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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: NationalAerospace Plane Program - tNFORMATtoN MEMoRA *OU*{

- ^ ti llthe briefing to you on 31 october we discussed the attributes of the
National Aerospace Plane program as they relate to future rnilitary, civiiand---
:9f !9t_.ial-applications. One of the most significant being the priisibility of
reducing space launch costs an order.of magnitude, but jus-t as imporii;( ." ability
to carry out a number of military related ob]ectives.
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tg,thg pastwork, there has been a grq?t deat of exposure both
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an{ jndustry level. I believe that it W-"trld be impossi6te to pt,.y-

down the existence of this progr?m, therefore, some official announcement must
be rnade. However, the public?iscussions on this program itrouia Uelimiiea i;- -

what we have Pleviousli_provided in the open,-andloiwtraitras Ueen'".iomjtished
under Phase 1 of the DARPA effort. lwould de?er to ASD(Pat ioitfre aetermination
of.th.e appropriate time and level of any announcement. 'geiause 

of ttre
relationship to caval applications I do bel ieve that NASA should be coniuited prior to
any announcement.
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commerce Busaness ?".ity announcement, which should decouple the technical
activity program start from any public announcement.
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. . -*-{nave no speci{ic recom.mendation regarding the public announcement
, 6ther than I do not believe it to be in our best Interesls to liave the president

annoulge'it. Raasing lhis program to that level at the early high risk stage wiltgenerate 9re€ter scrutiny and interest within the Congresi, tht public,a-nd theinternational communitf .
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