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Serbia

war-Crime Suspects Key To Serbia’s Future
source: Financial Times, 28 Oct 07

The European Union and Serbia are approaching a moment ot truth as EU leaders weigh
up whether Belgrade’s co-operation in tracking down alleged war criminals 1s encugh
to justify putting Serbia on the road to EU membership.

| carla del Ponte, chief prosecutor at the United Nations war crimes
tribunal for the former yugoslavia, discussed the matter with 0l11 Rehn, the EU’s
enlargement commissioner, on her return from a two-day trip to Serbia last week, The
pair will hold more discussions at the end of the week before a final decision 15
taken. EU governments have mixed views about how much Serbia’s Erugrezs towards
membership should depend on handing over war-crimes suspects., The central problem
concerns Ratko Mladic, the former Bosnian Serb military commander and alleged
organiser of the 1995 Srebrenica massacre. Ms del Ponte said Belgrade’s co-operation
was improving but could not be deemed sufficient without Mr Mladic’s arrest.
However, some EU officials want to initial a “stabilisation and association _
a?reement” with Serbia - the first step towards EU membership - 1T Belgrade is doing
all it can to find Mr Mladic and three other fugitives. Boris Tadic, Serbia's pro-EU
president, said he hoped Ms del Ponte would "prepare a positive report regarding our
co-operation . . . even though we are facing some difficulties to find Ratko Mladic
and other fugitives.” |

Serbian officials this month offered a €1lm ($695,000, £487,000) reward
for information leading to Mr Mladic’s arrest, and rewards of €250,000 for two
cthers. Radovan Karadzic, the former Bosnian Serb political leader, would also be
worth €1lm, but he does not hold Serbian citizenship, officials said. Western
intelligence agencies are uncertain where Mr Karadzic 1s hiding, but suspect Mr
Mladic 1s in Serbia, according to diplomats in Brussels. Besides opening the door to
the €U, Mr Mladic’'s arrest would, in Serbia’s view, boost 1ts goal of retaining
sovereignty over the breakaway province of Kosovo. Ms del Ponte has said political
pressure, especially from the EU, 15 the only way ex-Yugoslav suspects have ever
come to trial 1n The Hague. Serbia has delivered nearly 40 war cCrimes suspects to
the tribunal since 2000. However, co-operation with the tribunal was "not fully
satisfactory”’ before Serbia’s current government was formed four months ago, Mr
Tadic said. The president has insisted on intelligence oversight as a condition for
hi1s Social Democrats working in coalition under tﬁe nationalist-leaning prime
minister, vojislav Kostunica. until then, Mr Kostunica had periodically questioned
the tfairness of the Hague tribunal for -Serb suspects. “The first report I get every
morning is on full co-operation with the tribunal,” he said.

somalia
Heavy Fighting Shakes Somalia
Ssource: NewsZl4, 27 oct 07

Insurgents and government-allied forces battled with machine guns, mortars and
rocket-propelled grenades on Saturday in the heaviest fighting to hit Somalia's
capital for months, leaving at jeast seven people dead and dozens others wounded,
witnesses and health officials said.
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- Islamic fighters briefly occupied a police station in south Mogadishu,
before heading back out of the area, chanting "God 15 great’, witnesses said.
witnesses sald at least seven people including a woman had died in the heavy
fighting, which saw insurgents and government troops and allied Ethiopian forces
trading heav¥ machine-gun fire and mortar rounds. Insurgents could be seen firing
rocket-propelled grenades. |

At least 35 people were under treatment at Megadishu's Medina Hospital
from injuries suffered during the fighting, including some who were serijously
wounded, said Tahir Mohammed Mahmoud, an administrative assistant. He said it was
the worst fighting, and heaviest day for hospital admissions, for at least four
months 1n the war-scarred city. Another witness to the fighting, Hassan Husseln,
sald he saw two dead Ethiopian troops. Ethiopian officials were not immediately
available for confirmation. On the political front, Prime Minister Ali1 Mohamed Ged1
was 1n. the Ethyopian capital, aAddis Ababa, for consultations. He has been locked 1n
a power struggle for months with President abdullahi Yusuf, who wants to push
through a no-confidence vote this week and form a new government - presumably
without Gedi. On Friday, Gedi toid local media that he was not planning to resign,

contrary to widespread speculation.

Twenty-two ministers and deputy ministers have threatened to resign
unless the no-confidence vote is held, exposing deep rifts in the administration.
Mogadishu has been plagued by fighting since government troops and their Ethiopian
alti1es chased ocut the Eﬂunc1¥ of Islamic Courts in December. For six months, the
Istamic group controlled much of southern Somalia, and remnants have vowed to fight
an Iraq-style insurgency. Thousands of civilians have been killed in the fighting
this year. Somalia nas not had a functioning governments since 1991, when rival
warlords overthrew dictator Mohamed Siad Barre and then turned on each other. Some
1.5 million Somalis are now in need of food aid and protection - or 50% more that at
the start of the year - due to inadequate rains, continuing internal displacement
and a potential cﬁn1era epidemic, the UN says. .

Spain
Spain To Extradite Syria Arms Dealer Suspect To US
Source: Reuters, 26 Oct 07

Spain’'s High Court on Friday agreed to a U.S. request to extradite a suspected
Syrian weapons dealer accused of planning to supply arms to a Colombian rebel group.

- _Monzer al-Kassar was arrested in Madrid in June on charges of conspiring
to sell millions of dollars worth of weapons to the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Cotombia (FARC). U.S5. authorities accuse Kassar of agreeing to provide arms to the
FARC to protect a cocaine-trafficking business and attack U.S. interests in the
south American cuuntr¥. A 1nn?~t1me Spanish resident known as the "Prince of
Marbella” for his outlandish lifestyle, Kassar has sold weapons to the Palestine
L.1heration Front, Nicaragua, Bosnia, Croatia, Iran, Iragq and Somalia since the
1970s, the U.S. Embassy 1n Madrid said. In 1995, Kassar was acquitted by Spain's
h1igh court of a charge of ?iracy h connection with the 1885 hijacking ot the
Italian cruise liner Achille Lauro by Palestinian guerrillas.

syria
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Syria Alr Strike Target 'Removed’

source: BBC, 26 Oct 07

Newly-released satellite 1mages of the presumed site of an Israeli air raid on Syria
Tast month suggest that a large building has been completely removed.

US research group, the Institute for Science and International Security,
obtained and analysed the images. The industrial-style building may have been a
nuclear reactor under construction, says the ISIS. A BBC correspondent says the
images are not conclusive. Nor is 1t certain that they show the site hit Ey Israelr
Jjets. The Israeli strike has been shrouded in mystery and speculation. Originally
Israel did not even admit that the b6 September raid Kad'heen carried out, and tts
military censor ordered a complete blackout on tnformation. But Syria saidg Israein
warplanes violated 1ts airspace 1n what 1t cailed a "hostile act”, and Israel
eventual ly acknowledged the mission some four weeks later. Intelligence sources
hinted at a possible 1ink with North Korea's nuclear programme. |

'Resemblance’

On Wednesday the Institute Tor Science and International Security (ISIS), an
independent organisation, released satellite images pre~dat1nﬂ the attack, of a
facility in northern Syria that 1t believes was the target. They showed both a large

industrial building and abqumping station near the Euphrates river. The ISIS said

the building bore a resemblance to the Yongbyon nuclear facility 1n North Korea.
"The length of the outer walls of the structures are approximately the same,” the
institute said in 1ts analysis. "From the image, the Syrian buitding 1s similar 1n
shape to the North Korean reactor building, but the Syrian building 1is not far
encugh along 1n 1ts construction to make a definitive comparison,” 1t said. The ISIS
has now produced a more recent 1mage of the same site taken on 24 October, more than
six weeks after the alleged air attack. The image apqearﬂ to show that the building
C

has been completely removed and the ground scraped clean.

'"Provocative’

Syria has consistently denied any plans to build a nuclear reactor, and its
ambassador to the UN rejected the ISIS's analysis, saying the building was "only a
centre for research for the desert areas, arid and desert areas 1n Syria”. "The main
point 1s that is that the Israeli fighter jet violated the airspace of a member
state of the united Nations. This is the only fact that we should focus on," Bashar
Jaatari said. "The Israelis have undertaken a provocative action and they should
assume the consequences.' North Korea has adamantly denied that 1t was involved 1n
he]qing syria build any kind of nuclear facility. The images, says the BBC's
diplomatic correspondent Jonathan Marcus, are far from conclusive. But they suggest
that, for whatever reason, the Syrian authorities have gone to great lengths to
remove any trace of the building apparently targeted 1n the strike, our
correspondent adds.

The ISIS argues that "dismantling and removing the building at such a
rapid pace dramatically complicates any inspection of the facilities and suggests
that Syria maK be trying to hide what was there”. The report also raises the
question of whether Syria might be in breach of its safeguards agreement with the
International Atomic Energy Agency, our correspondent says. Under that, it would
have an obligation to notify the UN's nuclear watchdog of any plans to construct a
new nuclear facility. While about the Israeli air strike on Syria 1s a mystery, 1t
15 believed that 1n the early hours of 6 September a number of Israeilil jets appeared
to enter Syrian airspace from the Mediterranean Sea. Later, unidentified drop tanks,
which may have contained fuel from the planes, were found on Turkish soi1l near the
Syrian border, indicating a possible exit route. Witnesses said the Israeli jets had
been engaged by Syrian air defences in Tall al-Abyad, north of Ragga and near the
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border with Turkey. -

Turkey
Turkish Troops 'Kill PKK Rebels'
" Source: BBC, 28 0Oct (7

Turkish troops have killed 15 suspected Kurdish rebels 1in the east of the country,
reports say. | -

| Military sources and Turkish Tv reports said operations were taking
place near the town of Pulumur, in the eastern province of Tuncel1.

The area 15 thought to be a stronghold of separatists from the Kurdistan workers’

Party (PKK). Turkey has stepped up moves against the PKK recently after strikes from
across the bhorder with Iraqg. The government in Ankara has warned 1t will not

tolerate continued raids by PKK fighters based in northern Iraq, and has massed
troops near the border 1n preparation for a possible ground invasion.,

sunday's raid happened a considerable distance from the border
flashpoints. Tunceli 1s some 550km (340 miles) north-east of the province of Sirnak
and 650km (400 miles) north-east of Hakkari, where most of the recent fighting has
taken place. The government-run Anatolia news agency said fighting began on Sunday
morning, witt Turkish troops backed by helicopter gunships. One report sald some
8,000 troops were involved. Security forces also shut down a ma?ur highway leading
to the town of Pulumur, Anatolia reported. There was no official confirmation of

casualty figures, but two private TV stations said 15 PKK rebels were killed. The
latest raid came a day after Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayylp Erdogan criticised

European Union nations for not doing enough to rein in the guerrillas...

Kurdish PKK Mi1itants Focused On Own Survival
Source: Reuters, 26 Ooct 07

Hﬂ1Ed_U? in the mountains of northern Iraq, Kurdistan workers' Party (PKK)
uerrillas have grabbed world. attention as rarely before as Turkey mulls whether to
aunch a cross-border incursion against their bases.

But recent attacks on Turkish soldiers look above all like a sign of
desperation as a depleted PKK show no sign of being able to force their aims onto
‘the political agenda, analysts say. Their goals, derived from a Marxist-Leninist
ideology, have anyway become blurred since they took up arms in 1984 with the aim of
establishing an independent Kurdish state in southeast Turkey. More than 30,000
people have died 1n the conflict. "Their own survival 15 more 1mportant to them now

than the 1issue of Kurdish riﬁhts or autonomy,  said Gareth Jenkins, an
Istanbul-based expert on Turkish security issues. "what they are fighting for is
political legitimacy for themselves -- to get Turkey to negotiate with them so they
can become a political plaver." He said the PKK 5ti¥1 saw Abdullah Ocalan, their
leader captured in 1999, as a potential interlocutor with the state.

after his capture, Ocalan called for a peaceful resolution and the
rebels announced a ceasefire. This was ignored by Turkey, which 1ike the United
States and the European union condemns the PKK as a terrorist group. Many of the
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group’'s statements have since shifted their focus more to demanding greater

political and cultural rights for Turkey's 12-15 million Kurds. wWhile there 1s still
wide sympathy for the PKK in the southeast, some of the steam may have gone out of

Kurds' complaints that their interests and culture are suppressed. In recent years,
Turkey has begun to allow i1imited Kurdish television broadcasts, and Kurdish lessons

in private classes. and in last July's parliamentary election, the ruling AKP made
strong gains in the region at the expense of the main Kurdish party.

"Stirring Tensions

At the same time, the PKK's attacks have continued and recently intensified, to try
to draw attention to their cause. "Ih order to do this they must create an
atmosphere 1n which there are clashes. They want to stir up tensions between Turks
and Kurds by prﬂvnkin? Turks. But I don't think this game will work," said Sad
Cavci, international law consultant at the Eurasian Strategic Studies Centre 1in
Ankara. Cayci said the militants' ultimate aim of creating a Kurdish state remained,
and had been reinforced by the growing autonomy of the Kurdish administration 1n
northern Iragq.

The PKK's camps 1n northern Iraa are now at the heart of their
activities, and their armaments are believed to come from poorly controlled Iragn
milttary stocks. The PKK are still capable of raising money through fund-raising
events and protection rackets within Turkey, and through tﬁe Kurdish diaspora in
Europe, to tuel their insurgency, and this month have mounted two large-scale
attacks in which 25 Turkish soldiers have been killed. But their numbers are
estimated to be down sharply from a decade ago, to about 3,000 In Iraq and

1,000-2,000 1n Turkey.

This explains why more than half the PKK attacks 1n the last two years

have been bomb attacks, the Turkish military says. A military official 1n southeast
Turkey said he did not see the PKK returning wholesale to more direct -
confrontations, which involve high rebel casualties. "Strategically they are tocused

on attacks that incur the fewest losses, Hence, they are resorting to _
remote-controlled -bombs and hit-and-run attacks," the official said. Meanwhile,

pubtic opposition across Turkey in general to talks with the PKK or Kurdish autonomy
is as strong as _ever. Ocalan, unable to control the rebels on a tactical level but
st1i] a powertul influence 1n terms of their strategy, has not commented on the

latest violence. H1s lawyers were last able to visit him a month ago, when they
1ssued a statement 1n which Ocalan stuck to familiar themes of. Marxism, democracy

and plots against him.

Turkey Calls For Ifaq To Hand Over All PKK Rehels
source: Reuters, 26 Ooct 07

Turkey wants Iraq to hand over all members of the separatist Kurdistan workers Party
(PKK) based 1n northern Iraq, Deputy Prime Minister Cemtl Cicek said on Friday.

Cicek, speaking in a televised tinterview as Iraqi and U.5. officials met
Turkish officials 1n Ankara in a bid to stop Turkey launching an incursion into
northern Iraq to tackle the militants, also said Turkish air forces had hit targets
1n northern Iraq but there had been no full Tand incursion. "Everyone (PKK members
1n northern Iraqg) there 1s guilty. They are criminals at least for being a member of
a terrorist organisation," Cicek said. "we want all of them to be handed over,” he
said, adding that Ankara had given Iraq a list of PKK militants. The central
government 1n Iraq has little clout in the mainly Kurdish autonomous north of Iragq,
gnd tEE interior chief of the autonomous region was blocked from attending the talks

v Ankara.
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village Guards Arrested in Turkey's Southeast for "Aiding PKK'
source: CNN TURK Onliine www-Text 1n Turkish 1613 GMT 26 Oct 0O/

Six ﬁruvisiuna1 village guards have been arrested in the Cukurca district of Hakkari

on charges of aiding and sheltering the terrorist organization. Acting on a tip,
squads trom the local ?endarmer1e command obtained information that some provisional

viilage guards were helping and sheltering the terrorist organization PKK.

Security forces began to monitor the six village guards, and their phones were
placed under surveillance.

After it was determined that the said guards were leaking Iinformation to terrorists
in phone conversations with PKK members, sguads affiliated with the Cukurca District

Gendarmerie Command raided the homes of the guards in the district center and
surrounding villages. |

The six provisional village guards detained in the course of these raids were taken
to court after they were 1nterrogated at the gendarmerie command. The s$1x men

underwent a health check and were sent to the Hakkari Closed Prison after the court
ordered them arrested on charges of "aiding and sheltering the terrorist

organization.’
Mine Injures One Person 1n Si1irt

The office of the chief of the General staff reported that one citizen was injured
by a mine explosion 1n Siirt and that there were no casualties in the brief

f1gef1ght5 that occurred between terrorists and security forces in Bitlis, Bingol,
ancd sSiirt. |

According to the counterterrorism bulletin that appeared on the website of the
Ooffice of the Chief of the General Staff, one citizen was 1nhjured yesterday when an
explosive device of unknown type and origin went off in a mountainous area of the
Pervari district of siirt.

Security forces encountered groups of terrorists in the mountainous countryside of
Bitlis yesterday, the Karliova district of Bingol two days ago, and the Eruh

district of S11rt on 23 October 1n the course of search and sweep operations.

Brief firefights ensued when the terrorists fired in response to orders to
"surrender"” by the security forces. There were no casualties in these incidents.

Explosive Device Found

An explosive device, crafted out of three kilograms of plastic explosive, was was
found to have been E1anted by terrorists near the 2-kilometer marker of the

Dargecit-Mardin highway vesterday. The device was subsequently destroyed.
Eleven Detained in Sirnak

Eleven persons were detained 1n the Silopi district of Sirnak on charges of being
members of the terrorist organization PKK.

ActiU? on an intelligence tip, counterterrorism squads of the Security Directorate
of S1lop1 raided a tea garden in the center of the district. In the course of this
raid, 11 persons, two of them women, were detained and taken to the Security
Directorate of Silopi on charges of being members of the PKK.

PKK Changes Battlefield Tactics to Force Turkey into Negotiations
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<http://www.jamestown.org/news_details.php?news_1d=282##>

source: Gareth Jenkins, Jamestown Foundation from Terrorism Focus
<http://]Jamestown.org/terrorism/> , October 24

Recent attacks hg the Kurdistan workers' Party (PKK) suggest that the organization
15 adnEting new battlefield tactics 1n order to increase the psychological pressure
on Turkey 1n the hope of forcing the Turkish authorities to enter into peace
negotiations. Since it resumed 1ts armed struggle in June 2004, the PKK has heen
pursuing a two-front strategy: an urban bombing campaign in western Turkey and a
rurat insurgency in the mountainous southeast of the country. During 1ts first armed

campaign, which lasted from 1984 to 1999, the PKK initially sought to control large
swathes of territory in southeast Turkey, particularly at night., During the early

1990s, it also staged several large-scale attacks on military outposts. However, the
practice was abandoned after the Turkish military began to inflict heavy casualties
through the use of Cobra attack helicopters in hot pursuit operations. Gradualtly,

thruu?h a combination of a scorched earth Bﬂ]icy, aggreasive search-and-destroy
patrols and the development of a cadre of battle-hardened NCOs, the Turkish security

forces gained the initiative. Eﬁ the time that the PKK announced it was abandoning
the armed struggle in 1999, it had already effectively been defeated on the
battlefield, while political pressure had forced Syria, its main state sponsor, to
withdraw 1ts support.

The decision to return to violence 1n June 2004 was taken despite the uEpnsitinn of
many PKK field commanders, who argued that the organization was too weak militarily,
1acKEd a state sponsor and had un?y around 4,000 militants under arms, which was

down from a peak of around 8,000 in the early 1990s. when it resumed 1ts 1n5urgeqc¥,
the PKK tacitly acknowledged its relative weakness through its choice of battlefield

tactics. It reduced the average size of its active field units to around si1x to
eight militants, compared to 15-20 in the 1990s, and avoided direct confrontations
with the Turkish military, Although it staged small ambushes, it concentrated
primarily on the use of mines, smipers and long-range strafting of military outposts,
after which 1ts units rapidly withdrew hefore the Turkish military could call up
land reinforcements and air support.

The first sign of a change came in the October 7 ambush of a Turkish commando unit
in the Gabar mountains in which 13 Turkish soldiers were killed (Eurasia Daily
Monitor, October 10). Not only was it the highest Turkish death toll in more than a

decade, but the ambush appears to have been laid by 45-50 PKK militants, the largest
concentration of PKK forces in a single attack since the resumption of the armed
campaign 1n June 2004,

At 12:20 AM on October 21, an estimated 150-200 militants attacked a 50-strong
infantry battalion in a military outpost close to the village of Daglica,
approximately five kitometers from Turkey's border with Iraq. The attack appears to
have been planned well in advance (Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 22). Loca
villagers reported that first electricity and telephone lines were cut and then the
only Eridge to the outpost was blown up (Dogan Haber Ajansi, October 23). A total of
12° soldiers were killed and 17 wounded. One of the wounded later told Sabah daily
newspaper that they were able to see the PKK militants taking up positions through
night-vision binoculars and thermal imaging devices, while listening to their
wireless communications. when the PKK attacked, they overran the outpost before
reinforcements could arrive (Sabah, October 23). They then withdrew under fire into
northern Irag, taking with them eight Turkish soldiers as prisoners. On October 23,
the EHK 5§;E35Ed photographs of the soldiers in captivity (Firat News Agency,
October .

The PKK's decision to incur the operational burden of escorting the prisoners

through difficult mountain terrain while under fire appears to i1ndicate that 1t was

part of a preconceived plan. It was the first time that the organization had seized

a group of Er1suner5 since the mid-1990s, and at the time they subsequently

EH€1ﬂ1tEd them for propaganda purposes. It was only after a Turkish parliamentary

delegation ted by members of the Islamist welfare Party (RP) traveled to northern
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Iragq to negotiate with the PKK that the prisoners were finally released. Members of
the pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP), which is widely believed to be
linked to the PKK, have already offered to negotiate the release of the eight
soldiers seilzed on QOctober 21 (NTV, CNNTurk, October 22).

The Turkish military claimed to have killed 32 PKK militants in hot pursuit
operations following the attack on Daglica (NTV, CNNTurk, October 21). The claim,
however, has been denied by the PKK and the Turkish authorities have yet to produce
any corpses of slain PKK militants (vatan, October 23). Nevertheless, given their
experience 1n the 1990s, the PKK high command would have known that the attack of
October 21 carried the risk of high casualties. It appears that they calculated that
the cost would be more than offset by the ﬁru aganda benefits and the psychological
impact on the Turkish public not only of the ﬁigh death toll but also of the capture
of the eight soldiers. The Turkish media has already begun publishing photographs of
the prisoners’ traumatized relatives (Sabah, NTVv, October 23).

The seizure of the eight soldiers also appears to be part of a wider strategy of
trying to force the Turkish authorities into negotiations. The staging of tge attack
on October 21, just days after the Turkish parliament approved a motion authorizing
the deployment of Turkish troops in a cross-border operation against the PKK's
presence 1n northern Irag, seems to have been designed to try to provoke Turkey to
threaten an incursion 1n the hopes that the international community would intervene
and argue that a permanent solution to PKK violence could only come through the
opening of negotiations (Eurasia Daily Monitor, October 22},

Gareth Jenkins 15 a writer and journalist based in Istanbul, who has written. on
Turkey for the past 20 years. -

----------------------------------------------------------------

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
--------------------------------------------------

(777).

(The Turkish information ministry reported the deaths of 15 Kurdish fighters on
sunday 1n the Southeastern province of Tundjeli. Turkey has deployed a 150,000 man
force to the border area with a mandate to cross into Iraq to conduct operations
against Kurdish fighters, thought to number approximately 3500.)

Uganda
Confusion Sets Into LRA Peace Process
Ssource: The Monitor, 28 oct 07
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After a difficult 16 months of going back and forth, the Juba peace process i1s now
faced with yet another storm.

Garamba, where the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) Tleadership is holed up,
1s dead silent and the news trickling out 1s deeply worrying: The two topmost rebel
commanders, Joseph Kony and his deputy, vincent Otti, have gisagreed and a major
split 15 fTeared. Otti1's fate remains a mystery. Kony's signaller, Labal Piny, 15 1n
possession of Otti's satellite phone set. "Everyday for almost a month now, I have
failed to talk to Otti. Kony 1is not takin? my calls, I wonder what 1s happening,
last night I went to Mega FM and personally asked Kony to quickly explain what 15
going on,"' Col. walter Ochora, Gulu's resident district commissioner said. Col.
Oochora has been an instrumental channel of communication between the rebels and the
government but now finds himself 1n a vacuum. Keny and Otti, both indictees of the
International Criminal Court for war crimes and crimes agaitnst humanity, have led
the LRA during the best and worst of times for the shadowy organisation. It 1s now
difficult to say what their requrted disagreement will mean for the peace process,
especially since up to 33 rebels are said to have died in a reported gun battle on
October 10 that pitted Kony loyalists against Otti's people. IT true, this 18
unprecedented even 1n the rebe{‘s long history of dishing out harsh treatment to its
members who fail or are suspected of 3151nya1ty. So, attempts by the LRA's
delegation to the peace talks to either downplay or vehemently deny that there 1s
anything wrong within the rebel ranks only serves to further complicate the already
unclear picture. No substantive or verifiable information as to what may have
5?arked the disagreement 15 currently available. Only rumours; first about an
alleged dispute over how to sEend the %600,000 ostensibly provided for consultations
bﬁ the donor community, and then over claims that a power struggle was afoot between
the top two rebel leaders. |

"Kony was 1ncreasingly accusing ottl of doing things behind his back
which he considered betrayal,’ a security source told Sunday Monitor. Ottil had also
reportedly sanctioned recruitment of 128 former rebels of the Uganda National Rescue
Front (UNRF II) "to boost their numbers. should things go wrong [with the peace
talks].” It 15 not clear 1 Kony was aware of this. The UNRF II largely operated 1n
west Ni1le region before 1t signed a peace agreement with the government 1n December
2002. Its leader, Maj. Gen. Al1 Bamuze, 1is currently living in Kampala. The

urported recruitment by a former senior member of the UNRF II in mid August,
owever, repﬂrted1¥ went bad with many of those said to have been recruited
deserting upon realising that they had been duped. The men had reportedly been told

that they were being hired to go and work on a huge bricklaying project.

Adding to the confusion was the strange decision by Sudanese People’s
Defence Forces (SPLA) troops to detain members of the LRA's negotiating team for
almost one hour when they travelled to Maridi last Ssaturday {(October 20). Mr Martin
Ojul and Mr yvYusuf Okwonga Adek were held as they travelled to Maridi on their way to
Kony's base. "when our negottators landed at Maridi and got 1nto a convoy to Maridi
Hotel they were quickly arrested by SPLA. we still wonder why and we are demanding
an explanation,” said LRA spokesman Godfrey Ayoo during an interview with Sunday
Monitor during the week. Maridi 1s a small town near the border between south Sudan
and the DR Congo through which the Garamba National Park, where the LRA are based,
can be accessed. The search for answers continues aftter Kony snubbed the UN envoy
for northern uganda, Joacqim Chissano, who he was scheduled to meet on Octoher 22.

A week to this appointment Mr Chissano lost contact with Kony. Desperate
that the lack of contact was atfecting the peace process, Mr Chissano decided to try
to meet Kony face to face but he was only able to get as far as Maridi where he met
the LRA negotiators, themselves stranded after they failed to meet their leader. Mmr
Chissano who flew hack to Kampala on the same da¥, Tater told donors that he had
been told that Otti was 111 with cholera and could not travel for the meeting. The
LRA also promised Mr Chissano that they would come to Uganda by this weekend for
consuttations. This has not happened either. Though there 1is speculation over the
future of the peace process, Dr Ruhakana Rugunda, the government's chief negotiator
and minister for Internal Affairs, is confident that the process 1s still on course.
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"In peace talks we have hitches and corners but we are in touch with the LRA and the

peace talks are still on course,” Dr Rugunda said on Friday. Meanwhile, the issue of
money is becoming a sticking point. The government delegation has expressed concern

g?er what they perceive as indirect funding of the LRA through "exorbitant per
1ems. |

Sunday Monitor obtained information, which we could not independently
verify though, that there is an unwritten rule that every LRA delegate in Juba must
hand over %50 of $120 they receive as allowances everyday to the LRA leadership.
There are 15 LRA delegates participating in the Juba negotiations; 13 negntiatnrﬁ
and two members who constitute the rebels' membership on the Cessation o .

- Hostilities Team. If this allegation is true then the LRA leadership 1n Garamba
would be receiving $750 (Sshsl.3 million) daily and that translates to 35,250 (Shs9
million) in one week. "we have information that this 1s happening and we ask
ourselves who is now bankrolling LRA? The donors?” said one government negotiator,
who declined to be named in the 1interests of harmony. The government, according to
our sources, has expressed this concern to the donor group, Partners for Development
and Governance. The group includes European Union countries, the US, Norway and
Canada that are contributing to the Juba Initiative Fund managed by the UN's Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance.

France, the European union chair, which had earlier expressed concern
over LRA's direct handling of large sums of money declined to comment on this
development. But the LRA rubbished the claim saying its delegates are free to use

their per diems as they wish. "what is it that the Uganda government 15 wurrying
about when [they] are stealing millions of dollars from impoverished tax payers?”
asked Godfrey Ayoo, LRA's spokesman, in a telephone interview from the Kenyan
capital, Nairobi. "No one is going to tell us how to run our affairs,” he added. The
peace talks are open-ended with no time tahle, a fact that 1s increasingl
unsettling the government that has now resorted to applying Eressure on the

T

Congolese authorities to take action against LRA. But with the uncertainty of what
is going inside the Garamba, especially in respect of Otti's fate, and no actual
movement by Kinshasa on the rebels despite having made several commitments to do so,

a sense of helplessness 1s beginning to set 1in.

Ex-LRA Chief Held Over Robbery

[One answer to the question, “How do terrorists end?”. Le?itimate occupations like
farming lack luster after the thrill of being a terrorist.

source: Dally Monitor, 26 oct 07

A tormer director of operations for the Lords Resistance Army and 10 others were on
wednesday arrested over allegations of armed robbery.

Onen Kamudulu, who surrendered to the government forces 1n 2004, was
arrested with a pistol from his hideout 1n Maruzi Tarm I1n Apac District. Police
detectives said that Kamudulu and his accomplices, who were armed with pistols and
AK-47 riffles, came from Gulu and staged an ambush on Masindi Port Road and robbed
cash, mobile phones and other personal belongings from local traders. "Police
searched the farm and arrested the suspects with 180 rounds of ammunition, a pistol
and four motorcycles which they have been using in the robberies,” Police Spokesman
Asan Kasingye said yesterday. The waylaid market vendors were returning by taxi from
Bweyvale Trading Center 1n Masindi District.

Mr Kasingye identified the other suspects as Joseph Okot, Thomas Opio,
George Oola, Denis Okot and Richard Olova, all residents of Gulu District. Police

operatives also apprehended Christopher Ochaya, Justine Odom, Bitek Okot and Agiba
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Anyingi. However, one of the suspects is reportediy at large atter fleeing from
security officers. By the time of his arrest, Kamudulu had enrolled inte an Adult

Literacy Education programme and was said to be in Form Five. Majl. Felix Kulayigve,
the Defence and Army spokesman, yesterday said the military had armed the
ex-insurgent boss over fTears that ftormer victims of LRA war would launch revenge
attacks on him., "we ?ave him a pistol for self protection but if he has used it for
robbery, the Taw will take its course and he will be punished,” Maj. Kulayigye said.
The 10 suspects have now been detained at Apac Police Station from where they will
be taken to court.

United States of America
Americans More Confident On war On Terror

source: Angus Reid Global Monitor, 28 oct 07

More people 1n the United States EK?FESS positive views on the global effort to
tight terrorism, according to a poll by Rasmussen Reports.

43 per cent of respondents believe the U.S. and 1ts allies are winning
the war on terror, up four poiInts since August. Converse] 30 per cent of
respondents th1nk the terrorists are winning the war, wh1¥e qer cent say neither
side 1s emerg1nﬁ victorious. Afghanistan has been the main batt eground in the war
on terrorism. The conflict began in October 2001, after the Taliban regime refused

to hand over Osama bin Laden, prime suspect in the 8/11 terrorist attacks 1n New
vyork and washington. Al-Qaeda operatives hijacked and crashed four airplanes on
Sept. 11, 2001, kiliing nearly 3 000 people. At least 702 soldiers—-including 447
Americans—have died in the war on terrorism, either 1n squnrt of the U.S. ?E
Operation Enduring Freedom or as part of the Internationa Securitty Assistance Force
(ISAF)} led by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In addition, 1,708 U.S.
mil1tary personnel have been wounded 1in action, accnrd1ng to data prnv1ded by the
Pentagon.

On Oct. 24, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) said the conflicts 1n
Iraq and Af?hanistan—as well as other war on terror-related activities-are becoming
unsustainable. The bipartisan group said such expenses have already amounted to more
than $600 billion U.S. since September 2001, and could u1t1mate1 reach the $2
trillion U.S mark. Peter Orszag, head of the CBO, declared.: Inn%ud1ng both past
funding and projected funding under these two: i1lustrative scenarios, total spending
for U.S. operations 1n Iraq, Afghanistan and the rest of the war on terrorism would
thus amount to between $1.2 trillion U.S. and $1.7 trillion U.S. through 2017. (...)
The way I wnu]d put 1t 1s that we are on an unsustainable fiscal path and something

has to give.
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(Michael mcConnell, Director of National Inte11igence, warned that Al Qaeda 71s

recrulting EuruEEans specifically to infiltrate into the United States to conduct
terrorist attacks. McConnell said that they are being recruited in Europe, trained
in Pakistan and will be attempting entry into the United States due to the extra

scrutiny U.S. security organs give to Arabs.)

From CIA Jaijls, Inmates Fade Into Obscurity

Source: Craig whitlock, washington Post Foreign Service,Saturday, October 27, 2007;
AQ1 -

On Sept. 6, 2006, President Bush
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/George+w. +Bush?tid=1nformline>
announced that the CIA
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/related/topic/Centrat+Intel li1gence+Agency?tid=1nt
ormline> 's overseas secret prisons had been temporarily emptied and 14 al-Qaeda
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/acZ2/related/topic/Al+Qaeda?tid=1nformline> leaders
taken to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba -
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/countries/cuba.html?nav=el> . But since
then, there has been no official accounting of what happened to about 30 other
"ghost prisoners" who spent extended time 1n the custody of the CIA,
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