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MEMOtuINDUll rOR TliE DIR-ECTOII, DETENSB I\IAPPII{G AGENCY

Subj: Irnpact of SEASAT-A Altimetry Data on Ocean Survey
Program (OSn1 Surveys (U)

Ref : (a) DY,\ l*follg3oz FEB 77
(b) Phoricon betr'.,een l"!r. Tselepis (OCETlNAV-Code N31)

and tlr. Schrvir,rner (Dl"^l\-Code PPS) of 3 Feb 77

1. (l In co4siaeration of the inferred, urgency of responCing
to r4ference (a), this memorandum constitutes an interim reply
and confirins reference (b). The rationale Ceveloped in
support of the figures in the folJ-orving retvrite of paragraph
2 of reference (a) wilL be submitted wlthin ten days under
separate cover: (u)

nThe OSP effort in strpport of TRIDEIiT was init,ially
planned, for a total of 44 ship years of ef,fort incluCing
Lhe contribution of SEAFAr-A. (This is based on initial
estirnates that SEASAT-A wouLd satisfy safety of navigation
and gravity infornration requirernent,s in 70 percent of the
TRIDENT opErating area.) Based on additional studies anC
the analyiis of cuOs-3 data, it ls now estimated that
SEASAT-A will satisfy these requirements only in depths of
greater than 15?q- fathons. These areasl i.e. those greater
than 1570 fatffiTE, represent, appro:<imately 7C percent of
the overall Tp.rDElir surrey re@1d, lequire
40 to 70 per_cent riiore OSP-shif yearb fof survey i,f SEASAT-A
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RAI)M Ross N. Williams
Office of Diroctor, Defense

Research and trng.ineering
The Pentagon
Roonr 38I30
Washington, DC 2O3Ol
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Francis L. Williams
Director, Special programs
Office of Applications
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Dear Ross:

This retter is to folrow-up my verbar request of nid-December for a DoD assessment of the impact and imprica-tions to the seasat-A program if the arlimetric portionof the artimeter data ctrrrentry pranned for acquisitionduring the mission was not accomplished.

Your immedia'be responso wourd be appreciated and hope-fully not later than r.Tanuary 25.

SincereJ-y,

MDR: M-
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By direction of the OceanogoPher
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RADM Ross N. Williams
Office of Director, Defense

Research and Engineering
The Pentagon
Room 3El30
Washington, DC 2O3OI

Dear Ross:
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JUil [ I 2015

This r'etter ie to fo110w-up my verbal request of mi<l-December for a DoD assessmlnt of the irnpact and impriea-tions to the seasat-A program if the aliimetric portionof the artimeter data curiently pranned for acquisitionduring the mission was not accomplished.

Your immediate response wourd be appreciated and hopo-fully not later than rlanuary 25.

Sincerely,

4^-*,; r€rt),-ol;-
Srancis L. Williams
Directorr Special. prograrms
Office of Applic.rtions
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