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Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI

From: Wilson, Douglas HON OSD PA
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 7:07 AM

To: Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI
Subject: RE: OBL - Guidance

Signed By: WILSON.DOUGLAS B.1239633710

Thanks. Will you be at the Iraq SVIC? If so, I'll connect with you there.

----- Original Message-----

From: Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI
Sent: Monday, May 02, 2911 7:61 AM

To: Wilson, Douglas HON OSD PA
Subject: RE: OBL - Guldance

Happy to, Doug. I did the WH press backgrounder last night with Donilon, Brennan, Panetta
and Morell. (Bryan was there.) Can show you the script and provide context on what we're
saying and not saying. MV

----- Original Message-----

From: Wilson, Douglas HON OSD PA
Sent: Monday, May 62, 2011 6:32 AM
To: Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OuUSDI
Subject: OBL - Guidance

Mike, if you have a sec this morning, it would be worth us getting your guidance on
parameters for dealing with press today. If at all possible, I'd like to be pro-active in
setting parameters and knowing where to send press; otherwise, I fear we risk dozens of
unsourced “color commentary” comments.

Thoughts?




Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI

From: Mormrell, Geoff Mr OSD PA

Sent: Sunday, May 01, 2011 §:28 PM

To: Vickers, Michast @ HON OSD QUSDI
Subject: Just got a call from Chris Islam of CBS...

...He's hearing we may have gotten OBL in a hit today.

Geoff Morrell

Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
Pentagon Press Secretary

703-614-2935 (0)

571-309-4978 (C)




Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI ‘

From:

Sent: s ) <

To: Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI
Subject: Thanks .

Mike,

I, like millions of other Americans, just saw the news confirming Bin Laden's having been
killed. I do not and can not know, of course, how much you had to do with achieving this,
but I will infer that it is a great deal. Thus I thank you as an American citizen and
especially as a former military officer. As a good WASP, I don‘t usually get emotional, but
this is a moment that brings a tear to the eye, especially remembering all the young people
who got killed along the way.

Many heartfelt thanks,

sincerely,




Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI

From:
Sent: 5 PM
To: Mehal Robert SCDR OSD PA
Ce: V‘ckers Michael G HON OSD OUSDI; Wllson Douglas HON OSD PA, Morrell, Geoff Mr OSD
' PA; Whitman, Bryan SES O8SD BA. LSD PA; James, Darryn C CAPT OSD
: PA; Woog, Carl R Mr OSD PA
Subject: RE: Follow up questions

I defer to DOD on this one. My recommendation is that if we describe the bird, I wouldn't
_get too detailed.

----- Original Message-----
From: Mehal, Robert S CDR OSD PA [mailto:Robert.Mehal@osd.mil
82, 2011 1:28 PM

Cc: Vickers, Michael G HON OSD QUSDI; Wilson, Douglas HON OSD PA; Morrell, Geoff Mr OSD PA;

"Whitman, B D PA; Lapan, David COL OSD PA; James, Darryn C CAPT OSD PA; Woog, Carl R
Mr OSD PA
Subject: RE: Follow up questions

There was some discussion about indicating what type of bird (in general) was left
behind? What do you think? Resp, Bob

----- Original Message«~---

From: Butler, Amy € [mailto:Amy Butler@aviationweek.com]
Sent: Monday, May €2, 20811 1:106 PM

To: Mehal,; Robert $ CDR OSD PA

Subject: follow up from Osama kill briefing

Hi Sir -

Thanks for taking this.

What helicopters were used in the operation? What helicopter went down (pics on ABC.com look
~like a -6@ tail boom)? If you are declining to say what was used, why are you declining?

To: wzlson, Douglas HON osb RA' Morrell, Geoff Mr OSD PA; Vickers, Michael G HON 0OSD QUSDI;
Mehal, Robert S CDR OSD PA; Whitman, Bryan SES 0SD PA; Lapan, David COL OS
C CAPT 0SD PA; Flournoy, Miché&le A HON OSD POLICY; Woog, Carl R Mr OSD PA;
Rangel, Robert (IV SD

Subject: RE: Follow up questions

My vote -- and I realize that some of this is above my pay grade -- is to stay away from 1,
2, and 4 at least for today, and to stick with “he resisted during a firefight" or something
along those lines on 3. My view is that we should try as much as we can (I know it's
difficult given the vast array of questions coming our way) to focus today on how serlous a
blow this is to al-Qaeda, the President’s decisive role, and the overall case for what led
the USG to this compound.

m———— original Message-----
From: Wilson, Douglas HON OSD PA [mailto:Douglas. u;lson@gsd m11|

1




Sent Monday, May ©2, 2011 1:06 PM

1, Geoff Mr 0OSD PA; Vickers, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI; Mehal, Robert S CDR OSD PA;
Hh1tman, Bryan SES OSD PA; Lapan, David COL OSD PA Darryn C CAPT OSD PA;
Flournoy, Michéle A HON OSD POLICY; Woog, Carl R Mr OSD PA angel, Robert CIV SD
Subject: RE: Follow up questions

Up to CIA

----- Original Message-----

From: Morrell, Geoff Mr 0SD PA

Sent: Monday, May 02, 2011 1:05 PM

S, Michael G HON OSD OUSDI; Mehal, Robert S CDR OSD PA; Wilson, Douglas HON OSD PA;
Whitman, Bryan SES OSD PA; Lapan, David COL OSD PA; James, Darryn C CAPT
; Flournoy, Michéle A HON OSD POLICY; Woog, Carl R Mr 0SD PA; Rangel,
Robert CIV SD

Subject: Follow up questions

As I circled back with the press I got several additional queries.

Please let me know if we want to answer any of these:

Was there a code name for this operation? If so, do we care to disclose it?
Who used the woman as a human shield? OBL or his son?

Was OBL armed? You said he "resisted.”

How about the number and kind of helos? TV nets are trying to build graphics to illustrate
the raid and want to show the appropriate number and kind of helos used.













Look for Classification Marking Iin Message Body
CLASSIFICATION: SAGRALLLIOEORM ..

Look for Classification Marking in Message Body
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RE: Burial {8#@3= Enterprise Vault Archived Item ' Page 3 of 3

DERIVED FROM: Multiple Sources
DECLASSIFY ON: 02 May 2021

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5
DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE DATE OF SOURCE: 1 MAY 2006

CLASSIFICATION: SECREF=
CAVEATS: NONE

TERMS: NONE

DERIVED FROM: Mutltiple Sources
DECLASSIFY ON: 02 May 2021

DERIVED FROM: MANUAL 380-5
DECLASSIFY ON: 25 YEARS FROM DATE OF SOURCE
DATE OF SOURCE: 1 MAY 2006

CLASSIFICATION: SEQREFams

CAVEATS: NONE
TERMS: NONE

http://rsresev0l.rsre,0sd.smil.mil/Enterprise Vault/'ViewMessage.asp? Vaultld=100FD68D2... 6/22/2011






