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Dear Fronk,

(U) In rosponse to your lotter of 23 Fobruaty 1978 concornlng the
throatotrod dolay to roal tlmo tTansmlssion of SEASAT-A data collscted at
I{ASA!s I'ladrld rocoivlng statlon to Plost Numorlsal l{oathor Central,
l.lontoroy, thc followlng lnformatlon ls provldod.

(U) Iho lrryact on our planned uso of radar altlmoter data ln support of
DI,lAts goodosy programs wlll bs stgniflcant if SEASAT-A data colloctod at
tho l.ladrld site ls not recol.vod et FNIIC t'bntoroy rvlthin 12 hours. Ttrls ls
so bocauso of Dl.IAts tollance on FNttIC for i.nltial altlmotor deta processlng
and FM'lGrs treed to process satelllts data on llno ln noar-roal tirno in
otdor to acconnpdate thls tagk whllo contLnulng to porform tholr regular
oporatlons.

(t ) Approxinatcl)' 25* of the worldwlde data ts o:qroctod to bo rocoived at
tho lladrid slto. If FNltt wors not able to ptoprocess thls data for DttA,
it could rosult ln a 3 to 6 npnth ctelay ln recoipt of the data ln a form
trsoful for applicatiotr by DI.IA actl.vltlos. To accorplish ttro procosslng
t*hlch would oths:xriso bo dons at FNIVC, we would havo to make an outlay of
sltghtly ovot ono milllon dollars. 'ttrts aCditionel anount would bs
nocosgrry for tho purcJrase of additlonsl hardware ($fSOf1; softwaro rnodlfl-
catton, iucrsesod ntanpowor ($1ZSX1, ffid lncrsasod computor timo ($ZOOK).

Cll An addltlonal lmpact whlch cannot bo asslgred a dollat amormt tnvolvos
tlro potontial sffoct to the snd usor. Gravlty data dorlvod from Sti SAT-A
altltnotty cottkl bo dolal,sd 6 to 12 nonths. Tho flexlblllty of suppolt to
porult oxtonsl,on of TRTDENT operatlonal aroas would be dlrnlnlshod
accordlngly.

(U) As you know, DoD sess groat valus in ths avallablltty of worldwtcle
SE SAT-A altlmetry and has nads o slgnlftcont commlunont to ruaklng it
avallabls trt noar-roal tfune et }lonterey. Thls commitrrcnt lrrclurlss
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