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]bngrable Stuart Syrnlngton 

'A(Actlng Chalrnan, Cormlttee on Armed Se

Unlted States Senate
Uashfngton, 0.C. 20510

Dear ilr. Chairmnn:

tgftn" l5 August 1973 termlnatlon of cos:bat bcrnblng activltles by U.S.
nllltary forces {n Camborlla, carrled out pursuant to Publlc Law 93-52
of I July 1973, has had a Serlous impact on the conduct of rrllltary
operations in Cambodia. Slnce th cessation of U.S. hnb{ng, the Cam-
bodlan Arned Forces have sueHlned congt nt enemy pressutrr and their
expenditures of mrrunltlon have {nsreased drarnatlcalIy.

lll lt is antlcipated that pressure by the enemy will increase greatly
when the dry season starts aboqt m{d-October. Heanrvhile, the stocks qf
anrnunitlon held by the Cambodian Arned Forces are beln{ rapldly depleted.
For many items, there t's only a l[-day {n-cou.ntry supply; and for some,
such as 8lr,rn mortar. arnpnitlon. the stocl,.age 

'is crltlcally inadequate.
If the imperatlve need for ar:munltfon is rrot nret, tha sltuat{on could
rapldly deteriorate, leadlng to the defeat of the Canrbodlan Armed Forces.

Gfl, you knov, large stogks gf grwnd and air rnunitlons are Bre-posl-
t{oned in Thailand, Ok{nawa and ilrpan. Fpr exanplef more than 30,000 '

short tons of runitlons exlst ln Departnent of Ocfense stocl:s ln Thallar,d--
"Pepper Grindor" at Udorn.and usalt Shakeru at Korat. These stocks could
be used to fill urgent needs of the Carbodian rl.rmed Forces.

lll VWle em;nunltlgn expendlture by the Car:bodlan Armed Forces has fn-
creascd Crarnatically since terminatlon of bc;r:bing by U.S. mil ltary forccs
ln Cambcdia, U.S. qensurption of anmunition has been substant{ally reduced.
It ls thcreforc certainly not in the best lnterest ot the United States
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t the fall of Cai::bodia for lack of anr:unitlon yhen her arcforces
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grans for Sodtl:erst As

proposed that sectlon 701 of the general provis'lons
to (illtary ltssistance Service Funtled (il,\SF) p.ro-
ia be nodlffcd by redeslgnatlng the pending lan-
as suhsectlon (a) and by adding a new subsection
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be reported querterly to the Congressr'and th.:t such tnonsfers bc charged
against tln rlollar a;ount quthorlzed fgr lltSF b;r sccticn 701 and m':de
rvallablp pursuant tq that aulhority ln tte Uepartmsnt cf Defenso f;ppno-
prlatfon nlt for FY i974 (.|.d., a piovision cci:':arablc to sect{on 73? of
the Departrcnt of Defense Apprcpriation Lct, 1973). As drefted, thc
anendabnt conter:plates' th.st iein:bursenent to the currentty epplicatle
0efense app:'oprlatlorts nny be separately euthorfzed arrd epproprlated by
the Congress Curlng lts considerirtion of a possible supJrle;r:ent to the
forelgn assistance :legislatlcn. The proFosal Cces not requ'lre an lncrease
ln the Departrncnt of Defense appropriaticn$ rcquest for FY 1974.

(U) A draft of the proposed enenr!::ent ls attachad. Ycut'support of this
proposal uould be greatly appt'eciatedolvtn concura,
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lbnorable John L. HcCIellan
0halrrnan, Cmrfttee on npproprlatlons
Unlted States Sanato
thshlngton, D.C. 20510

llear ilr. Chalrman:

It/r" l5 August 1973 ternlnatlon of conbat bomblng actlvltles by U.S.
6liltary forces ln Ca$bodla, carrled out pursuant to Publlc Law 93-52
of I *Iuly 1973, has had a serlous lmpact on the conduct of milltary
operations in Casrbod{a. Slnce the cessatlon of U.S. bdnbing' the Cam-

b6dlan Arnpd Forces have sustained constant enemy pressure, ard thelr
expendtttrres of aarmn{tlon have tncrcased dramatlcally.

4f ,r ls anticlpated that prassure by the enemy wlll lncrease greatly
then thc dry season starts about mid-0ctober. Heanwhfle, thc stocks of
a:nunitfon held by the Cambodlan Arned Forces are belng rapldly depleted,
For u:any ltenrs, there ls only a lS-day in-country supply; and for scmel
such as BIrm mortar arvrunitlon, the stockagc is critlcally lnadequate,
If the fnperative need for arr.nrnitlon ls nct rrct, the Eltuatlon could
rapldly deteriorate, leading to the defeat of ttre Csmbod{an Anted Forces.

Uf O, you know, large stocks of gr:ound and alr nunltlons are pre-posl-
tloned ln Thalland, Oklnru,a and dapan. For exur.pler f,iore than 30,000
short tons of mrnitions exist in 0epartnent of Defense stocks ln Thailand--
ilFepper Grindern at tldorn and 'Salt Shakcr" at Korat. Thesc stocks could
be used to flll urgent nceds of the Cumbodian Armed Forces..

$l Wntle amnunition expendfture by the Carnbodlan Arnied Forces has in-
creased dramatically s{nce terrnination of bor,bfng by U.S. mllltary forces
f n Canibodf a, U.S. consunptlon of a;:tunitlon has been substantlally reduced.It ls thcrefore certainly not in the best lnterest of the Unltod States
to perrtlt the fa'll of Camoodia for lack of an:niunltion uhen hcr forces are
flghting and large U.S. stocks are avrril.rblc uhich can be used at this
tlne to r:cet this urEent reculren'ont. For this reason, lt ls essentlal
tltrt the f'rpartitcnt cf Ccfcnse [,o permittcC to neet Crrurbodia's nceds by
lssuing ft'o:ir stccks i'n thc theater the ana;unltion reguired by Carrbodian
units engagcd uith the eneq/.
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