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MEMORANDUM POR THE S EFENSE

Subject: NATO AEW Program - Action Memorandum (U)

/{/ 077/7

1. (U) Reference ASD/ISA Memorandum 1-10( 75/76, subject
as ebove, which is preseitly undergoing staff coordina-
tion. Attachment 1 to the memorandum states that
separate mess s addressing NATO AXW mattars paculiar
to the UK and e FPRG will follow. :

g I recognize the importance of current efforts
trate support for a positive procurement
duc:lsion by Ministers at the December DPC meeting, and
appnci.a.t.e the c.titica.lity of strong FRG support. It
is becoming .'l.ncrea.s:mqu evidmt that t.hg success of
e NATO program depends' largely the coop

3. (U) The attached draft letter is therefore forwarded
for your considération as a correspondence which would
in fact stress the FRG's central role and clearly under-
sdote the urgent need for Mr. lLeber to revitalize efforts
to gain his country’ 8 financial support. .

4. (U) without the attachments, this memorandum is
CONPIDENTIAL and subject to GDS 31 December 1982.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: NATO AWACS - ACTION MEMORANDUM

-The purpose of this memorandum i1s to apprise you of discussions on .

NATO AWACS at the CNAD meeting, held on October 26 and 27 in Brussaels.

As a result of discussiods with my countarparts Cliff Corunford, UK,
and Hans BEberhard, PRG, and also NATO Assistant Secretary Gemeral
Laberge and General Haig, 1 feel that the..:;iu-‘l&.nm-nhe—éor—wu N
D :I.nvolmt 1“

< N

Idadster_Mulley,. despite st industrial and labor pressure
supporting NIMROD in light of the sharp uvation o Bg this _
week, and even some suppott from the Royal Alr Fotce for their own : »
"national AEW force', has personally decided g i 4 Key

factors in this decis:l.on are the : -
defense of AWACS ve. NIMROD, and t.he signiﬂ.cant financial offset to
the UK inherent in the AWACS program; Mulley will coordinate this
decision with his fellow sinistare towaxrd achieving full governmnt
support; it 1s clear that Mulle 1y

- rt time (m:obab.ty 1~2 '

NLMROD press

Cornford feals that the UK sbsolutely mmust have, by the DPC in
Decembear, Leber's personal decision to support:AWACS for submibsion
to the Budestag, and UK must have YRC Budestag approval by March 1977.

Minister ‘ yite universal agreement that Gamny more than
any other ally benefits greatly from NATO AWACS, ha t mlly

!ﬁ' t the MOD to AWACS support. His mejor reason s+ the
ec: I&. Eberhard feels t!mt, althoush he B

(Ebexrhard) parsonully supports AWACS, insufficient top-level U.8.

pressure has been brought on the FRG officisls, and an AWACS decision

by FRG could be delayed until the middle of next year. This would

insure UK selection of NIMROD and failure of the NATO AWACS program. N

Cornford urges that you personally pressure Minister Leber at the
upcoming NPG meeting to declare formal support for AWACS at the
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December DPC meeting. Further, Cornford feels that lack of this FRG
position at the DPC will force Mulley and the UK to finally go NIMROD.
Mulley 1¢ scheduled to see Leber 2-3 November, and ANACS is one of two
agenda items.

I recommend that you talk to Minister Mulley at your aearliest convenience
and ask his support for NATO AWACS. Cornford assures me that Mulley will
do this, although in general terms"” and still caveated by t:im necessity’
for a "NATO program

Further, I recommend that you eil:hpr personally or together w;u:h

NATO's defmiw posture, can be laid lquarely at thn fest of Gm:my.
It appears that if these actions are taken, NATO AWACS has a better-

than—even chance of approval, but that lack of this action in the pext
3-4 weeks could likely cause collapse of one of ou major efforts towards

rationalization and cohes:l.on in NATO.
ik e
R. CURRIE

cc: ASD(ISA)
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