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Comalttee on Armed Servlces
ATTN: Mr. Tom Cooper
Room 2120
Rayburn House 0fflce Bulldlng
tlashlngton, DC 2051s

Dear Tom:

As a follow-up
I am attachlng
for selectlng t
mlsslle survell
condensed versl
Defense Appropr
tre lntend to re
to Congress thl
you to support
dldate optlons

Attac hme nt

17 APR 1979

tstsy

S. L. Zelberg
Deputy Under Secretary
Strateglc t Space Systems

Dir., DS l'.,t
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0 our recent conversatlon regardlng MSp,brlef papgr that descrlbes our ap[roach
e future dlrectlon of our space-baied
ance programJ. It I s , essentlal I y, a
n of the testlmony I gave to the HAC
atlons Subcommlttee. As you wlll note,
ch an OSD posltlon and take our plans
summer. In the meantlme, I encourageur FY80 budget reguest so that the cin-

emaln open.

l,lR . YOST/ pJbl57 327
0uSDRE(DS)/17APR79
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SPACE-BASED MISSILE SURYEILLANCE PROGRAI.IS

(u) In conJunctlon with the Alr Force,OsD has decided on an
approach for determlnlng the future dlrectlon of our space_
based misslle surverrlance programs. Thrs approach has been
briefed to the House Appropriations committee by osD and
the Air Force during testimony to support a reprogramming
action for the Mrssir e surveir lance Technology (}lsr) program.

(u) Attachment A is a chart whlch ilrustrates the steps lre wlll
be following. The key feature of the plan ls an osD review
of space-based mlsslle survelllance requlrements (as part of
a broader revlew of al I mlssll e wanning progrrms) ano the
selection of the proper programmatlc optlon to meet the agreed
upon requirements. The drivfng lssues are the need for a

follow-on system to DSp and the technologlcal and programmatlc
aPproaches for satlsfying a need, shoulo one exlst.

t4
rrnderway.

Seyeral of the effonts noted ln the chart are presently
The Air Force Is errrrontlv rovlewlnq tha rF(rrrroilolrt.;

to upgrade our mrssile surveilrance capabrlrty. Ar so, as a

consequence of the favorable }.lST reprogrammlng declslon, the
Air Force should no$, be continulng the development and evalua-
tion of mosaic focal planes, refinlng the preliminary designs
of prototype and operational systems, and con

I) lcia I sliy
' c .'rl? :v i, n.
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plannlng for possible follow-on prototype and operatlona'l

systems . Fol I owi ng compl eti on of these tasks , the i nforma -

tion on the requirements and on the systems desigrs, includlng

focal plane technology, should be brought together by the Alr

Force for development of options and recommendatlons. As a

part of thls exerclse, 0ARPA HALQ technologles must be speci-

fically considered and explolted as approprlate so that the

comblned set of optlons fully reflects all the ongolng relevant

tec hnol ogy devel oPments.

Lt{ tn" options that are developed should encompass a full/-'
range of posslbllltles lncludlng (.a) contlnulng wlth the present

DSP for the foreseeable future, (b) lncorPorating SED lnto DSP'

(c) initlatlng MSP development after several years and taking

extensive advantage of DARPA technologies, and (d) lmmedlately

inltlatlng development of a follow-on to DSP based prlncipally

upon the !,losalc Sensor Technology. For each case a cost-benefit

assessment must be made, the penalty for not taking actlon should

be deflned, the system deslgns lncludtng the essentlal tech-

no'logies should be deflned, ancl a program plan should be

devel oped.

(U) In order that u,e may be ln a posttlon to lncorporate the

results in a revlew of tactical warnlng programs and take our

plans to Congress thls summer, the options and recommendatlOns

must be prepared by the Alr Force and presented to OSD by

I ilune 1979.
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