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FROM:. 'RICHARD V. ALLENP R"‘\---x.%__‘____' \J
SUBJECT: - - -Iatter from the President: to

President Brezhnev

|. - attached at Tab. I i:g: the proposed text: of your letter to.

President Braszhnev.. It is based on.a-draft by State, and wé

|- have added the paragraph at the outset;, refuting’ Brezhnev's-
alaim to his October 15 letter that Soviet actions should '

have nothing to do with US-USSR relations. ode

We -have sent this text to State and. Defense for - their. comnents,
due by this afterndon. After your final review and. approval., nluf

we will then send it to Moscow for delivery.
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Dear P:Tegil_.c:lent;f:_nr'—e-.zhnev;z. ¢

& ‘F ocr t;a - i 2 %
- Your letm'maies it. clear om:e again how px:ofound .are. t.he

avs @ :
differances in. our respective assessments ‘of. the%-;as of

et L -MM the major -sources of tension in

o

r‘—\ub;d\-uu-lf 3 . : :
foimd ~ {h hard 10 sae- hmt“-:bilatenl relamcan ‘be. :I:miad:e&m__.::m- '?—,:.:L;:..; ,
ww. - [from global happeninmgs. :m%mm
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- m:iﬁm-n ny }et-m o you of. September 225 tRt Ww_b o

By v ot

resort ta ﬂla d:ltect and inditect use af force in: regional )

o= o s oonfliots are mattera of" deep concern tu usﬂ) S el - T

Delp:lte these differences, however, we should strive. to :

M
find a common ground for assownds on. matters 13£ vital interest to

. =R
“oom- pur two countries and the res’c of the. mrld.. ‘Phe mﬁ
ce, and pazticnlarly-.the threat of nuclear destruction whech. -

over mankind, require that -our two countries make an

effort, together with our partners, to resolve our
S L AarA
.. fAifferences peacefully."'f'ﬂie UnIt,ea States is committed _to

T A ‘puch a process. I therefére ‘welcome your own expressed desire |
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. fork between Secretary Haig and Foreign:Minister. Gromyko, ... :
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J£0t bun-iaessuke eeoperatien -im addrming ‘worid- pzoh&ems,._ Tl S
.. E-believe tha.t ‘our amhanges,pand..the discussions in ttew

have laid the, usem:ial groundwork for such an effort.h '*The

key question m is:how we can: trunslate theae—-hegtnmtnus into

- concrete remlt-. We are- mdy to- advance - sppcific nolutions Sk e,

.~ and to’ -hear mt: Me!: proposwls aimed at: reliwing the dangera,

well as the:curmnt human suffe::ing, e problan arean

ound the wor!;d.

I am cmvhced,-ur Presidant, thﬂ.ﬁ"m can’ aehiave -OOROESEe-. - .

“fresults in the: coming year:. 4if ’there is genme goad sill and . oo
'------_--serious interes‘t on-both-sides.

: Afghani-stan: r-emains --a:-major obstacle to .prpgres.s‘,' be= -
clouding the imternational atmosphere~ -1t appears from recent
communications that we both agree .on the need .for Progress

toward an internationally acceptable salution of this iassue.- -

e appear to agree on_ basic 'goals:  a non-#ligned, secure
ghanistan, free of any military .pres_ence-'-;ndagnarm'eed.-
gﬁing't, any"oﬁ-t‘side' ir_';t;r;:fémnc':e.‘,- This:calls for 3& ‘-complet-e'
ithdrawal of Soviet .forces from Afghanistan at the earliest - ;
ssible date. The United SBtates is prepared to continue the .
ﬁange of views on questions that bear on a political
ettlement in Afghanistan. Ambassador Bartman will ‘be in

uch with Forej.Qn M:lnister Gromyko to Getemine whether there

is the basis fer a setioua dialogue.
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rhe United ‘States.is prepared: to:accept equality in conyentionalk, sz s r,
d nterﬂedinte-rﬁh’gé--'nnﬂl'ear and: i_ltrﬂ;t-egit}: forces. wm&cmw 2 ke
possible 1evéI" w‘rces. ‘We ave aiib -proparea % T t‘ak‘&'othe‘i o

steps to eﬂch&rﬁce general peace afd- intern"tional seeurif;ya

© Let me W'With“‘ntraﬁa‘gic forcesyi- - The "U’nited States wild - .-

‘be prepared to «erpen negctiations on stratega!.c arms z:eductions o WG X
w77 - lag soon as posrible -4n the new year. :Ip approaching these

talks we should learn -from paat experiemces.f ‘In my view however,
|the neqctiatiort‘s' alta will réquire fresh ideas - to whicb ‘both -
[sides: should* devote .urgent -and serious attent}.on = in order that ;

- . |we can achieve -genuine reductions -1n=rst-ra{l:egic. forces. This -

will demand political will:and-a-readingss on,-both sides to. .

accept a higher degree of openness in -order- to . eénharce mutual ..

“..—wliconfidence.  In this co:mec‘tion, ':I-‘ml-come"--’yo'ur important - - e

|technical mesns n:i.ght be possible:
' Concerning. inurmdiate—mge mclear !etee&, -the agreement
to begin talks__on these systems on November 30 4n. gema marks .-
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nventional fo::ces in Europe. T T I
S _ The Conference: on Security and CQoperatton in- Europe offers . _
ii s #nother practical possiblity for increasing’ confidence and - X
nem - reducing the r:tuks of war.-~Aat the Madrid: moet:l.ng, the Western--
e v rountries have advanced. proposals for-a:Conference:on Disarmament - .- - =
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oo pertain hmni:hritn-mtterr "snch ax the raunification of TN
Aivided familiu and the:individual cases raised: during the. . -,--;};‘-_ e
viwen recent discussions between our- foreign ministers.in New-York.. . - ..o
Y e : ' ‘
.. %... - puch action w no: doufﬁ"‘iu/vu ‘a fawevable: effect on .
aliberatiop& in Madrid, and on relations between qur two=:iti. oI T

el P
ountries." \ , I.am personally-.aonmaed with; the--. , _'-\ Lk e

Sesad Je ituation of. m ‘Andrei Sakharow-and-his:family as: well ~
as that of Mr, ‘Anatolil Shcharanskii.

A e i i e

—"There is no .shortage, Mr. President, of opportunities. for

‘pasing world tensions. If the Soviet Union is prepared to -
nove. forward inthese areas.of genuine.mﬁcer.n,to .the United :
: t - States and itssAllies, youwill find me:a.ready partner. o B

S8incerely,
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