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PREFACE

ASANF] In late August 1993 Secretary of Defense Les Aspin authorized the
deployment of special operations forces to Mogadishu, Somalia, because of
increased enemy attacks on United States and United Nations Operations Somalia
{UNOSOM) forces and installations. The special operations forces, named Task
Force (TF) Ranger, had the mission to capture General Mohammed Farah Aideed
and designated others, and to turn over captives to UNOSOM forces. During
August and Septernber 1993 TF Ranger conducted six missions into Mogadishu.
These six missions were tactical successes, and the cumulative effect of these
missions was to impair Aideed's movement and to undermine his authority. On
3 October TF Ranger launched a mission into Aideed’s stronghold, seeking to
capture two of his key lieutenants, The capture of 24 Aideed supporters was
accomplished, but in that process, a TF Ranger MH-60 BLACKHAWK helicopter
was shot down by a rocket-propelled grenade. The mission then irrevocably
changed from one of capturing Aideed supporters to one of safeguarding and
recovering American casualties, When the TF Ranger forces finally returned to its

compound the next morning, their casualties totaled 99.

(SA¥FT TF Ranger forces acquitted themselves well during their movement

to the downed BLACKHAWK. The subsequent actions to defend this position and

to retrieve the dead and wounded reflected credit on their training, courage,
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initiative, soldier skills, and dedication to one another. What follows is an
overview of the 3-4 October Battle of Mogadishu, and then there are vignettes

reflecting individuals’ actions during this long and bloody day in Somalia.
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