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MEMORANDUI,I FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subject: NASA Ocean Dynamics Satellite (SEASAT-A) )

1. d) The iloint Chiefs of staff wish to restate
posy'tion regarding the protection of data colIec
Lhe uase SEASAT program, and belleve it is an is
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should be resolved before the reaponae to PRM-23 ls eted. I

2. (U) On 30 lilay t975,* the Joint ChiefE of Staff established
a position on the NASA SEASAT Program which closely followed a
previous JCS position of 28 ilanuary 1975** on the NASA GEOS-C
satellite program. Additionally, mernorandr:ms to the Secretary
of Defenae on I March 1975*** and on 26 octobet L976**** modi-
fied ttre JCS position as the ,Ioint Staff , DDR&E and NASA
worked togethLr to resolve isgues which could not be inltially
agreed upon.

3. gff There remains only one issue concerning the SEASAT
profram whlch has not been resolved between NASA, DDR&E and
Lhe-,loint Staff and that igsue concerns protectl-on of SEASAT
altimetry data. These data will provide precise geodetic
measuremants which have imtrrcrtant potential mllitary appli-
cations in improving SLBM accuracies. fhe impact of theee
geodetic measurements increases as warhead accuraciee improve.
at +tre preee&tlieg there aPpears tO be no other source

-available 
to ttre Soviet Union which can produce such highly

accurate geodetJ.c surveys on the same large scaLe of
coverage is the SEASAT program can produce. This information
is not time gensitive. Therefore, it could be used at any
time in the future by the Soviets to improve warhead accuracy.
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4. ,/, Additionally, sEAsAT witt be rhe first civil ocean-ogrdphic satelllte wLth highry accurate sensors whoee com-
prementary nature permits poselble synerglsm reeurting fromtle broad spectrum of data to be collected. The mtri[,arysigniflcance of any synergistLc effects cannot be deterurineduntil actuar data from such BenBorB is avaLrabre forevaluation.

5. .lrtfAccordLn9ly, the irolnt Chlefa of Staff reaffirmthdir poeLtlon that SEASAT radar altlmetry data shourd beprotected from any poestble miJ.ltary expl6itatlon byforeign powerB.

BROVf,N, General, USAE'
iloint ChLefs of Staff

References:* JCSM 2L9-?5, 30 May L925, eubJect as above** iIcsM 35-75 , 29 .lanuary Lg?s, nReleaee of Ar.timetry Data
Produced by the Geodynamic Experl-mentar satelrite- (u)"*** IfiJcs 64-76, I March 1926, subject aE above**** JcsM 367-76, 26 october igle, ',Reguest for coordination"
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