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MEMORJ\NDIIM FOR SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Space-Based Laser Development (U)
l-lEl.l0RANDUM

(U) Ihir is in response to your note on Mr. Allen's menorandum
concerning space-based lasers, dated l,lay 26, 1981 (fab A).

I$ Mr. Carlucci transnitted our report on space-based lasers
to the Congress on May 15. His cover Letter is attached at Teb B.
It was concluded that lt is premature to begin system_-d-gyelopment
upli 1 uncer taint i-es irr -teehnical- -capab-il i ti' and mi s s ion ut i 1 i ty
are reduced. I do not anticipate that we should commit to a
system developruent for a felq Lears. However, I will review the
situation each yeat'Te-rTE"ehfff. By the ilose of FY L982, I
will review for you the state of technology and our further
assessnents of potential mission utility.
IA The degree to which r.re should push for earliest developnent
of space-based laser weapons must be gulded not only by technical
feasibility, but also our policy with'respect to space warfare.
AccordinEly ,. I have asked US-D (Pol icy)t to addregs this quest.ion t
(rab c) . /{*.f* b,Lv-t ,Afa-cL 

6,h*r/*t yl6ufn+ L,fuc(1s*<luynJ
(U) I therefore expect that from both a policy and a research and
engineering vierrpoint, we will be in a belter position by the end
of FY 1982 to review the appropriate timing for connitnent to
system developnent.
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RESEARCH AND

ENGINEERING
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ffi.Siffi-q,nrD* 
FEB25zoto

IIBUOBAITDT'U FOR SECNETARY OT DETENSE
DEPUTT SECBETABY OF DETENSE

SIIBJECT: Space for llarflghtirg Purposes (U) - INFQRI|ATION
ITEUOBAI{DTru

(U) ThIs le in response to your note on "space for warftghtlag
purposes" on my memorandum coueerning spece-based laser develop-
nent, dated 5 Juae, 1981 (Tab A)

tEf Ae far aa apace-based Lasers are concerned, I wlll certalnly
endwer the queetlon of techntcal feaslbillty-_so-oner_t_ban the-end

_._oJ ff82--1f,-f-poes*bly can.- T[ere d.r'6 a- [unber of slgnlflcant un-
certaLnties whlch requlre measurements and thorough aualysls, so
I an not optlnlstlc about our abtlity to do so. ALso, I feel that
the technology lssues are pleces of larger questions lnvolvlng
seelron syetern deflnitlon, lethality, countermeasures, cost effec-
tlveness, and pollcy on uelng space for warftghtlng. We wLll give
you the most complete ptcture se ca! aud do so at the earllest
opportunlty.

oto 5 u.s.c. $ 552 (bx6 )

-(#E+f-

2 3 JUN t98t

!trr{(

4

Dlrecton, N
DISIBIBTITIANE'effir-:
Pffi

Lle rAu __-(mr

kepered JS 3.3rs)(5)
+
q
ao

(
c

E

rCoa
irt4
toc{

+

fr
d

:



Ttlr ,cal nu.t b. comgtrlrd rld dcUvercd to th. Corr.tpand.nc. Codttol S.clloo' CXID' Rocn lAgat.

act t.t.? t,lrlr 16 June 1981

c€a cora?iolr xt,r.a3i
x L4649

olrt

To| CORRAIDONDENCE COIfTROL tECTtOr, OSD. Rooll JAt t

x

Acllorr l|A3 oacr. ao"pLj139(c.,, ar*,t.4.

^cilox 
H^t xor yrr r33x coD!3rro 33c^u.3 DUSD( &sTN ) changed Act lon Of f icer I s

lnput to be rnore complete. While the thrust of SECDEF's questlon
was directed at space-based Isser technology, we are going to
lnclude the status of our coDventlonal systen, the mlnlature
vehlcle Interceptors , 77^, ;riJr;*;0 c/"/.. tJ .^l*Trt.wHrL{ fr(
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lnput to be Dors compl€ta. Ifhile the thrust of SECDEFTE questlon
rE^s dlrected at space-based laser technologyr. we are golng to
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COVEBING BRIEF
PLEilTgsrumtl@
lffi,r5BB]:[:

TO

o3o s u.s.c. $ ss2 OX 6 )

I'I{DEB SECBSTARY OF DEFENIE FOB BESEABCE AND ENGINEEBING
PRINCIPAL DEPUTY UI{DER SECRETARY OT DEFENSE FOB RESEABCE

AND ENGINEERING

DEpIlrr INDER sBcBETABy oF DEFENSE (srBATEGrc AIID TEEATER 
sr'r,

NUCTEAB FOBCES) 
rENSE (STR'AT*;G1L: ANr') ',TEcATER *l'Jtt'FROII:

PIIBPOSE: (U) To provlde you wtth our answer for the SECDEF ln
response to a comment tbat he nade on space warfighting.

DISCUSSION:

o -(-u) The SECDEF made a comment ou your memorandun to hln
oD Bpace-based laser development, wautlng to know about
the techuical feaslblltty of space for warfighting sooner
than the end of trY82 (Tab A).

(U) Your appended note mentloned that thls Is part of a
larger questlon to lnclude space pollcy and space a6 e
eanctuary (Tab B).

o

o

rs 3.d0&)

o (U) You had prevlously asked us for some additlonal
thoughts on the eystem lssues, countermeasures, capa-
bl.lttles as, a functlon of tlme, etc., and we wlll have
a sbort whlte papqr for you ln a few days.

BECOIfiffiMATf ON: That you slgn the memorandum at Tab C.

COOBDINATION

!/Lb t8'Ju,v I t
I

T- - DUSDBE(B8LAT) .

arF,rh-F!f-

rcuggnEDnPAtrl

ffiuffir,,'wrB* 
FEB zi zrlti

Prepared
ousDR&E(
17 June 1981


