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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF THE NAVY. /

SUBJECT: Release of a Navy Transﬂ% Atellite to Support a Space
Test Program (STP) Mission (U)

(U) The tri-sService STP (AF executive agent) is initiating a
spaceflight mission that will fly an important complement of space
experiments for the Defense Nuclear Agency (DNA), the Air Force
Geophysics Lab (AFGL) and the Air Force Rome Air Development
Center (RADC).

A/ NOECRNAWRIENSBE) The DNA experiments will collect
propagation disturbance data that directly supports an AF/DARPA
ground based laser anti~-satellite test, supports a classified
surveillance program and will be key to understanding and
designing for nuclear effects on all future DOD space systems. v
The AFGL experiment will gather ultraviolet (UV) emission data
from the polar aurora and other sources. This experiment supports
the study of ionospheric plasma effects on radio propagation and
the potential use of UV sensors for technical intelligence. The
RADC experiment will demonstrate a long range, two-way, covert
communication system that will lead to a world-wide capability for
operations and intelligence use.
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(U) Studies by the STP and the involved experimenters
indicate that a modified TRANSIT satellite is the ideal spacecraft
bus on which to integrate these experiments. Previously, a
TRANSIT was used in a similar way on two very successful STP/DNA
missions P76-5 and P83-1 (HILAT). As in these previous missions,
the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab will perform the
satellite/experiment integration and it will be launched on a
SCOUT launch vehicle from Vandenberg AFB. s

This proposed mission is of significant importance to DOD
space, operational and intelligence systems. I understand that
based on discusssions with the Navy, an inventory TRANSIT
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(OSCAR-26) has been identified as being available and ideal for
supporting this mission. Please take action to make this TRANSIT

available as soon as possible for STP use in support of this
mission.
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Pago determined to be Unclassified
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U.S. Bouse of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Washington, B.C. 20515
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The Honorable Richard D. DelLauer

Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering
The Pentagon

Washington, D. C. 20301
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY Date: JUN ] G st

MEMORANDUM FOR UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE RESEARCH & ENGINEERING

SUBJECT: Release of a Navy Transit Satellite to Support a Space Test
Program (STP) Mission (U)- ACTION MEMORANDUM i

(u) The tri-Service STP (AF executive agent) is initiating a spaceflight

mission that will fly an important complement of space experiments for the
Defense Nuclear Agency (DNA), the Air Force Geophysics Lab (AFGL) and the Air
Force Rome Air Development Center (RADC).

The DNA experiments will collect propagation disturbance
data that directly supports an AF /DARPA ground based laser anti-satellite test,
supports a classified surveillance program and will be key to understanding
and designing for nuclear effects on all future DOD space systems. The AFGL
experiment will gather ultraviolet (UV) emission data from the polar aurora
and other sources. This experiment supports the study of ionospheric plasma
of fects on radio propagalion and the potential use of UV sensors for Lechnical
intelligence. The RADC experiment will demonstrate a long range, two-way,
covert communication system that will lead to a world-wide capabilily for
operations and intelligence use.

U) Studies by the STP and the involved experimenters indicate that a imod i -
fied TRANSIT satellite is the ideal spacecraft bus on which to integrate these
experiments. Previously, a TRANSIT was used in a similar way on two very
successful STP/DNA missions P76-5 and P&3-1 (HILAT). As in these previous
missions, the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Lab will perform the satellite/

' experiment integration and it will be launched on a SCOUT Jaunch vehicle from

vandenberg AFB.

(’3 This proposed mission is of significant importance to DOD space, opera-

) tional and intelligence systems. Based on discussions with the Navy, it is

' ' understood that a TRANSIT (0SCAR-26) could be made available to support this
mission. Request that you sign the attached memorandum to the Navy requesting

%}xa the release of 0SCAR-26 to the STP as soon as possible to support this mission.
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