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COltmT: T'b18 18 aD Interutlns cOD'VV8at1on about racial 1DtepoaUon 

in t~e IU'IIed. :roreu. 'l'bat _8 OIl the W¥ bT the tt. :rone,tal b. 

came Secretar:r or De:renae, vaan't Itt Jame_ EvamJ va_ the ....... 

LE'/A: J8M.!vans va8 the Special Assistant. :art JDDre than that, 

Le.ter Or&Dger, who vas 'the head o~ the I&tioDal urban JAesue at 

the t1.-, was Forreetal' 8 close tr1eDd :f'1'CIII hi. New YcxrJr "s. 

Batween Forrest&1. and. Lester 0raDpr at 1&.". aDd J1m Bn.Ds at 

Darenae I tlt1.ZJlt great S'tr1cle. vere -.de, conalder:1Dg the state at 

the 81tuat1OD at the tt.. 

COIDIT = Old J'orreatal have ~1J8 to do v1'th 8.J11d.aaton t 8 

v1ll1apeas to start nth IDtesratlOD In tbe new Air J'orcef 

LEVA: I don't know. He and. fI1II1Dgton vere very close f'r1.eDda In 

spite ~ 'their philosophical differences. 

COImIT: s,mtngton aeau to have gene risht in with izrtesratlOD, 

with no probl_, but the AJ!m7 appears to have g:1VeIl you a bad 

time. 

LZVA: The ArrIII' cave ua a very bat! tuae. ICeDDetb Ro,yaU pve ua & 

..,..,. bad time. lIvel7boC17 pve ua a bad t1me. 
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LlWA: I claD't bow. I think it ,.. Just a Seneral, iapoa1.ne4 

attitude. Plu I'aDI1eth RoJaU 'a Borth CNoUna urteced.eDta, I'll.. 

atn.14, U I, Will f'raa Bela, Alabua, caD be JI8l"III1tted to make 

that r..rk. Th18 18 aD 1ntere8tilll atter. 

REA.RIBlf1 Yee, this raises a queat10D about P'Orrestal' a relation8 

with the • .". after be had beccae Secreta.17 of Defense. 1nlat 

bappened. then to lPorreatal' 8 frteDdah1l18 in tbe ."'1'1 

LEVA: The;r cout1DUed., I th.1ak. 'l'he7 vere Ter7 close. B1t it 

waa certa1nq newe to me tbat J'onestal bad or1g1~ objected 

to N:lm:lts &8 Cb1e:t of liaftl Opere.t10ns. Or to Sbenan. 

RIA.RDBIf: Yea, I tbousbt be was quite close to Sbe:man. 

LB'TA: Sherman vas the greatest nsure of &11, I thousht, in terms 

of intellect. It was a grea.t trase«V tbat be died sO)"OUDl. I'Te 

said it before, both CD aDd oft the record: If She~ bacl become 

C!IaJ.rlIBn of the Joint Chiefs of Btatt, as he would bave, instead of 

Radford beeClll1D8 Cb&1%'1B1l at the Joint Ch:1e1"s Of ata:rf, I tb1Dk it 

JII1ght well haft cbanp4 the eut1re h:l.eto17 at the poatW&l' period. 

Sber.maD was so 1Dt'1111 te1¥ superior. 

R!'.ARllD: What 1'4 l.1.ke to teDtatlvelT ex.plore fa the ana that 

Mr. 0hlT felt that we should tali to )"OU about ... the relatIons 

betveeD 08D and the Wb1te Bouse 8D4 CODgreaa. Ohl¥ coauntecl that 
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he cleal.t nth tbe lI8C quite a bit, 1Nt be Dever cl-.1t yer, IIUCh 

wi th the Wbite ba. OJ' the Pr .. 14eDt aZ34 that tbe •• af'ta1n were 

-
relaUOIla between Forrutal aDd ~ -- &004, bact, 1D111.ft'ereutt 

LEVA: I think tbe.r were ver,r &Occl iD the earlier period. aut the1 

derteriorate4 1D the later per1oc1. I al".,.s a.cribe the deteriorat:1on 

1D JQ' OWD 111M to the Wb1te lIOuae "palace guard," who were coastaDtq 

drlD1DS :poisOD. Do;rou Dow vat be'. 401., Do you Dow wbat 

th1. an 18 401., lJrltr1ztba, llalf-truths, IUXl 80 tOl"th. 'l!J1s 1. 

la.raelJ' a sUl'ld..e OD JIG" part coDCerD1. ve.r1oua iIld1:91cluals arOUJld 

Mr. Truman. I suppose :1t wu moat dr_tic 1D ~ mid whell Geueral 

Gnenther and. I flew dOVD w.lth J'orre8'tal. in lIovaaber 191f.8, lfonaber 

or Deccber 19118 atter the eJ.ect1on, to Key Weat. I'o.rrerlal aDd. 

Qruenther ba4 Just bee OIl a tr1p to JlQrope, &Del Forreatal. was 

report:1l18 on the trip. I thouPt the pal.&ce guards served to keep 

h1m fraa bt.ul:l8 &D7 pri"f8.te conversatioD nth Mr. '.l'rUan vst80enr, 

1D particular, Matt CoD.Del.q, whO was the Presi4eDt' s ~il%tlleDt. 

Secreta.ry at that t1Jae aDd vbg resulated the access to the Pre81cleDt 

both :1n Wub1Dgt;oll aDd enD 011 aD IDtormal vacation. 

RIABDlIII: Could we back u;p a lltt1e b1t to the spr1na ~ 19118 at 

the tiM or the • • • 

LlWA: You're aP1Jl8 questiona I can't poaei.bq 8IUI1feiI. U you 

show .. there vas & aprillC in 1918, I w111 881"- with J'OU! It 
• 
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ataDIla to rWolOD then woul4 haTe bea a spr1Dg in 19118. I .. 

vark1Dc alaaoet Ut~ 24. hours a c!q &1"OUrl4 the tilock, &l"OUDI1 

the 7aZ'. I cUc!n't kDov apr1Da trCIII fall, and I real.l7 lave 110 

recollection of &pecinc enuta. JUIIIP1228 &bea4, I aee one at JOu:t" tnwJ4 

q~at1onaon tb1a 11~ about the aaDOeUat1OD. ot McCone'. QpOiD1:aeut .. 

Under Secret&r,r of DdeDIIe 1D. the 8UIIDe1" of 19118. If Job McOoae 

vas appointed tn:Ider Secretar;r of Defense or ~ It was v:l thdrawn, 

it'. Den to me. I'. sure it happened. ICY' reaollecrtioD 1. zilch. 

It. sony 'but. that's the cue. You bow, you run like bell, you 

set the U:y'. work dODe aDd ~ you Uve to do the next a.;, , a 
.' 

work. I dontt have the sort of mtr:14 that Jack Obl¥ baa. I can't 

tell 70U 1n 6I\Y' great cSeta1l sbout the cue I baDUecl 1n :lew York 

1'Ute1'dal' or the aue I haIldle4 1D lIev York the cSq before yeate:rc1rq'. 

I CaD tell 70u In great detail about the two I'. bant111nS right nov. 

COllllt':: Yes, it'. tone, feellng quali't7, that you can l'e&llT aq 

ac:aeth:l.Dg about. For eDaPle, could 70U cQlllp8.re the :feel1ng tone 

UDder Forreatal, the worldD& relations a.mona the sta:tf', campared 

with what those relat10DS were after Jobnaon CUl8 111 t 

LEVA: SUre. I tb1n:t tbat llDder Forreatal tbere vas 1& lo.ral't7 

aa4 aD .. Fit de cor;pa. Three auaketeers. Scaeth1D8 that I ba.cl 

never aeen betore &lQ'Vbere in ~t. It was sort of a crusade, 

aa4 I think there va. rather 1& clear :teel1tJa about the cruaa4e. 

It you bava to put that 1nto 'WOl'da, it •• , ItWe're clo1ng t h111fJ8 

4. 
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about the De1'enae Dep&rtmer:rt; we're dotD8 Wnp abOut tile lfaUoaal 

Secur1t7 OO'\mc1l; the lat1cmal 8eeur1ty Resources:9:u'll. 1!l:ere 18 

DOW a Bat10Dal Sec1Jr1:ty COuncil tot! the ftrat time. Welre 401D8 

all Of thi8 to ptoeyent World war m, wb1ch 1a aD :1:am1nezrt poaa1b1l1t7. n 

COIlllIT: You ~ felt that f 

LEVA:. YeB, certa1~· I tbiDk th ... va8 that teel1na 8Il0l3&. the 

ata1't &rOUJ.I4 Pbrreatal. Apparentl¥, as rorreatal got more &Del 

IlO.N 1IOl'D out, th:la beceme a real caee ot mental. 1ll.Deaa with hiJI. 

He tbousht it was not 0DlJ' 1m1nent, 1 t vas tomorrow. I was not 

aware Of tbat. Tbat .. atter be left the ottice &D4 atter I laat 

sav h:lm. Tboae who 414 aee h1II, both dow in Florida aDd at the 

hOSpital, have told _ that. I think tbose aroua4 Forrestal real.l¥ 

tl1Ou&h't the;y were dolUS sameth1US or great iJqportance. 

I'll gl:ve 70U ODe aample. I ukecl & tellow who wa.a & year behind 

me in law achilol to take lIlT job 1n the Na."I)" when I vent to De1"eD8e, 

1It:I Job .. peraOD&l. bandma 1 den to the Sec1'etar.r ot the lfa'VT, sa:reeD1%18 

fWfIrT ll&per tbat pasaed OV'er bia desk. I thouaht 1t 11&8 a Tf!a7 

ezcj,tiD& JOb tot! .,., then ace at 31 or 32, aDd 1t vaa. I had just 

ccae back ~ three 7ea.ra ot aea dUty. Tb18 tellow, who 18 a 

brlll1aDt, brilliant law.rer, & sreat theoretician, and. currGtq 

apro1'ea8Gl" at the OOlUllb1a. fay School, vould Dot take the Job. 

Be a&1d 1t had DO social aipd.t'1cance. And I s&14, "What 40 70U 

meuf" "Well, 70U lmoY, 7OU'1'. Just YOl'ldng OD thea. m::I.lit&r;r 
.. 

th1ap." I add, "It has the social sicnU1cance that ve're S01r:IC 
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to )lIrftellt World war In i~ it caD be In_n]7 dODe." . rea, I think 

tbat ".. tbe cruaa4e an4 I thtDk that vu the esprit 4e corps. I 

don't think that elF1t lute! under IQu1s JohaaOD. It"... zoe­

createcl to a deane UIlder !Db Lovett and General MIorahaU, DOt to 

tile .8118 extent. '!'be tlaae c11d DOt quite expire, but it vas not 

quite the same. WJ.th J'Orreetal and w1th thoae around. b:la •••• 

I meaD, this was the sentle, per1"ect lrn1aht. I still tb1nk tmt. 

COlIm'l': met .ize have aaaeth1Da to c!o vi th itt 

LBVA: It was certa.1Dl3' a factor, thouah the increase in size 414n' t reaJ.lT 

come al.0D& untll late;r when I was out. '!he> real ezpanaion came 

with Charlie Wilson. MeRlaara. mereloT continued it. I haven't 

seen the statistics on size, but I will bet you tbe increase troa 

J'orrestal to Johnson, while subetant1al, was not all that great. 

ADd to Ms.rsball-Lovett vu not all. that great. Tell Oates and the 

others I dOD't thiDk bad much ar an effect, one 118¥ or the other. 

:art the real. quantu. jum,p came with Wil.son. It didn't real.l.7 CClle 

with McJfa.mara. That".. the second quaatum J'IlI:IP. Blt in tema 

Of f'eel112S aDl in te1'll8 Of Forreata1 1 a relationship with T:ruIIIaI1'. 

I tbousht tlJat when he wu SecretarT ~ the ."7 he ba4 a tr_ndoU8~ 

good relationship with 'l'ruIaD. I tbousbt as BearetaIT of' De:teDae -­

althouah he vas not TruaaD's first choice tor the Job, as 70U know 

P&tterson Y&8 -- (the relationeh1p deteriorated oYttI' time). 

CONDI'1': I take it )'011 bad a r..-J.. aftection f'~ 1orTeatal, a real 

at~ect1ou. 

6 
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LBVA: I ha4 aD enonaoua attect10n tar Jbrreatal.. I tJKrusIat· he.a 

a tr.eD4oua person. 

LEVA: Yea. I b&4 Dft'e1" .t Jack Cb1.7, 70U aee, b~ore tb1s. 

IilVA: Because J'oJoreetal bad alr~ .. keel Admiral Mclfel1-'io be 1118 ~ 
. ..-.• 

otf1cer aDd &eked me to be hi. lepl. otf1cer. I aa:1d, "You're 

ptt112S 1Dto real bot _ter." I had then 0Dl.7 lIOrkec1 with I'or.reat&1 

for su IIODtha at the DaV- ~ou don't have &1fT ArIIII' people." 

lie aa1d, "What do 70U a,.est ," I sud, "I'll inquire. If I was 

told that Patterson' s spec1al assistant, Jack 0hl1', .s ertreaael.7 

good; 80 I 1J:rterr.lewed Jack a.D4 bl'ougbt 1WIl iD. 110, I o~ met 
.' 

hiIl1n 19a.r in c01D1eCt1on with the job, but he'. & ma.rvelous person. 

One ~ the ableat public aenuts I've eyer lmown. 

CORDl'l': Wbat about Mcllell? Wbat were bis relations with Perraatal 

&D4 ,.ou? 

LBVA: Very aooct a.a4 ve:q Darrow. I'U repeat, Y8rT good and 

ver'l narrow. You baYe to lmow McIe11'a~. I'm su:tteriD8 

:t.raI the tact that I don't lmov how JlUCb at this I've a1r~ 

was fl"Oa Iowa. Be 10ved the lfa~ with a pa •• lon. rue vu a 

11&b1l1't7; it .. &180 Ul .. s.t. lie got 0Il't aDd witt into business 

1 
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after lm"14 War t. Be cae to Wuh1Dcton as 011'cul&UClD ...... 

or !he _!h1yton Poet. nzet ~ _acl1'CUl&t1oo ~ io 

weatera N&r.rlaD4; ld._ heme ".. in Qd the_burl or aez-utOWD, 

7O\l mo., one CIt the tCMl8. '1'hen he "... c1rculat.tOll I8ZI8PI' beN, 

UI4 then he came 1zrto the l'faV :trom The Waah1!!EOn Post at the 

bes1rm1DS ot World War II. I tb:lDk. he oame 1n as & l1euteDlUlt 

canwnder and he rose u a reeerve or he bad been in the reserves. 

I met McRe1l a year before I met Forrest&l, when I vas still 

sen1Zl8 out ., t1.a 1n un11'0l"!IIl after I lILcl eaae helle :trca sea 

~. I vu aaailDecl to the lbreau 01' Sh1ps 1n a a1D4 lepl/ 

account1DC ca.pac1't7 baY1na to do nth contract tend.DaUcms. 

P'nDk. L1DcOlD, later aD M81at&At SeCret&r1, .. couuel to 

McDe:l.l, who wastbe comptroller or :fiscal. tUrector ~ the lI&vy. 

F%aDk L1Dcolli aaked it I could. take hi. job as McBe1l'. COUDse1 

so that he could go back to his law 1'1rm 1n liew York. To Jake a 

lema stOlT shor1;, in that capac1 V I then bec_ depu.t,r :fiscal 

cUreetor ~ the lfa:"7 as well as counsel to the fiscal director. 

SbortlT thereafter, I sot to know Ji:Be1l, the nsc&! tirector, 

verr well. I was "l'7 tODd at M::lfeU. In fact, I was debatillS pboD1ns 

Max.u when I 1IU 1n lfIIw York yesterc!a¥ aDd 4ec1~ed I couldn't listeD 

to &ZIT mare Bepubl1can politics; 80 I cl1dn't. 

MeNdl and. Forn_tal vent out to the atca1c ezpertmenta at 

EDiwetok or Blk1D1 atoll, wh1chever, &D4 I .. lett ae acti. 

:fiscal 4:l.rector o~ the .. .".. ften they vat &I'OUDl the world 

8 
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&D4 came back, ao that laate4 loupr tbaIl It ahoul4. Ilaft. VIla 

theT cae back, Mclfe11 aab4 .. to attezd Jronettalt • ...u.IWoI 

:aareau ehlera, vh1ch were hal.cl ODee a week nth lda, aiaes I JuI4 

been actilJ& clur1Dg tb1s pez1.ocJ; &0 I cot to know J'on'eatal tbrouah 

Mc1fe11. ThIII1 J'orreetal. asked D, vheI1 hi. J)er80nal CCNDael left, 

to take tat Job. me personal. oounael VIL8 Jack Cormor, vbO 18 

DOW cha1ran of .wJ.ad. CbaI1cal aDd vas a year aheact o~ me at 

lJarft.rd Iay School. A~ Jack CODIlor aake4 _ to take the 

job; aDIl I sa1d, "You mow, J'Orrestalzauat bow 8cmebocJT he wazrte 

to take the Job. n lie aa1d, "Well, I til aekilla 70U f~ Forreetal • • • • 

So I wezrt v1tb J'Orreatal, 11m:1till8 It to 8caetbins 11ke aix mouths. 

__ the time eiz JIlODtha vas out, he wu Secret&17 of Defense, aDd 

he asked me to COllIe nth b:lm there. I l.iJB:1ted that to one year, 

vb:1ch dicb1 ' t r~. succeed in l1JI:lting it. 

As to Me_il, he ha4 ~t abilities in the naeal. :t1el4, selt 

tallght, a.n4 sreat abWtiee in the ecmsreas1OJJ&l relatioDe field. 

If McBe1l told people like senator lIan7 Jpd the elder saaetbing, 

they bell wed it. U' For.restal told them, th.,. liked h1Ja but thq 

were skeptlc&l.; the;r wanted to lmov wbat Mcl'le1l said. McNeil 

bu.11t up quite a per80Zlal tollowing aD the HUl, which 11&8 sood 

tor the 111..". ad vl:d.ch later was good tor Defeue. It wu very 

good tor the Datemae bul!get. art he reallT .. uner able to get 

rid of b1. pro-.v,y bias, &114. the .Air Force was a1111!1¥8 a.pic1ou. 

ot b1m, aDd. the Anq vu reaaonablT auspic1ous. __ "rirtue at that 
" 
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azd k:I:Iaw1DI that, I vas JIIOat 1Da1atent OIl ,etUDe CI&l¥ :rrca the 

knItr u4 I tned to set Porretrta1 to haft aD A1!Iq ai4e. In 1'aet .. 

he h&4 a Ba", &14e. Tbe Ba..,. aura in the ear~ periOd .s too 

great. I dicJD I t rep.1"d 1D,V'ael.f ae .'97 J I ba4 never cotten abOve 

UeuteDmt. aat the obJect1on .. that I VU -"IT. It vaen't 

the same as Malfe1l, who bad spent a l11'et1ma in the Reeenee. 

COlmIT:' I UD4eretaDcl MaBe1l r e Job bee_ Vf1r7 "1tf'.r" a.:tter 

JolmaOD came In. Tbere,... BaDe l1ttle story there about'hDw it 

was saved. 

IilVA: I don't know about tt'8 becCJlllias "1~, It but JobnaOD was 

ausplcloua- 01' everyboq whO ba4 been w1th Farre8tal. I didn't 

ezpect to stq. J'orrerial, b~re he became eo ill .. aeked me to 

stq 90 _. to help Johnson w1th the t.ranalt1on. I said I wauJ.4 

but I vaute4 out. I bact Ile'I'C' met Jolmeon before he came ID. He 

aakecl me to sta,' and we vaN in •••• 

COBDIT: Bow SOOD 414 he uk J'OU to RaJ't 

LEVA: I think allDost 1mmed1a.tel1', I c1DD ' t lmow. I c!oD't eveD 

~ .. , but a.ppa.rentq there was D8Yer &IV' question about 'lIlT 

leavinc. The onq t±M aD,Ttb1nc came up ..... when a1 tiler JOlmaOll 

or steve Ear1l' eerrt tor me aD! taU _ that ,in &. aeettna the DeIaocratic 

Nat10ZJ&l ea.l.ttee bad caqpolune4 that I had b1re4 two Republican la'q8l'8. 

I aa:Lcl, "I don't r~kDov the politics ot the la'WJ"eZ'8 I hired. 
~ 
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I b:l.re4 tile beat la",... I aoul.4 pt, aD1 It. SOiDi to coizt1aue 

to 40 so. If' fOU w.zrt scaebod;r to h1l'e DeIIIoc1"atlc .l.avJ'era, J'OU'ft 

sot to set another boy." itCh DO, JQl JuSt do vb&t JOU 1MDt aZI4 

va f II pooo-teat '1f1Ur naau. It So I thiDk I 1&1c! it aD the line at· 

that }J01Dt that I W&8Jl't l"'2DDiDS & poUtie&l office. I lIappen to 

be a bel1ev1ng n.ocrat, but tbat'8 41tterel1't. 

COlIDIT: Is there a.zvth1Zl8 to the idea that Lincoln JIIQ' have t&nec1 

LlVA: I DeYer h-.rd ~ it. U I bad. beerd o'f it, I'Te 'forgotten 

it. Where".. Lincoln at the time t 

COIlX[T~ I peas he ... out. He 1a1ev Jolmson, didn't bet 

LEVA: He ha4 been ~ steptoe aDd JOlmson; he bad been with 

JobDao12 t S law 11m at ODe t1JIe &D4 h1. brother still wu. IbIl 

LincolD vas at Steptoe &D4 JohDsonj li'raDk LincolD was with a fl.1'II 

112 lI'ev York he had estabUshed be'fore the -war, L\mdgren, BarteUs, 

and Lincoln. lfo 10llpr 112 ezisteJ1Ce. IJa then went to work &8 aD 

execut1ve at 8CIIIle COD&lc:aerate, I thblk. 

COIDIT: One th1q that I aee 1n the OSD !il.. Is a great paper 

.... OIl OeDeral MalllLrn..,. t s 1la.tloa&l Def'enae ~ CcaIi ttee. 

wu that • vez'1' seriOUS urxlertald.l.IS' 

LlII'IA: Weu, General. Mal'larl1q aII4 AdIId.ral. <mner or1s!~ 1m'ked on 

the b'\14pt &D4 then tbat ~ne4 out into genen.l ~. 

11 
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LJI'IA: Aamira1 Carney should be a S014 mi_ ~ lD1'ar..ti01l. Be 

vas 1D the W.eh1ngtOD Office td the Bath Sb1pbu1l.d1.ns Worb azd 

he &lao had a conaul.~ with the Wub1Dgton o:rt1ce ar Weat1Dlbouae. 

I tb1zJk he Uvea 1n tll:18 area. He _a a 8'trOnC, able maD, ODe ~ 

the ableat Chief. of Navel. Opera.t1ou duriDg the }*r1ocl tbat I bad 

aD.7 hIIU1ar1tT ntb. 

comr.t': Wou14 I be correct in aum1a11lS t1:la.t GrUf1 th aDd Ear~ 

vere both buad1ea or JOlmaOD aDd b1"OU8ht 1n ~or •••• 

LWA: Quite difterent, quS.te 4t.tt'ereut. Ioo:1a JobD8oll, to ..,. 

great utOD1abmeDt, arrived at the Peutsson th1Dld.ns he vas .,iDS 

to be the nut President of the l1D1~ Stat.... It vaa quite olear 

to _ tbat the PeDtaaon 1s a sraverard for poUt1c&1 ambit1ons. 

When J'OrTest&l became Secret&zoy at DII'le:nse, there wu a lOt of 

ta.1k about bi. beil3l t:be next Vice Pree1derrt; and I lmev that 

YUn't 801D& to happen e1 ther. JobnaoD arr1 ved tbiDld.Zl8 he was 

SOl. to bel themxt Pre8ident. He bad been the head ot the 

.A1IIel'1can Les1on, he ..... usc to the Ir1nfllJ"khll proce... at""' Ear~ 

ba4 beG the public relations fellow for Roosevelt. I don't beUeve 

he .. all tllat close to Jobnaon. They vera tair17 cloae, but Steve 

Farq was there to JII8ke touia JolmaOll the next :PJoeaiclent. Paul 
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Q,1'1ffltb we theN as Ul 1I1t:lll&te bu4d¥ vhcB. JobllaOA !Ia4 u4e 

head of the A1Mr1catl Lesion att.- h1a, who 8_ to do ar:xy 41.rty 

work that Johnson 41dD't 'IfIIDt to do. I th1Dk he ha4 cJDue the, -

.... thtDS tor JOhDaOD 1n hi. l&v pract1ce. Be was sort or a 

pereODal senant whea, over ft'eI'Tbod;y'. ob.1ect1om, Johllllon ma4e 

Assistant SecretU7 ~ Dlteuse when the 19'f.9 ameadlleDta came alaag 

creat11l& three Assistant Secretaries O't Det8D8.~ ~ ctidD. It take 

it. It was siva to Dw.1 Qritt1th. lie!leTeZ' ~ ~ioned u 

otber tl:8n & persODal trouble.hooter: Go out &DCl make & speecb to 

the Urc:lon,. take care ot tlda, aameboq'a conat.1tuent 1& cry1%1&' 

Gr1ft'1th never 1'tmctioned as an Aaa1atarrt Secretary or De:tense 

&D4 kDev tbat he cJ1dn't. A rol¥-polT,. pleasant -.n. I d1d1l't 

mow D1Ch about h:1.m. B'e was like IQu Beatzov. General Renf100w 

was there On much the same baais. Lou Reatrow was IIIOre the 

court jeater, I would atq. 

COlm'r.r: I suess Oll:q was replaced bT the tr1\l11lV1ra.te -- BlrDa, 

Leam:l tzer aDd. Halab;r OIl his ISl side. 

ccmmT: Jolmson d1c!D't l1ke hila I pther. 

LEVA: JolmaOD was terr1bl7 auspicioUs ot him. Be Aid, "Get tbat 

A-nob out of here." I caD ~e1' 'that . 

.. 
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IZtA: I CaD reaaeaber tbat! Halab,y va. r.tbue.e b;r 4 .. cct. I 

1&'VeCl 1Jalab,r' 8 job 011 more tb&D ODe OCcaaiOD b7 telling JohIlaon • 

he was a bri1l1ant laver, wb1ch be vas. He got in over h:l.. 

4~ at Pan American later, but that'. a eeparate.8ubJect. 

lfalab,y vaa a good IUd e:l'teat1ve fellow at the FeDtaaon. JoJmaon 

4idD't trust h:l.lIl. He didn't trust ~~ f'raal the Middle last 

much. 

COJmIT: lJalab,y left and theD he came back a little later. 

LEVA: General:amm is a peculiar tisure. He was certa1uq 

over the bill and teo 014 to do 8I:\Y"thiJl8 etfeet1ve, but Johnson 

11.teDed. to h1a and that wu Yer7 1.mportant. 

REAltmIl'f: He used. B1rns quite a bit, didn't he? 

LEVA: Yea, he vas 1Japort&Dt in tbat he would not have Ustened 

to a Lem::d.tzer. but, when a Leam1tzer briefed a Dlrna, 1t was tiue. 

CONDIT: LeIm1tzer 1s ~ bitter, I think, about Jolmaon. 

LEVA: Well, I.- bI.a 80 m&Z\Y' th1Jl88 to be bitter about. I usUile 

h.'. bitter about ~ too. 'l'hat coae. later. I'. fOZJ4 or 

LaD, alw;ya wu. z.tr good vUe, who'. & doctor, beged. r.- DOt to 

tab Jlap tra1n1nc. Be was al1Dost 50 when he took pe.ftchute 

traiD1q. Sb1rle;r said, "You )mow, 70U tall, sleDder ~s, fI as .. 

1." 
r 
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he th .. vaa, "JOU Ire &01118 to hurt 10\11' back &D4 80 fQrth. II 

at course, he sud, "In order to set &bea4 in the ArIIII, thia you've 

sot to do. It lIe vu • &OOd rneD4 ot ours. I don't aee h1a tbat. 

otten, but t stiU reprd h1m &8 a lOod :t.r:leD4. 

LEVA: AD4 I la10v he's bitter. I'll wamer1ua, e%ClJ8e me. 

Bov 1IU l1a1aoza eatabl1lhecl with the White Bouse, to SO to ,.our 

f":I.rst ques't1on. I cl1c1D't think tb&t it was that orpDised, 70U 

bow. If' t __ was • speech to be vz1.tten, Forrestal did DDt l1ke 

to a1 t around that CAbinet table when speechea were be1JlC written. 

I wuU: U8~ go OYer, rla1culoua .s that ~ now aeal, &D4 I 

would be the De:rer:use De~ repNsentat1ve. Wb11e we were 

certaiDl¥ not on a cca.parable footi.Da, Mr. AcheaOD would COIle 

repreaeutina biDtaelt, and he _a the State Depa:rtIIent representative. 

Charlie Roas, who was then hancU1ng public rele.t10118 at the White 

House woul.4 be there J Cla:rk Cll.f:tord, assisted by Charlie ~, 

later succeeded. b;v Cbarlie ~J &Del there VOUld be quite a 

te&ll aroU11cl the table. The ~t. Houae didn't sq to seDd MIu".E 

Leva, God lmow8; 70\1 lmcnr, Porreatal ... t Marx Lava on tbat. On 

N'at1ODal Secur.lt;y 001mc11 matters or what DOt, he sent Jack ~, 

&c~n'J e4 OD scae occaa101U1 117 Dd.11 tary J not accc:npt.n1 eel 011 others. 

AzIT 1'1rat-haDd rela't1onahi:p or l1a1aOD 'WaS between FolTestal aDd 

Truman or IPorreatal aa4 Cl.1ft0l'd. • 
.. 
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ID the ~ _., J'On'eatal &D4 C11t'toI'd "... ~ close. 

I DSnr 414 kDov, Mr. CUf:tO:rd WEIll one f'loar &bOte _ at ., law 

o:t1'1ce IUd alao one ~ • tr1eD4e, whether Clart .. ODe at 'the 

cabal that :t.l~ BOt 10rreatal or whether be ~ sot luto it at 

the last atnute, OD the 8I'OUDdB that J'arrutal r. health had 

deteriorated aDd he CO\Il.4n't be pend.tte4 to atq in o:rt1ce. !here 

were two quite 41ttereDt srouJI&. I woul.4 haft ... vith the .eccm4, 
I voul4 not haft screed. vith the first. JUst to CO back to spec1ftc., 

the :t1rst, II. lure waa conetaDtly dripp1:ag potson; "P'orreatal. ~ 

wurtec1 D1infe,y elected in 1.9118; he's brteftDl Dney"; &ad 80 fortb. 

JCr OWD 1md.erBtllnd1ns ot that ".. that -11' .,1 aot it 88C0D4-

bazd f:rQa J'orJ:'e.tal. -- Mr. '.1'rmIaz1 told J'orreatal aDd JIu:oahall, who 

vas tha Secretar;r of state, "I cloD't expect 70U to get into the 

pollt:lcal caprtp, itls C01ns to set nasty. I 40 G.lM'C't ;you to 

d~end the caaduct ot the a4m1D1I"trat1ol1 t't the Repu.bliC&D8 or the 

Republ.ican cand1d&tea attack toreign pollcy or .t.tack de1'ense 

pol1q." That didn't reaJ.:b" happen) so lI'O:rre8't&l aJId Marshall 

did DDt get into the CAlllP'-'P. I think that Forreatal aekecl Truman's 

permisa10n to bave Dew. bri~e4 011 tore1p pollcy aDd bad that 

pem1.sion. I tb:1ak 011 ODe OCcasiOD J'orrestal. briefed Deve;y'. It 

voul4 be 8U't"Pl"1l11ns if' he hadn't. TheT tnew e&ch other 1n Hew 

York, aDd. so f'orth. '.l'b1a save emlm1.t1OD for those who wante4 

.' to sq, "You. kDov, he'l real.q on the other aide." 

J'orrestal. was .. pre't't7 atrans DeIIOcrat. He woW4D't han 

beau down here it he ha4n't be-I he left Wall. Stnet 1n 1939 

16 
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or l~ to c'f!Iae &nm here. .. .. tbe 8011 at Ir18h u.tjp"&llta J be 

... & atzoaa ~C2'&t iu hi. JMlf'8cmal. nne J he .. nrq Uberal 

~ the t1mH, certa1DlT 'tor ac.aol28 who had been in the ftll&JlC1al 

co·nniV; he had vorkec1 bis 1181" through ~ aD4 &i.nceton. 

I tbauPt thi. (coasip) _s & lot O't IIIal.&zby and I sort o't 1auche4 

Pnai4ential c&Il41date I 8 -.r daT by 4&7 throuabout & hotlT coutested 

J)Ollt1cal curpL1gD wMch almost no~ :felt the President would 

win. I certai~ dian't tb:1nk held win it, &ad. I don't th1Dk 

-.zIT pIOple tid. lbt I think tlIat people U"Olm4 ~, I 

can't..,. whlch people -- Matt Ocmnel~ I thiDk vas OIle, John 

at-han vas probably another .- were pa.rt ~ a cabal. I'd 

11ke to believe that CU:r.tard aDd lolJrp1Q", who were 117 points O't 

cootact, were nat part ot it, lntt who knows. There vas obri~ 

a cab&1., &8 White House cabals set aet up, which "... out to set 

1"1el or Forreat&l.. Nov were they out to get 1"1d of Forrestal in 

order to set 1n JohnsOD, who vas :ra1a1nc money for the cllllQ:)&1snf 

I don't know. JohD.acID &lW8¥8 dented that, &I1c1 he wrote me & 10ns 

letter, which I'll fish out acawhere it you want tt, afterwarda 

dftlViJl8 be had &~hinc to 40 vi th the departure of ForreataJ.. 

BBABna: I sena. in l'M41nc ao.e o't the docUII8nta that the feeling 

in the Wb1 te BOua. vu that POrreat&l ba4 l.oat control. O't tbe 

JII1Ut&r7. wu there &a¥ 1D41cation to you tbat tlUa 1IU the line 

11 
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LBVA: 10. I 'WOUl4 think that voul4 be &11 excuse, but·I nenr ... 

th&t. You a .. , I .... nenr aware that J'Orreatal ".. ill 1m'til tbe 

"81:'1 end. I wu aware that he vu tired, he wu exhausted. When 

be lett ctfice, be broke. 'l'bat I coul.4 see. 11' we had a piece of 

~per like this -- live used this illustration batore -- and we 

vere lOins up be1'ore a Coqreaa1onal cOlJlll1ttee, which wu a very 

M, pert ~ my role with him, aDd he wu S01na OYer the queationa 

to rena., he Id.iht do it in five IId.nutea; but 1n the lut three 

JIOIrtha, he III1Sht do it 1n thirty lllinutea or aD hour and. lIOuld 

tortve b1mselt on vhether a word shoul4 be "new" or "atti tude. It 

I felt that was .. re1'iection of exllauat1on. I bad no experience with 

probl.ema o:t lIeutal heal.thJ . I 414 not realize the thin line between 

exhaustion and depl"esa1on. 

COImIT: lIbat did your vite sq'! 

LEVA: I didn't teU her about it. I didn't lIIieD'tion it. 

ComxtT: She d1dn' t notice it when she aav h1lIl1 

LEVA: We 41dn1 t aee hiD that otten. We had dizmer at the Forrest&! hauH 

oeauionaUi, but I c!on'tthinlt in the lut 4aya ve h&4 cUnner IIlUch. 

He CUI8 by our li ttl. bouse in Clnel&Dd Park CD one occaaiOD I 

remeaber. We uted h1a tor a d1nDer ve were hanna, ib1ch •• 

juat .. ...u cI1nuer lIUt7, and be vrote .. 11 ttle note 8~D&1 
\ 
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"Qua. I cau ~ coctta1la 'but DOt ~ 41111181"7" S. ~ cUe't 

uu aOCial ellp88l8nta &lid. he l'8.D in aDd he l'&1l out. !'bt whole 

ne1P'bOZ'h004 vaa buszi. about tho.e u...owa1nH out 'front J I don't 

lmow where el,. he &D4 M. &1d .. were S01 ... , &D4 "bat nat. It( 

vite vas .,.,. tond Of P'Or:reIltal.. at course, the t8ll14 a1 tuat10n 

waa a ~; that's DO 1t_ot Dna. I CUe.8 the laat t1M ". 

bad cUzmer at the house, Mrs. Forresta1 was eztnDelT drw:Ik, which 

WU Dot umque. It.. Just a lIHS. 

COl9Dr.L':. 'l'h&'" S real.l.7 too bad. One Of the quearti.onl on this »age 

1ntr1pe8 me: .,.. J'arre.tal act~ a8ke4 b.1 TruIan to retire! 

Do 10U know the anaver to tha.t f 

LlVA: I tb1l:Jk at the end, 78.. I think, on the 8l"OWJ4a or 

Trum&D' 8 rationale in hi s own book, that ForrestaJ.'., he&l.th had 

4eterlorate4, and 10 torth. Thi8 18 pure17 speculative, but 1Il!/ 

own idea about 1t was not that, but aautb11l8 else wblch came out 

a little, I suppose, 1n discusB1OI18 w1th lAu:I.. Jolmson about tun4 

raisins. IDu1s Jobson de8perate17 wanted to rehabilitate b1maelt in 

Id.a <NIl 8788. When I 88¥ rehab1l1tate, 1t shoul4 be reatlDberecl tbat 

he bad been a ver,y luceeaa:tul lawyer in Clarksburg, We8t V1rl1n1a, 

wbleh 1s where he first practiced. nan be found that'.,.t thillS_ 

in the ltate 'ftl'e dOne 1n the state cap! tal. at a.rleetoa, he 

opened an attice in Char1e8toD a.nc1 was 1 ... l1le17 8ucc.a~ there. 

Then when he could. operate in a broader sphere, he opened an offl.ce 

19 
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in W •• h1DCton. Ria tiJ'II DOW hu otticel in Clarbbura, Cbu'leatoD" 

&D4 lIUIb112(1tcm, ft'I:Y &004 omeu. lCr lOIl-ln-law 1 •• paI"tDer in tbe 

iuh:lapon ot:r1ce. JobDaoD.".. talktDl about. fIm4. ra1.111a. 1IO~ 

would 81 .... JIOD.,. to the ~o:rat. In 19118 &Dl I wu clubloua about 

8C111a ot bil tactio. in Cetti. JIODe,Y' ~~ the Iaocra'ta, but it .. 

& c1eaperate CMI181 sa and there was no ".,. to set .em.. 'l'ruIaD 

had app&rentq askeel n81'Ybod7 UDder the 81Ul to raise IIIID!l8J' al'ld 

nobocJT YOU14, &Del Louis &aid that he voul4. I th1Dk, he aa14 he 

woul4 proy1ded he "... sJ,ven hi. choice of 8ZI7 oab1net job. lfov 

noboClT told _ that 1n haec verba.. 

LlVA: You baft to ~, not with Lcru1a Johnson It lIOul4n't, 

because he'd cail. a spade a damn shewel •. You have to rellllellber 

tbat Loui8 Johneon 'bad been AaliataDt Secretar.r of War -when wooar1Dg 

".. Secretary or War. You haTe to r...-ber tbat the;v' got into a 

terrible :tight and tbat a008enlt fired th. both. Johnson was 

lookl. for what ". resard &8 rehab1ll tat1on. Ba.nll8 been fired as 

As8:1a'tazrt Secretar.r of War, rehabil1tation OOD81ate4 of the top jo~ in 

tbat CCIIIIPlez. Wbere&a he ooul.ct h&ve been Sllcret&r7 of the 'l."rea8UrT 

or Attorn.,. General or vbat not, he !!!! to be Secretar.r of Defense, 

80 as to bave rebab1l1tatloD in hi8 own Dlin4. I th:1Dk that a.:f'ter 

the election, TruIIIaD ukec! him, "What job do you want t" AD4 I 

th1l:lk tllat bad aaaethinc to do· with our cool reception clOWD in 
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lOIy w..t Wore ,.. mew &IIF ~ thl., .." two web after the 

el.ection. LeNi. bad ea14, "I want the D8t8ll8e Job, II aDIl '.l'J:'uIan 

bad aaiel, ''Well, that tUM. little 40111&, let _ work OIl it. It _ 

Be couldD' t "work OD 1 tit b.r the tiM ot tl:le 1D&upratloD, aDd it. 

came a couple ~ .ontha later. That' a .,. own interpretatloD, aDd 

I have notb:lllc to SO on except cut reaet10n to th1Dp I saVe 

CONDI'l': JJov d1d 1011 react to Jolmaon'a tirinc, wb1ch vaa aort of 

trasic 1n a ~f 

LlVA: It !lad been cCIId.Dg tor a lons t1., )"OU lmow. 

COMIIT: JUt I believe that be bad lived with it 1'01: 80 10ns that 

he was DO lonser expecting 110. 

LEVA: I don't Jmov how I reacted to It. I canlt tell you bow I 

telt at the time. We were in the m4at at a war BD4 everytbillC 

wu a.c1dreaaed to tbat. With his tlr:l.q, Marahall became Secretary 

aDd lbb Lovett, whca I knew well because of Forreat&l, became 

IleputJ' Sacreta.r,r. )Cr great contact then W&8 Lcwett rather thaD 

Maraball, who rea1l.7 lett the rwmlJJ6 ~ the Department to Lovett. 

I don't know hov I reacted, I JDI¥ baTe telt that 1 t wu a peraOD&l 

tnaeq but one tbat vu ~ O'f'el'4ue by that t1me. 

COlImT: rou've apreaaeel )"OUr adld.ration tor Lovett. Do l"OU 

feel that he moved the DapartmeDt of De:tenae b&c.k 1nto the 8UI8 

"sroove" tlIat Forre81;al. wou14 bave l1ke4f 

21 
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L1:vA~ See rq book reriew~ See 1\7' book miew ot 'l'be !'orreat&l 

D1ar1es in The :Rev York Time. in 1951 in vb1ch I 1&14 that Loyett 

carried on J'orreetal' s policies, and BO forth. I ~ mow that 

because I was rerea41D8 it just last week 'for a purpoae. I1' I 

can ftDCl a coW, I'll set you a co.w. I tblnk that Lcwe'tt' s 

thinkS Ill"" eaaeutl~ IJU'8l.lel to J'orrutal' 8. Lonrtt ba4 been 

Aa818'taDt Secretar;T ~ War tor Aiz, 80 that he c114n't haTe the 

.vy v.tevpo1Dt, but he 41d haTe the v1ewpo1zrt o'f! a relatively 

8JIal.l. ct!Il'tral orpniz&tiOD w1 th del.eaa,tioD at op81"&t1oDS to AnIT, 

lIfavy, aDd Air Force. I dOn't know 11' tl:at vas ever really obta:1m.ble, 

but that vas vhatth87 were tl71Ds to 40. Forreatal's problem vas 

that he bad no ul14er 8ecretar7, DO assistant secret&17, aDd he vas 

tr;r1zIa to e&rlT tmt out. He waa hoist by his CMl petard, the 

cc::ap;oOll1se tbat .. r884. Lovett wu not that restricted; he bad 

BaDe people. 

You as& Ybat vere the rel&t1onahiJ)s &IIlO!l8 the speai.al 

.. aiatalrts. It Jack c:Jhq d:1c1D't cUs out a piece ot paper tor 70\1, 

he shoul.4 baTe, beeau.e I don't have it. I drafted 1t and we 

reaz.a:rtecl it, a.ud it 4efined the work at the three special. assistante: 

lAmt. ror lepl au4 1es1alatlve, Mc:lfe11 tor 'budget&r.r aDd tlscal 

control, 0hl7 tor National Secur1t;r CoUl1C11 and NatioD&l. Secur1t7 

Resources lbard &lid 8Y8lTtlWls" else. lbt tbere wa. a tourth 
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~ tlBt 1&14 that all three speW uaiatuta were euppoaed 

to be ut1l1V 1Df1el4ers in efteat, UI4 ~ was aup:poeecl to 

lmow Ybat ".. soiDe on so that the;r cDUld back each other up. ADd 

we 414. W. ha4 a much brca4er oharter, I think, tban aIll'bodJ' since. 

W. cOftl'ed the tota1.1t7. 

C01lmT: I pther that you varked well topthar; you ...... DOt oDly 

fr1eJJd4 but ;you vere •••• 

LlIV'A: Very. w. vve alwap tosef;her, at the ottice &DC! aWl'. 

It MaB.il bad a buaaetar.Y _tter be wanted to diSCUS8, he COUld. 

Oalle to me or to J&ck and we woul4 b. 8amcUng boards. It I vanted 

to lmov vhether or not I should SO to Ocm&re88IIaD Z1l.ch, I could 

SO to Mclfeil., who lmev the· COngra8, &ad talk to h1IIl. We -worked 
terr1b~ cloael¥, which V&8 a sreat l'r1v1lece, reall¥. It worked, 

it worked at tbat point. 

COtmrl: Tell lie a 11 ttl. b1 t about Ma.:rshall'. personaU tT. nt4 

JOU have aucb to do with h1lIl' 

LEVA: l'fot IlUc:h. I was Assistant SecrI!rt&l7 ot Defense. I 8uppose 

the closest I ever worked with Marsball was 'ilhen he told me he wanted 

Alma Roaenbera to be Assistant secretary ~ Datenae. I bad never 

met her. Be &1l't1c1patec1 ecae probl.ema in the c:cmcre.. aid woul4 

I barJdl. the aontirmation! I worked ver'T c1e8eq vit!a Jlarahall on 

that. I worked closel7 eD01JCh to tell him, wIleD we cUd run into 
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;probl~, tbat 1" r-.u,- 41c11l't help "I'CT much fQJ" OM .Jew1ah 

Aadatut Searetart to be. up there trJiaa to set the JKII1ratioD at 

another Jewish Aaa1ataDt Secretaq throusb; ao I .. ao1IJ8. to ban 

• then J)ep1tT GeDel'al ():Nuel lPe11:x t..rJd.D, & aoo4 catholic "lID 18 

W!31ch he cUd yery br1U1aDt~, 8Jl4 vh1ch he .. better equ1ppecl to 

do than I vas. You DOW, there were prabl... You've got to have 

& re&8ODable HD81t1..,1:ty to tb11 sort of JIl'O'bls, tba't'. all. I 

wouldJa't expect GeDeral HarsJall to UD4erataD4 tbat, ree.ll7, but 

he accepted .",. new tJJat tb1a was not sc.eth1aa tbat I 8houl4. be iu 

the b"oDt row 011. a.erlll Mlnb&ll, I am aure, was & poea.t aDd. 

JII8&I11f'1CeD.'t f'1aun. I tb1nt he was & bit over-tbe-htU 'b7 the 

t1me I :mew hia. I 41d DOt th1nk he vas a :torcetul Secretar.Y of 

Def'eJ1se. Be certai~ was ~orcetul when it came to :t1r1D8 MI.cArthur. 

COlUlIT: He 11&8 torcetul? 

L'BVA: Yea, I tbtnk so. Ha4 he beaD OIl the other side, TruaA woul4 

have l1atenecl. Of' course, he bad Bra4lq b.r then aDl. he bad the 

Cl11eta. '!'he Chid. were scared to 4e&th. Trumaza vas straDa &8 

horaera4:1eh~ 80 all tbat Mars1lal.l ba4to 'be was stroug in support; 

of TruDm. I'. not; ~na tbat Ma.rshall took the 18&4. OIl IIDst 

t.bissp be cl14u't taD 1IUCh of & staid, be lett it to Lovett. 

COlIDIT: WOUl4 10'1 ..., tm.t be1DC the :tl'Ozrt mall :tor ~ in 

the P&r !&at ~. aft~ 11&8 ODe o~ Marshall'. -Jor 

colltr1but1oDa f 
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UNA: I n.ipe4 ill IIu'ch 1951, etfect1.,. ... 1. Oacal az..ball 

alked. _ to .~ 011 to baDdle 'tho ••. hear1J2p. Imett aPed me. 

I aa14, "I c ... here tar one~, I have been bere tor J1ear~ • 

fiv., aDd. I g1v. J'OU Fel1z LarJd.n, who 18 h1l7 capable. I'. settill8 

out.~ I alaO h&cl CCIIII1tmeDtI to th1s law:t1rm.. I sot out. I don't 

bow .. JIIUCh about thO.e h-.r1Dg8 as I shOul4. 

COlmLT: Wbat about Marshall (tI~tlt) carter aDd his opera:t1onf 

ApJI8.rent17 that was "'Iery coutrcvers:l.al. 

LlNA: I don't lmov. PAt Carter came ill as Oeaeral Mar.hall' 8 aide 

and. much J*)re thaD that, &n4 I th1llk he ateDed on a lot at toes, 

1nc1u4:1na Dd.ne, I sueS8. 

COllDI!r: Yours too! I' v. b-.zod that be stepped on MeBell' a. 

LBY'A: He stepped 011 McNeil's and stepped 011 JJalaby' 8 &Del whoever 

el8e was there. Halab,y ~ have been gone by then, I cloD't mow. 
Pat is a per SOIl vbo acqu:lrea autha:r1t,' unto b1m8elf. Once I 

vt81 ted b:1a out at !faA when he 'AS the head at lfSA. I sather that 

Pat bacl taken over most of the authority at the deputles. Whereas 

the Adm:Lral who hacl}1l'ece4ed b1Ja had. bad O}Ieratiua deputies, J10W 

there va. o~ Fat. Wh1l.e tllat teD4enc;r 'W&8 goad tor General. 

!erahall because that'. what he If'B,Itted, a tellow at h18 l'iSlzt 

baIl4 who could taU h1lIl .,ctthiD8, I'll DOt at all .ure that it 

was &OOd for Pat QJ.rte.r because he made enl!ll1e.. Hew JlUCh Of '. 
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that .... bl. 0WIl 40q &lid. how IIUOh becauae he "... ~ out 

Mlnhall'. b1dd1IJ8,Itm real.4t ....,. vacue em tbat. 

(Xll'll!'l': A;re 1011 at all. aV&l'e ot bi. v181t to BerDU'd Birucb1 

LBV'A.: I '.pne that evezoy'tlod¥ v.l.1I1tec! Baruch. I'.llot aware o:t 

that. 8u"Uch W&8 a sree.t tr1en4 .01 Eberatadt' s. There.. aD 

awf'UJ. lot ~ visiting over the years back aDd .fOrth. Where c11d 

he SO, up to lin York! You want to bow how c114 he ree.l.l7 pt 

rid at all these people? I'll DOt aware. 

CONDIT: 1'10, Carter went up 011 &11 ent1req c11fterent _tter tor 

General Marahall.. I W8 Just woncle:r:l.I18 it be c11scuasec1 this wi tb 

70U at aU. It vas concerD11J8 Ml.rshall· 8 future teat1mO!JJ' at 

eonsre8 •• 

LEV'A.: :No. I once vanted to &0 to see Mr. lm'uch for Mr. Forreatal 

when the W&all:1zston T1ae. Herald came OD the market, aDd I tllO\Jght 

Mt-. Ferrestal. should bu;r it with a tew tim.nc1&l friends. He 

voul.4D·t let .. do that. Would have saved his 111'e, 'bJ' the wq. 

CONDIT: IfQv do 70U feel. about; Hazory S. 'l'r'uIBD &JJd work1q for biJa! 

LEVA: I 11ked h:1a vezy much. The onq m:1ag1v:1.DfJ I haft is that 

he bel18Ye4 the people who were telUllS h1a Ue. about 7orreatal. 

I just don't bow how cQDIIIJ'Klable that .. , but the .1~b ~ a 

President 1s a Ter, cUtt1cult job. I gues. he va8 gett11l8 the same 
... . 

Bort o:t ~nca about people who cl1dn't, like the Seereta.r,y ~ the 

IDter1Ol" arid • • • • 
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COlfl:II!I': Tell .. a Uttle b:tt more about h1a. ~t'. :tDtereat:lna. 

LBVA: <h, vbat I meaD 'b)" '''nlat was a atn.I:Iae one"f .All that I 

meaD 1s that the 1I6tr1c1a.u son at aD l!lXlacopal. bishOp and lTarr.Y' 8. 

Tru-.D were a very lml1ke~ Mutt and Jeff combination. ll1t it 

...arke4. In part, it 1fQl"bd because I th:1JJk AcheSOIl :te1t very 

dMPlT that the PndcleDt wu r:c-nc1er 111 C!d.et' aDd. the President 

vas 111 cJ:I8.rse ~ :to:re1.p pol1c;r, &Dl he never tried to tn-sa, aDd 

'J.IruaD lmew that. So I th1* that worked V8'r7 well. 

COl9DtT: Well, Acbe8OZl ' a 0DlT BtreDgtih waa B'a.1"r7 8. TruaaDJ he 

d:f.4Il't bave'much ehaDce to bT.Pua h:lm, I doD't tld.Dk. 

LBVA: lIeU, he nent' tried, he J:lfte1" tried. 

COItDIT: nLel 70rrestal ever try? 

LBV'A: lfo, but he vas up to 'b:fpass1nc the State Department. 

CO~~ I .ee. So in a V8¥ • • •• Do 70U think it -.4e TruIan 

nenoua that :rorreatal ha4 such a b18 vision at the roles o:t lfSC­

ISRB-]))1)1 

LBV'A: I c!on't think ao. I Dever saw &10' 1D41cat1oa.a. lie cttdD't 

rep.r4 b:lm u a DaD 011 ~ •• back. I c1oll't thlDk. 
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I tb:l.Dk I 1Daor;porate4 til ODe 01' aaothIIr of tbeae 1Dten1en 

a me.anzdma that Forrestal had _ I .. to Cl1ft0l'Cl vJd.le he vas 

aUll Secl'8'tar7 of the lfav. You talk about J1"W8Iltll1C World war 

III. I8D't tba.t ill one or the iDterrien' 

BEARID: Yea. 

LEVA: I think that wu Forre.tal' s aJl4 not Jld.ne •• wheD we say 

bY,pe.asiJJ8. Forrestal said, "fou' 4 better seD4 it to Cl1:t:t0Z'd; the 

Secreta.17 o~ the lin7 doe8D't write to the PNat4eDt; about tONip 1'011q." 

The ~,l"at IJraft ba4 been p~ for selldiD8 to TruIIIaD; 80 I .eDt 1 t to 

ClJ.fi'o1'd, but 1 t 'WU clear17 P'orreetal' IS • Tbat"... sort ~ a bl.ue-

pr:1Jrt. Not a bad blueprint cer1:a.1Jll7 ~or the tiM, but it 

antlclp.tacl the M&ral'la1l. Pl&11 and 1 ts object vas the prevention ot 

World War III. I think tllat va. the overridins thins. Ferrestal 
. . . 

bad been a mval &Tiator dur1na Wor1d -.r I; be bad bu1.1t the .'97 

as UDder Secreta.r,r in World war II: then he had been SecretalT ot 

the 118;'7. Then he was Secretary or Defense aDd. the overrid1Dg tb:lns 

..... : Hw do we keep thi. 1'raD hap:pen1oa apin1 

OOBlXIT: '!'hat's a rather noble concept. 

LEVA: others woul4 B8¥ the overr1dinc concept .. : HDv do ve 

keep the ItussilUl8 :trara mareb:l.1l8 to tbe Cbamlel f 'l'bat._ the __ 

thine-

REAlttBI: That JIIII'JIIOyou're talJ.dD8 abOut empbaslzecl the econam:lc 

aspects. 
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LBVA: JlIch.-on tJJu ~ WeJ that .. all ecoarad.o. TJat 

w.a & ~orerwmer ot the Marshall Plan. 'l'l1e 8&4 tNth, 'Wb1ch I 

shOul.4D't .. , 18 tbat General Mll.nhall wu dragged, Jd.ald.nc &JJd 

sCl"-..112g, to eapouae the Ma.rah&ll Plau. We better ell4 on that. 

- .JQe 14, 1911 -

CORDI'l': OIul;you tell 1118 aDl"th1as about }'OUr 8ucceaaor, DI.D1el 

UWA: I ha4 two successors. J'el1x Iarld.n lNCCeecled me as Ceneral 

OOuDael aDC1 DaD ~ succeeclecl me as Ass1staut Sec1'eta.1:7' ~ 

Detenee. OeDeral ~sball had met DaD m.rda1n the course o~ 

his work w1th the Red Cross aDd rq recollection 18 u..t Qeaer&l 

Ma.rs!lal.l asked Alma Roslmbers ODe 41¥ J t'Wbo va8 tbat mee JOUDS 

:rellow trc:a JIorth ClLroUna we:met ¥beD we vere dow there 1" JIe 

proceeded, I t.h1nk, to -.ke & ver,r 8erious 1I18take, because he 

should bave made 1"el1z Larld.D the Asa1sta.nt Secreta.l7. Be didn't, 

wb1ch. rea~ted rather ahort~ in Felix's dept:1"ture. FeUx baA been 

there f'raI1 the bes1DD1I2C, in 1941, almost trail. the bec1DD1DS, ana 

woulc1 haTe beeu & very &oocl person, both tor the l.eS1sl&U va aDd 

the 1ega.l. job. Serious &8 .. the ai.take ~ namins DaD lMvarda 

:trc:a all I 1&ter he&r4, even more serious vas the m:1.atake or letU. 

hl1x t&rldn go. I do not mow ~. about Ian 1itvarda; I 

;prObab~ met him once. 

'. 
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LWAl I ba4110t JmCND Cbarl1e Ooo11dp) but I 11ft lda aD4 l1ke4 

h:lJI '98l'111UOh au4 thouPt be wu terr1~ ettect1ft. 1Je .... 

ef'tect1Ye .. ImI lilII.va1'd.8 VU 1Mftect1ve. 'l'heI' ha4 YfI1:7 800Il to 

.eZ14 Dul BIlvarda ott to a Job 11l Par1.~ I bel1eye. He 414 DDt -

·lut YfIl7 lema. 

COBmT: III fact, 1t WOZT':I.es me tllat the,r sent h:1a to )fATa. I 

this that t S where tlJeT seD4 & lot ~. people who • • • • 

LEVA: 'l'hey mlcht well have 40ne so. I d1dn't aee hill when I 

waa oYer there. I was at !lATO & year or so later v1s1t1na GeuenJ. 

PerBOIlS aDd· General Crueuther, but I DeVer saw DIm EIlwar4a. Be was 

sent azul was lost without a trace. 

COiDI'f: He lett. He didn't stq because he collided. w1th IJarr1an 

aDd. 1 t vas & srave;varcl. 

LEVA: Tbat I d1d DOt lmov. tots at people have collided with 

Averell Har.r1an, to their sorrow, I tb1J2k. I was not one o~ 

th_. I've al..,.. sot alorJa vray weU with h1a. A'ftl'eU asked 

.. to be h:ls General OouDael when he becaae head at the tore1111 

&14 p.rogram aDC1 I told b1a I coul.cJn't do that. I bad with d1tt1cult7 
1 . 

-.mcecI to iet out cd the sover-ent aDd. I couldD't SO back ill. 

CCllIlmI!: I th:l.zt.1t 70U "... luclq'. You Jmov, cODCC'DiDl:peraoDal 

relat10Dllhipa with k., people, I was 1ICnde:riDg how u,- Balllh stohl 

"... Be"... aD 014 timer ~ ft8I1' t he f 
, 
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ac .... 1 ... ,. fiDe perlODD8l. maD u4 an a4m1zrtstraUve aD, bat I 

4oD't tblDk he attectec1 poll. 1D aa.Y wa;r. .He wu, vllat 40 't1:le 

Rua.1ua s., aD ap.ratch1k. 

COIJlI'r: Ye., aDd 70U 8&111 acaeth1DC ab01rt; GeDIrn1 McBanl87 aD4 

the Rational Deteue ~ CCIIIId.ttee. 

LJVA: YOl1 ukecl lie about 1t! I 41411't r __ ber the National. 

])e1'euae Ml.Dacem.ent CGaI1 ttee. I rerasabere4 hi. role in cODneCt10D 

vith the budcet. 

COlmI'r: I ban hints that Ma1fe1l sort o~ scooped. up that cclllld.ttee 

by lelld1na bi. pereoDDel. to 1 t. There was acae tal.k that 1 t voul4 

COllIe back tato the Ccaptroller' s ott1ce. 

LEVA: Hlpt well ba:ve been so. M:Ne11 "I1suaJ.1zed the 1.~9 

.-ncJmeDt. to the Ua1t1cat1on Act aa .. me&D8 at &gl"&DIU.ziJ28 the 

CCll,l)troller·. f'uDct10ns, and all at the reat at 1 t coul.4 be alo'u8becl 

ott. It d1dD r t viDd up that "rlq, but he cUd 'WOrk ve%7 a.crt1 'ftl¥ 

011 the H:tll... as 41d J'erd .... ta4t on the 1.~9 amendmenta .... to 

th1Dg to be done 1n the 1911-9 uencmeut., the buia had alreadiT beeD 

1&1d in 1¢1. Therefore, they aolltri.bute4 a b1t to the toot 

dracains, eapecia.l17 in the Jfau4l, on tbiDp like .. Cba:l~ "tor 
-

the JoiDt Cb1er. at St&tt aDd. other proria1.ou at the 1.9t9 
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DAJmII: llo you recall the 1hnta4.t Tut J'o.l"ae r I ~8tu4 

tbe7 lIa4 their otftaea in ·th. PeJrta&OD, 1.124 til., .... p.rt at the 

LlV'A ~ I think 70U t re tallcll'J8 about tM nrat Baoger CoaIlal1on 

aDd. the :R&t10Dal. seaun tT 'l'aak J'orce aba1re4 bT J'erd1n&Dd Eberrrtadt. 

'l!he,y were ~ e.ct1Te. D;entadt had done a studT, Cd courae, 

tor J'or.reatal before the 1911-1 Act. He d14 the 1911-9 st~, which I 

pea ... ban bee aubld.tte4 1D 19118, &ad. it cert&1Dl3" 1&14 a 

tOUDdat1ou ~or the 1911-9 Act. It .. aD 1ntereat1JJs srouP, aDd 

there were lota at 41aaeata wi tb:1D their re;po:t't. I doD't know 

it J'OU t ve 1"e84 their report; OI1e rd the thinss I meant to ausseat 

waa tlat you l'ea4 <a) the tirat Boo,er 00.1881011'8 report on 

natiOllal 8ecur1't7 aDd (b) the Task 1I'Orce report OD DatiODal. .ecur11;J'. 

RIABllII: The Taai J'o1'ce report 1. vo1urainoua J I tbiDk there are 

tour volume. to it. ADd their re~ll4at1oD8 are a little bit 

41ttenmt thaD what CUle out. 

LBVA: lot terr1b17 ditfereDt. 

RI!'.Al'UlEI: It • ....s. to _ that MoBe1l bad more in:tlU8JJC8. 

LBVA: I th1Dk he h_ JIIOl"e influence v1th the ma,1or1ty rd that 

cCllllll1ttee tbaD he 414 ntb..,., let U8 say, J'orre.t&l.'. 0WIl 

reconMD4a1:ioDa, vh:lch, are in the i"1rat Report rd tha- Secretu7 

ot DIrt ..... 

i I 
I 
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JUWU:IIII: Iut u.. ". touched, VfIq br:l~ &1: the tIII4, UJICIl the 

ManJ:lall Plaza, tbe OZ'1pu or the MarabaU Pl.aJ::l, u4 Jbn eetal l
• 

1mOl~. I'd l1ke to &0 lDto tbLt a little SIre. lorreatal 

vu ..,.". much 1n favor ot ecoDClld.c ua1stance to Burope. 

411'fered "fC'T _ter1alll' t:raa CIeDeral MlLr8l:Jal.l'. bactgroUDl, ar.d 

there .. therefore & c1iftereoce 1n empllaa1a. lllt Ma.raball became 

1utereated. 1n the ... tld.ap th&t l!'Orreatal bad beell 11l'tere8te4 

ill a.rllv. rorreatal sav all ot ll1rope frcII an ecoaca1a staD4-

l)01Dt, flat on 1ts back. He tel1: ve could nat aftord to 1.eave it 

so. 

RBA1UlI!:R: Atter the Mar.ball Plan was proposed and the lec1alat1011 

was be1D1 ctN.:rted aDd the flmcJ1DS of 1t was beirls 8tl1d1e4, "... 

there &lIT sense then w1th1JJ. the Plmtaaoll that the MaralBl1. Pl.&D 

voul4 be in aQ:IIJIet1 t10D tar JIODq' 

LBV'A: You meDt10ned. tat lut t1me. I have no recollection that 

there vu such a teel1Da, but then I bave no recollection tbat 

there vas not. I 40 !JOt bel:1ne that Forrelrtal. vould have t81t 

that it was cCllllpetlt1 .. , becaWie he 1'e1.t that we bacl to _ve 

ecoDtlll1c viabill ty or no one vu S01D8 to bave a clete .. e cIepartIIeut 

vortl\Y' at the nue. There JId.c1rt ".11 have been SCIIIe teeUDS amona 

the JId.l1 tar.r, I just doll t t recall. 

33 
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R&\RI1II: '!'be NC01'4 1s P'etV vell olear abeNt JW:Natal'. 
ataDl in faYOl' of the MarsbaU PlaD. 

tmrA: J'orrutal' s t~, I aueaa Ms eazol.:l.est test1JlDrJl' 011 • 

the Maraball Plau, was acme Of the III08t :povertuJ. teatUoJV' he 

ewer save. It 11&8 extremelT fine. 

RIARD.IR: Yea, I read that. You were very much iDTOlved with the 

lep.lat:1on. tor Ub:lveraal MlUta.tT Tr&1111nc (tOO). 

LEVA: Jack Obq JIIIOre than I. Jack o.tt:q vas involved in the 

fOnau.1at1oDJ I vas 1D'101'Ve4 ill trJ'1Dg to get it throusb the C'oI:lfP'U.o 

COIDIT: What yetU was tid. wheD you were involved? 

LBVA: 191i8-1949, I don't lmov. 

~A: '1'he Selective Berrice .. &D4. Training Act .~ 1948 WM ODe cxr .. t~ 

earlie.t lesislat1ve tb1ncs we did. We tried tor t1Diversal 

M:I.11tarT Tra1D1ag. ActualJ.T, we sot m.ore in tba1; 1es:lIlation tbaD 

I bad ez.pected that we vouJ.4 pt. We sot provisiou on "UD1versal 

tra1D1ag" vb1ch, 11' properly 1.apl.emeJrte4 • • • • There you bad 

the mill tar.r not vazrf;iD8 to apeDd .1IOn..,. on Un1 veraa.l: Ml11 tarT 

Tra1J:I1ag if t.,. could speD4 it 011 the reaular eatablla!aat. lbr I 

that ..... caapeti tiOl1. 

" 
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RBAlUB: 1I:nIl4 JOU ..,. that the A1'IQ' ".. 1\1Uwam totIU'd tbe 

lcle&f 

LlIVA: The,y pye 1 t lip aer'f1ce. 

COlIDl'!: ~ DOt Marahall. 

LEVA: 10, he .. DDt in the Az2V. 

1UWUD2f: Tbat'a r1glrt, he waa SODe 'tw' then. 

LlIIVA: lie was Secretar;y ~ state by the tiM we're t&1k1na about. 

COlmI'T: WbeD he aa. back &8 Secretary at Deteuae, he worked 

bard' tor UH1'. 

LEVA: He did &Del Alma Roaenberg 41d. art I voulcl Ba.J' tl:le Arfq 

aDd the va.r1oua c:b1efa of Sta.ft 414 not. E1aeDhove1" didn't 

g1ve it tbat much conaiclerat1on, I believe, OM W8:'/ or the other. 

The regular eatabl1sbm.ent was aloser to their hearts, let' a put 

it that wrq. !ear in JD:l.M JIll' recollection at thia 18 1"Uzq to 

llOZlex1ateDt; so I'. thinking vha.t I would think their position 

woulc1. bve been if I ha4 raa8l1bered what their pos! tiOD was. 

C01mI'!: Let'. SO OD 'tl'all that. can:you &8aeaa how MU'alIall 

1I8:r h&ve looka4 at h:1a t1M &8 SecretarT of De:renae t lie was an 

014 -.zl when be cae in, 10U said he va. put the ~, the 

Pr .. i4errt vaa pnah1na h1m. 
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--LBVA: To MIn1all,lt ... ~ 4utJ,r, aDOtbel" obllpt1on-. ~ 

- aaD4 h1a, the 0 tder in Cblet uke4 bia, &D4 tile U18RI'.,... ,.... 

com!': Wbat do :.you think be vaDte4 to aoCOlllP11sh vh:Ue he va. 
there' 

CONDIT: No obJect1 va. f 

L'IVA.: Perhaps he bad. the obJecti'ft ~ setting the lCDreaD war CMtr 

vJ.th a. qu1c:k:b' &8 he could, I 4Dn't lmov. He left the ~ 

~ the Ilepl.rtment to Lorett. I JII8&Jl 99 percent of the 1II&m8aent 

..... IDYett's. 

COIIDI'l': What vere Lovett'. obJectives? Dl.el he ever tonmlate 

thea in au;y 1i8Y t Tell anyone' 

LBVA: Jot to ... 

COlfDI'l': He ialV8¥8 .... 80 pr .... tic .. - let'. set the Job clone .... 

you boY. 

LEVA: He wu alva;y. prapatic. I think tba.t'. the beat word. tor 
1 

hila. 

COlIm'l': Blt then in 1952 after you bad lett, there'. a lot of 

irrternal. c:orreaponclence between him and Charlie COOU!Jae, your 

BUCC •• aor. 
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com'!': ID ODe lett .. CooUdp 8&78, ~ Lna and. I tb:lDk • 

Tb1. 1. late 1952. 

" • • • 

LlIWA: Well Cbarl:1. COOl1aae .. Tfrq alo.e to Lo9'ett, and I SaY 

& lot at a.rU. Ooo11cJae. I 414 not s .. a lot ~ taD lIl'Var4a, 

.a I Ba¥. Cbarl.1e Cool1cJse 1IU a soo4 bit older tbaD I vaa, which 

make. hill a ~_ y-.;t'8 older ttw.n aoct. Be vaa, ehou.14 1M 883, soh 

JIIOl"e _ture when be ... in tlw.t posl tiOD tbaD 8CIIU ot the rest f4 

ua. I don't ~ Jmow about Lovett'. Ob.1eot1"... On one occaaion, 

I lmov, he askeel _ to work with Charlie Cool1qe on a spe8eb 

IQntt ... P'rins. I ISDn't raaaa'ber &D7 concnn:e8. It.;y ban 

been & speech decl1aat1ns the J'Orreat&1 clUlP18 at Princeton, the 

COlUXIT: llld JOU set &Dy hint in 1952, toward the end ~ tbe 'l.'ruIan 

a4a1D1stration, that Lontt 4id a lot of look1na around at orsani_t1on, 

aDd that he ..... acldreas1na the question, Where have we goDe in 

UI'lincat1011f Where are _ IIt&D4:1ns nov? 

UNA: lot in wt:I contact.. I .tartec1 law practice 1n 1951 and I 

_an t t Nina too IIlUCb attention. 'l'tro thine.: I et&rted l&v 

l'1'8Ctice 1n 1951, aDd I 414 not handle &aT cu .. at the Pntaaon 
. . 

in 1951 .. 1952 and until the RepubUcane came in in 1953. I"... 

larpl.)r .tq1Dg a~ f'rOII the bu1l41na, deli beratel7. 
, 
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• 
COlmI'l': I aee u4 I caD ~:lat. tat; lnzt OD the other bald I 

ban to ... what 70U r ..... , wbat you 414. 

LI'IA: lbb ukecl _ to hel» OIl '9U'1ou tbinp, u4 bia wi:te Mele 

voul4 aq, "Gift a;,b .. ~, It arJ4 "bat notJ ao I helped when I 

waa ubcl. 

cotmr.r: Well, 10\1 baw, Lovett'. verr ret1cent wen now about. 

talk:l.ns &D4 he will not 88¥ what he thl_ he 414 well. He'n 0Dl¥ 

H¥, "Well, tbat'. tor the b:1etonau to decide." 

Iil'VA: Yee, but he ha4 a great HD8e of m->r, which waa OIle ~ bi • 

. sr-'!ieet .quaUtie •• Forreatal. didn't have a BeDSe of h18)1" aJld 

coul.c1D t t roU with the punche.. When l'eDDeq came in, I vrote 

to lbb and urgecl him to accept the entreaties, lfeDneq haYiDS 

oft'ere4 h1lII State, Defense, OJ' 'l'reaaury, aDythiag that he wanted. 

A Dice Of:ter. I told b1JIl he oqlrt to take 'l'rea8ury. Hanna 

aenect at state, hanna serve4 at re:tenee, that voul4 be a Diee 

1h1Z18 to vine! up. He wrote back tl'lat A4ele said that be should tell 

_ that I was a Idee 70WJC fellow -.. I va. not so YOUDg then -- but 

that he' 4 liven ODe kiclne;r to hi. cOUDtl"1· and shoul4 sa". the 

other one for hi. :tam:1lT. Ke turDe4 down the offer., 1n other 

vor4a. A remarkable man, real.lT reaarb.bl.e. 

I quoted h:l.za th1a JDOrD1z-s in a raeet1q. I wu in It ft'r7 

41tr1cult neaot1atloD and ther.e vas DO eartlll¥ W87 th!l thina was 

S01Zl8 to C!4. I s&14, "I'U Just. have to tell you vbat Mr. Lovett 
.. 

I 
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VW14 ..,. UDder tho. ooDd1't101la, ''1'0 hall. v1t1l the abM •• , let'~ . 
• 

cat out at the tnp.'''. He h..t eo aJV' apresl101l8 tbat .... 80 

aoo4. He'ftJ1t on a tr1~ ill World War nJ I "..nlt with ~ I bear4 

thia later trca others. Be n. trca OraD. to Al&len in • cOUterted. 

ballber, aa4 he aat in on. of 'the bUsters where the smmers aat. - A 

a.pant aat 111 the otber OIle. 1'heT were PlQiDC .ArMd pOre.a rad10 

aDd aa.e Jan mua1c1u c-. on, I dm!'t l'eJIiMlber wh:1ch one) JUII 1a 

0Ile 0'1 ~t I a aD7 hobbie.. He wel.. "!'hat' a X, be plqa the ben 

suopJaone in the c:owrtl7." '!'he aergaDt 81 tt1na aero •• hem IDfttt 

tor. Oft b:l.. -.rphones aDd ran up to the pilOt aDd aa1el, "J ... , he'a 

the -t1rat ~ t'roa WaahiD&ton who ha.t lmova u;ytbiDC about aJJ7tih:lawo n 

COlmlT: Dld you ba.'N u;y ~eel1118 that Jobuon ... -tor or asainat 

KATO aDd. the Mlllta.r,y ~ea. .. Ma18tanae PJoosra' 

LEVA: 1- think, Biven his c1rutbera, he vas ~DI to be a. "1'ortre1llS 

Alm'iaa" t»aJ but he tn. thee were cetain 81"118 aDd one Of the 

Sf"na ".. lfATOJ so be becrudl1nal¥ diel his beat by 1t, I think. 

He vaa ternbl1' con8'tr1cte6, !t~ak, or tel.t he wu terr1bq 

constricted Within the l.1Jdta of the defense bu.daet tbat 'l!ruaD. 

a11owecl. 

COIDrl': B:t he ba4 80M natural teel1na toward the Far Bast f 

LEVA: Well, be bact spent tiM there a. 8oo...,.lt's ~UU7 in 

39 
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ID41&. We." a "I'B7 struse nlat1oul4p vbeD lU41t Jawbarlal. 

Behru cue to w. COWlt17 :in 1~9. lfebn tbousht ld.a closeR 

1'.r1end -.. JohDaon! More azrt1:tlJet1c&l alw.racter. I coul4 hI.r'tU.T_ 

have 11Iagine4, but appareut~ the, bit it ott vell.. ~1T 

Jolmaon bad bel.pe4 h1Il set out: of 3&11 when the Ir1tiah pat h:la 

iD Ja1l. JohDaon ba4 been in ID41& u Roo.evelt'. spec1al ea1aaar.r, 

which I gather va. the booby :prize thq save h:la after ftriD8 h1m 

as Aaa1atant Seareta:r7 ~ 'War .~. aloq tbe .line. That 'WU 

hi. "feel." :tor the Jar !'&atJ DOW, what other esperienee he had in 

the Far l!Iast I don't kDow. 

COllDtT: One of the 1ron1e. of Jolmaaa.' s lUe 1s that be i. the 

IIU who prec1pl.tatecl Maraball.' 8 ptt1q hi. first star. 

COllm'l: Yea, aid then Of course, he"... replaeed by Ml.rah&1l. 

There was a 11 ttle 1l'OlJ¥ or Ute. 

LEVA: It va. Just a question or vhcD JohDaon voulcl be replaced 

'by; it VIUI inevitable tbat he "... aoiq to be replaced. .After 

1'4 catteD to lmov b1Ja vell -- I've told. this stort before alld, 

ap1n, I don't kncw if it'. been reported -- JObD.OB sent me up 

to lew York, let'. say 1D Ju4r or ~ of 1950, wheD thiap vera 

aoins very ~ in K'Qre& and we were be1aa fOreed back 1Dto the 

PU8aD perimeter. He w.zrte4 me to SO see Ben sonnenbera, 1rhO had , 

I 
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QPIZ'1IDtlT 40IIe __ pubUc relat10D8 1I01"k ~OI" b1a wilen IQai_ ._ 

in ftriOWJ 'bwIt,..s •• u4 80 OD. I'4 Dft'V met h1a" but am 

SormeDbel'S at the tiM ba4 the repaztaUQD ~ beiaa ODe at the JIOtIt 

efieot1ve public relat.1o:aa pract1t1ODel"8 111 the cCJUDtr;y. He cU.d 

PeP.Peridae F&ru bread &D4 IArYer ~her. soap; 70Il ~ tt, b. 

414 it. Be ... a VfJJr7 lucceal1\Jl. pract1t1oDe1" at aD art I dDD't 

think too hilhl1' or. ADrn:r, 1 t was B\DIIJ8Z' aDd I wu to14 to go 

to .88 h1Ja UI4 that hie hId.:q w.e &WJ' &ad bis tow house waa 

cloae4 so tbat I abcNl4 SO to the St. Reg1_ Kote1 to a.. b:la. I 

appeue4 at the at. Res1. aDd. vu &1IJ1OUnCed trC8 4ovData1Z'., I 

suea., aDd weut up to hi. a~ aDd b1oekecl. He opened. tbe 

door aid made acme courtq l'eIIIU'k te1l1aa me to aU -- be ba4 a 

"Ial.rua mustache -- a1'l4 Mid, "Wbat can I. do ~or you. 1" I aa1cl, 

"Seczoetar,r Johnson aaked me to come to see you to see wbat he can 

do frca a pubUc relaticma staD4point." Tb1. bad to be on a 

secret bas1a 'because Johnson d:ldn't want at ... larll' to kDcv that 

he .s conaul.ti. another public relation. expert. Sonnenberc 

a&14, "Lou1.a Jobnaon i8 .. dee4 cluck. You look 11ke an 111tereatiDS 

J'OQDg rellov; let' a talk about you." He gave me a very quick 

_ appra1a&l or ]A)u1a Johnson &D4 he was right, ;you kn~. I kept tryill8 

__ .. :to.get back to Wbatf9ui1 could do and he aaid, "Absolutely DOtbi.; 

... he' _ bacl it. "._ 

CO~:· There' 8 ODe int •• stillS th:laa h.... !.l'ruaD 8&1.4 later 

that he ahoulcl haft ftre4 JObDJ.IOD -.rl1er Ul4 he had 1n tact been 
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LBV'A: ~. attack ".. .1n J\me; that I 40 know, because I waa 

av&Y 011..., ftrat ftC&t1on. 

COIJl[l!: I Juri don't aee lrbat the basi, WOUl4 baye been tor 

tin. JOlmsOD in Hq, bet01'8 tl1& Korean war. 

LIV.A.: JolmaOD waa oona1c1el'&ble at a boor, 70U kDov. I beoaae 

quite toM ot h1a on a peraotaal. level, DOt tor tbe Job be W&8 

do1Da. I beouae quite toDd Of h1JIl on a pel'aoD&l level aDd used to 

ban lunch w1th h1a atter I W8 out aDd he was out, aDd he would 

rem11218ce, but be was l'ealll' a boor in hi. rel&t1onaw1 tb people. 

I th:1Dk the ODe th:1na tllat almDat ld.ll.e4 _ ocaurrecl after 

Forreata.l's death vhen ve were at11l tr71ns to set the Un1t1cat1on 

Act .............. t. t!3roup the ~ .. a. SalllebodT aaked I.Qu1. Jolmaon 

aaaeth1DS, aDd I vaa accClll.P&Dl1na him. I don't know vlat particular 

:I. t vaa: __ do you sq we baTe to bav. Assistant Secretarie.' ~ 

wbl' 40 you ea;r we m.ve to bave a Cha1l'1111.D at the Joint C!b1etat Or 

vb;y 40 tau need "cUrect1OD, authority anct control" 1natead of 

"pnen1 cl11"eCt1OD"'l Whatever it vaa thq asked b:Ia, he aa1d, 
1 

"TIlat'. DOt _ tm.t's te1l1q fOU, that', the '10108 t'1"aa the graft:" 

It was ao tnloal &D4 it wa. 80 cru4e aa4 1t waa 80 fIl'O •• u4 1t 

ldlled me to such aD ezteDt. ,YOQ kDov P'orreatal hII4 been 4eacl & 
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Q1e of 1'OUl" queatloaa here real.l¥ bears OIl tbat, 7O'l lI:Dow -­

cbaDpa ill lJIIItoCe .. slpaeDts 1D tile PeIltqoD. Tpn.u&t~ u;pon 

becca1!J& Secret&17, JObnaoll bad to .,... clon to the aiD ot:f1ce -

where the Becretar;r DOW 18, the main ott:l.ce. J'orreetal bad SOD8 

111 80 .. Dot to upset the s1 ven order &r1¥ lICI'e tban he bII4 to. 

Be had. aone in what I al.'W&71' repr4e4 .. the 8148 ezrtr&J2Ce, but 

.Loa18 l:Ia4 to show vbo was boas. lie vu cODStallt~ ~ 111 

shov1as who vas 'boas. It took the f'cma ill hb ear:q epeeches or 

sq1as that be .. cutt11l8 out the 1'&t aD4 Dot the _c1e &D4 

that .. it we ..... att&eke4 at 2:30, we voul,d respond at 3:00. 

UnfortWlate~, va vere attaake4 at 2:30, aDIl we 41cJn't respond 

at 3:00. I coul4 see where -.r17 OD Ml-. TruIBD 1I1pt lJave ba4 

tho •• teel1D&B, but I tltlDk Mr. TruIIIaa auat ban telt terr1bq 

11JI1tec1 by nrtue ~ his pramsea to J'ohDSon and JobDaon f a role in 

b:l.a e1ectiOD aa4 80 OD. 

CO.ll:Dn': I.... Bren Mrs. Roosevelt wrote the President to tell 

b:I.a he bad to fire IDu1. Jolmaon. 

L'B'fA: Well, BooMTelt baA, ~ not'l Bcos8V'81't ha4 fired. bim as 

Aa81atant 8ecnta.I7 at War. ~ sboul4Jl f t ~, 

COIJltT: I'd 11k8 to SO lnto 121s OO ... s1OD1l. relati0D8 a 11ttle 

blt 'bec1WS8 they puasle.. In SOllIe WlQ"S he s._ to_bave :ta:1r~ 

gOOd. rela'tloDS, a.u.c1 iD other V8l''' aD. 
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. 
LEVA: Well, let'. J'Zt it tb1. war. '.1't1eN were tha aDA there- are 

DD1r & COD8141mbl. znJIber of 1Ieu44rih&l. ... 111 eoasn... IQu1. 

was u8ent1aJ.l:T & ,,1R!ertbal. aD. He 110\214 a.ppea1. to those whO 

are ultraaouanati ft. Be 414 ...-,l. to th_. Monovw, there -

.. & sreat CODCeJltrat1cm ~ tbO .. OD the A1"M4 Senice8 ec.atttees. 

Mr. &Q1NrIl p'lnned. it tat vq, Mr. V1Daon p' aDDM. it that VB¥. 

Tber~ON be bad a buUt-1n cout1tueDq out r4 all pr'Op01"t10D to 

wtJat hi. coati twmay .. silt ha'f1t been 1D the ccnmt17 at lara- or 

in the PeJrtqoD. lie bad & cout1tueDeJ' OD the Bouse ArIIIa4 Sen1ces 

Ocad.ttee in part1CNl.ar, to & le •• er extent in the senate. I 

Wilt tbat .., account tor the 1ncons1atenc:;y. 

COIm:T: Ir. VfIq 1~ on tU •• ub~ect 0'1 how aOD8N •• 1cma1 

leg1.lat101l soea throuP. Woul4 JOU be w1Wna to cl1.cu •• how 

;you woul.cl ~ aD ~p!"Opr1at1oD8 bill. &DIl push 1 t through the 

CoDcre·8r 

LEVA: You meaD the uch&Dic. f 

COlIDI'r: Yea, well, WhO coorc1:1:aate. &i:lfel1 aDd Lovett aDd Leva' 

LEVA: Well tbat haa cb&JJa1lll eo. 

COlUXl'l': Well, who 414 "then, 

L'lVA: That baa cl:I.uIpcI so 0.,.. the years. I tbtnt vheu 7OU' re 

taU1na about wbat SO •• throush the DJreau ~ the Dldpt -- let f • 

'"r 
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put it tbat "..,. -- J'OU. haft to talk about; two IBiDltn.... nu. 

JIU8't ra.ber that tile Blret.u of the B.ldpt 1a tbe Oft'1ce of 

~ aDa BJdpt DOV. !eslnniDl1n late l~T, the qat_ 

toptheraDll UIl4er McBed.l'a pnera1 cODtrol a f1acallJ&Cbp was 

put tosether. The fiacal »aaka&e _a bui~ l44relsc to the 

buical.l¥ a4drease4 to the Bouse ~ Servicea COIB1ttee an4 the 

equ:!:,.lent ca.d.tteea in the Sall&te, but let'a .. tbe Bouae because 

tb. vouJ.4 ~ 8'taZ't in 10be !Jouae. 

)JeNeil. would set together and later General ~ and 

.Adml.ral can.". woulcl set toptber. The three aerri.cea trOUl.cl t17 

to fonaulate & buqet. I&ter we l:Ia4 to call dO'WD Geaeral l!II.leDJ:aonr 

1'rca OOlumb1a &8 a special acb1aor on 'the clol.l.azo tigure... JCr 

O1*:'&1:1on on les1slation waa eaaential..13' with the JUdse Advocate 

GeDeZ'8l.8 of the servicea, their otticea, and with the 0eDeral 

00Unae11 ~ those aerricea that ba4 GeDeral Counsels. The Na.V 

bad & ~oDiDC General CCNDael' 8 Off1ces ArIIIT bad a "17 ...u 

General. Counsel' 8 Oft1ce vb:lch was r~ just aD aariaor to the 

secreta.r.r J Air J'orce 1N:11t up traaa & atand1". .tart a VfIq 

fond.c!able Oceral OOUUel'.· atf1ce. 

'l'be reasoll I aka tbat cl:lat1DCtioQ that 41cbotClll", i. tbat 

the arreau of the ~ bad to approve both legi8la1:1on and. tiacal 

P'OFUIS aDd. ill tema that the President Biped Oft OIl thea. The 
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BIJW.U Of the lb5pt -- certa1~ vJJa l\"aak BIce .. the hea4, 

certa1DlT vile J1m W.bb vu the head -- 6PP"OI. aU ~ thue 

it_. 'l'heIl thq cou14 betraDa:1tte4 to the H1l1 &a l!!! ~ 

Of the Aa.:ln1at.ratloll or the Dltenae Jlepartmnt. - -
Ir there wa_ a nev propua, aD! tMs.., be ovu-e1.,ust1e, 

1t ha4 to SO to the Amed. Serv:l.aes CorrIIltt .. tor autbal'1zatiOll 

~ 1t aoul4 SO to the Appl'opriatlone OcaI1ttee tor appro:pr1at101l8. 

You thvw:tore h&4 1'our &tabU. bloab to pt thJ:oush, as14. :trc:a 

the Bouae it&el1' aI24 the Senate itself, ne _];,: the Hause 

authar.1zatlO1l cc.a1ttee, ua~ the Howse AnIecl sernae. ec-1tteeJ 

the Ibuae Appropriations ec.attteeJ the 8eZ3at. authoriziag COIIIIdtt.e, 

the ArmeIi Berriee. CCBd.tteeJ and the &mate ~at1o" 

ea.1ttee and its cletens. subcClmittees. Then the bill vellt to 

the floors or the two houses. We had other th1ap tllat bad to 

&0 to the J'wl1a1&1'7 Ccmaittee, ror e1"'m;ple, 11' 70U were, creat1ns 

lepJ. poa1ticma, but ~ the authoriZing cClllllld.ttees vere 

the A:nIIecl Sen1ees ec..1tt.... We trequentq round ill the earlier 

dqa tllat ftrious CCIIE,POl1mrts O'l the .ArMel Forces were lob¥nc 

apiut a prosraa vb:lch the President IIl4 Jmtea,u of tlJe Bldaet 

ha4 authorized us to 10 t0na:r4 with. 01" the;r were l.ob'b;r:lnc ror 

prosr .... that were nat aD the apprcwec1 prosrm. It".. a leagtb;r 

&DI1 41mault process. 

teatimonJ' f -, 
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LlNA: 'l'b1a 'ftriea trea SItcretal7' to SecretarT. III tile DOZal 

CCN1"8e at events, I prepa.recl a poa.t cl-.1 of J'orl"eatal'. 'teat~, 

but I DeNr preJIU'eCl 8IV that he cUd not t~ 1"ft'I'1te. 

JolmaoD ha4 Ma own little coterie VI"1tiag aDd uauallJ', but not 

alwp, I voul4 aee it &bIl bave a clJaDceto rmev it. 

CCll1lI'r: Who wu in ld.a "OVD little coterie"? Do)'OU mean Grift'1th 

LEVA: 10, G.riffl.th 41dn't write. Wbomever he brousbt 1n at tbe 

ac:.ezrt. It vas General :a:arn., or scaebodT elae, or Im1 ReD1'row 

on llDi'9'ft'aal M1Ut&r7 frain1D8 since he tbDupt he vas a areat 

expert beeau.e he hac1 worked tor General Hershey ~ar IBZJl' years. 

Bn1'7'b0d7 sot into the act, but I woulcl say the Seeret.&r7· alwp 

edited ID4 aipec1 off on his on teat1:mol\1. 

COBIJIT: .ADd then it tbere were quarrels iMide the office, 1naide 

ot OSDJ suppoee 1011 UICl Melle1l bad a q'U&l'1"el, how waa tbat settled f 

LBVA: Who could ;rell. the loudest; I doD' t mow. 

LBVA: I clcD't recall IJV' episodes on that. I voul.d. USUlle the 

Secreta.ry vou.l4 lave to renew that aDl lntenene, bU't I clOll't 

recall. In later yean when they had. 1l1ue, ten am tvelye 

Aas1aturt secretaries, the;r hacl to set up a cClllld.ttee to resolve 
" 

47 
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3uria41ct1011al. quarrel.a 11lIOII8 tMI, but U.:t vu later tIIu ., 

time. '!'bat .. CbarU. WllaOll'. dq. 

COltMT: I vauteCl to check on 3U8't tbat po1nt. I cU4 u_ten to -

the first tape thi_ JIID.I'D1D8, aD4 70U ll&id the Il"-t povth wu 

UDler CtarU. WilaoD. Well, DUII8I'1cal..l7 tlBt'. DOt 80; but )'OU 

were ref~ weren't 7011, to tile 1DCre&ae ot aecJ'etar1 •• f 

tlVA: That'8 vben the _an1cea caa;l&Sned. I vaa talJd.. about 

the IlUIIIber at Asa1ataDt Secretaries. '!'be services caapla1 ned tbe,y 

. " CQ.U];dD·t . get 1UV'th:1Dtr dou. 'l'heI' bad. WI terr1 ble echelon at up 
".1!~~~' ··.':~:[~t~~~~· .. · . ...: r.".' ._: -. :;.::i;;.·.~; .. " ~ : ...... __ ... :. 
to twelve Aaaiatant Secl'e'tarles' to 'plow throusb before thai"'cOul4 

~, '~ 

set arvtb1DC before Cbarl1. Wilson. Now wbetlJer he dealped 1t 

that ~ to protect h1m.tel.1', r doI1't kDov. 

COIDI!r: Well, he didn't al.,._ like to make 4ec1s101lS. ' 

LEVA: Well, that's a 4erice for not JI&k11l8 deal.10De. 

COllDI'l': B1t 1'. talk1. out of 1117 period, I shouldn't be 88l'1. 

tJ:at. 

LEVA: DoIl't worry about 1 t. 

one 

lep_lati01l aDIl one the t1l1Cal which Mc1fe11 ha4 c!n.vn up. In 

theolT thee. two were 8UR,p08ecl to meAlb, 18 that riaht'! 
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UAJt.'DIIJ At Yhat potU 414 'tM --1d.JJc plooc". tUB plac6iD the 

PerztacoAf 

LBV'A: Let'. WI. all ..... 1., 'becaU8. that'a &lWlJ"lt a lot better •• 

8,pd.~ ~ 1. ~ or the Air J'Orce, ...,. ve've cot to baYe 

& 10128 l"UII8 Id .. il. ~ p"o\m4. I .. a .. at 80M po1~ the 

J01zrt Chte1'. COI1814tt1"e1l thatJ but b7 tlie t1me I pt :luto it, 1t 

18 to 4ra:tt 1egle1at10D to __ Cape C8z1avval, DOW cape IC'eazIed;r, 

& 10128 ruse mi •• Ue proriq srouaA. F1rat, 70U bave to baft the 

lec1al&t101l, thea J'OI1 hne to have eDOUSb 4Ollar. to atan buUc1:t.D8 

bu:U41.ap. Tbatt. the apec1t1c. 

BulcaIq, 111 the beat ot au poesible worl4a .. the les1al&t10Zl 

PI ecedel the bUl!pt bJ' about & rear. PrequentlT, thfll,y' SO 11JDul~ 

becaue you set a C1'Uh propou. After SpUtIlU: what 40 70u 4o! Ir 

7OU're CbarUe W11a~, 70U aqtbat fOUtre not &01118 to plq sJ,obal. 

'basketball. tt 7O\1're 8Cl11111boq elae; JOU 40 sa.tb1.aa. We baA 

101'l8 aiDe. eta:rte4 t_ 10as ftIiP" 1I18.Ue FOY1Da gouzdIt aII4 I 
. . 

cue.. the Re4atOlle Ai'88D11l. in BuntaviUe and tbeD later .a4ed. the 

Gaor., *nllall T'eat C&m .. at HuntsviUe after JIlT tiM. B1t" 70U 

baTe to aathor1 •• each at tboae. You. C&Il't Just sq, "Gee, voul.dIltt 

it be sreat to baTe • billion tor 80 aD4 80." UDder our badptU7 

qat. UI4 l.eglslati.,. qat_, 70u bave to ba'n a1epalati.". 

authorisatioll, the biC ftcJat u;p tbere thi. 7HZ" baa bHll CD 

vhetber thq rill autbo1'1z. or caracel, as Carter baa" ~pcJe4. 

uother big carr1... !'1nt, 7OU. have to bave the autl:lorll&t101l. 
'\ 

t 
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.,., ODe. t!MiPI'authar1.e aDOtber car.r1 .. , vld.ch t.beT ... to be 1n 

the Proo ... ~c101ua, which I tbls 1. & ~OOl1ah W¥ ~ 8l*d'DC .3 'b:U11ODbut DObcCt.r baa a8lre4 _, tbeD the;, have to set aD 

&ppL"Op'1at1oD ~~. the *3 billion &D4 then 8QIIIOIle vill 8q, 

"Gee .. 7O'llmOw, .3 b1ll1on tor a oanterl We can't haft ac.-tld.128 

Uke- tlIat tl.oat1. U'OUDIl v.1:tl'lout ten DIOl'e cleatrO,en. It '!'he thqlft 

sot aD aU'tborizatlon ~r teD lIDre 4e.tro;ren. ~. is & rolU=s 

p.oopoaltioa; 1t 18n't neat u4 arder~. ScDe'boq else i. up 

there 8tQ1.DS, "You mow, J"OU oupt to }Nt 111 & prod.o that at 
. 

leutbalt of tbOH cte8"l'.ro7era baYe-tobebu1ltiD Bt.v l'V48, 

Dot pr1'f&te." .And at11l. .aliebodl' elae 1. up 'there frca the 

private aec:tor aa,1nc, "They oua:bt to be built on the south coast 

in private yarda.". '!he real politics ~ it 1. d1t:rereDt t'rCIIIl the 

th8017, but; I've been tmna to 81ft you the tbaorJ'. 

RIIJARt1BII: The pol1tic. ~ it oft_ •• cape the record, dOD't pt 

dOIm· OD the recOl'd..!l'he c1rie8 coune 4eeCriJt1oD- or· bow it aoea 

LlIVA:I caD siva 1'OU an ft'IWI!IpleJ I hope I 41c1D't use it v1th 70U 

lan week. 1t caM.back troa the JI:Ul v1th Mr. J'Qrreatal ODe., aDl 

Mr. ~.to14 me to caae up riaht &"., aaaethtDi terri.ble 

ba4 baJ»eDeCl. Jll4 IteU 70U that! bt'. the real1V ~ 1t. 

Tbat 18 JIIWtb ~ otten. '!'bat'. sot Dothins to do with ~lIC. 

r cUcID't 1mcv vhat bill .. involved, I d:f.cID't mow wbat appropriation .. 
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COlUJr.1!: Iw'n 1'eterr1D8 to Jbrreatal'. reIIIU'k tAt two-tblrda 

of the alobe 18 water' 

LBVA: Ye., I thouaht 1'4 pftll 70U tAt. _ Jj101nt 1. tbat much 

at the lobbJ1UC 1. Juat .atloaal, act hav.lZIC to do wi tb ~. 

Then there are the bardhee4e4 IJd1T14ua1. who are lnoldll3 tar 

business in their 41at:r1cta, etc., and tbat'a a different t01'll ot 

lobbJias. The OODcreasmeD In wb08. dietrlct ca]le CazIaTer&1 1a 

located 11 DOt being eIIOtlODal. 

COllDIT: B'ov about tbe Jo1ut Ocad.ttee OIl Atadc Ibeg! 

LEVA: That came &l.0IJ& 1n 19110. 

CORDIT: It vas pretV active. 

LEVA: I I 'Il just t171ZIC to remember the Joint Cc .. d:ttee. )oCr own 

first contact v1th the atClldc picture VBII in 1~. I was 10aned 

tor three IIOl1tha 'b7 J'OrreBtal. to Lil1errthal.. Lil1entlJal vas -.de . 

the :tint cba.1rBaD or the AtOJllic l!IDers.'r COaIIIi.a1on. __ Tirtue O:t a 

881"1e. of accidents UI4 "baa he 'buIIpe4 into, L1.l.1euthal hMr4 r 

.. vork:1Dc OIl ftacal matters (I to1cl 70U I was work1D8 OIl fiaca1 

_tten at the BaV). and he ssW 1:t I coul.cl be ban-oVed to 

etf'ect the lepl. aDd fiscal. transfer of tbe ArlIT' a ~itaD Dlatrict 

to the clv111an Atamic Ill..., 'OaaI1ssloD. I did tlJat tor thr .. 
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1IOIItba, vh1ch •• 1.Dtereat1na. TbaIl I .. uD4 to .. em, but 

I clt4D't V&Dt to etq OIl. 'lkt ... whtle ''oueatal .. R1l1 

SecretalT of the .. V. I dOn't bow too lINCh &bout the Jo1nt 

COIIIId. ttee. JWre8ta1 ha4 • epec1&1 ... 1ataDt tOZ' that Wo "... at 

ODe time JIObert Le!l.roD, at ODe t1me DDml4 C&rpenter, aD4 then 

I '. sure others. BIt tbat 1IU sort of a vor14 uzrto 1 taelt. 

~: No, Lt. GeD.enl (Louis B.) lk"ereton vas the :tir.t. tbeD 

(J))na14 P.) C&rpezrter then (Wllllaa) Webate, then (aobert) LeBLroD. 

LBVA: LeBLron tausbt ahad.B'tr,r to Forreat&l at Prinoeton; 

J'oI'J'e8ta1 .electe4 h:laJ so he ".. early. 

RIARIBI: You sq the atomic eners:,y buaiaees .. FetV apec1allse4. 

Was this in the seIlSe that the 1DtOl'llation was so ti~ held or 

that there 1Iezte just 80 tev peagle who Wlder.tOCd 1 t, 

LlVA: I th1Dk, t18htlT held. I did Dot set 1DtO 1 t at the 

Defanee ~ to the best of rq recollection. I1' tbere vere 

a1"ftdIMnta to the &ct or wbat DOt, IICIIIe~ aight have aaked me 

about aaaetl:aill&, but I cUdD' t set iDto 1 t. I bec.. VC7 f'riendl7 

vi til Levi. atrauaa, .. baa 'l1li' Y.l1'e had met tbrouah trieJl4e d\lZ'1na the 

war wben I .. a1fa¥, &Del vhaa I mat throu&b Forrestal. Mlch, much 

later Lewis Strauss, aa a cJisseDti. lllellber ot the /)wdsAoD, 

i i 
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aaDcl .. to aet b1Ja up aD appo1ll'tment with JOhuOD. I cI1b't lmDv 

"lI&t tbat .. tor until I I'ea4 La:l.e Straus's book. !bat was 

a~ to set JobuoD'. ua1ataDce tor the build:l.Dc Of the _ 

therlllODUOlear ftalIOn after Ltl1eJ1tb&l aDd. the others voted ..... 'n.t 

1 t. I I. liven poeat cred1 t tor maJd.ng the appointment tbat chaI2sed 

h1ator,y: SomebqdJ phoraect and 8&14 theJ" 4 l1ke an &ppoilrtaeDt w1 th 
~L 1114 vas &r'I'&DP the appointment. 

the Secret&r7:~. vl\Y' I don t t know about nuelear eners:r. 

CONm'l': mel Jolmaon lIave 8Z1T real c:cmception Of nuclear var:ra.re! 

LEVA: I dOn It know. 

COJm'1': He never ta' ked about 1 t 1 

COBm'l': md ~e have a tear Of General. Ml.eArthur or just an cwer­

"eeDiDs respect tor h1a or wbat 1 StraDp. 

LEVA: Th .. e were two ultraconaervat1ves hav1llc mutual respect 

prob&bq. Ma.cArlhur probablT had respect :tor 111m, I dOD' t know. 

OOBmT: It wu a vonde:r:rul atorT, tbat he was afra14 to Bend the 

tel..ru to MiIcAl'thu1" teJ.llng h:l.m. to eaDCel the Vi'W message. 

LEV'A.: Thea 7:rank like we. asked to deliver the .slI&p that 

MacA.rtlmr 'flU fired. I 4on't think F1"aDk wute4 8ZlT lIU"t of it 

e1 ther, d1el be '1 
" 
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CCIIDIT: Ve11, JOQ'ft euq101ou the wq. I sa, but I cu't ftzd 

...". ver.t.t1cat101l tJ».t I'nZlk P&ce act~ ~et'uecl. tJ.'bm:e t. 
al.,. been tId.. talk about a ca.ud.cat!ODa bree.Jatown. lIav I 

II&Y 1D 7rJU.r talk v1tb the Tr\maD Ltbrart that )'OU mucatecl tl».t· 

70U bacl 7OIJI' om private dQubts about tbat. azt Tou're the 11rat 

:perSOIi wbo • • • • 

LEVA: I cloD't lmov. I ... not out ill the Far East at the t:1me. 

I vu ptUI2&· out of the Pezrta&On at the time. 

COlIIItT: I timq be11..,. that Mr. Pace IIU8't have been very sla4 

tbat the oanDm:leatj.OU equ1pacrt broke clowD, 1~ it 41d. 

LEVA: I bave alao ~ecl 011 OCCU1OD that lI'raDk Pace vas reall¥ 

.. at1'oZI& .. boraere41sh, Just &8 tirs as alV'bocI7 could. be, when 

he .. DLrectOZ'· of the BJdget aD4 he ".. apeeldD8 for Mr. T:ruman, 

ud the Pree14e.Dt ... risht thee. WIlen be got to be Seoreta.lT 

of the ArIq, be tell. aaIIPletel7 UJKler the daII1aat1OD ~ the 

Seneral.s. Re&1.l7 not the same person. 

LEVA: Well FrIlDk l\t.C!e, to vhaaa I'. q121te 4ftOtecl on a »eraoaal 

lenl., is .art ~ tJ:Je ~ at CClliilel'C!. VPe. You r~ can't 

be very e:t.tect1ve 111 the PeIrtacoD as a ChMber ~ OQJDe:rce tneJ 70U 

can be popul.a.r but; not ef'.tect1 va. 

>. 
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COIDr.f: It I. TfIIIf7 bu'cl. f'ozt •• to tell. vbetbllr be .. -''IIII.Pl7 

beiDa· a true· ArIq -.n aD4 nflect1D& bia aerne. In ~ of tile .. 

Cl\ar1'ttla or vI:letber there were other elemeut. tat cc:.e Into It, 

.,-be hope tor & fUture Secreta.1'7 ot Defense po81tlO1l or aaaetb1DS. 

LIlVA: I 4on't real.ll' think 10. lie vaate4 ..,..,.boc1;r to love h1Ja. 

I . mow lot. Of people who WDt eY""~ to loYe tlal, &Dl It '. 

very tough to be enecti,.,e when you want ever.Jboq to love 10\1. 

LEVA: I thi* ao. llaaabe.r the ataDl1ardBa'97 phrae~ about loeeaDe 

who kee»_ 11:1.. t1J'lSC' on h11 mppber. I 414n't haft the teel1. tbat 

DIce ".. Dep1. bia t1Dpr on his DUIiber, he Just vazrte4 "bia" 

pmeraJ.a to lema h1JI. Tbat I 8 what happened to l¥Dd01l Jobnaon wheD. 

be 'became Prea1dent. After all, he bacl been real toush w:lth the 

Senenl. and adII:1rala wbe.D be was OIl the H1U. TheIl they became 

"b:l.e" senerala&Dcl a4mirala. It mba & big difference. 

R!'.A1mD: The vbole question ot the semce secretaries aD4 their 

lD8tltutioaal poa1t1ollS is saDetld. .. that 18 DOt ~ clear to 

me~ I tnov the lIatloD&l. secunv Act ot 1911-1 took ~ out of 

the eabinet -.ana. put the aecre-t:ar7 of Dlr:tenee there instead. -Ware 

tbe serrie. aecntan. .. veakeIle4 to tJJe met that th87 ha4 to 
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£IVAI I cloD't t.b:1alt tile cIaDp ill datu. ...sa ~ cUft'erNDCe. I 

tJd..Dk the· Hl"V'1o. aecret&r1.. pr:l~" acept; 4UZ'1JJ8 1IU"Ume, 

laTe h&4 to paD4er to tlut aerna... I th1Dlt the 1~ ...-ata 

BaCle much mare or a 41ftereDCe thaD tbe 1911-1 Act. 'l'ben vaa a -

v4tl'7 atroDa mate to el1III:lna1ie 'the eeontarr of tile A1:fII¥', the 

Secreta1T of the • ."., &114 the searet&1.7 at the A1r J'oJ'ce 111 tbe 

1911-9 .A1MDdmeDta. In t'be t1ret IIoonIr Ccaa1aa1OD report there'. 

Seel"eta17 ~. D8t'eue ~or tile A7:IIII' aal UIder Secretal7' at net ... 

tor the 11&'97. I alvqa rea1atad. that becauae I felt the chance. 

~ pttq Soocl people ~ JIlUCh les. vheD 10\1 401fDCZ'84e4 the 

CUl"l'ellC7. I tb:1Dk at ODe U. P'orreatal Id.ch't ba .... been lncl1De4, 

'after PDC throush the mill &1l4 all tb18, to go t~ el.1Id.D&til28 

the poa1t1olUl, but he f:lIJ&l.q c11d DOt. 

At a JIlUCh lAter .tap, when Mr. ~ aP,P01Dtecl a cc..1ttee 

on the reorp.D1zaticm at the Defense 1)ep&rt1aent ill the 1960 

c8DlJl&1sn, all.. the JIIIIIlbera of that cCJIa1 tt.. except me wanted to 

make the Searet&r1e. of' the ArIII¥, lfa'V7, &D4 A1r l'al'ce 1'Ua4er 
~Hlfted rr.:. that r8CClDtDdatiOD. 

Secretar19 tor. n 8t1U are Secretar1. because obri.~ 

people OIl the Blll. feel. etr~. P'eop1e wbo look at 1 t 

ph1lo.oph1~ reach the cODClualOD that it'. a pecul.1ar 

orp.zr1zatloD vbeD ;vou lave a Secl"et&l7 report;1D8 to a Searet&I7. 

I don't think it's a Batt .. or p&IId8l'1DaJ it'. a matt .. at amce­

meD'ti. Bach or theM 4ept.rtaezrt. is eDOl'IIIOU8, the .."...m.atrative 

deta1l. i8 traeD.doua. !br do'\7OU pt & (Willlaa) GnlIBa Cl.qtor 
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to be Secntar7 ~ the..,.. Well, itt. bard 8DOUC1l atj:len. 

tt ito'. "UI4er 8ecHtaz7' of ~eue fOJt tl:Ie lIaV," 1"'. tbat JIIJCh 

.:lire 41fr1CNlt. 

LJ!:V.A: In the war! In the war )'OU dO thinsB. In ~14 War II 70U 

accept auvtb1na 1'lUI J&D1tOl" em up. !['bat' 8 a cl1:t:terea't proJ)Os1t1on.· 

COlUlI!l': ODe at the b:l.C issue. :r:rc. the beaD war t:lme i. tlIe 

4.0181on ~ Pres1c1eDt 'rru-.Il DOt to seek OcmIresa1ODal approval 

tor aeDl1:l.JJc troops to X'Drea. I".. woDd.er:1Jl8 whether the OSD 

plqad &ZIJ role in this at all. I Jmov there va_ traaen40ue 

cU.vera1t7 at opinion In the White Bouse. 

LEVA: You mean ratU'1cat1on. The time el..ent. I th1Dk tmt 

the 4ecia1on ".. tl:Jat the UD1te4 lfat1oDB' resolution II84e that 

UDde81rable" but I don't r __ er. 

COIDI'l': Tr\maD Ba:Lcl ttat he cl1clD't do it bec&use he wasn't 801. 

to IU.m1n:lah the lJOR1's or the Prea1clellC:J'. 

LJlVA: art I vu a,"" as I aa;,-; I vu out ~ town. I cure back, 

I suea. one or two __ lat .. , but the eDt1re tOl'2lUlat1on at the 

t1D:1ted Istiol28 action fapl.-t&tion took place cluriq the period 

when I .. .""". SO I cion' t mow tbe back aIId. 1'orth that DIQ' bave 

taken place, thouab I sather that Acheson took· the lM4. TIwI'"a7 
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ftI7 vell !lave telt that, &inn the _ture ot tbe UA1te4 .t1cJ2a' 

~e aD4 tbe aoo4 tortuDe tJat the Rwldau clec14e4 to ...,. 

COJDIT: I bell ..... tbeT telt thq cou1cl have gott8ll SA ,men1mua, 

or almOet UDen1DN8 ~e, in the :tint tfN _.. TheD later 

AchesOn fea.re4 tl:l&t & 1e.8er yete ot approval. VOUl4 be more bar.IItul 

LWA: It' 8 1ntereat1Jzc hDv the OoIlp'ee. woru aII4 how the nrioua 

JDelibera ope:rate. SaM ot tho.e lIeD know eu.ct17 how to set other. 

to dO what tbe.r want. I reI'l8Iaber vheD t,Ddon JobDsOD vaa a msber 

ot the Seat. aDd he could pJ.q on thEa like pl.q1l'lC on & pipe 

orsan. I r--.ber ., tirst encounter with him when he vas em 

the l!ouae AZ'II84 Services CQm5:ttee. I ha4 uenr met h1a 8114 

Mr. J'Orrestal. seat .. to see htJI. Mr. JohDsOD told me just how 

eY81'7'boc\r was 801. to TOte aDd wl\Y' 8114 what vas poas1ble aJl4 

¥bat val DOt possible. 818 great strel28th 1IU .. a student of huan 

Dature, am a creat student of lnaIaD Dature. It it bad DOt. been 

tor the V1etDBlHlae YU', a small "but, n he would bave ac:cc.,pll8he4 

great th1~. In the SeDate he did accompl1sh great thicp aDd 

in the !Dual he acCClll.Pllahe4 p'eat th:lD18 as C&r1 V'1Dacm t a prot ... , 

becauae he knew bow to plq OD f!I'ffIJ!7 .trins or fIn¥I:7 pipe, and cl:ld. 

Nov once be sot to the W.td. te a>u.e, as I s&1d, &rI4 tJJe, becue 

"hia" aenen.l.e &D4 "bis" adId.rala -- tt.Q a w.~ ooul4 



· ' , . 
-----------_.-...... -_...!-__ ._- .. 

Page detennlned to be UncI88SIIIed 
RevIewed Chief. RDD. WHS 
lAW EO 13528. SecIIc:in 3.5 
Uate' " 

MAYO 12011 

tab ldJl Qftl". ~ bad. ~. OM-tcmth the ~~eat 

of a JobuoD., but be ooul4 ~ sulmlrt JobuoD total.l¥. 

COlml'1': It '. ter'l'1bl. to tld.D1t a'bo1zt. 

LIf.A: I'. tr.v1. to talk about the real1t1es &8 I ~ee til •• 

R1WUJIII: As I recall 'the J'oneatal a.s.&l7, JobDaon WIUI ..xl8 

tho .. who were »1'0-&11' paver. 

IiilVA: lie vas pro-&1'JIIIII1 ~OI'C .. , u4 there were • lot or plurts 

in 'l'e:Iaa. Then were IlION plaJrts in Te:Iaa tbat voul4beDet1t 

::rrca &1r paver than frQa sea power, but Johnson .... alwp tor 

sea power too, altboush I voul4. ~ it came in sec0D4. 

REA1UlD: In the &11' paverwtJHr debate, at 1941-1.948, the advocates 

at air powc' bad • decided a4p in that the;r ha4 a poll t1~ 

DIIOre ptlrauu.1ve~: _ ua1DS &1r p:lVer, ODe w.a rel31q 

on air power aDd mac1d.De1T in effect ratbel' thA on peep1e. Is 

this sCllleth:lDS that 70U DOt1ced. when you went u» to the Blll f 

LEVA: I cl1dD't DOt1oe it in that oozrtext. I thoqht thq lwJ 

a 1&UCh JIILOJ."e ak1J.lhl public relatiOJl8 aPl1&l"&tua, led by a tellow 

Yithin Stuart ~DCtoD's otftce naaed at .... Leo. Tbe,r had sreat 

support OIl the lIUl. aD4 8IIOD8 the pubUo az:I4 in 1a4WrtZ7. It vu 

orchestn.te4 much lIOn e:ttect1ft1T than the BIw.r or th8 ArI6r 

eUo:ri8, I thouaht. Now,.,-be it aoul4 be orchestrated aucb .more 

'. 
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DDt. 

LWA: That'. r.lsht. Thi. i • .1u8t llke tore1p aid, v!d.ch 1:1&4 110 

col28t1tuenc;r; UMr hu DO ccmat1tunq. 

COlmI'l'l Fore1sn &14 shoul4 bave a const! tuenq. Atter all, :1 t 

augeata that the battle will be "OYer there." 

t.J.VA: The It.11UB do cat vote. Bolen _ ill th:l. •. COwrtr,y 

clo not ~e. 

COIIlllT: No, but 118 dOD't want to f'1cht on our own .01~. 

LEVA: Bo, it cloa DOt ba .... a cozaatituellc,y. It'. a bard ODe to 

seU. I save a speech at the UDi"V'8J'81ty or Alabema .hQrt:q before 

I ,le:f't oI'tice, or aybe a t., IIIOIltha after I lett amce, in vlJicb 

I ••. ~c1D8 ,tu.at the argument that 1'0\1 dicl. In a44ition to all or 

the other re&8OU vby our poeaence in Korea wu rl&ht, I aiel th&t it . 

was a lot better to be t1gl1tins on the baDts at wbat8YV r1 vel' we 

were then tish'tins on, I hope it wasn't the Y&lu, tbaJl on the bazIlta 

of 'the lD&ck War.rior that rune t.hrou8h Tuacaloo... M tbat·. 

ftI'7 ha1'C1 to CODYeT. It rea.ll7 1s. Also, tl:Iat soUDlla • l1ttl.e 

IIOl"e .elf18h thea. our a1tru1at1c tore16P1 pollq. 
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CORI2I!: FOa81bq, but the 1c!e& that a1r 11 the perf'ec:t c&l"rier O~ 

the atad.c we&poD1 vh1ch I think was the II.l'SUDlDt in the late 1911-0'.1 

LlVA: All the a.rsument8 are 8el1'1ah. I don't Jmov .1uat what the 

hiatary 70U vorke4 OD 'If111 ahov but "lIlT 1JII;pre8810D 18 that 111 

19i+6-1git.1 the .'97, either 1'~ or 1Dt0mal.l71 11&8 vorld.ag 

terri~ liard 111 t.... ~ COUDteriD& the Air !'orce arsu-zrta. 

!'he;y were aalt11l8: Wbat 1s our ben .. to counter itT 1be:t1Jlal 

conclus1on, I think, va. -- DOt the role Of llaval a1rl thousb that 

.. tIIIIPba.1ze4; DOt the role ~ cruisers aa4 cleatro;yer. or whatever; 

but the necesd:tJ' ~or keep1na the .ea laDes open. 'lbat' 8 a JaUch 

more sellable as well u much more real 1 t_, that we JIU8t keep 

the 8_ laDe. 01*1. That wu in 1946-19'1-1 tel'lll8. Nov 111 1m 
terms, 40 you Deed to keep the Bea lanes opm 1'or a war that ~ 

be three _. in duration! Are 70U 1'ace4 with problema such .s 

the probleu Israel tace. in the Mlcldl.e "10: IJov do )'OU set 

through the t1rat two _. o~ war unt1.l you can call UIJ the 

zoe.erns! Ia 70U1:' t1JDe :toresbort8DeClf At l.at in 1~l9111, and 

I don't know bow :t0Dl&l the .",. BtuCtr vu, I do Jmgy that the 

ultimate concl.ua1oD vas tllat the thiDS to stre .... th. Navy's role 

i 
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ill teQ1aa tile a. lues opm. 1'J:Iat Utd ill 41reatl7 with 't.be 

aatiOll&l atookJlle ~: We Ilee4 & aUOIIal atocJll1;te. We 

Deed • atoakp11e 80 tbat we C&ZL 1'1Sht & ftI' 01 X __ VDtU .. 

CM brine in ater1&J.. to ftaIrt a w.r ~ r dqa. ltoDe ~ t ••• 

-
~ 18 lIDBelt1ah, aDd all ot thea haTe aD el-.rst 01 trutb 

iD tha. The Air lorce ~ hu aD. el-.mt at truth zoelaU-re 

to 4eUver,r. Tbe1zo ~a about ¥bat the &036 coul4 ard COU14 

not 4e.Uyer at that l'8riocl I WDk certa:1Dly hacl aD .1a.ent ~ 

truth. What the 801 caD del:lftl', that ~ be a eeparate }Xl"Obl_. 

COlmI'l!: Maamrh11e we keep banDS to tiSht .... J1er -.re, of which 

JCorea 1fU perhaps the t1rst. 

LEVA: The,y're DOt 80 ...n. 

COl'ImT: '!'he ca.ualties were tair17 heavy and the IUIOW1t ot t1me 

&IKl eftOrt were coDllidemb~e. Wlat c10 J'OU th1%Jk was the lepay 

Of lCDre&! 

L'lVA: '!'be sort at UJU'elt in the COUDtl7 that came to the surface 

in the V1etnamese war. I cloD't mow. I th1llk ve boucht a period 

ot time. How vtaelJ' we used 1t, I don't lmov. It also JIBde it 

clear to the Ch1n .. e &lid to the Ruael81U1 tbat there were ci1"C\Dl8ta1:lc •• 

b.,on4 vh1ah we coul4 DOt b. puhed, &114 that .. v817 1mpQr'taDt. I 

cloD't tb1Dk t~ baA beeD that sure before. 

COllDIT: I ... , ILD4 th.,. alao real1zed. that they coul4 1I1.ca1culate. 

" 
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LlVA: .~ I .11111· 'to eGIIetlI.1maf Ia OM ~ 70\11" I&1"U" aot .. vh:I.ch 

velva lema aiDe. llUaect, :you a&14 t!l&t '1WaD 1I&Ilte4 ld.a aa1d.ZJet 

_ben, acept MlZ'ab&ll., to work OIl the cMlllB-iP. __ \1ZI4er­

ataz.d:1q .... that T.ru.u wanted hi_ ca'b1aat .... a to ce.ap.1aa, 

except the Secret.azo,r· or State aa4 the Becretar,r or Meue, 1thoe,er 

their 1111_ be. I th:lZJk he .. '"l7 outspokell. I haTeJl It beeD out 

to IDlltJl8Dlezace; I haven't rea4 &lI7 18'pve on the tact that UI24. 

poUat ,.. attacked 'bJ' tile other JlIU't7, in which tmmt ~ _hould 

be an:1l.ab1e to 4et'eD4. I don't kIlov vJrr' Maraball. va. B11J81e4 out. 

Did 1 t .JDIaD, MU'ah&l.l. at state, but DOt JIIAIl IDvett hi. Ulder 

Secret&1.7' 

BlIIAlUJI1I: That caaea trc. a JDeIIC 'Written 'by Royall 111 the aprins 

~ 19118 8UIa&I'1z1D8 tbe cabinet meet1q that Ro,v&ll atteuded in 

FolTe.tal I s place. Bo,va1l·wu br'1et1D8 J'orrestal OIl what had 

sane on during the cabinet -et1Di and said that the President 

a,pected &U o~ bia cab1Det IIIsiberl to caa.paip except General 

MLnhall.. JIot "acept the Secret&r7 ot State," but tte:zce.pt 

GeDe:ral. MLrshall. n 

IZVA: TheIl you WOUld baYe to lmow whether Maralall 1IU at the 

mee't1.DC. va. he .q1na, "lIot 70\1, Georp, II anA, aince J'orreatal. 

we IICt there, _ lIBSIl't 8IQ'1Dc, "llot J'OU, J1m."l You have to 

.. 
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bcnr alaO that Ro7all'. Dlckzlaae 111 the bu1l41z1a (1 abDa14D' t' 

tell JOU tbia) .. "Dalbo." lYer70ne a&1d, "What 40ea 'n-bo 

tbtut" The ua'lal. &D8RZ' vu that nmibO doeln't tbiu. SO I 

woul4 oerta1D:q DOt put tbat JlUCh ve1pt OIl it. I 'VOUl.4D't lIUt 

tbat auch weilht O'D it. 

UA1mBII: The thi. tbat. nrUck. _ .... Yheth.- *"aJIall. or the 

Secretary o~ State wae _iDSled out as DOt ha'riDS to caapa1sn. 

IilVA: J(y o~ po1nt 18 that thi8 IIIa7 have been sud becauae the 

SeC!l'etuy ~ ~eD8e wae DOt there. 

REAltDBlf: 'lhe Seoret&r7 of DeteDBe _s uot meUtlonecl 1n the -.0. 

1 don't lmov whether that was an am.18s1on or mtalea41nc. 

LE'lA: It vu VC7 clec- to _ that that wu what".. expected 

durinc the, capa!p. 81t tbell you set the •• J*)ple at the White 

House that I spoke of be1"ore "ho m1cht yen haft beeD aBl1nc, "You 

lmow, you haftll't sot &Ill" JIIOJle7. You caDit raise ~ IIOnq. 

Forreatal .. }JZ"ee1del1t o~ DlUon, Rea4; he cou14 .peak to his 

ricb trlerdaJ be coulcl set you JlDIlQ' at the drop of & bat. Wbat 

sort of busine •• 1s be d01D8'" It'. the corurtant polBOn 4r1pp1Dg, 
~ 

wher.... Mit.Z'sba1l C!OUl.cln' t bave spoken to hi_ clue at VMI a.n4 

railed very much. Tb1. »A'T well bave been aa1d. I vouJ.4. not 

accept it U SOQel, ,'1 •. &11 that I .. elQ'1as. Bued on what I 

heard at tbe t1Jle, ~be I have an eq~ biased "rift, because 

". 
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J'OznRal, I 1:h1Dk, 1:014 _ the Prat4lmt c11c1Jl't apec1; tlae . 
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~~ ~ State."" _ ... :to pt into t!4a .UIIleaa our 

poUq .. a1:t&ab4. I' ... &004 &DIl 'bel18'1'1111 Deano:tat. I 

VUIl't bel1wlDi aoup to this Mr. 'l.'.r'IaaD would. 'be elected, 

tbouch I clnoutl¥ hoped tbat he woul4. 

COlttII!r: It .. a ~ watton, a 111ee surpri.e. 

LEVA: Have you talkeel to Gear .. lila., about th:l., Georp bas 

T..1WA: 'leU bill I tb:f.XIk 70U ouaht to talk to hiJa. Georp vu 

Clark CUftorcl'. &lter 880. He was not a la",.., but he wu sort 

of Clark'a cle,putJ' &Del band-1eteD &Del wba1; not, eapecl~ clurina 

the 191t8 naapa1 po aeorp could tell. you an avtul lot of tb:1Dp. 

Tell b1Il I think he qht to talk to you. 

C01lDIT: I will, because he le:rt .cae vert t1J1e recorc1a which are 

at the 'l'rumD Ltbrar1. I baTe uaecl t1lo8., I baTe SeeD those. 

Th.,.'re acellent. I th1X1k tbat he 1IIU JIOOZ'~ used. by Marpret 

'lruIan Dutlel in her book. 

LBVA: MIu'p.ret, I clon't 1rDov ~ t}at well. I've t.X"ed to bar 

a fa tiM., U4 I've talked. to 'bar huabaDd. She!laa .. al1ahtlT 

JI1ap:1cled eoncept;1011 &8 to who 1t was tbat the .ADlBrican people 
'. 

eleate4 rre81.dauto 
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COlml'l': WIDa14 ~ ..,. ICMthlq abeNt GeDeral WUtOD Be "'8ODa 
aD4 0eDeral l .... II!IDtJre aDIl OI.pt&1D JIuool4 BDu .. , later 

MIIlftl, vbo ..... JOUr cleput1 •• tar 1ec1al&t1'ft, auccea81ftlT' 

LB9'A: WheD we were tint aettiDa up the ottice ill the tall at 

1911-1 it .. ..,e17 clear tbat we Medell apec1rtc 1Dc1:lyi,4uala tor 

leet.latin liaison. I do DOt r __ • who tirst calle4 ., 

a.ttention to the name ar General PeraODa, vial I b&4 DOt preonouall' 

.tt, but he b&c1 been 0eD8ral Manlall'a cb1et ot leclalaUft 

11&1.0D Ill4 8ec1"etar,r Sl;1Jaaou' 8 8DCl SecretaI7' Patt .. ecm' a ch1ef' 

~ leg1ala.t1..,e 11&18011. He also ba4 the ac!4e4 ad:n.l1taae of be:1ua 

:fl'clIl Morrtsaaer.r, Alabama" which after all 1. 0Dll' a.bout 45 1I:U.S 

1'l'Ca Sela. ScDnrhsre aloD8 tbe 11De I .t h:1JI ILD4. vith he1p 

1'raIl Porreatal. wu able to persuade l:dJIl to beam. the rtrat 

director at leg18lat1'ft lia:l.8OI1. It •• also clear that we Deeded 

aen:tce 1z:wut, vi th OeDeral Persona to be the kI:1II:t repreaerrtat1:ve 

as well as director otleg1al&t1ve 11&.18011. Tllat wa., a little 

dub:loua to bave h:la 1n botb c&l)aC1t1e." but we needed Air Force 

IUd lfI,vy repreaeDtation. We aaked. the Air Farce a.D4 the • .". to 

__ their on D<II1nat:loD8, I bel.1eve. 'l'heNb,r we sot CJeDeral 

MeIDt7re.. atn.ap to relate &lao trc:a ~J Al&'baIa.. 80 

that we were pret't7 Al& ...... hea"fJ'. The _vy dea1pate4 Harold 

Bouaer ~ Ceoraia. We 1:1&4 a real southam viae tbve he"" 1 JIg 

lea1alat1ve l1a1aon! 

\ 
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I tJd.Dk tbe opent1OD 1IOI"bIl eZtz.~ vell in tlIe -.rl¥ 

per104, ml it JI'Obabq vorba eztz _11l' vell ~. ,.. alao 

declded. we 1IOUl.4 DOt tr.r to ta1ra ewer the 1ec1alatlft tuDotlou 

o~ the."" a."., aDd Air J'o%ce. We woul4 trT to cOOl'd1II&te aDI1 

thareto.re -- I _ DOW 8ldPJll ... &bea4 -- whim we to1'Imla'te4 & 

lealal&tl,.,. p:rocna cd no It_, we woal.4 4el.epte to the Artq 

tbD •• thl.22p. in vb:l.cb the .AnIIr bad t~ pred_nant lDternt; to 

the .Air rorc., the loDs-nuae lI1ea11e proy:tncsr<NJds, yb:lch I 

.poke of eu-l1er, to the lInT, the autharlzaUon 'fC2 ta.aN 

deatro;rez. or wbateye. we voul4 1IIDD1 tor it or aoorasaate 1 t -.traa 

our amee bat vou14 not tl7 to CODCluct it traa our ot'tiee. ~ 

'tore, we II8ftl" ha4 a l.azop l.ec:l.latl .... l1a18on cxt:t1ce. The Air 

Force hid • ft1'7 Jarp ODe; tbe lIsq ha4 a TVT l.a1"p ODeJ I doD't 

mow.how larp the ~'a vu. Brt the operation o:t les1slative 

11&1801l •• in the aen1ee. This al.ao baclitll clraYbac:ka eiDee ". 

'treq~ 'found our lap cut ot't around the bee. wben the sen1ee 

woul4 iDt«rpI"K Ita DaDdate • 11 tt1e cU.fterentq than ve would 

Interpret it. 

cc.1DC biaok to the tlJr .. .tDrl1~., bcwetw, GeDe1"8l. Paraoas 

vu pb..,.....".'. Be b_ 8Yel7bodir on the II1U. He bad varke4 v.1 th 

t~ aU. I'. DOt aq1D1 tlJat he coul4 set ~ he Ukecl tor, 

but he lmew .Ilea to SO to a'IJ4 uk vbeD it wu nece8n.r;r. lie also 

kept the SecNtaq ~ De:t ... utr-lT well a4Y1Be4, CD aD 

of what .... Ialn& em OIl the BlU. GeDIrral 

" 

6T 

I. 
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1I:lIIt;Jre, who 8waee4ecl Qezaenl lWaou vheD 0eIlel'IIl Pw8QJUI . 

later ret1re4, ...... bail-fellow-Yell.met thaD Pel'8OIIa. 

PeraaDe coul4 QQIpl.eteq 8ubo:rc11aate his AmT ~ aa4 

"present all of the aerrien azd &114, to the beat of .., lmovledp, 

&8 be later 414 for B1.8eabaww .. cb:le'f or II'taf'1' f~ the Pru14ent 

at the Wh1te BDuae. MDID1;Jre coul.4 DtrIW do that. 11. l1:aes to 

the Air J'orce were too atrcmc u4 I tboucht that there .. llVQ's a 

tilt tonrcl the Air J'orce. Harold Hauser ill tum succee4e4 

MoIn1;J're aDd probabq Mel a tilt to.r4 the BaV ~ the ... ld.D4, 

except tat ill the cue at Daro14 Ii:Naer b1s .s JIIQre D&1: ... te Qr 

bellet that, U the IIn7 sq. so, it'. cot to be 80. It was 

8'tar8 in hi. .ea about the .v. McIlltJre .. JDQl'tt with -.uce 

aforethoupt, I tboucht. I..,0,re4 warld.as with all. tRee ~ 

th_ &D4 nth the serrice representatives. we c11d set 1Dto deep 

interaern.ce 41ff1cul:t7 by the tiM of the &-36 hear1ap. B1t 

baa1~, ou:r routine leg1slat1ve :tunct1ol1 vent aloas pretv .ell 

aDd ". tid bave excelleDt p8Oil.e. All three 01! tho •• men were 

Rl!IAJlDD: Wu that pure~ coinc1deuce or VIUI tlIat .aa1-plamled, 

tbat the lest818U" 11&1.011 repreHDtat1ft8 were southerner a &114 

co1DC1cle1ltq aD;Y or the Jll8lbea ot the OOIIp'eaa1OD&l CClIIIIi tt ... 

LlIfA: 'l'hfq' vere nc:a:l_te4 b.r the serncea, &lid. the 8ervices .,. 
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law tad_ted. tbIa tar tbat 1'8UOD. 0eDez'al Paraouvu .elected 

b7 - after I bad. ohecke4 &1"OUDIl. 0eDeral Fer80lllJ .t Id.a preaeut 

.. of about eo 18 11'Y11:tc ill J'lon4a nov) I ..... the l..ut t1M 

I a.y h1a ... fev IIDIltba aco. AdId.nl. BoWler, the lut t1IIe I 

a.y Jd.a l&at 7"-':, vu atU.l l1v1aa here. I dozI.'t ]mow about 

OeDeralIbIDt7rei he NtUl"J1e4 to~, I bel:1eve. I 

don't bow :1f he' a art111 ll:v:lDg or DOt. 

COlDtT: WtNl4 BcNaer be & soo4 peZ'eon to aee t 

'lI1IA: I clon't bow bOw IlUch he voul4 r-eber. He voul4 be a 

SOOd penOD to aee U he voul4 have &fIT rec&l.l. I don't mow. 
You 40D't lmov how d11't:lcult it 1a 09'U' .0 aI.\Y' ;rear ••••• 

COlIJlt'.r: I'. aure it i.. I vaa tb1Dld.D& about that when trJill8 

to reo&l1 8C111eth1q tbat happened. Just two yeara sao. BDv about 

Charle. COol1q.f Be'. 1D BxtOD, 1BIl't beT 

LEVA: was the l.ut that I beard. 

CO1m!': Is he still act1.ve7 

LBVA: still active ;rea. Re'. nth the :t1ra of RDpea, Qftq, Best, 

~llcJc., 8DIl Rug. It later ahaI"tene4 'itsaU to it. ari(l1nal 

.... of Ropea and Qrq. I th1Dk he is 1I't111 thare, vhetlIer active 

or COUDsel, I don't kDow. 

" 
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00iWl't: Ia it 'true 111. daupter .. ld.1le4 1D lata 1951 in &Ii 

~b:lle aco14eDt t 

COJUl'rt sca.th:1Z18 I ." thS.. ~ in the file baa aonf'uae4 

M. Do JOU r..-ber .. an Da'MCl Jolm OU&ef 

L1WA: No, DrIer heard the DIM to the 'beat t:¥r ., lmovle4p. 

COIt1I'.r: Ap,pa.nnt:q be wrote a :report OIl tile DOS, the Zaout1 va 

Oft'1ce of the SecNta.I7, 1111114-1952. 

LEVA: '!'hat .. a:tter .,. t1me. 

LEVA: Bot to rJ1I lmowle4ge. Haw 7O'Il taltec1 to BalJlh Stohl' You 

&8ke4 about· Ral.JIh Stohl. 

COllmT: lJo, I havell't. 

L'lVA: Ralph, while he ... nat a-.llXW with pll1q sa I sq, c1Ml.t 

'wi1ib. ever.rboaV. ADIl I tbiJJk he l
• _e. He JDOYecl to Texu, then 

'1 
he aoncl ~ hen. I bel1898 be's in the WMh1aatoD eCtlllnzd'tJ. 

COlUII'.r: SO be tmova ~ •• 

LEVA I He 1IA7 be able to bel.p. I 4on't )mov • 

... 
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LlVA: He ~ueDtq ~el.t tbat .....,. au'. bald .. rde'" epfD!,t 

h1Il ill later ,..re, I Jr:now. It'. a toush 30b. 

COII:In!: ' Wall be oatlaete4 the EDcvt1.,. O:ftic., Mc1D' t bet 

LEVA: Ite aDd. HeMl. outlasted aJ.moet ..,.,.b~, then the,r atartad 

t1pt1DS UIODS thelDee1vea. Did 70U .. 7011 ba4 or ha4 DOt tried 

to talk to Jfelfe1l.t I Just clOIl't mow bow vell he 18. 

COIDIT: I baY. talked to h:1JIl. I suea. I saw lWI trca 12:30 

1D the a.:tterDcoD uuUl about a qU&l'ter O't 8eyeD at D1pt. Be 

.... lD4e1'at1sable. He Jut talked 011 aDd on, and be .. p~a1C&ll.T 

in vert SOO4 slape. 

LlIVAt w.. tb1. ill • .., York? 

COlfJlIiE: Th18 was 1D lfew York. I J2a4 seen Lovett tbat JIOnl1Ds 

8Dl vat \qJ to .ee Ma1fe1.1 that attemocm at b1a oft1ce. Be 11&11 

TfIZ'T ld.D4 alIA took 'WI to the Met1'OpOl1 tazl Club tor lUlJch aD4 told 

us the III08t taacinati1l8 'tbiJ188 -- where it was ilIJ:poae1b1e to put 

UJI a tape recol'der aDd the Dai". lAwel waa 80 terrible we voul..dD 't 

LlBJA: You weren't sure 70U lIearcl Ida but 70U could ~De! 

Bow when 70U .P'u of tbe of't1ce, _a that vb11. he .. st1l.l 
.. 
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LBV'.A: The amce •• 00e is &11 u.anece •• U7 trasecJir. Be had lot. 

of t18bts with Peter Qn.ce and ahoul4 DOt ban 'bac1, 8D4 he ha4 

.:~.~.1rltllPeter ~. CithC-- t~t he ahDul4 ~.)lave had. But; 

MeNeil becaaea veq posseaaift about eHl7 tblue, &D1 he sort ~ 

c_ to 1'esaN tile Oraae 11ne ... bl. own poa ... 81on. Pe1'bapa 

15,.-.ra aco Mer Gl'ace clecidecl to seU the an.c. 11ne because 

over the ~. he hacl a4e DO 3IOIleJ' on the South ;AMricaD t:ra4e. 

It ~ have taken five )pSI'S to c11QOse of it. lfow in it. broa4 

outline., DO~ told me wlW" the1 414 1t. I W&8 d01.DI tbe lepl 

vork to saU it aDc1 to structure 1t in it. broa4 outline •• I 

woul4 aq tbat Peter Gzoace'. ~eel1IIa vas that, 1~ you ae11 the 

CJl'ace 11_ ~ar $110 m:lll1011, tbat'. $40 lI1ll1on you don't have to 

borrow trail the bazik, tbat J'OU clon' t bave to pq intereat 011, tbat 

70U can 1DYUt ill' a :tert1l:1z .... 1Jl,&Irt in the 11m..tecl Statea. 

IDatea4 of lo.iDS moll.,. OIl Latin AMricaD sb!PI2C aDd PIQ'i. 

11lte1'eattD a buk, 70U CaD make DIOIleJ'o It was a aOUl:l4 bualnea8 

decision. D1t Mac' 8 attitude ... , "Tbi8 18 the pearl in the 

Grace ..;pin, a:a4 this 1s what the srud:tatber touDcle4, IIUI4 thq 

caD't t&lat 'IIItI ships ~ traa .. , aDd 80 f'arth, aDd J'O'l &Ill J'el.:1z Larkll1 

are cUrt,. bastvd8 tor helpiD3 Peter. If That·. the •• 8eDee. low 

tb1s ".. DOt articulatedl the oDl¥ 1'easOD I tell 70U 1. tl'Jat it'. 
'\ 
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tntcal. Of MIa'.I'-.cJt1oa to a:bIDn~. Ycna'l'e eltMr vl'th 

h1a or .... Dft lda. *81; at IW lite I ban baeD Y1th b1a CD 

al1IIoat et.,tlzlDl becauae be'. & YfIq sod :tell.ow, I tb1Dk. 

B1t CD thoae occaa1cma WeD 7OU're ap1Dat h1m, he reall7 

thiDka JC1l're .. l1U'1&b. 

c..'Olml'!: I au bel1-.e that. 

IilWA: I wrote b1a a letter last veelr.. I JIIIIaD II. OD 1P"lr1rc 

t.... Be tl:d.Db I •• a tn1tar to ... claaa vheD I let b:1m. 

sell hi. sh1pa. 

COBDr.l': well tb&t'. & shaae.· I thtDk he IIUt ba..,. ptten over 

tlat a 11 ttle bit. lie'. more wo.rr1e4. about taD. risht nov. . 

liI'lA: tis son i. a rising aecuti," in the Grace ..,11'e; so he 

LIlVAl He dOe. VOI!r7 abeNt hi. tuea, he worries about hi. 

1llYeat1leuts. I to14 Ida he can't liTe 1011& ~ to speDll a11 

hi. lIOntr.r, 8Z24 I 4DD' t lmaw wha~ be'. ~ about. He' 8 a 

real. ~ rlaht-v1as Repibl1can, JOU bow. On poll tical iaauea 

we .1IQll' cu't 4180ual a.a;rtb1US. 

C()lU)E!: Well, be told _ MacArthur .. ript, MacArtbm". solution. 
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LWA: I haft DO 4oubt1. Aa I to14 JOU, lit_ell ~ coal. ill 

WOrld ~ I azd be buIl't aott8ll otez' tbat. 

COlmIT: I aa.1re h1Ja ill ~ vqa. I thousbt be vu a pel"1IOD 

who vu aelt--.4e &rJ4 who bad. • • • • 

IiI'IA: Aatualq it was Olp, bi_ 1I11"e. I c1oll't know whetbar 

J'OU Wft at hi_ &pIo1"taeDt; 01" what. 

COlVIIr.l': Bo, I c11clD't meet ht. v1f'e. 

LBVA: abe'. a' YC7 mae per_aa. 

O)lflUT: 1 wezrt up alODe to ... Lovett aIl4 VeDt don to 1k'owIl. Bl"Othe1'& 

.lJIIzT1aD~'OD lIIJ.1 9t:l"eet. '1'he thiDC that upeet .. va_ that 

111". Lovett, with a pacem1rer ill bi& bod;y aDd pnera1 poor health, 

dec1clec1 be ba4 to walk thi. he&V DaCbiDe all the ~ tlJrou8h tbe 

bu1cll:1DC aD4 40WD all. the tbirt7 at&1ra, cuzrv:1.Ds .tun, into the 

street IU24 ha11 a taz1cab. I coul4 not set thl.t :ucb1ne avq :trca 

h1a. I wa_ territie4 that he vu so1l:18 to 1"all. clJ:nrIl. 

LlIVA: 7Ia1l¥'. or1S1D&l.ll'TexanJ )"OU can't set &'IIq :rrc. thOlie 

801ltberDer_. Lovett'. :rather va_ 1'.raIl Tau. 'l'beJ' said he 'WU a 

pbez2,..,., la",.... Be vas the ~ 4",.... lfe cae up to 

!feW York after do1D8 their work on ra:Uroad.a aDd. vbat not dovD 

111 Taaa. 

C01tDIT: SO the Ifa.rr1man h.1Id.~ &D4 the Lcmrtt :t8Id.q bad 'beeIl 

cozmectecl. 
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COlIDI": It. hc:I»1I2& tlIat Mr. BI.rJ":laD will aee _ ap1D DQV tlat 

he'. back or ~ b&ck W8 week. I saw h:1Ja &lao about two 

78&1'8 880. 

LWA: lie baa a~ 70UDC fit. now. You aboul4 see her. 

L3'1'A: Sbe'. TfII!1 cbarII1l38, 'YfIZ'T IB4 1'1_ IJOW becaue this JOUD8 

1.,. baa VI"1 tt_ a boot. Sbe'. DIO't VfIf1:T h&PW about tba:t; at all. 

a..J.a il irate 18 the word. 

CORDl'I: AQare~, 'tNt 70U 1mov to let a book pubUshe4 DOW 

ENei')tb1qJ baa to be • • • • 

L'lV'A: The book tbat I thOu&ht vas It traaeq was the ...,. Sulall'abl' 

book, wh1ch 8houl4 Dlftl" bad bee v.r1 tten, certa1nlT not wb1le 

*-1. lI1s8Dhover .... Uv1Dg. Wbo~ .slde :trOll wbat'a in tt, it's 

Juet a horrible t1d.ng. 

COIm'1': su-era'bJ' waa cS;y1Dg. I peaa ahe c114D't plan it vella 

a. didn't bow Jut when ahe'd die. 

1I_IU_: She did vr.l te that tor DIOl1eT thouab, vun' tit f 

LE'lA: ~ent~. I don't lmovJ I torpt the tiDd.DS. Well, 

I haven't v.r1tteD DT boot 1ft, :tortUDa~. SlDce I cu't 

15 
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~ &DI'th1D8. I CUl't vr1ta & book. W!at ban ... c:.s.tte4 r 

<.'OIDlT: TJat'a vbat I ..... FiDC to uk J'OU. Wbat tan ". 

_tteel! 

cl~ ... pb1UaopbT. I. there scae ccmt.n41ct1on ~ M. 

preftOUI atu tude wbezt. Aaaiaturt Secretal7 of war UDder Waoc1r:lDc 

&D4 his 'budcet ccaac1ousDes. in 191f.9 anA 19507 I 't17 to 

ratloDal:1.e tl:d.Dp 111 ."" own Jld.D4 &D4 JIll raticmal1ation there i. 

alODg the.. llnea: Jolmacm C8III8 1Dto otftae .S Secreta:r7 of 

De1"eue 1.....u.t~ after J'auellt&l's battles ~or a larpr 

budpt. I thiDk we haft to rfIIIBiber vbat a larpr lnJdpt ,.. 

then. Mr. ~ha4 placecl • ce1l1D1 of $13 billion 011 Da1"eD8e. 

Go1JIs Dack to wbat I was eq1Ds about authorizatioDl ancl e.ppzoopriaUOll8, 

lIlT recollection, bad as it ls, ls that ~. 'l'ruIIII.n ba4 placed. a 

ce1l1na of $13 blW,ou on autbOrizaUOIl8 J 70U can't have 

authoril&tiOl18 tor more tbaD $13 blll10a 111 J18V prosnaa. .AJJ4 

he bad alaO place4 a a.HiDS of $ll bll.l101l, or $11 bill10ll p1.us, 

011 actual a:pezd1 tw... CCIIpLre4 to tbe preseat budpt at $100 

blll10n plus, we':re real.lT tal 1d ns about a bu4cet ill the D.t.ture 

of $U bill1cm to $13 billion, .... $a b1UI.on. J'orrestal toupt, 

ble4, &114 d1e4 tor $2 bi1l1.on .... In the laat ~e1s. He 414 

IIoOt pt it. ~ I8le it quite clear that lDtl&t1OD,.. a 

ten'1ble probl_, etc., etc. It. DDt DOW aqiJlc who .... riaht • 

... 
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I _ ~ that vheD Jabaeoo c-. in. be cCN14 !aft __ & 

Be cOlZl4 line touaht ~ar $, biWOA maN# 'but be kDew a.. well 

tlat ~ .. a't Fl. to (Ii:ve &II 1nah. I tJ:l.1Dt he wu Jut . 

-H. the but ot tile 81tuaUcm. Be II1pt &8 well an aD7 

poUtlcal lmao. alcms the 11ae tlJat be cOUl4 becauae it. woul4 3ust 

be & DDIl Qu1xOte pstUN to f1sbt to!" a l.arpr bu4pt aiDe. he 

vun't. &01_ to set 1t. I sueu JIlT aasver to tl3at queatlO1l 1. 

tbat he zoeall1' __ 't, ill., J'tdfpMmt, 401. tlJ1. ~tr pol.1t1cal 

reucu. Be was ...... t!IaD 8la4 to set &'lIT poUtlcal ~allout, but 

he 1IU a4voa&tiD8 the onq bUISpt he thouPt he ba4 &QF reuoD&b1e 

chuce ~ sett:1q. That'. wb,y there .. all. the talk abeNt cutt:J.ns 

out 1'&t iDBtee4 cd 1IIIl8cle, aid 110 on. ~ 3vt we't &01128 1;0 

by alIT JIIDZ'e 110..,. 
COllDIT: __ there aDJ' correctaea ... t a.U in JobDaou'. statellleut t 

JJe bel4 to that neD after he ba4 lett the Secretar7'8 clair. In 

teatU)i.D8 (June . 1951) , he _&14 thaD once apin that he tbousht 

that the DItpI.rtmezrt o~ De1'enae ._ 1D better "pe to lIOn &hea4 

In d1rect1cma 1t 8houl4 take thaD it would have been mel he DOt 

cut vb&t vu cut. 

LBVA: I doubt that, but I cto th:I.Dk tbat the eftort vu to mate the 

cute in areu vb:lcb were DOt all'tbat :paiD1'u1 :1Jl t ... · or 1I111'taz7 

atrer.lgth. You Jmov# 

J 
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cour ... tbe 111111'.&17 ., aw, but lAt'. "un ..,. -- aa4 I _ be 

~ Oft bue v1th tid. becauaeI ctmatt b&ft .",4NJ'1'Ct 

n ..... _. tbat tMre are 30 ~ course. ~s .. aDd 120 111 

tb:I.s COUDb7 Jaizrt&1n e4 'bJ' the 1IIll1tar.r ~ tbe benet1t ~ tM • 

peapla at tld.. or that lIOR. ~,pzovicU. recre&t1oaal 

haiUtie. tor a1.11'ta:r',r peraoDDe1 and. theU c1epeD1eat. 1s 

~. azt..:perhape it 70U taD a real look at tb1s, &114 70\1 

t1D4 tbat there's a publlc course 0I1't em J'all.a Boe4 wb1ch tile 

1*JPl.e at 'the 1ft.A. Ba.ttez:r ~ a JI1l.e &1111¥ cou14 uae wi tlxmt; 

lav1DC their OWD aoa course, J"OU'U t1D4 that there le. a-.Feat 
deal ~ JIODIIT tl:I&t can be aVlMl in 1iJIe :tat 1uateacl ~ JIWIcle. 

I tb1Jlk that the trouble 1e that, ODC.7OU set 7OU1"aelt a pl. 

or $1 btl11cm out· ~ & $12 b1lUem bu4pt 01" $1.0 btll1cm out ~ .. 

$l4O biW.on bud&et, tbeD 70U _va to SO be;roiJd tbe :tat aa4 iD:to 

the auacl.. It's sort of a selt-propell.1ns prapoa1Uon. 

Bcmethele .. , I tb1s that there are larp &:NU of tat f'rCa., 

observation oZ 1'%' s, cama1asar1ea, aD4 what not. 1br I this 

monl.e 1D laurope be1DS wbat it iI, 70U hava to ha .... a 1'% aDd 

• place tor peo:pl.e who are at aD 180latecl post. :azt vbv ehO\1l4 

the people at Walter Reed. need a ccad.sa1:7' I tJll just ustac this 

as all auple. I don't bell..,. &JI¥ of this baa ever ree.l.q been 

atud1e4 a4eq,.te.l7; .,-be 1t voul4 ooat mare to 8t1.lll' it thaD 70U 

1101114...,.. I _ penaone.1 1-7 COIIriDCecl that there are larp are&8 

where 70U coul4 8&Te neD it )'O\J (ud J'OU' U zteiNr eft tJd.e tl:Ir'ou8h 

the ODDp-e.s) ha4 to lUPPl~t ~'. 'J}&7 at Walter Reed 

78 



_._-_ ... ', " 

.. --- .-.------_....... .......--...--..-...... . 

, . 
Page determined to be U~ 
RevieWed ChIef. RDD. WHS 
lAW EO 13528, section 3.5 

lJate: MA Y"O 1 2013 
, . 

bT lD pereeut .0 tbattheJ' coul4 buT in the ~1Iet. 1dd.cb 

ohaqe aarbstaDt; price.. It wou14 be cheaper thaD Id.r1DS all. 

the l'8OJl.e to 1'UD the atore. .AD4 the l1qUiOI' aton _. tbe,y've 

sot cae at the lazpat liquor a'tare8 in tovD.! Ia tbi. 8CIIotrth1na 
vh1cJ1 7011. Jmovf 

COIDr.r: Yea, I lmev that. 

LBVA: All r1abt. I 8&14, "_ 1n 004' a DaIle 40 the,y ba" to .... 

tlati" . I _8 tol!!, ''Well" WfIr1 aabuq 1n town bup a.t that liquor 

store." I dDubt TfIrT III'I1Ch tbat our _bu.iea ~aeu are tl'ea.te4 

eq~ vell, &DIl I doubt that the ArJv's budpt for Wal.ter Reed 
, 

nee4a to 1Dclude talI:1:ac care of f!IVf!Iq eaibuq in town. 

LEVA: Prob&b~. Dzt JOU kD:Iv, l.et th_ br:ln8 in their OVD. ikt 

voul4 buicall¥ be IQ'view. I demit Jmcnr. All 1011&10 I'. 88¥1aa 1n 

t ... o't IDut. JohDacm 1s, he l'~ va8 seekiJ1a for area. where 

he could cut :tat, DOt DIWIcle. In SCIDe iD8taDcea he ..,. _ve been 

, l"1sht, aDd 1n scae instance. he ,.,. ha.... been w.rcms. art I dOubt 

TfIr'1' IIlUCh that b.Y' virtue of hi. cut. the 11111 tar.r were strozJpr. 

I doD t t real.lT tb1nk it vu s'tl'OD8. 

R'BARD1!lI: YOIl were 'ft'1:7 close to the process of 4welop1Z18 the 

lepslat1on, and it's DOt qu1te clear bOw T.r1aaD arrlTe4 at the 

l.clea of puttiZ18 .. ce1U:ac on the De1'eue bUdpt. Do J'OU ba .... 
'. 
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LWVA: 110. Pl"ob&~ ttsure4 tb&t "... the ~ VIII' 118 oou14 

poaa1b:q c)g it. 

LlI'IA: Bow 414 t,D4oa JohDsoD arri'Y8 at the fact that be .. 

SOins to bo14 the f'l!Id.e1'a1. bu4pt to $100 bU.l.1oa bi. t1r8t 7-.r 

:I.D Oft'1aet It .. a 1'011t1~ IJ&l&ble ftpre. Bed IU\Y" of 

the boob about 'that period. *' l.oriDs pa"tDW Mr. J'ovler, who 

bee.- Secretary ~ tba '1'1"euur1', who bad been TbJder EJecntar:r ~ 

the '.rl'euw::r UIId.. Kenned;J', new c10IrD to TtacN 1--'J atelT after 

JohnflO!" •. firat trip back bale 8Z24 the;r put their hea48 topther 

aDd t.be,r 4ec1decl tJl&t, if' you coul4 aU 1t $99.999 bill.1on, tbat 

was a-'bette polltlcal. :t1aure tbaIl $l.OO.lll b1l11on. I .. SUIIIe 

Ml-. 'l'ruIaD c.- out the __ ~. !Blat does ra1Dcl., if' I 

41dD't show J'OU" Of' Mr. TrumaI:l1 • letter to _, larseJ,T witten 

b,y' Mtt. 11 • .., • 

to DiM year.. It t. 'VfII!t' Dice. 

LEVA: It ~ ....... UJre 901 

COlmIT: mil thq call "TOU oYer to the White Bcnlae to receive this t 
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LaYA: Ib,· ... to· ncetft 1:be l.ter. a-. ~ oaU __ OYer 

to t1Ie Wldt. BNee beton be 1IOUl4 ac~ ~ rea1fpaUCIl. Jll4 I 

MIlUCil tla1: to 7011 t 

a lpeech vnter, .. I talA J'OIl lut time; 80 he la:lev _, &Del 

Mra. ~,... Y8l7' ~ to ., v.l.~e. abe vaa thea a 1'OI:IIIC 

'br.1cta. Bamber, I becaN 0eDeral. Qouuel. Qt Deteue wheD I .. 

32 &ad Au1staut Secnt&rI' or· ~ .. a WeD I ".. .y.. Thtr t.natecl 

- l1b • 70UDS upatart. Thq were V8Z7 neet to us • 

.. NCOUect1c:m ~ tlIa1: 1:1IIe, aDd tld._ cODl.4 'be Just throusb 

the III.lt or tbe J1!U'8, ... alOllS these l.1Des: I kept 88l'1DS to 

Lovett. "I've got to set out ~ here." I to14 111m .. ~ with 

.~. ~stal had bMD rar one year an41t ha4 ~ baeD 1'1 .... Year­
plus- tho8a other periocla. IDvett kept 8~, when tbe war ill 

Korea ... PD4r OD, "You C&1l't leave, there' 8 a VU' ao1D8 OD. You 

CaDit lean clur1IIs a WZ'J you woul.dD't teal r1&bt," u4 10 011. I 

8&14, "Aa BOOIl aa there 18 a stop or axvth:l.na" J 80 when there ".. 

a ceue ftre lD ef:tect 8.D4 10M, .... neaot1at1DS tbe ezcbMp at 

1IOUDde4, I 8&14 to tmett, "llov JO'1 I
" sot to set me out ~. here. 

You took the re8)'IOI18ib1UtT :tor teep:l.D8 _." Be s&14 be'4 apeak 

to GeDenal MIzoaball, aD4 he aal4 that It wu. all. datat Cd lIODl4 

'\ 

81 

j 



• hS·· .• ' . 
I.., ' 

• 

.: !:., .... ~'I:' .... 1:· ~ 'r' ·lt~· .... ~ .. _ .... ~. iv, "'!' ri-_, .. ·.ttt .. , .... iMn.-... ~ ___ ... 

Page determined 10 be UncJaaaIfied 
Reviewed Chief, ROO, WHS 
lAW EO 13526, SectIon a.s 
~: MAra 1 2013 

tell the Pnda.rt. We baA .. -u ao.W:&IiI8Ilt, .. % .,.. !lIRe 

"... 'tbne AaaiataDt s.az.eta:ri .. ~ Dlitenae. 80 ~ 

0eDenl. ... ha11 taU the Plui4ellt tbat I WDte4 to lean, u4 

the nut tbiq I act .. a .asap to ccae 0Nr t.II4 He the 

PreI14ezd;. I vent oYer aDl be at4, "_ do J'OU VUlt to lea.,. f 

Is ,there 8CIII8'bb:1Dc aoiD8 Oil :I.n the 1N:11UDS tbat I IIboul4 Jmov 

about! Are 70U ad nth --'bocJF," I _el, '''Bo, I baTe two 

7O\Ul8 ch1ld:re11, aa 7Ol1lmov,· wb1.ch he tiel bow. SlDCe it ".. 

1951 I bad. 'tvo ch1l4ren, 0118,.. :ri.,., one.. tour.. I 11&14 tat 

I h84 to set cmt, practice lay, &D1 -.u .. 11'9'1Ds. ADd he 8&14, 

"You' zoe lIUl"e there' a DO ~, aaaetlI:IJ:t& I aboul4 lmov 

about'" "110, ML-. P.ru1dem., I'. 'YfIrT bam' vt.th the paopl.e, p1; 

alODl :tine v.1 tb the :people. I've baA thl.s ~ 8ft1" 

sinc. Porreatal' s _ that I COUl4 set cmt, aDd. ZJQV' 8 the time 

to ac." "Well, tllat'. :fiDe. Tbat'.1'1I1e. I.1'W1t 'WIltecl to be 

sure." "-t'. the sort of :reUow be vas. We c1OI1't have aDI' 

COJIIltT: Well, that'. DDt 0Dl¥ 8euit1ve to ,.au but be was k.eep1Da 

a sharp -.,.. OD the depar'tment. 

LD'A: Oh~. He,... quite a boy. You .... tM., I'. a pic:tuZ'e 

collector. X'ate Fo~.,. brOucbt that (plcture ~ Forrestal) out; 

to _. I cU4 DOt ask tor a picture. lOt.te J'al.eJ' 'I:Irousb't out the 

}J1atUl."e u4 8&14, "Be uke4 me to br1zJa J'OU tb1s. Be'. D"" 
-. 
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COIDr.r: y .. , tlat 1. lIlea. I read. JOUl" acCOUllt of Ibzzeat&1'. 

laat two c1ap 1D the ~, L'll:lzou7 'b'aDaor1pts, aD4 I IIWIt ..., 

it 1 • .n l101parrt. I 4141l't r.u .. bow be4 it wa. That".. 

~ tnt;t.Y' terr1ble. Do JOWl teel tbat ~DStOD ~ haft bad 

au.ytb1. to 40 v1th tlIat audd_ cbaDpf 

L!l'IA: 110. ~OD baa DO recoUectiOD. Be baa aa1el to _, 

"Are J'OU sure I 1"'04e nth h1II, an 70U aure I 1"OIla v.lth J'1JIf" 

I .-14, -r •• , It. aura J'OU J'OCIe nth J1a 'becaue 70U ld.clred _ 

out ~ the c:e.r." I clOD't tJdzzk 80. You •• , the.r had baeD 

tC'1"1b~ aloe. :tr1eDda in t.beir busine8S aDd l'erlODal careers. 

It reeJ.:b" hurt J'o:rreetal that QrmtaatOD UJl4erCNt Jd.a at the 

PeIrta&oD. It hurt ld.JI, but 1 t dUn't 'lake 111m b1 tter about 

8J2I1D&ton.. So I cJgD't think tat voul4 have ha4 azP.Ttb1DS to 40 

v.lth 1t. 

C01mr.L': It vas just the er.I4 or the 1'0&4. 

UNA: It .. Just -- I cJoD't kaov. I:mow a l1ttle blt .x'. 

about .uCh tlrS,,1S DOW, DOt much more, 1nrt; a l1ttle bit Dm'e thaD 

much 18 & ehad.cal. proe ... in the huam boct¥. B'e.1uat hel4. on 

80 loDe &D4 then be nqpe4. 

.. 
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.. 88J1Da that be 41dJll t rea1l¥ Jmow bgw .ucla waJdaV1na 

coul4 cSo ~ .. OM. I 1&14 I IIa4 nIMI tb&'t tbe1r I'&te ~ care 

.. ~ the __ .. apmtauoua CNN8 tlIat OCCUl'. :att JOU 

c10 baw to be laIpt. ~ cc.altt1D8 suic14. it- 7O'l vat e1.ther 

ld.Dcl of cUre, lIJIC)JItaDeoua C8' othc'w1 ••• 

IilVA: I th1Dk I ., baft· Mi4 to Tou, I'.,.. certat~ s&14 it in 

the T:ruIaD Lt'braz7 CCIIIIP1lat1on, that Bberatadt flew dDvD to J'lor14& 

taJd.1J8 ~. 1IIDIL1D&V 1d.th !da aDCl wanted to take VOrreatal 1;0 tbe 

Memd.Dpl" Climc. 

CCIQlI!r: Be fl. dDVIl 1;0 FloricJa to dO tlat f '!'.bat 1. vbc & 

ctec1s1ClD .. lB4.t 

I.ilVA: Yea. Mrs. 7Oneat&l. either c&1le4 'l'rumaD,ar T.rUIBD .,.lled 

. bar. TId." .. trWa-ihen an4 1. probablT 8Cl~ true DOW - 't~ .... ..~ _ .. - ... _-- ; - -' . 
:fait t~~~ -tOo'~:;cb atipe. attaahe4 to be1J:ls 1~ .. mental. 

bosp1 tal. 'l'her.Y pd; b1JIl 1n & _ftl. hDapi tal vb1ch 1s not a .mal 
.' ........ - - _.. ._.- - .' .. 

hoapl tal, becaua. 0Illl" IA 1410t vou14 pd; aa.'boCtT OIl the 17th 

:tloor. That's DOt 8&14 ntb b1D4alpt~ I aakeel lat .. about the 

MItmI:1J2Ier' s, &D4 theJ' 8&14 tM.Y voul4 n.nr Pllt &r/lOU who VUI 

~ clepr ... ea &boTe tbe aeccm4 floor, pro~ DOt aboYe the 

be protecte4 hall 1N1c14e until )'OU caD set vell. I tb1D1t DCN 

tbeJ' ban 80· ~ Im'e ...s1c1nea Yhtcb ... to be specific. lUll 

baa 4cme sc.e vo:a4ertul. tJz11lp' 
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-
COIDIT: WbaI .. he 'ria1t1UC clOVI.\ in J"lor1cJa, wha 1» veDt 40WD 

there, You PIt b1m OIl the pl.aDe. 

LlVA: Dersta4t &DIll I Jilt Ida OIl the plaDe. Z30 J'Ozl'eatal "... 

at Bobe SDuDl, at whO.. baIe·.I forget. I phonecl lOb Lc:rntt, who 

was ,at lbbe SouZI4 at bia CMl bOlle, ad. I aa1cl, "For (JOel' a sake, 

__ the »laDe whm he pta tbere. 1))Q't let; 30. ..et J:d.a &l.oDe." 

ADd. Lonttt .. ea1cl a1Dce, 111 aClll8'thiDS'that he wrote, tbat the 

... who sot art the plane .. DOt at aU the DB1I he bad left 

vIwm he left here. lie saw tb1. aUt-Up, p-1lIll1ttle Iri .... n, 

he saiel. The t1"&1l8tomatiO!1 wu 'weMate. He left oft1ce OIl 

March the 26th rea1.1¥ u4 he held b:1DIel.f topthar r_8OI3&b~ vel.l 

tlIrouah the ArIt84 Senic .. ODI:I.ttee lIIIHt1aa the DBt .. in which 

carl Viuou preaented b1m with a bovl &D4 ma4e all sort ~ poll te 

re.ru. TbaD he vet to plece. 1--Uat~ aft8l" tbat. 

COMIl'T: IlICZ'e41ble. Velve be. l.uclQ' that no other Secretari.s 

ot Defens ••••• 

LIW.A: Well. the 8tra1n is trem.aclcus, bI.It; vbo bon U it's the 

atnin ar IICIIIt'th1J:Ia elH. 1l1. f'aIId.~ .. pretty Qocl-awhl. to 

h1a, J'OU lmov. lie arrie4 a 41vorce4 PNteatant ud tlIe;r t1'eatecl 

.. 
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ld.a .. tbouI\I '-,... a.4 u4 ..... 4u4. ~ 1dIDle·tIdIla ....... 

. 
LlWA: 'l!IO bo,r., vbca I !taye't ... ill 8QI8 J'8U". I UM4 to ... 

MlUael, the ol.4m' one, • sr-t c1ea1J ba'. at ~ u.4 sterll~! -. ---.:--~ 
Pat .. I ue4 to ... upm occu1ma. _ vit. UM4 to tz7 to set 

thG aatu With th1. a:Sz1 ar tbat sirl ar 'tile otlIer. I 11&14, 

"rOIl bOw, "tb8I' .. tat -.r.r:laae, wld.c1l .. em tbe ~ fraIIa 

tba waft ODe,. U4 I clca't tb1Dk the.r w&Dt aflI.- lfe1t1:aer of ~ 

... ftC &Ott- .-r:r:1e4. I tb1*'" abo\214 w:1D4 up. 

cOltDI'l': 'DJ1a h&8 been str~ belpf'al. We are Tel' sratetul tor 

your u.. 
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LEVA, lIAWEs, SYKINOTON, MARTIN & OPPENHEIMER 

"'AIlII La_ 

8'. CONNC"CTICUT AVENUE, N. Wo, 
TUlCO'111 (10.) W-Oeb/ ... -0401 
TeLEPHONE (IOZ) 818-7800 

WASHINGTON, O. C. 2000. 
CAlL! PCM.U Tna •• 1710 

OI .. ECT LINE (aoa) 8.8- 7821 

LLOY •• " ... INIHON 
~~C~" C •• ~DLIII 
,.IIANa M.O_NHIII14111 
..I0 .. N Go "CLU:II 
IIO.IM MA""'. 

January 28, 1982 

CIlAt. MATHEW. 

L.STEII .. "" ... A" 
IIleHAliD ... LAIlMAN 

"aTII •• "'''NIS 
..I0MII •• HO',. 
..1o ....... N. _ICII 
MIC"",EL" .H.~_D 
"ENNeTH l.se"ANI. 
Y .. o ..... No U:14.EIIS 
11001,. .TIIELOW 
1l0~ IIlIltLIN 
LOWILL a. TUIIN.ULL 
IIOIIEIIT It. II"UCE 
CATHLeEN ... aouel.AA 
."1"''' .. DIII.COLL. 
,.lteD w. OEL£ION 
LeONAItD A. MtLLEIl 

Dr. Alfred Goldberg 
OSD Historian, RoOa 5C328 
The Pentagon 
Washinqton, D. C. 20301 

Dear Dr. Goldberg: 
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..I0NII ,.. NOItTY 
COUII.IL 

DOIIALD .. AllIlISON 
ANDIIIW .. WII .... _ 
". _ILU~ ..I01t0A1l 
IIOIIIIIT .. ,...YLOII 
.TIVI" ". .... ltC • .,'" 
CD_liD II. MULU:II 
CAIIMEN Do LIOATO 
.Ielll ""OOAIIMI. TllllltT 
"CLEII I. .INDIIl 
..... CON ... ".11 ... .. 
AII"1I0N" Co I ... TIIN 
WILLIAN 0. .IMON 
LYHN L. lie_ISDN 
allUCE .... 0.1l~" 
WI!. ... A ..... UIlT" 
VEItIl III. _t.IllC. 

In reply to the question posed in your latter of 
January 26, 1982, I can see no reason for the interview. 
with me (referred to in your letter) to be restricted 
in any way. In other words, _ I have no restrictions or 
condi~ion. to ~aeon the material which I provided 
in the course of the interviews on March 8, 1974 and 
June 10th and 14th, 1977. 

With best personal reqard., 

~. 

ML.:vmh 


