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487 While I agree with your 29 July 1985 memorandum that the
feasibility of a Space~Based Radar and Infrared (SBR/IR) system
needs to be investigated, I do not believe we should have an
evaluation before the President's Budget is submitted. 1I also do
not believe we should establish an OSD-sponsored joint technical
planning group at this time. The survivability of an SBR/IR
s¥stem, as vell as its capability to detect and track reduced
signature atmospheric missiles, needs to be determined before we -
make a large investment., Since the Wide Area Surveillance
requirements have been validated, we should instead review the
Navy and Air Force plans to initiate programs in their FY88 POMs

that will satisfy the requirements.

48y As you also know, the DRB has added funding for
additional atmospheric defense research. When we consider
recommendations for the use of these funds, further utility
analysis of an SBR/IR demonstration program will be considered.
In addition, I will insure that these validated requirements are
reviewed by the 0SD-sponsored Strategic Defense Architecture
Year-2000 Study Executive Board that has Army, Navy, and Air
Force membership.

(U) In summary, we recognize that the requirements for Wide
Area Surveillance have been validated. We do believe, however,
that the survivability, performance, and affordability of a

potential SBR/IR demonstration program to satisfy these
requirements should be accomplished within the military
departments with the assistance, rather than the direction, of
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(S&TNF)
MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Space-Based Radar and Infrared (U) - ACTION MEMORANDUM

(U) I have reviewed the CJCS memorandum on Space-Based Radar
and Infrared (SBR/IR) for its technical merits. Based on my
evaluation, I believe that we should not create another 0SD-
sponsored joint technical planning group as requested by CJCS to
evaluate the demonstration alternatives before the President's

Budget is submitted. m.DABS(b |X

(S} Before committing to an potz{tf)al deployment of SBR/IR, we
must determine if it has the capability to detect and track the ;
reduced signature atmospheric missiles expected to be deployed in
the same time frame as an advanced SBR/IR. Further, we should
demonstrate SDI technologies as recommended by CJCS on experiments
more related to rather than on systems which
SDI cannot use.

Therefore, it -
is essential that we evaluate he SBR/IR sdUrvivability

features before we make any further commitment.

(U) I am committed to working with the Services in defining
these types of research programs rather than having an over
abundance of 0SD-sponsored planning groups. Instead, the Navy and
Air Force FY88 POMs should be reviewed to identify programs that
will satisfy the JCS requirements for Wide Area Surveillance.

(U) I recommend that you sign the attached memorandum to the

Chairman, JCS. oSD 3,3(b) (l XZ‘XL\>

B I < v
Donald A. Hicks

COORDINATION: SEE ATTACHED
OSD (PA&E)
SEE ATTACHED €lassified by [SDRE
0SD(C31) Jeclagsify-on-OADR

Prepared by: Col J. Cox, Jr., USAF, S&TNF/DS, 57327
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(U) I recommend that you sign the attached memorandum to the
Chairman, JcCs.
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