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SUBJECT: tellite to SuPPort a SPace

Test Program (STP) liliss (u)

(u) The tri-service sTP (AF executive agent) is initiaEing a

"p"""iii.gn[ 
misiion tn.t wiII fry an important complement of space

"ip"timeits 
for the Defense Nuclear Agency (DN+) '-the.Air Force

c;5;[y;i""-l,iU- (Arct) and the eir Force Rome Air Development
Cent,er (RADC) .

-(5nl3-4fi$y'IiltilllElEt The DNA exPer irnents will collect
p."p"diti"" aiiturbance data that directly suPPorts an AFIDARPA

;;;ilt-bi".a risei anti-satellite test, supports a.classif ied
iurveiflance piogra, and will be f9y to understanding and
6;;i;;i;; for-nu6lear effects on all future DoD space systems.
fhe AFGL experiment witl gather ultraviolet (w) emission data
iio* the poiar aurora and-other sources. This exPeriment supports
i["-"tuay-of i""ospneric plasma effects on radio proPagation and
;i;; p"a;i,tiir use bf Uv s-ensors for technical intelligence' The
niioc-e*p.riment will demonstrate a long range, two-way, covert
communicarion JV"[E* that wiII lead to a woild-wide capability for
operations and intelligence use.

(u) studies by the sTP and the involved exPerimenters
indicate that a modified TRANSTT satellite is the ideal spacecraft
b;;-o; which to integrate these experiments. Previously, a

T&ANSIT was used in i similar way 6n two very successful STP/DNA

missions P75-5 and P83-I (HILAT). as in these previous missions,
it" .fot"s Hopkins Applied Physics Lab.will-perform the
Ji["ffiterzexierlment- integraLion and it will be launched on a
SCOUT launch vehicle from Vandenberg AFB' ''t'

Cgf fni" proposed mission is of significant importance to DOD

spacef"p;;;aiSnai and intelligence systems. I understand that
bised on-discusssions with the Navy, €lD inventory TRANSIT

\-,
\J

{
\

)

t{-ffil-i

ffi
\ rArr\ ilNl

$__
16-$-q:1ol
?ot{J*ozot

j ''i.ilti.i:'rl3 '
I , i -r,, i i ; : , i{ i ;' '

7,



2

(OSCAR-26) has been identified as being available and ideal Eor
supporting this mission. P1ease take action to make this TRANSIT
available as soon as possible for STP use in support of this
mission.
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SUB,JECT: Release of a Navy Transit satellite to Support a Space Test

lrogram (STP) Miision (u)- ACTI0N MEM0RANDUM

(u) The tr.l-service sTP (AF executive agent) il initiating a spaceflight

mission that will fly an importani compl.*.tI of.space experiments for the

Defense Nuclear Agency (DNA), tne-Aii F;;;; Geophviics Lab (AFGL) and tlre Air

fo.i.-nnre Air Deieloirmdnt Center (RADC)'

@TheDNAexperimentswillco1lectpropa0ationdisturbance
data that di rect.ly supports un niloniipn-siorncl base<l laser anti -saLe t I ite LesL '

supports a ctassi?ied'iurveillance p.oqri* and will be key to trnderstandinq

and designing ror'nJireJr effecti'oii'ufi-rrtr.e DOD spa-ce systerrts' Ihe AFGL

exper.irnent wirr,J.ih"i-uitiaviotet (ttv) curission trata froru ttrc po'rilr irrr()r(\

and othe-orr..i. This experinrent'srliporEs the stutly ol' ionosphenic plasrrta

ef fects on ra.io l)rolla{,aLion anrl"If,,,*f,ii[*triia t rlso of tlV s*rts.rs l'.r L.t:lttr'it:'tl

;;i;iii9;;.": frr[ rihnf oxpcrirrrent wi i I rlorrronstrate tt lortr; r''ro(lc, t'wtt-wav '

COvL.rt ColtttttunicaIiOlt SyStctrt Ltrat will lcad Ltl d worlcl-wicle c'rp'rbiliLy lor'

operati ons and i ntel I i gence use '

(U)StudiesbytheSTPandtheinvolvedexpe.rimentersindicatethatarno<li-
fied TRANSIT sareilite is rhe id;;i-rpiio.ilfr bus on rvhich to integrate Lhese

experiments. p.iriouifV, a TRANSIT wis used'in a s'imilar way on two very

successful STP/DNA missions P76-5 and PB3-1 (HILAT)t At-in these previous

missions, the Johns Hopkins Appli"J FnVii.i iau wilt perform the satellite/
experiment integ;;iion"inA-it'wiff be 

-launched on a SCgUT launch vehicle frorn

Vandenberg AFB

lfl".IH,'i:Hiii,:l::' ilul:,,::' ]::]:' ;l'.i, l:H:H[]*l!r'?i='!:!! i :Iii:
understood that a TRANSIT (gSCAR-ZOi-ioria be made available to support this

mission.RequestthatyousigntheattachedmemorandumtotheNavyrequesting
the release of 0scAR-26-to the sTP as soon as possible to support this rnission'
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