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HEI{ORANDUH OF CONVERSAT I Ot{

SUBJECT: Heetlng between Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rtrnsfeld and
Federal Republlc of Germany Mlnlster of Defensc Georg Leber (U)

Federal Republic of Germany Partlclpants

Hinlster of Defense Georg Leber
Ambassador to the ilorth etTEiTTc freaty 0rganlzatlon Franz Krapf
General lnspector of the Armed Forces Admlral Armln Zlrmermann
Asslstant Chlef of Staff for Polltlco-Hilltary Affalrs and Operations,

Armed Forces Staff , l{aJor Generel Juergen Brandt
Personsl Asslstant to the tllnlster of Defenie Dr. tdalter Stuetzle
lnterpreter llr. Karl Freudensteln

Un I ted States Partlcloants

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rt[E-tgld
Acting Asslstant Secretary of Defense (lnternatlonal Security Affalrs)

Amos A. Jordan
Defense Advisor, Unl ted States Hlssion to the llorth Atlantic Treaty

Organlzatlon, Dr. Laurence J. Legere
Ml I itary Asslstsnt to the Secretary of Defense Rear Admlral I'1. Staser

Hol conb

Tinp:

P I ace: Minlster Leberrs Suite, Vier Jahreszelten Hotel, Hamburg, FRG

$ Theater Nuclear force (THf) lmprovements

Secr.etary Rumsfeld opened :he meetlng by tell Ing l'linlster Leber how the
U.S. lntended to proceed wlth the handllng of lts paper on Theater Nuclear
Forces (fff) improvements. The U.S., he said, trould not be announcing
rrHere are our proposals for actionrr; rather, the U.S. would be saying with
this paper,rrHere are the probleNns as we see themrr, wlth the ldea that the
problems would receive approp rlate address over tlme. Hinister Leber asked
if this TllF paper would ralse any problens, or was it slmply an adaptat ton
of some kind? The Secrete!'y said the paper should cause no problems. He felt
It simply ref leEiETE?lii-ol5gical changes and changes in the level and
klnd of I'larsaw Pact capabll ity. The paper, he stressed, was meant to
promote alllance dlscussion: it advanced no speciflc proposals for changes,
nor did it lay out any timetable for actlon. lf the paper did provoke
concern among the allies, the Secretary said he hoped they would speak up

lB"JL"ctbL

r:{, J

I

ffi

t'



i

2

I

and say so, because he himself thought it a very useful PaPer,

|{InlstGr Lebel wondered, then, whether later in the day the Minlsters
duTaTe shp-ty recordlng the tabllng of the paper by the U.S.
Secretery Rurns'lqld sald lt was all rtEht wlth hlm lf that was the
fi'-ffiffichosetohandlethepaper.Herecalledtheehanges
ln nucleer targetlng strategy that the U.S. had advanccd a fem yeers

The changes !{erc sound ones, but people became worrled anyhor.l.
had then happened was that subsequent frank dlscusslon had cleared

he mlsunderstandlngs. He saw the sane klnd of thlng hcppening agaln,
once [Ere avolding the creatlon of problems ln thts nuclear area.

2 t\ Airborne tlarnlnq and Control Systear (eWeCS).

Shlftlng the subJect, ilinlster Lebcr sald he thought the AWAGS was
ner belng processed ln an orderly way. He said that he had recently
wrltten the prollsed letter to Secretary Rurmfeld, and that thls lettcr
once again noted the fact that consideratlon of At#lCS funding by the

ago.
t{hat
uPt
thus

BundEstag will take tlme
rccehtly authorlzed four

put an AUAC

lmposslbly.
S ltern on the spr

wou|d be

Secretarv Rumsfcl d
AWACS for FY-76, and

rePorted that Cgngross hr.l
that the Prasldent was lng

s co-,
trlc attl tude thought lt was lmportant to lnrrolve oth6r countries

as well, especlally on long lead tlme fundlng. @lster leber wlshed
that the base of partlcipailon ln A|rACs could be-6rii56liEiEii-[Eilnclude
rrcre countries. He satd that the FRGrs vieurs on thls, and on other matters
concernlng AUACS, coincided wlth those of thc U.S. AUACS must be a
rrEultlnational NAT0 effort. He wondered, howiver, i f the UF. real ly
wanted to Join. lecretarv Ruosfe.Id sald he hoped that the minlmum base
gerticlpatlon of U.S., FRG, and UK could be expanded to lnclude Canada
and as nany more as posslble.

|llnlster Leber sald he thought AI{ACS mlght be a good subJect for Inscrlp-
tlon on an NPG agenda, slnce lt appeared worthwhlle to hlm to engage the
other al I les on AI/ACS as often and ln as many wEys as possible. Dr. Legere
intervene.l at this point to note that the timing and relative occurrencas
of thc Sprlng NAC snd DPC Heetlngs were already belng directly affected,
ln fact alnpst drtven, by the^AI,TACS tlmetable, and that, therefore, to

lng
ssl

NPG agenda could compl lcate matters almost
d he appreclated thls, but nevertheless lt

r AI{ACS to the l,Iarsaw-eiiil'dara'T'6-'
, I n response

Dr. Legere
but that

retaryrs

Pact n context. e
e paper ln fact. re ercnce A}'ACS

to hls rBquest.for conf irmatlon of thls bel lef , llr. Jordan and
told hlm that the paper dld meke a parslng reference to AWACS,
It mlght be a good ldea to lnsert an AUACS phrase into the Sec
talklng polnts scheduled for dellvery later ln the day when the NPG con-
sidered the agenda ltem on Theeter Nuclear Forces posture. (Note: Such
a clause or sentence was lnserted into the Secretaryrs talklng polnts
prlor to hls dellvery of them.)
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Stationlng a U.S. Armv Brlgade in the Northern Army Group
) Area.

Shifting the subJect agaln, Hinlster Leber sald he thought that the
bllateral contacts between the U.S. and FRG had succoeded ln clarlfying

deployment of the llORTt{AG
rcturned from hls recent
ted that the }{0RTHAG Brlgade
resldent Ford. This hed
he Chan

doJrhtl r I tment of Pr Nevertheless, the
Chancel lor was a to Ford ln order to conflrm the
planned role of the IORTHAG Brlgade: was lt lntended that lt renaln
permanently in the FRG or was lt sonrehour percelved by thc U.S. ag a
Llnlor stiatcglc npblle reberve fiE?FtEer-Tm ln

""ntGEanul'es? 
: -aagefiIT;aE-6'f ffiE-i'uEs t I on, the FiG s t i I I approvos

the il0RTHAG Brlgadc concept, and understands the importance of bcglnnlng
to thlnk no}r about how to work out the fundlng arrangem€nts later.

Secretsry Rr,msfelf responded as follorys: Hc sald hc was not aware of
the President Ford aspect of this N0RTHAG Brlgade question, but
believed lt must have proceeded from some mlsunderstandlng; ln any
event, he would talk to the Presldent about thls on Frlday (23 January).
As for fundlng, he was afrald that the present corrnendable momentum r.rculd
wlnd do,vn if the U.S. and FRG dld not expedlte I{0RTHAG Brlgade fundlng
arrangelnents so that thc nccessary constructlon could start as soon as
posslble. As for thc notlon of tha NORTHAG Brigade as a strJrgegJglphlle
r€serve, he had c&f-!g!n!y never heard about this but r+ould chec[-Jnto lt.
He thercupon asked Dr. Legeie 'if he hlitt 'heard"of 'an'f 'giieH'-hbtlun;.-' -''-

Dr. Legele sald he had not. So far as he kneur , the case for the N0RTHAG

) ttre nced to bcgln correc-Brigede had alweys proceedod primarily from (a
tlng the largc dlsparlty between mllltary capablllty ln the NORTIIAG area
and mllitary capabllity tn the CENTAG area; and (U) the perceptlon of the
NORTI{AG Brlgade as posslbly the lead element of a reinforcement corps.

l{lnlster Leber sald hc himsslf had no doubts concernlng the role of the
m'ffiTg5a;, and therefore welconpd Secretary Rwrsfeldts statement.
The Chancellor may belleve that any subseguent deployment of the
IIORTHAG Brlgade after lts arrival ln Germany should be subJect to U.S. -
FRG consultation, and the Chancellorrs letter to the President could
well refer to such consultatlon.

[umsfeld sald he would be delighted to carry on the Leber-Schleslnger
eT reA-contact arrangement.

DECUSSITIED II FUIL
Aut[oqhbf, Diy,tlflS
Date:

most problcms assoclated with the proposed
Brlgade, but then when Chancellor Schmldt
trip to the U.S., he had sald that he doub
enJoyed expllcit support and aPProval of P

crdted dtfficultles for a tlme, but norv t
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0nnthe NORTHAG Brlgade, Secretary Ruunsfeld sald he understood the
motlvation of the Chansellorrs posltlon on consultation, Including
the latterrs'fpar that the FRG mlght be gged aq.a marshall.lrtg-.ylrd.
Horvever, and to be frank,'he sald, American taxpayers supported one
slngle array of mllltary,forces for the U.S., and the U.S. Government
must therefore use its defense assets ln ways that made sense. lt
urou I d ce r t a I n I y .qpt-ga*e-seqce-,. le r -q{g0p..!-e.f .

_ef fe!:-qp_q f_qf 4qlqyment at
Ird for deployment elscwhere,

ant s ng -'6FThe U.S. ln deploylng the
say Ing, rtPerfcctrr.I{ORIHAG Br lgada. l{l n i ster Leber rcsponded by

Secretary Rumsfeld recelled a developnent th€t hed occurred durlng
hls tcnure as U.S, Ambasgador to NATO. Some economles ln support
forces had rcsulted ln tha actlvation of a new U.S. battalion for
deploymcnt ln Vlcenza, ltaly. Although wcleomlng thls deploymcnt,
the ltallan Governrnant had wanted lt to be pleyed lor key. The
then-,tnbassador Rumsfeld had opposed thls, belicvlng that publlcs
must know what ls golng on so that governmcnts have optlons for
senslble actlon open to them. He agreed lt was necessary and deslrable
for the U.S. and FRG to talk matters through fully ln order to reach
a ful I understandlng on everythlng concernlng the N0RTHAO Brlgade.
lllnl5rer Lebq-f ssld that the prqblem ln the FRG was opposlto from what
t-a-d€jparentlT been the problern ln ltaly. l{hen the U.b. brlgada arrived
for statloning ln }IORTHAG, the German Government and publlc wanted lt to
march ln wlth all bands playlng; what they dld not want was to see thet
brlgade leave some day on another mlssion.

\.$ Untted Klnsdqtt Defense Budget Beductions.

In closlng , Hlnlster Lebcr referred to the forthcomi ng defense budget
cuts ln the UK and to the part played by Hlnlster ilason ln lowering
those proposed cuts from about 500 mllllon pounds to abut 200 nllllon
pounds. He told Sccretary Rumsfcld that Chancellor Sctrmldt had gotten
lnto dlrect but dlscreet contact wlth Chancellor of the Exchequer Healey
on thls matter, and that lt had worked. Secrctary Rumsfeld agreed that
th6 cuts would lndesd apparently be less than those orlglnally conteNn-
plated.

H. STASER HOLCOI.IB

Rear Admi ral , USN

,tll I i tary Ass lstant
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