THE €S~7-F"TARY ~
fQ00C CEFEMNSE PENTAGON
WASHINGTON, DC 203011000

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT June 10, 2001
SUBJECT: SecDef Trip to Europe (Junc 4-9)

As vou prepare for your trip to Europe 1 would like to share some observations
and impressions from my trip. 1 met with officials in Turkey. Ukraine, and Macedonia
and participated in defense mimster mceetings at NATO headquarters in Brussels. and
regional meetings.in Greece and Finland. Throughout the trip and in cach of these
meetngs we emphasized several themes:

o Prosperity and cconomic opportunity require peace and stability in Europe and
elsewhere. The military capability of the U.S. and 1ts allics underpin peace and
stability and make possible that prosperity.

s  NATO remains the anchor of the U.S. comumitment in Europe. Without that
military capability and the cohesion of NATO. prosperity. cconomic opporte v
and political frecdom would be at risk. Defense investment and capabilities
provide the insurance policy to avoid that risk.

* Those acquiring ballistic missiies and nuclear, biological and chemical weapons,
do so in order to threaten our population centers. Those threats undeterred would
causc countries to alter their behavior, become less involved in the world and
inereasingly isolationist, putting at nsk global economic prosperity and with it
political Trcedom. That is in none of our intercsis.

» Itis time to fashion a new framework to address the threats of the 21¥ Century
and our new security environment. Missile defense is but one clement,
Diplomatc and political efforts are needed as well, along with improved counter
proliferation capabilities and the reiashioning of our military.

e The U.S. is eager to continue consulting with its allies. friends. Russia and others

on a new framework. No one nation can devise the framework for our collective
security.

¢ The ABM treaty’s time has passed. [t now stands in the way ol developing the
means for defending populations. Moving beyond the ABM trcaty is inescapablc.
To preserve peace and {reedom, populations must be defended.
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