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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJRCT: Response to Congressional Request for SIOP
Information -~ ACTION MEMORANDUM

Jo &

The proposed (revised) letter (at Tab A) is subsitted for
your signature in response to a letter from Congressman Hamilton
(at Tab B) which asked several .questions regarding our strategic
nuclear war plan -~ the SIOP. The revised response conforms to
your guidance (Tab C) to brief Congressman Hamilton rather than
providing specific answers to his questions.

AOT o

Por this briefing, I propose that Ron Stivers, my Special
Advisor for Nuclear Employment Policy Matters, and BGEN Joel
McKean of OJCS8's Plans and Policy Directorate make the present-
ation. OJC8 concurs in this approach. :

Recommend that you sign the letter at Tab A.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE S8ECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJBCT: Response to Congressional Request for SIOP
Information ~«- ACTION MEMORANDUM

The proposed (revised) letter (at Tab A) {s submitted for
your signature in response to a letter from Congressman Hamilton

(at Tab B) which asked several questioms regarding our strategic
nuclear war plan -- the SIOP. The revised r e conforms to

hbc)tobriofcmgm-m lton rather than
mdg:::.“ wt.dhi ‘questions.
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Plans and Policy office make the presentation. ' OJCS8 concurs in
this approach.
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MEMORANDUM POR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Response to Congressional Reguest for SIOP
Information ~- ACTION MEMORANDUM

The proposed (revised) letter (at Tab A) is submitted for

your signature in response to a letter from Congresswan Hamilton

(at Tab B) which asked several questions regarding our strategic
nuclear war plan -- the SIOP. hemh.ﬁmm“m

(Tab C) to brief Congressman rather than
Mwwkhw

hr:l.-ﬂnq I propose that Mr. Frank Miller of our
wmmmaﬂmmmmmwm-

Plans and Policy office make the presentation, - 0JCS concurs im
m-w

Recommend that’' you -1g:iﬂu letter st Tab A.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Response to Congressional Regqueat for SIOP
Information -- ACTION MEMORANDUM

(u) The proposed letter (at Tab A) is submitted for your
signature in response to the letter from Congressman BHamilton
(at Tab B) which asked several guestions regarding our strate-
gic nuclear war plan -- the SIOP. These questions resulted
from an article by Thomas Powers in the March 31, 1985, edition
of the Washington Post (at Tab C).

Recommend that you sign the letter at Tab A.
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Honorable Lee H. Hamilton

Chairman, Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence

Bouse of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Mr. Chairmant

(U) In your letter of April 1, you refer to the article in
the W March 31, entitled "What's Worse Than the
MxX?2"® pose a n of questions about strategic targeting
that derive from the article.

(U) PFirst, I should point out that the goal of our strategic
nuclear war plan is to provide a viable nuclear deterrent. To
this end, the objective of the U.B. strategic nuclear plan is to
present a credible capability to prevent the Soviet Union from

achieving its politico-military aims. Further, should deterrence
fail, the plan is designed to make possible the earliest termina-

tion of hostilities on terms that best serve our natiomal interest.

(C) s8econd, over the past year, several individuale of the
Armed Services committees im both the House and the Semnate have
received briefings covering nuclear employment strategy and ,
material relating to the 8imgle Integrated Operational Plan (SIOP).

(0) Your specific questions about the S8IOP are answered at
the enclosure. You recognize, of course, the sensitivity of mmch
of this information and the need to maintain proper safeguards om
information associated with the SI0P. |

Sincerely,
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Subject: Congressional Request for SIOP Information

1. (U) Congressman Hamilton has raised several questions on
our s rglc nuclear war plan--the SIOP. These guestions
were a direct result of Thomas Powers' article in the March 31,

1985 edition of the Washington Post.

2. {U) For your information, I  am also in receipt ot a
request by Mr. Addabbo to og:ovida a detailed SIOP briefing for

the s and staffers of the House opriation Defense
Subcommittee. This is a ate and distinct reguest that u
unrela l:otlnlouu'ar mnnduul.bthnnd}.tlm
separate letter. . i oh

' ﬂl. Your t“‘l: for this approach I'u..].

L action we w pursue with any follow omn :.' :
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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Eonoubl Lee H, Hamilton'
Chai mu Permanent Belect
_ Commitfee on Intelligence
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Chairmans

. (0) In your letter of April 1, you refer to the article in
the Washington Post of March 31, entitled "What's Worse Than the
MX?" and a number ‘of qnesﬂou about strateglc targeting
which dorfn from the article.

() rirst, I should point out that the goal of our strategic
nuclear war plan is to provide a viable nuclear deterrent, To
this end, the objective of the US strategioc nuclear plan is to
ptesent a credi capability to prevent the Soviet Union £rom
achieving its politico-military aims. Further, the plan's ec—
tive is to make possible the earliest termination of hostilities
on terms that best serve oOur national interest.

), Second, over the past year, key individuals of Armed-
Services committees in both the House and the HBenate have received
briefings covering nuclear employment strategy and material relat-
ing to the Bingle Integrated Operational Plan (SIOP).

: (U) Your specific questions about the SIOP are answered at
the Enclosure. You recognise, of course, the sensitivity of much
of this information and the need to maintain proper utnmrﬂl on
information associated with the BIOP.

Bincerely,
' PECLASSIFIED IN FULL
’ Authority: EO 13526
Enclosure . Chief. Records & Declsss Otv, WHS
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- THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
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Dear Mr, Chairman:

your letter of April 1, refer to the article l,n
,_,. “‘of March 31 tled "What's Worse Than the
jamber of quutim about strategic targeting

"> frm the utlulaa

(U) Pirst, I should point out that the goal ot our ltntngio
nuclear war plan is to provide a viable nuclear deterremt. To

this end, the objective of the UB stutegio nuclear plan is to
present a credi capability to prevent the Boviet Union ftan

achieving its pelitico-military . Further, should deterrence

fail, the plan is designed to make pouihlc the earliast
tmlm of hutllitiu on terms that best serve am: national

interest.
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