kit — .*'.w-.-t'-dﬂ

5 ~j=§ THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

{ e WASHINGTON. O, C. 20301
& September 8, 1973
?"’Q’* G Crolon Yo -2 (973 ° ptember 8, 19

Honorable Stuart Symington T b5, W onp .

Washington, D.C. 20510

Acting Chairman, Committee on Armed Services o ; a ;q ; '
United States Senate : ﬂ M/ : “&W
e P apy
—

Dear Mr. Chairman:

7 The 15 August 1973 termination of combat bombing activities by U.S.
military forces in Cambodia, carried out pursuant o Public Law 93-52
of 1 July 1973, has had a serious impact on the conduct of military
operations in Cambodia. Since the cessation of U.S. bombing, the Cam-
bodian Arred Forces have sustained constant enemy pressure, and thair
expenditures of ammunition have increased dramatically.

&7 1t is anticipated that pressure by the enemy will increase greatly
when the dry season starts about mid-October. Veanvhile, the stocks of
ammunition held by the Cambodian Armed Forces are beinf§ rapidly depleted.
For many items, there is only a 1§-day in-country supply; and for some,
such as 81rm mortar, ammunition, the stockage is critically inadequate,
1f the irperative need for armunition is rot met, the situation could
rapidly deteriorate, leading to the defeat of the Cambodian Armed Forces.

ms you know, large sto;ksngf ground and air munitions are pre-posi-
tioned in Thailand, Ukinawa and Japan. For example, more than 30,000 -
short tons of munitions exist in Department of Defense stocks in Thailand--
"Peoper Grindor" at ldorn.and "Salt Skaker" at Korat. These stocks could
be used to fill urgent needs of the Cambodian Armed Forces. :

& ¥hile emmunitipn expenditure by the Cambodian Armed Forces has in-
creased dramatically since termination of bembing by U.S. military forces
in Cembedia, U.S. gonsurption of ammunition has been substantially reduced.
It is therefore certainly not in the best interest of the United States
to permit the fall of Canbodia for lack of amrunition when her forces are
fighting and larce U.5. stocks are available which can be used at this
time to reet this urcent requirerent. For this reasen, it is essential
that the Uepartuent of Defense be perritted to mect Carbodia's needs by
p$uing from stocks in-fRc YFEATEF The am-unition required by Cambodian
units engag

(U) Accordingly, 1t is proposed that section 701 of the general provisicns
of H.R. 5286 relating to Military Assistance Sevvice Funded (MASF) pro-
grars for Southeast Asia be rodified ty redesigrating the pending lan-
guaeeLt‘J-f that section as subsection (a) and by adding a new subsection
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(b). The new subsection ( wnu]d authorize he _President to draw on
Department QL UEL uu.l:t-ﬁm? eviate the ermwunition shortage in Cam-
jodia 1f he detenuines. tha lli ‘*'na 'ana interest to do so, and

required by reason of the termipation 0T U 3. conbat = 1es rur5uant
to P.L. 93-52. Tha preoposed ariendient wou]d be operative only through
FY 1974,, wou]d ]1nit to szao v1llion the value of zruuni

S | ' jan Are . The yhunCcht \ould a]so require
that any use of this authority to transfor énrzmition from Defense stocks
te reported quarterly to the Congress, and that such transfers be charged
against the dollar azount aythorized for FASF by sccticn 701 and made
available pursuant to that authority in tte Uepartmcnt cf Defense fippro~-
priatfon fct for FY 1974 (i.c., a provision ceizarsble to section 737 of
the Departrment of Defense Apprepriation Act, 1973). As drafted, the
amendaent conterplates that reimburserent to the currently app11cab1e
Defense appropriations may be separately cuthorized and sppropriated by
the Conaress Curing fts consideration of 2 possible supplement to ihe
foreign assistance legislatich. The proposal ¢oes not require an increase
in the Departmont of Cefense appropriaticns rcquest for FY 1974,

(U) A draft of the proposed crendment 1s attachad. Ycur support of this
proposal viculd be greatly appreciated.OMB cuncurs.

: Sincerely, :
\_:-’ /f‘ / g 7
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Attechaent
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[Redesignate section 701 as section 701(a) and add the following new
section 701(b)]

(b)(1) During the fiscal year 1974, the President may, if he

determines it to be in the United States interest and required by reason
of the termination of combat activities by United States military forces

in or over or-from_gff-thé shores of Morth Vietnam, South Vietnam, Laos

or Camboijia. order “:he _transfer-of'amgni_ﬁon from the stocks of the |

Department of Defense to the Armed Forces of Cambodia, Current appliczble

appropriations of the Department of Defense shall be reimbursed therefor

from such supplemental approoriations as may be specifically authorized

pursuant to section 10 of Public Law 91-672 and.made-avai]eb]e for the

purpose of milifaty_assistance to Cambodia, The value of such orders

undgr'jbis-subsection in the fiscal year 1974 shall not exceed $150,000,000,

and shall be charoed—agafnst the dollar amount contained in subsection (2)

of this section and in any ﬁrovision of law that may be hereafter enacted

by the Khinetv-third Congress makina appropriations available pursuant to

said subsection (a).

(2) Within thirty (30) cays after the end of each quarter, the

Secretary of Cefense shall render to_COnoress a2 report with respect to the

type end value of emmunition furnished pursuant to this section.
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THE SECNETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301

September 8, 1973

Honorable John L. McCiellan ' -DEGI.ASSiHED IN FULL

Chairman, Committee on Appropriations Authority: E0 13526
United Stateg éangsgw Chief, Records & Declass Div, WHS
_kashington. .C. D’“ AUG2 1 2018

Dear Mr. Chafrman:

¥ The 15 August 1973 termination of combat bombing activities by U.S.

{11tary forces in Cambodia, carried out pursuant to Public Law 93-52
of 1 July 1973, has had a serious impact on the conduct of military
operations in Cambodia, Since the cessation of U.S. bombing, the Cam-
bodian Armed Forces have sustained constant enemy pressure, and their
expenditures of amunitfon have increased dramatically.

ﬁ It is anticipated that pressure by the enemy will increase greatly
then the dry season starts about mid-October. HMeanwhile, the stocks of
armunition held by the Cambodian Armed Forces are being rapidly depleted.
For many itens, there is only a 15-day in-ccuntry supply; and for scme,
such as 81rm mortar amsunition, the stockace is critically inadequate.

If the imperative need for ammunition is nct met, the situation could
rapidly deteriorate, leading to the defeat of the Cambodian Armed Forces.

M As you know, large stocks of ground and air munitions are pre-posi-
tioned in Thailand, Okinawa and Japan. For example, more than 30,000

short tons of muniticns exist in Department of Defense stocks in Thailand--
“Fepper Grinder" at Udorn and "Salt Shiker" at Korat. These stocks could
be used to f111 urgent needs of the Cambodian Armed Forces. .

” While emmunition expendfiture by the Cambod{ian Armed Forces has in-
creased drematically since teymination of bombing by U.S. military forces
in Cambodia, U.S. consumption of anmunition has been substantially reduced.
It 1s thevefore certainly not in the test interest of the United States

to permit the fall of Cambodia for lack of armunition when her forces are
fighting and large U.S. stocks are available which can be used at this
tire to meet this urcent requirerent. For this reason, it is essential
that the Pepartrent of Levense be permitted to meet Cambodia's nceds by
fssuing from stecks in the theater the amiunition required by Cambodian
units engaged vith the enemy.

(u) Accordingly, 1t is proposed that section 701 of the general provisicns
of H.R. 9206 relatirg to tiilitcry Assistance Scrvice Funded (MASF) pro-
grams for Southeast Asia be madified by redesicnating the pending lan-
guage of that secticn as subsection (a{ and by adding a ncw subsection
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- REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHVESS

1 THE SECRITARY OF DITFENSE
WLLMINGTC!N, O.C. 20300

Scptember 8, 1972
Fufeter €, Bk l'—/¢o9'{ ysec,
Wi, Vs Tatititin a8 Ples,
Nwen WEtecady

flonarable Sleart Swington .

fettng Chzivman, Cesmittee on frined Services
Untted States Senate
fechingion, D.C. 20510

Doar ¥r. Chairmen:

Thi: 15 Pugust 1672 terminztion of coumbat bamhing ectivities by U.S,
miilitary forces in Cmmbodia, corried out pursuant to Public Law 93-52
of 1 duly 1673, hzs had a serious Tmpact on the coenduct of wilitery
operaticns in Cambodic. Since the cessaiion ef U,S. humbing, ths Cam-
bodien Armed Forces hive sustaincd constant enemy pressurve, and their
expenditures of emmunition have increcsed drawatically.

Jn {s anticipated that pressure by the enemy will increase greatly

- when thie dry seasan starts about mid-October. Heanwhile, the stocrks of
semnition held by the Casbodian Armed forces are being repidly depleted.
For meny items, there is only a 15-day in-country mgg]x: and for come,
such s &1um mortar ammnition; The stockege 1s coritically imadezuste.
1£ the imperedive necd for amuunition is nob mef, the situztion could
repidly dcieriorete, lcading to the dzfeat of the Cembodian Armed Forces.

P A vou know. laree stocke of ground and 2ir munitions are pre-posi-
tioned in Thailand, Okinawa and Japan. For exampie, more iian 5G,C00
short tons of wunitiens exist in Department of Defense sUGERS ™YW Thailand--
Speprer Grinder™ &l Udorn end "Salt Shaker® at Korat. These stocks couTd
be vsed to fill urgent neads of “the Cambodian Armed Forces., :
" ¥ e ermunition cxpenditure by the Cambodian Armed Forces has in-~
reasid drzamtica) i_’v since termination of bombing by U.5. military forces
An Cerdsdia, U.S. consumption of ammunition has been substantiaily recuced.
It s trhorefore cortainly net in the beet interest of the United States
to perait the fall of Cembodic for lack of ammmnitfon when hor forces are
fighting and large U.S. stocks are available whick can be-used at this
time to twel this wrgent requircment. For this vezson, 1t is essential
that ihe Depariment of Defense be pormitlted to meet Cpmbodian's naeds by
fssuing from stocks in the theater the ammunition required by Cambodian
-~ unils ergaged with the cnewy. )

(U) Aceordingly, it ds preposed that scctien 701 of the general provisions

of fi(R. 9206 relating to Bilitary Assistince ASE) pro.
for Southeast Acia T moaTiied by redesigrating the pending lan-

guage I saction a5 subaccltion (a{ ard by adding a new subscction
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(b). The new subsection (h) would autliorize the President to drew on
: of I . pehs—to—aHovinte The anmuniticn ancrezee in Com-
e detarmines that 1t is din the pationi] In o do %0, and
requived by reason of the terninction of U.S, combat activities pursuent

"to P.L. 93-52. The proposed amenduent would be oporative only threugh

FY 1974, and weuld 1init to $150.million the valuc of owswnition which
the Presicdent may oprder rensTorred Trem Departoent of Defense
stocks to the Canbodian Armed Forces, The amendment would also rogquire
that any use of this cutherity to transfer assmnition frem Lofense stocks
be toported quartarly to the Congress, ond that such Crunsfors be chargued
2gainst the dollar twmount suthorized for MASF Ly section 70) and made
aveilable pursuant fo that authority in the Departmant of Defense Appro-
priation Act fur FY 1974 (i.c., 2 provision comparablec to scction 737 of
the Beperiment of Deiense Apprepriation Act, 1973). As dravtad, the
sencrenl contemplatzs that redmburscitent to the currently applicable

Defense epproprialicns may be scperately authorized and appropriated by

the Congress durirg its consideration of & possible supplencnt to the
foreign assistance icgislation.. The progosal dees not reouive an incressc
fn the Departaont of Defonse appropriations vequest for FY 1974,

(U) A ceaft of the proposed amendsent is attached. Your support of this
proposal would be greatly appraciatod. OMD conenrs,

Sincerely,

i Attactaent - - : o
i tac o e
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