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TIME & PLACE: . August 26, 1975, Minfetes Sub's Off1ce

Minigter Suh: '

st , ‘I would like to sentiod’ the U.S. commitment to Korea. - This"momaing - -
alked about your commitment .to Korea and deterremce against the outbreak -

he war. I appreciated your strong statements amd believe they. should be y s B
in the -jo:l.nt_co-m:_lque. 8o th-t-tha-l'on--penple can gain-as.much. ... ..
t as'I have. As I said this worning,  1f we raceive enough-ap— -~ ... -

propiiate- aid from the U.S. we can take care of - fighting on the: .F-.tbe 8 ¢
¥ eppropriate aid, I mean firve power, includiag 2 LA e
d logistics.support. Since our naval and forces are erior to © -

North Korea we need U.S. air and naval Support. We have a dedicated -
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Pyongyang in case of war. Thus .we expect rapid camtermeasures from the U.S.. -
‘in case of war. We need reassurances from the U.S. in case of war. We need
~ Teasgsurances from the U.S. so that there is no.-chamce of miscalculation: on the. .
; pdl‘t of-hnh Korea. T ) ¢ .




In this regard, I would like to ralse the question of the defense of the
< ..Noxthweat Lslands. They are %0 located that Kim Il-song may be tempted to

probe our Common resolve in this area. We feel that in the initial- stage’

‘commitments. If we Fail to Teact during the inifial stages of aggression,
we will see serious repercussions;: ‘

It 1s .also important with regard to the U.S. deterrent to increase joint

training éxercises. ‘Such exercises’ will help forestall ‘any miscalculations . .
wv.... . XTOM the North. For example, elements of the Seventh Fleet could engage in

Joint exércises with the ROK Navy. ' Such exercises’ as. FOCDS EETINA could -

: duté‘rmt‘in.rée'ent months. Given thc'p_reabnt__poj_.t;j,cp'l climate, neither
the USSR is concerned sbout our troop presence. We camot :tell’

- :-Peking would thus:mot be inclined to join in o1y action against the U.S. in
Korea. The Soviets seéem to be interested in detente. We should, of ‘course,
" be alert for any changes in this climate; but for the time being it appears-
that ft will continpe for some time to come. ) . ;

Neither China .nor the USSR has given any overt sign of supporting North
Korean ambitions. of Course, absence of oveit signs 1s not necessarily con-
clusive, and tham could be covert support. l“_erl:hdgu, I do not believe
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1ot 5. 108’ om BT LY emstitutionally,: circumstances w1l havedto”de td ratnarhes 1am = (i was

The heart of the problem, then, for the immediate  future .is North Eorea,
Deterring North Korea depeénds on two'.things: .the state:.of our forces.and
Pyongyang's perception ‘of the adequacy of our. logistics. The. state of our
. forces needs improvement. -The -perceptien-by the North that those forces .- -
~can-not only defend. the South, but -can also inflict damage on North Korea
will préserve our deterrence. We must have sufficient wumitions on hand
and be.ready to move in more by air. -Weé must keep up open’ lines of tommuni-
- cations: This is one ‘aspect of the Complementarity that I spfoke about this - -
«+ - morning.. . It presents no difficulty ir. my-judgment. : We can-ke€p the~lines < -
:%- "of cowmunication open. North Kores wlll-not act= tb..iﬂte:fm;ﬂ.th;.ﬂiﬁlhipurzx
ping.” It would be our responsibility to provide these supplies- and to keep - -
" open the lines of commumi cations. i = = .

fe

- . In addition, in the event of. major aggression acress the ‘IMZ our reaction
-~ . would be covered by the . {inherent powers.-of the U.S:-Président fir Ifght of
" - the presence in the area of U.S. forces. Moreover, umder the terms of the
— ... Butual defense treaty, -we would be prepared to take -appropriateactiom;— .=
: including the deployment and ‘employment of tactical air units. With respect
..to what I said about' the’ inherent powers of the President, I am not sure €
is advisable. to publicly advertise this point. This could lead to criticism "~ .
in the Congress concerning this issve. : : , ‘

‘This brings me to the copsideration’of.less é:t:'v.et-. motre ‘ambigudus challenges

N . exercises. 1 think we should move in the direction of 'greater-esereise-- - -
L activity. For example, U.S. ‘atr -wnits could- come-to Korea for-exercises. = -
P . These' could be useful because: they-would be-visfble “amd-would be-faorored—— -
. into the calculations of North ‘Korea, China, and thé Soviet Union: . - .
With respect .to the offshore islands, these present a less clear-cut ‘problem- -~
- than a move across the DMZ. I have difscussed this fssue with’ the President.- - -
:7." He. said that-the U.S. would objedt ‘sttougly to’'afly North. Kbtesh attion of - w—dem
~---this-type. However, as opposed to-a-major ‘aggression ‘Across the DMZ i ehe - -
- face of U.S. forces and in the face of_our,-treat]_r commitment, there would be - -' -
constitutional problems in our making an ‘advance: commitment with Tespect to ... ..
- -~ .the islands. -We will have to explore with the ROK- 9liat- are the optidiis ‘and .= - =
wn . .- hosE “-.mt respond to mlmt_ tlie 81y, - l'.'-O--_",L LHHL W e 1erag
\ ' '
.. e must contimie to develop all options in this area: We must. develop joint: -
" .. contingency plans. .We will reinforce Gemeral Stilwell's own inclinstioms to. ..
-+ = .. Plan jointly for the defense of the islands. - -Since-this is a more difflcult .. -:
iniiace PIARMSIELION. of our plans. -Such circumstances will-dnclude-the-question-of ~u...in
how aggression occurs.. 'We would be-bes€ served in thismsgard if the .- . .-
fact of aggression can be clearly demonstrated to the Congress and the Aweri-~ .
. ¢can public. We would hope, in this cegard, that:-the ROKG-will .act.with dis-. . . ...
.~ - cretiod and not.be perceived by the U.S. public as acting precipitoisly. In
ot 1o the meantime we-should proceed with a build-up. of ‘the islands' defepse 'go- that -~ -
. - : .~-.the North would view a move against the islands<as being excessively costly. 3» =1
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With regard to deterrence in general, it may be.desirable. for me to.restate
our position on U.S..¥orces. We plan no-adjustment in forces in Korea in. -.
' the period immediatély -shead. I must explain what I mean by “{mmediately .
-shead". Sometimes this phrase 1s misinterpreted to mean that some changes
-will take place after the immédiate future. .We do not Plex-any fundamental - - - ---
changes in U.S. support. Over the long rum, we may make some adjustments -
to advance future camp ustments would im £ be aimed®
Wb ebould:
: " make' those ‘are' necessary
S for efficiency. Such changes- not symbolize amy change or weakening in- :
" e deterrence. - If necessary, we' could take simmltaneous steps to make.ft:. . - -—-sewa
-, thoroughly clear to North Korea that our adjustments were aimed at rein- . wrgn
forcing deterrence. - A : :
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* Midfeter Suh:

‘= - 1 Wderatand your strong statements: reiterating your support and the<gop-. . - -.: ==
. tinuation in U,S..policy. However, we aré concerned that in the event of
" major’ aggression by North.Korea the U.S. would have to go through various -
. time~consuming processes. There would be commwunicatfons between General. bols
. Stilwell and yourself; the question would be referred to Congress. . And C
oo Vaile -all- this ‘was going on:our -capital, which is only: cos hour's-drive-- - ».~-vr:-
-. from the DMZ, would be endange¥ed by a Hghtening war. " We belléwe that < - ' .. .
¢ - our e diC.Sommandexy who alse has~opevadddnalicontrol- of vour ~foress{¥ dnvald non: r i
< _ .- be wested-with the suthority to- de-something immediately to ‘blunt-mafor::. - x- “,_1
ST ‘Wﬁmdoﬂy then have to:stbmit-to-the various procedures reutied - -— 1
by.U.8. e i ; :

' Sdmt_gg 's-ehlaungrz _
-~ 1. ME.-Ministex, .you are dealing With a theoretical and mGt a practical-problenm.

There is no question in my mind as to- what ‘the President would: aithoPige to -
‘be done in the case of major aggression. I believe the reaction would be
mme. : : * ¥ A . d

Minister Suh: By, o TR

- --We have-no doubt of that with regard to.an attack dcross the.DMZ, but-such '~ - ',
- --7 7 @-responge. should dlso be the same with respect to the offshore {slamds. .. %. .-
-« atouikimaldraeegaka fo fool . - iHe : krwows -about::ithe treaty and ‘sbout your statdments atvoand
- = Of SUPPOTL, but_he may ask, as a. result of Vietnam, whether this commitment ......, ..
 ~~ -is zelisble. He may be inclined to attack the.islands.in order to test the .~ < -~
o U.S. commitment. If U.S. planés and ships do no immediately participate in ;
the defenise of the islands, Kim may think the U,S. might not participate in .
the defense of Seoul. -Therefore,. the U.S. must react instantaneously 'in’ the
- - nov..euent .of an- attack on- the-tslands. You must remember that OPCON of'the BN mewmer i
. .. Commander applies to the ROK in its entirety, imcluding the islands which -~ ........
-, ave mnder.the military control of the UNC. - e 5 i R R 3 2 i
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Secre Schlesinger: g T . C e

o+ In the event of a move towards Seoul across thp DMZ,. U.S.. forces-would.come. .
. = under: immediate threat. The gm‘imt-.m_am.w'm% 3
~General Stilwell to react in self-defense. There fsno problem of conSefs - - -
. tutional authority fn suéh a gituation. The islands present a- different - -.
S . sitvation. I am aware that if Kim Il-song took the -fslands it would be a .
e~ .. paychological blow to Korea and might also emboldem Trin to-move-scxves the .
.- - .DMZ. Therefore, we must be prepared to deal with this problem...The.islands. i
are part of Korea, MHke Seoul, and must be defended.- -The 4, s e,
differ however from an attack across the IMZ. As I have said, we camnot
' make am advance commitment in the case of the islands. Ve can,-however, = - -
* .- ..plan together and our response to am attack on the islands should-be firm. . -
We must in the future undertake a discussion of the mature of our respomse.

- Minigter Suh:

777 " ~What would you' think of the f3ed of sehdinp i ‘dualt" WIC Itituorf Ui €S e~
T v < 1ulandn?. ; Theve axe: already -Anall -G coubat’. Buppott - teams: witHE FROKA.. " Séick - e

.. -...1 think the Mipister has laid bare this problem. ¥t 1¢ clear thit .the dglands ~

. are a potentially vulnerable area and that we must work -together in plamning °
——z...thelr defense. I will discuss this matter with the President, and: in .a-gep- ... = .«
.- ..-2r2l véview of the issve, the suggestion the Miriister has:jugt ‘made-wirh re-. =
Cae e anyBakded 0. 8.dG 1iaison gromp .will.be examined. I m-lbq'mmyw-'ﬂnﬂ,
v s —-notvde-wmduly concemed. . This ds-not:-a problem that. wuld be referved g B TN
- 2 8.. . U.S. action would be firm and speedy, and tite: issue would mot. bi. & ... -

Ll T

submitted to Congress for debate. e

Minister Suh:

" I would 1ike to go over a few pf youtr points. It 1s m“'mdemmdins that*-- - -
will be no changes in the level of U.S. forces in the foreseeable futurs.
Concerning the exercises; T wnderstant that"you have endorsed the idea of ° B:
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Secretary Schlesinger: _
"~ On the force issue, we plan no changes of a fundamental nature. There might
be some changes in detail, but none .of a fundamental nmature. This is the
" President's decision. Of course, the subject could be reopened by 1977, but
: I do.not think any.successor administration would take steps to weaken the
U.8. commitment to Korea. ' '

o ' MOD AND FORGK ‘TMPROVEMENT PLANS. ... . y
Mintster Suh: | oL

- -+—-The-second subject I would like-to-discuss involves: the MOD-plan-and: the five A
year force improvement plan. . We appreciated your statements this morning
- that ;you will do your best with regard to these plamns. I would like now only
to reiterate our need for the unfunded portion of the MOD Plan, that is, $460
" ‘sdIlion” dollars. We hope that this w11l be funded by TY-1977 at the: latest: - -,

Secretary Schlesinger:

- . -That certainly is .m.lntenti.on..: Un;.!il.l hmﬂn;crg_digtmﬂghgmm; alblidn ea
;~:7 that grant-aid is not available.’ There have been shortfalls intbe MOD.Plag, . ..-:
‘o Zmmp Whh'tm*udetubumidwdm“nbﬂtm1mmdmthnu&dx:

1 TR | . .

. Ministér Suh:

This moming you endorsed the general dirsction of the force improvement

plm. I would like only to emphasite oux nead. to. alleviate onx foreign ex— _ o
change problem. We estimate that during the five year period we.will need

$1 billion dollars of FMS credit. _ . .

.‘.‘g Secretary Schlesinger: SACHENERE) M P e gpeoeew | csemee
~8 @ I woild Itke to bri ‘ ' - .
T2 e e
23 S
38"

With respect to air, the U.8. of course, provides a complementary force. . - :
Ve #re piepared in any case to move ahead with:the F4's and FS's in reflection_ =
of the desires of the ROKG. Over the longer tun we will examine upgrading
close air support, -for example, the A-10,but this is subject for later ds-. -

. cussion. . ; 0 . '
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Regarding the force improvement Plan, we have noted certain items which we
do not believe have high priority. For example, we have noted. submarines,
' These are expensive and in view of North Korean land communi cations lines, -
. do not seem particularly useful. -They may reflect some tendency to seek

interdict y&tn: lines of commumications, although I thipk they are mistaken

... Ia any event, from the R0KG standpoint, submarines should have a loquriority.‘-

. On the question of Foreign exchange T ‘e NoC flve you a:definite. snswer but . . .

Qne additional item. As I said this moming, the Vietnam cloud lies had- some
silver-linings, and one otth.:i&-t;he-pou:lbﬂn:y.of equipment epill-out. -
We are ready to make available to you about 18 A-37'g ‘on an .as-is where-is
~_ basis at very low cost. We are also prepared to provide 2 ¥SA's and, at no
" cost,’ a number of 0-1's. Our MAG people will discuss the details of this
equipment with your pecple.~ - - - - . . . - s S

‘have takea note of your -desives -and-we~will-de-our-best to meet- them,

Minister Suh:

B ¢ hqvphurd that there are 21 FS-E's available. - A.t-s-'lt they included:dn - -
what you are offering? o

Secrlta_g Sch.hu._n_&‘ H |

. They are not part of tb§ package.— . - RO I R

lﬂ.ll:l.ig t‘ﬂ?ﬁ: i O P B T T o
- ~I must go back to reiterate that the I b41¥ on -do1 L of ¥MS credit needs
your strong support. : . g ' ;

‘Secretary S ) HESE CaEF beblasooger. - By, ¥ s At

- The billion doller figure has reglstewed. - . “urt s sero: -im.
vm e aeene D L gy TIME ‘10GISTICS. SUPPORT AR TYa® rasrsrres crmmanm

‘Minister ‘Suh:

-t lbnth:l.ml topic is" the 'issue ofwmmtﬁlm. ‘h‘tm"mmdﬁr'--sm—f

about war reserve mumitions. We are authorized a 45-day supply. We are now
-shart about 70 thousand tons. ‘We -would also -iike to .authorize war ‘reserve

e

ol

Wi,

T7A

e &

- mmitions for 10 additional Tesezve ‘dtvigions. This would require around 90 = - -

“ teps I 1&-1Mlm.- Thus w:hmthrne_id'-ﬁ:v"gn 2d@MtTondT 163 Thouwsuhd Toms o= e -

additional WEM.
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h I said thia mm:l.ng 1 rezard log:lat:lcs support as an item of highest
priority because the strategy of blunting drive towards Seoul. We there- o
- : fore, should closely examine what our requirements-ave.-  It-4s our-intem— . -- .. ...
tion to support the ROKG in- this area to the greatest extent possible..
We are operating however, under hgiahtive vestrictions in this area— -
the so-called Kennedy amendment to the- foretgn an:l.ttme- act.- h ave .
: tattwt:lng to hawe thhﬂ-h;hhtim ‘changed- - co- et

P lﬁ'n:lo’ta'r Suh:.

&  Secretary Schlesinger:

)

2 vouar o, NN
b

"

{3 Minister Suh: .

— e e

-

ﬁg!t_l_gz‘&:hluiunrx S 5

revi~aguee ‘with-the  thrust of what you have wald - We ‘must: veview dhe situation Vic rw--
in order to insure a rapid flow of materiel. Vhen I reviewed our position on
v <o s\ this dksue-dn:Honolulu I was not:satisfieihwith vhere wveastondsediBERG - 0 e e
e - “@xiésialiéd and tontradictions in our’ pl:un:hig for logistics.: We-wiil. straighten' -
th:ll plemning out. ruir sToaning ou. STl emeaial x.

(At

" ‘Mindister Suh:

v I -ppnc:uu your comment. i soh.eciate ve o colt. L. oAt O T
Secrétary Schlesinger: T ' z

U; boﬁh agn. t&t our ‘logistic plans 'shoi:id be .consistent with our stxrategy.
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Minister Suh:
My fourth topic todsy concems defense: indu.l:ﬂ.eo. E hope that your sup~
port in this field will continue especially in electronics sud guided mis-
- siles.. We will need technical data and t:ra:lning. We must also study the = .
. possibility of a diwision of labor in’ defense industries between tha‘lr.s. o B AN
-3ad the ROK. ‘-There are soie things which we.'could produce more economi- - - —-
-+ e - $81ly than you in view of-6ur low lsbor costs, ¥.g., M<60—tamks; *hil:tdepunq.-.
© L. and, l.isht_a:l.::cnft. We wight also.cooperate. uastmrmm v IR e
.. « Items yhich_are no longer produced.in the. U.8. could- hmufutmd ad .. oy o-
uported by the n mbject to u.s. approval "e

Bccut:lty Sdﬂu Erz
-i--l_don.-t thnt

n can -Tesolwe uhno uuu in detail-ast R a2l

505&

b)(ﬂ)x

_to give sympathetic. consdideration to'th j 1usnolmgcmw-
-factured in the U.S. In general, howeVer; we would want carefully. to>vexdews:i .=
,h_gme .production in Korea and.the whole question of thedivision: of. labor.-.* P

e vavid. siew the Korean ule-m-uwm tteig wn théchigh 1S¥eAROT bjges" el
tml of the spectrum.

oos.-..s(h)
cso u(

_Mmpml—to provide- a-team-of experts-to consider-what- shadd"*brdmre‘*“'m
[

:In,,thn missile area. We are prepared to sell PGM's to-Korea, some .of.the - g eemnem
hur guided weapons, which will enhmace your weapons capabilities.

Sorting out those areas- in which Korea has a comparative: ‘advantage -represents. :
.& consgiderable undertaking. We are prqnnd to proceed- to -a Teview of ’l:hn e

-.1 mattar on & cooperative basis. "~ Ceatdan o
. B ) U.8. msnmm R a ‘: : R HODE
M. - . XTI LA ' s ° . .._ i i, S T.:,., ;

]
My fifth and final topic is.the question. of U.8: . strategic. buco in Korea. - ---- .-.j

;»+ - -Last.year I raised this matter with you when I visited the Pentagon.- *We R
: - - snicofifemedrChedu-Island ‘a8 - utte: for-asU(S. -base 'add gatd-that ‘the-RUKSwohtds - 2nv sedd
- = v PIONLde--Che- real -estate 'ﬂd'lhm expenses.. : Wob|<ghwen the “sttamtpn gp s e
- 5=+ Southesst: Asla with Thailand-and the Philippinéd advéiating & withUrsdddsincib s
of U.8. bases and the possibility that Japgn ﬂ.ght do likaw.lse, our offer = - -

. of. anilu Island is even more timely. - - -
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Hc much apprec:!..tcd your offer and v:l.ll take it underx careful advisement.
Regarding Thailand and the Philippines, it is evident that they either were

not entirely serious asbout ‘U.§. withdrawal in the first place:or-ace -now'— -- ' -— w-

‘having second thoughts.  As for Japan, we can not rule out the withdrawal &
possibility, but will be in a better position to judan this matter- aﬂ;or C
w ‘talks later this week with the Japanese. ¥ i3 t

e -—-—-—-I Mt ost that. lﬂcl:tuy -ooutmt:l.on- uvmmmu--m--

af the Senate subeoﬂ.tm in clnm of this area.- -llu bnu-anqn:l.n:lt:lm § e <o
thmfom must bc nhtiw]y cocthn. :

N et

Minister Suhs. . I T
. What do you think sbout the timing of next year's SCM?

Secreétary Schlesidger: B by b

- > an-JiRk Mepsleavethe detalls, of. the- Maﬂimwom PingR - T
‘'respondence. We will of-course be the hosts. -

. ; ) NUCLEAR ‘MATTERS EE s .
Secretary ‘sahdnm:; s e e e
2. I think- that et next yiar"c 8QM we:probably want to-disciés.the fundamentsl:: . =-g

Ll u-.nequm ofi muclear deterrencessWecwant: torexaxine threcrode niclewr wea-~ver ek
pons ean play and camot plsy. The U.S8.. Government has already welcomed: W Lewd

w4 20F nthamanificetion -of the NPT byxhe R0KG. v 1The qiestion  of non-prififerafien stest toli]
24 - v A Of igweat: -aignificance  both ‘in strategic 'asd politPcalrverms s 00e finds @ 3r11Tecs
fq&@k“pﬁm peraistenf-cetenr regdrdhrg tletsiprohlem chreCongressditg r'r1s:
mmmm of the E2B-helps ‘us-‘ciiermously in iour: reletifenships . cousiy it
':u:h Xorea, ~It is also of gredt isportanceé to :thé Japanese, who.are :very -~ . ap.
‘senaitive about this-issue. If the ROKG had décided to move ahead.with
~ nyelear weapons develdpment, it could have.undetmined the basis of ‘otir .paldte:. . .. .
. Thusy I addinisd:the  usould e@eciston hyoudidve “all1bugol

muscbr Suh: i | ;
+ad igneatly (appreciate the useful -and. hngthyutakmrmdud this :afoemoonsc - v mal

T an.wery happy &e have had. mwa views which was-frank,. stradghtews -eiia
forward, ~and most informative.

10




' Secretary '_Schlnd.ggg_:"-;' .

I am grateful fot the extended amount of time
_ this aftemoon and I agree that rhe exchange
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