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ﬂ( After 'gecreta.gﬁ' Weinberger greeted President Gemayel
and compliment m on his impressive leadership of the Lebanese

Government and on the rapid progress of the Lebanese
date, President Gemayel ex
Department's support to Lebanon.
points in his opening remarks:

Army to
essed his thanks for the Defense
Gemayel nade the following

Lebanon is one of many places in which DoD supports the
TT@E WCIiG.

The Lebamese Government is grateful for the trainin

and
equipment support provided to the Lebanese ( by the
Ug. The Bartlett E: s :

port, however, i1s no longer an accurate
guide to the army's needs, since the LAF has outpaced the
projected recrultment levels and training time required.
The azm7 has 22,000 mes 2t present. Yore eguiprent is
needed for the new recruits.

Lebanon is grateful for the U.S. contribution to the
Mritingtional Torce (MNF). Lebsnon wants its own army to
be able to do the job required, so that the U.S. forces can
depert wich their migsion accomplished. Withour
Tenke., arctillierv pieces &nd AFls, the LAT cannoéc

éo the jeot
g it would like to.
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process is endangered.

-is nee

At the US' suggestion, the European countries have helped to

equip the LAF, but the iebanese Government would.like. to. con=

centrate on U.S. assistance. The LAF prefers U.S. equipment
in all categories, from small machine guns to airplanes.
_LAF needs help with ite helicopters in order to control

"the mounteins.

The Szrian'presamée fn Lebanon is responsible for much ¢ the
shelling of Beirut, -such as this morning's (22 July) shoiling.

“which injured three U.S. servicemen. Lebanon cannot afford

for this activity to go on for a long time, nor can the
U.S., due to the political implications for the area. Syria
could become the central power of the regiop. The Syrians
have stopped the Reagan peace initiative, -prevented Yasser

‘Arafat from reaching agreement with K Hussein on peace-

negotiations with Israel, and now they have prevented imple-
mentation of the Lebanese-Israeli Agreement. The peace -

- -

Syria is able to shell Beirut at no cost or embarassment.
Especially in 1light of the Soviets' backing of -Syria, if
the U.5. does not react, not only will Lebanon be endangered,

. but so will the entire Middle East, including Jordan, Saudi

Arabis and the Gulf states.

Syria is working to support a Soviet strategy. They control - .-

Mount Lebanon and the city of Tripoli. They have given the
Soviets a naval base at Latakia. Many Lebanese civilian -
lives are endangered by the daily artillery shelling. -

"1 think Syria needs a clear, direct U.S. message that it
can't get away with aggression.” A specific, strong message

ﬁnd, or a dangerous erosion of the progress in Lebanon
could result, and the accomplishment of initial consensus-
building could be destroyed.

All of the factions and political figures in Lebanon agreed
to support the Government because they thought it woul
free tE: comtry from external forces and thet the U.S.
Miglie ZSast peacte inftiative wouvld svoceeld. Bus 1f
Lebanese-US cooperation produces nothing, the consensus
could be lost.

An ad hgc US-Lebanese team is peeded to study ways to pro-
tec elrut from shelling. - Lebanon needs radar to counter -
this threat. Lebanon alsc needs surveillance and anti-
infiizration-equipment to cleer zreas .in a2dvance cf..Lebanese
Army deploymemt. :

Technical assistance is needed to help the Lebanese respond

to Syrian aggression, "to meke their occupation wncomfortable
behind enemy lines.™
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- - Lebanon hopes to be able to demonstrate the effectiveness
of U.S.Lebanese coorar:t‘!.on. not only by successfully .
utilizing the training and equipment provided by the U.S.,

but by serving as an important part of America'’s strategic
efforts in the region.

Jl( Secretary Wainbertg:cr complemented President Gemayel an
his presentaztion, stresse value of US-Lebanese cooperation to
American interests, indicated his satisfaction with the progress

-of Lebanese Army recruitment and training, and discussed Gemayel's
equipment requests in detail. He said t LOAs for M-16 rifles,

2 ammupnition, "and APCs will be ready for presentation to the GOL
shortly. The gﬂ:_g%? said that the request for more M-48A5
tanks presents a E:e:o em for the .US. The battalion already pro-
vided this year, said] required him to override the U.S. Army,
and to take the tanks from exf{sting U.S. units in the.field. He
pledged to look at this request carefully and said he would try
to help, although results could not be promised. The Secre i
said t he understands.the ﬁi&d,"fbr-*(-m-:g:tarf counter- |

battery) radars, and.-"we' are working om . . noted that a v
team is going to Leb -goon to survey the Lébanese Air Force,
including heiicopter and air defense opérations.

5” The Secret went on to say that technical assistance .
on how to make the Eyrima uncomfortable is a "very high Er:l.orn:y,"
a2 very important means of trying to ﬁet the Syrians out of Lebanon. .
. The Soviet presence in Syria, he said, makes it harder for the
Saudis to persuade the Syrians to withdraw, "but this goal 1s a
fundamental part of our policy, as the President will tell you today."

Said the Secretary, "We have an ggreement between Lebanon and
Israel; now we must work on the Syrians,”

4 Regarding the internmal Lebanese situation, Secret

Weinberger said that it will be important to have infermal cooper-
mg—ﬁut there will be no opposition when the LAF deploys (to

- the Shuf and Alay). The Secre then said that the Saudis, in
particular Prince Sultan, %eaI ﬁ is important that a formal
request for withdrawal go from the GOL to Syria. He said that it
is important to remove any legal ciaim Ior tne Syrians to stay.

. He expressed his understanding for Lebanese reluctance to risk a
Syrign refusal, but urged President Gemayel to make the request
because "it would clarify the situation: no one could point to
a legal basis.for the Syrian presence.” The. Secretary then.
reiterated his agreement that the Lebanese must make the Syrian
preseace difficult. Secretag Weinbar?r concluded his remarks
py cZZering tec hear more wWiiitzary aetelis Irom LAY Director-e=
Operetions, BG Hamdan, -and said that General Vessey can speak to

the military situation régarding a possible Israelil pull back of
their forces.

uﬂ)'.' President Cemayel asked that Secretary We:lnberger
‘ consider hif recuest LOT tenks an "emergencT recuest.” ne
s=etes thot. the U.S. does nct fgce The sane chree= In C2lifo=nie

-SFERFT



" equipment used to she

| 2 - DECLASSIFIED IN FULL )

-. BEERET e U

4 T . =orul Chief, Rocords & Doctass Div, WS
| . : AUG 0 2018

s the Lebanese Government does in Beirut. (SecDef: "Sometimes
things get pretty tense in Califormia.") President Cemayel said
thet an internal consensus exists in Lebanon, and "when the LAF
deploys, believe me, the people will be with them." The Lebanese
Army, he said, will protect peegle against Syrian and Lih{m e
meddling. Gemayel urged that the U.S. avoid making a publicky-
agreed internal consensus a precondition to more support, since
the. consensus actually exists . already. He said that Israel-is
sending arms and 'la.ni{u_lat!.n; Druze~Christian fighting. The

1 Beirut Airport, he said, was Syrian
equipment fired from Israeli-controlled territory (as-Shwayfat).
Beirut, Gemayel noted, has Druze and Christian peoples, yet no
problems, due to the LAF presence. : :

& Secret Weinberger asked, "If the Israelis pull out \
of the Shuf, then you antic ga;sﬁzo problems?™ President Gemayel
replied,"Not even with=(Walid) blatt.” He recounte t a
meeting had taken place recently at the Presidential palace in
Beabda, attended by Jumblatt, (rival Druze leader) Arsalan, Drusze
militismen, Pierre Gemayel (Amin's father, founder and  head of
the Phalange party) and others, at which agreement was .arrived
at with no problem. Yet, said Geuaﬁel. continued kidnappings

.and fighting hurts the situation. He suvggested that parallel

action is required in both seeking withdrawal of external force
and building a national consensus. Regarding the Saudis, : o

President Gemayel said that the GOL ha rrepa:ed a letter requesting
'Sm'\?ffﬁ!%ia, but the Saudis themselves had suggested that

!
i

a friendly, discreet letter go from Gemayel to Assad instead. Ihil-}{.

was sent two months sgo, and no response has been received from
Assad. Gemayel said he_is ready _to send the formal request.:

¥ General Vessey said he ;Feed with President Gemayel
that achieving withdrawal is the first priority. He also agreed
that the Bartlett Report is obsolete and that the new situation

requires an updated assessment to be arranged with General
Tannous, which wpuld address current LAF needs such as stopping

the shelling of Beirut. The Chai said he would work on the
ecuioment requests, r_:;g‘aﬁrca!%'ﬂm urged that both sides'
staffs work together urgentiy. General Vessey expressed nis under-
standing of President Gemayel's concerns. §eoret%g Weinberger
also said he understood the urgency, and said t the new survey

could be put together immediately. President Gcmaiel noted that
whereas the Bnrtlott.nuggzt had predicted. tecruits. within.

~00.
12 months, in fact 12,000 new recruits have been brought in within
6 months. Secretary WcinberL_ai_ said that rifles and APCs are

on the way. Ghnerg% ﬁgaggz s$aid that "there are ways to solve the
other equipment problems.” Secretary Weinberger stressed that
withdrawal remains a very high Presidential priority.

@™ President Gemevel asked, "If we cannot get radares immed-
fately, can we get help from the Sixth Fleet to help us stop the
griiiliaer> firs?” Secretary Weinberger replied ther cownter-battery
redars are not exportec TO anyone, DTt tCere are Ttrpes wkich could
nz_y. Generel Vesser egpkec whecher Tresidernt Gamavel couvlsi ask
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the militias to turn .in their artillery to reduce the shelling of
Beirut, in conjunction with the addition of a radar capebility in
Beirut. President Gemayel ‘replied that this was an "interesting
question,”™ but that because the occupiers create the "law of the
le," it is hard to get the militias to disarm before the
official security system can be sent in. GCemayel noted that there
‘have been eight years of.civil war, and umtil %Ei army goes in _
to-these areas, the situation will remain explosive. The militias,
_he concluded, cannot be disarmed while still under foreign control.
General Vessey asked whether, if the U.S. gave the GOL a full
counter-art]llery capability, and the GOL told the militias it
would counter-attack any further shelling, this might allow the
government to disarm the militias. Pres dggg_Gepgigl,rcplind
that such a GOL counter-threat could be made, but the militias would
not voluntarily disarm until the LAF controlled their areas.
Gemayel concluded the meeting by stressing the urgency of his
requests. o ’ . . .
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