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Q: Did your uncle have some position of responsibility with HIG?

A: No. He was only in contact with the Karzai government. Fifteen years ago he was
with HIG.

(: When we talk about this organization, it is HIG that we are talking about. there is no
other?

A: There’s another organization also under Rabbani or Sayyaf. 1 den’t remember all of
the names.

Q: As we understand it, it would be Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin, is that the correct name
for the organization?

A: There's only one person by this name. Afier I saw him in some pictures, we know
that fifleen years ago there were three groups led by Hekmatyar, Rabbani and Sayyaf.
Sometimes you heard on the radio which group belonged to whom.

Q: The original purpose of this group was Lo resist the Russian occupation of
Afghanistan?

A: Yes.
(: After the Russians left, what was the purpose of the group then?
A: When the Russians left, they fought each other.

Q: When they are speaking about vou being an operator of communications equipment,
do you know what they are talking about?

A: People can say anything and don’t have to have a reason. They robbed me, took my
money and took my bike; they have to find something to put on me for an excuse. If]
turn to the Americans, [ have 1o find something. The true thing is if anybody tumns in
anvbody, they have to find something. It is just nonsense.

Q: So you don’t have any special training or expertise with communications?
A: Never. 1barely read or write Pashtu or Farsi. [ never did have any training.
Q: Before you came to the camp, what was your occupation in Afghanistan?

A: I'had my own store; | was in the business of oil and petrol. I don’t know why they
did not find the evidence; they must not have looked. Still, my brother is running the
business. 1don’t know why they don’t find this place. My brother was also arrested with
me, but he was released, and sends me letters from the store address.
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A: No. I gave them the garden. When [ gave them the whole thing, they didn’t bother
me anymore,

Q: Do you have personal enemies that you befieve may have made these accusations
against you?

A: Tthink I had one because when [ helped the Americans, they didn’t like that. When
the Americans and I went to some houses of some people that work for the Karzai
government, they saw me and got me into trouble. The Taliban is my uncle’s enemy, and
they turned against one uncle and killed him. This is common sense. that when you want
revenge, give some money to someone, and the money wiil help get them into trouble.
Money will do anything you want,

Q: Did someone actually say that to you, that if vou gave them somz moneyv (to them)
that they wouldn’t give you to the Americans?

A: First of all, an enemy can make money on vou and sell vou. Another thing, if I have
money, then 1 can tum you over to Americans. Before that, ne asked me for dollars, and
he tock money from my store with the keys he took from me for the box; he also tock the
money because it wasn't with me and also tovk my bike. The whole thing was for
money. That was cnough to {ind some reason and put my name on the paper. How come
in the heart of the city, I'm working day and night undisturbed? Anywhere hiding could
be terrorists, but the government is always watching, They could be hiding anywhere.
My store and my house are close; 50 meters around me are military personnel ail the
time. Around me are government people always watching or guarding something.

Q: Besides the HIG, were you ever affiliated with any other group, or did you have a
position of responsibility with them?

A: For personal needs, I never did answer to HIG. Fifteen years ago 1 never did, and 1
never did again or with anybody. The only time I did was when Karzai came to power, |
did for three months, because | was happy, but they turned their hacks onus. [ was
hoping and wishing and looking forward to Americans to come here and betier our life
and better our country. 1 don’t know how 1 ended up in Cuba. A lot of people
everywhere out there lie, from A to Z against cach other for power and money against
their enemy.

Iribunai Member: Thank you very much. Idon’t have anything else right now.

At this time, the Tribunal President asked the Delainee if he had anything else 1o add.
The Detginee replied that he believed he had explained the whole story completely.
The Tribunal President explained the remainder of the Tribural process io the
Detainee, at which time the Deiainee interrupted 1o inguire as to when he would be
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notified of the results. The Tribunal President replied that it would take 30-6¢ days for
review by the convening authority, and adjourned the apen session.

AL THENTICATION

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate summary of the
testimony given during the proceedings.

Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps
Tribunal President
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ALUTHENTICATION

I cerufy the matenal contained in this transcript is a true and accurate summary of the
testimony given during the proceedings.

Colonel, U.S. Army
I'mbunai President
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Summarized Sworn Detainee Statement

When asked by the Tribunal President if the Detainee understood the CSRT process, the
Detainee answered, “Yes.”

When asked by the Tribunal President if the Detainee had any questions conceming the
Tribunal process, the Detainee answered, “No.”

Tribunal President: Do you still want to present information to this Tribunal?
Detainee: To what?

Tribunal President: Any starement on your behalf conceming the unclassified evidence
or any information that you want us to be aware of.

Detainee: The fact that the Derunta camp is run by Al-Qaida, that is not correct.
Tribunal President: Would you like to make your statement under oath?

Detainee: Yes.

[The Detainee was sworn using the Muslim oath.]

Tribunal President: Thank you, you may begin.

Detainee: It is true that [ trained for tweaty-eight days. I trained on the Kalashnikov and
tired about ten shots. With a pistol I fired just 2 few shots, mavbe five or six. The RPG,
Tonly saw it [ did not train on it. The training camp was small so there were only six or
seven people that rained on the RPG.

Personal Representative: If he would like, | can read the statements.

Detainee: Yes.

Perscnal Representative: 3.a.1. (The Detainee is a Tunisian national who traveled to
Haly then to Afghanistan where he received training at the Derunta military camp.)

Detainee: Yes, that is correct.
Personal Representative: 3.2, {Derunta is an Al-Qaida military training camp.)

Detainee: No, that is not comect.
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How tong did you stay in Italy?

From 1989 10 1990. And then ! went to (inaudible). Then I retumed in 1990 until
1697,

Was the main reason you went to Italy to find work?
Yes,

So you stayed in Italy until 1997 and then you went to Afghanistan?

Yes,
Why did you choose to go to Afghanistan at that time?

[ did not decide. I was working with drugs and using drugs. There was a
restaurant beneath 2 mosque and [ would go there to eat because it had Arabic
food. I'meta Tunisian man there and his rame was Abu Abdullah. He
encouraged me to stan praying. | continued to pray and started observing the
religion. 1 stayed there for about three months and then he gave me money and a
ticket and told me to go to Afghanistan,

To start your life over?

Partly, I just didn’t know anything at that time because of my drug use. [ think he
had some problems with Tunisia. He told that there were no people with beards
and no people wearing veils in Tunisia. Peaple were not praying and things like
that.

That is the reason he said you sbouldn’t go back there?

Don’t go back there?

Ahu Abdullah said don’t go back to Tunisia because the people were not properly
observant to Islam?

No, because the government forbids having a beard and the veil and the praying.

80 he advised you that you should not go back 1o Tunisia or were there other
reasons why you did not want to go back?

At that time?
Yes.
ISN #5002
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Because | was using drugs. It would have been a problem for me to stay there for
seven years and then go back to Tunisia with no money or nothing,

So, around 1997 or 1998 you went from Italy to Afghanistan?

1997.

Where did you go and what did you do?

When I first got there [ went to Islamabad. A Tunisian man named Seif met me at
the airport and took me to Peshawar. | stayed there about a month, I was clean-
shaven at time and I was able to grow a beard within thet month. Then I went
into Afghanistan and stayed for about a month in a housc. He then took me to the
Derunta camp.

So we are still in the 1998 time frame?

1997 or 1998.

Did you have any military training before vou went to that camp?

No.

Why did you go to that camp at that time?

1 didn’t go there, the Tunisian man took me there.

Why did he say you needed to go there?

To train,

For what in particular?

He told me that in our religion this is something that you should do. You should
frain.

In case of a conflict coming up?

Maybe, in our religion, that is how it is. For example. someone that works in the
Army in his country, why is he in the Army?

Because he is volunteering to train and be prepared. Is that the right answer for
you also?

Just about.
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Did the Taliban approve of your presence int the country?

The Taliban was not the country and couldn’t approve or not approve.
Afghanistan is a jungle, There is no law or anything.

So you didn’t ask for anybody's approval 1o go to the camp? You just went with
the man that led vou there?

Yes, | didn’t know anything.

Su after your training at the Derunta camp what did you do afier that?

I wanted to return to [taly because I had a round trip ticket.

Did you return ot did you remain in Afghanistan”?

Nao, I left Afghanisian.

And you went back to Italy or somewhere else?

No, I stayed in Pakistan.

You had a round trip ticket - did you ever go back to lItaly or you just didn’t do it?
No 1 did not return,

If you had a round trip ticket, why did you choose not to return?

Saif took me to a house, and two of my Libyan brothers were there and thev
advised me not to go back. They told me to stay here so I was away from the
drugs and the problems.

And you accepted their advice?

Yes.

We are in 1998 now and you are in Pakistan and what did you do while you were
in Pekistan at that time?

The Libyans had a store where they sold several Arabic things like honey. Sol
Jjust staved with them there,

Did you work in the store with them?
Yes.
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How long did you do that?

Until 2000 when [ got martied.

In Pakistan?

Yes,

Was there a time then when you returned to Afghanistan?

In 2000.

Afier you got married?

Yes.

What was the reason you decided to go back?

When the current President of Pakistan came into power he started rounding up
Arabs and returning them to their countries. [ was afraid he would turn me over
to Tunisia. So I went to Afghanistan because there is no law or anything.

So you went to Afghanistan and lefi your Pakistani wife behind?

No, she was with me.

So your intent was to move to Afghanistan and stay there because it was more
secure for you?

Yes.

So we are still in 2000 and you and your wife are going to Afghanistan. Where
did you go in Afghanistan?

Jalalabad.
Were you able to find work there?

No, there is no work in Afghanistan. You can be an independent merchant if you
want.

How were you able to survive then?

I would send an Afghani man to Pakistan to buy honey. He would bring it back
and [ would sell it in little containers.

1SN £502
Enclosure (3)
Page 6 of 9

UNCLASSIFIED / 640 001828




b

>

> O

o

S S S -

UNCLASSIFIED / ¥OtH5

That was enough to for you and your wife to survive?

In Afghanistan it is normal. The cost of living is very low. 1wasn't living ina
patace, I was living normally.

Where you ever bothered or harassed by anybody in the Afghan government
because you were not Afghan?

No.

Of course at that time, Afghanistan is in the middle of their civil war. When did
you first become aware that they were in the middic of a war?

From the minute I entered in 1997. The fighting was in Kabul, not in Jalalabad.
So you weren’t concerned for your safety or your wife’s safety?
No, because I knew there was nothing going on in Jalalabad.
Did the Taliban ever approach you and ask you to do things for them?
No.
Even though they needed every able body man they could get?
That is not true,
When was it thet you decided that you needed to leave Jalalabad?
When the problems with America started.
And the war advanced to the city of Jalalabad?
Not in the city, in the mountains far away.
And you decided at some point to try to return 1o Pakistan?
Yes.
But the same President was still there and you said before that he was rounding up
Arabs and sending them back to their home countries. So were you still afraid
that might happen?
It’s better than getting killed.
I8N #502
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So please explain how it was that you were captured.

My wife's brother came to me and said you and my sister shouid return to
Pakistan. Itold him to take his sister to Pakistan and then come back and I will
give you everything that we have in the house., Then I will go by myseif through
the mountains. I couldn’t go through the main road because I am an Arab. That
way, when he entered Pakistan with all these household goods there would be no
problem. [ would just walk through the mountains. When Jalalabad was captured
I heard that a lot of Arabs had been killed thete. So everyone escaped. That was
during the month of Ramadan. So we went to a village. [ stayed there for about
ten days when the head of the village came to me. He told us we had 10 leave
hecause it was possible that the Americans would bomb the village if they knew
Arabs were there, So they took us to the village of Tora Bora and we stayed
about twenty days. We were told to stay there until they could find an Afghani
guide to show us the way. [he sixth night a man came and took us. We started
walking with this man through the valleys where we were bombed. A lot of
people were killed and I was injured. I surrendered the next moming to the
Afghans. They ook me to Jalalahad and then to Kabul and then to Bagram, and
Kandahar to Cuba.

So vou never made it back 10 Pakistan?

No.

Who were the Afghanis tbat you surrendered to?

The new government.

So, if we understand correctly, you did your training a long time ago in the camp.
Nobody tried to make you fight in the war and you didn’t volunteer to fight in the
War,

Yes, who would T fight?

I thought perhaps the Taliban would want you to help them fight against the
Northern Alliance.

No. I heard that they never forced anybody to fight.

Are you part of any group of people that is sympathetic to the Taliban or the Al-
Qaida?

No. what do [ have to do with the Taliban or Al-Qaida?
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Tribural President: Do you have any other information to present to this Tribunal?
Anything that you would like to make known to us?

Detainee: No.

ribunal President: Personal Representative, do you have any other evidence to present
to this Tribunal?

Personal Representative: No, sir.

AUTHENTICATION

I certify the material contained in this transcript is a true and accurate summary of the
testimony given during the proceedings.

Colonel, {.8. Marine Comps
Tribunat President
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