the confit and. iriegr -
aot e been & possibillty. mthisdsylanpmuddwhulhavcwmkshad,lmmudof

thnl&meeogpﬁndmndofmy
. Witncssing whist i heing donc lof] thmmnm
guiyhayea & w the Marine

 Gorp. ThBeosl's.c i 10 Lie s} in Viginam is
“““memmtchﬂsﬁmmym&]memﬂs_. m _.w:thﬂnmnummm

mxt&aﬁ Rxafaf'liﬁinlraqwunotwmg ; T valmteem,g, go :
1o Iriq Theﬁctﬂutmcshﬂmstmmdmgmdlnl@«mﬁxﬂmwhnbdrmrw
pecived ; : - ‘ ,mthwmsonmxuy wxyfmm

"mpatmd" ﬁmiﬁnmhis«pnaiﬂan" Whntml.l hw:liins_f e i

- years in.the Mitine Corpé-he wits tirowi out. Pléast‘bo ngn’s’ BER IF y0G 4
uponmb{msphaad) recommendations of e Go - lgtnﬁarby wihich ALL

- Marine officers MIST now: be jutged, Imﬂbtbm‘weuld‘ _‘ﬁlusetoh‘jmﬁm!mdud

: \&standardw!mh;umpoasib!sso nchimmﬂmmmdmoombm T¥'this is he anderd, T

. wvorild'bave poistripusly think ot e Madine Comy To-amyenc who imight ask:

" me. mwmzidnotomylmeanemeefrwmn cmmfmp&plmmgtodcgloy.bmxf;
‘were c;goung man agam would prescn‘t n;c wﬂh a smmns dﬂamma a5 Inwheﬂu- I s’nould ;cnn

. theCorp. : LT B R ) : .

-,
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April 1, 2004

Senior Member
Board of Inguiry

3 (1)(7)(C)

Freodom. MycomemsandobaervaﬁonsmmdonmownGK tenuressan -
mommmu.s.mammmm |
28 an FBI Special Agent. Perheps more importantly, [ have kno i

hcwujtmrmhx@xwhoolandhuvehnwhdgeofhnha&gomd.chmaumd

personal qualifications.

IR cven as 5 teenager, demonsirated an extraordinary sease of
purpose, and worked diligently to prepare himself for success in life. His work ethic was
remarkable and his character beyond reproach. The son of a former Marine officer,
(hy{71Ch bad valoes instilled in him that naturally steered him toward & military
career, Becanse of his exemplary academic achievement and related ies, he received
an appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy from which he graduated in Without
mmbmmamnmhm&msmofﬂnmmtb
a phcedondncpbne leadashxp,selfmiﬂcemdbyalymn’sown. e

I have been apprized of the allegations of misconduct lodged agains

Admittedly, I was not there but as I understand jivslios has been
accused of taking the outer clothing of four Iraqi men who had made repeated attempts to
mfested clothing found in an Iraqi truck that was dissbled and abandoned after it’s driver
attempted to run a roadblock mamned by members of his platoon. If in fact these are the
allegations, 1 belicve this matter raises serious concerns ahout the expectations being place
upon small unit leaders in combat.

. 1 have spent the majority of my adult life engaged in combet against criminal
elements bent on the destruction of our vatied institutions. Though I would not presume
wmmmw:ﬁlnrymnhd,lbeﬁewﬂntthcprmmwmmh
the same, and the consequences of failure are precisely the same. If you allow your enemy
togettbeupperhmd,hewﬂlldllyoul lt‘youmaleada regardless of your level of
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question, and they were accomplished without bodily injury. 1s this not precisely what we
expect of leaders? ' . .

‘ Combat, whether in the field or in the streets, is not sbout being moffensive and
dispassionate. It is about being prepared, focused and willing to use all ineans necessary
to subdue the enemy while ensuring mintowm loss of life and lmb. If this means killing
the enenay, so be it. If it means burning his clothes and sending him on his way, 5o be it.
To constantly shift the bar, 50 that one day you are expecied to kill the enemy and the next
to be charged with “embarrassing™ him, is unconscionable. Such incopsistency invariably
breeds confusion, doubt and uktimately a lack of decisivencse~the absohute kiss of death in
combat! This is not what the American people expect of their Marines and it should not,
and mmst not, be what they get.

Ilmenewrkmwnmmhmse}fmawﬂmghathnm
honorable manmer, and I have heard nothing supporting the co lodged against him
that has changed my mind. Rather, it appears to me while leading his
Marines in a hostile evironment, acted with restraint and due deliberation to achieve his
assigned mission while protecting the health and well-being of his Marines. What more
can be reasonably expected? . '

1t scems ironic that, after [T CANSNIRv=s relieved of his command because of
his alleged mistreatment of Iraqis, he was assigned to a comzmand responsible for training
Iragis. Does this not, in and of itself, cast doubt upon the propriety of the allegations?

(B)7HC) ss proudly and fithfully served his country in what has always
been the finest fighting force in the and 1 firmly beliove that the American people
would be well served service in the U.S. Marine Corps.

Thank you for your thoughtfiul mnsidetaﬁonofﬁﬁsm,ahdﬁ)ryommieeto

-
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April 4, 2004

(0)(7)(C)

I have recently been apprised of the sesvice of B3RS nlmbwof_theu.s.
Mmcmhkuwdﬂnmmmww&km ]
udthemqmzyﬂntwﬂdmﬁtmtdniughulifemdwmgmmmd
sxsenplary service to the United States of America. T mm an American who has beed
biessed with & long and productive life that included four years of combat all over ¢
Pacifio in Wotld War Il and I am very upset by the implications of this inquiry.

. My mﬁznyw:mduapﬂmm-cwmmdh:mﬂw ‘
‘mmummx andwmnu B

During that time I was invoived in msny i Bos
and other military proceedings. 1 was awarded a Silver Star for Gallantry In Actic
Ay, a Broaze Star with V device for Valor st Loyte Island, 8 13ronze Star with O
Cluater for ground combst and five purple bearts along with other unit and campaigy

R is appereat %0 me that the invasion of Iraq was oot well plasned and has certsinly o
been exocuted with enough troops and suppost to be decisive and that it is still a
battlefield today. Placing American military personnel in harsis way without sde
mmmmmmmMWh
o8, mhwdmmtbmuma

3, Itnobviwldlup;ubhndoaudztiﬂtb n

mmmmwmﬁm”u Cali in Vietzam.
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0 protect our freedoms if this inquiry further
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March 1, 2004

From: KHEK®) DSMCR,
To: President, Board ©of Inquiry

Subj: CHARACTER STATEMENT; CASE oF R(9)€Al(®)

(B 7MC)
We worked together at Marine Corps Base, Camp Smecley D. Butler,
Okinawa, Japan for approximat ths. Thxoughout that
peried, I personally observed nastrate maturity,
Professionalism, and judgment beyond his rank and experienca.

il (bH7)C) aracter was dlways grounded in respact for
the xule of law, responaibility, accountability, and sound
Judgment. His qualifications as a Mazine Officer axe :
unimpeachable, I cbserved him resolve a multitude of complex,
high profils, time-sensitive, imland-wide projects and HQMC
initiatives through innovation, teamwork, and conscisntious
tenacity, I perscnally workad with and through him on numezoua _
occasions and projacts, finding his candor and honesty an asset
in every situation. mwu a team player and low
£g knew that we o always depend on his word.

layed an active and pivotal rola in the succeas of
numsrous key projects. At nc time, did I recognize any flawa in
his character; more often, he gexved ss a superb role modsl for
his feallow Officers through his words, work, and wisdom.

" 3. His rapport with his lfellow Officers within and outside bis
command was enviable. Eis willingness to tackle difficult and
challanges assignments, and accomplish the misaion was notable.

vaness of our unit improved &g a direct result of
otsworthy teamstork, commitmant apdrparromanco.
4, It was my privilege to work with Nio)INAl(®)) During ny
eightesn pluzs vears of gsrvice w Marine Officers

have
with the grounded character of RiI¥AK®) ., I strongly
recaomme for retention as an Officer of Marines; to

do othse 88, WO @ & loss to our Corps and ita Marines. If

you have any guestions oY wish to discusSs anythi please
contact ne et RGN -~ GG R

sinceraly,
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, , 18 Feb 2004

From: United States Marine Corps

To: Board of Inquirxy, c/o Uxur.ed
States Navy -

1. I am writing this character referconce letter for

United States MNarine Corps.
contacted me via e-mail regarding this Board of Inguiry
and his fitneas to stay in the Marine Corps Rescrves.

and I served together at IS

Okinawa, Japan (approximatel . . I was his
ﬁﬁini Commander and then was Platoon Commander,

latoon.

3. provided the necessary leaderslup and trained
his Marines to wmmeet the goals oo hig platoocn,
Company and Dbattalion‘s migsion. worked
diligently despite an undermanned platoon; he prepared his
Marines for deployments in - support of the battalion and IIl
Marine Expeditionary Force. He displayed an unswerving devotion

always looked out for their wclfare. In fact,
W positive influential leadership contributed to
my Company’s low misconduct incidents, and overall thc lowest
misconduct incidents in the battaliom.

Wl (0)(7)(C) and I also deployed to m
{NFsiA. As the Decachment Commander, I perso y obaerve

) HC) in his performance of duties as a systems
control watch officer. As a watch officer he was responsible for
the installation, maintenance and uninterrupted operation of the
commmications network my detachment was tasked with providing.

Msuccesafully executed his duties and contributed
to the overall success and mission accomplishment. .

5. During a Company field cxercise that occurred over a S5-day
period, I observed once again performance in
support of my Compeny’s training Jjectives. ficeld exercise
consisted of live firing to include the grepnade range, NBC
W navigation, patrelling and foxce wmarches.

displayed his leadership abilities by adapting
‘to & dynamic and ever-changing cnvironment. He remained focused

and provided guidance and direction to his Marines. Without. a
doubt his presence in the field contribuced to a successful
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training event that concluded without any safety miﬁha.ps and
without any lost of gear and eguipment.

6. I can only speak of his cha for further
cur tour at attalion.

conducted himself in the utmeost professional

manner and performed his dutics consistént with what 1s oxpected
of a maval officcr. At mo time did I witness any incident or was
made aware of that would cause me to doubt his abilities to lead
as an officer. EREGLE lived our Corps wvalues; honor

mand commitment. In summary, I would serve with

again and recommend rctention.

Wfﬂ melwmm atm
| ' (b)(7)(C)
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13 March 2004

reon: [T
Dental Corpa, United States Navy .

To: Boarxrd of Inquiry

subs: staravayr 1co RME
I have known mﬂm FPebruary' s
o gt b while he was setiﬁ hils assignment at

(OH7HC) and I as
(DIU7NEC) poth at Camp Hansen, nawa,

Japan. During this six-year pPeriod, we have had meaningful
contacts in professional, socclal and personal environments.

the time that I have known him, I have never witnassed
Mconduet himsglf in any manner that placed his
integrity into question. Mis an sxcellent and
dedicated Marine Corps officer who always exhibited
sound judgment and conducted himself professicnally. I
beliavée that he will continue to be an amsast to the
T sarvice, I am writing this letter in aupport of

W‘uenﬂoxz in the Unitad scates Marine Coxrps

Resazves.

contact information:

b)(7)(C)
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UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

7
| | 5837
, iS Mar 04
2 (0)(7)(C) EOGEREN )/ 0602/0503 USMCR o

Tos Board of Inquiry

Subj: LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION, cASE oF J(Nesl(®l |
[ (0)(7)(C) | -

2. I am writing to request that Klivai(e} be ret.ained'
in the Marine Corps based on a history of good conduct.

for six years and I have

2. 1 hav.’ ool (0)(7)(C)
i of different situations. wWe

worked with him in a varie

(b)(T,‘:q‘C}ﬁ Subsequently we worked togathex
directly and indirectly over the course of three yeaxs in

Okinawa. Duri my last year in Okinawa, I worked directly
. for as in
the of M e Carps Base er

3. Maubordinntc, I learned to respect his
decisions because decision-making process was measured and

ugbht cut. Por ingtance, as the head of the

he always ensursd that any team that went sut on a’

project had a mix of skill sets. I believe in his ability
to j ts based on the facts presented to .
him, always reviewed proposals and ideas with :
absolute thoroughness before making a decision. His . ]
_measured, circumspect manne . .
the success of our sectionKdIVsl(e}

(b)(7)(C) B

4. As’s peer, I‘vae also smw Iean
convinced that I would try to ate his decision-making
process. He is, and always has been, an officer who engages
in his career in the military at a level of which many are -
not willing or not capable. He makas an effort to
undergtand his mission clearly and to recognize how his
actions can drive the success or failure of the mission.
¥ore than that, however, he is incredibly intellectually

engaged in the history of our profession of azwms. This e

>
DAt 0 24 wiel: s
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produces an awareness of his own perscnal context and that
of the Marines he is charged with lsading that allows him
to make decisions based on a very broad knowledge both
experiential and historical.

5. Ovexr the past 10 years as an enlisted Marine, as an
officer and as a consultant to ths tment of Defense, I
have seen few officers of caliber. I am :

certain that retaining him in the service does credit to
the Marine Corps, the Naval Service and the profession of

arms as a whole.
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