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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Space-Based Laser Development (U) - INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM

(U) This is in response to your note on Mr. Allen's memorandum
concerning space-based lasers, dated May 26, 1981 (Tab A).

TB; Mr. Carlucci transmitted our report on space-based lasers
to the Congress on May 13. His cover letter is attached at Tab B.
It was concluded that it is premature to begin system development
~until uncertainties in -technical -capability and mission utility
are reduced. I do not anticipate that we should commit to a
system development for a few years. However, I will review the
situation each year VeTy care¥uII7. By the close of FY 1982, I
will review for you the state of technology and our further
assessments of potential mission utility.

Tsa The degree to which we should push for earliest development
of space-based laser weapons must be guided not only by technical
feasibility, but also our policy with respect to space warfare.
Accordlngly, I have asked USD(P011 to addr s this questlon

(Tab C). / wﬂ*— W e .a,cs_ a/'w-. ///:(/J,p(/azs&j

(U) I therefore expect that from both a pollcy and a research and
engineering viewpoint, we will be in a better position by the end
of FY 1982 to review the appropriate t1m1ng for commitment to
system development.

(U) I do not believe a written reply to Mr. Allen's memorandum
is required; however, you may wish to contact him by phone an
apprise him of the above.
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MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
DEPUTY SECRETARY .OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Space for Warfightlng Purposes . (U) - INFORMATION
MEMORANDUM

(U) This is in response to your note on "space for warfighting
purposes" on my memorandum concerning space-based laser develop-
ment, dated 5 June, 1981 (Tab A).

TBQ As far as space-based lasers are concerned, I will certainly
answer the question of technical feasibility sooner_ than the_end -
_..af FY82 if-I-possibly can.~ There dre a number of significant un-
certainties which require measurements and thorough analysis, so
I am not optimistic about our ability to do so., Also, I feel that
the technology issues are pieces of larger questions involving
weapon system definition, lethality, countermeasures, cost effec-
tiveness, and policy on using space for warfighting. We will give
you the most complete picture we can and do so at the earliest
opportunity.
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PURPOSE: (U) To provide you with our answer for the SECDEF in
response to a comment that he made on space warfighting.

DISCUSSION:

o (U) The SECDEF made a comment on your memorandum to him
on space-based laser development, wanting to know about
the technical feasibility of space for warfighting sooner
than the end of FY82 (Tab A).

o (U) Your appended note mentioned that this is part of a
larger question to include space policy and space as a
- sanctuary (Tab B).

o (U) You had previously asked us for some additional
thoughts on the system issues, countermeasures, capa-
bilities as a function of time, etc., and we will bave
a8 short white paper for you in a few days.

RECOMMENDATION: That you sign the memorandum at Tab C.
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