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I{EUORAITDUM FOB nIE SECRETARY OT DEFBNSE

suBJEcrs Recponce^to !rr. Degger Lcttcr of septenbat 27,19g5, ou theShuttle Operatlonc aud plaualag Coupter (U) - ACTION MEMORANDUU

(u) Attachad 1e a propoced reeponac to Jln Begger lctter of septeobet 21r 19g5.
(u) The lsSA l€tter ttateo thclr rtroot support for sopc and derloeatci addi-tlonal Atr Force flecel oblrgatlotrs ro uAsA-ihoula r nor ;;;";;; e sopc capa_blllty' r do not agace rlth NAsA'c vler or if.ri_obligettoo".--ir acceprcd,
$nY- of, thece obllgattona rould bc payablc ."""-ir s0pc rere to be actiyatad.Furthcrmr€, th€--l?!tgr,atterpts to-elt thG precodcnt that the Alr Force icreeponal'ble for IBSA budgetary ahortfelle urougit about by DoD decteLoos affcct-tng the srs' tthtle equltabre ln sona lnetaoccl, thts conc€pt hae not b€eoaudorecd in revsrsc. NASA hec uade a uultlrudc'or crrenge"-i; il;"e shutElccoats, achedules and perforoence u?rlch added oubotaatlal obligairo* to AirForca budgetc. . i- -

I
ff) rne propoeed rGspouse ackuowledgea MSAre cooceauc and thc receot ogl)ieclsr.oa to add au auctere sopc to thc Fy g7 precldcnttc Budget.
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

wASHtNGroN. THE otsTRtcT oF coLUMB!A

l{r. Jenee M. Bcggc
Adulnlatrator, EQ IIASA
Code A
Ilarhington, DC 20546

Dear Jln:

DE.CTASSIFIED II{ FULT

lllngrlu, 8013526

fil[:' "T[i' i,,;;;" 
orY, ttrs

(u) r appreclete-your septenber 27 latter conccruing D0Drs curr€nt dellbcratlongon the affordabtrllv of t[" eii-ro"."-sh,ri.i"Ji"r"trour 
"oa-iiiiorag conpler(soPc)' $re DOD retognrzag rusrt" need to-;;; that grs operarlon' are

;ff:ff:tv EuPPorted ierplt. i*i"ro"l decreloue inpactrug futurc plaoe and
,

6 As you are asare, the DoD hes beeo revleulng thG sopc cancellatlo.rdG.t a.a-?hc TIASA lnpact aaoeao'a.t thBt y.ou provldad ru your retter ,,ae conetdaredtotether ur.h the alr Force ita io: inpa"r irr""l""ot". Baeed on theseaeaesa,etrre r have dlrccted that the_s6ic-pirir"" bc reetored ln the Fy g7Presldant'r Budgcr... h_lr l!J-rr::aer"" oi_i[" prosr". cra crilr not frnar, ran coaflndeut thet th6-DoD soPc-irograu u111 prorra. for uuch of the rellef toI{ASA resourceo aought rn youi-i"[a"r.
(u) r epprectets your coutlaued Buplrort of DoD rtrltratlv.e euch aa thrs.

Slnccrely,

D-



NsA B6 (lcr -t Pil 3 r

rre srcnEii;ii til or.rer,s
Nallonal Aeronaulrcs and
Space Admrnlstration

Washrngton. D.C
20546

Olftce of the Admnslralor

Ibnorable Qspar W. Itbinberger
Seeretary of Defense
Yhshlngton, DC 20301

sEP 2 7 t985 @
Paqe doterminod to be Uoclasslfled
nclrlld clrld, RDII, f,lls
IAW 8013t26, Scctm !.!
llato: AU6 lg 2015

' .t.

'll
0tt
ocl

Ibar Gpr -r..,,.

I'IASA has been !! aclive partner wlth the If,D tn the pluurtng of the ". ._"-"'EltuttleQeratlons Plannlng Gnter (ffi) clnce the mld-lD?otg. Ihe !,lAsA/Efir' 't''tr"
IlErprandun of thderstandlng ([Et ) Jotntly stgned ln lgg0, atates that the DCD 

.

wlll develop a SC. It vuas planned to be avallable tn tie mld-1980's. As an
lnterlm solution !g erovl0e a Eeeur€_operatlonal eapablltty for the early DCDqigsl.gno, a olassif led Ontrolled llbde-Bystem was dllvelopel at the :..
![A9VJohnson Space Oenter (frc). At tnat ttnp, the !ffi-wag echeduled to beoperatl6nal ln the 1081-86 tlrrB perlod. In 1gil2, to help af fiviate sarB sErc
budget and sohedule lssues, JS, upon request of 

-meP/Spioe 
DtviJlon, stai-a-

by letter that they rculd be able to, wl[h centain consiralnte, effe6t npreclasslfied mlaelons than the slx to elght per yeer that OntroiteO Itbde nas
designed to support. Ilrls propoeal rui naoe with the aeeurption thai ffi-
would evsntuelly be avallable to exapute the fDmigslons and such a level of
support by J$ rrculd not be requlred for a long period of ilnp. It nasclearly understood that lf thts arrangsrnnt vueie to beoqrp penranrent, an
expanslon of the J$ faclllHes uould-be requlred.

Slnce thlt tirE, }{ASA hae aontlnued to aupport the IfDf e efforts to
acqulre the SE. All of the TVISA actlvlttea hlve been perfonmd wtthln the
context of the EEf)rs long term plur of lnptcrnnting the iffi and have not
lneluded any internal }iIASA ptamtns relatld to expinston of-ttre urccapaflli!y. Since-1082, the initial operatlonal iapabtltty of the W has
contlnually rmved further amy untll the flpgt reoenl eventi rrf,rtch canoelled tt
_"IlltelY- pendlng budget rgvlew. Ilrls deeislon nas nade unllaterally by the
USAP wlthout consultlng wlth !{ASA. I have asked the Shuttle rnnageie ioevaluate-lle tnpaot ol this rost recent declsion by the DcI) and t[ey bellevethat a m caneellatlon will severely inpact the 6peratlons and utillgatlonof the JS laetllties-through the 199018. The sttuition can only be rsrrdled
by an expendlture of funds not ourrently avallable tn the t$81 Uirdget. Orr
npet recent eoet assessrnnts lndleate that the non-recurrlng eoats are about
!180 yllllon, wlth recurrlng eoste of $20 Mlllon ennualfy.- ftrie cost muld
nave to. be charged to the IBAF eince there ls no way that-titA8A ean eover ltin its budget request. o.tr underrtanding ts that t[lts is the gsrp srpunt of
m)n€y that rculd be regulred to develop ttre W by the Alr Foree. the IEAF
budget deelslon does not provlde any aislgtance to I{IIBA to relleve thls
s i tuat ion .

ltb belleve that it is In the best interest of all elcnpnts of the Shuttleprogrsn to have the IEAF develop the ffi. It offloads tho t<ey MSA
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facllitles' provides a ttdual-noden eapabillty to asgure suoeessfur contror ofrD and ltttsA shut'e mrsJiotr,-*or r?il-ioiiriin,y, places the f,rD in theposition to plan end controi-ffi"; niiit"il'i*" fltghts.
lvlsA resently proposed anpdtfled lqwr eost.verglon of the ffi to thetEtF ntrich rculd.lr6vlie ut"-u"riu erimn'tJ-oi-iirsht plannrng, tiarnrng, andeontrol capabrttty at a cosi *trir, approiirll.r'in"t regutred at Js toccnpensate for the ffi caneetiaitd:.^IIt, eiioJ'rg1 rrculd provlde the DCDwith a mlsslon o:Tllol dtdiii;i-by rge0 an[-i'6erreve it deservee a revrerrby your offlce prror to yi,ur ii,iir deersion on the w.
It ls elther

oeve r op ;-pi"ffii,i"ffill ::"3ffi:{r-li: &rlffi:f ,ffi, l*,lfflii: I l" "'
fixr"i'[fl:r&*: are, or eourse, .riiiauie ,t ;] trr,"-ii-iirourl thia with
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