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Subj+ SHOW CAUSE pECISION IN TEE CASE OF

(D){6) JSMCR

Background: 1In Jun 03, SNO was deployed to Al Kut, Iraq, as a

CAAT Platoon Commander in support of OIF I. At that time, SNO’s
company was responsible for the security of two large Ammunition
Supply Points (ASPs) containing a variety of Iraqgi and,
periodically, U.S. ammunition. Iraqi civilians frequently
intruded into the ASPs for the purpose of gathering empty
canisters and live ammunition. The standard operating procedure
for treatment of repeat Iragi trespassers was to take them to
the local Iraqi police station. According to SNO, such action
had been ineffective in the past as the trespassers were
typically released shortly after they were brought in and
proceeded immediately back to the site of their offense.

First Incident: On 23 Jun 03, SNO was informed byMarines
that they had apprehended four Iraqi men trespassing in the ASP.
Three of the detainees had been apprehended several times
earlier that day while trespassing upon the same ASP. SNO
ordered that the detainees be stripped down to underclothes and
shoes, escorted from the company position and released. The
detainees reportedly boarded buses and a taxicab and departed
the area. No further instances involving those individuals were
reported.

Second Incident: On 28 Jun 03, while SNO and rines were
manning a vehicle checkpoint, a large, multi-trailered truck
sped up to run through the checkpoint. The Marines opened fire
on the engine and tires of the truck and it stopped in a nearby
ditch. BSNO called for medical support for the injured driver
and passenger. ‘The vehicle was searched for possible
intelligence and intelligence support was requested.

While searching the vehicle, the Marines uncovered clothing and
seat cushions described as filthy and covered with unidentified
stains. When it appeared that no intelligence could be gathered
from these articles, SNO ordered them burned. SNO explained

that this precautionary measure was intended to prevent the
spread of fleas, lice, fruit flies and the disease
leishmaniasis, an ailment becoming more common among the

military in Southwest Asia. SNO also contended that such
articles were commonly used by insurgents to conceal explosives
on the sides of roads in other parts of Irag. All other
confiscated articles were turned into military intelligence.

DOD JUNE 1180



subjs smow caves peczzzon v zx case or NN

(b)(6) USMCR

Disciplinary Action (Tab C): NJP held on 1 Aug 03.

Charges:
Plea Finding Appeal/Status
Art. 103 Guilty Guilty Not appealed

(failing to report
and turn over
captured property)

Art. 133 Not Guilty Guilty Not appealed
(conduct unbecoming)

Punishment: Forfeiture of $2,034.00 pay per month for 1 month
and a Letter of Censure.

Resignation Request: On 6 Aug 03, SNO submitted an unqualified
resignation request in lieu of further administrative separation
processing. On 10 Aug 03, CG, 1lst MarDi ommended that SNO'’s

resignation request be approved and that e separated with an
Honorable characterization of service. On 30 Aug 03, CG, I MEF

ommended that SNO’'s resignation request be approved and that
be separated with an Honorable characterization of service.
On 8 Oct 03, SNO was demobilized and transferred back to the
SMCR. On 9 Oct 03, your predecessor recommended that SNO’s
resignation be approved and e separated with an Honorable
characterization of service. On 6 Nov 03, ASN (M&

disapproved SNO’s resignation request and directedho show
cause for retention at a BOI.

BOI: COMMARFORRES convened a BOI on 6 Apr 04. The Board
substantiated the allegations of misconduct and recommended that
SNO be separated with an Honorable characterization of service.
However, one member submitted a minority report, substantiating
the misconduct, but recommending that SNO be retained.

Chain of Command Recommendation:

» COMMARFORRES recommends that b)(5)
(b)}(5)

Options: &

(D)(5)
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(b)6) JSMCR

SJA to CMC Commant: {48
(b){5)

SJA to CMC Recommendation: That you approve the recommendations
of the Board and separate SNO with an Honorable characterization
of service. If you agree, please sign the correspondence at

Tab B.

Dir MM Recommendation:

Separate with Hon j

Close case
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