











constitution, refused to call early elec-
tions, ridiculed English-style democracy
as “Westminster hypocrisy” and turned
instead to the Cuban model of “revoluy-
tionary democracy,” which it tried to im-
plement with Cuban aid.

Human rights were regularly violated.
Habeas corpus was abolished for
political detainees. In 1982, there were
95-98 such political prisoners. Freedom
of the press and political freedom were
abolished.

Bishop established close ties with the
Soviet Union and Cuba. In January 1980
Grenada was the only Latin American
country other than Cuba to vote against
a U.N. resolution condemning the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan. Five secret
treaties with the USSR, Cuba and North
Korea were signed.

By 1980, there were approximately 100
Cuban military advisors in Grenada.
There were also several hundred “‘con-
struction workers” ostensibly engaged in
helping to build a new airport in the
southwestern corner of the island. Much
of this construction was military in
nature, and many of the “construction
workers’ had military training.

The October 19, 1983 murder of Bishop
and most of his Cabinet was part of a
power-struggle resuiting from Bishop’s
reluctance to move more quickly to
socialize the economy.

Chronology of Events —

October 6-24, 1983
October 6-8

— Bishop meets in Cuba with Fidel Castro

following a one-week tour of Eastern
European capitais in which he sought
support for his faltering regime.

October 12

— Longstanding confiict between Bishop
and Deputy Bernard Coard erupts in
fight in Grenadian cabinet. Coard wants
to supplant Bishop and speed up
“socialist change.”

— Ostensibly as a result of rumor that he
seeks Bishop’s assassination, Coard
resigns.

Night of October 13/14

— About midnight, Bishop is placed under
house arrest.

October 15

— Radio Free Grenada (run by Coard’s wife
Phyllis) announces arrest of 3 Cabinet
ministers. Mobilization Minister Selvyn
Strachan announced that Coard had
replaced Bishop. An angry crowd of 300
gathered outside the government-
controlled newspaper to protest. Justice
Minister Kendrick Radix arrested for
organizing the demonstration.

Oct_ober 17

— Tim Hector, ieader of leftist Antigua
Caribbean Liberation Movement, an-
nounces that his party is concerned
about the safety of Bishop and other
leaders of Grenada.

October 18

— Five Cabinet members resign: Jac-
queline Creft, Education; Norris Bain,
Housing; George Louison, Agricuiture;
Lyden Rhamdhanny, Tourism; and
Unison Whiteman, Foreigh Minister.

— Whiteman says that “Comrade Coard,
whao is now running Grenada, has re-
fused 1o engage in sericus talks to
resolve the crisis. . . it became clear to
us that they did not want a settlement
and seemed determined to use force and
provoke violence to achieve their
objective.”

QOctober 19

— Grenada Airport is closed, flight from
Barbados is turned back. Radic Free
Grenada, only source of news, goes off
the air. S8hops are closed. School
children demonstrate for Bishop's returr
to office. Demonstrators force restora-
tion of overseas telephone service whicl
had been cut off. Agriculture Minister
Louison is arrested.



















The deteriorating events in Grenada
since October 12, taken together,
demonstrated the brutality of the RMC and
the ominous lack of cohesion within the

Grenadian military. The RMC had imposed a
24-hour curfew, warning that violators would

be shot on sight, and closed the airport.
U.S. citizens were not free to leave,

Although the RMC gave assurances that the

airport would be opened on October 24 and
foreigners allowed to depan, they then failed
to fulfilt that assurance. It became clear
that delay would intensify both the risk of
violence against Americans and a vacuum

of authority that would imperil Grenada’s
neighbors.

Collective action in response 1o the

dangerous situation was consistent with the

United Nations and Organization of
American States (OAS) charters. Both
charters expressly recognize the com-
petence of regicnai security bodies in en-
suring peace and stability. The OECS states
are not parties to the Rio Treaty, and the
OECS Treaty, which concerns itself in part
with matters of collective security, is their
regional security arrangement.

Article 22 of the OAS Charter states
that measures taken pursuant to collective
security agreements do not violate the OAS
Charter provisions prohibiting intervention
and the use of force. Similarly, Articie 52 of
the United Nations Charter expressly per-
mits regionat arrangements for the
maintenance of peace and security consist-
ent with the purposes and principles of the

United Nations. The actions and objectives
of the collective security force, in the cir-
cumstances described by the President and
Secretary of State, are consistent with
those purposes and principles.

The OECS states, in taking lawful col-
lective action, were free to call upon other
concerned states, including the United
States, for assistance in their effort to
maintain the peace and security of the _
Caribbean. Assistance given in response to
their request is itself lawful. Moreover, U.S.
cooperation with the collective security
force permitted the safe evacuation of en-
dangered U.S. citizens. Such humanitarian
action is justified by well-established prin-
ciples of international law. . ..

The President’s orders to the U.S.
military forces are to cooperate with the
OECS in entering Grenada, to facilitate the
departure of all U.S. and foreign nationals
who wish to leave, and to help Grenada's
neighbors work with the people of Grenada
to restore order. U.S. support of the OECS
military action will be for these purposes
only....

We do not at this point know just what
steps the provisional government will take.
This is for the Grenadians themselves to
determine.

One thing is certain: All governments
participating in this collective action will
withdraw their forces just as soon as cir-
cumstances permit.

























